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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assejpsbled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Acty 1935. 


The Assehblt met in the Assembly Houses Calcutta, on Monday, the 
3rd February, 1947, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Ali) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 197 members. 

Oaths. 

The following members took the oath of affirmation or allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

(1) Mr. J. R. Walker, 

(2) Mr. J. H. Methold, 

(3) Mr. F. W. Frisk, 

(4) Mr. P. E. G. Woodbine Parish, and 

(5) Mr. A. J. Emery. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before I make obituary references I would 
like to announce the panel of Chairmen as nominated by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Speaker, In accordance with the provisions of rule 6 of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, the Hon’ble Mr. Speaker nominates 
the following members of the Assembly to form a panel of four Chairmen 
for the current session: — 

(1) Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, 

(2) Mr. D. Gladding, 

(3) Husan Ara Begum, and 

(4) Mr. Jasimuddin Ahmed. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly in the 
absence of the Hon'ble Mr. Speaker and Mr. Deputy Speaker. 

Obituary. 

Mr. DEPUTY^ SPEAKER: Honourable members, it is my painful 
duty to make obituary references with regard to the passing away of as 
many as nine prominent men of India and this Assembly. Since the 
Assembly met’ last or was prorouged, the following gentlemen, sitting 
members of the Assembly, ex-M.L.A^s. and prominent men have passed 
away; Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, a most eminent personage of this 
country, the Hon’ble Mr. Abdur Rezzak Hajee Abdus Sattar, a member of 
the Council of State, Mr. Abdul Awal, Mr. Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury, 
Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut and Mr. S. K. Sawday, sitting members of this 
Assembly. I am also to refer to the deaths of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 
Maulvi Mustafa Ali Dewan and Mr. Hagendra Nath Sen, ex-Membei*S of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, the grand old man of the Indian National 
Congress and the Hindu Mahasabha, breathed his last on the 12th November; 
1946, after a moat eventful career of 85 .years. His services to hhi country 
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and community were manifold and the Hindu University of Benares stands 
as the living monument of his memory. In him India loses one of the 
greatest patriots, scholars and social reformers. 

The Hdn’ble Mr. Ahdur Rezzak Hajee Abdus Sattar, member of [the 
Council of State representing the West Bengal Muhammadan Constituency, 
died on the 28th October, 1946. He was a member of the old Bengal 
Legislative Council. He took keen interest in the social and political 
development of the Muslims of Bengal and was one of the founders of the 
Muslim Chamber of Commerce and the Islamia Hospital, Calcutta. 

Mr. Abdul Awal, a member of this Assembly representing the Jessore 
East Muhammadan Constituency, died on the 25th October, 1946. This 
Assembly has lost a valuable member whose manners and temperament won 
the admiration of all who knew him personally. 

The sudden death of Mr. Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury, the Chief Whip of 
the Government of Bengal, took place on the 25th November, 1946. He 
was elected a member of this Assembly from the Malda South Muhammadan 
Constituency. He was also a member of the last Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. He won respect and admiration from all for his sweet and 
pimiable disposition. His death has cut short a promising career. 

The death of Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut occurred on the 4th December, 
1946. A member of this Assembly, he was also elected to the Constituent 
Assembly for India. He was also a member of the last Bengal Legislative 
Assembly and the old Bengal Legislative Council. Mr. Raikut was a 
former Minister of the Government of Bengal under the present Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. He was held in high esteem by all for his 
unassuming and unostentatious manners and lovable disposition. 

The death of Mr. S. K. Sawday, a sitting member of this House from the 
Calcutta and Suburbs European Constituency, took place on the 16th 
January, 1947. He joined the Indian Civil Service in 1908, held many 
important appointments and retired in 1919. After his retirement he was 
associated with the commercial life of this country and had many friends, 
both Indian and European, to mourn his death. 

Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy passed away on the 10th January, 1947. 
i He was a member of the last Assembly and the old Bengal Legislative 
Council. He was elected the Deputy Speaker of the last Bengal Legislative 
Assembly on the 10th February, 1942. He also performed the duties of the 
office of the Speaker for over a year after the resignation of Mr. Azizul 
Haque, the then Speaker. In discharging his duties he impressed all 
flections of the House by the tactful manner in which he conducted the 
^ business of the House at a most difficult and critical time in the history oi 
■ this Province. A keen parliamentarian, he was a thorough gentleman in 
the truest sense of the term and was intimately and actively connected with 
Ithe social and political movements of the country. 

Maulvi Mustafa Ali Dewan died on the 27th November, 1946. He was 
elected a member of the last Bengal Legislative Assembly from the 
Brahmanbaria North (Muhammadan) Constituency. From his very youth 
he was actively associated with the political movements in the country and 
was loved and respected by all who came in contact with him. 

The death of Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen took place on the 22nd Decem- 
ber, 1946. He was a member of the last Bengal Legislative Assembly 
and the old Bengal Legislative Council. His long services to the cause of 
the motherland won for him profound respect and admiration of his 
countrymen. 

Ladies snd gentlemen, our heartfelt sympathy goes to the relatives of 
the deceased and, I am sure, it is the desire of this House to convey our 
message condolence to the members of the bereaved families. 
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I now request you, ladies and gentlemen, to signify your assent by 
rising in your seats. , 

(Members rose in tbeir seats.) 

' Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, Secretary will do the needful. 

It is very unusual that such a large number of eminent men should have 
expired within a short period of time. In spite of there being no conven- 
tion of adjourning the sitting of the Assembly under similar circumstances, 
I, in consultation with the honourable Leaders of the different parties, have 
decided to adjourn the sitting of the House till 4-30 p.m. on the 6th as a 
special case. 


Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 4-13 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on 
Thurs4,^y, the 6th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in tKe Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
th February, 1947, at 4-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Ali) in the Chair, 11 Hon'ble 
[inisters and 112 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 


(to which oral answers were given) 


bservance of Communal Ratio Rules in appointments unctor Wards Estates 

in Bengal. 

•1. Mr. NAWAJEBH AHMED: Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of 
le Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state — 

(i) the number and names of Wards Estates in Bengal district by 

district ; ^ 

(ii) the number of Manager, Assistant Manager, Inspector, and Super- 

visor attached to each estate showing the number of Muslims in 
each case; 

{iii) whether the minimum percentage of the Muslim appointments has 
been reached in each case; and 

(iv) if not, whether Government considers the desirability of taking steps 
for maintenance of communal ratio? 

Mr, HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur 

lahman): (i) and (u) A statement furnishing the particulars is laid on 
le Table. 

(iii) No. 

(iv) The Communal Ratio Rules do not apply to Estates’ services under 
le Court of Wards but the principles of the Rules are, as far as possible, 
>plied in making such appointments. 



^StatemefU referred to in reply to clauses if) and (ti) of starred question No. 
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Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (m), viz., 
“No'*, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps Government 
have taken so far to redress the grievances of the Muslims? 

Mr. HAMiDUDDIN AHMED: 1 will refer the honourable member to 
my answer (tv), 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why in the services under the Wards Estates Communal Eatio Rules 
do noj apply? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Those are not practically Government 
services but still this Ministry issued a circular to the appointing authority 
jthat as far as practicable communal ratio resolution as passed by the 
Assembly and accepted by the Government should be applied. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Muslims are not available to fill up 
posts even in Muslim estates? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes, the Muslims are certainly avail- 
able and when time comes, their cases will be considered. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if the proprietors of the Wards Estates are 
consulted when executive oflicers attached to their respective estates are 
appointed ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: No. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether Government considers the desirability 
of consulting those proprietors in these matters? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The management of the Court of Wards 
Estates is entirely the responsibility of the Government and they do not 
think it necessary to consult the proprietors of the respective estates in 
making appointments of such ojBBcers. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister .be pleased to state if the Government is responsible for the appoint- 
ment of oificers and if suitable Muslims are available, how is it that out 
of 38 Managers only 4 are Muslims, out of 19 Assistant Managers 1 is Muslim 
and out of 49 Circle Inspectors 10 are Muslims? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The present Ministry are not responsible 
for these appointments. 

Mr. KHAIRAT H088AIN; With reference to the statement, No. 89 
against Bogra-Noakhila Wards Estate, may I know from the Government 
whether that estate has been released or still that is a ward estate? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 


Delay in payment o( oompensation for acquisition of lands in Dinalpur 

district. 

•2. Mf. HA88AN ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state— 

(a) how many acres of cultivable lands in Dinajpur dStrict have been 
^quired for Parbatipur Military Railway constructions and 
Petrol ^mping Lines at Phulbari and other places and in which 
year and also for construction of aerodrome at Sibganj ; 



947J 


QUESTIONS. 


11 


(b) what amount of money were to be given on account of prices of 

these lands to the owners thereof; 

(c) how much of the prices and compensation has been paid up till now 

and how much remains still unpaid ; and 

(d) if not wholly paid as yet, what are the reasons for delay in 

payments ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behatf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur 
Kahman)! (a), (b) and (c) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(d) All possible steps have been taken to expedite payment of compen- 
ition. Some delay, however, unavoidably took place as detailed schedules 
ad to be prepared, careful checking had to be done and detailed enquiries 
ad in some cases to be undertaken before payment could be made. 

Mr. HAS8AN ALI: From the statement it appears that large sums of 
aoney, as good as about Es. 6 lakhs, are remaining unpaid. Will the 
lon’ble Minister be pleased to state when they are expected to be paid? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED S T think a large portion of the sum which 
he Hon’ble Minister has referred to has been paid, and the rest which is 
till unpaid will be expeditiously paid as far as possible. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: When it was 
lossible for the Government and the military authorities to acquire lands 
n two, three, four days, how is it that it was not possible to expedite the 
aatter and make payments soon? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMEDs Acquisitions are to be made under 
pecial circumstances and, as a matter of fact, there was emergency, but 
rhen payments are made details are to be worked out. The same procedure 
lad to be adopted to come to a settlement as to the amount that had to be 
laid as compensation and naturally it required time. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: What possible 
teps are being taken by Government to expedite ithe payments? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The officers are being asked to expedite 
he matter. 


Compensation for evacuees of Feni subdivision. 

*3. Mr. HARAN CHANDRA GHOBH CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 
lon^ble Minister in charge of the Department of Land and Land Eevenue 
e pleased to state — 

(i) the number of villages that were ordered to be evacuated in the Feni 
subdivision of the Noakhali district between March, 1942, and 
December, 1945; 

(it) the number of them that are still under Government occupation ; 

(iii) if Government propose to release them to their owners; and 

(iv) if so, when ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the inhabitants of the villages of Barahipur, Dharma- 
lur, Kajilbag, Sultanpur and some other where an aerodrome had been con- 
tructe^ have not received any compensation at all during the last few years 
br the land thus occupied ? 

! (c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the 
jame? 

I {d) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

(0 nleased tn nnnniHpr dpsirn.hili+.-u nf oriviTi cr +.li» AvnmiApfi si.rlAniifl.iA mm- 
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{e) Is it a fact that the eTacnees of the Feni subdivision who have gc 
their lands back are experiencing great difficulties in building their house 
due to high price and scarcity of building materials, viz., corrugated iro: 
sheets, bamboos, and other roofing materials P 

if) If the answer of {e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minis te 
be pleased to consider the desirability of providing the evacuees, who hav 
got their lands back, with building materials at a reasonable price in vie\ 
of the costliness and scarcity of the same nowadays ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDOIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlu 
Rahman): {a) {i) Seventy-four (some fully and some partly evacuated) 

(w) Twenty-three. 

{Hi) and {iv) Handing back of lands under the “grow more food** schemi 
has already wgun. Formal derequisition can, however, be made only oi 
receipt of military sanction. The military authorities have already oeei 
moved to sanction early derequisition. 

(6) and (c) No. Land compensation up to 1943-44 for all mauza^ ha 
already been paid. Land compensation for 1944-45 in respect of 10 mauza 
of the Feni Air field has also b^n paid and that for the remaining 13 mauza 
will be paid shortly. There .was some delay in payment of compensatioi 
owing to the examination of the question of recovery of certain sums con 
sidered to have been overpaid. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Corrugated iron sheets are not available in large quantities but ther 
is no dearth of bamboos and other roofing materials. 

(/) This is not considered quite feasible. Instructions have, however 
been issued to the local officers to pay terminal compensation for damages 
etc., as quickly as jwssible to enable the evacuees to build their houses. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’bl 
Minister be pleased to state the number of evacuees whose lands have bee: 
requisitioned by the Government? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon bl 

Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that the question of recover; 
was considered by the Government and a circular was issued over th 
signature of K. C. Mitra of the Revenue Department saying that the rate 
of compensation voluntarily accepted by the owners and payable under th 
terms of agreement under no circumstances can be revised? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: When the acceptance was voluntar;y 
(the question of revision does not arise. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please 
to state the basis for calculating these compensations and whether in mal 
ing these calculations the rise in prices of building materials has bee 
taken into consideration? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Certainly. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: My question has not been answerec 
My question is the basis for calculation. “Certainly** is not the answer. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Noj I have replied to the question. ] 
there are two questions at the same time, how can I reply? 

ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stai 
if he is awar^.- that two or three thousand cases have been lodged agaiuE 
Government for inadequate compensation? 



Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I cannot give you tlie figure now. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ ble Minister be pleased 
to state wbat is the basis of calculation for compensation that is paid to 
these people? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; Some Special Officers have been 
appointed, but with regard Jo the compensation I ask for notice. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With reference to answer (/), namely, 
‘'This is not considered quite ieasible”, am I right in presuming that this 
relates to corrugated iron sheets only? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: All materials. 

Mr. BIMAL OOMAR CHOSE: In view of wbat the Hon’ble Minister 
has just now said, is it not in conflict with bis answer (e) where the 
Hon’ble Minister says that there is no dearth of bamboos and other roofing 
materials but that the shortage was only in respect of corrugated iron sheets ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It is not possible for Government to 
supply all materials to evacuees but only to help them in all possible ways. 
But Government cannot take the responsibility for supplying all materials 
necessary for constructing houses. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: In view of the fact that there is 
shortage only in respect of corrugated iron sheets, will Government consider 
the desirability of furnishing these items to the villagers so that they may 
construct their homes ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government will consider this question. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Compensation Office is saturated 
with corruption, bribery and jobbery, and one crore of ruppes has been 
misappropriated? That is the public opinion there. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government is not prepared to accept 
the statement unless there are some specific cases. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that Mr, Muazzemuddin Hosain, ex-Eevenue Minister, 
visited this office and observed that the account kept there was worse than 
that kept in the grocer’s shop? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I am not aware of that, but that does 
not amount to dishonesty, 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of transferring and 
reshuffiing the whole lot and replacing them by a better staff? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Unless there is any definite charge 
Government cannot give any guarantee to reshuffie the staff. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that when the Minister visited the place, even women com- 
plained that those were the gentlemen who said that they would not accept 
their application unless they got five rupees? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; I would ask the honourable member 
to bring specific cases of corruption and misbehaviour, and if such a case 
is brought, I will certainly consider it. 
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Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUOHURY: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that a gentleman named Eai Bahadur Binesh Chandra 
Gupta was sent to enquire into the matter and that a list of 35 items of 
grievances was given to him? If so, will the Hon^ble Minister he pleased 
to state what steps Government have taken to redress those grievances? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Will you please split up the questions and 
put them one by one? 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps Government have taken or are going 
to take with regard to the grievances of the people on the basis of the report 
of the enquiry made by Eai Bahadur Gupta? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: That is under consideration of Govern* 
ment. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Central Government laid down any standard of basis 
for calculation of compensation and whether that standard has been adhered 
to? 


Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes, there is a standard of basis laid 
down by the Central Government, and that is being adhered to as far as 
possible. 

Mr. ABDUL MOMINs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why the rate of compensation at Comilla is lower than that at Feni? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether corrugated iron sheets are being sold 
in the black market though they are not being ^iven for the use of those 
whose houses were taken by the military authorities? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I submit, Sir, this question does not 
arise. Government have no knowledge of the black market. 

Budget provision for arrear dearness allowance and increase in the pay of 
low-paid Government servants. 

•4. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon^bl© Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(а) what will be the amount of arrear dearness allowance per head per 

month for which budget provision has been made for different 
Government servants in the different departments according to 
the different scales or grades of pay; 

(б) what will be the amount of increase in the pay of low-paid Govern- 

ment servants for which budget provision has been mad© in the 
different departments according to the different scales or grades of 
pay ; and 

(c). whether the mehial staff are also included in tins? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): (a) 

A statement furnishing the requisite particulars is laid on the Table. 

(b) The Table in Appendix E on page 134 of the current year’s Eed Book 
furnishes the requisite details. 

(c) Yes. 
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Statement referred, to vn reply to elaute (a) of starred question No. 4. 

DSTAitS OF AXSEAX DBAXNBSS ALIOWANCB PBOVIDED FOE IE THE BtTOQET FOB 

1946-47. 



Rates of dearness allowance for 
the period from 1st July to Slst 
December, 1944. 


Period for 

Class of Covemment 
servants. 

Previous rate 
sanctioned in 
Government 
Order No. 
1970F., dated 

Enhanced rate 
subsequently 
sanctioned in 
Government 
Order No. 

Amoimt of 
arrear dearness 
allowance per 
head per month. 

which 
provision 
has been 
made in 
the budget 


4th October, 

1130-Estbt8., 




1944. 

dated Ist 
April, 1946. 



I. Subordinate services — 




jQM 

(a) Drawing pay be- 
low Rs.35. 

Rs.l4 

Rs.20 

Rs.e • 


(5) Drawing Rs.36 
and above. 

10 per cent, of 
pay subject to 
a minimum of 
R8.18. 

17^ per cent, of 
pay subject to 
a minimum of 
Rs.22. 

7^ per cent, of 
pay subject to 
a minimum of 
Rs.4. 

Do. 

n. Provincial services — 
(o) Unmarried — 





(i) Whose pay does 
not exceed R8.760. 

6 per cent, of 
pay subject to 
a minimum of 
Rs.30. 

7^ per cent, of 
pay subject to 
a minimum of 
R8.30. 

2^ per cent, of 
pay. 

Do. 

(tt) Whose pay ex- 
ceeds Rs.750 but 
does not exceed 
R8.787. 

Marginal only, 
i.e., such 

amoimt as to- 
gether with 

pay will equal 
R8.787. 

7J per cent, of 
pay. 

7| per cent, of 
pay less mar- 
ginal amount 
previously 
drawn. 

Do. 

{in) Whose pay 
exceeds R8.787 

Nil 

7^ per cent, of 
pay. 

7^ per cent, of 
pay. 

Do. 

but does not 
exceed Rs. 1,000. 



{iv) Whose pay 
exceeds Rs. 1,000. 

Nil 

Marginal only, 
i.e., such 

amount as to- 
gether with 
pay will equal 
R8.1,076. 

Marginal amount 

Do. 

(6) Married — 




(t) Whose pay does 
not exceed 

R8.1.000. 

10 per cent, of 
pay subject to 
a minimum of 
Rs.60. 

17^ per cent, of 
pay subject to 
a minimum of 
Rfl.60. 

7^ per cent, of 
pay. 

Do. 

(u) Whose pay 
exceeds Rs. 1,000 
but does not ex- 
ceed Rs. 1,090. 

Marginal only, 
i.e., such 

amount as to- 
gether with 

pay will equal 
R8.1,100. 

17^ per cent, of 
pay. 

17^ per cent, of 
pay less mar- 
ginal amount 
previously 
drawn. 

Do. 

{in) Whose pay 
exceeds Rs.1,099 
but does not ex- 
ceed Rs.2,000. 

Nil 

17^ per cent, of 
pay subject to 
a maximum of 
R8.263. 

17 J per cent, 
pay subject 
a maximum 
Rb.263. 

Do. 

(w) Whose pay 
exceeds R8.2,000. 

Nil 

Marginal only, 
i.e., such 

amoimt as to- 
gether with 

pay will equal 
R8.2,263. 

Marginal 

amount. 

Do. 

' H. Seoretary of States’ 

Same as in the case of the Provincial Services — Vide II above. 

services. 

1 
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SalMtion of canifidatas for posts of Excise Sut^lnspeotors. 

•5. Mr. A. Ml A. ZAMAN: (a) Will the Hon' ble Minister in charge o: 
the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that wit] 
regard to the selection of Excise Sub-Inspector preliminary interviews o 
candidates have already taken place this year? 

(6) Is it a fact that first preference is usually given to meritorious candi 
dates who have creditable educational qualifications P 

(c) Is it a fact that a circular was issued by the Government of Indii 
to all Provincial Governments to the effect that first preference will be givei 
to the war service candidates ? 

(d) If the reply to clauses (a), (6) and (c) is in the affirmative, will th( 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many of those selected for the posts have been taken from scholar 
ship-holders and war servicemen ; 

(w) what are their names; 

(Hi) names of scholarship-holders and war servicemen who originally 
applied for the posts ; and 

(iv) total number of applicants and their names ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed AM): {a] 

lYes. Interviews have so far been made by District Officers for districi 
nominations only. The candidates have not yet been interviewed finally by 
the Public Service Commission. 

{h) Final selection is made on the recommendation of the Public Serviw 
Cbmmission. Government are not aware what criterion is followed by the 
Commission in giving the first preference. Government have prescribed only 
the minimum educational qualification. 

{c) No. Only a certain percentage of the vacancies that occurred ii 
th(‘ end of December, 1945, has been reserved for war service candidates 

{d) Does not rise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the detailed reply t( 
this question, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether inter- 
views had already taken place on the 4th of January and the following 
dates ? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Yes. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: With reference to answer (c), will tffi 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who is the authority that has fixed thii 
percentage of the vacancies to be reserved for war service candidates? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: The Government of Bengal. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: What is th( 
percentage of reservation of vacancies for war service people ? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: I would refer the honourable member to the circular 
memorandum No. 143 Est. Calcutta, dated 2nd May, 1946. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just nov 
given that interviews had taken place, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasec 
ito reply to question fd) in detail? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: The recommendations of ihe Public Service Com 
mission have not yet been received. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasei 
to state what were the considerations that actuated the Government ii 
reserving a certain percentage of vacancies for war service candidates? 
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Mr! 8« A. SALIM; That was outlined by a nbtihcation of the Oovem- 
ment of India. 

Mfi ifiANKU BEHARI MANDAL: What is the minimum standard of 
qualification for these posts? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; In view of the answer just now 
given, may I take it that there are no fixed standards maintained by the 
Government in the matter of recruitment to these services? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: There are standards, of course. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ]:)leased 
to state whether it is incumbent on the Government to follow the circular 
that was issued by the Government of India in respect of reserving a certain 
percentage of vacancies for war service candidates? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM; On the basis of the circular issued by the Govern- 
ment of India the Government of Bengal accepted the percentage laid down. 

Mr. BIMAL CO MAR CHOSE: Sir, I am sorry, my question has not 
been answered. My question is, whether it is incumbent on the Govern- 
ment to accept or they voluntarily accepted that circular? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: My question is, whether it is incumbent 
or not on the Government of Bengal to follow that circular? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: If the Provincial Government decide to give efieo]^ 
to the circular, they may do that. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: The Provincial Government concurred 
with the Commission in reserving a certain percentage. Is that the posi- 
tion? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: They have concurred. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the policy of the Government not 
to be aware about the criterion to be followed by the Public Service Com- 
mission in all sorts of appointments? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM; That question does not arise. 

Demonstration within the Assembly House compound. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, may I refer [to one incident that 
is now taking place just in front of the Assembly building? Several 
students, Muhammadan and Hindu, are there. They are making some 
demonstration, I do not know what for, but the police are assaulting them 
and pushing them with lathis. There may be some accidents and there may 
be something serious there. Will you please enquire into the matter and 
stop the police from assaulting them? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot adjourn the business of the House. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will you kindly ascertain wha.t is the 
position and find out what is going on outside because we are hearing noise? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sending a responsible person for 
enquiry. 





I^QTii res. 




Mr. MUHAMMAD HAfilBULLAH CHAUOHURYS WiU you please 
ask any of the members of the Cabinet to go and ascertain wha^ is going 
on there P That was done on the last occasion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leaders can go there. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order, Sir. Is it not a fact that then 
was an agreement last session that all demonstrations and processions should 
be kept outside the compound of the Assembly building? Was it not ai 
agreement between the parties? Have I made myself clear? There wa« 
an agreement that in future demonstrations and processions should be kepi 
outside the compound and it was left to you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to sec 
that that agreement was enforced. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tes, Mr. Stark’s statement is correct. ] 
also consulted the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and I found that there 
was really an agreement between the paries that demonstrations shoulc 
be kept outside the Assembly House compound. But so far as today’ i 
demonstrations are concerned, when the first batch of demonstrators really 
came inside the Assembly House compound, I was sitting in my chambe] 
and they came unnoticed. Nobody had the information that the demon 
strators would be entering the* compound. But when the Council was sitting 
it was not within my jurisdiction to take action in the matter and whei 
the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Hardwick, came to see me I advised hin 
to see the Hon’ble the President of the Upper House. He and the Deputy 
Commissioner (South) saw the President of the Upper House who, I under 
stand, ordered that whatever demonstrators might have entered the Assembly 
House compound, might remain but further demonstrators should not bi 
allowed to enter the compound. That order is being pursued even now. 

Mr. Mi A. H. ISPAHAN! : Do I understand that any particular parti 
is responsible for the demonstration that is taking place this afternoon? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is more than I can say. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: On a point of information. Sir. Wha| are tk 
names of the parties between which this agreement was arrived at that n( 
demonstrations would be allowed to enter the Assembly precincts? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: “Parties” means the principal parties 
those who have the status of parties. 

Mr. ilYOTI BASU: 1 would like to know the names. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You know the names of the parties. It i 
not for me to say, but if you want enlightenment, I can tell you — Govern 
ment Party, the Opposition Party and the European Party. 

Mr. ilYOTI BASU: Opposition includes so many groups and parties 
I would like to know the specific parties. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Groups are not parties. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Did the Muslim League as a party in the Assembl; 
or the Congress as a party in the Assembly agree to this that demonstrsi 
tions will not come inside the precincts of the Assembly House? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Goyernment party and the party 
in opposition. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: On a point of information, Sir. What 
is the demonstration today for? We do not know anything about it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As far as 1 have been able to ascertain 
from the slogans used by the demonstrators, it is really a fight between two 
persons, viz., Mr. Fazlul Huq and Mr. Abul Hashim, for the presidentship 
of the Provincial Muslim League Council. That is what I could guess from 
the slogans that are being shouted by the demonstrators. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a point of order. May I respectfully 
request the Chair not to drag in persons without their permission into 
controversies in which they have taken no part. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I really do not understand, Mr. Fazlul Huq. 
I would like that the honourable member would be categorical. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am the only Fazlul Huq here and Jherefore 
I would object to what has been said. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When I said Mr. Fazlul Huq, I meant the 
honourable Mr. Fazlul Huq who stood on his legs just now. 


AssessMs under Bengal Agricultural Ineome Tax Act, in DinaltMr 

district. 

*6. Mr. H ASSAM ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of assessees under the Bengal Agricultural Income Tax 

Act, 1944, in the Dinajpur district in the year 1351 B.S. and 
1352 B.S. ; 

(ii) how much money has been collected on account of the Agricultural 

Income-tax in the district in the said years ; 

(iii) how many appeals have been preferred to the Assistant Commis- 

sioners, Agricultural Income-tax, against the assessments of the 
Income-tax Officer at Dinajpur and how many appeals were 
allowed and how many are still pending ; 

(iv) what is the amount of collection of Agricultural Income-tax for the 

years 1351 and 1352 in each of the districts of the Province; and 

{v) how many appeals were preferred against the assessment of the 
Income-tax Officers for the years 1351 and 1352 in each of the 
districts (excepting Dinajpur) of the Province and with what 
results ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): (») 

2,661 in each of the years 1351 and 1352 B.S. 

Us. 

(u) In 1351 B.S. (i.e., 1944-45) ... Nil 

In 1362 B.S. (i.e., 1946-46) ... 4,36,080 

(uQ to (i?) Statements are laid on the TaUe. 



Statement referred to in reply to clause (iit) of starred question No. 








Statement referred to in reply to clause (iv) of starred question No. 6. 


Name of the district. 


Collection in 
1351 B.S., i.e., 
in 1944.45, 

Collection in 
1352 B.S., i.e., 
in 1945-46. 



Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Calcutta 



36,68,567 3 0 

24-Parganas 



1,06,771 3 0 

Howrah 



9,056 12 0 

Hooghly 



23,876 7 0 

Nadia 



90,267 5 0 

Murshidabad 



3,16,097 11 0 

Burdwan 



2,79,285 10 6 

Birbhum 



8,233 6 0 

Bankura 



41,729 14 0 

Midnapore 



3,34,768 3 0 

Khulna 



2,98,646 12 0 

Jessore 



49,461 6 0 

Barisal 



1,29,382 14 0 

Faridpur 



28,354 15 0 

Dacca 



3,83,673 1 0 

Mymensingh 



9,74,860 9 6 

Tippera 



1,29,073 7 0 

Noakhali 



21,380 9 0 

Chittagong (with Chittagong Hill Tracts) 


40,819 0 0 

Jalpaiguri 



5,29,043 7 0 

Darjeeling 

• • 


54,082 0 0 

Dinajpur 



4,35,030 0 0 

Rangpur 



1,05,341 6 0 

Bogra 



1,34,702 7 0 

Pabna 



1,68009 4 0 

Malda 


119 8 0 

2,29,186 3 0 

Kajshahi 


9,344 8 0 

5,01,531 1 0 

Total 

, , 

9,464 0 0 

90,91,232 0 0 



Stotement referred to in reply to clause (y) of starred question No. 














] 


QUESTIONS. 


23 


35 

2 

20 

' 17 

41 

6 

10 

12 

■0* 

s 

22 

4 

6 

13 

12 

60 

7 

4 

522 

CO CO 

(O 


46 


34 


218 

1 

1 

3 

32 

3 

1 

1 

7 

4 

26 

1 

176 

AV 

67 

4 

8 

33 

29 

101 

13 

14 

12 

1,026 

. :::::::::: 


Halda 

Raugpiir 

Bogra 

Dacca 

Faridpur 

MymenBingh 

Tippera 

Noakhali 

Chittagong 

Chittagong Hill Tracts . . 

Total 
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Improvement of Old Benares Road between Chanditala and Sheakhala. 

•7. Mr. RADHANATH DA8s (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in cha; 
of the Works and Buildings Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra of Kalachara sent a memori 

dated the 13th December, 1945, to His Excellency the Goven 
in which all facts and figures have been described for the impro 
ment of the Old Benares Road between Chanditala and SheakL 
that was redirected to the Works and Buildings Department 
the 24th January, 1946; 

(ii) how many representatjons have been received by the Governmi 

from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Bengal Natioi 
Chamber of Commerce, the Marwari Chamber of Commerce, 1 
Muslim Chamber of Commerce, who have repeatedly requested 1 
Government to start work immediately for the improvement 
the Old Benares Road between Chanaitala and Sheakhala, t 
improvement of which was promised by the Government und 
letter No. 1276C., dated the 22nd May, 1939; 

(Hi) whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to t 
petition, dated the 6th July, 1946, sent by the said petition 
stating that the said unmetalled road is now quite impassal] 
during the rainy season and the difficulties of the pedestrians ai 
the cart traffic have been awfully increased; and 

(iv) whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to t 
cuttings of the Amrit^a Bazar Patrika^ Calcutta, dated the a 
November, 1945, the Advance, Calcutta, dated the 20th Februa 
1946, the Morning News, Calcutta, dated the 7th March, 19 
which were sent to the Government by the said petitioner? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minis 
be pleased to state — 

(i) when the work is to start on this project; and 

(ii) what is the estimated time for the completion of this work? 

MINISTER in charge of WORKS AND BUILDINGS DEPARTMi^ 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Dwarakanath Barori): (a) (i), (m) and (iv) Yes. 

(ii) Several representations were received from these bodies and they wi 
informed of the position. 

(h) (i) It has been decided to maintain the road in a state of good rep 
as an existing unmetalled road until the Calcutta-Delhi National High 
and other post-war roads meant for this area are completed. Orders 1 
accordingly been issued for taking up the maintenance of the road, wl 
will be done after the rains and after water has subsided from the side lai 

(ii) About 3 months, 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE. With reference to answer (&), will 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to who is responsible for the I 
cutta-Delhi National Highway and other post-war roads and as to when ti 
are likely to be completed? 

The Hon'ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI; That is a matter for* 
Central Government. 

Mr. BIMAL dOMAR CHOSE. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pl^ 
to state whether the Bengal Government have any information fron 
Central Government as to when this work may be completed ? 

The Hon'We Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI; Not yet. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With respect to rains that is ref< 
to in an^er (b)(t), is it coming rain or the rain which had already g 
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The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: The work has already 
len started. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: I wanted to know whether the rain 
ferred to in answer {b){i) is the coming rain or the rain which was already 
'er. 

The Hon’bie Mr. DWARAKAHATH BARORI: Rain already over. 

I Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Three months have already elapsed 
lince the rains have been over. Has the road been brought up to a state 
)f serviceable use? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: The work has already 
)een started. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With reference to answer {h)(ii) in 
vhich the Hon’ble Minister has stated “About three months” and since 
hree months have already elapsed, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
0 state as to why the work has not already been completed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: Three months are not 
et over. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, I could not get any answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: He has said that three months 
re not yet over. 

Demonstration within Assembly House compound. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I may tell the honourable members of this 
assembly that I have now received a note from the Deputy Commissioner 
f Police on duty. This is the note: “The boys are attacking the police 
ad trying to rush into the Chamber. It is necessary to arrest them all 
n unlawful assembly and assaulting police officers.” (Mr. Kiran 
AKKAR Roy: Government may take such action as they think fit.) If 
ou think it is the business of Government to take such action as the 
bvernment think fit I will hand over the slip to the Government. (Cries 
f “Yes, yes” by some members.) I hope the honourable members will 
ear me first. I will in that case be content by handing over this chit to 
le Government, but I have heard discussion in this House that when the 
peaker has refused to do something on an occasion like this it had been 
lid that he had abdicated. If honourable members really want the Speaker 
) exercise his power I would like to hear the leaders of the different parties, 
would hear their suggestions first. I do not want to give my opinion now. 
feel it is a question of principle which had been decided upon once and it 
in be decided upon again as to what steps should be taken on an occasion 
ke this. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: You should 
Ijourn the House for five minutes and discuss the matter with party leaders. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: I support you. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There will be no adjournment. I am 
repared to hear the opinions of the leaders of the different parties. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I am sorry, without knowing all the facts 
id without understanding the background I am not in a position to advise 
in this matter. 
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Mn lit R. WALKER: Speaking for the European Group — cannoj 
advise you — but speaking for this Group we will support you in anything 
you do which will maintain law and order, and anybody who defies law an( 
order should he dealt with. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Sir, if is a very grave matter; the police are agaii 
trying to ^a<Ai-charge the students. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, kindly take your seat. I wil 
only hear the leaders of the different parties. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Sir, I have a right to speak as it is such a grav( 
and important matter when students are going to be Za^Az-charged by th( 
police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Hon’ble the Chiei 
Minister is not here, and I am in a somewhat embarrassing position, 
because I do not know the details of the statement which the Deputy Com 
missioner of Police has made, but on the last occasion it was, I believe 
the desire of the House that anything which happens within the premise! 
of the Assembly should be dealt with by the Speaker and therefore it is foi 
you, Sir, as the officiating Speaker today to take up the matter; and if i 
is the desire of the House that the matter should be dealt with by Govem-i 
ment, Government ^is certainly competent enough to deal with the situation! 
effectively. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would like to hear the leader of tht 
Opposition. He observed a few minutes ago that it was the business of 
the Government to deal with this matter. Does he still maintain that view ? 

Mr. KIRAH SANKAR ROY; Either it is the business of Government 
or it is the business of Government according to your instructions. We 
do not come ino the picture at all. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask for co-operation of the leaders of the 
different parties. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Our co-operation is always sought foi 
on an occasion like this ; otherwise our co-operation is never sought for. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as I am concerned I have sought foi 
your co-operation on other occasions too. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: I am noi speaking personally of you. 

Mr, JYOTI BASU: Sir, I was trying to tell you very humbly [that this 
is a very important matter. A note has been handed over to you that 
students outside the premises of this House are again being beaten up b} 
[the police. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think you have not heard when I read ou 
the note. Do you want me to read it out again? 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Some members heard that some students wen 
roughly handled by the police. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPBAKER: You said that on the authority of ai 
honourable member, but the note does not say that. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: I hear that a member of this House has already 
brought to your notice that some of the students have been mishandled anc 
as such I think that it is your duty and it is the duty of everybody her( 
to adjourn the House for sometime, go out and find out what is happening 
and prevent the police from ZaiAt-charging the students. We have hac 
enough of thes^ ZaZA^-charges. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Has anyone seen thafP 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Yes, Sir, I have seen with my own 
eyes, and probably it was Mr. Doha who was trying to prevent them, but 
they were not listening to what Mr. Doha was saying. I think it was 
probably Mr. Doha. In spite of his trjring to prevent rough handling of 
the students the European sergeants were actually roughly handling the 
students. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, before you give your verdict 
or order, I hope you will realise one thing, i.e., the Speaker of the House 
must be consistent throughout. If the Speaker says that this matter should 
be handled by Government on the advice of ihe leaders of parties I hope 
he will maintain this consistency throughout and not shirk this responsibility 
second time if there is any action taken by Government. I believe the 
leader of the Opposition made a complaint sometime back that any incident 
which occurs within the precincts of the Assembly House should be dealt 
with by the Speaker. If he wants that position to be maintained, I would 
aaturally advise the Speaker to deal with the situation now. I do not think 
the leader of the Opposition has any right to conveniently shirk his 
responsibility and on another occasion take up the issue and say that this 
Is outside the jurisdiction of Government. I hope whatever action is taken 
aow will create a precedent and there will be consistency throughout and 
the leader of the Opposition will not have any occasion to grumble or 
complain later on. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Why not.^ 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Sir, we have 
jot three reports of the incident up till now. One from you; you said that 
this is in connection with election and fight between two groups of the 
Muslim League led by Mr. Fazlul Huq and Mr. Abul Hashirn. The second 
information is from a member of the Opposition who said that students are 
being assaulted. He saw it; there are others also who saw it with their 
)wn eyes. Information No. 3 is from the Deputy Commissioner of Police 
ko the effect that innocent police officers are being assaulted by the students. 

I would request one of the members of the Cabinet to go out and ascertain 
khe facts as the Hon’ble the Chief Minister is not present here. I made 
khaf suggestion but unfortunately my suggestion has not been accepted. I 
ilso find now that the leader of the Opposition is shirking his responsibility. 
On other occasions he delivered long speeches, but today he is indifferent. 
3ir, according to the remarks of one of the members opposite I understand 
that the students are being assaulted. Others have also heard to that 
jffect. We therefore want to adjourn the business of the House for a short 
vhile. Let us go out and see what is going on outside and whether it is 
n connection with the Muslim League election or anything else concerning 
khis Assembly. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: May I make a further statement, Sir. I 
m sorry the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali and other friends have mis- 
inderstood me. First of all I deny that the Opposition has any responsibility 
n this matter. I am perfectly willing to concede and, I think, it is agreed 
ihat within the Assembly premises and the Assembly House compound the 
police ought to act under the orders of the Speaker. I have never denied 
khat. But when you asked me for my advice I said that I was not competent 
io advise you without knowing all the incidents and the background of it. 
Further the whole question is embarrassing because I understand the 

m11 ..1 .. J n-M 4-0 nvtj} n-rtvr <..7^nnAA T -vM n-vr fsiTTA •■Maw laa.] 4'A 
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incidents that have happened. If you want me to give you advice I can 
possibly do so provided I know all the facts. Otherwise it is not possible 
for me to advise you. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the matter is very urgent and 
reports are coming that the students outside are being assaulted. So there 
is not much time to lose. It was decided long ago that this Assembly House 
and the grounds around are within the jurisdiction of the Speaker and, in 
his absence, of the Deputy Speaker. The Cabinet Ministers do not come 
into the picture. So long as the Speaker is alive to his duties and to the 
rights and privileges of this Assembly, it is the clear duty of the Speaker 
or of the Deputy Speaker, whoever may be in charge, to deal with the matter 
according to law. So there is no time to lose. I would ask the Deputy 
Speaker to adjourn the House for a few minutes and take such leaders as 
would co-operate with him in dealing with the situation and I hope within 
five minutes the matter may be settled. But if you make delay, the matter 
may pass out of your control. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:, I have heard the leaders of the different 
parties and I will decide my course of action. In the meantime the business 
of the House may go on. 

(Further supplementaries to starred question No. 7.) 

Mr. IBIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when those three months will be over? 

The Hoil’l{)le Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: I want notice. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he is aware that a scheme for improvement of this road was sanctioned some 
years ago and that an expenditure of Es. 1,78,000 was incurred on that road? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: I ask for notice. 

Afipointment of Muslim Assistant Engineers in Works and Buildings 

Department. 

*8. Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Miuister in charge of the Works and Buildings Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) how many temporary Muslim Assistant Engineers are now working 
in Works and Buildings Department; 

(it) how many temporary Assistant Engineers have been made perma- 
nent in 1946 and 1946; 

(iti) how many of them are — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims; 

(iv) whether the posts were advertised ; 

(v) if not, why not ; and 

(vi) whether the communal ratio has been maintained in permanen 

services of Assistant Engineers? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (vi) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state what action he is proposing to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: (a) (i) Nine. 

(ii) 1945—2. 

1946— nil. 

(Hi) (1) — 2. 

(2>— -nil. . 
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(it;) and (t;) The two appointments were not cases of direct recruitment by 
advertisement. They were cases of conversion of two non-gazetted technical, 
permanent i)osts ultimately to two permanent posts of Assistant Engineers 
together with their permanent incumbents. 

(vi) and (h) Yes, as far as possible. So far as the 2 permanent appoint- 
ments referred to above are concerned, the fact that both the permanent posts 
have been filled by non-Muslims will be taken into account in allotting 
future permanent vacancies in the Bengal Engineering Service to different 
communities. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the converted posts should not be treated 
as new posts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: The posts were not 
cases of direct recruitment. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether this is a method adopted to defeat the 
object of the communal ratio rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: No. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD IHA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long the Government will use such vague and 
uncertain terms like '‘as far as possible”, so far as the question of main- 
tenance of communal ratio is concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: Steps will be taken for 
proper recruitment to future permanent vacancies. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. Is it quite 
right for one Hon’ble Minister to prompt loudly another Hon’ble Minister 
to answer his questions? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIAS: With reference to the 
answer {a)(vi) and (?;), viz., “Yes, as far as possible”, I want to know 
from the Hon’ble Minister how long the Government will use these vague 
terms so far as the maintenance of communal ratio in services is concerned. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not a question for eliciting informa'- 
tion; so, I do not allow it. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARl: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of maintaining the efficiency of the services while 
observing the communal ratio rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: Yes. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us what is the ratio in the case of these appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: I ask for notice. 


Condition of service of the employees of the Electrical Circle. 

♦9. Mr, SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Works and Buildings Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that the employees of Electrical Department, 

Western and Workshop Divisions, are not made permanent even 
after 25 or 30 years of continuous service ; 

(б) whether many of them have 24 hours* duty; 
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(c) whether they are not granted any facility as holiday pay, overtime, 

etc. ; and 

(d) whether the Hon’ble Minister is considering the desirability of 

enquiry into their long-standing grievances and making perma- 
nent all those who have put in one year’s approved service? 

The Hon'ble Mr, DWiVRAKANATH BARORI: {a) I presume the 
honourable member refers to the employees borne on the work-charged estab- 
lishment of the Western (Electrical) and the Workshop (Electrical) Divisions. 
They are treated throughout their term of employment as members of work- 
charged establishmnt which is separate from permanent establishment. 

(6) No one is on 24 hours’ duty. A very few men are allowed to stay 
in the premises of jails and hospitals so that they may be available to attend 
to any emergency at night. 

(c) They are paid for all holidays. Hours of work are so regulated that 
the question of granting overtime allowance does not arise. 

(d) The conditions of employment of these men are under review. 

Mr, BIMAL COMAR GliOSE; Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
explain what he means by work-charged establishment? 

The Hon’ble Mr, DWARAKANATH BARORI; It is a matter of 
general knowledge. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department be pleased to state whether these posts 
are like those of the Ministers — permanently non-permanent? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not a question. 

Firing upon workers of Dakeswari Cotton Mills No. 2. 

•lOi Mr, JYOTI BA8U: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
• Home Department aware that on the 25th March, 1946, the Police and the 
authorities of the Dakeswari Cotton Mills No. 2 in Narayangunge opened 
fire upon the workers of the Mills? 

(6) If so, how many were killed as a result of such firings and how many 
were injured? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any enquiry was 
held into these incidents? 

(d) If so, whether the results of the enquiry were made known to the 
Police or the workers of the Mills ? 

(e) If the Government are aware that criminal cases have been launched 
against the workers of the Mills? 

(/) If any officer or employee of the Dakeswari Cotton Mills No. 2 was 
arrested for firing upon the workers? 

(^) If the Government contemplate to withdraw the cases against the 
workers concerned and* also if the Government are prepared to hold non- 
official enquiry into the incidents of the 26th March, 1946? 

Mr, ABDUL KARNM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawanly): 

(a) and (c) Yes. 

(b) Four were killed and forty-nine persons were injured and admitted 
into the hospital. 

(d) Yes. The Judicial Enquiry in the complaint cases having been held 
by the |b^visional Officer publicly, the results are known to all concerned. 

(e) 1 !^, against persons believed to have been guilty of assaults against 
the police. 

(/) and (p) No. 
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Mfi ilYOTI BASUS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, 
with regard to answer (<i), whether apart from the judicial enquiry with 
regard to a complaint case in court, any other public enquiry was held into 
this firing incident in the Dakeswari Mills? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM; No. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U; With regard to answer (e), is it the avowed policy 
of the Government always to arrest workers and not the owners of mills? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Then why were not those people arrested when 
they fired on the workers? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM. There was sufficient cause to arrest them. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: I wiuld like to know what was the sufficient cause 
to the knowledge of the Minister? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM. They were found guilty of assault. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: There was alle- 
gation that the Manager fired upon the workers. Why the police did not 
arrest the Manager and take steps? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: There was no such allegation before Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Whether the Minister would be pleased to state if, 
after an enquiry was held, they found out that the workers were guilty of 
assault ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: It was done by judicial enquiry. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Apart from the judicial enquiry with regard to 
one case, four other workers were killed as a result of this firing. Whether 
any enquiry was held ihto that matter, I mean public enquiry? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: That was departmen tally enquired into. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH GHAUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state, after the Labour Minister enquired into the 
matter and the strike, was withdrawn, why should not the Government 
withdraw the cases against the workers? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have no information about what was done in 
the Labour Department. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be surprised to hear 
that no departmental enquiry was held with regard to this matter? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I think the reports of the police officers were 
there. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us who held the departmental enquiry? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM; Officers of the Police Department. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Who is this officer of the Police 
Department ? 

/ * 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I think the officers reported the matter to the 
District Magistrat)^ who enquired and reported it to Government. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Was the enquiry held in oamera 
or in nublio? 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: It was not a public enquiry. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAM CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of 
discussing the matter with the Labour Minister who was so sympathetic 
and to see whether it is possible o withdraw all the cases against the 
workers ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Government will consider the matter. 

Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. HARAN CHANDRA GHOSH CHOWDHURY: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the House to move the adjournment motion 
to which you have given consent. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any objection to the adjournment 
motion P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, I think the matter is not 
urgent and therefore does not fulfil the requirement of the provision of the 
adjournment motion. I think it should not be admitted. 

Mr. SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: And the matter is not of recent date. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have given consent. Now, honourable 
members who are in favour of the adjournment motion being moved will 
kindly rise in their seats. 

(Some honourable members rose in their seats.) 

Mr. DllPUTY SPEAKER: Since 80 members have signified their 
assent by standing up in support of the adjournment motion, the leave is 
granted. 

• Mr. JYOTI BASU: Sir, I had moved an adjourfimen't motion regard- 
ing unwarranted and indiscriminate arrests, assaults and shootings by the 
Police on the peasants of a village within Chinir Bander thana where two 
persons were killed and consent was given to that motion. I submit that 
another date should be fixed for discussion of that motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Since one motion is accepted, no other 
date can be fixed for another motion. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: We on this side of the House have many adjourn- 
ment motiohs and consent has been given to them. I think the constitu- 
tional position is that if the Speaker waives the urgency of my motion, 
then the motion can be held over. The rule says that not more than one 
motion can be taken up at the single sitting of the House. That means 
today only one motion can be discussed. Rules do not say that other 
motions cannot be discussed on any other day if the Speaker waives the 
urgency. In view of the importance of the matter we would like to bring 
it to the notice of the House and I w'ould request you to waite the urgency 
of the motion. ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as rules are concerned, all the 
motions which are sought to be moved propose to adjourn the business of 
the House on the 3rd and the business of the 3rd has been carried over to 
the 6th. One motion has been selected and the other motions are not to 
be moved, they automatically fall through. That is so far as the practice 
of this House is concerned. There had never been any occasion in this 
House where more than one motion has been allowed under similar 
circumstances. 
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Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: May I submit, Sir, one tbingf If 
we bring in a fresb adjournment motion on a very vital matter wbicb is 
sjill continuing, for example, non-release of political prisoners, or non- 
supply of mustard oil, if we bring these matters before the House, may we 
expect to dbtain your permission to move an adjournment motion P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot reply to a hypothetical 
question like this. When the honourable member will put forward any 
motion for adjournment, that will be considered on its merits, but it is not 
possible for me to lay down now what I will say on a future motion. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU. Sir, there is no provision in the rules under which 
we cannot fix another date for discussion of another motion for adjourn- 
ment. I do not know whether there is any such rule. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am afraid the honorable 
member is very much misinformed. Both under the rules and according to 
practice in this House only one adjournment motion may be moved in this 
session. Unless certain new things occur, all the other adjournment 
motions lapse. If certain new incidents occur between now and later on 
which may justify other adjournment motions, then obviously other adjourn- 
ment motions can be moved in this session. There will be ample oppor- 
tunity for the honourable members to ventilate their grievances, as this is 
a Budget Session. It is a recognised, well-recognised practice that in the 
Budget Session, if there are matters which the honourable members may 
consider to be of urgent public importance, and if the Speaker does not 
admit them to be moved by way of adjournment motion, because that would 
take up the time of the House, the honourable members have the right to 
discuss them during the Budget on cut motions in this House. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has 
misled us and has misinterpreted the rules. The rules do not say that there 
cannot be moved more than one .adjournment motion in one session. Rule 
98 (i) says that not more than one such motion shall be made at the same 
sitting. I have sufficient respect for the intellect of the Hon’ble [the Chief 
Minister and I think he can distinguish between a session and a sitting. 
The constitutional position is this that not more than one motion can be 
moved at this particular sitting. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think it is not necessary for me to dis- 
cuss this question at the present moment. If the honourable member wants 
(o discuss this question, I would request him to come to my Chamber. I 
shall be glad to discuss that question there. Nor is it necessary to deal 
with the reply given by the Chief Minister. I have given my decision 
already. 

I would like to know from the Leader of the Opposition as to the time 
which should be fixed up for the discussion of the adjournment motion. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Today, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: There are only two or three matters to be 
gone through. Probably they will be finished in five minutes. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: In that case we must have full two 
hours. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Certainly you will have two hours. 

Mr. ilYOTI BA8U: And the other motions lapse? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: As far as the constitutional practice goes 
I have got to take ^up the motion belonging to the Opposition. Consent 
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has beea giyen to other adjournment motions and I have allowed one to be 
discussed. So other motions automatically fall through. 1 cannot 
reconsider the question of your adjournment motion again. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8US You have been referring to the practice. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS At present this practice is obserred. 1 do 
not see any other parliamentary practice just now. 

Mr. JYOTI iBASUs You should set up a new practice. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS If Mr. Basu has got any grievance against 
the Hon’ble Minister for Law and Order, then as the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of law and order has pointed out, he can discuss that question on 
the floor of this House when the Budget demand on that subject will be 
taken up. My honourable friend can move a cut motion and draw the 
attention of the House to the matter which he wants to bring to the notice 
of this House by an adjournment motion. I do not think the honourable 
member will be prejudiced. 

Mr. JYOTI BASUs^ I will do my best to utilise the little privilege I 
have got. But here it is *an important matter concerning peasants. Lakhs 
of peasants in our country are affected by this tebhaga system for which 
they have been ahot down by the Government. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have nothing more to add to what I have 
said. You will have your chance this session. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: On a point of privilege, Sir. I would 
like to point out one thing before the discussion of the adjournment motion 
begins. It is a very important matter of privilege of the honourable 
members of this House. Although four months have elapsed since the 
Assembly was last prorogued, we have not yet been supplied with printed 
muceedings of the business that was transacted during the last session. The 
Budget is scheduled to be presented within 10 or 11 days, and we cannot 
possibly participate in the Budget discussion unless we have proceedings 
of the last session, particularly pronouncements and statements of the 
Ministers, before us. It is absolutely essential that we should get those 
proceedings before the Budget discussion begins. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I had a discussion with Secretary over this 
matter and he tells me that press has not yet supplied him with proceedings* 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GHO^E: Sir, I submit that until the copies of 
last sessions proceedings, either printed or cyclostyled, are supplied to us, 
the presentation of the Budget should be deferred. Why has not the 
Assembly a press of its own. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will consider Uie point raised by 
Mr. Ghose and I will have a discussion with the Hon*ble the Chief Minister. 

Oisorimination in imposing oollective fines at Daoci. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, I may in this 
connection also refer to the policy of Government in imposing collective 
fines in Dacca. GoverSment have imposed more fines on the Hindus than 
on the Muslims and therefore I hope the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker 
will allot another day for this subject. 

Report of the Select Committee on 
The Bengal Non-Agriouitural Tenancy BilIp 1946. 

Mr. SHARFUDOfN AHMED: Sir, I beg to submit the interim report 
of the Select Committee on the Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy Bill that 
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3 referred to a Select Committee by a riiotion of this House and I. shall 
>mit the final report very soon. I pray that time may be extended till 
28th of this month and I hope I will be able to submit the ^al reporl 
that time. 

The motion for extension of time was put and agreed to. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

ORDINANCES. 

The Bengal Jute Mills (Temporary Provision) OrdinanoOi 1948. 

The Hon*ble Mr^ 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED. I beg to proceed under 
tion 88(^)(a) of the Government of India Act, 1935, to lay the Bengal 
:e Mills (Temporary Provision) Ordinance, 1946. 

Mr.^ BIMAL CHANDRA SINHAs In accordance, with the provisions 
section 88 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg with your 
mission to move a resolution immediately expressing disapproval of the 
linance. 


The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Sir, under section 88(2) (o) of 
Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay *he Bengal Consumer 
ads Control Ordinance, 1946. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHAs I beg with your permission to 
ve a resolution immediately expressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Noakhali and Tippera Emergenc|r Harvesting Ordinance, 1946. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8, SUHRAWARDYs Sir, under section 88(2) (a) 
the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Noakhali and 
)pera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 1946. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHAs I beg to move a resolution express- 
' disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946. 

The Hcn’bie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, under section 88(2) (a) 
the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Calcutta Rent 
hnance, 1946. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I beg to move a resolution express- 
‘ disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, under section 88(2) (a) 
the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Bengal Molasses 
itrol Ordinance, 1946. 

' CHANDRA 8INHA: I beg to move a resolution 
•ressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Dacca Area 8ecurity Ordinance, 1046. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, under section 88(2)(a) 
the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Dacca Area Security 
iinanoe, 1946. 
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Mr. 8IMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I beg to move a resolution 
expressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, under section 88(.2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Bengal Drugs 
Control Continuance Ordinance, 1946. 

Mri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I beg to move a resolution 
expressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY. Sir, under section 88(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Noakhali and Tippera 
Area Security Ordinance, 1946. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I beg to move a resolution 

expressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKANATH BARORI: Sir, under sectio 
88(2) (tt) of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Bengi 
Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I beg to move a resolutio 

expressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, under section 88(2) (a 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Bengal Specie 
Powers Ordinance, 1946. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA. I beg to move a resolutio: 

expressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Bengal Special Powers (Amendment) Ordinance, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, under section 88(2) (a 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg" to lay the Bengal Specia 
Powers (Amendment) Ordinance, 1946. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I beg to move a resolutio: 

expressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Bengal Special Powers (Amendment) Ordinance, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, under section 88(2 ) (a 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Bengal Specia 
Powers (Amendment) Ordinance, 1947. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I beg to move a resolutioi 

expressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, 1946 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, under section 88(2 ) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Bengal ^vio Guardi 
and Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, 1946. 
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Mr. BiMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I beg to move a resolution 
ressing disapproval of the Ordinance. 

The Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs I beg to lay the amendments 
he Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA. Mr. Deputy Speaker, you have ask- 
oae to cite a precedent. Three Ordinances were laid before the Assembly 
the 27th November, 1939. Thereupon the Opposition wanted to discuss 
Qoi on a separate day by way of a motion under section 88 of the Grovern- 
it of India Act, 1935. Thereupon the Speaker said, “I take it therefore 
fc the Opposition wants to exercise the right which they have got under 
don 88(-S^)(a) of giving notice of resolutions in connection with it. Well, 
uch resolutions come, I will fix a certain amount of time, say, three or 
r days,” and he allotted three days for discussion of the three Ordinances 
that discussion took place some time in December. On the same 
logy you should allot thirteen days for the discussion of these Ordinances 
ing the course of the Budget session. 

Mifi KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY. In view of the fact that these matters 
veiy controversial I suggest that these matters may be held over and 
adjournment motion taken up immediately. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think I can make matters short. So far 
he right to move a resolution is concerned, I have looked into the 
vant section and I think the honourable member is right. But so far 
ttotices are concerned, I have received only one notice and I think the 
ourable member will give further notices. If some days are to be fixed 
in fix them, but I cannot at the present moment disturb the proceedings 
die House. 

Mr. Roy, I have been informed by Secretary that tomorrow’s list ol 
iness is rather very light. Do you want this to be discussed tomorrow P 

Mfi KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Tomorrow is a non-official day and we 
have non-ofiicial Bills tomorrow. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That will not take more than half an hour, 

Mr, KIRAN SANKAR ROY: I shall reply to that after consulting my 
nds. 


Adjournment Motion, 

Mr. HARAN CHANDRA GHOSH CHOWDHURY: Mr. Deputy 
aker. Sir, I move that this Assembly do adjourn its business to discuss 
sfinite matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, 
lely, the situation created by the failure of the Government to prevent 
lass uprising of the Muslims of Noakhali and Tippera resulting in (1) 
ible conversion of Hindus en masse of some portions of Noakhali and 
pera, (2) mass abduction of the women of the minority community, (3) 
able marriage of a large number of Hindu women and girls by the 
ority community, (4) .murders of a large number of people of the 
ority community, (5). destruction of a large number of houses and 
Gerties of the minority community by loot, arson, etc., and (6) desecra- 
of temples and objects of worship en masse. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, after the Calcutta disturbances in August 
j the tension of communal feeling in Eastern Bengal districts rose very 
^ and in the district of Noakhali it reach its climax. There was a 
iency towards lawlessness in general. Hindus of the district who form 
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a small minority and who were living in a scattered manner, isolated fr( 
,one another surrounded by hundreds of Muslim families, felt absolutt 
helpless and insecure and apprehended danger every moment from the row 
elements of the majority community. The great killing in Calcutta v 
attributed by the League leaders to the Hindus which naturally inflamed t 
Muslims. Further, exaggerated newspaper reports about Calcutta incidei 
and spreading of utterly false and unfounded rumours deliberately planii 
and engineered by a set of mischief-mongers including the design! 
supporters of the League still more aggravated the situation. 

On the 29th August last, which was the “Id” day, the designing m 
and mischief-mongers spread throughout the district a false and flying rep* 
to the efl’ect that the Hindus stealthily imported Sikhs and arms and k( 
them concealed in sdme important houses though not one was ever foui 
All these rumours spread throughout the districts with electric rapid! 
These designing men further seized the opportunity of “Id” congregatic 
in many parts of the district and openly incited the illiterate masses 
violence. At this, the infuriated mobs armed with deadly weapons raid 
many Hindu houses and places of worship, killed some, assaulted a 
injured many more, looted some houses, shops and bazars in different art 
of the district and subjected the Hindus to various forms of oppression a 
indignities. Idols and temples were broken or desecrated. Cases of convi 
sion and attempt at conversion were also reported. Extortion of mon 
from the terror-striken Hindus in the name of subscription for the Musi 
League became a common factor, rjourney by road and boat becai 
difficult. All business was at a standstill due to uncertainty of the siti 
tion. In many cases, Hindus did not dare lodge any complaint with i 
police for fear of further oppression and harassment and some were actua 
harassed and assaulted. ()ften for the same reason statements made 
reports submitted by the Hindus were withdrawn or contradicted. Tl 
was the state of affairs in the first week of September last. 

Pir Golam Sarwar Sahib of Shyampur, police-station Ramganj, \ 
was then opposed to the Muslim League and who actually opposed har 
in his area on the IGth August last joined the Muslim League about \ 
first week of September. Soon after this, big public meetings attended 
thousands of Mussulmans were held in many places in the Ramganj tlni 
and its neighbouring areas. These were reported to have been add res, ^ 
by the Pir Sahib generally and often by Maulvi Abdul Kasem of GopairLi 
The audience in these meetings were exhorted to take revenge of the ( 
cutta incidents by robbing the Hindus of all they have, by ruining the ri( 
by removing the educated and intelligent leading men from the face of i 
earth so that those who would be left behind would either be absorbed 
their own society or live a life at their dictation and Pakistan would tl 
be an accomplished fact. The police officers were also threatened if tl 
reported otherwise than what was given by him for report. This state 
things continued for days together unchecked. Reports of these meetii 
were sent to the Superintendent of Police and other high officials from mJ 
of the places of the district. 

The district authorities were further approached often by the respecta 
and important citizens of the town and informed of the general situat 
and often of particular incidents taking place in the far off mofussil ar 
of the district, and specially of the activities and provocative speeches 
the organisers affd speakers of these meetings, but no effective steps ^ 
taken to prevent their mischievous iLctivities. I hastened to rush to sc 
of the places of occurrence in the district and saw the District Magisti 
and the Superintendent of Police later on the 12th of September last ! 
placed bjefore them reports of some of the incidents in mofussil areas 
the district and suggested among other things posting of armed pickets 
important centres and armed patrol parties to move round villages a'f regi 
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intefvals, prohibition of such public meetings and processions and carrying 
of offensive weapons, etc. I further informed the District Magistrate and 
the Superintendent of Police of the apprehension of serious trouble by the 
Hindus during the Pujas. 

While agreeing with the suggestions the District Magistrate informed 
me that in spite of repeated requisitions he could not secure additional forces 
for the district. The Superintendent of Police, Mr. Abdullah, however 
thought otherwise. Though welcoming contact and suggestions, whenever 
possible for me, he argued with me and minimised the whole situation 
telling me all the while that there was nothing wrong in the district 
beyond panic and excitement. According to him the people of Noakhali 
behaved themselves in a very decent manner up till then. He told me how- 
ever of haying received two reports of provocative speeches delivered by 
the Pir Sahib of Shyampur up to that time and intended to meet him in a day 
or two. 

What transpired in their meeting at Pir Sahib’s house later is not known 
to the public. But the Pir Sahib and his lieutenants went on with their 
activities more vigorously. When the Superintendent of Police met the 
Huslim population of Sahapur, Karpara, Lamchar and the other adjacent 
tillages in a huge gathering the same day, many Hindus approached him 
svith their grievances and asked for armed patrols, but the Superintendent 
af Police waived away all arguments remarking that everything they said 
wras inference and imagination. As a sequel to these speeches and activities 
of the organisers of the meetings and inaction of the police, the miscreants 
ind the hooligans were encouraged to go on with their depredations with 
redoubled energy. 

I tried to draw the attention of the Government and the members of the 
Assembly to the serious matter during the last Budget Session by a cut 
notion on the Police Grant on the 23rd September last. No notice of this 
lowever was taken even after warning. 

Meanwhile the Pujas came near. Almost all the boats carrying Hindu 
)as8engers from Chandpur, Hajiganj and Sonaimuri and other railway 
itations which passed through Ramganj thana area were thoroughly 
learched at Chatkhil, Kochua, Sahapur and other places and their contents 
ooted. Sometimes ornaments from the person of the women passengers 
vere snatched away. Often boatmen were forced to make the Hindu 
)a8sengers get down from their boats. As these incidents took place 
ihortly before the Pujas, the hoolgans got many valuable articles, clothings, , 
)rnaments and money which the Hindu passengers carried with them. 
Juring this period some dacoities were committed in Hindu houses in 
lifferent parts of the district. The images of the Goddess Durga in some 
)laces were broken and buffaloes were butchered near mosques and other 
daces. 

The following are only a few of the incidents that took place after the 
59th August and before the 10th October last: 

^ Debi Prasanna Guha of Babupur was murdered on the “Id” day and the 
congress office in front of his house was burnt to ashes; one of his brothers 
tnd a servant were also assaulted. 

While fishing in the Feni river a group of fishermen were attacked with 
leadly weapons resulting in the death of one and serious injuries to two 
►thers. 

Chandra Kumar Karmakar of Monpura, found missing from the “Id” 
lay while proceeding to Amarpur, was murdered near Jamalpur. 

Jamini Dey, a servant of the hotel while proceeding to Ghoshbag on 

I'H” day, was murdered .on the way. A dead body in fl, decomposed 
iondition with his clothes was found later. ' ^ 
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Nine fishermen of Charuriah less than a mile off from the town were 
seriously assaulted by deadly weapons. Seven of them were admitted into 
hospital. They were prevented from coming out and lodging any complaint 
with the police. 

Shops of Kamini Kumar Paul and Jadav Chandra Saha were looted at 
Chandraganj and Jadav Chandra Saha was beaten. 

Hindu shops of Koresh Munshi Hat in Feni subdivision were looted. 

Three boats full of clothes were looted at Bholakot. 

Temple of the family deity of Harendra Ghose of Raipur was desecrated 
by butchering a calf and throwing the same inside the temple. 

Shiba Temple of Dr. Jadunath Majumdar of Chandipur was similarly 
desecrated. 

Family deities of Nagendra Majumder and Rajkuraar Choudhury of 
Dadpur were similarly desecrated and stolen. 

Many Hindu shops and two pharmacies of Kankirhat were looted. 

All the properties of some 6 and 7 families of Kanur Char were looted. 

A gang armed with deadly weapons entered the house of J adav Mojumdar 
of Karpara, assaulted Nakul Mojumdar and looted properties worth 
Rs. 1,500. 

Hindu shop-keepers of Tajmohommad Hat were victimised and driven 
away. 

Some Hindu shops of Shahapur Bazar were looted. 

Ashu Sen of Debisingpur was severely beaten near Tajumiarhat at Char 
Parbati. 

House of Sj. Prasanna Mohan Chakravorty, b.l., at Tatarkhil was looted 
and Durga image was broken, buffalo butchered. 

Rajkumar Choudhury of Banspara was brutally assaulted on his way 
home. 

Durga images of Sj. Iswar Chandra Pathak, Kethuri, Sj, Kedareswar 
Chakraborty of Merkachar and Sj. Ananta Kumar De of Angrapara were 
also broken. 

Houses of Nabin Chandra Nath of Miralipur and of Radhacharan Nath 
of Latipur were raided. Nobin Chandra and Radha Charan including five 
members of his family were injured. 

Shop of Subal Chandra Banik of Nandanpur was looted at Sonapur 
Bazar. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I rise on a point of order. The adjourn- 
ment motion must refer to incidents of recent origin and of public interest. 
My friend on the other side is referring to incidents which took place in 
August and September, No one deplores more than we do on this side of 
the House all that may have taken place in Noakhali, but that is no reason 
why controversies which have b^en buried in the past should now be raked 
up. The only thing that can be discussed today is the position of the 
people, both Hindus and Muslims, in Noakhali, and we are prepared here 
to tell the House what is happening to the Muslims of Noakhali at the 
present moment. x 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am afraid it is no point of order raised 
by the honourable member. Besides it is too late now to raise the point. 
So far as the question of consent is concerned, the Hon’ble Speaker gave 
his consent find formalities have been gone through before the adjournment 
motion had been moved. I do not think this question, as raised by 
Mr. Fazlul Hu^ arises now. 
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Mr. HARAN CHANDRA GHOSH CHOWDHURY: On ist October 
1946, about two thousand Muslim mob surrounded the houses o£ Hindu 
leading men of Sandwip town, viz., Sj. Rajendra Kumar Nag, Debendra 
Kumar Nag, Sarada Kanta Banerjee and Jogesh Chandra Banerjee and got 
signatures forcibly on a piece of paper purporting that they would never 
perform the Durga Puja in the local Kalibari in future. At this very late 
hour when almost every boat passing through Ramganj was looted, the 
Superintendent of Police issued an appeal and warning to the public on 
the 7th October last, to the effect that if they circulate rumours, carry on 
goondaism and loot, etc., no good to anybody would come out of it. They 
were asked to inform the Police about the goondas, otherwise collective 
fines might be imposed and leaders might be asked to serve as Special 
Police Officers. Though the order was dated the 7th October, printed 
copies of the same did not reach the people before the organised riot at all. 
BeyonH issuing notice what active steps were taken by the Superintendent 
of Police are not known to us. The whole situation of course was gradually 
worsening and heading towards a crisis. 

Then came the fateful day 10th of October, the Lakshmi Puja Day. 
This day a big meeting was held at the Sahapur High English "School 
ground which was attended by about fifteen thousand Musalmans. They 
were exhorted by the Pir Sahib to attack the kutchery hari of Babu 
Surendra Nath Bose, Zemindar, Narayanpur, and house of Rai Sahib 
Rajendra Lai Roy Chowdhury of Karapra, loot their properties, murder 
them and present their heads to him. Immediately after this the mob 
burnt down the Hindu shops at the Sahapur Bazar in front of Sub-Inspector 
of Police who was present all the time. After this the mob proceeded to 
Narayanpur Kutchery with deadly weapons and surrounded and sot fire to 
it. When the double-storeyed house was in flames Surendra Babu jumped 
down from the first floor and fell before the Muslim mass who immediately 
cut him to pieces, and threw them into the flames and are reported to have 
presented the head to the Pir Sahib who was waiting at a distance. Some 
of his attendants shared the same fate. 

Telegraphic messages informing the activities of the masses were sent 
to the Superintendent of Police and other high officials of the district. 
Representative men from several parts of the district saw the Superintend- 
ent of Police and the District Magistrate and sought immediate protection 
and Police help. But the Superintendent of Police disbelieved many of 
them and told them that the report of murder of Suren Babu was a pure 
myth. 

Even on the night of the 11th October the Superintendent of Police 
disbelieved the story of a midnight loot at a village near Duttapara where 
his own car was also blocked about an hour afterwards. He was the type 
of a high official of the district to whom the Hindus had to seek for protec- 
tion of their lives and properties ! 

Next day, in the morning, when Rajendra Babu and bis family were 
taking the morning tea a gang of about two hundred attacked their house, 
but was repulsed with difficulty, Rajen Babu informed the Ramganj 
Police of the explosive situation and sought police help. The District 
authorities were also telegraphically informed but no help was to be had. 
In the afternoon several thousands of Musalmans armed with guns and 
deadly weapons and led by some ex-soldiers who had military uniforms on 
fell upon his house for the second time, looted their properties and set fire 
to the corrugated tin houses. Meanwhile all the inmates of this house and 
the neighbouring houses took shelter in his building for their lives. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached his time-limit but was 
allowed to continue.) 

After the destruction of the houses Rajendra Babu’s builditig was set 
on fire with petrol. At this the inmates climbed upon the roof. Taking 
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advantage of this the hooligans fired a few shots. The inmates savec 
themselves by going behind the garret. A few minutes afterwards a por- 
tion of the roof collapsed and some went under the debris and, lost theii 
lives. Meanwhile the hooligans devised a way to get upon the roof bj 
felling down a high cocoanut tree and using the same as a ladder. 0n« 
by one the male inmates were brought down and mercilessly butchered or 
the spot. The female inmates were brought down and cordoned off anc 
taken to the Pir Sahib who was waiting in a boat at a distance. He 
ordered them to be taken to some other house. Heads of Rajendra Babi 
and some others were reported to have been presented to Pir Sahib. Thirty 
four persons including about half a dozen unknown figures were killed oi 
the spot. Similar incidents took place in other places in the district 
From this quarter as centre, the organised fury of the Muslim mob brok< 
out in a violent form and spread in all directions to the other parts jof tht 
Ramganj thana, and neighbouring thanas, namely, Raipur, Lakshmipur, 
Begamganj and Sandwip in the Noakhali district, Faridganj, Hajiganj, 
Chandpur, Laksliam and Chauddagram in the Tippera district 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: On a point of order, Sir. I think 
he has been given 15 minutes’ time. That time is over, and I do not think 
the Deputy Speaker is right in extending the time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: There is no power, nc 
authority to extend the time. 

(The honourable member having reached his time-limit resumed hh 
seat.) 

Mr. ABUL.HASHIM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, let me tell you at the 
outset that I have been called upon today to speak on a very delicate 
subject. I wish discussion was not raised now. So far as the Hindu 
minorities are concerned, everything is quiet at Noakhali and Tippera. 
(Cries of “question” from Opposition benches.) This discussion now 
reminds us of that sad incident and bitterness which had taken place there. 
No one deplores the incident more than we do and I take this opportunity; 
to convey our sincerest sympathy and concern for the actual sufferers oi 
Noakhali and Tippera, irrespective of caste, creed or coldur. I was inform- 
ed over the telephone this morning that there was a motion of adjoarnmeni 
on the Noakhali situation. My first impression was that some -of out 
Muslim friends in those districts who today actually represent the'ifeniffererfi 
have tabled the motion for discussion, but to my utter surprise — and I may 
say — deep shock I was told that this motion was tabled by niy fipi^nds on 
the Opposition. If I can give expression to my feelings with your permis- 
sion, Sir, considering what are happening there now, so far as the Hindus 
are concerned — what sense of security they have already developed, what 
protection they have already got in those districts. I think that our friends 
of the Opposition and their representative who has actually moved the motion 
are at the height of ingratitude when he moves this motion. Having care- 
fully examined the circumstances under which the incidents bloke out I 
can definitely assert that at the outbreak neither the Government nor the 
Muslims as such had any control over the circumstances nor could they 
foresee what was going to happen in Noakhali. My friends of the Qpposi- 
tion seem to have very conveniently forgotten the genesis of these sad 
incidents. I may remind them now. The whole situation was created by 
an indiscreet act of Babu Lakshmikanta Mazumdar of village Panchgaon, 

a big Hindu zamindar of Noakhali (A voice from the Opposition: 

Question!) This gentleman imported from outside a large number of Sikh 
and Hindusthani darwaiis. These darwans were committing atrocities on 
innocent Muslims assembled in the local bazars owned by this zamindar. 
To protest against the action and misdeeds of the Sikh and Hindusthani 
darwans the Mushm tenants of the zamindar came to the zamindar’ s house. 
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But instead of getting justice and fairness from him the gates were closed 
and these innocent Muslims got bullets and on the spot half-a-dozen Muslims 
were killed. This led to the outbreak of which my friends of the Opposition 
are now talking so much. 

Now, another thing. My friends on the Opposition very conveniently 
forget that the Muslim who led the reprisals is a well-known figure in 
Bengal — Mr. Golam Sarwar Hoseiii. My friends forget*^at this gentle- 
man is a non-League Muslim and neither the local Muslims nor the Muslims 
of Bengal had anything to do with him. This gentleman was set up as a 
Congress-supported candidate against the Muslim League. So we may take 
it that he was a friend of the members of the Opposition who are talking 
so much of the incidents in Noakhali. 

Next, I admit that some atrocities were committed : some damages were 
done to life and property but not exactly what the monstrous Press of Hindu 
Bengal represented to the world. Here my friend who moved the motion 
has placed before us an exhaustive list of alleged damages done to life and 
property and honour of the Hindus. He gives a list as to how many were 
killed, looted, raped, abducted and converted. So far as rape is concerned 
I with all the emphasis that I can command refute the charge. • It is a false- 
hood maliciously manufactured according to the vagaries of the interested 
people. I know there were some murders, loot and arson hut not exactly 
that which are stated by our friends. This aspect of the question for the 
time being our friends from Noakhali will deal elaborately. 

Now, I may say a few words about the adjournment itself. This 
reminds me of incidents that had taken place in Biliar and the kind of 
protection that the Bihar Muslims got from the Congress Ministry there. 

Mr^ BIMAL CHAHDRA 8IHHA: On a point of order, Sir. My point 
of order is that it is not within the competence of this House to bring into 
question the action taken by another Government. I demand a ruling from 
you, Sir. I think that point of order was raised in the other House and a 
ruling was given there. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sinha, he is finishing. 

Mr. ABDUL HA8HEM: The Government of Bengal has done all that 
could be done to give protection to the Hindu sufferers of Noakhali (A 

VOICE FHOM THE OPPOSITION: Question!) and create a sense of security 

in them and I can also tell you (At this stage the member reached his 

time-limit but was allowed to conclude his speech) that the information 
that I have got is that the Hindus have got back that sense of security. 
Let me also say that in all fairness and honesty this Government gave 
protection to the Hindus even at a cost of personal insecurity to their own 
people and therefore they should have brought a motion of congratulation on 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. Bui wdien they have brought a motion of 
adjournment to disgrace the Government, I repeat and close with this 
remark that it is a height of ingratitude on their part to bring in this 
motion. 

^Mr. JOGENDRA CHANDRA DAS; ^ 

fwsrt? 'q 

'q ^ i ^ , 

^t<rr 

I *^5 ’rmfw TOtm ^ 

^ ^ tp? ‘t 

tfW I c*r^ 

^ 'Q ^ i 
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50^ ^ffsmr ^rf^nn, (?m\^ 

®Ttf^ tjin ’it^. ^ (?r^f^ *?T^ «rmt^ f%^ ^^TWir 

1^ ^'9 Tt^ CTO tPFT^ protectionii^ 50=^71 ^ TOm ^ tf^-^ 

cTOiHR TOtc*r^ TTO toTO «ri •ii^ w?Flt telegram Tf^- 

^ I ^ telegram(Xi?r '■^f^c^fl — “Ruthless attack made on 

iUndreds of Hindus of Ramgunj tkana, Noakhali and villages, Hajigunj thana, 
Jhandpur, by thousands Muslims proceeding from Ramgunj area. Hundreds of 
lOuses looted burnt and several casualties reported. Further depredation is 
>eing carried on in Chandpur villages. Situation most terrible. Implore 
mmediate protection. Pray proceed to area — Jogendra Das, M. L. A.” 

;csfiT telegram^? c^t^T reply c»R ^ l telegram c*r^?rt^ 

fTO-^lt TOr*ni ^ to sym tto cto tpm to?i 

f^JPl 1 TOff^'TOteT <(|^ ^fe^STOT, 

ftfT ^Tff? I TOH 

^CTOlf^, 5?rTOtf?, 5tTO TO?t? ^TOTO 

OaR^ TO— C^W TOC^ t^STft^ tjf? 

R^TOC*!^ TOR®t TOT I ^t5tC*R f|5T 'TOTC^ ^?1C^ 

*^^'3 % I <2? -PS^l 5)ft ^'^•s tcw^ ^ 

Tf%?n ^ Oft I ^irsTmra 

TOTO5 '®C*Tr^ I \5t?tiTl TO"!? I ^c^*?i5l 

flC^?r 5J5i^ C«Tt^ ^PJf^ tfTOt ^f?T RRl I ^ 

TO Rfit ^«f, RTft «IR«f TO I ^ ^ 

Headquarter i0O5 ^ftcRil f%^l 
ff^, T?rtT3T cwRi 3r]ffwc|k^ ^ir toi^i 'q TOm 

C^R tpFR tff ^ R TC ?^ TO?! TO Rtti TO TO 

TOTi ^pfircR .ii^^ fh»<^R ’irfro r^rri Rf% % I ^’Tr^ cTO 

Totection<ii!T to^I R1 Rtf^ :)vb^ RC^ 5(R^?r t[TO-^ f^ TOIR telegram 

#1 CS^J^ ’M'VfR, RJtR, ^ telegram ’sfTTOTR fir^ ^ “Inhuman 

ttack by Muslims on thousands of Hindus irrespective of Scheduled caste, 
loakhali villages. Hajigunj, Chandpur, Faridgunj thana thousands of scheduled 
a^te rendered homeless destitutes. Houses looted, burnt, forcible conversion, 
everal casualties reported. Most Namasudra houses — Himchar circle burnt. 
Apprehension spreading throughout- districts. Situation most terrible pray 
mmediate protection. Proceed area — Jogendra Das., M. L. A.” TORI RRl RRR 
officers NS TO% tfTO-srat^ RR^ fro information CR'SRl TO^S ^5tTO 

jf%RtRRRR CRR RTRYtt* R^CRR Rt^ I RtfR fR*p8 'TOR RIrrR R R'fRRl Rt^l CRfRRtf^ '0'f?k^ RtRRl 
i^TO CR f^OT tr^:^5TR^ Rfltcs CRR atom bomb 5^Rt% i ^R 

m CR f^^jRl CRTRfR RtfR^l— RWC'fR ^RR ^^sTtTRR RRl R^RtC^ ^StRtOT rI^ 

^ 'Q R<^RJWtftl RfCRR TO RR^ ^fRRtC^ RtR, =ftW ^TtfR CRt^^t^Rl 

Rliro^l RffRRTO RtRtR TOBR, F?r^TOl, RfTO^^, ^^STtfR ?ftRR^p?R 

JtR P ’TO RtWtR ^R5 RSRJ^t^ RRRf^ 'Q ^tRtCRR Rt^ RfRRTR TO C^TOt^l C^fRRt^l 
srfRf^ ^fWR R<^RT^\fkRR v^RTOl JTRRRR CRlR^l ^ TO TOtRtR ^R \$tTOl RtRI 

tCRR f^Rtltl 

fopjRi CTOR RfRtTO TOTt^rf^ R^ RtTO RtTO TSt ^R5R SfR^, TOtTO^l, 

ififTOl TOTtff RfRtTtTR TO|RC^^ I TOtCRR Rt’Rl TOR'CR®^ CR 'Rf^ 

^ TOt 'RR^f^ 1 brfro 3TO1TOR to TOI ^ Rt€^5 to To cto rtrTO 
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cwus^ ^ broken rioe^ 

% i to f^f^ Relief CJentre^i toiti ^8 ^tmw 

OftC’t^ 5^«nf|5T TOf ^ C«TtC'^?r ?^T'Q 1 

nrfe wsprt^rtirc'm'^ '8 ^mi 

sfl 3f3i^ Relief Center'«f% w f^ c i ^ ^i Relief Centre ^ Wwi 

%i cmm f ^ ^srf^^rfcipT m) ^ i 

Tmm ^rr^ c>w^ ^5Wc*ni tfra^ «rt ^ \oo\ ^ lehabiti 

litation grant^fi? ^mi i 

^ 5TfTO C^, (?r ^TOiJ'TO, ^ C^ TO, c^ c^tn^i- 

^ ^ '8 ?tTOl 3Pf^"TOl TOfOT ‘‘ITT 3[T3r ^00\ TO, ’tiP, C^^, 

TO <4?^ •nj^ ^Rimr a^r \5f^<^ ??k^T?ran 

f% ^ 0 ?;? ^ vtOT cTO toti 

TO^ ^ I ut«?tc‘f^'8 TO, ffsr t^STtf^ C^PT toTO ^ l TO^l CWC^ TOMT 5tTO 
CT cTOTOr TOtOT ^ ^ c<ttTO 9^?rtr^ ^oos ■^%i rehabilitation grant<ii^ 

f%^ c^ ?fwt^ ^Tsn^ <r ^r"*ff% 'Q'QT^i 

C^l\^l<t< 'SflcJ^ ®RT tpTO I 

*1;^:^^ 5r%5 TOttc^fl c^ rehousingii^ w ^ ^80 n 

w^ sanction ^f%tr^ 'flTO to ^tiwc^ 5tTO TOt^ ^tTO 

TOfi^ 35^trR:^ ^ palatial building's ♦j’Wj’t <^*^5 1 TO^i 

^5tTO*r^ re-establishment ^rmi ^n TOl ^n?l ^'^fetr | 

Wffffc'f? c*rtTO^ ?s?nir ^ ^TO compensation 

C^f^T ?]W1 ^1 5Tt^l 

TOsn »r^TO>];. ^Ffi-gf^ftc^R ^ ?r*pi 

%fC^ CTO C'fC’l ^1 'grwr toc^t ^ ^f?i C^f^T 

<tf's?n TO I 's ^ <R‘t 

^TOic^nr TO TOfc*?^ f^TO (ij^fTO f?TO^ ^^«r"r>rc^ f^rf^TO to to^to '»fW^ 
c^tc5t^, ^nro arrest c^ ’Pr^ 

^T^Tl, <R«r, ^Tff^ '^TTOTfl ^f?i 0?^ ^C^T'S ’PTOtC?!^ 3r)ffircJ^ 

TOr ao\ ^rfro if^ i 

TO^ tfTO-^rlt? 'S f%f^ 

TO 5T5 telegram ?f^i jtc'I'S f^f^ f^TOi f^TO affected areac^ ^ ’tTO'«r 

TO^ TO Tost TOrtTOr-'f^ tff^fTO ^'s croi c*pfi f^f% 

TO TO^ TO I 

TO?1 '8 TOtTO^ TO t C S T t R I trstHTO (71 <il^ TOHr TOTO 

»r'5S!('ftOT fwTOTO^ 5R1? TO TO ^Vs ^^STO'S ^TOtC*nT 

aR¥t?f TO TOH^<f C5^1 5?ffTO apf ^fTOC^ ^ I ^ ^^1 ^<1 1^1^ TO TO(75 

TO (TT, WTOiPF ^1 ^’Tfro ^ito to ’parro^nj 

<71 TO mm TO'aTi, TOT^R'f ^TOc<pr TO ^ ^«<Ki absconding «rrc^ TOOT 

TOtot c^rPFf^^tc^ Relief Centres sr^ '5^®ICTOc«nJ toti ^f??nc^ i 

TOc^ c^yrfipr ^<fT <«(tfTO ^nrtOT f^TO 

^«r'ipr‘^ ^t^mfVcTO ^rar?rOT <Rt|t®f fro <71 c«Pn 

TOT® n «fj '8 fTO^ I ^fJT adjournment motion 1 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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{After adjournment.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I am suffering from astlima. Let some 
other member on this side speak now. 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, reports of 
destruction of property, looting, arson, abduction, mass conversion, rape, 
forced marriage are either false or grossly exaggerated. There is not one 
single case of rape, abduction, or forced marriage in the district of Tipperah. 

We know that not a single person out of the refugees in Chandpur and 
Comilla could point to a single scratch on his person. Many areas were not 
in the slightest bit affected and trouble was not even reported in the 
neighbourhood and yet the entire Hindu population evacuated. Assurances 
on the part of Muslims were misinterpreted. 

We feel that the police force, consisting as it does, of mostly up-country 
Hindus is terribly biased and is conspiring with the Hindu public and 
imported goondas in the guise of volunteers to oppress Muslims. (Cries of 
“Question’^ from Opposition benches.) Already more than one thousand 
cases have been instituted against the police, the military and the Hindu 
volunteers. A statement showing some definite cases of military and police 
zulum will eloquently speak how the Hindu police are working in co-operation 
with the Hindus in their motive of exterminating the Muslims. Another 
motive of their oppression was to disturb and stop the paddy harvest. In a 
spirit of vengeance they are disturbing the normal tenure of life of the 
Muslims in rural areas. 

With the sinister motives stated above the police are making indis- 
criminate arrests of Muslim men, women and children from houses, bazars, 
paddy fields and roads and on one occasion the police in co-operation with 
the local Hindus surrounded Mohammed Gunj Bazar in Haimchar Union, 
arrested about 500 Muslims, dragged them to the camp situated at a distance 
of three miles from the place of arrest, detained them for five hours and later 
released half of them. The motive behind this mass arrest is only to 
terrorise the peaceful villagers. Two purdanmhm Muslim women were 
arrested in the same union in Charkoralia village, made to walk on foot three 
miles up to the camp in broad daylight and brought to Chandpur in a most 
humiliating way. This was done by one Nani Gopal Bhattacharjee, Sub- 
Inspector of Police, and Ranajit Bhowmik, Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police. 
Under the dictates of the latter one armed police committed rape on a Muslim 
woman in Hanerchar union, police-station Chandpur. All these were done 
by the Hindu police in a spirit of vengeance and by such activities they show 
their allegiance to the Hindu community although they draw their salaries 
from the public treasury. 

Looted property from a Muslim shop was recovered, when searched, from 
the possession of two Hindu constables from the Chandpur thana compound. 

Police officers responsible for the maintenance of peace and order in the 
district have been unfortunately showing pro-Hindu mentality. The Superin- 
tendent of Police of Tippera is indirectly helping the Hindus by placing 
Hindu officer 8-in-charge of almost all the police-stations who have introduced 
a reign of terror in the district of Tippera. The Officer-in-charge of Chand- 
pur police-station is sending Hindu Sub-Inspectors to mufassal with the 
definite motive of arresting each and every Muslim and to harass them in all 
possible manners. 

That all the warrants of arrest issued against the Hindu hooligans long 
before were returned after a month by the Hindu police on the false plea of 
the signature of the Magistrate issuing the warrants being illegible, although 
the same police are acquainted for the last two years with the same signature 
of the same Magistrate. 
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^ On the contrary Muslims are being arrested and produced before the court 
without F.I.E., without warrants and even without evidence. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope you will not kindly refer to the 
names of particular officers. 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: All right, Sir. It is further reported that 
F.I.Es. were prepared in the thana in consultation and with the help of the 
local Hindu leaders long after the arrests were made. In several cases, it is 
also reported that the Hindu police who have now got an absolute majority 
in the thana have themselves inserted names of innocent Muslims in the 
ijaJiars lodged by Hindus without mentioning any name. 

As to the zulum of the military committed on the Muslims, it will suffice 
to say that the number of casualties in this subdivision from military and 
police firings is about thirty dead and about a hundred injured, all being 
Muslims on whom the Hindu police and non-Muslim military wreaked 
vengeance. > 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I rise to accord my strongest 
support to the motion moved by the honourable member representing the 
Noakhali Eural General Constituency. It is not i)(>ssible to do justice to tbe 
subject-matter of the motion within the short lime al my disposal. 13ut let 
me say, Sir, that what lias haj)pened in Noakhali and Tippera cannot be 
characterised as mere lawlessness or ordinary communal rising. It has been 
said by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy in the other House that it is a travesty 
of fact to say that the Muslim League was in it. I say that it is a travesty 
of facts to say that the Muslim League was not behind this general ri.sing. 
I say that what has happened in Tippera and Noakhali is nothing but the 
result of a well-organised and well-conceived plan of the Government in 
power and the party behind it, the Muslim League, having an artificial 
majority in the Legislature — a brute majority as you may call it — to exter- 
minate a section of the people in that part of the province. That is the 
background of the outbreak of these incidents. 

Now, Sir, what are the facts? If you look to this background you will 
find that during the last few years the Muslim League had been, by a 
systematic use of their majority in the Legislature, trying to crush the 
minorities in the Province. It was based exactly on the Nazi model of 
exterminating a section of the people by use of Governmental power only 
with this difference that mass murder was not still included in its programme. 
But after the publication of the Cabinet Mission scheme, tlie Muslim League 
— that pampered child of British Imperialism — has been led to feel that any 
outrage and carnage that they committed will not only not go against them 
but, on the contrary, will bring them fresh gains. The Great Calcutta 
Killing paved their way to the Interim Government and the Noakhali 
incidents led to the British Government’s Statement of December 6. That 
is the background of the Noakhali incidents. Sir, I shall not narrate to you 
in detail the gruesome incidents that took place in Noakhali. It is a 
monstrous distortion of facts, it is a travesty of facts to say that nothing of 
any great magnitude has happened in Noakhali. I wonder if that is what 
the honourable members of the Government party want us to swallow. Sir, 

I would only make a present to them of the statement made by one of tlie 
Ministers, namely, tlie Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddiri Ahmed, regarding the 
happenings in Noakhali. The Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed said in a 
speech at Choumuhani on 9th November, I94G, that never before in the 
history of India, not even during the Moghul Ilule, such acts of oppression 
were committed. Sir, I am ‘grateful to the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed 
for his straightforward statement. The Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed 
further remarked that it has been said that the Muslim raiyats retaliated on 



48 


ADJOUENMENT MOTION. 


[6th Feb., 


the zamindars. If that he so, why then there were cases of forcible con- 
version? That question remains unanswered. If the Hon^ble Mr. Shams- 
uddin Ahmed is frank, let him confess that it was a part of the preconceived 
plan for securing a safer majority for a particular section of the people by 
exterminating or converting forcibly another section of the people in the 
province. And to this end an atrocious call was made by Mr. Qhaznafar Ali 
upon the Hindus to accept Islam. 

Then, Sir, what about the oppression on women? Mr. Suhrawardy has 
said that there has not been any oppression on women or any rape in Noakhali 
and Tippera. I ask him to publish the reports submitted by Mr. Simpson 
and Mr. E. Gupta and then deny the facts asserted by these two officers. 

Well, Sir, the time at my disposal is very short. I will try to refer to 
what the Government of Bengal had actually done after the storm had burst. 
It is astonishing that a reference has been made to Bihar. I think no 
reference can be made to Bihar. But if any reference has to be made, it 
should be remembered by my friends over there what a wonderful effect the 
visit of Pandit Nehru over the affected area produced. He did not mince 
matters and went so far as to threaten aerial bombing if the riots did not stop 
at once. Has there been any such parallel thing in Bengal? Instead, it 
has been the intention of the Hon’ble Ministers and Government officers to 
minimise the enormity of the outrage and the gravity of the situation from 
the very beginning. I quote from Mr. Suhrawardy’s speech that he delivered 
at Eamganj on the 17th November, 1946, to a gathering of Muslims only. 
Did he not say that — 

TO I TO i ” 

Let him deny the charge that has been publicly made by Sreejut Chapala- 
kanta Bhattacherjee, the Editor of the ‘‘Ananda Bazar Patrika’^, that 
instructions were given to the local telegraph offices not to send reports of 
this speech. That was the attitude that the Chief Minister took even when 
the situation was so grave and so outrageous. 

Sir, I will not refer to any other matter. Let me say in conclusion that 
the incidents were so atrocious and the policy of the Bengal Government still 
more, that it is not humanly possible to discuss them in cold blood and 
within constitutional limits. The constitution has, in fact, broken down, 
and the Government that have resorted to such gangsterism are not a Govern- 
ment at all. It is this situation that led Sardar Patel to utter the historic 
words that the sword must be -met by sword. 

Sir, at the end of the debate on the No-confidence motion during the last 
session the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy said that so heinous a man as could 
utilise the powers of his office to wage a war of extermination against a 
section of the people was yet to be born. If that was true at that time, it 
remained no longer true after the Noakhali incidents. Sir, my time is up, 
but I w'ould in conclusion like to remind the Government that every tale has 
a lesson and the lesson of this tale is that it will ultimately pay to become 
more reasonable before a revolution makes a clean and frightful sweep of 
Nazi gangsterism. 

'^Maulvi MAJIBAR RAHMAN : cb'JIS »riR, 

^ ^ Adjournment motion disturbances^^ 

tjiv TO, fero ^ i 

^ ^ ^ wPPTTOrm 5n ^ 

. TOT CTO TO TOf^ TO ^ I ^51%^ 

CTOW^fbTS CTOTO TO^ I CTONt^bS 

^ ^ ^ fro 
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tijwsr cm I mi c«rm Ws repuroussion, n cmrr 

mm c^^^i m%f3r i f%i mtm ^ cm? 

cm— mrnr m crntm^ panic ^ mr m 

mm msn mi mi mrf^ mf| cf^ iff% 's 

"tmi mrm^ % cmc^ mfm cm JT^rit^, ^Vs 's^qi ^itRcii m^tcam 
mi mm mi 

s/Mr. BEPIN BEHARI GANGULI : ^ ^ 

'^Maulvl MAJIBAR RAHMAN: ii] msi mrfl i ^mmi mmmm fmi ^ 

mtfSr ^ ^rfm cm cm to to crntmtc^ c^i ?rfm m<im OTflsi cmm m c*r» 5 i 

c c ft cm c^*f"t mi mf^i mmmrm, m[mst ^ftom mm cmcm c mm 5o ?fm 
cmcm mass massacre tpof% msi, mm*f mm cs^ 

msTi m^ ’itm msm cm c^ ^rw^ii ^ totc^ ^ mm rnermi 

m I mm cmmm^ c«mrm mmi i mm mi ^mm? mf'f m^t^r- 

<tc3r ^«Ri cmmm^tc^ ^imi ?cmi mtmcm to \5tt^i ^^ars 'q mto^ 

5cm:mi mtmi cmi ^i^i rnimmi ^iim mtmi^ 

tr^ I cmmm^lm^ ^rmi ^rf^m totm mc^r mc^ mem emmm^ 

cBTfffi into c^rmm-'Tr cwm f^f%^ mem ^ftm ?fimm? me-n cm Jim ^tmi 

m cm ^ mvr^umm m m, f^mem mto^ m m tiim 

mf% to mte^ I "“m^i m^to cf^i toI^ to mtmem w Bt?r -mrntpm emmm^ 
c^'''\fe^, ctfto^^ mf?^ cm volunteer 

to cmvNt^ c’t*'to w slogan, €fcm ^m, €fem ^topr^ 1 = 5 [^e 

^rtoem m, m^im^ c^ cm m to 'ii^ cm, ^fwmr mm 's m ms 

^m mi rnfmm 1 cm m:?rf%, m^i wtmto ^1 1 

mtor^ propaganda, mNei|Pr?r propaganda, propaganda. ^t^im 

m mi emmm^ <iim f^im c?r mi m^m mn-mm »fto 1 Rmri »T;m*f tfm mm 

«iim f^^’prmemi m 5 *nr^i ’rm irfm toim 1 ^mr ^tmm 

cmi ^mr^ote^ f^mi tto ^ m m ^ms cf^i topi i m m 'mfir civ 

v^?n I ‘iiw vPt mf% ®re^re^» m^mf% '**i«fcv 1 me^imr \5i[^i v^m veirf^ 1 
'Srfml military call m vcvtoi 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER ; Your time is over. 

Mauivi MAJIBAR RAHMAN : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, will you kindly 
allow me two minutes’ time? 5C^ memv Civil Supply Minister cmWPft 

fienfesn I 'sremv ^sitirei to vwtv ^’ev itf% mm mtemR to m vem^-~ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER ; Your time is over. 

Mauivi MAJIBAR RAHMAN : mpm toi?TO to, vrlvi mm m cTO 

disturbance m v^ ?iifvi 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Your time is up. Please sit down. 

^Mauivi MAJIBAR RAHMAN : One minute Sir, vvsttov CF^m mto 1 Tl%' 
< 15 : "ytto ?em I emw^te^ m cm emm m 1 mtimi wtm vm 1 tff^ f% imvm 

djt League Ministry c*rfme^ l cmrn^mFl itew Private Secre. 

tary ‘iim vpto ito^ TOv i^iisns m^e^i irtoe^ 1 m's istm 

mvmv fvf%^’mev cmmvi i to w v^wmsi, mito cro TOtjemi cm 
mm c^m 1 'it’imi wtew emw^to itf% 'q ivjsn m^a mji" i ^itov vm 
5ft cv mtn m cm ^ 4 cto to^ cvi*t ^1 vem 1 
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Mri. A 8 HALATA SEN : cs^ TOf^nr, (?m^ ^ cn 

w::^ ^srfRi ?c?n:^, ^ ^ Fit ^ i fro 

'arw^ ’RT’p c=Ttiiwt^k^ c^ ^iFl^ ?nn:f — ’Ttft sftfeaf 

c^ ^ ^^r r b t?' ?c^ c’f^ f^ ^1^ to i (TT TOft Fit i 
(A voice from the Treasury Benches : f^OT TO I ) 

'4PTft, fkf^ ^rflfRTRTOT f^RTOft TO ^Ulfk\ C>fW?R 

^^rRR ^Itl f%^ ^I^C^ ^1 (R ^ 

"^‘41 \sl ^=TR ^ I ’TtZfRTRtU'nr >r?lfR TO TO ‘il’^R TO 

4 TO *rt TO ’RTO TO'ii^ frotf^ ii)i?i (R 455 ^ 4 i ^1 ^ ^ 1 

TO TOTO 4^41 f4f% W^ 41 TRTO4 TOf(R4 ’ITOOT 4C4T ST^lt 4RRtf4 4^t (TO- 
^\ C4R ^ ^TOR 41'4"tin I ^ Wtf% f^f^ TO?4 (r^4>! ^ Ito aRTO^ TOR TO 
4^4?, TOl Wtf^ <rj fRf^JTTO 3T4TO4 (T^*^! I TO TO C^ ^41^ Wlf^ tff^ f^nPT TOTTO 
T41 JJCb^ I TORI 4tN®Tl4 ifl^'‘f«1 TOf ^^4^ TOR ^44 C*ftTOi4 4Rfti ^^<44lc44 f44JCW 
4TOR f4TOi 45Tf| (TO TO 41, (TO C4r^ TO I <^144 ^4l ^^14 TOT TO 41^41 

C?*! (?ffTO T3 ^5p5 (TO ‘^1%4F, 4TOt^ 'Q 4C4i 45^C4 4f5C44 TO 4fi:^ 

<il TORI TO C44f| 4441C44 I TO (Tit TOf4 TO44tlTr4 1^44 ^^4 

^ R4r4t4 4^4f% I TOf4 (TOt4f^tlT5, f^TOtC^ (T1C4144 ^4l TO4TO 447 TOi:^ 4R 4R 
f4f44^ C4^^tir4 ^fC44 4:C44 4^41 I TOWTO4 4l^t4f%^ 4TtTO fTO TORf 4^C^ C44l 

TO, ^C4C4f 4f^*Ttf?r4 4Tt4t4 CTO’R 4R4f4 CF^l TO4, TOf4 TO44TC44 4TOt CTO44 ^C4 

^ '8rt'©t4 ^ft44 *JR TOR (Tf4 1 C4t4t4T4t 'Q f^TOlTS ^41^1 4tftC44 §44 f4|4\5tl4 ’HHR^ TO5TtFl4 
4R1 g C lT C^ ‘^4* TOC44 4*471 'TO44f 4TO4 C4T44 4t44t4 CF^l TOl TOC^ I f%l 4^ 47 Rf TOl ^5fOT 
CTO C4t44 4TO TOC44 (TtT44R TO 41 I TOTOC44 4^TO f4f5jrTO f4CWC44 (TOl5f% 4^:1144 TOC^ 
CF^l TO1T5 TO I f4C44 TO4 4t*TO4 ft^41 f% ^44 ^tl 4441^ TOU5 TOR ? TOTOfTO^ 

4C4 fRf44 4t*4t4 CTOOT (R 4*JR TOl TO TOW ^tt44 §44 TO5TtFTC44 W4l CTO44 TOTO tfTO 
TORTO ^141 ^141 ^444R TOW'S TOlTO TORCTO» TO4 ft*4 TOW'S ^fiTf4 TOT^ TO5T^ 4TO4 W4l TO44, 
ft*^41 4r4 'S TOF4I4 4f^WTf%4 4WR C44ti:'5 TOFT®, TO^l TOR TOTRF 44W4IC44 4t^ fWCllft '8 
€^tR4 4'5Ri'S Wtf4 €f4l'S 4441^ TOt'i TO4R4 41 1 (Rt4t4t^ TOTO W^4^ C44TC4 TOR (Trc4f^ 
4*4TlW^ '3 4^4Tl'Q?P 4TO4T4 TOR4? TO C44TC4 4t4 4F4^, TO^ (TOT vil44 (TOW 
C4 (Tr4t:4 4T4k44 §44'8 i34i4 ^4T TO5)tFt4 C5tW I ^ W^llFtC44 W4l C^ (TF§ TOflTO4 TOC^ 
TOR 41 I TOl TOftWlW 41 CTO44 TO4t4 CF^ TOCTO 41 (RlTOF W’J^ WC4 C44RI4 CF^l TOtTO 
(5t41 44 4 ft 44 fWRtR'Sl TOTCTO ^^4* f^TTBiTTOt C44*4'0 C'FCW Rcb^M I C4t4t4t^tC^ '3 f^^j4tr5 CTOrC44 
§W4 (R TO5]tFT4 TOTO Wtf§-«ri f^JtWi:4 4WW 4*W4tC44 TO^ TO4 tr^^TO4 TOl '8 W44t^k44 
•tt1%4 -WOTI 4R1 44TO4 ^t^ TOR 4Wf| I 

Mr. HARI PADA CHATTERJEE : 4T4^ OFW^I TO'tTO 4 4TTO44, TOWi 44TO4 «iiTO4 
wRtl^.l 4 t^wt 4 4144 4T4W1 TO441 'ilTOTTO^ TO4 4tf4 I TO441 4t^Wl 44TOC44 Opposition 
4>»TCWIF41 Wf4 iil4* (71 ft4fC4 44TO4 (R TOW TORW TO 4tl44 Wt4tC44'Q I 

TO441 4t\Wl 44TO4 (R TOW toR C4*l4t^ “siTft, 3lTft” TOW4t4 TOCW4 tilWN TOR TOTO44 
TOW TO'S TO1R4 ^ TO441 TOc^4 I 45 4TITOC4 45 ’ftfw TO441 C4C4 CWWR I CWNH bsftW 
4JtTOC4, 4t4Tl4T WWFOT 4IITO1R, 45Rtft '8 f44t4i:«l4 4IfTOC4, fwf^W WT^fltW f§TO^"c4C«§4 

TO41 4TMtC4 WTO 45 TOt41 C4^4f5 I TOt4 'S "{e^Wl 4TO4 4J1TOC4 C4 TOR (RC4 
CStWR ^ tf%TOC4 TO|W% TOR 4T4nR I TOtW 'S 1«4W1 4Wt4 W^Wl WfWWtTO 

W\S 4tWtR (Noise from the Treasury Bench.) c^FtnfF TOC44 41, ^447 4C4 
— aiR pnl R I CW TOCW TO4W TOW — WWTOTO ^ TOTO fw 5’W '9 TOTO ^ ^’W ^ fwCR 
4Wt4 C4tl f5*l fW 44W4R, TO4 C44*^ TOTJtR ^1 fTO'Q 4141 4T4tt,41 1 WjffeW <t4TW 
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tppT^ TO »r¥5T 

tf<(H ^ tr^ I (?T ^TO I c^mrwrsft « fsnpfn ?ii 

^51^5 >r4‘Csf<^ ^'Qin I 3jt»(j*fff^ ^5 ^rgfi^ ) c^fHff^ffeft 

^ 3n %fi:? ?i tf^ci ?i ^ 

^fsrtc*T? 3Ff^? '^T«?rjf‘=f TOc^ I TOc^ ■'trv? i “<fl ^ jti |*$ to ^«r5T^ c’^Hc^r 

OTCf^i Morley, Minto? ^t^T'Qfsr 
’rwwrf^ f^ ^ i 

%^TO c^fesT^i— €tOT command performance 
c^rf^ '®rf%^t'5 TOif^^t <7rf^^ '®Tt»nr*R ^i^i i?i^cb i ifj^ 

^ I «R^i<fT?c®i^ ^ ^ I ^€t?r ^ns^pr to (7Pf% 

<nvs (P\ TOii «r5prf<(t?TO ^srWOT ’rt*?f>^i ^ i "Sffanii 

\s#r I 3171 3ifTO^ ’fff^ w our^rf^, ^^f?r ^ w 

<?r^i 3ini, ^7t3r?i w^ T^rtsi i c^i ^ ^ ^sr i 

5 c^ CTTO "Ttf ^sn? TO Tvi ^1 1 31 ^ f^cBT^ 3 rf? 3 M*rrf?riF c?tc 7 ^ tv, 

^ frorv vtc^ vf? ^ 5fc^ ^rv vfi:^ cv vtvtcv IV r (A voice — fvTTO fV 
TOc^ ? ) fV?TO vv fV*r^ w TCTO I fV^ f^rrtrv fVv% ^ tcto vk^n 3 Rr 7 ti:w 
TFtW fV 3T3|f^ TO ? 'arf31Vl fVTfV W'-ffTO *TOtRl ^f| VI I TO?1 <tfTO? 

vt;vi WVTO^ '^ICVfRf^ v^vfw I CVfV-'OC^fV fV5tV ^f| I Vt^Vl VVVffV ^€tv xtcm 

TOCfV I vflft^TVt^ c^ "V® VWvtfw ^k^\ ^ ^ Atom bomb vi Bacterial war- 
fare^V Bacteria cTO VtvVtf^^T I Atom bomb vi Bacteria »?tlV cq?F VTO V7 c^rtTO^ 
7VV ^TO I ^ tal I fV^ fvv VI <fj^^vtv ^€!v ^ 'VlVtCW 

Wtf%V CUC'IC.S?'! ^ fSBl VlSV^teT TO 15VCf I tf^'Q tf^'Q^ TO1|, tflV* 3lfv RCV 'VtWl 

vtvvtv VI 7 ^, 'StTOi fvrw fapvi vsra cro ^fVcv toto vrtf%v ’vm civ to; fro ^ 
TO, TO ^vtn ^vtvfcw cvfi itcv I 

cvtvwf^ ^ f^i vt^ v^ vvcs 'vfvrv tf^ ^ i m vrsrrv c^Tvrv vt^cw 
V 5 ?rcv ^ 13 r toII I ttv^v TO ^ vr^cTO v^vi fn^^] 'q cvtvrit^ blip's 

mim iivf tr^ TO "viv if^vi vdv i cwfcv vttcv^ i5vi ^v^v cvitcv itcv c^ 

■ffv I cv ^wfvvfvv^ VU cvclf^ ^ ^TOl VII (Noise from the opposite side.) 

VI ^VV 4V* vf? VfV ITCVf, 7W ItC^ C^l ^V I fv^J^ 5JTCT*T “IV tftV 'VfelpV TOf| ^ 
CTOfI CWV VTTOV VVT to I ^Ivf^TV^V CV^ ^J’^VVtVfV 3 [uv To ^IVQ cvtvtv 
TV I ‘5Vnj1 V'JfTCW 3TV fV| fvv^ I 51?! 'VtVfV, vit^to V^Vl, fVrtT V^l, VV1 V^l, 

vfvi, tftcvv IV tr^ TT 1 , vffivi vrfivi tfvfv vjfViTOf v^vi ^fcv 'vvfl^ 

OTC^ I ♦J’V TOTpt 'il3R -stDlWtl 1^3^ ^jrw^^tcv TOC^ I ^7 * 

^vV; vv:^, i5ttvto7v vttopv ^ ^itlv it^ w ^rwfv, 

^ ^ ^ ^tti v^ v^ palatial buildings ivj^ debris^ Ifvi^ Tcvc^i ^ 
^ 'Q CV'QVM^ TO 1 c^, ^ VCV 7 W^rV ^ WV-Q TOC^I ^fV VC«F 

<<icvf|-“<ii$ 'vt’W v^n:^ 'iiiro ’vtvtv table^v ^iv fi®v ^fV, vcviv 'vfV wfwis ?rcvc^, 

VrfVv ^ TOC^ I TltVR <ilSTfTO 1^ ItfV 17 TCVC^ I C5ltV 

I’rs, ^dt^v, vfjpT^v iijvfvw i^ oa itfv ^7 TOcf ^ vi ^^\mn vito 

^1 Sl«5^ 'VViC^ V^"3r VCTjC^, ^7 CV \5»fh5J5 TTVC^ TO VsiTl 3FTO Itfvfv I VT^f V7^ ^7 

^yfh^^TCVCf, 8 Ttwtv C^tvfv Vft^ VTf1*t -V^nTlV 1^ 1^ tiTO V;lTfvM v *jviv c V v^i'to 

t/tv V^Vl TCVCT I V^tM V"1TVVf 7TOV VfCTV VCIR Cffi VtftV ^1V TOTtblV V^l TV Vtt I 
♦flVV^T ^TOT CTO VtfVV’ll' ICV ^vfv^ CTO C^Tl^ fV t'cV VTO ItCV I 'VtolSl 

CTO 'Vrtv wH ^13F^ 'ijvivnv ^aTO 1^ 1^ VtftV ^1V 'TOfTO TO TCVC7 I 1^ 1^5 

vtflrr VDO cvci vvi to tcvc 7 , ^cicv cto 5 cvto tcvc 7 i v^ vrfh 'vt^r's cro 

Cl*tw Vtt I 
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ftcirfl cmt:^ t ^ ^*fi» 'ofto w?) 

^ OTCf I TO WC^ TO 5l> VTO TOT] Tij] TOl^ I (TNt 

*ft^, •T?nW>f3f C*fC^ I TOT^ ??W1 TO 5C<fc^ I sfC^ CTO 

C*f^ ^ I TOT^ 1flc*i TO 5CVC8? I ^SfC*ni 'srf^ ^sTO? 

^fC^ I ’JfR ?StiT C^tOT OTCf I 

jftppr ^vCtpr c’tM^ »rt?'Q?n?f c^rnro^ 'q f^^prfir gtyprt^ «^frr *ri;^ 

cTO’«(T^ ^3 ^ ^ ^N*^tpr^ TOc^ oi otto 

OT'Q^rRmm^^tc^pr’nf^ to c^^t cro? ^ ^ ^rf^ 

fro CTOT ^!rc^ scape goat TO C^ f t^fro fV ^f%-f fe?R HI ? 

I'tTJH f|eT HI ? ^ Ht^C^r f%fH iflHH TOCH ^COTHf^sR ^ CH^^tC^ ^rf-TOH 
TOT ? OTCH TO TO 00 ^lOT TOf%^ 'HHf^TO^ ta^H <1tC?H ^tHl J^IOTlCT H! 

TOC^ HTHHT C^tHPT OT^TOC^ TO:^ OTC^ HI ? TOt^ ^ I H> ‘ g|<> '| \sH i?fBFOT TO 
CTO! ifHC-t^ l^fV Htt. ![HH tpsf^ HR HITO^ HtTO HtOT 

?^il^l'Q OTCF5 I H^sHtTOTO^liH fror^ — CHTTO^'Q f^^[TO5\3 OT I ^8 HC? 

»ilTOT CTO f|H HI I "HS OTTO fHCHHtH’Q HTO TOfH I CHi?^ OTtHT OTl 

TOTC^ ^1 TOTC^ I OTRTl jfHTfH HTHH^R Htf^CHf^ wireless^iJH HTTO I Jeep 

Hfijt fro frofli Aeroplane fWr frofli ^ TOHtra OTR TOf^ TOf|i 

OT '8 1STO HHHl I 

4TOCH TOR CHtmi to OTR h^hhc 4‘ cnfro fe i othh hTch Magistrate^iiH 

OT^ Police HHrTOH CH <ilCTOH CH'QHI 5tTO ^'Q TO] C?TO I OTF CTO fen CH HR'S 
HTO 'HH cTO investigation 5 ’h Hi i *^5 <iit TOH ^fisrlOT^ investigation ?HfH 

SL^inTOt, VTOTOt, Htft HH'ITORi TOCH FHI CTO tot CHSTC^, ^11^ hr \3H4 Htiftc^ OT^ 

^TOR 4iTl TO] TOH, fER, HtTO’^tl OT^ TOf ^f%C^ TOF fen's ^fe liJtH 

H^HTO TO HI, OTFH) HC^ I “Every thing is fair in love and war.” ^J^fir-f fe fen 
TOH V5] TOR CWHR 4CH C^H I ^OTH Ht*3?tfe TOR ^ HRtfR^ fe 

CTO CHC^ C4HH H^jrora CHTTO^ C?fTO 4H] ^CHC^ I Ctf^JtCH 60 H^TO^ CTO 
^0 H'^TOH fe^RtH fe HR TOIh I Wife HI fen OT*fH VOT^ ’tt^R 5CTO I 

HHHHR TORH To, CHRH «TOR TORHH hi HH I OR \3 OT] 

WH^'S OTTfCHH HI, CH^ fVHtCH OTTfOfH ^^CHH HR HHH viJ4 ^HH OTfH] h^v RH I TOTltHH 
TOPRV ^ fHHR tCtf Hf 4 H 1 I ^vaR HHF HlHtCHH TO 4 g|g^ FR I CH 9 jH 4 

fn^^fFTO fHH^CH'H HRRI FRl TOl 'ijTOH CHtHH 4CTO ^ HVtHfRiCH TO HH« 
C*RC4 ♦J'R 4HR ^H3FH 4CTO I CHRtHT^ '8 ^*>3^ TOh^R Hlft'QfiR HCHT OT TJW 

H^HR^ Hf^^ *J^H^C<R HCHI HR HR 4TO TOR HCH HCHC^ | ^ ^ HfC^ ^ ^ HI HH 

TO HHHtCHH CHHR H^T I TO Hi’ H’cH HRHI HH4R HfH fewt Hr»3Hffe C*fR- 

>J]8T HH TO HRRR fej, ^HHHfCHH, HRf^ ^ff%H TOhIHJ I 

TOR OT5H HCflH CHRNT^ '8 ^HHHtCHHR fem OT^ fHHTt^^S, HfelH^ | TO'HH 

HRFtnfeF^'R TOT HRHtHRTOF FffeS 4HC^ I v^RR ^^sR TOR OT^ aiFt]^4, liJHH 

fV ^RTCHH V4 HtC^H HCITH CHRT’TOt '8 f^HHR HHHHtCHHR TOf ! WH I 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY : hIH^o^J TOfet 

rffe-feTOH fnCH CHTlH HtHFR HR5R, TOt^ HIHH 'S HH HHH fenttHH H H TOH^IRI CHH 4CH 
iffeFR CF^I fe HHH OR-HRTOH iflHOTff ^"HT, CH HHH OT^feH H^^tOT4 Hfel 

ftn^fe SnRPTtHrHH HTtOTH HKVR 4H1 HTO — ^ HT^fet C HH HRR4 i 

CHRMI^. fcpjHR Hjf ^OTH feHH TO fe CHOTH TOnfil'S 4H] TOC^ !5] CTO TO ^liR HRl 
ffel HTRIR I HRTOR HTOTOr«]Rl 'S HtwtHife CHOTl HTtOTH fwiTO TO fe OTlI 
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ADJUUKJNMiDJMT MUT1UI«. 


fro Ksrc^ I c^firwc^ ft ?twnr csrtm ^ 

’T^ :>o ta 3 !^<m Sk^n 5 ft <^3?^ ?t*ywr 

?fwi, Mrf^, sTferfOT m cw ^ ^rsf^ 

3n m ? ’Ts’^rt?^ (Trc^fl ^rf^n c^fmfjr w^mr ’rtura^ ors^rf^r 

*fr^ C^] *r5 f^f% fro^, f%f^ 3Tt|t^ :^fgi 'qi;TO C^tlTAT^ C^TSf- 

C'^fr^ I OT sTlt^T c«^r?F ^c^r? ^ 5 ft ^rto? ^r ;n 1 
to%^3T, f%f^ 00 3rt^ fe i ’sr<«(5 to 

c^i I 

fro !fr^^ c^, %?? cro^rt^ftr^ 

ff^f'Q (Tf^ 3rf?rf^-- ^f^3T ^'3 1 f^sr 3rt? Brfir‘rt^c*nj c^ wf^ 's 

^fi:?^*fi%jf| 5 r, ^^f| 5 r, <tt?r<n c*f\ 3 irt? c^n^F f^sr, to ^fft^^TOrc^rtro^ 

fTO's cwr«f3T I 5tf%c?T ^r?i ^fr?^ ci? to- 

c^ I trc?f^ ^'ripR ^r!? 'ijt ^ 1 ^ 

3I?f3T t|^-^f^*< ^5‘t'3^1 C^ 3T3T?T 'STTO ^1 OT? 

adjourraent motions? fell (TTmNMh 3^:^ ^ 

C 3 R, TO TO ^ 15 ^ I trTO- 3 rf^, 

c^fr^ c^fi[? 'j^T^nr ®pto^ i C3fj^ff^(t^ 

3rf^ c*f'3?ii 5’^ ^fc^f CTO CTO <11^ c^rsn tvi i 

c3TM^ff% <i]^'[^^&3Tf? c^v OTc^wfsr^f^ ^ toc^ m'- 

i cw^ <ij^ 5PF c^t^Fc^ trnrfTO TOc^ I 3ift etri 's 3r;ni‘f^*jr^ 

<ii^ftr 3 { 5 PF I ^^-c 3 F?r<^ cTO^ ^ TO I ?rt^Wc^ f| 3 T 

I frofcit (TTf^TO^ TO 3rnr 1 jpfTc’t fto ^TOt^3rj 

C^fiTtrtm TO?1 JRf% I TO R ^5T ^ CTO TO ’tCW • 

Tmrt’^rt^'-f^ c^ta ^ma ^sr— -^f^, ^ citwi:»fsr 1 ‘‘*rtTOfij'' 's 

y?<t3TH TOT TO^T '3 fTO^tPprTO «RT ^TOciT 3^^ (?flf C^fl> ^ TO? iFff 

5^ C^^RI, 5t^ff%;i1, C^^It, ^5ft, f^f%3Tf^ ^ f|C^ C^ft^ 3nTO3 5ir ^] I '■TTOSIl 

's TOsRc?^ c^«f?r TO C 3 TO^^ CTO ^iK'raf ^C’T TOft^ i ^rto cTO 
fVf c^^lV iflPI Jui-^vfiQ^ ?tVt^ C*i™Rf^ 3n ^’illC^f'ft ‘fl^lc*! *|c!'>fit 1 C^ 

c3m[NT^ 3n tot:^ ^ ^ ?pFf^ i ctrtc^ 1^ fro 3n fro 

Ttf^'c^ ^'5ft?rf<T c?*^] ^1 5:l\5cv^^ ^IW I c^k'i'j^ tff^¥l<t 5?f 3(1 1 

’tnWt c3Tr?NT^ ^c? 4<'5icBspf -ff% tn^&m i to toc^ fiTOi ^ ct5(p- 

I c^itc^ cF^ta "fTf^ *rc^ 3(1 1 "fif^ fVnr ^ffca ^^scv? ♦ffa- 

T^3T(( I ■fff%^ ''TOtS^l VfRcfl TO Co^ C^^ I 

CJmrNt^ \8 ?TOfc3nr ^ cTO TO !i^ TO?r 

TTOt?, ^ '3 C^5T1 (TTClff^ tr^ TOfl^Tf? ^*(^41 3 Cta iTWtpTfC??! ^FfC^ 

i^-jTOTOf t|T5^t? Co^ fro ’srf'oft^ ’»rTTi tVfro 'srr^Rf^r i «Tta3 TOf^sTfai c^ 

:m fro, ^f% fro ^ to ; f?^t3 trf^citr^R m to^3i i 

ci^^ 3 c^f'H^ TO3 50% I ^:r?i( fro mtni 3 ^^ntlr mm 

tr^®f ^(,<j»if^ I 

«(tw C3mn^ff^ «rt'Q'f toc^ • 's f^Tf^riTtfh ^^j i g i c^i i i f^- 

C?7 '3^ C^l TOif^ ^5ta CTO C^P’ri ^^31 SRTT C^tC^ ^3T<TTOC3nr 'S^ I ^t?fl "tlf^ 

^TORr ^tT31 TOfe^ TO^ f^TlTO^ 3(|f)-^ '*rfC5pf, 

f^, \%, ^», c^ cTO^ 3n I 
5 
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flirfW '« ^osrtf^t^OT I ^tcT mtc? ^sr^ 

omf^ c^ m^Tf^ i brI^^hsu^ c^tr?r f%f% 4 h 

3n?5TtuJt crafe^ Itf^ I ^«f TTfltT^T 

I tr^-^ I f^^i ^5T f%f^ ^5i5Rn:^T?[> 

(RTirNt^ ’T^n^R ^ *iLt^ I ^>i5rrcr 'S’t^ Mf%ni 

^rj^i 5oTc^ ^1 1 ^’rm mm cm rftfe 

f5ir%^ mK^ I $c»f«rr <ff^ 

C!f«t*R f^rTl (TT^^ ^5tC5 f5^C*R TOOT C^-fl I (RRNt^ Rjf 

cmr <RFt^Tf%^ ^lul ^w*«l CTW«rt^ 

cm ^armc'r?! ^W*fTI 

Mft DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA? Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is 
really painful that in a motion like this it is impossible not to refer to the 
oommunal situation in the country and it is impossible to talk with restraint 
in the midst of so many lies that have been propagated by the other side. 
It has been stated by Maulvi Majibar Rahman, ^cretary of the District 
Muslim League, that since the outbreak of the incidents in Noakhali no 
further incidents took place after the 16th of October. Sir, Mr. Rahman is a 
criminal legal practitioner for the last twenty years and knows the art of 
lying very much. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Mr. R. Gupta, a senior member of 
the I.C.S., was deputed as a special officer by Government to enquire into 
the incidents and he was attacked by the Muslim mob there. He would 
have been killed but for the police firing on the spot by one Satish Chandra 
Chakravarty, a police officer. This Satish Chandra Chakravarty who saved 
the life of Mr. Gupta was suspended by this Muslim Government. Sir, this 
incident took place after the 16th of October. Then on the 6th or 7th of 
November Mr. Haran Ghose Chaudhury’s cousin, Sachin Ghose Chaudhury, 
was murdered, On the 29th October, five villagers were murdered. On 
the 10th November two men were murdered. In the first week of Novem- 
ber, on the drd, one Jatin Das was murdered. On the 8tli November, Suren, 
Akhoy, Khitish and Satish Saha were murdered and a relief officer was found 
missing since 8tli November. It is impossible in this short time at my dis- 
posal to enumerate the incidents that had taken place after the 16th October. 
Sir, after the 16th October, within a month the unfortunate Hindu popula- 
tion of Noakhali were marooned and they were not allowed to get out of 
that area without a passport. He has said that the Muslim League has got 
nothing to do with the occurrence. How is it that it was an organised 
affair? It is useless to deny the fact that from the 10th to the 16th 
October large numbers of Hindu population of Noakhali, about 150,000, 
were focibly converted to Islam. That was the case of forcible conversion. 
All the houses of the Hindu population were looted during this period. And 
what is still more painful is that Hindu women were abducted. Mrs. 
Ashalata Sen has told the House that the Muslim League, that the Go-vern- 
' ment which is in power, wanted to piinimise the gravity of the situation. 
Any attempt to minimise the gravity of the situation is to put a premium 
upon lawlessness. Even today they are not repenting. 

Mr. Mujibar Rahman was telling the House that nothing had happened 
in Noakhali and Tippera — very slight things happened. He can tell like 
this. He is the Secretary of the District Muslim League of Noakhali. He 
is reported to have told the other day that Mahatma Gandhi should leave 
Noakhali very soon. Mahatma Gandhi is trying his utmost to restore good 
feeling between Muslims and Hindus and Maulvi Mujibar Rahaman, 
Secretary of the Muslim League, is now describing today that nothing had 
happened in Noakhalli and that Mahatma Gandhi should leave Noakhali. 
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Mr. Salam, another Secretary of the Chandpnr Muslim League, is 
reported to have told on the 12th November that nothing had happened in 
Chandpur. I know, Sir, Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy will tell like this. Sir, 
immediately after the occurrence the Hon’ble Mr. Shanisuddin Ahmed went 
to the locality and he is reported to have said that such things did not 
happen during the British rule, such things did not happen during the 
Moghul rule. That was the version of a Minister after going there after 
the incidents had happened. What is the use of telling that nothing had 
happened. Where are the reports of the two officers P Mr. Simpson is a 
senior officer. He was a District and Sessions Judge, not only a Sessions 
Judge, he was a Judge of the Hon’ble High Court for some time. His 
report was not published. Why liis report was not published? His report 
will not be published. What had happened at Haimchar? Such destruc- 
tion had not taken place hy the Atom Bomb. Only the other day I went to 
Haimchar and I saw the scenes of destruction. All the houses had been 
burnt and it is impossible to describe here today sitting in the Legislative 
Assembly the scenes of destruction that was committed upon the innocent 
people. It is impossible to describe the scenes of destruction committed 
upon the Namasudra community, 20,000 Namasudras in Haimchar in the 
district of Tippera. I ask the Government not to minimise the seriousness 
of the situation. They should repent for it. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, coming from the sick-bed, T sliall be 
very brief in my remarks. If the object of the mover of Ihe resolution is 
to condemn the Government for not being able to give protection to the 
weak and the helpless, I might join my voice with his, but I differ from 
him completely wffien he says that the privilege of bringing tliis complaint 
against this Government lies entirely with the Hindu community. In my 
opinion, Sir, the Muslims have suffered far more than the Hindus at the 
hands of the present Government because of their anxious desire to placate 
the Opposition that is in this House. I am sorry I have fo say but I say 
it from personal experience. 

Sir, the dark spots on this side of India are the five districts of Bihar 
and portions of two districts of Noakhali and Tippera. I have been to Bihar 
twice and I have been the personal observer of the eftocts of destruction 
that has followed the communal frenzy in Bihar. I do not for a moment 
hold the entire Hindu community responsible for what has been done by 
their co-religionists in Bihar. But let me tell this House, Sir, my second 
conviction that although Mahatma Gandhi and others may rehabilitate 
Noakhali, it will be impossible to rehabilitate Muslim Bihar and the 
Muhammadans of Bihar have not only been completely ruined but extet'- 
minated by reason of the oppression that has been committed upon them. 
(Cries of “shame” “shame” from the Muslim League benches.) 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: This Government is responsible 
for it. 

Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ! But so far as Noakhali and Comilla are 
concerned, it has been said that the Muslim League was at the back of the 
ruffians who had perpetrated oppressions in those areas. I would refer to 
one or two instances. Ask the House to give their opinion as to wdiether 
the Muslim League could have been at the back of the hooliganism that 
had taken place in those parts of Bengal. On the Iduzzoha Day there were 
prayers at certain places near about Hajiganj. Shots were fired on the 
Muslims while they were at prayer. Men Lave been killed, complaints have 
been lodged but no action has been taken by anybody up till now to give 
the Muslims redress. Would this have happened if the Muslim League had 
been at the back of what has been happening at Noakhali and Comilla? It 
IS known that the Muslim League has failed in its duty to give protection 
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to the Muslims in those areas. I have not been able to go to jS^oakhali and 
Comilla on account of ill-health, but I have looked into officiiil papers, I 
have looked into official records and I have had hundreds of persons who 
come to me as clients asking me to give legal assistance to them and I can 
tell this House that at the present moment more than 3,000 Muslims are 
being lodged in hajaty then given bail for a few days and again arrested 
and so this cat and mouse game is going on so far as the unfortunate 
Muslims of Noakhali and Comilla are concerned. Why this, Sir? If the 
story is true that these hooligans set upon the Hindu population and 
massacred them in broad daylight, why is it that not a single case has been 
brought to Court and the accused put on trial? Sir, I have tried to induce 
my clients there in Noakhali and Comilla to put in petitions to the Court 
asking for a trial and for the accused to be put on the dock. Let evidence 
be brought and let me test the evidence. I can assure this House that when 
these cases are really started I will be able to show to the world by defend- 
ing these Muslims that 99 per cent, of the accusations are absolutely false. 

I will show from official records that these men are not going to be put on 
trial at all. More than five months have elapsed. Why is it that these 
cases do not yet see the light of the day? Why are not they being put in 
the dock ? Why is it that evidence is not being taken against them ? Why 
are not these men being brought to Court, tried and hanged publicly? We 
will not object to that procedure, but that is not being done. 

Sir, I will not take up the time of this House any more. Mahatma 
Gandhi has done a splendid thing in Bengal, but Bengal is too small a 
place, especially Noakhali, for a man like Mahatma Gandhi. Let him go 
to Bihar. Bihar is the place where there is need for his services. 
(Mr. J. C. Gupta: Why should not Mr. Jinnah go there?) 

Now, Sir, I say with all the emphasis at my command that the military 
police and the police must be removed from Noakhali and Tippera this very 
moment. They are oppressing the poor villagers. The police and the 
military police are non-Muslims and they are using their official authority, 
their power and their privilege in oppressing the Muslims. Let them be 
removed. I ask the Chief Minister to pass orders at once to remove them, 
because if what he says is true that Mahatma Gandhi has been able to 
restore confidence, what is the necessity for the military police to be still 
there? Nothing. By removing them you will see living peace. 

So far as this motion is concerned, I think 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have no 
desire to refer in detail to the speeches of my honourable friends Mr. Abul 
Hashim and Mr. Fazlul Huq. (A voice from the ministerialist party 
BENCHES : Your friend !) And your friend for the time being who may be 
the cause of your doom also! (laughter.) 

Sir, Mr. Abul Hashim has congratulated the Bengal Ministry on its 
performance in Noakhali and Chandpur. Mr. Fazlul Huq has condemned 
the Ministry. I wish both of them the best of luck in the election speeches 
which they have made on the floor of this House. 

I would like to deal with this motion and would also request the 
honourable members of this House to deal with it in a spirit of solemn 
seriousness. After all, what has happened in Noakhali and Chandpur is 
without a parallel in the history of any civilised Government. My charge, 
Sir, is that not only hav^the people of Noakhali and Chandpur who belong 
to the majority community failed to give the protection that was due from 
them to the minority community and oppressed it; my charge is that the 
Muslim League which undoubtedly is popular and powerful among Muslims 
in that district failed to give protection to the minority community; and 
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my further charge is that the Ministry also hopelessly failed to discharge 
its primary responsibility, and its officers, though previously informed, did 
nothing to protect lives and properties. It has been said mat the Muslim 
League knew nothing about it, that whatever happened in Noakhali and 
Chandpur was in spite of the Muslim League. Golam Sarwar who forfeited 
his deposit in the election (Cries of “no, no*’ from ministerialist party 
benches) or at any rate who was hopelessly defeated (Mr. MuhammaId 
Habibullah Chaudhury: Though you paid him Rs. 20,000) — I paid 
nothing — but in spite of that payment Golam Sarwar who was defeated in 
the election became so suddenly popular that he could carry the Muslim 
masses with him only a few months later and incite them to violence. (A 
VOICE FROM ministerialist PARTY BENCHES : But he did not join the 
League.) Go and narrate your fairy tales in a new edition of the Arabian 
Nignts before you repeat them seriously on the floor of this Assembly. 
Now, Sir, what happened in Noakhali? It was a deliberate, well-thought- 
out plan for mass conversion of the minority. You were making an 
experiment of the Pakistan to come. (A voice from ministerialist party 
benches: Yes.) Somebody has the courage to say “yes”. 1 am glad 
that there is at least one honest man in this House on that side who says 
that he did it for the purpose of showing what Pakistan was like. (A voice 
FROM MINISTERIALIST PARTY BENCHES : No.) The interrupt 01’ says there is 
no honest man on that side! (laughter). It was not mass killing. Mass 
killing was not in the plan. 1 admit that. The number of people killed 
was not correctly reported. But that does not justify any member of the 
League to say that what hap])ened was not enormous in its intensity and 
barbarousness. Mass conversion was more horrible than (^^en i)hysi(‘al 
death. Whoever came and opposed it was slaughi(‘nMl. (Cries of 
“question” from ministerialist party beiu'hes.) Every symbol of Hindu 
religious ivorship was destroyed. There was loot — almost universal. Arson 
was also of a widespread character. There were cases of outrages on women, 
the exact number of which is not yet available. Even a few weeks ago when 
I was in Delhi, we received information about the recovery of two unfor- 
tunate girls from Noakhali from some parts of the Punjab. How is it 
possible for any member of this House who has an iota of decency left in 
him to tolerate such abominable things happening in any part of the 
civilised world in the year 1940? I would have thought that members of 
this House whom I am addressing would get up one after another and 
express their regret, their humiliation, their abhorrence at the things which 
have happened in Bengal under the League Ministry. 

Now, Sir, what was the method that was employed? It is proved that 
there was a demand for subscriptions for the Muslim League, which were 
actually paid by hundreds and thousands of men in Noakhali. Where has 
that money gone to? If Mr. Fazlul Huq and Mr. Abul Hashim get an 
opportunity, they ought to call for accounts from the District Muslim 
League of Noakhali and find out where the money has disappeared. Leaflets 
were circulated in print alleged to be signed by responsible Hindus who 
were forcibly converted and made to give a declaration that they had 
embraced Islam out of their sweet will, and asking others to follow; 
thousands of such leaflets were circulated. How were such things possible? 
They were possible because the Muslims felt — and the leaders who incited 
them, instigated them, advised them they felt that there was a Government 
sitting in Calcutta which would not come and do anything to establish law 
and order, that Pakistan had actually come. Mr. Abul Hashim referred 
to Lakhi Babu. Does he know that the village of Panchgaon was hurnt 
and looted when the Superintendent of Police was himself present in the 
village. He did nothing to save the Hindus. Does he know that? When 
one military officer was rescued from that village and brought to the 
military camp, I was there myself at Chowmohani, and the statement that 
be made was of a staggering nature. No one would believe it unless he 
actually heard with his own ears the woeful tale of humiliation, misery 
and torture. 
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Now, Sir, all this could have been stopped. Indeed the officers were 
guilty of criminal neglect of duty. I could have understood the bona-fides 
of Government if Government had taken prompt steps to stop it. But 
Government did nothing of the kind. The very officers who were responsible 
for this horrid state of affairs and who failed to protect life and property, 
to arrest the offenders and to recover looted properties — those very officers 
were allowed to lemain there, and some officers who tried to maintain law 
and order and helj) the oppressed — those officers were quickly transferred. 
Mr. Suhrawardy has taken the credit for bringing 150,000 people from 
Bihar to Bengal. 

Look at the two jnctures. There is one policy which affects the Muslims 
of Bihar and there is another which affects the Hindu minority in Noakhali 
and Chandpur. Here the Government threatened to stop rafioiis and to 
withdraw relief measures unless the refugees w'ent back to their homes 
immediately. Confidence was not restored but they were compelled to go 
back on the pain of stopping of rations and closing down of Eefugee 
Camps. But from Bihar lakhs of Muslims were being brought into Bengal. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I have spoken only for six minutes. I thought you w^ould give me 
15 minutes. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable members of your party 
have taken more time and so your time had to be cut down. 


Dfi SYAMAPRASAO MOOKERJEE: Sir, I w’ould ask Government 
one straight question. 1 have before me the eleven points which have been 
enumerated by the All-India Working Committee of the Muslim League 
giving directions as to how^ relief is to be given to the minority Muslims 
in Bihar. If the Government of Bengal is sincere with regard to the protec- 
tion of the minority Hindus in Bengal, will Government which is 100 
per cent, a Muslim League Government follow’ the same principles which 
have been enunciated by the Muslim League for the Muslim minority in 
Bihar. (Cries of “Surely, surely” from the Muslim League benches.) If 
that announcement is made, I know it would be possible for us to 
rehabilitate Noakhali and Chandpnr much sooner than many people would 
expect. I ask Mr. Suhrawairdy at wffiose expense he has brought 150,000 
Muslim from Bihar to Bengal? At the expens(‘ of the Government of 
Bengal, at the expense of the peoj)le of Bengal they have been placed in 
districts where the Hindus are iu a majority. The object is not to give 
relief to the Muslims of Bihar but to increase the population of Muslims 
in those ports of Bengal w’here they are in a minority. Could anything 
be more diabolical? Could anything be more preposterous? 


Sir, my demand before tbe Government is that the Government should 
^Jlow strictly the principles which have been laid down by tbe All-India 
V\ oi'king Committee of the Muslim League with regard to the protection 
ot the Muslim minority in Bihar, namely, the imposition of punitive tax 
on the majority community, prest and detention in jail and cancellation 
oi bail of all offenders. This is the demand of the Muslim League In the 
swiie way we demaml the posting of Hindu officers and Hindu armed police 
m aftected areas; establishment of big pockets where Hindu inhabitants 
Will be consolidated in Noakhali and Chandpur, investigation should be in 
the hands of non-MiisHm Officers ; granting of licenses for firearms to at 
^ast 10 per cent of the Hindus in the big pockets; stationing of armed 
Hindu officers with at least 50 per cent, of Hindu police in Noakhali and 
Cliandpur. If Mr. Suhrawardy really expects a consistency in the treat- 
ment of the minorities which has been the demand of the All-India 
Working Committee of the Muslim League, it is only fair and proper that 
these demands which have been voiced by the All-India AVorking Committee 
of the Muslim League for the protection of the minority in Bihar should 
be applied for the protection of the Hindus in Bengal. 
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Mr. KHWAJA NA8ARULLAH: Sir, I move tliat the question be now 

put. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: A closure has been moved and there is 
seven minutes’ time left. 

The question that the question be now put, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Haran Chandra Ghosh Chowdhury that this 
Assembly do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the situation created 
by the failure of the Government to prevent a mass uprising of the Muslims 
of Noakhali and Tippera resulting in (1) forcible conversion of Hindus 
eu masse of some portions of Noakhali and Tippera, mass abduction of 
the women of the minority community, (d) forcible marriage of a large 
number of Hindu women and girls by the majority community, (4) murders 
of a large number of people of the minority community, (5) destruction of 
a large number of houses and properties of the minority community by 
loot, arson, etc., and (0) desecration of temples and objects of worship en 
masse, was then put and a division taken with the following result; — 
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Acharjae, Mr. Shitangshu Kanta. 
Adhikari, Mr. Amulya Chandra. 
Bandopadhaya, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banerjee, Mr. Gobindalal. 

Banerjee, Mr. Susil Kumar. 

Barman, Mr. Mohini Mohan. 

Basn, Mr. Hemanta Kumar. 

Basu, Mr. Jyoti. 

Bhandari, Mr. Charu Chandra. 
Bhattacharjeo, Mr. Ganendra Chandra. 
Bhattacharjee, Mr. Munindra Nath. 
Bhattacharyya, Mr. Shyamapada. 

Birsha, Mr. Bir. 

Bose, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Brahmin, Mr. Ratanlal. 

Chakraborty, Mr. Benode Chandra. 
Chakravarty, Mr. Satish Chandra. 
Chatterjee, Mr. Haripada. 
Chattopadhyaya, Mr. MIhir Lai. 
Chowdhury, Mr. Annada Prosad. 

Das, Mr. Brojomadhab. 

Das, Mr. Jogendra Chandra. 

Das, Mr. Radha Nath. 

Das Gupta, Mr. Khagendra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Mr. Suresh Chandra. 

Dass, Mr. Kanallal. 

Datta, Mr. Dhlrendra Nath. 

Do, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

Dhar, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Dolul, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Ganguli, Mr. Bepin Behari. 

Gayen, Mr. Arabinda. 

Ghose, Mr. Bimal Comar. 

Ghosh Chowdhury, Mr. Haran Chandra. 
Guha Roy, Dr. Protap Chandra. 

Gupta, Mr. J. C. 

Gupta, Mr. Monoranjan. 


Haidar, Mr. Kuber Chand. 

Jalan, Mr. Iswar Das. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Lahirl, Mr. Provas Chandra. 

Mahanty, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

MaitI, Mr. Nikunja Behari. 

Majhi, Mr. Nishapatl. 

Majumdar, Mr. Bhupatl. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Mallick, Mr. Ashutosh. 

Mandal, Mr. Annadaprasad. 

Mandal, Mr. Bankubeharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad. 

Murarka, Mr. Basantlal. 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of 
Cossimbazar. 

Naskar, Mr. Ardhendu Sekhar. 

Naskar, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Panja, Mr. Jadabendra Nath. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Pramanik, Mr, Rajani Kanta. 

Ray, Mr. Kama! Krishna. 

Ray Barman, Mr, Rajani Kanta. 

Roy, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Ram Harl. 

Roy, Mr. Rup Narayan. 

Sarkar, Mr. BiJoy Krishna. 

Sarkar, Mr. Rajendra Nath. 

Sarker, Mr. Prafuiia Ranjan. 

Sen, Mrs. Ashalata. 

Sen, Mr. Debendra Nath. 

Sen, Mr. Satindra Nath. 

Sen Gupta, Mrs. Neiiie. 

Singhi, Mr. Narendra Singh. 

Sinha, Mr. Bimai Chandra. 


Abdul Ahad, Dr. 

Abdui Aziz MunshI, Mr. 

Abdul Hahz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakim Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 
Abdul Halim, Mr. Molla Mohammad. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hannan, Mr. 

/ 
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Abdui Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Khaleque, Mr. 

Abdul Mannan, Mr. Fakir. 

Abdul Momln, Mr. 

Abdullahel Baqui, Mr. Md. 

Abdur Rahman, The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Khan {alias Nuru Mia), 
Mr. . 

Abdur Rashid, Maulana Khondkar. 
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Abdur Rauf, Mr. Syed. 

Abdut SaBur Khan, Mr. 

Abdut Salam, Mr. Md. 

Abul Haiham, Mr. 

Abul Kalam Shamsuddln, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Mr. Kazl. 

Abul Quasem, Mr. 

Ahammad Ail, Mr. Mir. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Mr. 

Ahmed Hoealn, The Hon’ble Mr. 

Ahmed Kabir Chowdhury, Mr. 

Akbar All, Maulvl. 

All Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. 

All Ahmed Khan, Mr. 

Anwara Khatun, Mrs. 

Arif Chaudhury (Dhanu Mia), Mr. Md. 
Asan All Muktear, Mr. 

Aulad Hoesain Khan, Mr. 

Azizur Rahman, Mr. Syed. 

Badluzzaman Muhammad I lias, Mr. 
Bafatuddin Talukdar, Mr. A. K. M. 
Barman, Mr. Haran Chandra. 

Barurl, The Hon’ble Mr. Dwarka Nath. 
Biswas, Or. Bhola Nath. 

Ebrahim Khan, Mr. 

Emaduddin Ahammad, Mr. 

Eskandar All Khan, Mr. 

Faziul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Faziul Karim, Mr. 

Faziul Qadir, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Dacca), The Hon’ble 
Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Noakhall), Mr. 

Habibul Huq, Mr. Syed. 

Hafizuddin Choudhurl, Mr. 

Hamiduddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Hassan All, Mr. 

Hatem Ally, Khan Sahib. 

Huaan Ara Begum. 

Illas All Molla, Mr. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Kabir Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 

Kazem Ail Mirza, Shahibzada Kawan Jah 
Salyid. 

Khalrat Hoesain, Mr. 

Khuda Bukhsh, Mr. Md. 

Lutfar Rahman, Mr. 

The Ayes being 74 and the Noes 


Lutfar Rahman, Mr. Dewan. 

Madar Bux, Mr. 

Mahzuddln Ahmed, Mr. 

Mahammad Afzal, Mr. Syed. 

Mahammad Owals, Mr. 

Mahammad Sayeed Mia, Mr. 

Majibar Rahman, Maulvl. 

Malik, Dr. A. M. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Mr. 

Masiuddin Ahmed (alias Raja Miah), 
Mr. 

Mazharul Haque, Mr. Abu Talyab. 
Mobarak Ail Ahmed, Mr. 

Mohammad Sharif Khan, Mr. 

Mohammed Ail, The Hon'ble Mr. 
Mozammel Hossain, Dr. 

Mudassir Hoesain, Mr. 

Muhammad Habibullah Chaudhury, Mr. 
Muhammad Idris, Maulvl, 

Muhammad Ishacjue, Mr. 

Muhammad Israil, Mr. 

Muhammad Quasem, Mauiana HaJI. 
Muhammad Qumruddln, Mr. 

Muhammad Rukonuddin, Mr. 

Muhammad SIddique, Dr. Syed. 

Muzaffar Rahman Choudhury, Mr. 
Najmul Huq, Mr. Mia. 

Nasarulla, Mr. K. 

Nawajesh Ahmed, Mr. 

Nawab Ail, Mr. 

Nazir Hossain Khandkar, Mr. 
Nurazzaman, Mr. 

Osman Gani, Mr. Md. 

Paniruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Ray, The Hon’ble Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 
Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Serajal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

Serajuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Mldnapore). 
Serajuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Galbandha). 
Shamsuddin Ahmed, The Hon’ble Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Chowdhury (alias 
Badsha Mia), Mr. 

Shamsuddin Sikdar, Mr. Md. 

Sharfuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Suhrawardy, The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Tofazzel Hossain, Mr. 

Yusuf Hossain Chowdhury, Mr. 

107, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 8-15 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, 
[the 7th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act« 1935. 

The Assembly met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday; tiie 
7th February, 1947, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Ali) in the Chair, ID Hon’ble 
Ministers and 208 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Suffering of steamer passengers travelling between Chandpur and 

Goalundo. 

•lli Mr. NOWAB ALI: (a) Is the Hon’blo Minister in charge of the 
Home Department aware that the f)ublic, travelling by steamer from Chand- 
pur to Goalundo and back sutler a great deal on account of — 

(i) overcrowding; 

(ii) insanitary condition of latrine and insufficiency thereof; and 

(iii) inadequate light? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that on account of overcrowding the steamer runs the risk of meeting with 
disaster in case of slight storm? 

(c) Do the Government consider the desirability of taking steps so that 
the Steamer Company may provide two steamers from Goalundo to Chandpur 
and back? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy^ 
Minister in charge of the Home Department): {a){i) Due to considerable 
increase in passenger traffic as compared with pre-war days l)oth the up and 
down Chandpur Express Steamers are plying now-a-days to almost full- 
licensed capacity. 

(ii) The number and type of latrines provided on board the steamers are 
as required in terms of rules on the subject and as approved by Ship Surveyors 
appointed by Government. 

Adequate staff of sweepers are provided on board the steamers. 

(Hi) Electric lighting provided on board the steamers is as approved by 
Government Surveyors. 

(h) The steamers do not carry more passengers than permissible in terma 
of the Survey Certificate issued by Government. 

(c) Government consider that increased facilities are necessary for the 
passengers on the route but no improvement is possible until the steamers 
that were requisitioned by the military are returned to the Company. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARaEE : 

CT ^ ^ ^ vcv fv r 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Ho. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE : ^ fv ^ «ttDR 

CT ^ t 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Generally it does not take up to full capacity, 
but owing to war condition it is now taking up to full capacity. 

Mr.«MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE : ^ ^ ^ 

overcrowding v? fV ^ ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: If it takes passengers up to full capacity, it 
cannot be said to be overcrowding, but some inconveniences are experienced 
by the passengers. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will tbe Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if there is any inspecting agency to see if the 
actual facts prevalent in the steamers do tally with reports? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: There is a certificate of survey with terms of 
licence which is placed in a conspicuous place in the steamer. Everybody 
can inspect them and any complaint may be made on the report available 
in the steamer itself. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whetlier he is satisfied that the rules are 
satisfactory ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: At* least there has been no complaint against 
the existing rules. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE : ^ snrm c? 

^ ^ TO ^ ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The number of passengers allowed is shown on 
the certificate of survey that is placed in a conspicuous place which can be 
examined by any one in every vessel. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: 

a certificate of licence 
TO f% ^1 ^3 toc^ ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The tickets are issued and they are checked by 
the Joint Steamer Company and also there are inspecting stafP on board the 
flteamer to check the tickets. Besides that the serang also looks into the 
matter. If he sees that the steamer has been overloaded according to the 
licence, generally he does not ply the steamer. There is sufficient check 
with regard to this on board the steamer. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (6), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many passengers are permissible 
in Up and Down Chandpur Express Steamer? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I want notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Bon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the steamers requisitioned by 
the Military may be returned to Government? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The military has been asked to return the 
flteamers. It is expected they would return them as soon as possible. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state h^w many steamers have been requisitioned by the Military? 

Mr, A3DUL KARIM: I want notice. 
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Mfi MD« KHUDA BUKH8H: The Hon’ble Minister has stated that 
e serangs do not generally ply the steamers when they find them over- 
ided or men on board more than the number of tickets sold. Will he be 

eased to state if it is a fact that thev do not plv at all or tliev sometimes 

? ... 

Mft ABDUL KARIM: There have been cases when the serang refused 
0 ply, because in that case the responsibility for any accident will be his. 

Mr, BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
0 state if he has ever received any complaint against overcrowding of the 
teamers ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
leased to state if the Government have not received questions like this 
■ood many times during the course of last 10 years? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I liave no information. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister a\vare 
tiat inconveniences were continuing even before the war period? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have no information. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased 
0 state if the putting of this question is not a complaint against over- 
rowding? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I do not think so. 


Health of certain pre-reform political prisoners. 

•12. Mr. CNANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA; Will the 
lon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the following pre-reform political prisoners have been 
suffering from ailments mentioned against their names and any 
other gross ailments of serious nature, viz. : — 

(1) Prankrishna Chakrabarti— Heart troubles, chronic colitis, neurosis, 
ear trouble, pyorrhoea, 

(2) Purnanda Das Gupta — Stomach and pulmonary troubles, 

(3) Sitanath De~ Stomach troubles, 

(4) Prafulla Chandra Sen — Gout and toothache, 

(5) Suren dr a Ch. Kar — Occasional signs of mental disorder, 

(6) Hem Ch. Bakshi — Pleurisy, and 

(7) Ambika Chakrabarti — Diabetes; 

(5) how long these prisoners have been suffering; 

(c) what remedial measures have been taken and with what effect; 

(d) the terms of their conviction; and 

(e) the date of their arrests and the total periods they have been in jail? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED [on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman, Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) department]: (a), (&), 

(c), (d) and (e). As all these persons have since been released, it is not 
Jonsidered that the expenditure of time and energy necessary to collect the 
nformation required would be justified and I am not prepared to arrange 
or the information asked for to be made available. 
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'Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when these prisoners were released ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Some time in the month of August, 
3946. 

Mr. GNANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA; On a point of 
privilege, Sir. I think once a question is admitted, the Hon’ble Minister 
is bound to give the answer. But here the Minister says that he is not 
prepared to arrange for the information asked fo^ to be made available. 
I think it is out of order, and I would ask you to give a ruling on this point. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : That is the answer of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. GNANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA; Can be then 
answer any question in that way that he is not prepared to arrange for 
information ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Yes; if the Hon’ble Minister so 
likes, he can. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On a previous occasion the question arose 
whether the Speaker can exercise his power to determine what should be 
the nature of the answer. I looked into the relevant authorities and I 
gave my ruling on another occasion that the Speaker has no power to 
compel tlie answer to be given in a particular manner. So the Chair is 
helpless in the matter. 

Mr. GNANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA: But, Sir, the 
question here is that the Minister cannot deny to give the answer when the 
question is once admitted. Here the Speaker is all powerful and he can 
say that the Hon’ble Minister is bound to give the answer. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already given my ruling, and the 
matter ends there. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is any provision in law to look after the released 
prisoners ? 

Mr, HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: No. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the state of health of these prisoners when they 
were in jail ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; This question relates to a period when 
they were in jail. At the moment none of these prisoners are in jail. 
They had been released some time in August last; so it is not possible for 
Government to collect all information now and supply them to the members. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if these prisoners are still suffering as a result of their 
lung detention in jail? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I have nothing further to add. 

Number of primary^hoois and teachers in the Province. 

^13. Mr. Md. ABDU8 SALAMi: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the total number of — 

(1) primary schools in the province, 

(2) purely girls’ priniary schools among them. 



(3) trained matric teachers — 

(A) male, and 

(B) female, 

(4) untrained matriculate teachers — 

(A) male, and 

(B) female, 

(5) trained non-matric teachers — 

(A) male, and 

(B) female, and 

(6) untrained) non-matric teachers — 

(A) male, and 

(B) female; 

(ii) the pay of each class of teachers of primary schools; and 

{Hi) the names of the District School Boards that have hitherto been 
started ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is consider- 
ing the desirability of — 

{i) introducing immediately the Free and Compulsory Primary Educa- 
tion in the Province ; and 

(ii) establishing the Provincial Primarj^ School Board without delay P 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) (i) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(it) Pay — (1) Its. IT) per mensem for Headmasters; (2) R8.12 per mensem 
for trained Assistant Teachers; and (3) lls.lO for untrained Assistant 
Teachers. 

(Hi) District School Boards have been established in all the districts in 
the Province excepting Darjeeling and Midnapore. 

(b) (i) Yes, as early as circumstances permit. 

(ii) Yes. Steps are being taken for the establishment of the Central 
Primary Education Committee. 

Statement ref ef red to in clause a(i) of starred question No. 13. 


The total number of— 

(1 ) Primary Schools in the Province . . . . 40,108 

(2) Purely Girls’ Primary Schools among them . . 6,173 

(3) TJ^ained Matric Teachers — 

(A) male . . . . . . 6,043 

(B) female . . . . . . 319 

(4) Untrained Matric Teachers — 

(A) male . . . . . . 1,668 

(B) female . . . . . . 338 

(5) Trained non-Matric Teachers — 

(A) male . . . . . . 33,438 

(B) female . . . . . . 463 

(6) Untrained non-Matric Teachers — 

(A) male . . . . . . 48,170 

(B) female . . . . . . 2,378 
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, Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is any contemplation of Government to increase the 
salary of the poor primary school teachers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, it 
has been practically decided to increase the salary of the teachers. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state, in view of the answer given in (a) (u), whether the 
scale of salary mentioned in his answer is absurdly inadequate? 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Yes, it 
is inadequate. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us what is the amout of increment that is proposed to be given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I think it 
will be premature to give it out now. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that the primary school 
teachers gave notice of a strike just before the Calcutta riots and that they 
are again preparing for a strike ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I know that 
they had given notice of a strike before, but I do not know whether they 
have again given notice of a strike. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTAGHARJEE : crtn 

teacher^! ^ ^ — cro 

f%? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It is not so. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many of the primary school teachers 
actually attend classes and how many of them have taken to other businesses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; As far as I 

am aware, they are attending to schools, but they may have been carrying 
on side businesses. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if these headiuasi ers and teachers had been getting 
better salaries before they joined primary schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; No. 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: Will the Hon’ble Minister b% pleased to 
state when the pay of these teachers will be increased ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; As I have 
said before, we are waiting for the approval of the Government of India, 
because it will be financed from the Government of India fund. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the districts in which the scheme of compulsory primary 
education has been enforced ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIY^D MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; It has not 

yet been enforced in any district. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
Government move in respect of girls’ primary schools is nothing but a 
farce ? 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the scale of pay given out by him is- the 
minimum or the maximum? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That is the 
only pay: there is no minimum or maximum. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: With reference to answer {h)(ii), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what will be the process of 
forming the Central Primary Education Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; That is laid 
down in the Primary Education Act. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: In view of the fact that there are 52,544 
untrained teachers, what steps are jGovernment taking to accelerate the 
mode of training of these untrained teachers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: A large 
number of training schools are going to be established in which untrained 
teachers will be trained. 

Mr. MD. KHUDA BUK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased io 
state when the revised scale of pay will take effect and whether it will have 
retrospective effect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: We propose 
to give restrospective effect from the 1st of October, 194G. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE : fV 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I cannot 
say that the majority of them have been blown down, but tliere are cases 
where some of the schools are in a dilapidated condition. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that under Circular No. 149 of the Education Department, this order 
has been passed — “Provided that if the Provincial Government is satisfied 
that the funds available to a Board are not sufficient to enable the Board 
to comply with the provisions of this rule, the Provincial Government 
direct that this rule shall not apply to such a Board” and that the leacheTs 
are getting less pay than has been given out by the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I do not 

know of any such circular. Without seeing the paj)er I cannot answer. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the difference between the pay of a 
primary school teacher and that of the Director of Public Instruction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: That is 
known to the honourable member. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Government will consider the desirability of 
raising the scale of pay of the primary school teachers so that they may 
maintain the minimum standard of living? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Some 
substantial increment is proposed to be given, but I do not think it will be 
quite enough. 
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Mri MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With respect to answer (6)(i), 'Tes, 
as early as circumstances permit”, is the Hon’ble Minister aware that he 
himself declared in the last budget session that in some three or four 
districts the compulsory aspect of the Free and Compulsory Education Act 
would be given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZS Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
the district of Mymensingh, it has been contemplated that in only a few 
unions this Act will be given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The idea is 
in five years to complete the area taken up. So, if two unions are taken 
up in each than a, in five years it will be completed. On an average there 
are only 10 unions in a thana, 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that even an illiterate cliapraslii draws much more salary than these 
teachers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Yes, I am 
fully aware. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Does the Hoii’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of giving effect to the compulsory aspect of this scheme in 
every thana at least of every subdivision particularly of those districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Yes, that is 
under contemplation. That is why the idea is to take up two unions of 
every thana each year. 

Mr. AHMED KABIR CHAUDHURY : u&tffwr flood- 

affected areac® ’Pf special grant c^r's^n r 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Special 
grant for education — I am not aware. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that the money that will be spent for compulsory primary 
education will be absolutely wasted if the scale of pay is not increased? 

The Hon^ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That is why 
we have decided that some substantial increase in the pay should be given. 


Introduction of honorary doctors in Victoria Hospital, Darjeeling. 

*14. Mr. 8HITANG8HU KANTO ACHARYYA: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Health Department be pleased to state whether 
Government Order No. 3390Medl. of 18th December, 1944, to introduce 
honorary doctors in Darjeeling Hospital was given effect to? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that there is no emergency ward in the Victoria Hospital; 

(ii) that there is no arrangement of privacy in dealing with the V.D. 

cases; and 

(tit) that the Civil Surgeon of Darjeeling pays no attention to it in spite 

of repeated request from the public? 

% 

MINISTER in charge of the HEALTH and LOCAL SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed AH): (a) Two 

honorary doctors have been 'ff’orking in the hospital even from before the issue 
of the dovemment order referred to. 
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(b) (i) There is no emergency ward, but patients are admitted directly 
to the appropriate wards. 

(ii) There are sufficient arrangements for ensuring privacy. 

(Hi) No complaint on this matter was ever received by the Civil 
Surgeon, Darjeeling. 

Mr. 8HITANG8HU KANTO ACHARYYA; \ViU the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state if it is not a fact that the waiting room o^ the V.D. Clinic is 
on the verandah of the Darjeeling Hospital? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is not exactly the position. 
The position is this that there is a separate waiting room which has been 
converted into a V.D. Clinic and that is completely screened from the 
general waiting room and the entrance is separate and a door on the aide is 
utilised by the patients for going out. So, satisfactory arrangement to 
ensure privacy has been made in the hospital. 

Mr. 8HITANC8HU KANTO ACHARYYA: Will the Hon’ ble Minifiter 
please state whether the post of Civil Surgeon of Darjeeling has ever been 
held by an Indian up to this time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: As far as I know, the post has 
not yet been held by any Indian. I would like to explain the position. 
Under the Act, certain posts are reserved for British Officers of the Indian 
Medical Service and some posts of Civil Surgeon are also reserved for them 
and Darjeeling is one of those posts. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, if the Minister has any hand in modifying that rule which 
should be remodified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The question o^ modification 
does not rest with us, but, of course, I agree with the honourable member 
that there is need for modification and we believe there should be no 
reservation in the posts for British officers. As a matter of fact, there 
should be no discrimination, but we are powerless in the matter. 

Mr. 8HITANC8HU KANTO ACHARYYA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state if it is a fact that these non-Indian Civil Surgeons are always 
busy with their non-Indian tea planters and their gardens and thus they do 
not attend to their office duties or the hospital? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; W^e have not received any 
complaint so far, but the honourable member probably knows that members 
of the Indian Medical Service and the Bengal Medical Service are allowed 
private practice provided that does not interfere with their official duties 
and we have not so far received any complaint that the officers have 
neglected their official duties. 

Mr. 8HITANG8HU KANTO ACHARYYA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there is any complaint record maintained in 
the hospital and whether there is any fixed hour for his attendance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. He has got 

to attend the hospital, there is no doubt, but I do not know whether there 
is any fixed hour and, if so, what are those hours. I am afraid I will have 
to ask for notice, if I have to give details. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if his source of complaint is the Civil Surgeon himself or 
somebody else? It has been stated in answer (b)(m), that no complaint 
on this matter was ever received by the Civil Surgeon, Darjeeling. Has 
any complaint not been received from the Civil Surgeon or has any 
complaint not been received from anybody else also? 
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The Hon’ble Mr^ MOHAMMED ALIS The Civil S^geon there is the 
head of the medical administration in the district and we have made 
enquiries from him and he assures us that no complaint was ever received 
by him in the matter of inadequacy of privacy arrangements. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: The conduct of the Civil Surgeon 
himself has been questioned and complaints about him will naturally be 
made by other persons. Has any such complaint been received? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, Government has not 
received any such complaint and the matter is not one which deals with 
him directly. V. D. Clinic is a separate establishment attached to the 
hospital and if there was any complaint regarding inadequacy of arrange- 
ment or inadequate arrangement for privacy, that complaint should have 
been lodged before the Civil Surgeon, but he has received no complaint and 
this does not exactly relate to his own department, because we have another 
doctor in charge of the clinic. 

'Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (h)(m), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to take note of this as amounting to a 
complaint of the absence of privacy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, we made enquiries and we 
are satisfied that there is arrangement for privacy. Of course, I would 
agree that there is room for improvement and we feel that there should 
be improvement, but the arrangement for the present is adequate and I 
may tell the honourable member that there is a proposal for expansion of 
this hospital. We have got a Sanatorium in Darjeeling. We propose 
to dispose of it and acquire another plot of land adjacent to the hospital 
where we will make extension and as soon as that is done, there will be no 
difficulty regarding adequate arrangement for ensuring privacy to patients 
Attending th^'V. D. Clinic. 

Deputy Surgeon-Generals (Civil). 

*15. Mr. ABDUL AZIZ MUN8HI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Health Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the present number of Deputy Surgeon-Generals (Civil) with the 

Government of Bengal; and 

(it) whether these Deputy Surgeon-Generals have been given any 
administrative work? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of giving them some administrative work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) (i) Three. 

(u) Yes. 

(fe) Does not arise. 

Mr. MOHAMMED HABIBULLAH CHAUDHUDY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the nature of the administrative work given 
to the three Deputy Surgeon-Generals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: One is in charge of the general 
administration of the Medical Directorate and he assists the Surgeon- 
General, another is in charge of the stores and medical supplies and the 
third one is in charge of tjje Auxiliary Government Hospitals, supervision 
work and work of administration. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to etate how long these Deputy Surgeon-Generals have been continuing 
in their respective posts without any transfer? 
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The Hon'Me Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid, I will have to ask 

lor notice, but the point is this that all of them do not belong to the 
Medical Service. One of them at least is on contract service and the post 
^ was created not very long ago and we thought it necessary to renew the 
contract and he is still continuing. Another of them is a member of the 
Bengal Medical Service and the third one is a member of the Indian 
Medical Service. 

Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give the names of these three Deputy Surgeon-jGenerals ? 

The Hon’ble Mn MOHAMMED ALI: One is Major Obrien of the 
Indian Medical Service, another is Khan Bahadur Dr. Majed of the Bengal 
Medical Service and the third is Dr. Wajih who is on contract service. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aniwert to which w^e laid on the table) 

Damodar Scheme. 

1, Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’Me 

Minister in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state — 

(1) whether it is a fact that representatives of Bengal Government 

discussed with the Labour Member of the Government of India 
the Damodar scheme in August, 1945 ; 

(2) whether any definite decision was arrived at as a result of the afore- 

said discussion ; if so, what was it ; and 

(3) whether any definite step has as yet been taken by the Bengal 

Government with a view to give effect to that scheme? If bo, 
what is the nature of the step taken and from which date it has 
been taken? 

(b) If the answer to (a)(2) be in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
^ be pleased to state how much money will have to be spent to give effect to 

the scheme and of the total amount how much the Bengal Government will 
have to pay? 

(c) If the answer to (3) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the work to give full effect to the scheme is likely 
to be finished and what are the advantages which Bengal is likely to deiivo 
from it? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): (a)(1) Yes. 

(2) Yes. It was decided that a compiehensive study of the multi- 
purpose potentialities of the scheme should be made by the Governments of 
India, Bengal and Bihar. 

(3) The charge of the scheme has been taken by the Government of India 
and steps are being taken according to the decisions in the conference. 

(b) The rough estimate of the scheme is about Rs. 55 crores. Bengal’s 
share has not been decided yet. 

(c) The execution of a big scheme like this will take about 10 years to 
complete. The benefits which Bengal is expected to receive are flood 
control, irrigation, navigation and cheap electric powen. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the policy of non-co-operation with the Central Govern- 
ment as was declared in the last session has been altered and the Bengal 
Government is going to co-operate with the Central Government in this 
Damodar project scheme? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEAs 1 am afraid the 
policy of non-co-operation does not arise. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS So far as that question is concerned, it 
does not come within the scope of this question. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many dams are going to be erected within the provmce of 
Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: All the dams will 
be in the province of Bihar. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: In view of the conference held recently, 
will the Hon’ble Minister please elucidate further his answers (6) and (c) ? 
A conference was recently held. This refers to August 1946. Is there 
any further information with regard to question (h) and (c) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Another conference 
was held on the 19th January which was attended by the Irrigation 
Minister and the Chief Minister of Bengal besides the Minister from Bihar 
and other organisations interested in the matter, and I earnestly hope that 
the matter will be finally decided at a conference which will be held on the 
15th of this month. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ:' Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the execution of such a big scheme in which Rs. 55 crores are 
involved is likely to be commenced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It will be commenced 
as soon as the scheme is finally approved, and we expect that 
at least two of the dams will be taken up this year. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With reference to answer (5), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who is the authority for deciding 
the share of Bengal in connection with this scheme ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is proposed that 
the entire scheme will be financed by loan and certain amount paid by the 
provinces and the Centre. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the proportion that Bengal is expected to finance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; As has been already 
stated, the whole scheme is divided into three parts, viz., flood control, 
irrigation and 

Mr. BIMAL CO MAR CHOSE: That is no answer to my question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I am coming to 
that. Don’t be impatient. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This question is superfluous, because you 
will find in reply (6), Bengal’s share has not yet been decided. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Subsequent to that the Hon’ble 
Minister said that it is proposed to finance by loan and the provinces were 
expected to bear a portion of the cost. Then I put my supplementary 
question as to what was the proportion which Bengal was expected to bear. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; When is it likely to be decided? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: By I5th of this 
month. 
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Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state which districts of this province will be benefited by this 
scheme P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Mostly the districts 
in West Bengal.* 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; I want to know the names 
of the districts. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Hooghly, Howrah, 
Bankura, Birbhum, Midnapore and Burdwan particularly. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Is Birbhum likely to 
be benefited in any way by this scheme ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; There is another 
scheme, viz., the More Scheme which, is under consideration. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: May we know what is the 
fate of that scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It has not yet finally 
materialised. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what will be the approximate water cess per acre, if this 
scheme is effected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The details have 
not been decided. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hnn’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if his attention has been drawn to press reports that the Bengal 
Government has fixed its share of the cost of the Damodar Canal scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I do not remember 

to have seen any such report. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you rely on press reports I am afraid 
I cannot allow the question. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA; My question does not depend on 
press reports only. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can ask whether the Hon’ble Minister 
is aware. Press reports cannot be the basis of a question. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: All right, Sir. 

Mr, DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any money out of the coffers of Bengal has been spent up till 
now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Some expense has 
been incurred for preliminary survey work and such other work. 

Mr, DEBENDRA NATH SEN: How much has been spent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; I am afraid I have 
to ask for notice. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government intend to deprive Bankura from the benefit of this 
scheme ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Certainly not. 



74 


QUESTIONS. 


[7th Feb., 


Mr. MUDA8SIR H088AIN; The Mesanjoli scheme is part and parcel 
of the More scheme. My question is what is the fate of that schemer 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: This question is irrelevant. 

Present Agricultural Income-tax Commissioner. 

2. M^. Md. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the name of the present Agricultural Income-tax Commissioner; 

(ii) whether he had any previous training or knowledge of the Depart- 

ment; and 

(in) whether he was appointed in supersession of the claim of the piesent 
Assistant Commissioner of the Agricultural Income-tax? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mohammed Ali): (i) llai Bahadur Sambhu Charan Chatterji. 

(ii) No. But he has considerable experience and knowledge of adminis- 
tration of Land Uevenue which is required for the post. 

(m) No. It was thought necessary to api)oint an officer of the rank of 
a District Officer to the post. The Assistant Commissioner is not an officer 
of that rank. 


8cheme for betterment of conditions«of service of work-sarkars. 

3. Mr, MANORANJAN DHAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Works and Buildings Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of work-sarkars attached to the Works and 

Buildings Department; and 

(ii) whether he is aware of the various grievances of the work-sarkars of 

the Works and Buildings Department regarding certain condi- 
tions of service, such as — 

(1) temporary character of the service, 

(2) absence of any fixed scale of pay, 

(3) absence of any provision for leave or holiday, and 

(4) absence of any fixed working hours? 

(b) If the answer to (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, does he propose to take to redress 
those grievances of the work-sarkars? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in course of reply to a question 
on the floor of the Bengal Legislative Council in August, 1941, the then 
Minister in charge of Communications and Works Department gave an 
assurance that a scheme had after proper investigation been drawn up for 
betterment of the conditions of service of the work-sarkars and would be 
examined for inclusion in the following year’s budget? 

(d) If so, will the Hoi^ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have 
Po far been taken to implement that scheme ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of W0RK8 and BUILD- 
ING8 (the Hon’ble Mr. Dwarakanath Barori): (a)(i) The information 
asked for is not readily available and the time and labour involved in 
collecting it will not be commensurate with the value of the result. 
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(ii) and (b) The grievances of the work-sarkars have already been 
examined. A copy of Government order No. 2759E., dated the 23rd August^ 
1946, allowing the work-sarkars certain improved conditions of service has 
been placed on the Library Table. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Vide reply to question No. (a){ii) and (b) above. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to whether these work-sarkars are now on the permanent cadre 
or temporary cadre? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED; Your voice is inaudible. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Can you hear me? My question is 
whether these work-sarkars are on the ])erinanent cadre or temporary cadre. 
Is that audible, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKA NATH BARORI: Temporary cadre. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: In view of the fact that Ihese work- 
sarkars are eligible to tlie permanent provident contributory fund, does 
that mean that they are still on the temporary cadre*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKA NATH BARORI; Temporary cadre. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: With reference to his answer (a)(i), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is meant by the “value 
of the result”? What is his assessment of the value of the result? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I disallow that question. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of order, Sir. The answer 
(fl)(f) touches our privileges. 1 would like to be enlightened by you as 
to who is to be the judge whether the time and labour involved in collect- 
ing the information will be commensurate with the results achieved. 
Who is to be the judge of that? We, on this side of the House, do believe 
that the time and labour involved would have been commensurate and 
would have been fruitfully spent. I want to know who is to be the judge 
as to whether the time and labour involved in collecting the information 
will not be commensurate with the value of the result. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the Hon’blo Minister will decide 
that. 

Mr. MANORANilAN DHAR; The point I wanted to raise is this. 1 
wanted information about the present number of work-sarkars but the 
Minister is evading the answer by telling me that the time and labour 
involved is not commensurate with the value of the result. For me it is 
essential to ascertain the number of work-sarkars in understanding the 
magnitude of the problem. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; This question was raised by Mr. Dutt- 
Mazumdar and J held that there was no jwwer for the Chair to interfere 
80 long as the Hon’ble Minister couched his answer in a way that did not 
appear to be unparliamentary. So far as the nature of the answer is 
concerned, I have no control over the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether these work-sarkars are given dearness allowance? 

ThA UAiifklA Urn nUIADAITA MATM RARnRIi 
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Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Will the Hon’bfe Minister be pleased to 
Btate, in view of the fact that for the last twenty years or so these work- 
flarkps were holding permanently* temporary posts, whether he will 
consider the question of making these posts permanent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKA NATH BARORI: I wiU consider the 
matter. 

Mr. BIMAL GOMAR CHOSE Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, if he is aware that the Government order he refers to in answer 
{%%) and (b), floes not mention any dearness allowance being paid to these 
work-sarkars ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKA NATH BARORI: Dearness allowance 
is available to all Government employees, permanent and temporary. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: What is the amount of that dearness 
allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKA NATH BARORI: It is in accordance 
with the rate prescribed by Government. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the reason why the work-sarkars have not been made permanent, though 
they are serving, some of them at least, for more than twenty years ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKA NATH BARORI: The nature of their 
work is such that they cannot be made permanent. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Will the Minister be pleased to state 

Mr. MOHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
honourable member entitled not to use the word “Hon’ble” when address- 
ing the Hon’ble Minister for putting his question? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member knows 
that only a gentleman knows how to address another gentleman. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DAS CUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the Hon’ble Minister in order when he says that a gentleman only knows 
how to address another gentleman? Does he mean to say that there are 
persons in this House who are not gentlemen? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think it is not necessary for me to give 
any ruling on this point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: May I be permitted to say that 
I made no reference to anybody when I made that remark. However, I 
am sorry if I have thereby offended anybody. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE; The honourable member 
has not used the parliamentary form of language when addressing the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already said that it is not necessary 
for me to give any ruling on a point like this. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that the work-sarkars have formed an association 
of their own and whether he is prepared to recognise that association? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARAKA NATH BARORI: I will consider that 
question. 
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4. Mr. 8. K. ACHARYYA: Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether his attention has been drawn to the press reports that the 

former Director of Public Instruction, Mr. A. K. Chanda, was 
forced to go on leave due to undue interference in his official work ; 
and 

(b) what are the academic or administrative qualifications or experience 

of the acting Director of Public Instruction? 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) I have 

seen the press reports but Mr. A. K. Chanda applied for leave as he felt 
run down and was permitted to proceed on leave. 

(b) Ehan Bahadur A. M. Md. Asad, the acting Director of Public Instruc- 
tion, is an M.A. and prior to this appointment he has been successfully 
holding the posts of Principals of Madrasah and Islamic Intermediate 
Colleges for about 20 years and have had varied experience of administrative 
work of the department. He also officiated as Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction for Muhammadan Education for some time. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA SINHAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that Mr. A. K. Chanda put in his application for leave 
on medical ground? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, in his 
application he put down that he was run down and wanted rest and so he 
wanted leave. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the leave he got was medical leave or general leave on average 
pay? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: General leave 
on average pay. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that when he was granted leave from the Education 
Department he was appointed a Special Officer in the Chief Minister’s 
Department in connection with the recovery of the looted properties? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Not imme- 
diately, but one or two months after. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA. When was this leave application 
granted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I do not 

remember the date. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what sort of run-down condition he was in during this one month? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It was not 

necessary for me to look into that. He had average pay leave due to him 
and he wanted leave on the ground of breakdown of health and we granted 
him the leave. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Director of Public Instruction on receiving 
a report from Mrs. Bakshi, Divisional Inspectress, recommended the 
transfer of the Maulvi from the Mymensingh Girls’ School on a charge of 
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moral turpitude, V but instead of accepting that reconamendation, by a 
Ministerial order, Mrs. Bakshi was made to retire as being too communal 
and the Maulvi was retained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That is a 
fact, because it was a maliciously scandalous and false report. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the leave granted to Mr. Chanda was referred to 
His Excellency and that His Excellency objected to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Reference to 
His Excellency is not necessary at all. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that all the plans of post-war development schemes 
drawn up by the Director of Public Instruction and sanctioned by the 
previous Government and sanctioned by the Government of India w^ho 
wanted to bear 50 per cent, of the expenses were not sanctioned by the 
present Hon’ble Minister and that on that ground the Government of India 
refused to pay any money? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That is not 
a fact. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain 
why Mr. Chanda did not return to the Education Department in view of 
the shortage of senior educational officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; That is not 
for me to say. He wanted to go elsewhere. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the files of the Director of Public Instruction are 
sent for by the Hon’ble Minister and orders passed directly by him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It is a very 
vague question, *‘the files of the Director of Public Instruction”. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not allow that question. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that now-a-days some officers 
prefer Civil Supplies, Development and other departments to Education 
Department ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, many 
officers of the Education Department left for Civil Supplies. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is within his knowledge whether Mr. Chanda showed any such 
preference ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, I cannot 
say. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that Khan Bahadur Md. Asad, who was made the 
Director of Public Instruction, subsequently, was a comparatively junior 
officer and officers senior to Inm were not given the post? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: There was 
only one officer senior to him, but he was employed elsewhere and for a 
short vacancy it was not considered proper to disturb him. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the name of that officer? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Dr. Snehamoy 
Dutt. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that other senior officers were found wanting in the 
department as a result of the Ministerial interference as in the case of Mr. 
Zakaria and Mr. BlackdenP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, it h 

not a fact. Mr. Zakaria was a retired officer and after the period of his 
temporary appointment he had gone away. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE S Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to where Dr. Snehamoy Dutt was engaged ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; In the 

Methods Department, he was Deputy Secretary, and I may tell the House 
that he has since been made the Director of Public Instruction. 


Refund of collective fines. 

5. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware of refunds of collective fines imposed during 
1942 movement by sister I’rovinces in India; 

whether he thinks it desirable to order for refund of collective 
fines, 

(ii) if so, when, and 
(in) if not, why; and 

(c) is it a fact that a civil suit has been instituted by a person in 
Dinajpur challenging the legality of imposing collective fine on 
him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) I have seen reports to 
this effect. 

(h) The honorable member is referred to the answer given to items (c) 
and (d) of starred question No. 9 by Mr. Biraal Chandra Sinha on the 3rd 
August, 1946. 

(c) Yes. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if the iGovernment is contesting the suit, in reference to 
answer (c) ? 

Mr, ABDUL KARIM: I have no infonnation. I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state when the suit was instituted? 

Mr, ABDUL KARIM: For that also I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to give reasons why they are not following the other Governments 

in regard to refund of the collective fines ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: This Government is not bound to follow any 
other Government. 

Mr, NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think 
it desirable to enquire as to whether the Government are contesting the 
suit and what is the defence for contesting the suit? 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM. I think that question does not arise at all. 
He has only asked in the question whether it is a fact that a civil suit has 
been instituted and I have answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The Minister says that he is not 
expected to reply to any additional or supplementary question relating to 
the institution of the suit. Sir, I have only asked whether the Govern- 
ment are contesting the suit, and, if so, what are the grounds for contest- 
ing the suit? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have already replied that I want notice to 
state whether Government are contesting or not. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Maintaining of stud bulls and grant of free pasturage in Chittagong. 

M6. Mr. AHMED KABIR CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what steps are being taken in the district of Chittagong for Govern- 

ment maintainins>: of stud bulls and grant of free pasturage 
at least in the hilly areas of the district of Chittagong for improve- 
ment of cattle and agriculture ; and 

(b) what practical schemes have been undertaken by the Government 

to increase food products on scientific basis in the district of 
Chittagong ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): 

(a)^ It is proposed to establish a 2,000 acres Livestock Breeding Farm in 
Chittagong. This farm will mainly concern itself with the selective 
breeding of the red Chittagong type of cattle. It will also maintain flocks 
of improved poultry and carry out selective breeding of local goats. 
There are no Government stud bulls at present in the Chittagong district 
but it has been decided to put 50 bulls during the current year, 50 bulls 
during the next year and 30 bulls during the year after. Caretakers of 
the bulls will be given Its. 15 per month each as maintenance allowance. 
Fodder seeds are being distributed at half prices to encourage the cultiva- 
tion of fodder crops. Large quantities of mustard cake have been made 
available in the departmental seed stores for supply to cattle owners at 
very low prices. It is not the policy of Government to allow free grazing 
in their forests, but the charges which are levied for grazing or cutting of 
fodder in Chittagong area are only nominal. 

(6) There are several schemes which have been worked in Chittagong 
with a view to increasing food production. Some of them are listed 
below : — 

(i) Distribution of bonemeal which is a good manure at half its cost. 

(it) Distribution of ammonium sulphate which is a quick acting manure 
at half its cost. 

(tii) Distribution of oilcakes at Us. 6 per ,maund ex-departmental seed 
stores. « 

(iv) Distribution of Persian wheels at half its actual cost. 

(v) Distribution of vegetable seedlings at nominal prices. 

(vt) Distribution of banana suckers and pineapple suckers at conces- 
sional rates. 

(vti) Distribution of improved seeds of paddy and other crops at pr^ 
vailing market rates. 



In order to bring the Directorate of Agriculture in closer touch with the 
problems of the district, a new circle has been established with headquarters 
at Chittagong. A farm of 200 acres where improved types of paddy seeds will 
be raised is being established right now in the district. 

Mfi FAZLUL QADIR: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what action Government is contemplating to take to increase the produc- 
tion of mustard seeds? 

Mri ABDUL KARIM: Government has a scheme at present. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the scheme in detail so that we may know when we can get mustard oil? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am sorry, in a supplementary question, I 
cannot enunciate the details of the scheme. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Whether Government is contemplating to 
supply mustard seeds for further cultivation at concessional rate for 
increased production of mustard oil. Whether there is any scheme or not? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Ido not think that arises at present out of this 
question. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Whether Government is making any propa- 
ganda to increase the production of mustard oil? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Government will consider this. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Government propose to establish 2,000 acres 
farm in Chittagong for cattle breeding. Where is that land, and whether 
that has been acquired or under contemplation to acquire? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: So far as my information goes, land acquisition 
proceedings are in progress. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Whether it has been notified in the Calcutta 
Gazette or not? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Here the Hon’ble Minister has stated that 
grazing on Government land is permissible in the reserve forests. Whether 
buffaloes are allowed to graze in the reserve forests on payment of tax? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I do not think so. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: It is stated here — . It is not the policy of 
Government to allow free grazing in their forests, but the charges which 
are levied for grazing are only nominal. Are buffaloes allowed to graze 
or not? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Grazing is not allowed generally, but people 
are sometimes allowed to cut grass for the buffaloes on payment of fees. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Government does not consider the desirability 
of protecting the buffaloes for cultivation purposes? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Government will consider the matter. 

Buffering of peoplo due to want of metalled road and a bridge in MunshiganJ. 

M7. Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARtlEE: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether the Government are aware that— 
(t) the people suffer a great deal for want of a good metalled road from 
the Munshiganjghat station to the Munshiganj town; and 



(n) for want of a bridge over the khal crossing the road from Uunshi- 
ganjghat station to Munshiganj town P 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, do the Govern- 
ment consider the desirability of asking the District Board of Dacca to move 
in the matter and of helping the Board with money for removing the griev- 
ances abovementioned P 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali):. 

(a) Yes. 

(h) Government have requested the Dacca District Board to assist the 
Munshiganj Union Board. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE : 

District Boarder ? 

Mr^ 8i A. SALIM : About three months back. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government is making any financial assistance — subvention — 
for this purpose ? 

Mr. Sa A. SALIM: No reply has yet been received from the district 
board. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I gave notice of an 
adjournment motion on the indiscriminate firing on the Hajang men, 
women and children in Mymensingh, specially in the Susang area. Consent 
has been refused to it. I should like to know under what provision cf 
the law consent has been refused on such an important matter where 23 
people are reported to have been shot dead by the military and the police 
in Mymensingh in the Susang area. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon’ble Speaker has refused consent. 1 
am not in a position to assign any reason as to why he has refused consent. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: But Mr. Deputy Speaker, this fact is not under- 
standable to me at all. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, if you like you can see the 
Hon’ble Speaker and discuss this matter with him. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: 1 should like to raise one point, because I feel 
that it is a very important matter and I should have got consent. As jou 
are presiding, you are the Speaker today. 1 gave notice of this adjourn- 
ment motion according to the rules before 12 o’clock and I do not know 
why you were not asked either to refuse or to give consent. Mr. Speaker 
is not here. I do not know where to find him — in Mymensingh or which 

? art of India. It is not possible for me to go and find out the Speaker. 

gave notice here in the office according to rules, and now I am told I 
have to go and find out the Speaker and ask him why consent has not 
been given. If this sort of practice goes on, I do not know what point 
there is in our coming here and waste the time in- the Assembly. On the 
question of privilege, I should think you may give your ruling and tell 
me at least what privileges we have, so that we may not sit here like 
dummies if occasion arises. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not a question of wasting time in the 
Assembly. It is a question of following the rules. Under the rules the 
Speaker does not cease to function only because he is absent from the 
Assembly. So this matter may be pldoed before the Hon’ble Speaker. 
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He lias refused consent. I am not in a position to tell you the reason. 
I am, however, prepared to discuss this matter with you in my Chamber, if 
you want to do that. I will be able to throw some light, I think, on this 
subject, but I would like to do that in my Chamber. , , 

Mr> JYOTI BASUs Sir, I feel like using very strong language with 
regard to this matter. Is it a sort of trick by the office, so that I cannot 
move in this matter, I cannot discuss this matter with the present Speaker 
who is sitting on the Chair? I would like to know that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS What do you mean by trick? That is not 

an expression which should have been used. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Sir, I feel that my privilege is being taken away. 
Whatever little privilege I had under the constitution is being taken 
away. According to rule, I handed over a notice. Nowhere in the rules 
it is stated that I have to go and search for the Speaker 

throughout Calcutta, that it should be left to me as a member of the 

House to go and search for the Speaker and get his permission. Now 
you are telling me on the floor of the House that because the Speaker is 
not here, I>eputy Speaker cannot give me permission. If you say so, 
how can I proceed in this matter? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you are not satisfied with the existing 
rules, I would rather request you to move for the revision of the rules. 
Then, of course, I will be able to satisfy you. But as long as the rules 
stand, I cannot interfere with the powers and privileges of the Hon’ble 
Speaker. So I am helpless in the matter. It is not a question of wasting 
the time. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: On a point of order, Sir. Rules 96-101 
of the Assembly Procedure Rules do not contemplate that Speaker will 
have to give his reasons for rejecting any adjournment motion whatsoever. 
If he rules it out, he can do that without assigning any reason whatsoever. 
My honourable friend on that side has no right to insist on an explanation 
from the Speaker. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: May I make one submission, Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
I think common sense tells us that you are on the Chair. You are acting 
as Speaker here, and why should I not get a reply from you. That is w'hat 
I would like to know. In the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker 
takes his place with all his powers. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will refer you to rule 17 of the Assembly 
Procedure Rules. You will find that the powers of the Deputy Speaker 
have been defined there.. And under the rules that prevail now the Deputy 
Speaker can exercise the powers of the Speaker inside the Assembly 
Chamber only. If I were to exercise the powers of dealing with files, then 
the files would have been placed before me. But the files were not placed 
before me; they were placed before the Hon’ble Speaker. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: I would like to have a ruling from you on this 
point that it has been very improper on the part of the office to get 
permission of the Speaker when the office probably knew that the Speaker 
would not sit here today. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will refer you to rule 17 of the Assembly 
Procedure Rules. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: I have heard that, but ihe point is that you are 
acting as Speaker and the files should have been placed before you. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is no use continuing discussions on this 
point. It may be that you do not like such things to continue, it may be 
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that I do not like such things to continue, but so long as the rules continue, 
you have got to abide bjr the rules. If you do not like the rules, you are 
free to move for the revision of the rules. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: So according to you this has been the proper 
procedure on the part of the office? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not like to give any opinion. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U. I have another question to ask on a point of 
information. Sir, and that is whether I can again bring up this motion 
tomorrow or any other day or whether I would be told then that once you 
had brought it and it was discussed, it cannot be brought up again. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot tell you now what I will do, if 
you give notice of another adjournment motion. You may give that 
notice and the matter will be considered then. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: On a point of order, Sir. This 
discussion which is going on is perfectly irrelevant so far as the rules are 
concerned. 


Demonstration in the Assembly House Compound. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Sir, I saw on the papers that some boys, some 
school boys, were arrested in the Assembly. I should like to know whether 
it was on the orders of the Deputy Speaker, who was on the Chair 
yesterday that permission was given to the Police to arrest those boys 
inside the Assembly? 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: You are not much concerned with it. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: £ think it is not necessary for me to repeat 
what I said yesterday. All the honourable members are aware that when 
the first batch of demonstrators entered the precincts of the Assembly 
House, the Council was in session. When the Deputy Commissioner of 
Police concerned and the Commissioner of Police approached me, I 
advised them to take orders from the Hon^ble President of the Council. 
The Hon’ble President ordered that further demonstrators should not he 
allowed inside the Assembly House compound. After the Council sitting 
was over I followed the decision taken by the Hon’ble President, because 
I found it to be reasonable. As regards the arrests, the honourable 
members know that the Deputy Commissioner of Police sent a note that 
the demonstrators were attacking the Police, and it was necessary to 
arrest them. I placed this matter before the honourable members of this 
House for eliciting opinion from the leaders of the different parties, and 
my honourable friend knows what happened yesterday. 1 could not 
reply to the note of the Deputy Commissioner of Police and after the 
Assembly meeting was over I went to my Chamber and it was brought to 
my notice that some students or some demonstrators — I do not know 
whether they were students — ^were arrested, because they actually 
assaulted some police officers. One of the Sergeants showed me an injury 
and another Inspector of Police had to be sent to hospital for medical aid, 
and the demonstrators were arrested on that account. So far as I am 
concerned, I wrote a letter to the Hon^ble the Chief Minister to deal with 
the demonstrators leniently. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, may I be permitted to 
refresh your memory further. I was present in your room when the 
Deputy Commissioner of Police approached you with regard to the 
instructions you gave for prevention of the demonstrators from further 
entering into the compound and he asked for your instructions as to what 
he would do, if the demonstrators became violent and if they wanted to 
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break the cordon and attack the police. Your definite instructions x^'re 
that all consequential steps should be taken and the instructions given 
were carried out by the police. The police were instructed to take aH 
necessary steps so that no more demonstrators could come in. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. It was not necessary for the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister to make this statement, because the question raised by 
Mr. Basu related to particular incidents. He wanted to know whether 
arrests were made under my definite instructions and I have replied to 
that. So far as the statement of the Hon’ble Finance Minister is 
concerned, it was not necessary at all, and I can assure tlie Hon’ble 
Finance Minister that, he need not be apprehensive about my stand. I am 
fully conscious of the responsibility of the office I hold and gave my 
orders to the Deputy Commissioner off Police according to my conscience 
and sense of responsibility. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALi: Sir, I wanted to make it clear 
that you took the right step and we agreed that the best possible instruc- 
tions were given. Wh^t I wanted to make clear was that you gave instruc- 
tions that all consequential steps should be taken by the police. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It was not necessary. If the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police thought that it was not necessary for him to arrest, 
he might not have arrested them; he might have given only a warning 
to the demonstrators. Specific action was not taken under specific 
instructions from me. I only passed general order. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I rise on a point of privilege, Sir, 
Two, important Bills are laid on the table and we are called upon to give 
notices of amendments in the course of a day or two. Yesterday the 
Criminal Law' (Amendment) Bill was laid on the table and we have been 
asked to send our amendments by 3 p.m. tomorrow. I think it encroaches 
on the privileges of the members of this House. Such Bills 
should have taken 15 days’ time to give notices of amendments. Of 
course, the power was vested in the Speaker under rule 51 to allow motions 
at shorter notice, but there are so many Bills afiecting the economic 
interest of a vast number of people. The Bargadars Bill was laid on the 
table and amendments were invited w'ithin a day or two. Then comes the 
Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill. It was laid on the table only yesterday 
and w'e are called upon to give notices of amendments by 3 p.m. tomorrow. 
I think that is really infringing the rights and privileges of the members 
of the House. Such Bills are of far-reaching importance and require 
careful investigation. So, Sir, I rise on a point of privilege and want your 
decision on the point. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, in support of the submission 
made by my Deputy Leader, I may say that the rules require three stages of 
notices. First, there should be 15 days’ notice for the motion for introduc- 
tion; next, there must be a definite motion after introduction which 
;annot be taken up unless copies are made available to the members for 
jome specified period — that period is in some cases 7 days and in some 
jases 15 days — and the motion for consideration can only be taken up 
ifter the requisite period has been given to the members. In this case 
the House opened only on the 3rd and now amendments are to be given 
3y the 10th. This, I submit, is in absolute disregard of the constitutional 
Procedure, and you, Sir, as the guardian of the rights and privileges of 
the Opposition as also of the other members of the House should see that 
fio such things are done and that time is extended to study the Bill and 
to put in amendments and then the time is fixed for consideration* and the 
passing of the Bill. 

7 
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Mft DEPUTY SPEAKERS With regard to the point raised by my 
honourable friend, I find that the Speaker did suspend the rule on this 
occasion. For the present, I do not see any reason to revoke the decision 
of the Hon’ble Speaker. As for the future, I will see that the Biljs are 
taken up in accordance with this rule. 

Mfi BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: On a point of order, Sir. My 
submission is that so far as these rules are concerned, the Speaker is 
entitled to suspend the rules for the requisite period for giving notices. 
But I submit. Sir, in all these cases the Speaker must interpret the 
intention of these provisions in accordance with the general frame-work 
of rules, and if he exercises his power, he must exercise it in the spirit 
in which these rules have been framed. It may be that on special 
occasions the Speaker may be called upon to exercise his special powers 
but if this becomes the hormal procedure and if the Bengal Criminal 
Law (Amendment) Bill and the Bargadars Bill are introduced under this 
cover, I submit with all the emphasis I can command, that the rights and 
privileges of the Opposition would be trampled upon through this backdoor 
method by the Government. 

Mr. A, F. STARK: May I make one submission, Sir, that honourable 
members should be allowed to take short-notice amendments in view of the 
short time allowed for tabling the amendments? If we could know that 
you would give your (consent to tabling of short-notice amendments in 
view of the fact that there has not been proper time for giving notices of 
amendments, we have no objection. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not possible for me to tell you now 
what attitude I will take up on the amendments at short notice. That will 
be decided when the notices will be given. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I know that the Speaker has got 
the power to suspend this sub-rule, but I want to know the position. It 
seems to me that on the 3rd February, there were a good number of Bills 
that were sought to be introduced, considered and passed. It seems in 
this session Government want to rush through a large number of legisla- 
tion. They cannot be called legislation, but really ordinances. Really 
members will not be given opportunity to consider those Bills and table 
amendments. Sir, in future you will please see that this rule is not 
suspended. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I did not say that. I have not suspended. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: You say that you want to extend 
some justice to us, but I -want to know the Government position. If the 
Government is really determined to rush through these pieces of legisla- 
tion without any opportunity to the Opposition to place amendments and 
without having any discussion here on such all-embracing legislation 
affecting the interests of a large number of people, I shall consider them 
as ordinances and not legislation. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, a submission was made by Mr. 
Sinha on which we would ‘like to have your opinion as to whether this is 
going to be a regular procedure to suspend rules or it will be only used 
on exceptional occasions and whether you would consider that this was an 
exceptional occasion, although you can say that you are not concerned 
with this. There waff a second submission in regard to amendments 
jwhich we were asked to submit by tomorrow. We wanted a further 
cQctension, because the time given was really very short. You may take 
the sense of the House and if you think it proper, will you kindly extend 
jthe time till Tuesday next, because we are not sitting on Monday? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as the first question is concerned, 

I am not in a position to say what will be done in future. If you will 
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kindly go through the rules^ once again, you will find that this power to 
suspend rules in most cases has been given to the Speaker to meet 
contingencies. The Hon’ble Speaker probably thought that occasion fit 
for suspending the rule. That is why he suspended the rule. So, I cannot 
say what will happen in future. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GHO»: I was not speaking of the future. 1 
was just bringing to your notice what has been done, whether this was 
considered a normal or exceptional circumstance for permitting such kind 
of suspension. I did not project myself to the future at all. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. We really regret that Bills 
have to be introduced at short notice and very little time is given to the 
Opposition to consider them, but I hope the members will realise that 
we have so much work to do and so little time to do them in that we must 
cut short the period of waiting. Bengal has been waiting for a very 
long time for all kinds of ameliorative measures and the people of Bengal 
cannot brook any further delay. It is very necessary that we must speed 
up our work and I hope the members of the Opposition will give us 
this privilege of trying to do good work for the people of Bengal in as 
short a time as possible. Sir, we have gone through a lot of trouble 
during the last few months and everything was probably thrown out of 
gear. The Legislative Department is working at high pressure and 
working overtime to cope with the demand of various Government Depart- 
ments to draft legislative measures. Therefore, the Bills, the principles 
of which were accepted by Government, have not been possible to be 
translated into legislative draft by that department and that is the reason 
for the delay. I liope the members will permit this notice to be given 
at short notice and as the honourable member of the European Group has 
said, I would also support his demand to the Speaker to permit short-notice 
amendments and Government on their side will have no objection 
if short-notice amendments are accepted by the Hon’ble Speaker. I hope 
members will give this matter their serious consideration and allow these 
draft measures to go tlirough as expeditiously as possible and in as sliort 
a time as possible for the good of the people of this province. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if that he 
the position taken up by Government, while thanking them for allowing 
us to move short-notice amendments, I submit that even if the rules 
allow the Speaker, the power to suspend this notice, 1 think, Sir, the way 
in which that rule has been used is unconstitutional and ultra vires. 
My submission is this. Even if the Speaker has to suspend this sub- 
rule, 1 feel that it should have been mentioned specifically in the notices 
that have been sent to us and we ought to have been informed beforehand 
that the Speaker has suspended this sub-rule and the Bills would be taken 
up in such a hasty manner. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would request you to consider whether 
it would be proper to discuss the decision of the Speaker. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: It is not my intention to discuss 
the decision of the Speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: If you think that the Hon’ble Speaker has 
adopted a procedure of that kind, you may draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Speaker. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: It is not a question of drawing the 
Hon’ble Speaker’s attention. It is a question of interpretation of the 
rules. It is not a question of personal decision. It is a question of 
precedent which I want to establish in this House. 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: From that point of view, if the Speaker 
thinks that it is necessary to suspend the rules\ he can suspend the rules. 
On this occasion, he thought it necessary to suspend the rules and he has 
suspended them. ^ 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: My point is this. Are we to come 
here and then be informed that the Speaker has suspended the rules or 
are we to be informed beforehand that the Speaker has suspended the 
rules and the Bill will be taken up at such a short-notice. If that he the 
procedure, then every day we will be coming here and raising our objec- 
tion only to be told that the Speaker has exercised his discretion and 
Bills will be rushed through the Legislature. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the Secretary to note your 
objection whether it has to be mentioned in the circular that the Speaker 
has suspended the rules. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: It is not for the Secretary to note 
down, but for you to direct whether such procedure is to be followed or 
is not to be followed. The method is unconstitutional and the spirit of 
the rule has not been adhered to and the notice that has been given in the 
present instance is quite unconstitutional. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not agree with you. After all, it is 
not a matter for discussion. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, I did not have your reply to my 
second submission as to whether you would extend the date or not, about 
this particular bill — the Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill — on 
which we have to submit our amendments by tomorrow. But tomorrow 
is Saturday and the Assembly is not sitting. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, I have decided to accept amendments 
up to 3 p.m. on Monday next. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: On Monday we are not sitting. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The office will maintain a skeleton staff 
on Monday. You may send your amendments by post. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: As you know, Sir, postal service is 
undependable. That really amounts to not giving us extension. If you 
really want to assist us, please extend the time till Tuesday, because one 
cannot possibly come on Monday. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Unfortunately Mr. Ghose, I am told by 
the Government that the Bill will be introduced on the 13th. Unless the 
office gets one day’s time, it will be difficult to manage. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Tuesday is 11th, Sir. If the office 
wants one day’s time, 11th will be all right. If you like you can extend the 
time till 12 or 1 o’clock. Still give us some time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We can now proceed with the business of 
the House. I shall discuss the matter with the Secretary and let you know 
later. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: I hope Sir, that you will consider 
also our difficulty and not merely the difficulty of the office. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 
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The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce 
,the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

(Secretary then read tbe short- title of the Bill.) 

(When Mr. Deputy Speaker was going to put the motion for leave to 
vote.) 

Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMAD: That is not necessary, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Where a member of the Treasury Benches 
moves for leave, it need not be put to vote, but when a private member 
moves, the motion has got to be put to the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: If the Bill is published in the 
Calcutta Gazette, then no motion for leave is necessary. It is simply 
introduced. But when a Bill is not published in the Gazette, then the 
leave of the House should be obtained first before ihe Bill is introduced. 
Then the Speaker says that the member has got the leave of the House. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1946, was then 
by leave of the House introduced. 


Then Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1946. 

Mr. MARAN CHANDRA BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce tlie Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1946. 

(Secretary then read the short-title of the Bill.) 

The Bill was then by leave of the House introduced. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Enfranchisement of Women) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Village Self-Government (Enfranchisement of Women) 
.^endment Bill, 1947. 

(Secretary then read the short-tille of the Bill.) 

The Bill was then by leave of the House introduced. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Village Self-Government (Enfranchisement of Women) Amendment Bill, 
1947, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITY : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

d tlTVC"! Village Self-Government Act ’WV 

tfCW i Bombay Village Panchyet Act, 1930 (section 7)«il 

Adult Franchise C3t^tf<r^ i ^ 

Madrasij ^ 

5c^l Madras Village Panchayet Act^iiv 10 (2) 

I ^ ^ Bombay 

'8 Madras^?^ TO hi hih ^ 
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isi^i ^ 58 m moi 5:>oo i 55i^ft 

CT®fr 5?r ^fU5 Cot^tfifTO ftTO TO C5T\Q;n JTCTO I 

58 TO ^iiWT Non-oflScialcf TOTO 5?r, tot froi 

TO TO] % I <u^ ^ c^ ?fm totto^ 

1^ ^ ^ ^f?TO1 ta Deputation ^rfl c ff flCT 

session^ij^ TOf? session 4 ^TOl c«fi>fATO TO CTOT TO]R TOt^ 

^sn TO%l t^TO iflTO every adult male person; male 

fror^ 031 5rT TO i toct tTO ?5rf| ’8r^c^t<f 

TOf^ CV 3lf^ 3n?f3rf^ ^ 1^5], male TOt TO to TO^R ^1 ??l ^stTOf ST’V 

srv ^f?5n CoI^rfVTO CTO ^IR i Adult Person 'JftTO spp ^ C3f^RTO cTO 
TO^ Village Self-Governmentij? member vc^ TOOT I '®rrfT ^ ^TOl 
CT, derogatory ^i TOT ?[V't TOT 3tTO TO OT^ 

Bombay Acti] “All adult persons who are eligible under the Bombay 

Local Self-Government Act, shall be entitled to vote for the elections”. TO <ilT^i 
T<n Ttf^ ^TOi R ^f^fOT ^rr TO3 3r< ^ C5^i t^^ to i liiTij] 

TOl ^©tiT ’Ttto, OT, TO1 union rent ot, ^ GsMirTO Rt^r T«fi 

VC5^, ^fvTO«iR TO3T TOT T? 3tIR? TOT CT ’iTOTl ^15“ 3R] ’TtfifT 

union rent R'gTO ^ I (fit T"4i ^ vc^ ^’fc'R Ttft tol 

toi c^^rfVTRtn^ 3n:*R ^ ?i ttoi c^fwR to •fi^* tftTOr? 5 it]:5r c^ttiRrN 

TOTO TTf^ OTRt<f T^fl I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hus Mr. Gupta received a copy of the Bill? 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: No. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Is there any objection then to the 
consideration motion being taken up? 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA; The procedure generally is to move introduction 
and the general practice is that after introduction, if a copy of the Bill 
has not been circulated the business can be finished in ten minutes, by 
taking up introduction motion only. The consideration can be taken 
up after copies of the Bill have been circulated. I do not know whether 
Nikunja Babu has done it. With regard to my Bill, I have not done it, 
and I will only move introduction. 

Mr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: So far as Nikunja Balm’s Bill is 
concerned many of the members told me that they had not received 
copies of his Bill. Under rule 51 proviso it is laid dowm that ^‘Provided 
that lio such motion shall be made until after copies of the Bill have been 
made available for the use of members and that any member may object 
to any such motion being made, unless copies of the Bill have been so 
available for fifteen days before a motion under clause (a) or for seven 
days before a motion under clause (h) or clause (c) is made, and such 
objection shall prevail, unless the Speaker in exercise of his power to 
suspend this sub-rule allows the motion to be made.” 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: I have said that copies of my Bill 
have been sent to all the^inembers and here are several copies with me. 
I submit that some members have got the Bills and others have not. That 
means that they may have forgotten to bring their copies. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. If any honourable member 
makes a statement that he has not received a copy of the Bill, I will accept 
the statement to be correct. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, when the motion for considera- 
tion was moved, there was no objection, and Government has raised this 
question at this late stage. Further the honourable mover has said that 
he is prepared to circulate fresh copies. (Voices from Government 
BENCHES : It is prayer time now, Sir.) , 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is prayer time now and I will decide the 
question after prayer. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

{After adjournment,) 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I think, Sir, after iny statement 
the position will be clarified and the motion not jn’essed. Government 
is considering a comprehensive amendment of the Tjocal Self-Government 
Act, and 1 have received representations from ladies regarding enfranchise- 
ment of women so far as the district boards are concerned. We have 
decided that we should extend this franchise to women. Hiis matter 
was also discussed in a conference of Chairmen of District Boards, and 
that conference was unanimously of opinion that the franchise should be 
extended to women and therefore this will be included in our compre- 
hensive Bill. So far as the question of giving francliise to women in 
Union Boards is concerned, that is a matter on which we have not yet 
taken any decision, because th(*re are a lot of complications and 
difficulties. Honourable members know that franchise has been extended 
to women so far as the Legislative Assembly and Council and the’ 
Municipalities are concerned. But the response has not been as great as 
we had expected. Therefore it is not yet ripe to give franchise to wometi 
in union boards. But even then this matter is being considered by 
Government and we have not yet decided either for extending the 
franchise or for not extending the franchise, that is, we have still kept 
an open mind and we will consider the matter as sympathetically an 
possible, but so far as giving franchise to women in district board i| 
concerned, we have decided to extend the franchise and we shall include 
the provision in the comprehensive Bill which we propose to bring before 
the next session of the Legislature. 

In this view of the matter, I hope the honourable member will not press 
for his own Bill either for consideration or for introduction and if he will 
withdraw the Bill on the basis of this assurance, I am sure it will meel 
his purpose. 

Mr. «la C. GUPTA: It has been introduced, only consideration may be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. NIKUNtIA BEHARI MAITI: So far the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Amendment Bill is concerned, that has already been intro- 
duced, but in view of the statement that the Hon’ble Minister has just 
now made, I do not press for the consideration. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: What I wanted to say is this. 
He has moved for consideration. Now he is willing to withdraw^ tlie 
motion. He must take the leave of the House to withdraw the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Mr. Maiti now wants to withdraw the 
motion for consideration of the Bill. Has he got the leave of the House 
to withdraw? 

(There was no objection.) 

The motion of Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti that the Bengal Village Self- 
Government (Enfranchisement of Women) Amendment Bill, 1947, be taken 
into consideration, was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 
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The Bengal Commercial Firms Bill, 1947, 

Mr. J. C. CUPTA: Sir, I beg leave to introduce the Bengal Commercial 
Firms Bill — ^last year I gave notice, so it is 1946; with your permission let 
it be 1947. 

(Secretary then read the Short Title of the Bill.) 

The Bill was then by leave of the House introduced. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Enfranohisement of Women) Amend- 
ment Billi 1947. 

Mr. HIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Sir, I beg leave to introduce the 
Bengal Local Self-Government (Enfranchisement of Women) Amendment 
Bill, 1947. 

(Secretary then read the Short Title of the Bill.) 

The Bill was then by leave of the House introduced. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: In view of the statement made by 
the Hon’ble Minister, I do not press for its consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER I have decided to extend the time for 
receiving amendments to the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill up 
to 12 noon on Tuesday. It has been brought to my notice that forms are 
not available in office. There is no harm if honourable members give 
notice of amendments in plain paper. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-55 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
11th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 

S 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
nth February, 1947, at 4-30 p.m. 

Presents 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Ali) in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 215 Members. 


Oath of allegiance. 

Mr. H. A. Luke, elected by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce Consti- 
tuency, took his oath of allegiance. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Compensation and rehabilitation of evacuees of Feni subdivision. 

M8. Mr. MD. HABIBULLAH BAHAR CHOUDHURY; (a) Will the 
Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Land and Land Itevenue Department be 
pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(i) that thousands of people of Feni subdivision were evacuated under 
Defence of India Rules for war emergency in 1942 and subsequent 
years and thousands of homesteads were requisitioned; 

(u) that the evacuees did not get legitimate compensation ; 

(m) that when houses were measured and counted many huts were 
omitted and in many cases proper and correct measurement could 
not be taken because everything was done in a hurry; 

(iv) that in case of thatched and corrugated tin huts only the plinths 

were measured and not the projections and as a result the evacuees 
did not get legitimate compensation; 

(v) that compensation for land, trees and loss of profession has not been 

regularly paid in many cases ; and 

(vi) that even after the war in many cases homesteads are not being 
promptly derequisitioned and as a result evacuees are being 
stranded in these days of flood and famine ? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he is considering the desirability of appointing a committee 
to enquire into the evacuee problem of Feni and elsewhere and 
redress the grievances of the people; and 

(m) what steps Government are going to take for the rehabilitation of 
the evacuees? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman): (a) (i) Yes. 

(w) No, it is not a fact. Adequate compensation was paid to the, 
evacuees. 

(m) There was hardly any case of omission at the time of recording 
the huts. 

Inflated measurements rather than short ones were recorded in some 
cases, which were detected later on. 
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(ii;) Yes, in assessing replacement cost, the measurement of the plinth 
was taken into account and not that of the eaves as that is the no^w' 
procedure. The evacuees have not been in any way deprived of their legi- 
timate dues. 

(v) It is not a fact. In some cases, there has been unavoidable delay 
in making payment but such cases are very few. 

(m) Derequisitioning is effected immediately on r^eipt of militap" 
sanction. There has been no undue delay in derequisitioning the homesteads. 

(b) (i) This is not considered necessary but a Special Officer of great 
ability and experience has been deputed to enquire into grievances. 

(ii) Re-entry costs are being paid to the evacuees to facilitate their 
rehabilitation on their old homesteads. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what principles were followed by Government 
to recover the compensation that has already been paid to the evacuees r 
Is he aware that compensation that had been paid has been recovered? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. There was some excess payment 
for which Government had no other alternative but to recover the excess. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how the excess payment was made? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Thpi ‘e was some overlapping. As a 
matter of fact some payments were made in duplicate. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the items — how they were duplicated? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 

Minister aware that in some cases compensations were paid for fruit-bearing 
trees and for land and now the compensations paid for fruit-bearing trees 
are being recovered though they were the main income from the lands? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: All the matters have been thoroughly 
enquired into by the Special Officer deputed for that purpose who has 
submitted a report which, I think, is very favourable to evacuees and i^ 
under the consideration of Government. After it has been taken into 
consideration by Government, I think some relief will be given to the 
evacuees. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Sir, this is not 
a reply to my question. He says everything is in the report. I wanted to 
know whether he is aware that payments were made for a piece of land in 
two ways (7) for fruit-bearing trees and (^) compensation for land itself. 
The charge for the fruit-bearing trees was much higher and now that higher 
amount is being recovered and the paltry amount that was paid for the land 
is being realised. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I am not aware whether there are any 
such troubles, but there were some troubles. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD Rl^KNUDDIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared 
to furnish the members of this House with copies of that report which has 
been submitted by the Special Officer? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It is not yet meant for publication. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please^ 
to state the name of that Special Officer? 
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Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Rai Bahadur S. Gupta. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the basis of compensation? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Trees, houses, and tanks and other 
things were taken into consideration in making assessments. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if sanction for derequisition is obtained at the initiation 
of the Government or the military do it of their own accord ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: No. Government takes such initiative. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many cases are pending against the 
evacuees P 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I think it is irrelevant. No such 
question arises, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Will you repeat the question? 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; How many cases 
are pending in courts of Feni against evacuees for entry into their home- 
steads ? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: This supplementary question does not come 
within the scope of tlie main question. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether Cjovernment is contemplating to pay 
for the damages made to the lands and homesteads and so on and so forth? 

Mr, HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government has already made pay- 
ments, but whenever any complaint will be received, it will be enciuired into. 
Some complaints liave been enquired into and the reports have been re(*eived 
by Government which are under their consideration. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: That is not the 

reply to my question. I wanted to know whether Government is going !to 
give any compensation tor disfiguring the lands? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Every case will be considered on its 
own merit. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Whether Govern- 
ment is going to give any compensation for changing the character of those 
lands, for digging holes and for, what is called reshaping the lands for 
military purposes? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: In making assessments everything is 
being taken into consideration. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps Government is contemplating to take 
to remedy the 83 grievances of the people recorded by the gentleman who 
was sent for enquiry? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I have already said that the Special 
Officp deputed for the purpose has submitted a thorough report ; that report 
is still under the consideration of the Government. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government paid any compensation 
whatsoever for fishes and for poultry? 
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Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes, so far as I know, Qoyemment lias 
made some provision for compensation for the damages done to the fisheries 
and the poultry. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the rate of compensation paid to the people of Singarbil is quite 
inadequate? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: On a point of 
order, Sir. The honourable member put the question regarding Singarbil, 
but my question relates to Feni only. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already disallowed that question. 

Mr. SYED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the necessity for deputing a Special Officer of ability and 
experience ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; On the complaints of the evacuees 
Government thought it necessary to depute a Special Officer. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Npakhaii): Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the people of Begumganj and of the adjoining thana were evacuated 
and their homesteads and orchards were destroyed? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: On a point of 
order, Sir. The other day, in reply to a question of Mr. Haran Chandra 
Ghosh Chowdhury the Hon’ble Minister said that the rate of compensation 
for the remaining thirteen maujas will be given shortly, but now he says 
that adequate compensation was paid to the evacuees. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the complaints that were made to the Special Officer and 
what action did the Special Officer take on those complaints? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Generally the complaint was with 
regard to the assessment made for the payment of compensation. And as 
there were some definite cases of complaints, the Special Officer went to the 
locality, made an enquiry and submitted a report to the Government. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how could he reconcile between the two replies 
— one given to the question of Mr. Haran Chandra Ghosh Chowdhury and 
the other given to mine. In one he says that adequate compensation will 
be given shortly and in the other he says that adequate compensation was 
paid. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Chaudhury, I have said I wiU not 
allow this question. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN:* With reference to answer (h){ii) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the minimum amount that 
is paid to a family of four members as re-entry costs? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The amount does not depend on the 
niimber of members in the family: it depends on the amount of compen- 
sation that he is actually entitled to. 
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Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. WiU you 
kindly explain on what ground the supplementary question of Mr. Muhammad 
Habibullah *Chowdhury was refused by you. There are certain grounds on 
which questions may be refused. I want to know the ground. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, 1 am afraid, I will not give 
any reason. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Arising out of 
answer (b){iv), namely, that in assessing replacement cost, the measure- 
ment of the plinth was taken into consideration, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the eaves are excluded though much money had to 
be spent by the people to raise the eaves? 

Mr. HAM I DUD DIN AHMED: 1 have nothing further to add. 

Mr. SYED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Wil the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when and by whom this rate of compensation was laid down? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I ask for notice. 

Contractors under Public Health Department. 

*19. Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the present number of the contractors registered in different classes 

in the Public Health Department in different branches; 

(b) the number of them that are — 

(t) Muslims, and 

(it) Scheduled Castes, 

in each of the classes; and 

(c) contracts of how much monetary value were given to — 

(i) Muslims, and 

(ii) members of the Scheduled Castes, in the year 1945-46 in the 

different branches, works, supplies and tube-wells (figures may 
be separately given). 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed 

(o) (i) Construction contractors — 



Class 1 

... 67 


Class II 

... 104 


Class III 

... 65 



216 

(ii) 

Supply contractors 

... 34 


Total 

... 250 

(h) 

(i) Construction contractors — 

Muslim 

... 70 


Non-Muslim including Scheduled Castes 

... 146 

(ii) 

Supply contractors — 

Muslim 

... 6 


Non-Muslim including Scheduled Castes 

... 29 
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(c)(i) Monetary value of contracts given to Muslim contractors during 

1946-46 is E8.1,22,219— 


Bb. 

Tube-wells — 



Supply 


... 39,616 

Works 


76,401 

Other works — 



Supply 


Na. 

Works 


7,202 


1,22,219 


{ii) Monetary value of contracts given to Scheduled Caste contractors 
is not available as no record is maintained in the Directorate of Public 
Health Engineering to show which of the non-Muslim contractors are 
members of the Scheduled Castes. 

Mfi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state, with reference to answer (6)(n), how many of these 5 Muslim 
contractors out of a total of 34 belong to Classes I, II and III ? 

Mr. 8i A. SALIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: In view of the fact that out of 250 
contractors only 75, that is 30 per cent., are Muslims, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister he pleased to admit that there are grievances • of the Muslims in 
this respect? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Surely. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what steps Government are taking to redress the grievances? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Already a circular has been issued to the Directorate. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: With reference to answer 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the monetary value of the 
contracts given to the Hindus and the Scheduled Castes? 

Mr. 8t Ai SALIM: I have nothing further to add. 

Point of order. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: On a point of order. Sir. I was referring 
to rules 26 and 28 of the Assembly Procedure Eules as regards the 
admissibility of a question. I was just trying to find out as to whether the 
question that was put by Mr. Muhammad Habibullah Chowdhury was in 
contravention of the provisions of rule 26, and why was it disallowed. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, I would request you to kindly 
look to rule 28 where you will find your answer. 

Mr. BIMAL CO MAR GHOSE: Yes, Sir, I have seen that. But that 
was in relation to rule 26. Is it your contention. Sir, that that rule gives 
Kihe Speaker absolute pvwer, without assigning any reason, to admit or not 
to admit a question? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, I do not think any useful 
purpose will be served by entering into a discussion on this point. But as 
far as I can understand, rule 28 says that the Speaker has the power to 
decide on the admissibility of a question with reference to .the provisions of 
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these rules. Certainly he has got to coliform to the provisions laid down | 
in rule 26 , but at the same time rule 26 does not take away the character 
of finality of the ruling given hy .the Speaker. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: But, Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry, I do not want to discuss the 
reasons. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: I was not trying to l)e difficult at all. 

I will bow down to all your rulings but I wanted a clarification of the point 
as to whether, on reference to rule 2G, you can disallow any question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Yes, Mr. Mridha. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the contracts of how much monetary value were given to contractors 
other than Muslim in the diferent classes of contracts? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: 1 want notice. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAH MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for Muslims getting lesser 
works ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: I have nothing further to add to the answer I have 
given. Most probably the Muslim contractors never applied when tenders 
were called. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAH MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Does Government think 
that Muslim contractors are not able to submit earnest money and does he 
think it proper to do away with the earnest money? 

Mr. 8a A. SALIM: The matter will be looked into. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any standards are prescribed for enrolment of such contractors ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Yes, as far as construction is concerned — Class I, 
Class II and Class III, As tar as supply is concerned, no standard. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he proposes to follow the Communal Ratio Rules in registering the 
contractors and in allowing the proportion of contracts given to the 
contractors ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: As far as possible consistent with the efficiency of 
the work. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether contracts are distributed on the basis of the 
communal ratio? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: No. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of contracts given to the Scheduled Castes? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: I ask for notice. It is very difficult to know the 
number. If you look to answer (c)(w), you will find that we could not 
find out which of the contractors belonged to the Scheduled Castes. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why a record is not maintained to show the value of the contracts 
given to the Scheduled Castes? 
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Ifr. 8. A. SALIM: I cannot give yon any answer offhand, but the 
matter will be looked into. 

Mr. BlilOY KRI8HMA 8ARKAR: Does Government desire to main- 
tain such record in future? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Surely it will be considered. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
Jo state if any relaxation of the rules or standards, as referred to, is ever 
made? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIMS It has never been brought to our notice. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is willing to maintain a register to record the number of 
contractors belonging to the Scheduled Castes? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: As I pointed out, there is no register at the present 
moment but it will be considered. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what steps the Hon’ble Minister proposes to take to allot a sufficient 
number of contracts to Muslims? I may explain why I am putting the 
Question. In answer to my question, the Hon’ble Minister has said that 
the Communal Eatio Eules will be followed as far as practicable and in 
answer to another question put by another member (Laughter). 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not allow the question. 

Mr, 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if Government has given any direction or contemplate to 
give any direction to the department concerned to observe the communal 
ratio in the matter of giving contracts? 

Mr, 8. A, 8ALIM: Communal Eatio Eules will be maintained but not 
at the cost of efficiency. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state when the register was opened? 

Mr, 8. A, 8ALIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what amounts were spent during 1945-46 under construction as well 
as under supplies separately? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: I ask for notice. 

Roquisitioned houses in the tovim of Comilla. 

•20. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
dn charge of the Land and Land Eevenue Department aware — 

(t) that many houses were requisitioned by the military authorities in 
the town of Comilla for military requirements; and 

(*»') that many such houses had been abandoned by the military and had 
remained vacant for a pretty long period and yet they are noj 
made over to their respective owners ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof? 
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(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in the town of Comilla many 
such nouses requisitioned by the military and abandoned by them are not 
made over to their respective owners but taken possession of by the Magis- 
trate who lets them out ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state under wliat 
authority the Magistrate is doing such things ? 

«Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman): {a)(i) Yes. 

(w), (6) and (c) On the termination of the war and gradual departure 
of the military from Comilla, the requisitioned houses were still retained 
by the district authorities for other urgent necessities of Government. The 
necessities arose out of war operations. 

(d) The Magistrate has power to kee]) these military requisitioned 
houses under requisition for civil purposes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us under what Act the Magistrate can keep those houses for 
civil purposes? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Under the Defence of India 
think, when the properties were requisitioned under the Dei 
Rules. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The properties were requisitioned 
for military purposes and the military abandoned those houses and after 
that, under what Act the Magistrate requisitioned those houses for civil 
purposes ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It was never derequisitioned. Once it 
is derequisitioned, it is derequisitioned for all time to come. But once it 
has been requisitioned, the Magistrate can possibly ke(*p it under his 
possession for civil purposes as well. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it not a fact that these houses 
were requisitioned for military purposes? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes, they were originally requisitioned 
for military jjurposes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what is the urgent necessity of the Government? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: My friend knows that the Sadar sub- 
divisional headquarters as well as the district headquarters were shifted 
from Comilla to some other place and those headquarters had to be taken 
back to Comilla and as a result houses were urgently necessary for accommo- 
dation of the offices and of officers as well as lawyers and other people. 
Government think it advisable to keep those requisitioned houses and 
properties till other houses are available. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the owners of the houses were consulted before 
they were used for civil purposes? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It is not necessary to consult the 
owners of the houses. 

Mr. JOGENDRA CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate has got the power to keep 
those houses for quarters of civil officers? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes, I have already stated. 
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Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH GHOWDHURDY: Is the Eon’ble 
Minister aware that when the houses were requisitioned for military opera- 
tion, definite promises were given to the people that the houses would be 
derequisitioned just on the termination of the war? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: No such promise was ever given. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the same principle is applied with regard to the houses constructed 
by the military? “ 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: This question has got no concern with 
the construction by the military. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Does the same principle apply that the 
Magistrate can keep those things under his possession? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Sabur, your question does not come 
within the scope of question No. 20 because the question relates to requisi- 
tioning or derequisitioning of houses at Comilla. Yours is too general a 
question. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the-Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
thel't^mnses under requisition for civil purposes include residential 
accclftExio^anion for Government officers? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean to say that 
Government officers should have preference to the ordinary civilian popula- 
tion for residential accommodation? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It is only a temporary arrangement. 
When the headquarters of the district and the sadar subdivisions were 
transferred to Comilla, it was the first duty of the Government to arrange 
liccommodation for the offices and the officers concerned. The people 
whose houses have been requisitioned may make some other arrangement 
for their dwelling houses and they may wait for some time. But the offices 
bad to be shifted and accommodation had to be made for them. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA; ^ cn 

purposesii^ otci civil purposesii^ 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I think my honourable friend does not 
know that almost all the houses before they were requisitioned used to be 
let out by the owners. 

Mr. 8URESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA : (TT ^ 

"TO ^ TO ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: My friend has not followed me. 
Before the houses were requisitioned owners used to let them out to the 
people and they used to get rent from those persons. Now the difference 
is that owners get the rent direct from Government. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DAS GUPTA : ^ TO tV 

c? ^ ^ civil purposes^? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I have already stated '^almost all”. 
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t Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: WiU the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the percentage of houses that were occupied by 
owners and those that were occupied by tenants? 

Mr« HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: A negligible percentage. I cannot give 
the exact figure. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many of the houses acquired for military 
purposes are now used for civil purposes? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 


Water-supply in rural Bengal. 

*21. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (MYMEN8INGH): Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Health Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the scheme, if any, for spending the money provided for water-supply 

in rural Bengal, in the coming year’s budget; 

(б) whether he is aware that a comprehensive scheme for water-supply 

in rural Bengal was prepared by Government Circular No. 940(5)- 
P.H., dated the 12th July, 1930; 

(c) whether the Government is now taking up the scheme and the money 

provided in the coming year’s budget (1946-47) will be spent 
in accordance with the aforesaid scheme ; and 

(d) if not, why not? 

Mr. S. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) 

Post-War Development Scheme No. 187 provides for rural water-supply. 
A statement of the nature and objectives of the scheme is laid on the Library 
Table, 

^ (h) Yes. 

(c) and (d) That scheme was drawn up several years ago and had to be 
dropped due to war conditions. In view of the changed circumstances since 
and in the light of the experience gained meanwhile, Government have 
adopted a revised policy as incoT'|)orated in the Post-War Development Scheme 
referred to above, but in actually giving effect to this scheme the information 
available from the previous scheme, particularly as to the sites for tube- 
veils, etc., may be useful. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJI; Will the Hon’ble Minister tell 
iis whether there is any chance of giving effect to this scheme in course of 
this year — this post-war development scheme? 

Mr. 8. A. 8 ALIM: During the current year out of a total allotment of 
ds. 50 lakhs sanctioned, Es. 20 lakhs have been allotted for new sources 
)f rural water supply. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that there is practically no arrangement for supply of drinking water 
in rural Bengal? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Yes. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister give 
IIS an idea of the number of tube wells ’which Government propose to sink 
in the course of this year? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: I want notice. I have already said that Rs. 20 
iakhs have been allotted. I cannot give you the exact number of tube wells 
to be sunk. 
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Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the tube-well system of water supply in rural areas is practically 
inadequate ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM • According to the Bhore Committee recommenda- 
tions the sources of water supply are one for every 500 of the population, 
'while in the long term the recommendation is for- one for every 200 of the 
population. The scheme is being considered by Government. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state which is the agency through which Government propose to sink tube 
wells this year? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Money is allotted to the District Magistrate who 
has got a District Water Supply Committee and he settles it in consultation 
with the Chairman of the District Board. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister tell 
us who will supply the information as to sites of tube wells to be sunk ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM. There is the District Water Supply Committee 
which select the sites. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: What are the 
main points of difference between the two schemes old and revised? 

Mr, 8, A. SALIM: I want notice. 

Mr, ilASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will the B[on’ble Minister please tell 
us if he has got the permission of the Hon’ hie Speaker for laying the state- 
ment on the Library Table ? 

Mr. 8. A, SALIM: I think that the statement has already been laid on 
the Library Table. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister give 
us some idea as to the composition of the District Water Supply Company? 
Is there any company in every district? 

Mr, 8. A. SALIM: Not company but committee. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTAPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how much money was sanctioned last year and how much 
has been spent, and if the entire amount has not been spent, why it has not 
been spent? 

Mr. 8. A, SALIM: The amount of money sanctioned last year was 
Es. 10 lakhs for rural water supply. I cannot give you off-hand the amount 
spent last year. I want notice. 

Enquiry Committee of Medical College, 

*22. Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HUQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Health and Local Self-Government Department aware 
that a Committee was appointed in pursuance of resolution in the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly sponsored by Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 
ex-M.L.A., to enquire into the allegations of criminal breach arising out 
of gross mismanagement by Mr. K. S. Mitra, the Secretary of the Calcutta 
Medical College Hospital? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of 
the report of Enquiry Committee? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be please^ to state- what action if any 
has been taken by the Government in this connection ? 
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(d) If no action was taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the reason thereof F 

(e) Is it a fact that Mr. K. S. Mitra was suspended ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): (a) 

Yes. 

(6) The report of the Enquiry Committee is a confidential document. It 
will not be in the public interest to place a copy of the same on the Table. 

(c) Mr. K. S. Mitra was informed by the Secretary of the Department 
that but for the long* time that had elapsed since the submission of the 
En(]^uiry Committee’s Report, Government would have drawn up proceedings 
against him with a view to reprimanding him for certain irregularities 
which were brought to light and also for his lack of candour in answering 
the questions of the Enquiry Committee. The Account Rules of the Hospitall 
have also been amended on the lines suggested by the Enquiry Committee. 

(d) Does not arise. • 

(e) No. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Did Government ever enquire as to 
the cause of delay in submission of the report by the Enquiry (Committee? 

Mr, S. A, SALIM: I want notice for that. 

M. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Is it a fact that the replies given by 
the said officer were found to be false by the Emjuiry Committee? 

Mr, 8. A. SALIM: I told you the report of the Enquiry Committee is 
confidential. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HUQUE: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is his authority for saying that tlie report is confidential? 
What is his source for his telling us that it is confidential — under which 
rule or under which law? 

Mr, 8. A. SALIM: For the sake of public interest the report is 
jonfidential. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
^leased to state when the report was submitted? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: In 1943. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Why did not Government take any 
iction against the officer? 

Mr. 8. A, SALIM: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Don ble 

Minister be pleased to state v;hat are the irregularities that were brought 
:o light as a result of this enquiry? 

Mr, 8. A. SALIM: That is confidential. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is prepared to allow Mr. Huque 
ind for the matter of that any member of the House to go through the 
report if the latter meets the Hon’ble Minister in Writers’ Buildings? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: The matter will be given due consideration. 

Mr, A, T. MAZHARUL HUQUE: Is- it not an infringement 
M the rights and privileges of the members of this House not to accept the 
recommendations of a Committee the personnel of which was composed 
entirely of the members of this House and which was set up by this House? 
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Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Thai was a decision arrived at by the previous 
Government. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Sir, the Committee was appointed on 
the authority of a resolution moved in and passed by this House and so I 
doubt how can the report of that Committee be pronounced as a confidential 
report. I think by that a serious encroachment has been made on the 
privilege of the members of this House, for the personnel of that Committee 
was composed of the members of this House by means of a resolution. It 
was not a departmental committee appointed by Government, and as such 
[the report of this Committee should not be shelved as a confidential report. 
If that report is to be treated as a confidential report, then this House is 
the only competent authority to term it like that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is it a point of order or a point of privilege ? 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: It is a point of privilege. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I find the question is couched in this 
language: “Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a Committee was appoint- 
ed in pursuance of a resolution in the Bengal Legislative Assembly spon- 
sored by Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, ex-M.L.A., to enquire into the allega- 
tions of criminal breach arising -out of gross mismanagement by Mr. K. S. 
Mitra, the Secretary of the Calcutta Medical College Hospital?” Neither 
the question nor the answer discloses what was the personnel of the Com- 
mittee. It merely says that this Enquiry Committee was appointed in 
pursuance of a resolution, but it does not say that the Committee consisted 
of members of this House or of members as well as outsiders. So we are 
not in a position to know the personnel of the Committee and Mr. Sabur 
Khan will realise that there is nothing on this paper to show that this was 
a Committee appointed as a result of the passing of a piece of legislation 
of this House. If it was a Committee appointed to enquire into the matters 
of an institution under the control of the Government, then the Government 
is competent to treat the report as confidential. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: But my contention is that nowhere is it 
stated that the report of the Enquiry Committee was to be treated as 
confidential . 

Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state who were the members of that Committee? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: In pursuance of the resolution passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly on 20th April, 1939, the Government of Bengal 
appointed a Committee of Enquiry consisting of Mr. K. Shahabuddin, 
Mr. W. A. M. Walker, Mr. J. N. Basu and the Principal of the Medical 
College, Calcutta, ex-officio. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be prepared 
to reopen the question and deal with the report and make a statement as 
the circumstances demand? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why this report was treated as confidential? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: As I have already said, in public interest. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether by the publication of this report or by placing 
this report before the members of this House public interest will suffer 
by the revelation of the fact that there were many officers who had been 
implicated in that corruption? 
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Mr> 8> A. SALIM: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the actual loss incurred by Government due to 
those irregularities? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM. I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it will not be proved on an investigation of the 
report that Mr. E, S. Mitra was made a scapegoat in the game and that 
is why the report has been treated as confidential? * 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister prepared to admit that the report cannot be treated as confidential 
until the rules of this Assembly are changed? 

Mr. S. A. SALIM: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. ABDUS 8ABUR KHAN: Is it in the public interest or is it 
against public interest that this report is termed as confidential? 

Mr. S. A. SALIM: It is in public interest. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the intention of this resolution sponsored by 
Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas was to bring to light the corruption instead of 
keeping them concealed? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the report druw'n up by this Enquiry (Committee 
may be examined by another Committee of this House to be set up to 
examine in camera in this case? 

Mr. S. A. SALIM: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he will be prepared to set up a committee 
representing all parties in this House in order to study the report and to 
enlighten this House about its content consistent with public safety? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: It will be considered by Government. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state before this House what were the terms of reference made to the 
Enquiry Committee? 

Mr. S. A. SALIM: The resolution runs as follows: — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that a committee consisting of five 
members, namely, three members from the members of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly, the Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, and one member 
with audit qualification, be formed immediately to enquire into the financial 
administration and the working of the Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta, 
primarily with respect to the preparation of estimates and acceptance of 
tenders, stock clearance and stock-taking and other matters of allied nature’ L 

In pursuance of the above resolution the Government of Bengal were 
pleased to appoint the Committee of Enquiry. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who was the Superintendent of the Medical College 
Hospitals during the period of management in question? 
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Mr. S. A. SALIM: I think it was Col. Boyd. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I haye now something to say about this 
Committee of Enquiry. After the disclosure of the names of the members 
of the Enquiry Committee by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Minister, I find that all the members of the Committee appointed in 
pursuance of a resolution of this House were members of the Assembly 
except the Principal of the Medical College. As such, in my opinion this 
matter should be referred to the Committee of privileges to decide whether 
the report of that Committee should be kept concealed from this House. 
On my own motion I refer the matter to the Committee of Privileges for 
consideration whether the report of the Enquiry Committee should be kept 
back from the House. 

Nomination of mombers to some union boards in Tippera district. 

•23i Mr, NOWAB ALl! Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether he is aware that one Akram Ali, a military employee still 

in military service, has been nominated as a member to Panch- 
gachia Union Board in Daudkandi police-station in the Tippera 
district; if so, what is the reason for it; 

(б) whether he is aware that a tax collector of Gobindapur Union in 

Daudkandi jiolice-station in Tippera district has been nominated 
as a member to Barkanta Union Board in Daudkandi police-station 
in Tippera district; and 

(c) if the answers to clauses (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for doing so? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali); 

(a) One Akram Ali has been nominated as stated, but he is not in military 
service. 

(h) One Altafuddin Ahmed has been nominated. He is a clerk of the 
Gobindapur Union Board, not a tax collector. 

(c) The District Magistrate made the nominations on the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. A. E. Chowdhuri, m.l.a., Chairman of the Tippera District 
Board. 


Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is the practice of the Minister concerned to 
give ditto to the recommendation of the District Magistrate? 

Mr. 8i A. SALIM. As far as the nomination of Union Board is con- 
cerned, the panel is made by the District Magistrate. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us whether there w'as the recommendation of the Circle Officer with 
regard to this union? 

Mr, 8. A. SALIM; Generally the Circle Officer sends his recommenda- 
tion to the District Magistrate who sends it to the Chairman of the District 
Board for his information. After that he makes the nomination. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us whether the recomm^dation of the Circle Officer agreed with the 
recommendation of the Chairman of the District Board? 

Mr, 8« A. SALIM; As far as my information goes, no. 

Mr. SYED MAHAMMAD AFZAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the nomination has been in contravention of the provisions 
of the Self-Government Act? 
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Mfi 8i Ai SALIM: I do nolE think so. 


Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; Is it one of the 

privileges of the M.L.As. to recommend people for nomination to the Dis- 
trict Board, Municipality and Union Board? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: No. 


Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if employees of the Board can be nominated to that board 
or any other board? 

Mr. 8< A. SALIM: The person concerned is not an employee of that 
Board. 


Distrilmtiofi of quinine in the district of Khulna. 

•24. Dr. MD. MOZAMMEL HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Health (Medical) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how much quinine has been distributed in the district of Khulna in 
1945-40, 1944-45; 

(m) how it was distributed ; and 

(m) whelher it was distributed only through registered medical practi- 
tioners? 

(h) If the reply to clause {a){iii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what arrangements were made to extend medical services and treat- 
ment of the poorer section of the rural areas; and 

(it) what is the quantity of quinine that was distributed amongst them? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): 

(a){i) A statement is laid on the table. 

(w) and {Hi) The drugs were not distributed through registered medical 
practitioners alone but also through Charitable Dispensaries of Government, 
District Boards, Union Boards and Village Dispensaries, Non-Official Volun- 
tary Relief Organisation, Satellite Treatment Centres, Provincialised and 
A.G. Hospitals, Epidemic Centres, K.A. Camps, Mobile Medical Units, 
Rural Health Units and through Subdivisional Officers and Presidents of 
Union Boards and other agencies. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in clause (a)(i) of starred question No. 24. 

During the year 1944-45 and 1945-46, the following anti-malarial drugs 
were distributed in the district of Khulna: — 

1944-45. 

Sale. 

Q. S. Powder. Q. S. Tablets. Mepacrine Tablets. Quinine Ampoules. 

966 lbs. 299 lbs. 1,486,000 1,112 boxes. 


Free.. 

Q. S. Tablets. C. F. Powder. 
348 lbs. 343 lbs. 


C. F. Tablets. 
136 lbs. 


Mepacrine Tablets. 
1,500,000 


Q. 8. Powder. 
390 lbs. 
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StOe. 


Q. S. Powder. 
361 lbs. 


Q. S. Tablets. 
67 lbs. 


C. F. Powder. 
49 lbs. 


Q. Bihy. 
2 lbs. 


Mepa-Tablete. Q. Ampoules. 
2,042,000 480 boxes. 


Free. 


Q-S. Tablets. C. F. Powder. C. F. Tablets. Mepa-Tablets. Q. Ampoules. 

24 ^ lbs. 23 lbs. 274 lbs. 6 lbs. 899,000 28 boxes. 

Dr. MD. MOZAMMEL HOSSAINs Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state why sale and distribution of quinine are so much reduced 
in comparison with the year 1944-45.^ Sale in 1944-45 was 965 lbs., it was 
reduced to dol lbs. in 1 945-4(1. Free distribution in 1944-45 was 390 lbs., 
it was reduced to 24^ lbs. in 1945-46. 

Mr, 8. A. SALIM: As it has been required by the Civil Surgeon the 
amount of quinine has been supplied. 

Mr, AM ULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI, Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the (lovernrnent are aware that there is dearth of 
quinine in the rural area of Bengal? 

Mr, 8. A, SALIM: Of course, there is dearth of quinine. 

Dr, MD, MOZAMMEL H 088 AIN, Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the village doctors who are really treating the poor 
villagers are not getting quinine supply? 

Mr, 8, A, SALIM: If they do require quinine they should apply to the 
Civil Surgeon. 


C,I,D,, Bengal, 

•25, Mr, MD, ABDU8 8ALAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Horae Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when the C.I.D., Bengal, was started; 

(m) whether any Muslim officer was ever appointed as Assistant to the 
Deputy Inspector-General, C.I.D., Bengali; 

(m) how many officers were appointed as Deputy Superintendents of 
Police of C.I.D., Bengal, since the starting of the department and 
how many of them were Muslims; and 

(iv) whether the Assistant to the Deputy Inspector-General, C.I.D., 
Bengal, and Deputy Superintendent of Police of the same are 
always Hindus? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is consider- 
ing the desirability of appointing a Muslim as the Assistant to the Deputy 
Inspector-General, C.I.D., Bengal, and Deputy Superintendent of Police? 

Mr, K, NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr, H, 8, 
8uhrawardy): 1906. 

(ii) Yes. ^ 

(Hi) Records do not extend beyond 1912. From 1912 to date there have 
been 44 Deputy Superintendents of Police in the (3.I.D. of whom 6 have been 
Muslims. 

(iv) No. 

(b) It is not proposed to replace the present Assistant to the Deputy 
Inspector-General who is a Hindu nor any of the present Deputy Superin- 
tendents of Police. 
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Mfi MD« ABDU8 8ALAM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state, in reference to question (m), the names of the three officers? 

MFi K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mfi MD. ABDU8 8ALAMS Whether any or all of them are honorary? 

Mr* K. KA8ARULLAS I want notice. 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any Muslim Deputy Superintendent of Police was appointed 
for crimes, if so, what is his name? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Sir, 1 cannot understand the question. I said 
there are 6 Muslims out of 44. 

Method of qiiinme distribution in Jessoro. 

•26. Dr. BHOLANATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Health (Medical) Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the method of quinine distribution amongst the jirivate jiractitioners 

of the Jessore district and other districts along with the distri- 
bution of quinine ampoules; 

(h) whether there is any compulsion for taking of Mepacrine quino-crine 
or atebrin tablets ; 

(c) whether for any malpractice prevailing at the Civil Surgeon’s office 

or the Quinine llationing Officjex’s office and the Quinine Depots at 
Jessore and other districts the private medical practitioners are 
compelled to go to the districts for receiving the small quantity of 
quinine ; and 

(d) if the answer to (b) and (c) are in the affirmative will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) 

In districts, private practitioners having their own dispensaries are generall;^ 
selected and appointed as selling agents oi Cxovernment anti-malaria drug! 
by the Civil Surgeons with the approval of the District Magistrates. Thej 
are supplied with quinine mepacrine and quinine ampoules for retail sale 
Permits for purchase are issued by the Civil Surgeons who are the Distrid 
Quinine Rationing Authorities and the agents get the drugs from tin 
respective district or subdivisional jails, which are the storage and distri 
buting centres, on production of the permit. During the three months o! 
November and December, 1945, and »January, 1946, all registered medica 
practitioners as well as unregistered practitioners of five years’ standing 
approved by the Civil Surgeons were allowed quinine sulphate for their owi 
practice up to a maximum of half a pound per month without any propor 
tionate quantity of mepacrine. This scheme has been reintroduced fron 
September, 1946. Government quinine ampoules are also issued to register 
ed medical practitioners on a rationed basis of 2 boxes of six ampoules eacl 
per month. 

(б) Due to the shortage of quinine its issue has been restricted and i 
allowed with a certain percentage of mepacrine tablets in case of all pur 
chasers and free distributing agencies as well. 

(c) No report of any malpractice in connection with the supj^ily of anti 
malaria drugs in the quinine rationing or distributing centres has beei 
received by the Bengal Health Directorate. The methoa of obtaining anti 
malaria drugs by private practitioners is described at (a) above. As quinim 
and mepacrine are stored in District and Subdivisional Jails, permit-holder 
have to go to the Jail Offices to obtain supplies. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Mepacrine has been found much more dangerous 
than quinine? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that in spite of a large supply of quinine 
remaining with the Government Mepacrine was pushed simply because it 
is a British product? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: No. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: i?r 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: I think there is a certain amount of dose. If you 
take that amount it will not affect. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he himself has ever taken Mepacrine? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: No. 

Acquisition of houses and paddy lands in Asansol. 

*27. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MONDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Land and liand Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that many houses and paddy lands in the subdivisioni of Asansol 
were acquired by Government for the construction of quarters of 
soldiers during the war; 

(ii) that during the time of acquisition the Government promised to 
return the acquired houses and lands after the war; 

(Hi) that these houses and lands have not yet been returned to their 
owners though they have applied to the Government for the 
same; and 

(iv) that the annual compensation for the lands for the last two years 
have not been paid to the owners? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking immediate steps so that the owners of 
acquired lands get back their houses and lands with their arrear 
compensation ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDOIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman): Only a few were acquired. Most of the properties taken 

over were requisitioned under rule 75A of the Defence of India Rules. 

(ii) No. 

(m) Out of 200 buildings so requisitioned 163 have already been returned 
to the owners, and out of 10,130 acres of land requisitioned 3,936 acres have 
been released up to date. 

(iv) Annual compensation up to 1351 B.S. has been paid in full and pay- 
ment for 1352 B.S. is going on. ^ 

(b) The reinaining buildings and land will be restored as soon as the 
military and civil authorities in occupation can vacate. 

(After the printed answers were read out.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this 
question may be held over, because there is no time to put supplementary 
questions ? 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKERS You want it to be carried over? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question stands carried over. 

There is a request from the honourable members of this House that there 
should be a recess for Asar prayer. I adjourn the house for 15 minutes for 
prayer. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. BROJOMADHAB DAS: Sir, I tabled an adjournment motion on 
the recent happenings at Saidpur where there was a communal riot. More 
than 30 persons were murdered and hundreds of houses were also burnt. I 
see that consent has been refused to that motion. May 1 know the reason 
for withholding consent.^ It is a matter of urgent public importance and 
of recent occurrence. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Das, it is not the practice of this House 
to assign reasons for refusing consent to an adjournment motion, but in 
short I may inform you that the motion of which you gave notice does not 
mention any date when the occurrence took place. As far as it has been 
possible to ascertain, the occurrence took place on the 28th and 29th of 
January. So there has been delay. This is one of the main reasons for 
which consent has been refused. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: May I submit one thing, Sir? Of 
course the date has not been mentioned in the motion itself, but in the short 
statement mention has been made of the date. I do not know, Sir, if 28th 
or 29th has been mentioned 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sinha, you cannot discuss this point. 
The main reason is delay. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, may I make another submission 
in this connection to which attention was drawn on the last occasion. I 
ithink a point was made out by an honourable member of this House that 
if the Speaker is not going to preside over the deliberation of this House, 
the files should not better be referred to him but should be referred to the 
Deputy Speaker or to the Chairman who is going to preside over the delibera- 
tion of this House, so that in cases of difficulty, he may be in a position to 
elucidate the matter which he has, I submit, on several occasions, done in 
this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not possible to know beforehand whether 
the Speaker is turning up or not. In fact, I received intimation today 
about one o’clock that I would have to preside over the proceedings of this 
House. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, as you said, it was not 

provided anywhere that the Speaker has to give any reasons for his decision, 
but, Sir, on grounds of urgency adjournment motions are moved. The 
object is that if a thing is of recent occurrence and if it is a matter of 
urgency, then on account of urgency, the normal business of the House has 
to be adjourned in order to allow a discussion on the particular urgent point 
of recent occurrence. In view of that, Sir, it is essential that the incumbent 
of the Chair who is conducting the business of the House should have an 
opportunity himself personally to bring his judicious mind to bear on the 
subject to consider whether there is urgency about it, whether the question 
is of recent occurrence, and whether it is an urgency of such a degree that 
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the normal businesa of the Houae should be adjourned with a Tiew to allow 
a discussion over this subject. Adjournment motions relate to this. I do 
not see, Sir, how this matter can be considered by an absentee incumbent 
of this Chair who unfortunately under circumstances has to remain absent 
in course of the last few days. Sir, you are presiding over the delibera- 
tion of this House. May I submit, Sir, if any particular difficulty arises 
so far as you are personally concerned — because you came to know only 
today, as you say, that you would have to preside over this House — ^you may 
in fairness to this House and in fairness to your own discretion reserve the 
consideration on this point, so that you may, after mature deliberation, 
think out, after considering the matter yourself, whether this motion may 
be left open and the ground of urgency may be waived in favour of this 
because you have not had a chance of considering this matter yourself. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am bound to act according to rules. I 
shall have to decide according as the rules would allow me to decide. The 
Speaker is not an absentee, in the sense in which you have called him an 
absentee, only because he is not presiding over the deliberations of this 
House. He is doing all other works. I am afraid, I cannot say anything 
more. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAtUMDAR: While functioning as 
Speaker all the powers of the Speaker are vested in the Deputy Speaker. 
Therefore the powers to decide as to whether consent should be given to 
such a motion, whether such a motion is in order or not — all such powers 
vest in the Deputy Speaker while he is actually conducting the deliberation 
of this House. He is under the rules entitled to discharge all the functions 
of the Speaker. There can be no division of the Speaker’s functions in 
this way that a particular incumbent of the Chair who happens to be absent 
and ^s had no opportunity 'to listen to the members should still be in a 
position to give his opinion on it. You, Sir, are entitled to give your 
opinion on this matter yourself. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have nothing more to add to what I have 
said. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I gave notice of an 
adjournment motion on the failure of Government to settle the Calcutta 
Tramway Workers’ strike even on the 21st day by prevailing upon the 
Tramway Company to meet the just demands of the employees, and I also 
find that consent has been refused by the Speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, kindly state your point 
specificially. I cannot allow a speech or your reading of the adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Sir, I have finished my reading of the adjourn- 
ment motion. The point is that I find that consent has been refused, and 
once more I would like to know the reasons under which provision of the 
Eules of the Assembly Procedure consent has been refused on such an 
urgent matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tour motion does not comply with the 
provisions of rule 96 of the J»rocedure Eules and that is why the Hon’ble 
Speaker has refused consent. 

•Mr. JYOTI BASU: Which provision? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Eule 96. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Sir, is it not a matter of 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, please. I will not allow any 
discussion. 
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Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Why are you not prapaiad to entertain a discus- 
sion?. Under section 96 consent has been refused by the S})eaker and not 
by yourself. And so when this has been mentioned, it is my privilege as 
a member of this House to enter into a discussion and 1 think you will bear 
with me, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that on such an important matter it is my 
privilege and duty and right to enter into a discussion with you. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. No, Mr. Basu, I do not agree with you. 
Kindly take your seat. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Before I take my seat, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: On a point of order. Sir. Is my 
learned friend in order to go on speaking while Mr. Deputy Speaker has 
asked him to sit down? 

Mr. JYOTI BASU. The honourable member ought to know that I sat 
down and I have carried out the order of the Deputy Speaker. Now, as I 
was saying, I find that I have complied with all the provisions laid down 
in section 96. That is, it is a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
as all of us — those who do not have cars can understand. So I do not know 
how I am told that consent has been refused under this section 96. I would 
therefore like to have a little more enlightenment on this matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot throw more light than what I' 
have already thrown. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: May I in this connection make one submission, 
Sir? It seems that it is neither fair on the Deputy Speaker nor on the 
Speaker who is unwell 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Nor on the House. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Yes, as my honourable friend the Leader of the 
House says, nor on the House that urgent motions like this should bc sent 
for disposal to the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker will have to bear the 
brunt of answering the criticisms on the propriety or otherwise of this dis- 
cussion. If t^ Deputy Speaker is presiding, could not these motions be 
sent for the giving of consent or refusal of consent by the Deputy Speaker, 
or at least should not the Deputy Speaker be consulted by the Speaker 
regarding these matters? "VVe have seen on the last day as also today that 
there are discussions. Naturally there are discussions because these are 
matters of urgent public importance. I quite appreciate that the Deputy 
Speaker is not here to revise the decision given by the Speaker. Since this 
matter is cropping up again and again, could not this be done in future that 
such motions should either be disposed of by the person who is going to 
preside over the meeting on that particular day or at least the Deputy 
Speaker should be consulted before the Speaker gives his decision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, may I point out that 
on the question of refusal of consent there is no possibility of discussion; 
there could not have been any discussion whatsoever on the point. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, it seems that really on rare 
occasions the Speaker, as I have been able to find out from the proceedings, 
gave reasons for the refusal of consent. Now, under the rules and conven- 
tions the Hon’ble Speaker is not bound to give reasons for his refusal. 
But if the Hon’ble Speaker thinks that it is necessary to give reasons for 
his decision, I do not think there is any harm. I do not think there is any 
convention that any one occupying the Chair is bound to state the reasons 
for refusal of consent. But according to the rules as they stand, there is 
nothing irregular. 
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Mr. J. C. GUPTA; In ^fusing consent the reason is not given, but it 
has always happened that in the House members who could not get consent 
raised the question and the reasons were ^iven. That has been the practice. 
But the Deputy Speaker is not in a position to give reasons which actuated 
the Speaker. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to rule 96, 
I submit that there has been no valid refusal of consent at all to this 
adjournment motion. Rule 96 lays down that “a motion for an adjourn- 
ment of the business of the Assembly for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public importance may be made with the consent of the 
Speaker.” 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar, is it open to an 
honourable member of the House to say whether the order is valid or 
invalid ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Sir, that is my point of 
order, and it is for you to decide. It may be made with the consent of the 
Speaker. With reference to this I submit that here the Speaker refers to 
the present incumbent of the Chair, the Speaker of the day. Unless, Sir, 
you are personally in a position to say that I have refused consent we shall 
not take it that consent has really been refused. The Speaker of the day 
is alone competent to say whether he has given his consent or refused to 
give his consent. If that was not so, you. Sir, could not have suspended 
the rules of procedure regarding certain days for certain notices, — to take 
an analogy. Everywhere wherever the powers of the Speaker are referred 
to, that refers to the power of the person who is acting as the Speaker of 
the day. As such, my point of order definitely and categorically is that 
unless you are in a position to tell the House that you have refused consent 
to this motion, there has been no refusal of consent, and. Sir, in the absence 
of your refusal of consent this motion should be entitled to be considered 
by you. If, on the contrary, you are in a position to say that ‘‘I as the 
Speaker of the day have refused to give consent”, then of course you are 
not bound to give any reasons as the contention of the Hon ’hie the Leader 
of the House goes, and we will bow to your decision. But if you are not 
able to say that you have refused consent, I suggest that rule 96 refers to 
the powers which are now vested in yourself and under the rule my point 
of order is that there has been no refusal of consent heretofore. Therefore 
this motion deserves your most careful consideration. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, even at the risk of 
repetition I hope you will kindly permit me to make a few observations on 
this matter. We are sorry to hear that the Speaker is ill and we wish that 
he will soon be restored to health. Ordinarily we would not have referred 
to this matter knowing that the Speaker is ill, but it concerns the privilege 
of every member of this House. So far as the adjournment motion is con- 
cerned, I know. Sir, the Speaker need not give any reason, but the point is 
he should be available here to hear our submission. There is another 
matter. You may remember that when my friend Mr. Bimal Chandra 
Sinha protested against the shortness of the time given to us to give notice 
of amendments to the Bills we were informed that the period of notice was 
shortened by the Speaker. %That, Sir, we consider a gross interference 
with our privilege. We know that the Speaker has the right to do it. But 
if the Speaker had been well and present in the House we could have raised 
the matter in the House or we could have seen him in his chamber, but we 
were unable to do so as the Speaker was not attending the Assembly. Sir, 
in support of what my friend Mr. Gupta has stated I may say that it would 
be well and I hope, you will kindly convey this feeling at least of this side 
of the House to the Speaker, I say that it would be better as long as the 
Speaker is ill, jto leave all these decisions to you. Then we could try to 
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persuade you to give your decision in our favour. Otherwise I am sorry 
to have to say it — but I want to have it on record that we most emphatically 
protest against this procedure of having to submit to the decision of an 
absentee Speaker. 

MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. If the conten- 
tion of Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar is accepted, this would place us in an anomalous 
position. Mr. Butt-Mazumdar says that the consent may be refused by 
the Speaker and he wants to say that in the absence of the Speaker the 
Deputy Speaker may revise that. That is absurd. (Ceies of: “No, no, 
that is not our point” from the opposition benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, that is not the point. 

Mr. MAfIzUDDIN AHMED: Sir, my point is that when the consent 
has been refused by the Speaker and in his absence when the Deputy 
Speaker presides he steps into the shoes of the Speaker and does all the 
functions of the Speaker. So the subtle point that has been raised by our 
friend Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar does not stand. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: May I suggest, Sir, that the 
point raised by Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar is not adequate. I ask that you adopt 
the ruling of the Speaker and refuse consent. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, as reprds the sugges- 
tion made by the Leader of the House, 1 would like to point out the danger 
that w^ould arise out of the point raised by him. If you read rule 16 you 
will find that it lays dowm that “the Speaker shall preserve order and have 
all powers necessary for the purpose of enforcing his decisions on all points 
of order.” If we are to take literally what the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
House suggests, then you are in no power to enforce any order. Therefore 
I suggest that the contention of the Hon’ble Leader of the House is utterly 
hollow and untenable and therefore. Sir, my submission deserves your most 
careful consideration and looking at my submission vis-a-vis the provisions 
contained in rule 16 you will be pleased to hold that my submission cannot 
be dismissed so lightly. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA ; ^ 

cn, cv fro 'VtcsTfRi (71^ Part 7 of the motion for adjournment 

for the purpose of debate. cvVi vm cv, Speaker 

vfv rule 99^^ Speakercv 

(TTWi vm, ^’C5T anomalous position inri submission 

Part 7 (a) Speaker ^ OT HtTf, Speaker cvwtw, 

vrfev c^tvt]75 ^ 5n i 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, you had your say. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: I had so much to say 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not necessary for me to allow any 
further discussion. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: You have not heard me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have heard you for the longest period. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: In view of the discussion that has taken place just 
now on my adjournment motion I think it is my privilege to say a few 
words. 



m ADJOFENMENT MOTION. [11th Eeb., 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you kindly tfike your seat? You liad 
your say for quite a long time. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: But Mr. Deputy Speaker, if you are going to treat 
us in this fashion — this is after all not a Fascist House as yet, so in that 
respect there is some sort of democracy still left in this House 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, I would request you to use 
guarded language. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Is that unparliamentary? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When you say “a Fascist House”, it k not 
a very happy language. ^ 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: I said it was not a Fascist House. As I was say- 
ing with regard to this matter, you this time unlike last time have given 
us a certain reason why my adjournment motion has been refused consent. 
Last itime — ^perhaps the Leader of the House does not know — you told me 
with regard to the firing on the peasants of Susang adjournment motion 
that you did not know anything about it why consent was refused. But 
fortunately this time you have given me reasons as to why consent has 
been refused and on that I wanted further enlightenment from you, but I 
do not know why very summarily you have told me that you are not prepared 
to throw further light on this matter. I would like to ask you whether 
this is your refusal or this is the refusal of the Speaker and like last time 
you are not at all aware of the reasons because I find I am still completely 
in the dark, I find I have complied with all the provisions which are required 
to bring an adjournment motion and I find .that I have been refused consent. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Have you finished, Mr. Basu? 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: I have not finished. How are we to proceed with 
regard to the business of this House unless you. Sir, sitting on that chair 
throw some light with regard to the different problems and matters that 
arise from time to time. I think there must be misconception in your 
mind with regard to the rules and therefore. Sir, you have refused consent 
or you agreed with the Speaker who has refused consent. Therefore I 
would like you. Sir, to reconsider the matter and to leave the matter till 
tomorrow or some time after when we can have a discussion with you in 
regard to this matter because this is an important matter which we have 
not discussed in this House. So, I would like to know from you, is this 
your refusal or refusal of the Speaker or whether you are prepared to leave 
this matter over till we can have some discussion, may be in your chamber 
' or somewhere else. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as Mr. Basu’s submissions are con- 
cerned, it is exactly for this reason that I do not like to review the situa- 
tion. Once you give reasons for a decision you are bound to give reasons 
about every decision of the Speaker. That makes the work very difficult. 
The main "point that emerges out of the discussion is whether it should 
have been left to me or the matter of refusal of consent should have been 
dealt with by the Hon’ble Speaker. So far as I can see there has been no 
difficulty because of refusal of consent by the Hon’ble Speaker. Honourable 
members who have macb submissions have not referred to rule 17 of the 
Assembly Procedure Eules. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, 1 referred to rules 
16 and 17. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Rule 17 clearly says that in the absence of 
the Speaker, either the Deputy Speaker or some one else will be in charge 
to preside and exercise functions of the Speaker. Be that as it may, I do 
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not consider it an impossible position that a part of the work is to be done 
by the Speaker and a part by the Deputy Speaker. Supposing the Speaker 
was fit. If he had presided over the House for one hour or a part of the 
proceedings it was open to him to ask me to occupy the chair. So I do not 
find any irregularity for the Hon’ble Speaker dealing with the matter in 
question. The real grievance seems to me is that the reasons have not 
been assigned. Of course it is not for me to assign all the reasons that 
weigh with the Speaker but there are some reasons which I find from the 
notes, and the main reason — without making a precedent for giving reasons 
— I find from the Hon’ble Speaker’s note, is delay. The strike started on 
the 21st January, the House met for the first time on the 3rd February. It 
was open to the honourable member to give notice immediately on the 
sitting of the House. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: It is a continuing occurrence. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But it was continuing for a sufficiently long 
period from the 21st of January. So during this long period the honour- 
able member did not choose to send notice of the adjournment motion. That 
is the main ground on which consent has been refused. The question of 
my adopting the reasons of the Speaker as the honourable Leader of the 
House suggested does not arise because I do not hold that the Speaker is 
incompetent to refuse consent. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if you read the adjournment 
motion carefully 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you kindly sit down? 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: The reason is not strike, it is the failure of the 
Government to settle the strike even on the 21st day. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you kindly sit down P I have finished 
with this point. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: I have very carefully framed this adjournment 
motion. I think you will bear with me 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you kindly sit down? 

Mr. JYOTI BASU : I will take only one minute. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. Will you kindly take your seat? I 
do not want to give any more time. You have taken sufficient time over 
fhe discussion of this point. I do not allow you to submit any further. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: You have been misinformed. You have not read 
my adjournment motion. I do not talk about the strike I say the failure 
of the Government to settle the strike even on the 21st day. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you kindly take your seat? You are 
presuming too much when you say that I have not read your adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: From your remarks I am constrained to say so. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you kindly take your seat? 

Resolutions expressing disapproval of the Ordinances promulgated by the 
Provincial Governor under provisions of the Government of India Actp 

1935. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, may I draw 
your attention to one other matter? You will remember that while the 
other day the Ordinances were laid before the House I moved resolutions 
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expressing disapproyal of the Ordinances. Now, under the Act some time 
must be allowed for the discussion of these resolutions. I beg, Sir, of you 
to dx certain time to discuss some of those resolutions expressing disapproval 
of the Ordinances. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: Yes, Sir, we want that 
some time should be given for discussion of the resolutions. There are 13 
resolutions and we require 13 days to discuss those resolutions. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: My view is that the resolutions of which 
Mr. Sinha has given notice fall in the category of Government business. 
As such it is the duty of the Government to allot a time for discussion of 
these resolutions. So far as my personal opinion is concerned. Government 
ought to fix the date as early as they can for taking up those resolutions. 
I would request the honourable Leader of the House to tell the House if 
}ie can fix an early date for discussion of the resolutions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I shall certainly consL 
der this request and will allot such days. But these Ordinances, most of 
them at least, will come up before the House in the form of Bills that will 
be introduced by Government and when they come up before the House 
for consideration in that form, the House will have an opportunity of 
discussing not only the general merits of the Ordinances but also the various 
clauses and intricacies of the Ordinances. So, if the House then passes the 
Ordinances with such amendments as it may choose to make, there will not 
be any necessity — rather the question of disapproval of the House will not 
arise and would be redundant. If the House passes the Bill itself and it is 
turned into an Act, any question of disapproval now may be redundant. I 
do not say “will be redundant” but it may be redundant. I am not here 
to give a ruling on this point. But the House should certainly have an 
opportunity of discussing these Ordinances. In any event, I shall consider 
this matter and see whether I cannot find some days on which these matters 
can be discussed by the House. I hope that instead of taking 13 days, 
honourable members of the Opposition will take 13 minutes to dispose of 
these 13 ordinances. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I am afraid the honourable 
Leader of the House has misled the House on this occasion. We are not in 
the habit of speaking redundant things. The words are in the Government 
of India Act, and it is not for the Chief Minister, the honourable Leader of 
the House and I submit, even for the Speaker for the matter of that, to go 
beyond the four corners set down by the Government of India Act. 
Section 88(-^)(a) specifically lays down “an Ordinance promulgated under 
this section shall have the same force and effect as an Act of the Provincial 
Legislature assented to by the Governor, but every such Ordinance shall be 
laid before the Provincial Legislature and shall cease to operate at the 
expiration of six weeks from the reassembly of the Legislature, or if a reso- 
lution disapproving it is pas^d by the Legislative Assembly and agreed to 
by the Legislative Council, if any, upon the passing of the resolution or, 
as the case may be, on the resolution being agreed to by the Council.” 

I submit, Sir, that the purpose of this sub-section is not a discussion of 
the event after it has taken place but of the merits of the case itself — 
whether the situation wa^anted the passing of an ordinance. It may be 
that we may agree to a Bill of the same nature, but that does not by itself 
validate what has been dbne by Government in the past. Suppose, Sir, an 
emergency arises and Government passes an ordinance and misuses power 
that has been given to them by the Act, the Legislature has a right to 
criticise that, and not allow the ordinance to continue and terminate the 
ordinance, as has b^n provided in this sub-section, even earlier.. That is 
the express right given to this House. It is not merely a question of 
discussion. We may agree that a situation has now arisen that necessitates 
8 Bill of this nature, but we might not agree to the fact that the Ordinance 
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iras necessary at the time at which it was promulgated. That is the provi- 
eion and if the Hon’hle Chief Minister now says that a Bill will come up 
and we shall then have an opportunity of discussing these identical measures, 
it does not necessarily mean the time at which the Ordinances were promul- 
gated, the way in which the Ordinances were promulgated, the way in 
which the Ordinances were applied and the things that were done under the 
ordinances will be approved by the Legislature without having an oppor- 
tunity to discuss them under section 88(.^)(a). That is the express right 
conferred on this House, and neither the honourable Leader of the House 
nor the Speaker nor the Deputy Speaker for that matter can curtail the 
right of this House to express its specific disapproval of the ordinances that 
Government must place before this House under this provision. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I did not say that it would 
be redundant. I said it might be redundant. I made this clear, but, I 
think, I am entitled to say that it will be a waste of the time of the House 
if while we are consenting to the ordinances in the form of Bills to be turned 
into Acts we have, at the same time, further discussion on the merits and 
demerits of the Bill for the purpose of considering whether when it was 
passed it was in order or not, whether it should have been passed or not. 
I also believe that there will be quite a number of precedents that will be 
found in the legislative proceedings when Ordinances that have been objected 
to have not been allowed to lapse after delay of six weeks though they have 
been brought to this House for discussion. 

CHANDRA SINHA: May I make one submission, Sir? 
If that IS your ruling, it does no credit to Government to say that they 
previously fixed no dates for the discussion of resolutions expressing dis- 
approval of Ordinances. I also wonder, Sir, if such a thing has really taken 
place. I think I gave a precedent to you on the last occasion. That 
precedent refers to incidents that took place on the 28th November, 1989; 
the Ordinances were placed before the House, and discussion of those three 
Ordinances took place on the 8th December and resolutions were expressly 
moved and discussed by this House. That is the precedent. If it is a 
question of precedent I would beg through you, Sir, of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister to cite one precedent in favour of his arguments against the posi- 
tive precedent that I have cited. My contention is that there is no 
precedent in his favour and it is neither the intention of the rules nor the 
intention of the Government of India Act that these resolutions should not 

contrary. If that had not been the fact, it 
would have been specifically mentioned in the Government of India Act, 
and if Government takes the opportunity as the Hon’ble Chief Minister has 
said that it has done in the past, it is no credit to Government and it is a 
positive encroachment on the rights of this House. 

Mr. DHIRENpRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
Government of India Act lays down that an Ordinance shall cease to operate 
at me expiration of six weeks from the re-assembly of the Legislature, but 
if there is a resolution expressing disapproval and if the resolution is passed, 
cease to operate earlier. For these reasons, Sir, Government 
should fix a short date for the discussion of the resolution expressing dis- 
approval of the Ordinance; otherwise it will continue. So, it is the 
intention of the Government of India Act if a resolution be put forward 
Goveniment should fix an early date and give an opportunity to this House 
whether the House expresses its disapproval or approval. If there is 
approval it will cease to operate at the expiration of six weeks. If there is 
disapproval, it will cease to operate immediately on the passing of the 
resolution. So Government should immediately fix a date, a short date, and 
give an opportunity to this House to express its approval or disapproval of 
the Ordinance. 

Mr. Ca GUPTA S I think. Sir, the Leader of the House, after being 
ahown section 88, has now understood that it was incumbent upon him to 
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£x a date for diacussion or to introduce a Bill before the esmirati'on of six 
weeks from the re-assembly of the Assembly. I feel that from what has 
fallen from the Leader of the House, the Ordinances have been discredited 
by his statement that he is thinking that a Bill must be brought in when 
it may be redundant. 

If six weeks are allowed to expire before a Bill or legislative 
measure is completed it shows that Government themselves feel 
that the Ordinances are not required and possibly were not required. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You have misunderstood me, 
Mi*. Gupta. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Apart from the question of 
Government now coming up with Bills, it is essential to point out that 
Government are not entitled to bypass the provisions of section 88(^)(a). 
Sir, unlike what takes place in the British Parliament, here under our 
constitution extraordinary powers of legislation have been given to the 
Governor, but the Governor is expected to use those powers very sparingly 
and would not ordinarily use those powers by means of Ordinances, and the 
only safeguard given to this House .as the Legislature of the Province is 
that this House is entitled to examine such Orainances which the Governor 
may have thought ht to promulgate. And with a view to enable this House 
to consider ana criticize and approve or disapprove of such Ordinances, this 
scope of discussion is secured and given us under section 88(2) (a). I 
therefore suggest that it is the duty of the honourable the Leader of the 
House to ascertain whether the House intends, or any section of the House 
intends, to discuss such Ordinances, and, if so, then it is his duty to fix 
an early date, and not to deprive the House or any section of it the oppor- 
tunity of discussing the Ordinances. If the Leader of the House tries to 
circumvent the provisions of this Act which is a constitutional right of this 
House, if he withdraws his co-operation^ then it is a flagrant breach of the 
constitutional provision under which this House exists. I submit there is 
no other alternative left to the honourable the Leader of the House but to 
fix an early date for the discussion of it. One of these Ordinances covers 
very diverse grounds and grounds of a vital nature relating to the welfare 
of the people of this Province. We do not want Governor’s wantonly to 
promulgate Ordinances. We insist on having discussions on each one of 
the Ordinances about which already notices have been tabled by an honour- 
able member of this side of the House. It is not only a privilege of the 
Legislature but more so it is a privilege of the Opposition. I therefore ask 
through you, Sir, whether the honourable the Leader of the House will 
state here and now as to when he wishes to fix a date and give us an 
opportunity that we are entitled to get under the constitution and, as 
suggested oy you, it is for the Government to decide. We should like to 
know here and now when and for what period he proposes that the 
Ordinances should be discussed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: I have already said I have 
noted the wishes of the honourable members opposite, and I shall try my 
level best to fix suitable dates consistent of the requirements of Government 
business. There is no point in trying to delay matters. Government have 
got an infinite patience and, if necessary, Gover^ent can sit the whole 
year round in this House in order to finish its business. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I would point out that it is 
not merely Government business as such for after the laying of the 
Ordinances in the House it becomes the business of the House by a resolu- 
tion. It does not depend on the sweet will of the Government to fix a date 
or not. Therefore it is not enough to provide time within the limit of time 
that is at the disposal of Government for Government business. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS This is a point in deciding which I am 
unable to take help of any of the sections of the rules of proo^ure. 
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Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: May I refer yeu, Sir, to the relevant 
rules. Under rule 116 of the Assembly Procedure Rules the Speaker may, 
by orders not inconsistent with these rules, provide for matters for which 
no provision is made and may cive such directions as may be necessary for 
giving effect to these rules and such orders. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have understood your point. I agree 
with Mr. Sinha and I hold that these two mattep are quite distinct. 
Eesolutions disapproving of the Ordinances and the Bills are certainly two 
distinct things, and in my opinion Government should allot time before the 
expiry of six weeks from the date of the re-assembly of this House. That 
is the matter which I place before the House and I request the honourable 
the Leader of the House to fix up a date as early as possible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: With your leave. Sir, I beg 
to lay an Ordinance on the table, namely the Bengal Ordinance No. 3 of 
1947 — ^The Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance, 1947. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I beg to move a resolution 
disapproving the resolution. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is it not necessary to give notice P 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir, it is not. I am 
told that it is not necessary that any notice should be given under the rules 
for the laying of an Ordinance on the table. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Have they been circulated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: They will be circulated at 
once. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I rise on a point of order, Sir. I 
think the contention made by the honourable the Leader of the House is 
not quite correct. An Ordinance before it is laid on the table must be 
circulated to all the members of the House. I have not received any copy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 believe it has been 
circulated just at the time of laying it on the table. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I should like to know from the honourable 
members whether all sections of the House have got copies of these 

Ordinances (Cries of “Yes, Yes’" from the Government benches and of 

“No, No” from the Opposition benches). 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: We have on record here that 
copies of this particular Ordinance were sent to the Assembly Department 
on the 6th and I believe your office is very well run. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I agree with the observation of the honour- 
able the Leader of the House that my office is very well run, but I am told 
that no copies of the Ordinance have been received by our office. 

The. Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I give notice here that 
tomorrow I shall proceed to lay this Ordinance on the table. Since honour- 
able members desire that it should be on the order paper, may I, Sir, state 
here and now that tomorrow I shall lay the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force 
Ordinance, 1947, on the table. I understand once more that this Ordinance 
was sent to the Assembly Department. Perhaps your Department would 
be kind enough to lay all the papers on the table before the honourable 
members. 

Mr. DBPUTY SPEAKER: I am told by the Secretary of my office that 
the office did receive copies, but the office was not intimated the date on 
which Government woulu like this Ordinance to be laid on the table. There 
is no harm if the matter is placed tomorrow on the order paper. 
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Ifr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: May we know when we 
are going to have discuesion on the resolutions P 

ipir. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have got to adjourn the House again for 
prayers. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to introduce the 
Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir^ I beg to oppose the introduction 
of the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER> I would request Mr. Sinha to refer to 
rule 47 of the Procedure Pules. If the Bill had been published in the 
Gazette, and in this case 1 am informed that the Bill had already been 
published, the question of opposition to the introduction of the Bill does not 
arise. It is not before tbe House in the form of a motion. It is not for 
leave to introduce the Bill. It is merely introducing the Bill. So, the 
question of opposition does not arise. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I then rise on a point of order. 

I want to press this point of order, and I am going to raise very fundamental 
issues. 1 would not have raised this point of order had I not thought that 
you would go into these fundamental issues and consider the cntii'e question 
de novo and give your considered ruling on those points. My specific point 
of order is that there is nowliere in the rules any provision debarring opposi- 
tion to the very introduction even if it is done under rule 47. That is my 
point of order. 

I beg to read out to you rules 47 and 49. Pule 47 says: “The Governor 
may order the publication of any Bill (together with the Statement of 
Objects and Peasons accompanying it) in the Gazette, although no motion 
has been made for leave to introduce the Bill. In that case, it shall not be 
necessary 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Sir, may we know on what point he is 
speaking, whether he is speaking on his opposition to the Bill or on some 
other matter P 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER ; Let him finish. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: My point of order is that opposition 
can be permitted even at the introduction stage. As the Hon^ble Deputy 
Speaker was pleased to observe, under rule 47 it seems that there can be no 
opposition to a bill at the introduction stage. I am pressing a point of 
order contending that it is quite permissible under the rules to oppose even 
introduction of the Bill, That is my point of order. 

Pule 47 says: The Governor may order the publication of any Bill 
(together with the Statement of Objects and Peasons accompanying it) in 
the Gazette, although no motion has been made for leave to introduce the 
Bill. 

Pule 49 says: “If a ipotion for leave to introduce a Bill is opposed, 
the Speaker after permitting, if he thinks fit, a brief explanatory statement 
from the member who moves and from the member who opposes the motion, 
may, without further debate, put the question thereon.” 

My submission is that if a Bill is introduced under rule 49, the right of 
the Opposition to oppose the very introduction has been specifically given 
" mder rule 49. It has been said that “after a brief explanatory statement 
from the member who moves and from the member who opposes the motion” 
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—that gives specific right to oppose the very introduction of the Bill. Now, 
the question is whether that rignt exists in the case of rule 47 or not. That 
is the only question — whether that right of the Opposition exists in the case 
of rule 47 or not. 

I would submit to you a two-fold case. My first submission is that 
there exists the right of the Opposition even under rule 47, and my second 
submission is that the present Bill that has been just introduced has not 
been introduced under rule 47, but under rule 49 in the way of a motion 
and, as such, it has become a property of the House to be discussed, debated 
upon and thrown out, if necessary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sinha, please try to be short. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Yes, I am trying to be short. What 
is the specific purpose of this rule 47? The specific purpose of rule 47 is 
to secfire the first reading of the Bill. What is meant by the first reading 
of the Bill ? If you look to the procedure in the House of ConiTUons, you 
will find that the object of the first reading is to secure the printing of the 
Bill. It has been stated specifically in May's Parliamentary Practice. The 
procedure there is that Bills can be introduced under three orders, viz., 
Standing Order No. 10, Standing Order No. 32(1) and Standing Order 
No. 32(^) — one is in the case of a Bill to be intpduced without preliniinary 
proceedings and without a motion and another is in the case of a Bill that 
is to be introduced without a preliminary proceeding and without a motion 
and the third is in the case of a Bill that is to be introduced without preli- 
minary proceedings but with a motion. These are the three orders of three 
categories of Bills. 

Now, Sir, except in the case of those Bills which had some preliminary 
proceedings in the House and had been brought to the House as a result 
of some specific order or as a result of the deliberations of some committee 
of the House, excepting that case, the right of opposition at the introduc- 
tion stage — and I submit, not only the right of opposition but also the right 
of a lengthy debate at that stage — both these rights exist. It has been 
amply demonstrated in the case of the Protection of Life and Property Bill 
that was introduced with a motion after five continuous sittings had taken 
place and after the Speaker was physically exhausted and had to go home 
for sleep and dinner. That was the position. 

Now, Sir, my submission is that there is no provision in our rules to 
bring in a Bill with preliminary proceedings. There can be no Bill founded 
on an order of this House or a resolution of this House. Even if a Bill is 
founded on such an order or resolution, the rules, as at present stand, do 
not take cognisance of such preliminary proceedings. In that case it is 
quite logical in the House of Commons to dispense with the provision for 
objection at the stage of introduction because the preliminary discussions 
were held at the committee stage or when the resolution was put in the 
House. There being no provision like that in this House, I submit that, 
^jusl as fn the case of Standing Order No. 10 in the House of Commons and 
Standing Order No. 32 (J9) in the House of Commons, the right to oppose 
exists, similarly, Sir, this rule 47 here is merely a permissive rule, not a 
mandatory rule and does not take away the right of the Opposition to oppose 
tlie introduction of the Bill. I would like, Sir, to elucidate this point more. 
The point is what is the object of the first reading. The fundamental 
object of the first reading is to secure printing of the Bill. If I may quole 
May’s Parliamentary Practice it is stated there “A member may explain 
the object of the Bill, and give reasons for its introduction; but normally 
this is not the proper time — mark the word normally — ^for any lengthened 
debate upon its merits If the motion be opposed and if there is a likeli- 
hood of its bemg negatived and no further occasion arises for its discussion, 
pr if there are grounds of urgency, every opp^unity may be taken for a 
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full exposition of the character and objects of the Bill. Lengthened debates 
of this natnre took place on the Protection of Life and Property (Ireland) 
Bill and continued over five sittings, 24th Januaiy to 2nd February. The 
debate on Government of Ireland Bill, 1886, occupied four sittings, and that 
of Criminal Law and Procedure (Ireland) Bill, 1887, occupied five sittings. 

Then, Sir, I may further submit that even in the first reading there are 
several distinctive sub-stages which have to be gone through to come to an 
end of the first reading. If there is no necessity for having it published 
again that stage is dispensed with. These are the sub-stages: — First, the 
Bill has to be presented after leave has been given to the Bill. Then the 
Speaker calls upon the member to present the Bill and then the Bill is 
received. And then the Secretary puts it in this question form: “That 
the Bill be now read the first time”. That is the language of Parliament. 
That being so, if it is agreed to by the House, then it comes to the Public 
Bill office to oe drafted and printed. We know, Sir, that in the case of 
House of Commons a complete Bill is never presented on the first occasion. 
It is presented merely as a dummy and the object of the first reading is 
merely to secure printing of the Bill. That is the object of the first read- 
ing. What does this rule provide or even what do the Standing Orders of 
the House of Commons provide? The Standing Orders merely dispense 
with the necessity for going • through those distinctive sub-stages. 
Similarly, Sir, while moving this motion to introduce the Bill the Hon’ble 
Minister is calling upon the House to approve of this procedure so that all 
these distinctive sub-stages might not be gone through. It is merely a 
permissive provision. I am giving an analogy. In the case of starred 
questions the Honourable Minister has to get up and read out the answer, 
but for the convenience of the House it 'has been decided that in the case of 
unstarred ^estions, the Hon’ble Minister need not get up and read out^ the 
answers. But that does not, I submit, in any way, detract from the right 
of the Opposition to ask supplementary questions. Here also the position 
is exactly the same. The very fact that the preliminaries are being 
dispensed with does not in any way detract from the right of the Opposition 
to oppose the very introduction of the Bill. That is the position. Sir. I 
beg to submit that the very fact that the Bill has been published does not 
mean that the Opposition has no right to oppose the introduction of the 
Bill. The very fact that it has been laid before the House by way of a 
motion or the very fact that it has gone to the first reading means that it 
is a demand on the House for its approval to dispense with the preliminaries 
that must be gone through in the case of a Bill with a formal motion. This 
is my first point. 

My second point is that the Bill that has been introduced has not been 
introduced under rule 47 but under rule 49. I would refer you. Sir, to one 
precedent. I refer you to the proceedings of this House that took place on 
the ^th April, 1944. On that occasion, Si^the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan got up and said : “I beg leave of the House to introduce the Second- 
ary Education Bill”. On that. Sir, a point of order was raised by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal when he said that when a Minister gets up and says 
“I beg leave of the House to introduce a Bill”, as soon as a Minister gets 
up and says so, it at once becomes a motion. Had it been a Bill moved 
under rule 47, then the correct procedure would have been the procedure 
that was adopted at that time. The correct procedure would have been not 
for the Minister to get up^nd say “I beg leave to do such and such thing” 
but for the Secretary to ^t up and say that such and such Bill* had been 
introduced as is done in the case of communications from the Upper House. 
If you will go through the proceedings, Sir, you will find that the Speaker 
said: “As to the introduction, I have made it clear that so far as leave to 
introduce is concerned, it is not necessary in the case of Bills already 
published in the Gazette by Government. The question then arises as to 
whether that in itself is introduction.” These are the words of the Speaker, 
Sir. May I read out a few more sentences? “It has been stated by 
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Dr. Sanyal himself whether it is a mere question of acquainting the 
members with the Bill just by placing it before the House as in the case 
ot Ordinance or other matters’^’. 


Mr. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: On a point. of information, Sir. I want 
to know whether there has been any time-limit. 


Mr. il. C. GUPTA: It is a very important point. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sinha, you are making a very long 
speech. It is not necessary. You have spoken on your point of order quite 
sufficiently. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I have many more points. May 
I point out one thing ? 

Mr. MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Are you making a speech? 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Yes, on a point of order. 

Mr. il. C. GUPTA: He is only submitting his point of order. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: He is not entitled to make a speech on 
the point of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, S. SUHRAWARDY: It is practically his maiden 
speech. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I am finishing within a few 
minutes. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have understood your point of order. 
Your point is that you have a right to oppose the introduction of a Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I am referring to a decision 
from the €hair of the Central Assembly when on the introduction of the 
Currency Bill which had already been published in the Gazette one honour- 
able member wanted to oppose the introduction. The President pointed out 
— I am quoting it, Sir — “the honourable member cannot oppose the intro- 
duction. There is no motion before the House. Under rule 8() the Governor- 
General has got the power to order the publication of any Bill and, in that 
event, it is not necessary to move for leave to introduce a Bill.” That 
procedure has been adopted in this case, and the Hon^ble Chief Minister has 
now merely introduced the Bill, as the leave stage has been dispensed with. 
Honourable members can oppose any motion for leave to introduce a Bill, 
but in this case there is no such motion before the House. Here in this 
particular instance the Hon’ble the Chief Minister merely introduces the 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, I have understood your point. 
Before I give my ruling on this point I would request Mr. Sinha to look 
into the Order Paper first. The Order Paper clearly says that the Chief 
Minister “the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to proceed to introduce the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill', 1947.” I hold there is distinction 
between a motion for leave to introduce a Bill and introducing a Bill. I 
have referred to the Order Paper and I think all will be well advised to look 
into ther^lOrder Paper. So there is no motion before the House for leave to 
introduce any Bill. The matter would have been absolutely different if 
there had been a motion for leave to introduce a Bill before the House. At 
that time it would have been open to the Opposition to move that motion. 
But here there is no such motion. 

As regards the point as to whether introduction is under rule 47 or 
rule 49, considering the language put in the Order Paper I hold that it is 
under rule 47 and not under rule 49. 
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As r>e^ards the fitanding Order referred to in the iSouee of Commons ; 
here we have got a set of rules for conducting the business of our House. 
In the presence of specific rules for conducting the business of the House I 
do not think it is necessary for me to rely on the Standing Order of the 
House of Commons where the rules may be different on many points. As 
such the question of opposing the introduction does not arise. Besides I 
would also request my honourable friend Mr. Sinha to refer to the self-same 
ruling, namely, the ruling of 24th ApriL 1944. The observations made by 
Mr. Nausher Ali also support the view 1 have taken up. Mr. Nausher Ali 
also said on page 288 of the proceedings of this House that “it is however 
absolutely clear in the case of Bills already published in the Gazette that 
no question of leave of this House arises”. That part is absolutely clear. 
Now whether there should be any formality with regard to the introduction 
of the Bill, the rules are absolutely silent. Since there is no motion before 
the House for introducing the Bill, the question of opposing it does not 
arise. As such I hold that the Opposition or, for the matter of that, any 
member of this House has no right to oppose the motion to introduce the 
Bill in this House. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
My point of order is that the way in which this Bill has been drafted linking 
together ten Ordinances into one BilJ, is not permissible, and I will ask you 
to consider this aspect of the question before you call upon the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister to proceed further. 

Now, Sir, under section 88 of the Government of India Act the Ordinance 
is promulgated by the Governor under exceptional circumstances. The 
Ordinance has the force and effect of an Act of the Provincial Legislature — 
each Ordinance and not a number of Ordinances taken together, and each 
lias the force and effect of a separate Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, vSir. 
I am terribly sorry that I am interrupting Dr. Mookerjee. I wish to point 
out that this point of order may well be raised when I move that the Bill 
be taken into consideration and not now when there is nothing before the 
House to comment upon. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I thought. Sir, that you had 
allowed the Hon’ble Minister to introduce the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do you want to raise the point of order 
now, or afterwards, as suggested by the Leader of the House? I think it 
is a good suggestion by the Leader of the House. 

Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: As you like. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can well do that later on. 

Dr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: All right. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: On a point of order. Sir. I 
submit this House has no power to legislate on this subject. This Bill deals 
with the constitution of Civic Guards. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think you can raise that point after the 
motion for introduction is moved. There is nothing now before the House. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Before the JBill is introduced, Sir, I havie a point 
of order. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg leave to move 
that the Bengal Ordinance Temporary Enactment Bill be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. JYOTI BABU: Sir, before the BiU is introduced, I have a point 
of order. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has already mo^ed 
the introduction and now it is not your turn but Dr. Mookerjee'e. 

Mr. JYQTI EASU: I do not know whether the Speaker can act in this 
manner arbitrarily. I stood up to raise a point of order before the motion 
was moved, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you kindly sit down when I am on my 
legs, Mr. Basu? You have, Mr. Basu, made a very serious observation 
about the Chair. I would request you to consider whether you should have 
made an observation of this nature. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU : Did you hear what I said ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, I heard correctly as all other members 
of the House did. I think, Mr. Basu, it behoves you to be sorry for your 
conduct. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: I am sorry, Sir. 

Dr. SYAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir,^ my point, of order is that 
the form in which this Bill has been drawn up is vlfra vires, and the House 
cannot consider the Bill as drafted. I was referring to you section 88 of 
the Government of India Act, sub-section (2) which says that the Governor 
under exceptional circumstances can promulgate an Ordinance. Each 
Ordinance deals ■with a specific matter. Indeed ten Ordinances were pro- 
mulgated by the Governor since we last met in the Assembly which we are 
considering now. Each Ordinance has the force and effect of an Act of 
the Provincial Legislature, and certain conditions have to be fulfilled in this 
connection. The first of them is that each Ordinance shall he laid before 
the Provincial liOgislature. Fp till now none of these Ordinances 
has been laid before the Legislature. 

Mr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: All of them have been laid on the table. 

Dr. SYAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: All of them? 

The Hon’Ille Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, they were laid on the 
3rd and I have received notices of resolutions. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: I stand corrected. I am 
coming to the next stage. These Ordinances will expire at the end of six 
weeks from the commencement of tihe Session of the Assembly unless a 
resolution is passed to the contrary earlier. Already notices have been given 
and a few minutes ago you yourself directed that it was desirable that 
Government should allot a day for the consideration of these resolutions. 
Until and unless those resolutions are considered it is not incumbent upon 
the Government to circumvent the provisions of the Act and bring ^ up a 
separate Bill for the purpose of continuing those Ordinances. That is my 
first point that you will not allow any consideration of the Ordinances until 
• the resolutions of which notice has been given are considered by the House 
on a date to be allotted by you on the advice of the Government. 

But there is another question, Sir, which is even of greater importance, 
and that is that if the Ordinances are to continue as Acts of the Legislature, 
then each Ordinance is to be incorporated in the forin of a Bill. I think it 
is a procedure unprecedented in the course of any Legislature in this country 
where an attempt is made to enact 10 different kinds of legislative measures 
and put them into one Bill by merely mentioning them as Ordinances which 
Were originally passed ; in other words, this is an attempt to extend the life 
of the Ordinance which is limited to a period of six weeks after the opening 
of the Legislature under section 88, clause 2, of the Government of India 
Act. And tWs, Sir, the Government has no right to do. If you read the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons you will find that the ^ Hqn^ble Chief 
Minister himself realises his difficulty. He knows that this gives him no 
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permanent solution at all. He therefore indicates in his Statement of 
Objects and Eeasons that he will have to regularise it by bringing forward 
a separate Bill for each of the Ordinances. In fact, that is the only thing 
which he can do, but he pleads lack of time and he pleads many other things 
and until the Bills can be brought before the Legislature in accordance with 
the provisions of the law and the rules he proposes to bring forward this 
unprecedented measure. He says that this will be given first a lease of six 
months* life and and again at the discretion of the Provincial Government 
a further lease of six months* life; in other words, the Ordinance which the 
Governor alone can pass in the absence of the Legislature which is limited 
to a short period of six weeks after the commencement of the fi.rst session 
of the Legislature following the promulgation of such Ordinance, is proposed 
to be extended by six months in the first instance and another six months 
in next instance. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Kindly try to be short. I understand your 
point. 

iDr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: If you understand it and if you 
agree with me, I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: I rise on a point of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you rising on a fresh point of order? 
I have not disposed of the point of order raised by Dr. Mookerjee. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: My point raises whether this Bill can 
be proceeded with. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not want to hear you on this point. 
If Mr. Eoy wants to say anything I will hear him. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Ho, I would like to hear the Leader of 
the House. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: There is a fresh point on the same thing. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let me dispose of this point, then I will 
hear your point. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: I have never taken much of your time. 
I shall not take more than three minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not want to hear you on this point. 
Dr. Mookerjee has been sufficiently clear. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: I want to raise this point merely as an 
additional point bearing on this point of order. I say that the Statement 
of Objects and Eeasons says that Bills for the latter purpose will be 
separately introduced. There arises a difficulty because under the rules 
Bills of the same type cannot be introduced in the same session. If I may 
quote to you from May’s Parliamentary Procedure, it says that no Bill of 
the same substance can be brought in the same session and these Ordinances 
and the Bills that would be brought hereafter will be of the same type. If 
there was no reference to Bills for the latter purpose being brought in and 
if these Bills were not circulated 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEA|<:ER: Mr. Ghose, I have understood your point. 

Mr. J. C. CUPTA: !We want to know from the Leader of the House 
whether his action is not a circumvention of section 88 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: How can it be a circumven- 
tion when I am placing the provisions of the Ordinances before this House 
for its concurrence. If I were to do this without placing it before this 
House it would be circumvention but the House is at liberty to express its 
views. 
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Sir, this is not an unprecedented measure. There are precedents to it. 
We ar^ not enacting all the Ordinances either also if I maj^^reply to that 
part of the argument. All these are not becoming Bills. _ We are merely 
enacting the provisions of the Ordinances and they are being enacted by 
reference. I realise that it would be unfair to the House if subsequently 
we did not bring these Ordinances in the form of Bills so that the House 
may have an opportunity of expressing its opinion on the various provisions 
of the Bill and making such amendments therein as it may wish to do. Had 
I not had that idea in mind then surely the House could have said that I 
was adopting a very short cut. But in view of the fact that under the law 
as it stands all these Ordinances will lapse within six weeks of the sitting 
of the Assembly, in view also of the fact that it is administratively absolutely 
impossible that these Ordinances can be turned into Acts within the period 
of six weeks, and in view further of the fact that some of these Ordinances 
or all these Ordinances are of the greatest importance and should be made 
Acts, we have no other alternative but to have recourse to this method of 
first enacting the provisions of this Act and then subsequently when the 
opportunity occurs to place these Ordinances before the House as separate 
Bills for enactment. 

As I said, Sir, this is not unprecedented and I refer the honourable 
members to Act No. I of 1915 of the Central Legislature which was enacted 
precisely for the same reasons as these. May I read the provisions of the 
Act? An Act to continue in force the provisions of certain Ordinances. 
Whereas the Ordinances mentioned in the Schedule are temporary in their 
duration and in virtue of section 23 of the Indian Councils Act, 1861, are 
limited to expire within the period of six months from their promulgation, 
as they are limited to expire within six weeks of the sitting of the Assembly. 

Whereas owing to the state of war existing between His Majesty the 
King Emperor and certain foreign Powers — and whereas in view of the fact 
that it is physically and legislatively impossible to enact these Ordinances 
within the time at our disposal — ^it is expedient to provide for the 
continuance as in this Act mentioned of the provisions contained in those 
Ordinances, it is hereby enacted as follows; — 

“1. This Act may be called the Emergency Legislation Continuance 
Act, 1915. 

2. The provisions of the Ordinances mentioned in the Schedule shall 
have effect as if they had been enacted by the Governor-General in Council 
and shall be in force during the continuance of the present war and for a 
period of six months thereafter: 

Provided that the Governor-General in Council may by notification in 
the Gazette of India direct that any provision in any of the said Ordinances 
shall cease to be in force at any earlier date which may be specified in such 
notification.” 

I even read passages which are not necessary for our purpose because the 
Act is a short one and I think the House should be in seizin of the Act. 
Now, the Schedule comes. There are nine Ordinances, all in the Schedule. 
They are Ordinances made by the Governor-General of India under 
section 23 of the Indian Councils Act and accordingly the Act was enacted 
and the provisions of the Ordinances came into force. 

Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: If you go back, no legislation will be 
necessary. 


Mr. J. C. GUPTA: We are bound now by the Government of India 
Act, 1935. The Leader of the House has referred to Acts of 1861. All 
these have been repealed. Under the Government of India Act, 1935, 
according to the provisions of section 88, there cannot be any ordinance or 
continuing Ordinance except as provided under section 88(2). There was 
no such prohibition in the earlier Act or in the ninth schedule of the 
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Government of India Act under section 72. Therefore that could he conti- 
lined, but under the Constitution Act of 1935 it has been made absolutely 
clear that a Governor’s Ordinance or ministerial Ordinance in the provinces 
and the Governor-General’s Ordinance— -all these will cease to have any 
effect after six weeks from the commencement of the Assembly, and that 
being the express provision my honourable friends cannot move a Bill for 
the continuation of that Ordinance which will clearly violate ^ the express 
provisions of the Constitution Act as embodied in sub-section (2) (a), 
because if there is any Ordinance by virtue of the contrivance which the 
Leader of the House is seeking to resort to, then section 88 (^) can be made 
nugatory, but no legislation can have the privilege of working against the 
express provisions ot this Constitution Act. 

The Hon’ble Mr« H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs May I repeat. Sir, that we 
are not continuing Ordinances ? We are enacting on the floor of the House, 
as every Legislature has got the right to enact, the provisions of those 
Ordinances by virtue of this provision. As I have stated I entirely agree 
with the honourable member that we cannot continue the Ordinances merely 
by coming to the floor of this House and saying that we are enacting the 
Ordinances and continuing them. 

Dr. 8Y AM APR AS AD MOOKERJEE: If Mr. Suhrawardy agrees with 
us, then he may look at clause 2 of section 89. The language is “the 
Ordinance shall continue in operation for six months.’’ May I make one 
submission. Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is now 7-30. I do not want to give my 
ruling now. I have heard the submissions of the honourable memWs. 1 
will give my ruling later on. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-35 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 12th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 12th February, 1947, at 4-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Ali) in the Chair, 8 Hon^ble 
Ministers and 207 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Supplementaries to Starred Question No. 27 (which was carried over from 
11th February, 1947). 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that about 40 villages were taken for military purposes and that although 
the miltary have gone away they have not yet returned the lands? 

Mr. HAM I DU DD IN AHMED. The lands will be returned as soon as 
the military authorities pass order for release. 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
refugee camps have been opened in some of these lands? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes, some of these lands were secured 
from the military authorities for the purpose. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what steps arc being taken to get immediate sanction from the 
military authorities for the return of these lands to the owners? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: This Government has written to the 
military authorities, and they cannot do anything more. In some cases 
local officers have taken the initiative of their own accord and in anticipa- 
tion of military sanction have taken possession of the lands. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if sanction was necessary for giving shelter to the Bihar refugees? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: When was that sanction obtained 
by the Government ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I have already said that some of the 
properties were given back to the owners in anticipation of military 
sanction. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I want the date when they were 
returned ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state when will the Bihar refugees evacuate those villages? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I submit that this does not arise 
out of this question. 

10 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why this discrimination was shown in obtaining sanction 
lor the Bihar refugees while no sanction was obtained from the military 
authorities for giving them over to the original owners? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHM€D: My friend is labouring under a mis- 
apprehension. My answer was, in some cases the local officers t6ok the 
initiative and put the owners back to their lands in anticipation of military 
sanction. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of setting up a machinery to 
move the military authorities and the Central Government in the matter? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; No. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (a) {in} 
wherein it is stated that out of 10,130 acres of land requisitioned 3,936 
acres have been released up to date, does the Hon’ble Minister consider 
this result to be satisfactory? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of appointing a committee 
of the members of this House to enter into the evacuees’ problem in the 
province ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I submit this question does not 
arise. 


Khas land in Bagerhat subdivision. 

*28. Dr. MOZAMMEL HOSSAIN; Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue I)ej)artment be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that there are thousand acres of '^Jchas lands” 
in the char area in the Bagerhat subdivision; and 

(h) whether the lands are settled by auction at a very high rate every 
year ; 

(c) if the answer to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason why the lands are not 
settled permanently? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur 
RAHMAN): (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. NARENDRA SINGH SINCHI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to elucidate the reasons for liis negative answer in (a)? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The answer is “No”. 

Mr. NARENDRA SINGH SINGHI: What does he mean by “No”? 
Does he mean that there are no c/iar lands in the Bagerhat subdivision? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The question is whether it is a fact 
that there are thousand ^cres of **khas lands” in the char area in the 
Bagerhat subdivision, and my answer is “No”. 

Mr. DHIRENRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any khas land in this char area in the 
Bagerhat subdivision? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I have nothing further to add. 
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Mr. 8URE8H QHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: 

(?i ‘No’ ^ c*rQ?n thousand acrec^ char aorec^ 

Khas lander c^WfCPi^, ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The answer to the question is there. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there is any khas land at all in the Bagerhat 
subdivision, and, if so, what would be the area of such khas land in that 
subdivision ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: So far as the first part of your question is 
concerned, it is a repetition of the question put by Mr. Datta, to which a 
reply has been given. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the approximate area of khas land within that 
subdivision ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the honourable member kindly 
repeat his question? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there is any khas land at all in the Bagerhat 
subdivision, and, if so, what is the approximate area of such khas land? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: There are no khas lands in the sense 
in which it has been used in the question, but there are some attached 
lands of the Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: What is the meaning of 
^‘attached land” ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Attached lands are lands which have 
been attached by the Government under some section of the Civil Procedure 
Code. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state by what process of law those lands were attached — 
whether under a decree of any court of law or by any executive fiat? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Those lands were attached under 
various provisions of the Acts in force. 

Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any khas land in any char in the Bagerhat 
subdivision ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question has already been answered. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the lands were attached and for what purposes? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: If my friends go through the question 
a bit minutely and carefully, they will understand that the questioner’s 
object was to find out whether khas lands w'ere settled. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: We do not want a sermon from the 
Parliamentary Secretary. We want a straight answer. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Your question does not deserve any 
answer. • 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Do not usurp the function of the 
Deputy Speaker. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us the dates 
when these attachments were made and the purposes for which the attach- 
ments were made? 
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Mfi DEPUPTY SPEAKER: This question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given just 
now by the Parliamentary Secretary, viz., that these lands were attached 
by the Government under certain provisions of law. If that is the ansTver, 
the relevant question would be for elucidating the purposes for which 
the lands were attached and we will put further question as to whether 
the lands are being used for the purposes for which these lands were 
attached . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not necessary for me to give the 
reasons, but I am giving the reasons all the same. The question relates 
to hhas lands and the reply was that there was no khas land. In reply 
to a supplementary question, it has been said that there are some lands 
under attachment — they are not khas lands. So, I am not allowing a 
further supplementary on this. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Sir, may I make a 
submission to you? If an answer is given t© a question and on a supple- 
mentary question allowed by you a further answer is given which reveals 
any new facts, then members of this House are entitled to ask further 
supplementary questions based on answers already given by the Hon’ble 
Minister. That is an undisputed position relating to the rules on 
questions. Now, as the Hon’ble Minister has volunteered ’to give this 
House a piece of information that there were lands attached by Govern- 
ment, one is entitled to ask supplementary questions as to when that land 
was attached, as to whom that land belonged at the time when it was 
attached and for what purpose it was attached — these are relevant supple- 
mentary questions which, I submit, ought to be allowed because they 
directly arise out of the answer given. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not accept the first proposition which 
you seem to propound that if a question is relevant to the answer to any 
supplementary question, that question must in all cases be allowed. 
However, I do not want to give a ruling on that point, but so far as this 
question is concerned, I do not allow this question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether those attached lands were settled by auction? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What is the rate of rent? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any land has been settled by auction 
during the last 5 years? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I have nothing further to say. I have 
already stated that some attached lands are settled year to year by auction. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH DHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the rate at which the lands are attached? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDII^ AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (c), wiU 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any lands settled from among 
these khas lands were attached permanently? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: These attached lands cannot be settled 
permanently and as there is no khas land to be settled permanently, that 
question does not arise. 
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Mr, NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: What does the Government 
propose to do with the attached lands, as the Hon’ble Minister has referred 
to? 

Mr, HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Attached lands, as I have already 
stated, are settled year to year by auction. They cannot be permanently 
settled, because there is no certainty as to when the lands are going to be ' 
released. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Do 1 understand the Hon’ble 
Minister as stating that lands attached by the Government for certain 
purposes are being auctioned from year to year and settled yearly? 

Mr, HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any of the owners of the attached lands have 
applied for settlement or rather release of the lands for the purpose of their 
own use? 

Mr, HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the lands have been settled with 
agriculturists or zemindars or jotedars? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Scale of pay of the Veterinary Assistant Surgeons. 

6, Mr, Md. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture (Veterinary) Department be ])leased to 
stale — 

{a) the present scale of pay of the Veterinary Assistant Surgeons; 

(b) whether it is a fact that a number of posts is lying vacant for want 
of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons; and 

(0) whether the Government propose to revise the scale of pay of the 

Veterinary Assistant Surgeons? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE (VETERINARY) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): {a) The present 
scale of pay of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons is Ks. 50 — (i/2 — 80 — 5/2 — 115. 

(5) No. These vacancies have been filled up by Veterinary Graduates 
available from time to time. 

{c) Yes. As a temporary measure all Veterinary Assistant Surgeons, who 
are in receipt of a pay less than Its. 75 per mensem have been allowed to 
draw an ad hoc pay of Ks.75 per mensem, pending the general revision of 
their pay scale. 

Increase of one seat for Scheduled Castes in ward 29, 

7, Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
stat c ' ' 

(1) the present number of Scheduled Caste population in each ward of 

the Calcutta Corporation; and 

{ii) the number of seats of Councillors reserved for members of Scheduled 
Caste community in each ward? 

{h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the number of Scheduled Caste population is larger in ward 29 
than in the wards 3, 18, 19 and 28; and 

{ii) that in ward 29 there is no seat reserved for Scheduled Castes? 
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(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Ministe: 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of — 

(i) amending the Calcutta Municipal Act; and 

(it) allotting two seats to ward 29 including one seat reserved fo: 

Scheduled Castes? 

(d) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of — 

(i) reducing one seat from among the three nominated seats; and 

(ii) allotting one seat to the Scheduled Caste representing ward 29? 

(e) In view of the larger population in ward 29 in comparison with the 
other four wards mentioned above, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of reducing one Scdieduled Caste seat reserved for 
each of these wards and reserving one seat for Scheduled Castes in 'ward 29 
instead ? 

(/) If the answers to (d) and (e) are in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali); ((i)(i) A statement showing 
the Scheduled Caste population, in each ward of the Calcutta Corporation 
accordiTig to tlie Census of 1941, is laid on the Table. The present number 
of members of Scheduled Castes in each ward is not available. 

(u) Four seats of Councillors are reserved for members of Scheduled 
Castes, one each in wards e3, 18, 19 and 28. 

(h) (i) According to the Census of 194! the i)opulation of Scheduled Castes 
in ward 29 is less than that in ward 8 and larger than that in wards 18, 19 
and 28. 

(ii) Yes. 

(c), (d), (e) and (/) The allocation of seats in the different wards was not 
based on population alone but some other factors such as importance of parti- 
cular wards, the municipal rates paid by a particular community, etc., were 
taken into consideration. Government is not considering at present the 
desirability of amending the Calcutta Municipal Act so as to provide a seat in 
ward 29 for members of the Scheduled Castes. If seats are to be reserved 
cn the basis of population alone, several other wards, viz., wards 8, 9, 20, 21, 
22, 24 and 25 which have each a larger population than in ward 29 have a 
better claim for seats for members of Scheduled Castes than ward 29. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a)(i) of hnstarred Question No. 7, 
showing the population of Scheduled Castes in the various wards of the 
Calcutta Corporation according to the Census of 1941. 


1. 

Shampukur 


494 

17. 

Baman Basteo 

64 

2. 

Kumartali 


374 

18. 

Tangra 

1,441 

3. 

Bartolla 


2,604 

19. 

Entally 

1,931 

4. 

Sukea Street 


1,744 

20. 

Baniapukur 

2,766 

6. 

Jorabagan 


1,063 

21. 

Ballygunge 

4,266 

6. 

Jorasanko 


1,641 

22. 

Bhowanipur 

2,463 

7. 

Barabazar 


187 

23. 

Kalighat 

1,307 

8. 

Colootola 


3,269 

24. 

Alipore 

2,670 

9. 

Muchipara 

> 

2,686 

26. 

Ekbalpore 

2,296 

10. 

Bowbazar 


1,172 

26. 

Watgunge and Hastings 

1,944 

LI. 

Puddapukur 


781 

27. 

Tollygnnge 

2,164 

12. 

Waterloo Street 


236 

28. 

Beliaghata 

1,636 

13. 

Fenwick Bazar 


1,961 

29. 

Manicktala 

2,183 

14. 

Taltola 


1,324 

30. 

Belgachia 

976 

15. 

Kalinga 


872 

31. 

Satpukur 

668 

16. 

Park Street 


260 

32. 

Cossipore 

1,196 
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Amendment of Bengal Village Self-Government Aot. 

Si Mr. M, A. SALAM: Will the Hoii’ble Minister in charge of the 
Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether Government propose to amend the Bengal Village Self- 

Government Act in the light of the recommendations of the How- 
lands Committee and the Chowkidari Enquiry Committee in the 
near future; and 

(h) if so, whether the Government propose to amend it in accordance 
with the present-day jmlitical, social and economic backgrounds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) The recommendatione of 
the Howlands Committee and the (^howkidari En(}iiiry Committee are under 
consideration of Government. It is proposed to amend the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act to implement the recommendations of the Committees 
which are accepted by Government as soon as possible. 

(b) Yes, as far as practicable. 

Settlement ef persens evicted from bustees. 

9. Dr, A. M, MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(0) whether the Calcutta Improvement Trust have served notices to 

different bustees asking the inhabitants to leave their homesteads 
for acquiring the vacant plots for the im])rovem(‘nt of th(‘ city; 

[h) if so, the number of such evicted people; 

(r) how many Muslims and how many non-Muslims are affected; and 

(d) wheiher the Government have made any arraugemeni for jwoviding 
these men with new homes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) No: the Land Aecpiisition 
Collector, Calcutta, is the authority responsible for giving vacant possession 
to the Triisi. He has given notices to vacate in two schem(‘s whi(!h were 
sanctioned three years ago but which could not be implemented on account 
of the war. 

(h) and (c) “Two thousand and ninety-nine families, of which 559 are 
Muslims and 1,540 are Hindus. The number of i>er 80 i)s involved is not 
known.” 

(d) No: but the Trust has a rehousing scheme, to be ready shortly, in 
the Entally area; and is preparing a rehousing scheme in the Grey Street 
area, in order to minimise inconvenience to displaced persons. ^ It may be 
added that the Land Acquisition Colled or is generous in allowing time to 
displaced persons for finding other accommodation. 

Functions of Chief Medical Officers of districts. 

10. Mr. SERAJUDDIN AHMED; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Health Department be pleased to state what are the functions 
of Chief Medical Officers of districts? 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(1) that most of the time of Chief Medical Officer of Midnapore district 

is spent up in attending to routine matters such as issuing permits 
of quinine, etc. ; and 

(ii) that the public thereby is deprived of his expert advice as a medical 
man? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) By the term '"Chief Medical 
Officer’’ presumably the honourable member means, “Civil Surgeon” of the 
district there being no such officer as Chief Medical Officer of Midnapore. 

The Civil Surgeon is in charge of the Medical Administration of the 
district and has to perform duties in connection with running the administra- 
tion, e.g.,— 

(1) Holding the direct charge of the Sadar Hospital. 

(2) Carrying on Medical Examination of the employees of Government 

offices and granting certificates. 

(3) Carrying on inspection and supervision regarding the opening and 

maintenance of all hospitals and dispensaries in the district. 

(4) In some districts management of jail work as Superintendent of the 

Jail. 

(6) « No. 

{ii) Does not arise. 

(c) Docs not arise. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Representation of Bengal in Food and Agricultural Conference at Copenhagen. 

•29. Mr. MD. ISRAIL: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether the Government ol 
Bengal recommended any member of this House for tlie position of a non- 
official associate member of All-India Delegation to the Food and Agricul- 
tural Conference to be held this year at Copenhagen, Denmark ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether th( 
recommendation of this Government has been accepted by the Governmeni 
of India H 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, w'ill the Hon’ble Minister b( 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact tha' 
a person other than the one recommended by tliis Government has beei 
deputed by the India Government? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased to state whether an] 
protest was lodged by this Government for not accepting their recommenda 
tion in this matter? 

(/) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Ministe: 
be pleased to state whether he is an official or non-official? 

(ff) If he is an official, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is he; 

(it) how he managed to get his name accepted hy the India Government 

(iii) whether the Government of Bengal was consulted in selecting him 

(tv) whether he visited Delhi during last 2 months; if so, how man] 
times; and 

(v) the reason of his visit to Delhi? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hoesain): 

(a) Yes. 

(6) No. 
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(c) I am not aware of the reason. The final selection was made by the 
Government of India. 

(d) and (/) With the concurrence of the Provincial Government an official 
from Bengal was included in the delegation by the Government of India. 

(c) No. The question of a protest did not arise as the Government of 
India were not bound to accept the recommendation of the Provincial Gov- 
ernment and there was no assurance at any stage that such recommendation 
would be accepted. 

(g) (i) He is Secretary to Government in the Department of Agri- 
culture, Forests and Fisheries. 

(it) and (m) He was selected by the Government of India with the con- 
currence of the Provincial Government. 

(tv) Ho visited Delhi only once during the period mentioned. That was 
after he had been selected. 

(-r) For receiving advice from the Government of India and making^ 
necessary arrangements for the journey to Europe. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: AVith reference to 
question (</), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
was any instruction from the Central Government to recommend the names 
of the members of this House? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No, there was no definite instruction about 
that. They only wanted suggestions. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon'ble Minister bo 
pleased to state when was the selection made? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The decision of the Central Government was 
communicated to this Provincial Government by their letter, dated the 
22nd August, 1940. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any reason was assigned for not 
accepting the recommendation of the Government of Bengal? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if the Bengal Government recommended any member of 
this House? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: AAill the Hon’ble Minister h& 

pleased to state the name of the member recommended? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. T. Ali, m.l.a., Deputy Speaker of this- 
House. 


Combating drinking habit among colliery population. 

•30. Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Excise Department be pleased to state -~ 

(a) the comparative figures of the number of shops for the sale of 
country-made liquor within the mining settlement area, AsansoU 
for the last five years ; 

(h) the total annual sale proceeds from the shops for the last five years; 
and 

(c) what steps do the Government propose to take to combat the drink* 
ing habit among the colliery population? 
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MINISTER in charge of the EXCISE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. Mohammed All): (a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) The figures are not readily available. 

(c) The policy at present pursued by Government is to promote prohibi- 
tion by upgrading of taxation and gradual abolition of shops on the recom- 
mendation of the Excise Licensing Boards which are manned largely by 
representatives of public bodies and of the public in general. 

I want to supplement this answer. The members of this House are 
perhaps aware that we have introduced prohibition now in the district of 
Bakarganj. Prohibition was in force in the district of Noakhali and parts 
of Chittagong and Tippera last year and this year we are proposing that 
from 1st April, prohibition will be introduced in the district of Bakarganj. 


Statement refeTred to in reply to clavse (a) of starred question No. 30. 


Mining Area. 


No. of shops. 


Asaneol 

Barakar 

Bianiganj 

Ondal 


1941 * 42 . 1942 - 43 . 

5 5 

6 6 

6 6 

3 3 


1943 - 44 . 

5 

6 


1944 - 46 . 1946 - 46 . 

5 5 

6 6 

6 6 

3 3 


Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (c), where 
the policy of the Government has been laid down as one of gradual aboli- 
tion of shops, will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state how many 
shops out of 20 in Asansol are going to be closed down this year? 


The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid, I cannot answer 
that question off-hand, but I want to clarify this policy. The policy is 
that when any licence falls vacant, when there is a vacancy of a shop, 
then it is generally not granted to anybody else. Therefore, there is a 
gradual reduction in the number of liquor and country-liquor shops. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: In view of the elucidation the Hon’bie 
Minister has made is he in a position to state whether prohibition is going 
to be introduced in the Burdwan district this year? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: In view of the answer 
given by the Hon ’hie Minister, may we know whether prohibition is likely 
to be introduced in any of the Western Bengal districts? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: This year? No, Sir. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: In the coming year, I mean. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say what will happen 
next year. We propose to extend the prohibition from district to district 
and this year prohibition ^11 be enforced in two districts completely and 
in two other districts partially. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state in which area in the Tippera district prohibition has been 
introduced ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the area off-hand, 
but I can state generally that the area contiguous to the district of 
Noakhali has been declared as a dry area. 
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Mfi A. Fi STARKE Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what 
the loss of revenue will be from the enforcement of prohibition in the 
district of Bakarganj and two other areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: In the district of Bakarganj, it 
may be in the neighbourhood of Its. 80,000 or a lakh of rupees. I may 
add that this will be counterbalanced by an increase in the duty leviable 
on the imported foreign liquor, and we have increased this duty on the 
imported foreign liquor from the 1st of February. In other words, we 
will have this prohibition without much loss to the provincial revenue. 
This revenue will be contributed partly by Mr. Stark. (Laughter.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many liquor shops were abolished in the district 
of Noakhali and during which period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Brohibition was introduced in 
Noakhali some time ago in accordance with the decision of the then 
Ministry, but during the war period this prohibition was kept suspended, 
and after the assumption of office by this Ministr\ last year, we reintro- 
duced pndiihition in the district of Noakhali. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be ])leased to state how many liquor shops sijjce then have been abolished 
within lh(‘ disirici? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid, 1 want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a), in 
the tabular from we find that there has b(*en no abolition in those place.s, 
viz., Asarisol, Barakar, Kaniganj and Ondal, Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to enlighten us in which districts and in wliai nuTuber the shops 
have been abolished for the i)urpose of prohibition ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: i have already stated that the 
policy ado])te(l by Government is gradual abolition of shoi)s, this is on a 
provincewide scale, and total abolition of sho])s in those places which 
have been declared as dry by the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. RAJ AN I KANTA PRAMANIK: 

CT Licensing Board ct ^ Shop abolish recommend 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is not exactly correct. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the district of Noakhali was selected for total 
prohibition ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Because demand from that 
district was the greatest for prohibition. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether as a result of total prohibition people of 
Noakhali have become more sober? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr, MANORANJAN DHAR: With reference to the Excise Licensing 
Boards, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which j)ublic bodies 
are represented in those Boards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Municipalities, district boards 
and other recognised associations and if the honourable member will refer 
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to the constitution of these Excise Licensinp^ Boards — I am sure he will 
be able to get a copy in the library — he will easily find the associations 
and public bodies represented on the Boards. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIfiULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many liquor shops were started in the 
district of Noakhali during the war for military purposes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have not got the figures with 
me here. 

Mr. MADAR BUX: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is going to introduce prohibition in North Bengal as a whole? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS We are not introducing prohibi- 
tion on zonal system. We are introducing prohibition gradually on district 
basis. So the question of North Bengal as a whole does not arise. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there is any demand for proliibition 
from West Bengal districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The demand is not very pressing. 

Mr. BANKU BIHARI MANDAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased lo state whether Government will give any compensation to the 
vendors who have lost their shops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Of course, we had a very strong 
representation from excise vendors on this point. They said that the 
Government of Bombay have adopted a scheme of rehabilitation of the 
excise vendors who are thrown out of employment as a result of the 
Bombay Government’s policy and they wanted that we should take up a 
similar scheme though they could not supply us with facts and figures of 

the Bombay Scheme. I promised to consider the matter and ask the 

Government of Bombay for their schemes, but, as a matter of fact, I could 
not render any help to these vendors at this stage. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state when this Government have written to the Bombay 
Government for their scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The representation was received 
only a few days back. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he has written to the Bombay Government or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am not very sure. This took 

place only about 7 or 8 days ago. I do not know whether a letter has 

actually gone or not. ^ 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if they are serious about writing to the Bombay 
Government and if any answer is obtained w’hether they are serious about 
giving effect to that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot outline what the 
Government’s attitude will then be. The only thing that I could promise 
so far is to refer the matter to the Bombay Government asking for their 
schemes. After the schemes are received, we can consider the merits of 
the schemes. We cannot make any commitment on behalf of Government 
at this stage. 
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Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon^bJe Minister bo pleased to state 
how many years will they take for total prohibition of Bengal province- 
wise, if they proceed in this way ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED All: I am afraid, I cannot give the 
date. I am not an astrologer. The problem of introduction of prohibi- 
tion over the whole province is a problem which bristles with difficulties, 
and therefore, it is not possible to state when we can have a provincewise 
prohibition. Then again so far as Calcutta is concerned, the matter 
stands on a difl'erent footing altogether, because it is a cosmopolitan city, 
[t is a moot point, whether the Government have any right to interfere 
«vith the liberties of other nationals. It is a problem which will be 
seriously dealt with, but I am afraid, 1 cannot state at this stage, now 
when we can have a complete and total prohiidtion in this province. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government contemplates in the near future 
to introduce proliibitiou in labour areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We have not outlined yet what 
:)ur next step will be, but w^o have decided that thei'e should be prohibi- 
tion and rapid extension of proliibition in the province. The present is 
merely a short-term measure which we have adopted in Noakhali and we 
are now extending it to Bakarganj. But what our long-term policy will 
be is still engaging the attention of Government. 


Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the Bombay Government is starting proliibition with the town 
of Bombay, because in Bombay the question of jiroliibition is more urgent? 
I submit that in tow'iis like Calcutta and Bombay prohibition should be 
immediately introduced. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The Government of Bombay 
have introduced ])rohibition in their metropolitan city of Bombay, but 
that is no reason why Bengal should blindly follow any step taken by 
the Government of Bombay or any other Government. Bengal has its 
own })robh‘iu and is competent to take up and tackle its own problem in 
its own way. We have before us. Sir, the famous prohibition policy of 
the Government of the Uniied States of America, which was adopted 
under the leaderslii]) of Mr. Pussifoot Johnson which, however, ultimately 
proved to be a failure. So this is a problem w'hich must be tackled 
very carefully and after having taken all kinds of precautionary measures. 
We cannot rush into this measure without taking into consideration the 
repercussions of this policy. Therefore we cannot take up a big venture 
by taking up Calcutta first. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: In view of the answer just given 
regarding a reference made by the Hon’ble Minister to the prohibition 
policy of the United States of America, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is considering the desirability of resiling from the 
position now taken up by him as they did then in America ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. I said that we must 
proceed very cautiously and slowly. We cann<»l rush in any measure and 
I said that even a State like the United States of America realised the 
mistake and resiled. Therefore, I emphasized the point that we have to 
proceed cautiously and carefully. 
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Regarding certain discharged employees of Civil Supplies Department. 

•31. Mr. JYOTI BA8U: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the following 
employees of the Civil Supplies Department were discharged during the last 
three months: — 

{i) Tridib Nath Das (Inspector, Transportation) ; 

{ii) Bireswar Bhattacharjee (Sub-Inspector, Transportation) ; 

{Hi) Dhirendra Nath Das (Sub-Inspector, Transportation) ; 

{iv) Sailendra Nath Guha Nag (Sub-Inspector, Transportation) ; and 

(v) Salil Banerjee (Inspector, Transportation)? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

{i) the period of service of each employee; 

(ii) if any or more of them had been given promotion in their respective 

service ; 

(Hi) if any or more of these employees were given any warning prior to 
his discharge; 

(iv) if any communication was sent to any or more of those discharged 

people in regard to their respective Avork or behaviour prior to 
the issue of the letter of discharge ; and 

(ij) if any report about the discharged persons was received from the 

(k)mmissioner of Calcutta Police or any other officer of the Calcutta 
Police prior to their discharge and, if so, what nature of reports? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Miinister considering the desirability of holding 
inquiries into the grounds on which employees named in (a) were discharged? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul 
Gofran): (a) Yes, assuming Sailendra Nath Guha Nag to be a mistake 
for Sailendra Nath Guha Neogi. 

(?>) (i) Tridibnath Das — 2 years 12 days. Bireswar Bhattacharjee — 2 
years 14 days. Dhirendra C. Das — 1 year 5 months 24 days. Salil 
Banerjee — 2 years 3 months 10 days. Sailendra Nath Guha Neogi — 1 year 
3 months 23 days. 

(i/) Babu Tridib Nath Das was promoted from Sub-Inspector to Inspector. 

(Hi) and (iv) No. 

(v) Yes. The reports in all cases showed them to be undesirable persons. 

(c) No. 

Once a person is recruited to Government service he is precluded from 
belonging to any political association. A history showing a conviction, say, 
for defalcation of public funds or a history of participation in subversive 
activities is considered by Government to render that person unsuitable for 
employment in Government service. In the particular cases mentioned in 
this question information showing these employees to be undesirable was not 
received until they had been in the Department some time. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8US With regard to answer (h)(iii), and (iv). will 
the Hon’ble Minister be^pleased to slate whether now that the Muslim 
League Government is in power, the Government thinks it desirable to 
give a person a chance to defend himself before he is discharged from 
service ? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: As a matter of fact, it has been the 
long-standing practice that whenever any employee is found out to be 
unsuitable on police verification his services are instantaneously dispensed 
with without any notification on either side. 
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Mr. JYOTI BASU. Sir, my question has not been answered. I asked 
f in view of the fact that there has been a change of Government in 
Bengal, does the Government think it desirable to give a person a chance 
;o defend himself before he is discharged from service? 

Mr. E8KANOAR ALI KHAN: I am afraid, I would request the 
Lonourable member to refer the matter to the Home Department, as it is 
Lot wifkin the province of the Civil Supplies Department to answer a 
[uestion of this nature. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: With regard to answer (b)(ij), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the nature of the report or what was 
he nature of the reports against these persons ? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: The police reports are confidential 
ocuments and I have already stated in my answer that the reports in all 
ases showed them to be undesirable persons. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
3 the nature of the undesirability of these persons ? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: With regard to the explanation given in answer 
h)(v), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether these people 
'ere shown a history showing their convictions or defahiations of public 
inds or a history of their participation in subversive activities? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: I am afraid, I am not in a position 
3 give out the exact nature of the police reports, for I have already 
tated that the police reports are treated as confidential documents. But 
bis much, I can say that these officers were, some of them, convicted 
reviously; some of them were externed from some areas and so on and so 
)rth. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Will the Hon^de Minister be pleased to state 
hether he is aware that these persons carried on anti-corruption drive 
iside the department and that is why they were discharged? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: I am sorry, I am not aware of that. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
[inister be pleased to state whether association with a political organisa- 
un like the Congress, the Muslim League, the Communist Party, makes 
ne unsuitable for Government service? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: I have already stated that a question 
f this nature may kindly be referred to the Home Department for an 
nswer. The Civil Supplies Department is not, I am afraid, in a position 
3 answer this question. 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA GUHA ROY: The Hon’ble Minister has 
aid that some persons were convicted. Will he say for what offences? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: I am sorry whether in contravention 
f the long-standing practice, I am in a position to give anything about 
be police report which is considered as confidential. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
leased to state why the enquiries were not made before these persons were 
Bcruited? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: As a matter of fact, when an employee 
5 actually appointed or taken in, he is taken in on the explicit condition 
nat his services will be forthwith dissolved or dispensed wdth as soon as 
e 18 found to be an undesirable person on police verification. On this 
ondition he is taken in. . 
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Mr, ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if be is aware that a large number of Muslim employees who were 
wrongly implicated by the connivance of the police have been honourably 
acquitted by the court, but not reappointed so far? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJi: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether persons engaged in activities such as the leaders 
and other workers of Muslim League people are engaged in the Punjab 
will disable them from public service? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, 
apart from the police report, what were the convictions in court or otherwise 
of those persons who have been discharged from service? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is no use repeating the question. He 
has repeatedly refused to give details of the police reports. You are 
again asking for the details of the police reports. 

Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA GUHA ROY: The Hon’ble Minister stated 
about the conviction. Convictioi; is a court conviction, convicted by the 
court. It is public document. It cannot be a secret report of the police. 
I want information from you whether he can say the conviction is a secret 
report of the police. 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: In reply to the supplementary question 
of Dr. Protap Chandra Guha Roy, of course so far as conviction matters 
are concerned, it is a matter which has been dealt with in an open court 
and in respect of that, I think I may risk a reply. Dhirendra Nath Das 
is unsuitable for employment as he is known to be a member of a 
revolutionary party and was convicted and sentenced to 2 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment, under section 19F of the Arms Act and to 6 years’ under 
section 20 of that Act, on 11th August, 1934, the sentences to run 
concurrently. His connection with a subversive party was reported till 
1940. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: What about others? I wanted to know about all 
these persons. 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: As a matter of fact, I gave out the 
name of the person who was actually convicted, because the man was 
tried in the open court. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that there are many 
gentlemen holding responsible posts in the Civil Supplies Department, who 
were discharged from other departments of Government for the same 
reason ? 

Mr. ESKANDAR ALI KHAN: I am not aware of any such incident. 


8upply of essentials to floating fishermen through Cooperative Fishermen’s 

8ocieties. 

•32. Mr. HARAN CHANDRA BURMAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Fisheries Department be pleased to state whether 
the Co-operative Fishermen’s Societies are supplied with yarn, coal-tar, 
kerosene oil, timber and iron for boat, cloth and rice for distribution amongst 
the floating fishermen? 

(6) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon'ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): 

a) Yes, wherever suitable societies are available. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

0 state, if he is aware that there exists a co-operative society at Swarup- 
lapfar, in the district of 24-Parganas, subdivision Basirhat, which applied 
or help and was refused help? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how these articles are distributed, where 
uitable societies are not available? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Through other agencies. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: What are other 
Lgencies please? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Individual contractors. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
deased to state if he thinks it desirable to entiuire as to whether the 
lociety at Swarupnagar, applied for help and w^as refused ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: No question of notice. Does the 
lon’ble Minister think it desirable to hold an enquiry as to whetlier the 
ociety at Swarupnagar applied for help and the help was refused? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: If any such representation is made Government 
rill certainly consider it. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
iinister be pleased to state if the Government is aware that fisliermen in 
aany localities in Bengal do not get these things jiroperly ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware. No such complaint has been 
eceived by the Government. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANFRJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
leased to state how many co-operative fishermen societies there are at 
resent in Bengal? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: There are at present 8 co-op(*rative societies 
diich have been functioning as such. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
lease let us know how much yarn was supplied through these co-operative 
:)cietie8 during the last two years? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: So far as this question is concerned, no such 
iformation was asked for and I cannot give it off-hand. 

Appointment of supervising clerks for Jute grading. 

•33. Mr. KHAIRAT H088AIN: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
barge of the Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of supervising clerks for jute grading appointed this 
year; 

(ti) how the appointments were made; and 

(in) whether any such appointment was made by the Special Officer, Jute? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
[mister be pleased to state the number of such appointments? 

1 
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Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’blo Mr. Shamsudilin 
Ahmed): (a) (i) Twenty. 

(ii)y (in) and (h) Ten appointments were made by the Special Officer, 
Jute Prices, Bengal, and the remaining ten through the Subdivisional 
Magistrates concerned. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many of these appointments were made 
on the recommendation of the members of the Assembly ? 

Mr. K, NA8ARULLA: Sir, I do not think any of them. 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge be 
pleased to state whether the communal ratio is observed? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: 1 think so, Sir. 

Mr. A8AN ALI MUKTEAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the duties of the supervising clerk for jute grading? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: 1 want notice on that. 

Appointment of detenus in Government departments. 

W. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA MAHANTY: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state the method 
regarding the appointment or otherwise of the detenus in the department of 
the Government or of non-official authorities? 

(b) Do the Government consider the desirability of issuing a statement 
to the District Officials as to the attitude they should take with regard to 
the appointment of the detenus in various official and non-official departments ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the approval of the 
District Magistrates with regard to the appointments made by the managing 
committee of the unaided High English Schools is necessary? If so, the 
reason thereof? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 

(a) and {h). The exact meaning of the questions is not understood. If 
the honourable member desires to know whether it is Government’s policy 
to give preference to ex-detenus for appointment to Government service 
the answer is in the negative. Whether or not any particular ex-detenu 
is considered suitable for appointment to a post under Government would 
be decided after considering his application. Government have no informa- 
tion regarding appointments to non-official bodies. 

(c) Not necessary. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if in many cases ex -detenus are not appointed, or, if 
appointed, are discharged on the police report? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have no such information. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that police will always submit adverse 
report in regard to an ex-detenu? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many ex-detenus applied for service during the last 
two years? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any detenu has been in service under the Government at present? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot say off>band. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there is an ex-detenu sitting next to him, who 
is now holding an office under the Crown? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, but he is not an officer of the Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Servant of the Crown. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether applications of ex- 
detenus for appointment in the different departments held by the Minister 
are refused, because they happen to be ex-detenus? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have no such information. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he will consider the desirability of 
maintaining communal ratio rules in giving appointment to ex-detenus? 
(Laughter.) 

(No reply.) 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is the policy of the present Government to see the 
ex-detenus settled in life? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Government very much desire that they should 
be settled in life, but every individual case for Government service will be 
considered on its own merits. 

Mr, JYOTI BA8U: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that an officer in 
the Fire Brigade has been discharged, because he was a detenu before 
after four years of service? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM; 1 ask for notice. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is prepared to recommend to the 
Minister, Civil Supplies Department, to issue some licenses to these 
detenus, if they apply? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: That is a request for action. 

Mr, NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if there is any district in Bengal where teachers in 

unaided schools are required to be approved before they are appointed by 
the District Magistrate? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have no such information. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if he will kindly enquire, if there is any such district? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: If any specific case is brought to the notice of 
Government, Government will certainly enquire. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to note down that in Midnapore, the District Magistrate’s approval 
18 necessary before a teacher is appointed in an unaided school? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: It is not necessary. 
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Allegation against Hindu Police Officer of KOtwali police-station, 
Midnapore. 

*35. Mr. SERAilUDOIN AHAMMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that about two or three months ago a Hindu 

Police officer of Midnapore, Kotwali police-station, threw down 
the Holy Quoran, belonging to a Muslim head constable; 

(b) whether any enquiry was made into the matter by Deputy Superin- 

tendent of Police and Circle Inspector, Midnapore, and a joint 
report submitted; and 

(c) if BO, what action has been taken on it? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 

(a) and (6) Such an allegation was made to Government, but on enquiry 
by the Superintendent of Police, Midnapore, it was found not to be correct. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who made this allegation? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH. The allegation was made by one of the public. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the effect of such an allegation was to incite 
class against class and community against community and whether any 
steps were taken against the persons who made this irresponsible allegation ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH. I think it was not to incite community 
against community. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government made an enquiry as to who was 
the person responsible for making this irresponsible allegation? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice for that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether iGovernment consider the desirability of 
finding out as to who make such an irresponsible allegation and taking 
proceedings against such persons? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH; Government has got nothing more to add. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the name of the Superintendent of Police, who 
enquired ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH; I think it was Mr. Pollard. 

Khan Bahadur 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL; WiU the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the persons who were examined 
in the enquiry? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH; I want notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the name oi the person who alleged that a religious book 
was thrown out? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH; I want notice. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the enquiry made by Deputy Superintendent of 
Police and Circle Inspector was to the effect that it was an absolutely 
correct report? 
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Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH: I have mentioned here that the enq[uiry was 
nade by the Superintendent of Police and not by Deputy Superintendent 
)f Police or Circle Inspector. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any enquiry was made by the Deputy Superin- 
tendent of Police and the Circle Inspector? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH. There is nothing from which to say that. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister tell us 
whether there was at all any enquiry by the Circle Inspector? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH: The enquiry was made by the Superintendent 
)f Police. 

Mr. MADAR BUX: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
lame of the Superintendent of Police? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLAH: I have already mentioned it. 

Advertisement for filling up of some posts under 8moke Nuisances 
Commission, Bengal. 

*36. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
WEinister in charge of the Health and Local Self-Government Department 
le pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(i) that applications are invited from the Muslim candidates only to 

fill the post of Chief Inspector and Secretary, Smoke Nuisances 
Commission, Bengal; and 

(ii) that the Bengal Government advertised this post in a Delhi paper 

also? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
deased to state — 

(i) the reasons for advertising in a Delhi paper ; and 

(ii) whether the duties and functions of the post are such as only the 

Muslims are fit enough to perform? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(i) that under the Recruitment Rules for this service, the Chief Inspec- 

tor and the Inspectors of Smoke Nuisances are grouped together 
as being in the same line of service; 

(ii) that the Chief Inspe(!tor’s post is normally filled by promotion from 

among the Inspectors and that Chief Inspector’s post is like selec- 
tion grade post in the service; 

(Hi) that under the Recruitment Rules direct recruitment to this post 
can only be made by declaring all the existing Inspectors to be 
unfit and devoid of administrative ability and power of 
organisation ; 

(iv) that the Senior Inspector has put in 19 years’ service and that he 
has officiated for 4^ years as Chief Inspector; and 

(r) that the Bengal Smoke Nuisances Commission in 1941 were very 
emphatically of opinion that the post of Chief Inspector should 
alway be filled by selection from amongst the Inspectors? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for making 
lirect recruitment to fill the post of Chief Inspector, departmental inspec- 
iors being declared ineligible to apply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) (i) Yes. 
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(m) Yes. Public Service Commission advertised the post in a Delhi 
paper, also in several other newspapers circulating in other parts of India. 

(h) (i) When a suitable candidate from a community for which a post 
is reserved under the Communal Ratio Rules is not available in Bengal 
attempts are made to obtain a candidate of that community from outside 
Bengal before throwing the post open to all communities. In this case the 
post was advertised by the Public Service Commission in and outside Bengal 
simultaneously presumably in order to save time so that if no suitable 
Muslim candidate was available in Bengal the Commission might proceed 
to consider application from Muslim candidates from outside Bengal with- 
out having to advertise the post again. 

(it) No. The question does not really arise as the reservation in favour 
of Muslims was made under the Communal Ratio Rules and not on grounds 
of duties and functions of the post. 

(c) (i) The posts of Inspectors and that of the Chief Inspector, Smoke 
Nuisances, belong to the Bengal Provincial Service. 

(ii) No. Under the Recruitment Rules promotion is not a method of 
recruitment to the post of Chief Inspector, Smoke Nuisances. 

(Hi) No. 

(tv) Yes. 

(v) Yes, but in considering this particular vacancy which has now arisen 
the Smoke Nuisances Commission recommended in its resolution, dated the 
1 3th November, 1945, that the post should be filled by advertisement and 
appointment through the Public Service Commission. 

(d) Under the Recruitment Rules selection as opposed to promotion is 
the only method of filling this post. As regards Departmental Inspectors 
being declared ineligible this was done by the Public Service Commission 
as the Commission took the view that under the existing rules where a post 
was filled by selection departmental candidates should not be allowed to 
compete. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to whether he considers it desirable that Muslims from other 
provinces should be imported, if suitable Bengali Muslims are not available 
instead of throwing out that post to a scheduled caste candidate and then 
to candidates of other communities? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I disallow that question. You are asking 
the Hon’ble Minister to give his opinion. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that when the Smoke Nuisances Commission in 1941 
recommended that the post of Chief Inspector is always to be filled up by 
selection from among Inspectors, the Senior Inspector w^as officiating as 
Chief Inspector? 

The Hon’llle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that 
under the recruitment rules this post should be filled by selection which 
means that this post should be filled up by recruitment from outside the 
cadre of the existing departmental officers. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
elucidate whether in the comiftunal ratio rules it is stated that if Muslims 
are not available in Bengal they may be brought from outside Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: There is a Government decision 
on this point. The point is this that if under the communal ratio rules 
a post is earmarked for a member of a particular jommunity it is to be 
filled by that community alone, but preference is given to a candidate 
belonging to the province, but if a candidate is not available in the 
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province then a candidate is to be taken from outside the province. But 
the post is to be filled up by a member of the community for which it is 
earmarked . 

Mr, BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if a Muslim is not available in India whether it is ihe policy of 
government to advertise outside India in order to obtain a Muslim? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is not so far the policy of 
Glovernment ? 

Mr. J. Cl GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the object of the communal ratio rules was to benefit the Muslims 
of this province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; I cannot state what the object 
of the communal ratio rules was. But this much I can say that the object 
was to ensure that there was adequate representation of all communities 
so far as posts under Government are concerned. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government of Benf^al is in the 
habit of bringing non-Muslims from other provinces also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Government are not in the habit 
of importing officers from outside Bengal. 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state from which province the present Chief Inspector has 
been recruited? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: At present the posi is filled up 
by a departmental officer, who is officiating in the post, but the Public 
Service Commission have recommended the name of a particular candidal e, 
but appointment has not yet been made, because the existing officiating 
officer has submitted a memorial to His Excellency the Governor and 
the Governor is considering the memorial and as far as I know appoint- 
ment has not yet been made. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether when filling up the vacancies ear- 
marked for Hindus, if suitable Hindu candidates are not available. Govern- 
ment advertise in Northern India papers to find out, if suitable non- 
Bengalee Hindu candidates are available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I think that is the policy of 
Government in respect of all communities, if suitable Bengalee candidates 
of the communities concerned are not available. But I am not aware of 
the non-availability of suitable Bengalee non-Muslim candidates. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Questions over. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Sir, this question should 
then be held over. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER; No, it cannot be held over. I have given 
sufficient time to this question. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE; Sir, if it is not held over, may I just 
put one or two more questions? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I can allow you to put one more question, 
but it cannot be held over. 
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Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, Sir. I 
have no objection, if he is allowed to put on or two more supplementary 
questions. But the rules are mandatory that the questions shall be over 
by the first hour, and you have no power to extend the time even by a 
minute. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, I know that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Then, Sir, this question be 
held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

Procedure regarding admission and putting of questions. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have an important 
point to make with regard to the Speaker’s duty relating to putting of 
questiorivS and admitting questions,, and to this, I feel constrained to invite 
your attention. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Dutt-Maznmdar, I do not want to hear 
you just now. I will discuss the matter with you afterwards. 

Point of privilege. 

Mr. A, F. STARK: On a point of privilege, Sir. May I refer to 
a circular circulated today with reference to the Acquisition of Waste 
Lands Bill. This circular asks for amendments to be tabled before 3 p.m. 
on the ir)th of February. 1 submit that is not a reasonable time to ask 
members to table amendments to such an important and far-reaching 
Bill. And I would suggest that the reasonable period for the purpose is 
one week and not less. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Stark, the Bill as scheduled is coming 
on the 18th February and the date has been fixed for the 15th February 
as the last date for amendments. It would be extremely difficult for the 
office to change it now, 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir, I realise that difficulty. But this Bill was 
introduced only yesterday and it is an important and far-reaching Bill 
which requires careful examination. I do not think it is reasonable to 
ask honourable members to table amendments in two days. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the Government and the office 
about this and let you know. 

Point of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think Mr. Roy, the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, w^anted to make some submission on the point of order raised by 
Dr. Mookerjee yesterday. Even though that point of order was completed 
yesterday, I may allow Mr. Roy to make his submission. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, my friend, the Deputy Leader of 
the Congress Party, and Mr. Sinha wanted to make their submissions and 
mention fresh points. I would request you to allow these two members 
at least to make their submissions to you. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will there be fresh points of order? 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Yes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have nothing to do with fresh points of 
order, now. 
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Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I hope, Sir, you will allow the Deputy 
Leader of the Congress Party and Mr. Sinha to raise fresh points of order 
and to make their submissions. 

Mr^ DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will give my ruling after the prayer 
recess. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

MTb deputy SPEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Mookerjee raised a 
point of order yesterday involving two points. His first point is that 
before the discussion of the resolutions given notice of, under section 88 
of the Government of India Act, this Bill should not be introduced — I 
mean the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill. Yesterday, I 
agreed with the submission made by Mr. Bimal Chandra Sinha that these 
are two distinct things. As Mr. Sinha pointed out yesterday, the House 
may not approve of the Governments action in passing the Ordinances; 
all the same the House may approve of a Bill on the same line due to 
changed circumstances or for good resasons. So there is no illegality 
or impropriety in introduring this Bill before the discussion of a resolution. 

As regards the time, I have already requested the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the House to allot a time for discussion of the resolutions before the 
expiry of six weeks from the date of re-assembly of the House in this 
session. 

The next point involved in the point of order raised by Dr. Mookerjee 
is that the Bill should not have been introduced in the present form, 
particularly the schedule of this description containing the titles of the 
Ordinances, the provisions of which are to be re-enacted. As regards 
that point, the purpose of the proposed legislation is not to extend the 
life of the Ordinances in contravention of the provisions of section 88 of 
the Government of India Act, 1935, the duration of which is specifically 
limited to six weeks after the re-assembly of the Legislature, but it is 
a provision for re-enacting the provisions of the Ordinances by the 
Legislalure and providing provisions in a Bill so that they may be 
embodied and enacted in a Bill for a limited period of time. The 
Hon’ble Minister has placed a consolidated Bill containing the provisions 
of the Ordinances. It appears that it has been done to avoid 
administrative difficulties and to give sufficient time to the Legislature 
to enact the provisions of the Ordinances. The Hon’ble Chief Minister 
has cited a precedent. That precedent is to be found in Act I of 1915 — 
the Emergency Legislation Continuance Act, under the provisions of 
the Indian Councils Act. The precedent of continuance in regard to 
temporary Ordinances by a legislative measure of the nature proposed 
is to be found in that Act. I think in spite of this precedent it is not a 
very healthy precedent, but at the same time I find there are authorities 
which hold that it is competent for the Government to legislate by 
reference and in this case a Bill of this type is to be described as legisla- 
tion by reference and the Hon’ble Minister under the rules is not debarred 
from introducing a Bill of this nature. 

Hence I hold that the Hon’ble Minister is competent to introduce the 
Bill in this form. I disallow the point of order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise on 
a point of order — a fresh point of order. I submit. Sir, that this House 
has no power to legislate. My reason is this. 

Mr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: When a decision has been given on 
this point can he raise a point of order? I refer you to rule 15. It will 
be sheer waste of time, because it will be repetition of the arguments 
advanced previously and a ruling given. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: You have not heard my argument. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ahmed, you must at least hear the 
point of order raised by the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Bill 
proposes to deal with the constitution of the Civic Guards. My 
submission before you, Sir, is that the constitution of the Civic Guard is 
not to be found in any of the lists enumerated in the Government of 
India Act, in the Seventh Schedule. It is not to be found in List No. I, 
it is not to be found in List No. II and it is not to be found in List No. III. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, you are aware that this legislature has 
power ito legislate on subjects enumerated in Lists Nos. II and III. 
List No. Ill deals with the Provincial Legislative List and List No. II 
is a concurrent list. The Bengal Legislative Assembly has power to 
legislate on these lists. This Civic Guard constitution is not to be 
found in any of the lists. Then, Sir, we shall have to fall back upon 
section 104 of the Government of India Act. If the subject to be dealt 
with, is not to be found in any of the lists I, II and III, then the Governor 
General under section 104 of the Government of India Act may by 
public notification empower either the Federal Legislature or a 
Provincial Legislature to enact a law with respect to any matter not 
enumerated in any of the lists in the Seventh Schedule to this Act 
including a law imposing a tax not mentioned in any such list. Then 
the residual power of the legislature is vested in the Governor 
General and the Governor General may empower any Legislative 
Assembly, the Federal as well as the Provincial Assembly, to legislate 
on the subject. But this power has not been given by notification as 
enumerated in section 104 of the Government of India Act. So, Sir, my 
submission is that this Legislative Assembly has no power to legislate as 
it deals with the constitution of the Civic Guard. It may be contended. 
Sir 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, I am not going to hear a long 
speech on a point of order. I have understood your point. You kindly 
tell me if I am right in understanding your point of order. You say 
that it does not come under the provincial lists and it is not a provincial 
subject. So this House has no power to legislate on this point. Is this 
your point? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: This is my point. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have understood your point. You 
better raise the point of order when you come to the Schedule. Your 
point of order refers to one item of the Schedule. You have only mentioned 
the Bengal Civic Guard Ordinance; you have not mentioned the other 
subjects. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I am sure that the other subjects 
will come under the Public Order, but the constitution of the Civic Guard 
cannot under any circumstances come under the Public Order. But this 
Bill is a comprehensive Bill, one subject is not to be omitted. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, don’t you think that this point 
should be taken up when you come to the Schedule? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No, Sir; because when you are 
to deal with clause 2, you will find that under this clause the provisions 
of each of the Ordinances specified in the Schedule shall have efiect as if 
there had been an enactment of an Act of the Provincial Legislature. 
The Bill cannot be considered piecemeal. If the Bill deals with any 
subject not enumerated in any of the lists, the Bill cannot be put forward. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; If I may reply, there can 
ho no question to the mind of any reasonable person that the Civic Guard 
comes within Entry I of the Provinial Legislative List — the Public Order. 
You may call them Home Guards, you may set up any organisation for the 
purposes of Public Order and it will come under that list. It is not at all 
necessary that all the possible nomenclatures must be mentioned in a 
particular list. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the Leader of the House please state 
what are the functions of Civic iGuards ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: They are the functions of the 
police and this will come under Item 3 and includes Railway and Tillage 
Police. It will come under the Provincial Legislative List, items I and 
3, Maintenance of Public Order. By whatever name you like to call this 
organisation it comes as a supplementary police organisation, because item 
No. 3 includes village police. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE. May I be permitted to make a few 
remarks ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not want your assistance at this stage. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In this matter you will be pleased 
to look to the Ordinance No. Till of 1940, because if you will look to the 
Civic Guard Ordinance, initially it deals with Ordinance No. Till of 1940. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 have looked inlo the 
matter. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I am quite sure that whep 
•the Government of India Act, 1935, was enacted there was no contempla- 
tion of the Civic Guards and hence there was a necessity of the residual 
power to be given to the Viceroy. (A voice: public order.) Not a public 
order. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Civic Guard was a public disorder! 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, please. The Hon’ble Deputy 
^Leader of the Opposition has raised a point of order. His contention is 
that Bengal Civic Guards Ordinance, 1949, and Bengal Collective Fines 
Ordinance, 1949, do not come under any items of the Provincial 
Legislative List. As such this House is not competent to legislate on 
these lines. But on looking into the constitution of Civic Guards in 
section 2 of the Ordinance Till of 1946, as referred to by the honourable 
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I find that all these members are to 
discharge such functions with reference to protection of person, security 
of property or the public safety, as may be a.ssigned to them in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this Ordinance and the rules made thereunder. 
In view of these objects of the Civic Guards Organisation, I hold that it 
may come either under Item 1 of the Provincial Legislative List or under 
3 of the Provincial Legislative List, and, as such, the House is competent 
to legislate on these lines. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: On a point of order, 8ir. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA; Sir, on a point of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Have you got a fresh point of order? 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Yes, Sir. My point of order is this. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Sir, will you give me a chance afterwards? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will hear you afterwards. 
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Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; My point of order, Sir, is this that 
the Bill cannot be legislated by this House in the shape in which it is 
presented. I am raising this point on a different ground. My point is 
that you have ruled that the provisions of the Ordinances 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALiS Sir, it is the same point of order. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; I was going to assign a fresh 
ground for the same point of order. The schedule, as it has been 
presented in the Act, leaves no scope for us to send in amendments to the 
provisions of the Ordinances themselves. It is a question of wholesale 
acceptance or rejection. 

Mr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, that was the argument advanced 
by Dr. Mookerjee. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have understood your point, Mr. Sinha. 
You are referring to rules. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Under the rule we are entitled to 
send in amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; What rule do you refer to? 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: The rule is about provision provid- 
ing amendment to the Bill that is to be enacted when a motion for 
consideration is made. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What rule? 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Rules 59, 60 — all these Assembly 
Procedure Rules. There it has been stated that we can send in amend- 
ments to the provisions of the Bill. If these Ordinances are being enacted 
as Bills, then, Sir, we are being deprived of any opportunity of sending 
amendments to the provisions of the Bills. It is a case of wholesale 
acceptance or rejection. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. Have you got a fresh point 
of order? 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I shall hear you afterwards. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I point out. Sir, that 
this point of order of Mr. Sinha is wholly academic? The honourable 
members had an opportunity to send in amendments and the only amend- 
,ment that they have sent in has been for deletion of the Ordinance. 
They themselves have realised only too well that the only amendment 
which they can send is to delete the Ordinance and not against the 
provisions. Had they thought otherwise, they might have sent certain 
amendments to the provisions. They have not done so. I submit, Sir, 
that this question cannot even arise since they have sent no amendment 
at all. Any point of order that they may raise now upon the point is 
wholly academic and does not in my humble opinion at this stage call for 
decision. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Sinha, I had in my mind, the point 
which you have raised when I gave my ruling on the point of order 
raised by Dr. Mookerjee. I did not express it in so many words. It is 
for this reason that I did not consider it to be a very healthy procedure. 
But the ruling that I have given on Dr. Mookerjee ’s point of order covers 
your point also. Legislation of this type is called legislation by 
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reference. (Mr. J. C. Gupta: If it is by reference then it is continuing.) 
It may be undesirable, but it is not illegal, and considering various 
difficulties and considering also the fact that it is not against any rules, 
I held that the Bill is in order. So I do not think I need give any further 
opinion on your point of order. 

Mr. JYOTI BASUs Sir, I should like to make my point clear. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, Sir. I 
would like to draw the attention of the Deputy Speaker to the fact that 
he must follow the agenda laid down in the order paper. Item 2 must be 
taken up first before we take up item 3. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE. On a point of privilege, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Mr. Basu, you will have your chance 
when we have taken up consideration of the Bill; when the motion for 
consideration is moved. I will now hear Mr. Ghose if he has got anything 
to say. 

Mr. JYOTI BASUs Sir, you had given me a chance just now when 
Mr. Mohammed Ali interrupted me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS No, no. 

Mr. JYOTI BASUs How can you refuse me a chance? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Mr. Basu, will you kindly take your seat? 
Mr. Ghose wants to make a submission. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDARs After you have heard the 
point of privilege, the point of order may come up. 

Mr. JYOTI BASUs The point of order cannot be shut out. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Let me hear Mr. Ghose first. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GHOSE S Sir, there has been really a mis- 
conception on the part of the members in regard to this Bill, as you 
yourself have said. Sir, I will not take more than three minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS What is your point of privilege? 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE S My point of privilege is this: that 
V 3 have not had sufficient time, because of the form in which the Bill is 
pi 3sented to put forward amendments and there was a real misconception 
as to how this should be treated. I submit that we should be given 
«ime either by way of short-notice amendments to be put immediately 
now or we should be given further time in order that we may move 
amendments. This is a very serious matter and legislation should not 
be hustled through. We understand Government’s administrative 
difficulties, but at the same time we must have our say in legislative 
matters. Otherwise, why we are here in this House, if we cannot give 
our consideration in the matter that Government is bringing forward 
before this House? That is my submission, Sir, and I hope you will give 
us sufficient time in this connection. 

The HOffl*ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs The honourable members 
have had more than a week. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. You have had sufficient time. 
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MTi BIMAL OOMAR chose S I submit that there was a genuine 
misconception as to how amendments to this type of a Bill should be put 
forward. It might be due to our ignorance: I plead that, but you must 
realise 

Mfm DEPUTY SPEAKER: No point of privilege arises out of that 
consideration. 

The Hon^ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: May I draw your attention to 
the agenda as laid out in the order paper? It is item No. 2, which should 
be taken up now before item No. 3. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: On a point of order, Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to lay the Bengal 
Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance, 1947, on the table. 

Mr. ilYOTI BASU: On a point of order, Sir. My point of order, as 
I have been trying to make out for the last two days, is that this Bill 
cannot be brought before the House. It is void ah initio, because it is 
firstly 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, will you kindly take your seat 
when I am on my legs? If you see the list of business, you will find 
there is an amendment to the list of business. I actually allowed you 
to raise the point of order on the motion that has been brought by the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister. If you have got a point of order with 
regard to the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, I have 
already told you that you can raise it when the motion for consideration 
of that Bill is moved by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. Now, what is 
your point of order? 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: My point of order is that firstly in this Bill which 
is before us there are financial provisions and, as such, it does not comply 
with the rules according to which financial provisions should be brought 
before the House. That is, I am referring to the collective fines given 
in the schedule. The second point has been referred to by the Deputy 
Leader of the Congress Party to which you have given an answer. My 
third point is that this House can certainly legislate by reference as you 
have said. Sir, but what I want to say is that it can legislate only by 
reference to previous Acts of this House, but never by reference to 
Ordinances. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I should like to submit with regard 
to this point of order that it is no use saying that the Ordinances had 
been laid before us. As far as this Bill is concerned, the clauses of 
the Ordinances — 140 or so in number — which are before us have not been 
presented in the Bill to which we cannot give amendments even if we 
want to. The Hon’ble the Leader of the House has pointed out that 
we could have given amendments, but Sir, we cannot give amendments 
because so far as this Bill is concerned, in the body of the Bill, the 
substantive clauses of the Ordinances are not there, and so they are 
outside the scope of the Bill. So unless 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, I have understood your point. 
Your first point is that financial provisions are involved: so rules with 
regard to such matters should be complied with. Your second point is 
that no legislation by reference be taken up. Are these the two points ? 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: In the body of the Bill, the clauses of each 
Ordinance are not there. They are not set out in the Bill. So I say 
this is unconstitutional, illegal and ultra vires and cannot be taken up 
before this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as the first point of Mr. Basu is 
concerned, I hold that this is a vague point of order, because he has not 
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mentioned any rule with which Government have not complied. He has 
only said that before introducing the Bill the rules regarding financial 
provisions have not been complied with. 

With regard to the second point, I am afraid it is not an improvement 
on the point of order raised by Dr. Mookerjee yesterday. His point of 
order is covered by the point of order raised by Dr. Mookerjee. 

As regards the other point about which Mr. Gupta has said that 
legislation by reference must refer to a previous Act, I would refer 

the honourable member concerned to section 311 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, clause (^), which says: “Any reference in this Act 
to Federal Acts or laws or Provincial Acts or laws, or to Acts or laws 

of the Federal or a Provincial Legislature, shall be construed as including 

a reference to an Ordinance made by the Governor-General or a Governor- 
General’s Act or, as the case may be, to an Ordinance made by a 

Governor or a Governor’s Act.” So in accordance with section 311 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, reference to an Ordinance must be 
construed as reference to an Act. This disposes of his second point. 

Mft J. C. GUPTA: That refers to Ordinances which are valid and 
existing, and not to Ordinances which are lapsing. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: But it is valid until the lapse of six 
weeks, from the 1st day of the re-assembly of the session. 

Mfi BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I have already introduced the 
resolutions. What about the notices given by me? 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your notices will be considered and your 
notices have been accepted. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will they not get priority? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The same principle is involved, because 
discussion of the resolutions disapproving the Ordinances is not distinct 
from discussion disapproving the Bill. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I rise on a point of privilege, 
Sir. It is an important ]>oint which involvies the privilege of 
the members of the House. We have been given notice of a resolution 
consisting of only two sections, the Schedule, and the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons. That is the Bill before the House — the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. Now, Sir, you have 
clearly ruled and decided that the provisions and clauses of all the 
Ordinances mentioned in the Schedule are an integral part of this Bill 
because it is a legislation by reference. Now, Sir, until this ruling was 
given by you, these clauses and provisions contained in the Ordinances 
mentioned in the Schedule were not a part of the Bill. Now the privilege 
of members is defined under rule 60 of the Assembly Procedure 
Rules. It says: “Any member who wishes to move an amendment to 
any Bill under the consideration of the Assembly shall give notice thereof 
except as provided in rule 77, at least ten days before the first day on 
which the Bill is to be taken into consideration by the Assembly and 
shall, together with the notice, send a copy of the amendment which he 
desires to move.” Sir, we could not possibly, when this Bill was circulated, 
move amendments except on the clauses of the Bill which were there. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have understood your point. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: If you have understood 
my point, I hope you will be pleased to see that members are given the 
opportunity to give notice of amendments on the clauses of the amend- 
ments too and that may not be shut out in compliance with rule 16, which 
I have just read out to you. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. I^tt-Mazumdar, it may be that there 
was some misconception in the minds of the members as to what 
amendments can be moved and what amendments cannot be moved, but 
there was legislation by reference even before my ruling. Whether I 
give the ruling today or not, the character of legislation by reference 
could not have been taken away in the absence of a ruling from me. 
Since legislation by reference, it was the duty of the honourable members 
to give such notices of amendments as such legislation permits and it 
would be then for the Chair to decide what amendments would be allowed 
and what amendments would not be allowed, but since it has not been 
done, I do not think I should extend the time for giving fresh notices to 
move amendments again. As regards the difficulty pointed out by Mr. 
Dutt-Mazumdar, I may only repeat that it is due to this difficulty that 
I thought and I said that it was not a very desirable method of legislation. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, in view of your 
observation that it is not a very desirable procedure, I hope you will be 
pleased to exercise your judgment and powers to see that at least the 
procedure may be made a little more desirable now that we are faced 
with a Bill in which legislation by reference is intended and therefore I 
suggest that in view of your observation you may be pleased to consider 
how you may safeguard the privilege of members "of giving amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I have tried to make the procedure as 
much desirable as possible. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: You may be pleased to 
suspend the rules as you were pleased to do to oblige the Government 
side and allow us to give short notice on the different clauses of the 
amendments of the Ordinances as necessary. You were pleased to oblige 
the Treasury benches, the Government, on such issues. I hope, Sir, in 
fairness and justice, you will not refuse to smspend the rules and allow 
us to give notice. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I also understand the English language. 
What did you mean by saying that I obliged the Treasury benches by 
suspending the rules? 

kr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 only mean that under 
circumstances of urgency from the standpoint of Government — administra- 
tive difficulty — they wished to move certain things and wished 
the Speaker to exercise his discretionary power to suspend the rules and 
not go a:ccording to the rules. I submit that in view of such circumstances 
you may. always exercise your discretion in favour of one party 
or the ott;er and the parly concerned naturally feels obliged and we, 
Sir, shall c.ertainly feel obliged if in the circumstances you hold that in 
view of this unhappy procedure, as you have been pleased to observe, 
you suspend the rules and enable members who wish to do so to give 
notice of amen^dments. 

Mr. DEPUrY SPEAKER: A particular party may feel happy or 
flattered, but the'^ Chair has no intention of obliging any party. The Chair 
w’ill discharge its « duties not with the intention of obliging either the 
[government Party Vr the Opposition. 

Mr. NIHARENDI^J DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I would eschew the expres- 
don “obliging” and say “in discharge of your duty”. You 
nay be pleased to do duty in order to give the necessary scope to 

he Opposition and to khe, members of the House generally. I am sorry 
f my knowledge of En^^is^ has been defective and conveyed a wrong - 
leaning to you. I did mean anything more than this that in discharge 
f your duty and fairness to the members of the House and 

articularly to the fiJpposition, you may be pleased to give us room to 
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give notice of amendments. You are taking a very grave responsibility 
when this House is faced with having to legislate by reference on as 
many as 10 Ordinances of diverse subjects with which are involved the 
interests of all the people of Bengal. 

Mrt BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: May I rise on a point of order? The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister who was acting as the Leader of the House 
the other day assured the House that short-notice amendments would be 
entertained. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is no point of order. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: There is one important point 
to ivhich your attention should be drawn. You have just now said that 
misconce])iion might have arisen in the minds of members as regards the 
powers of members to give amendments with regard to the provisions of 
Ordinances, but you are helpless in that behalf. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I did not say am helpless’\ I said, I 
did not want to extend time. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: But there is one Ordinance — 
Ordinance No. II of 1946, the Bengal Civic {Guards and Collective Fines 
Continuance Ordinance, 1946 — which does, not embody the provisions 
in the Ordinance itself. All that the Ordinance says is that certain 
previous Ordinances will continue in operation in Bengal with certain 
exceptions. Even today w^e do not know what those Ordinances are. 
The papers have not yet been circulated to the members of the Legislative 
Assembly and we are supposed to pass that piece of legislation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is merely repeating your second 
point of order. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: No. You said that time for 
giving notice could not be extended. I am speaking in support of what 
Mr. liutt-Mazumdar said. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Notices of amendments as are admissible 
under the rules will be accepted. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: I now bow down to your decision 
that they are admissible under the rules. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, I say that the way in which the Bill 
is being introduced is permissible under the rules. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: I am not questioning that. 
But, at any rate, members of the legislature are entitled to receive 
copies of the Ordinances which are supposed to be passed into law today 
and even now these Ordinances have not been circulated. Parti- 
cularly with regard to one Ordinance, viz., Ordinance No. II of 1946, 
you will find that the only provision there is that *‘the Ordinances 
specified in the Schedule as subsequently amended and as further amended 
by this Ordinance to the extent mentioned in column 4 of the Schedule 
shall continue in operation and shall have the same force and effect as if 
they were Acts of the Provincial Legislature' % and we are supposed to 
accept that as a piece of legislative measure by accepting the proposal 
which has been made by the Hon'ble Minister. At any rate, you ask 
the Government to circulate those Ordinances which are going to be 
passed into law. That is a very fair request. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, the copies of the 
Ordinances have not been circulated. It is an Ordinance by reference. 
Dr. Mookerjee has referred to the fact that in the Ordinance reference has 
been made to another Ordinance. It is a legislation by reference. 

12 
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Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: By reference to a reference. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Yes, ])> reference to a 
reference. The Ordinance wliicdi was passed ])y the Governor of Benj^al 
has been circulated. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Tt is just like lookinK for 
a black cat in a dark room which is not there. Some lig*ht may be thrown 
on the reference to tlie reference made by Dr. Syamaprasiul Mookerjee — 
that particular piec(‘ of paper which is supposed to have been enacted by 
the ])revious Ordinance. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY1 I deplore this method. 
I have already said when 1 introduced or rather diirin^^ the course of my 
speecli yesterday that I de]ihjre this metliod of leyislation, l)ut Govern- 
ment has no other alternative, but to resort to this method in order 
to keep these Ordinances or the provisions of these Ordinances alive 
until we can put them in the form of a Bill before this House. 
Now, if Mr. Niliarendu Dutt-Mazumdar wants light, he will get plenty 
of light, because these will come in the form of a Bill before the House 
when tile House will liave ample opportunity to dissect the provisions 
of the Bill and to move as many amendments as possible and to reject 
the Bill should they desire to do so.* All these will come before you in 
course of time. (Dr. Syamaprasad .Mookerjee: Meanwhile you accept 
a Bill for one year without knowing what it contains.) No, Sir, they 
will start as soon as you give an opportunity to the Government to do so, 
that means to say, with very great respect to the Opposition, if they do 
not take so much time in moving points of order which are unnecessary. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA ! Sir, the Leader of the House has just said that 
the Opposition is taking time and raising points of order. 1 want through 
you, Sir, to convey to the Leader of the House that it is the 
duty of the Ojiposition to correct a WTong procc'diire; it is the duty of 
the Opposition to point out to the Leader of the House through you. Sir, 
that defective legislation may not be undertaken. Some of the provisions 
of the Ordinances w'ould be necessary, but if you do 7iot do things in a 
proper way, ])assing a Bill in an illegal manner would not enable them 
to administer those sections and may be questioned in courts of law at 
any time. Therefore w^e are not obstructing; we are not taking time, 
but Ave are pointing out how they should proceed and w^e w^ant to assist 
them in passing necessary legislation in the proper way. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: On a point of privilege, vSir. 
May I point out one thing? The Hon’ble Minister tells us that we will 
have an opportunity to discuss the entire provisions of all the Ordinances 
which will be taken up one after another separately. Suppose this Bill 
is passed and Government do not place those Bills for consideration or 
discussion separately, their intention is served; by passing the Bengal 
Ordinance Temporary Enactment Bill, all these Ordinances are passed 
into Acts. They do not come forward with all the Bills separately. We 
will have no opportunity of discussing the provisions of this Bill, because 
their purpose is served. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is no point of privilege. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH^KUNDU: We will be deprived of the right 
w^hich the Hon’ble Minister wants to give us. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Please take your seat. I have understood 
your point. It is no point of privilege. If I am to agree with you, I 
have got to assume that the Hon’ble Minister is telling a lie, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: No, no. I am only speaking about 
bringing the Bills separately. 
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The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the honourable member 
is mistaken. The purpose of Government will not he served by enaeting 
this Bill. The puri)()se of Government will only be served when tJiese 
Bills are made into permanent legislation. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Why is this provision there, when 
iGovernment Imve been empowered to extend llie life of the Bill? If 
the intention of Government is to bring forward all these Bills separately, 
what is the reason for ineorjmrating that provision that Governmeiil will 
be empowered to extend the Temporary Provisions Enactment Bill as they 
wdsh? They may not bring up tho.se Bills. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY! Sir, I -will not take more than two 
minutes. 1 want to su])port the request of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
that at least we ought to have the Ordinances which are the subject 
matter of the present Bill. We have not got all of them. Secondly, I 
support the request made by my honourable friend Mr. Niharendu l)utt- 
Mazumdar that we should be allow'ed a little time to give sliort-notice 
amendments. Sir, I hope you will bear with me for a minute. This 
is a new proceduie. AVe are only creating precedents. So far as I 
remember, we have never legislated by reference in this House. The 
Hon’ble C'liief Minister referred to a precedent. He had to go years 
back — to 1915. Before you give your ruling, Sir, I want you to consider 
this point seriously, because this is the first time that we are 
faced with this position that a Bill is introduced and w'e have not a 
chance of giving notice of amendments to the jn’cvisions of the Bill. 
You yourself felt, and riglitly felt, that this is not a proj)er method. In 
view of this, I again rcciuest the ixKstponement of considejation of this 
Bill at least till tomorrow or at least let us have a chance of g'iving sliort- 
notice amendments. Lastly, we should also have copies of the Ordinances 
before we proceed further. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Witli great respect to the 
Leader of the Opjiosition, does he think it reasonabh* that there should 
be amendments to tin; provisions cf the Hill even if they wei’e admissible? 
Even if they weie admissibh*, does he tliink it rea.sonnble tliat thtwe should 
be amendments to the provisions of this Bill wlien these Bills 
will be placed before him again sei»arately for consideration, and the 
Opposition wdll have the completest opportunity to make amendments 
to the provisions of the Bill? I am merely asking about tlie (piestion 
of reasonableness. The Hon’ble Minister is asking the Speaker to 
exercise certain powder on account of reasonableness. Does the honourable 
Leader of the Opposition consider it reasonable, when these Bills w'ill 
come before the House for consideration, when the House will consider 
each clause separately, wdien lie can dissect every word separately and 
every clause separately, when he will find enougli time for raising points 
of order, that it should be necessary again to bring amendments to the 
provisions of this Bill at this stage? 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: With great respect to the Leader of the 
House, I do think it is reasonable that w^e should have a chance of 
discussing the provisions. Secondly, I put one question. Supposing 
following this precedent, another Bill is brought before the House with 
a schedule like this containing tJie Bargadars Bill, the Abolition of 
Zemindary System, tlie Secondary Education, etc., will that be reasonable? 

I W’ould like the Hon’ble Cliicf Minister to answmr ihat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I made one mistake. 

I am sorry it w’as overlooked by us, namely, legislation by reference. 
This was not a new^ thing for tlie House. We have legislated t)y reference 
before in the Bengal Expiry Law’s Act of 1938. (Dr. Syamapeasad 
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Mookerjee: One Bill!) There were four enactments in the schedule. 
(Dr. Syamaprasa'b Mookerjee; It must have been a question of time 
again.) 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: With regard to the request of Dr. 
Mookerjee supported by the Leader of the Opposition, I am told that the 
honourable members of the Opposition have got copies of the Ordinances. 

(Cries of “no, no” from Opposition benches.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Not all of them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: So far as the Civic Guards and 
the Collective Fines Ordinances are concerned, we have not got copies 
of the Ordinances. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I hand over the 
Civic Guards Ordinance? 

(At this stage the House ‘was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, .1 am glad to be able 
to announce that we have come to some kind of arrangement regarding 
[the procedure. I feel, Sir, that the argument of the Opposition that a 
discussion on the resolutions will be futile after this Bill has been passed 
into law has great validity. For this reason. Sir, I propose and I hope 
that the members of the Opposition and the members of the House will 
accept this notice that we shall discuss the resolutions tomorrow, the 
13th, and again on the 18th and thereafter the Bill will be placed before 
the House for consideration and passed on the 20th. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I entirely agree with this procedure 
and I thank the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In view of the agreement arrived at 
between the Hon’ble the Leader of the House and the Leader of the 
Opposition, I decide that the resolutions shall be discussed as announced 
by the Hon’ble the Leader of th^ House and that the Bill will be taken 
up later on. But there are a few other items to be taken up today. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Before you proceed to the next 
item of business, I should like to know whether the amendments regard- 
ing the Ordinances will be laid and, if laid, whether members will be 
given opportunities for a discussion. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I would request the Deputy Leader of the 
Congress Party to consult the Leader of the Opposition in this matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, as an indication of 
our hona fides that we intend to put these Bills through this session as 
much as possible, I beg to introduce the Civic Guards Bill, 1947. 

(Secretary read the short title of the Bill.) 

I beg also to introduce the Collective Fines Bill, 1947. 

(Secretary read the short Jiitle of the Bill.) 

Sir, I beg further to introduce the Dacca Area Security Bill, 1947. 

(Secretary read the short title of the Bill.) 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-12 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 13th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 13th February, 1947, at 4-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Alt) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 204 members. 

Oath of allegiance. 

Mr. E. A. Hutchison, elected by the Calcutta and Suburbs (European) 
Constituency, took the oath of allegiance. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Anti-malaria operations in Calcutta, 

•37. Mr. EBRAHIM KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Local Selt-Goveriiment Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the staff employed by the Corporation for carrying out anti-malaria 
operations in the city; 

(n) the nature and extent of work performed by them ; and 
(Hi) the amount spent by the Corporation for the purpose (including cost 
of drugs, etc.) during the last five years? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the staff employed and the amount spent by the Corporation for 

the purpose is inadequate ; 

(ii) that the Government directed the Corporation to re-organise its 

Mosquito Control Department but the Corporation has not carried 
out the directive; 

(Hi) that as a result, incidence of malaria in the city increased greatly 
and Government had to engage its own staff in 1944-45 and 1945-46 
to carry out certain urgent anti-malaria operations in the city at a 
monthly cost of about lls.10,000; and 
(iv) that a further proposal for carrying out some further anti-mail aria 
operations in the city at an estimated cost of about Rs.l lakh and 
a half is also under consideration of Government? 

(c) If the answer to (h)(iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for making this special treatment of the city 
at the cost of rural rate-payers? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of withholding the 
aid given to the Calcutta Corporation in this connection? 

MINISTER in charge of the HEALTH and LOCAL SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a;(G— 

Mosquito Control Officer ••• 1 

Entomologist ... 1 

Laboratory Assistant 1 
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Surveyor ... 1 

Clerks ... 4 

Inspectors ... 6 

Senior Suh-Inspectors ... 38 

Junior Sub-Inspectors ... 100 

Mistries ... 4 

Coolies . . . 300 

Peons ... 8 


(ii) Mosq'nito Control Officer. — He is the Officer in charg-e of the adminis- 
tration of the department. He formulates the scheme and programme of 
work and supervises and controls the work of his subordinate staff. 

Inspectors. — These are the actual supervising staff, responsible for the 
entire work of each district and ihe added areas and some areas outside the 
city. They are in charge of the whole staff working in his area, take their 
attendance, draw the pay bills of labour staff, indent oils and other equip- 
ment, maintain the stores and implement ready for work, attend to public 
complaints, make malaria and mosquito surveys and cany out all directions 
of the Mosquito Control Officer. 

Senior Suh-Inspectors. — In fii)ecial units ^^here work is usually heavy six 
coolies have been given to each Mosquito Sub-Ins])e<*tor who directs liis gang 
in regard to cleansing, oiling, etc. In the sewerc'd area, i.e., city proper, 
each Mostpiito Sub-Tnsj)ector, who is in charge of a Ward oi* ])art of a large 
Ward, has been given G to 12 men under him. The entire luiti-mosiiuito 
operation of a Ward is directed by the Mos(juito 8ub-Tns])ector, who is held 
responsible for any neglect of duties. He is in charge of e(|ui|)m(‘nt and 
oils, and also of supply and repair of them. He maintains a rei'ord book in 
which programme of the weekly work list of liouse inspection cards, and 
list of water reservoirs, tanks, drains, cess-])its, etc., have been noted down 
along with a niaj) of the Ward. 

Junior Suh-1 nspectors. — These have been employed sjx'cially for house-to- 
house inspection accompanied by one or two coolies who carry oils, sprayers, 
syringes, ladders, etc. Each of them has been provided witli an authority 
card for permission to enter a house. They look for breeding pla(;es of 
mosquito in premises and take suitable actions with the help of the coolies. 

{Hi) 1941-42 — Ks.l,87,83G plus tts.7,7G4, cost of anti-malaria drugs. 

’’942-43 — Hs. 1,31, 243 plus Ks.4,995, cost of anti-makuia drugs. 

1943- 44 — Hs. 1,19, 703 plus lls.9,433, cost of anti-malaria diugs. 

1944- 45 — lls. 1,30,886 plus Ks.2G,GG7, cost of anti-malaiia drugs. 

1945- 46 — Hs. 1,95, 900 plus Ks.12,773, co.st of anti-malaria drugs. 

This does not include the salaries, etc., of the medical staff at the dis- 
pensaries. 

{h){i) Yes. 

{li) Yes . The Corporation has reorganised the deinirtmerit in its own way 
and suggested that their scheme should be given at least a year’s trial. 
Goveinment have agieed to this. 

{Hi) The outbj'eak of malaria^])idemic in Calcutta occurred prior to issue 
of Government directives on the subject. 

Government inclined the following expenditure on anti-malaria operations 
in the citv of Calcutta — 


1944- 45 

1945- 46 


Rs. 

43,000 

1,16,000 
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(tv) The reference apparently is to Part T of P.W.R. Scheme No. 188 
for the control of malaria in the Pringe area of ^lie Stilt Lakes to the east 
of Calcutta. This area does not lie within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta 
Corporation. 

A special anti-malaria drive for the hnsfec areas of Calcutta is, however, 
under contemplation, but no definite conclusion has yet been reached as to 
whether it is feasible to put such a scheme into operation. 

(c) The hustee areas being particularly liable to epidemic diseases deserve 
special measures in addition to the measures taken by the (-orporation for 
the city as a whole. 

{(}) This question does not arise until the recogTiised Mosijiiito (^nitrol 
De])artment of the Corporation is definitely considered to have 1 ailed in their 
efforts. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: With reference to answer 
(h){ii)^ wdll the IToiCble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any differcuict* between the ('orj)oratioji sclnune of anti-niaJaria measures 
and the government directive wdth regard to theni!*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Y(\s, Sir, theri‘ is a good deal 
of ’difference betw een the tw^o and, as a matter of ta(*t, wdien (irovernment 
undej'look to have this anti-malaria drive, they not only did not ivceive 
co-o])eration fiom the Cori)oration, but the ('oi‘i)ojation hindereil the 
progress of the (government’s drive.* 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will (iovernment explain 
wdiai is the difference between the Government scheme and the (!orpora- 
tion scheme? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am afiaid, 1 cannot outline 
both the scljenies and give the details of the difference in tlie two schemes. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With reference to answer (b)(/r), 
wdll the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased to state wdietln'r any pi'ogress lias 
been made since this reply was drafted in respect of the anti-malaria drive 
in the busier areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, we were considering 
a scheme for having a soit of Jf.JJ.T. spray diive in the husfre areas of 
Calcutta, but then there w(*re tee-hnical exjuuts who said that a simple 
<lrive of the nature Cfintempluted waiiild not be of any us(‘ unless we 
tackled the ])rol)leni of eradicating mosquito larvae in the dohas or pools 
where water accumulated ami we found another ditticulty in tackling 
the ]U‘oblem, because they had set U]) hatcheries in those anuis and the 
Oalculta Coi'poration had also given tho.se ])ools a sort of lease and 
permissive riglit to start hatcheries and therefore we felt that if w’e 
sprayed D.D.T., it might not only interfere wn'th the woj'k of hatchejies 
but it might kill small fi.sh fries and theretm-e unles.s this matti'r is 
settled at a higher level, it is not ])ossihle now to launch that ]>.J).T. 
spray drive in the buster areas of Calcutta. Put we ]»roi)ose to take up 
this matter again and we liope that w’e will be able to oj’ganise a drive 
in the buster areas wdtli D.D.T. 

Mr. PROYAS CHANDRA LAHIRI: Will tbe TTon ble Minister be 
pleased to state wdielhei’ after such a hig ])ara[)heinalia (jf mosquito- 
control staff, mosquitos have been controlled and malaria has been 
eradicated ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member him.self 
is aware of the answ^er and he knows that the answer obviously 
is that malaria has not yet been controlled. It is a very vast problem 
and it cannot be controlled by a scheme of this kind, but every etfort 
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is made to control tlie outbreak of malaria or the outbreak of epidemic 
in the city and the honourable member is perhaps aware that after the 
Government undertook a drive, the incidence of this disease fell in the 
city of Calcutta. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the main defects of the Corporation scheme? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said that I am 
unable to give any technical opinion on the scheme just at present offhand. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he will consider the desirability of giving effect to 
the Bhore Committee report as far as malaria is concerned in this 
province ? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, the recommendations 
of the Bhore Committee are being examined by the Government and 
those parts of it which can be given effect to will be given effect to. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Calcutta Corj)oration closed this depart- 
ment and reopened it only at the instance of the Government and if the 
expert opinion is that unless the salt lakes are tilled up, this amount of 
1 lakh or 2 lakhs is a mere waste of public money ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, it is not a waste of 
public money, because we have found, having undertaken a drive, that 
the incidence of disease did fall after a drive was organised in Calcutta 
and it is felt tliat it will not be able to eradicate this disease or the scheme 
will jiot be successful in controlling the disease entirely, but good work 
can be done so that the incidence of disease can be brought down. 

Mr. BIMAL OH AN DR A SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what progress has been perceived in the matter of eradica- 
tion of malaria as a result of the husteCi drive? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The statistics show that there 
has been a fall in the incidence of the disease. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if the scheme undertaken by the Corporation had better 
results or the scheme undertaken by Govrnmerit had belter results? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The scheme undertaken by 
Government proved very successful and the Corporation was merely 
tinkering, with their scheme. As I have just outlined earlier, they did 
not bring into the scope of the operation of the scheme, the hatcheries 
which were set up within the hustee areas of Calcutta. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in reference to the fact that the Corporation has not sufficient 
funds for ex])endilure in connection with the malaria control drive 

whether the Government considers the desirability of placing more funds 

at the hands of the Corporation to enable it to fully cope with this problem ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. Government does 
not consider it desirable. On the other hand, Government feels that 
the Corporation should first set its own house in order before they come 
up to Government for funds. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that the resources of the Corporation are being spent in 
the bhadralog areas and the hustees are being neglected. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: By whom? 
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Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: By the Corpora- 
tion. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALIS I think that question should be 
put elsewhere. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether communal ratio rules are being* 
observed in case of appointments in this Department? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
elucidate the answer where he has said that the Corporation should first 
put its own house in order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I think Mr., Ghose understands 

perfectly well what I meant by that expression. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state bow many of the employees as enumerated here are Muslims in 
each of the grades? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether similar anti-malarial drives are contemplated 
in other districts of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, not similar, but we do 
contemplate anti-malarial drive for the Province of Bengal. 

Mr. PR0VA8 CHANDRA LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether after this anti-malarial drive mosquitoes have 
become less in Calcutta of late or more? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: Yes; the number of mosquitoee 

did decrease after the drive. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE: Did the mosquitoes decrease in 
Calcutta in proportion to the increase in population in Calcutta? 
(Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I think a Commission will have 
to be appointed to go into that question (Renewed laughter). 

Mr, AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to question (c), where 
it is slated “special iTeatment of the city at the cost of rural rate-payers” 
to which no answer has been given, according to my understanding the 
spirit is that the rural population has not been neglected in this respect. 
That is the spirit as I understand. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there is a scheme for the rural areas? * 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. I have already 
answered to that question and I may state what I have said several times 
before that this Government has a definite rural bias. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Next question. 

Mr. A, F, STARK: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have not got any 
opportunity to put any supplementary question. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: We have discussed this question, Mr.. 
Stark, for 15 minutes. Next question. 
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Mortality duo to epidemio diseases in some places of Rajshahi district and 
measures to prevent them, 

•38i Mr, MADAR BUXs («) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Medical Hepartment be pleased to state how many 
health centres and charitable dispensaries are there in the district of 
Kajshahi? 

(6) Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of persons 
who died of cholera and smallpox in 1944 and 1945 within the police-station 
of Paghmara, Malda, Mohanpur, Atrai, Singra and (Tiiriidaspur and the 
measure taken by the Government to fight these epidemics? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ideased to state what immediate measures 
he pi'oposoH to adopt for preventing repetitions of the same? 

The Hoti’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : (a) There are 24 health centres and 
bC charitable dispensaries in the district. 

(5) A statement is placed on the Table showing the mortality figures 
during 1944 and 1945 from cholera and smallpox in the thanas mentioned. 

Eight Goyerinnent Sanitary Assistants and 4 mobile medical units 
organised by Government have been working in the disirict since December, 
1943, in co-o])eration witli the health staff of the District Board. 

(c) In addition to the staff mentioned above 40 Government health assist- 
ants were sent to the district in September, 194G, and are still working there. 
A Subdivisional Health Officer has also been posted to the district. The 
services of tlie entire staff will be retained as long as considered necessary. 

-Statement referred to in rejdy to clause {h) of starred qvestion No. 3S, show- 

iuf] deaths from cholera and smallpo.r for the years 1M4 and 194o in 

certain thanas of Rajshahi district. 

1944. 1945. 

Names of thanas. r- ^ t * ^ 





Cholera. 

Small- 

pox. 

Cholera. 

Small- 

pox. 

Mohanpur 



18 

Nil 

40 

9 

Bagmara 



67 

99 

204 

188 

Singra 



50 

126 

127 

312 

Gurudaspur 



64 

68 

82 

36 

Atrai 



75 

83 

32 

116 

Manda 



49 

28 

22 

283 


Dr, SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether cliolera and smallpox are preventible diseases? 

The Hon’blo Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: That is, of course, a matter of 
technical o])i]iic)n. I think that they are preventible diseases. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to explain though thes^ two diseases are preventible, — and being 
a doctor 1 do say they are preventible diseases — why the incidence of 
Bmallpox has increased in 1945, compared to 1944 figures in these thanas 
•of Kajshahi? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid, I cannot state the 
Teason why there lias been increase in that particular area, but I might 
ielMhe honourable member that the figures for 1945, were very encourag- 
ing and have been the best so far as the last 20 years are concerned. 
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Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: The incidence shows very encouraf^ing 
from tlie iioint of view of mortality and not from the point of view of 
life saved. Will the Hon’ble Minister please explain why the incidence 
has incieased in 1045, compared to 1944? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALIS When T said the figures were 
encouraging, I was referring to 1946. As a matter of fact, 1 wanted to 
reserve that information to the House till 'I made the Budget sjieech. 
I may tell the House that the figures of mortaliiy and the incidence of 
diseases in the year 1046, have been the best so far as Bengal is conecMiied 
from the year 1022. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: AA ill the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state what are the duteis and functions of the 
Subdivisional Health Officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: His duty is todook after the 
public health of the subdivision. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Is it one of the reasons why 
this period has been. the best year according to the Hon’bh' Minisler that 
those who might have succumbed to these diseases perished in the last 
famine ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI, Alter 1046, we have two >,ears 
1044 and 10*1'), and I am sjieaking of 1046 which means thiee \ears afler 
1046. ‘ » 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: AVill the Hon’hle Minisier 
be pleased to state which agency collects mortality figures due to e])ideinic 
in tlie mufassal areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS Tlieie are diffeient agencies 
for recoi'ding of deaths and births. The jirimary duty is oi the llniou 
Board which is under tlie direct supervision of the jiuhlic health stall'. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: AVill th e TTon’hle Afinister 
be j)leased to state whether he received any complaint from ]>eople that 
mortality figures are not being kept exactly by the ehaiikidars? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, there used to he a complaint 
and after that (fovernment have changed the system so as to ensure greater 
accuracy of those figures. 

Mr. PROVAS CHANDRA LAHIRI: AAill the Hon Ide AJinister be 
pleased to state whether he is trying to ascertain tire reasons for the suilden 
flare-up in the death roll in 1045? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: The matter was gone into hy 
the public health staff. I am afraid, 1 cannot give the leasons why theie 
were inor(‘ deatlis from those two diseases. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: AA'ith reference to ans\ver (r), will the 
Hoii’ble Alinister be pleased to state whether communal latio rules were 
observed in the matter of appointments of these officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Appointment to what? 

Mri AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Appointments of these oiticerH to the 
Public Health Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: So far as apimintments the 
Public Health Department of Government are concerned, I can state that 
every effort is made to see that communal ratio rules are maintained — 
and will be maintained. 



176 


QUESTIONS, 


[13th Fub,, 


Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister l)e pleased to state whether he is aware that the Suhdivisional 
Health Otficer only sent a report to the Government, but did not do any- 
thing to prevent the diseases in the mufassil? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: On the contrary, they are 
hard-worked and they have to go on tours in the subdivision where they 
are posted to supervise the work of mobile medical units and to supervise 
the work of tlie Inspectors and the Health assistants and the Health 
staff of the district board. They have to keep in touch with the District 
Health Officer, who is an officer of the district board. 

Mr. MIHrR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the communal ratio is maintained in the 
mortality figure also? (Laughter). 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALi: I think honourable member 
knows about it more than I do. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether chowkidars are advised by the Government agencies to suppress 
the figures of mortality from epidemic diseases like cholera and small- 
pox? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. BIMAL OHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that action was taken against one Chandra 
Sekhar Sinha, in Bankura, because he reported cases of deaths from 
starvation and cholera? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; I am not an Encyclopaedia and 
so I cannot give the minutest details. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN; In view of the fact revealed in the 
statement by the Hon’ble Minister that death rate from small-pox has 
increased ten times in the thana of Manda, does the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of instituting an enquiry into this matter and 
consider the desnrability of transferring the officer in charp*e of the Health 
Denartment? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI; The primary duty regarding 
the public health activities in the district rests with the district board 
and Government supplements the work of the district board, and 
Government cannot take charge of any responsibility regarding the 
transfer of the staff of one district board to another district board. I 
hope the honourable member realises the fact that the primary 
respousility resis with the officers of the district board and in case they 
are not capable of coping with the situation, Government gives assistance 
to tile district board by lending some of the Government officers and 
posting tluoii as Suhdivisional Health Officers along w'ith a batch of 
sanitary assistants and sanitary inspectors. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Present Officer in charge of Datan police-station, Midnapore. ^ 

11. Mr. SERAJUDDIN AHAMMAD; (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware of any acts of the present Officer in 
charge of Datan police-station, Midnapore, prejudicial to the public interest® 

(6) Is it a fact that several petitions were sent against him to the Super- 
intendent of Police, Midnapore, both by Hindus end Muslims? 
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^ (c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action has 
been taken in the matter? 

{d) If no action has been taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reasons thereof? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the said ofl&cer has been posted 
!to the said police-station for over 3 years ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy) : {a) No. 

(6) and (e) Yes. 

(c) Enquiries were made and he was found not at fault. 

{d) Does not arise. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what were the charges against the officer 
mentioned in (a) ?. 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state who was the gentleman, who made enquiries? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; Mr. Pollard. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Was the enquiry public or 
private ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; The enquiry was made by the Superintendent 
of Police. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Were those who made the 
petition given the chances of making a statement to the enquiring court? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Who are the 

gentlemen that made the petition? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ABDU8 SABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if this officer has been promoted since? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I am not aware. 

Strand Road within Pabna Municipality. 

12. Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(t) if the Commissioners of the Pabna Municipality have repeatedly 
approached the Government with requests for making due provi- 
sion for maintenance of a small portion of the tar-macadamised 
Strand Hoad running within the municipal area; 

{ii) if he is aware that due to i)aucity of funds it is impossible for the 
Pabna Municipality to bear the heavy annual cost of repair and 
maintenance of that road ; and 

(m) if his Department has received any representation from the 
Chairman, Pabna Municipality, dated the 9th March, 1946, 
embodying three alternative suggestions of the Municipality for 
Government consideration so as to accord relief to the Munici- 
pality— 

(1) by getting the Communications and Works Department of the 
Government to undertake the periodical repairs of the Muni- 
cipal Strand Road, subject to the payment of one-third of the 
cost by the Municipality, or 
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(2) by sanctioning the payment of an annual subsidy of Es.2,000 
out of the provincial revenue, or 

(3) by making a special grant of that amount out of the Motor 

Vehicles Tax Fund? 

(/j) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he pro- 
poses to accejjt any of those three suggestions referred to in (a) {in)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) (i) The Pabna Municipality 
has repeatedly re(]uested (iovernment in Works and Buildings Bepartmenti 
to take over this Municipal road. 

(ii) Government is not satisfied that the Municipality is unable to bear 
the cost of maintenance of this Municipal road. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) Government is not prepared to accept any of these three proposals 
because the maintenance of this purely Municipal road is a concern of the 
Pabna Municipality. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that the municipality of Pabna is unable to maintain the Pabna Strand 
Road running within the Pabna Municipality? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: That is a matter which rests with the Pabna 
Municipality. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state, how many municipal roads are maintained 
by the flovernment? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
municipality of Pabna in their petition, dated 9th March, stated that 
they were ready and capable to bear the cost of Rs. 500 only for the 
maintenance of that road ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Yes, but Government considered that Govern- 
ment were unable to bear the cost of maintenance of the municipal road. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: AVith reference to answer (6), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that apart from the municipal portion, the Strand 
Road is already maintained by the Government? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: May be so. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Then what is the objection on the part 
of the Government to maintain only a small portion of that road wHch 
will cost very little? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Because that portion of the road runs from Iswardi 
to Pabna. 

Supply of quinine to ^ietricts of Bengal. 

13. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Health (Medical) Department aware— 

(t) that the malaria in an epidemic form has broken out in different 
areas in the district of Tippera ; and 

(it) that the quinine is not available in the rural as well as the urban 
areas of the district? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what quantity of quinine has been supplied to the Government, 
district and subdivisional hospitals in the year 1945 as well as 
in the months of January, February, March, April, May, June, 
1946; 
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(w) whether the District Board has been supplied with any quantity of 
quinine during the above period; if so, what is the quantity; 
(m) what quantity in the average had been supplied in each year in the 
years 1937 to 1945; 

(iv) what was the stock of quinine of the Government of Bengal in the 
year 1945; and 

(r) what quantity had been supplied to different distj'iets of Bengal out 
of that stock? 

(c) Do the Government consider the desirability of making arrangements 
for reaching quinine to all the areas of Bengal ? • 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: {a) (/) (Vnnpared to })revious two 
years the incidence of malaria during the current year ai)])ears to be low'. 
Comparative statements A and B of morbidity and mortality figures are 
placed on the Table. 

(u) No such report has been received in the Directorate of Health. 

(b) (i) A statement marked C is placed on the Table. 

(ii) A statement giving the relevant information and marked D is placed 
on the Table. 

(in) During the year 1943-44, 1,495 lbs. of quinine and during the year 

1944- 45, 3,190 lbs. of quinine, 2,190 lbs. of cinchona and 15,315,000 tablets 
of mepacrine were supplied to the Tippera district. Prior to that the annual 
allotments were made to the District Board and to the Civil Surgeon in 
terms of money, average annual allotment being Rs.9,933. 

(iv) 50,000 lbs. of quinine, 40,000 lbs. of ciii(*l)oua febrifuge and 344 
million tablets of mepacrine hydrochlor were allotted to Bengal during 

1945- 46 by the Central Government. 

(v) Statement E which contains the information is laid on the Ta])le. 

(c) Necessary arrangements have already been made. 

Statement A referred to in reply to clavsc (a) (i) of vnsfarred question 
No. 13, showing malaria cases treated in hospitals and dispensaries in 
the district of Tippera, during the years 1944, 1946 and 1046. up to 
date. 


Years. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

Juno. 

1944 

61,588 


37,364 

46,390 

62,994 

33,716 

1945 

37,899 

29,171 

26,672 


27,969 

33,080 

1946 

18,856 

14,840 

18,979 

22,198 

28,273 



Years. July. August. September. October. November. December. 

1944 .. 62,896 66,776 66,632 66,627 81,990 64,728 

1945 .. 41,766 37,826 30,438 26,382 24,220 20,182 

1946 


Statement B referred 'to in reply to clause (a) (i) of unstarred question No. 13, 
showing deaths from malaria, month by month, for the years 1944 lo 
me of Tippera. 

Years. January. February. March. April, May. June. 

1944 .. 9,066 6,710 4,162 3,867 3,726 3,019 

1946 .. 3,091 2,876 2,686 1,996 2,063 1,708 

1946 . . 1,061 776 919 610 662 


July. 

3,464 

1,910 


Years. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Annual. 

1944 

3,129 

2,693 

3,032 

4,226 

4,802 

61,786 

1946 

1,700 

1,680 

1,916 

1,714 

1,744 

24,873 


1946 
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Statement C referred to in reply to clause (b) (i) of unstarred gmsUon 
No. 13 f showing anti-malaria drugs supplied to the Government District 
* and Subdividonal Hospitals from the District Rationing Store Com-. 


mitiee during the year 1946. 


Quinine. 

Quinine Cinchona. 

Ampoules. 

Mepacrine Remarks. 

Tablets. 

17 lbs. 

24 boxes. 20 lbs. 

136,000 


Above statement from January to June, 1946. 

Quinine. 

Quinine Cinchona Feb- 

Ampoules. rifuge powder. 

Mepacrine Remarks. 

Tablets. 

14 lbs. 

90 boxes. 16 lbs. 

76,000 


Statement 1) referred to in reply to clause (b) (ii) of unstarred question 
No. 13y showing the quinine and other anti-malaria drugs supjdied to 
the District Board of Tippera, during the ralander year 1946 as well 
as in the months from January to JunCy 1946. 




(For the 

year 1946.) 



Quinine 

Sulph. 

Quinine 

Ampoules. 

Cinchona 

Febrifuge. 

Mepacrine Remarks. 

Tablets. 

On payment 

50 lbs. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fm 

. . 242 lbs. 

Nil 

152 lbs. 

2,480,000 

tablets. 


(For the months from January to June, 1946.) 

On payment 

. . 60 lbs. 

Nil 

66 lbs. 

Nil 

Free 

00 lbs. 

Nil 

100 lbs. 

1,180,000 

tablets. 


Statement E referred to in reply to clause (b) (v) of unstarred question 
No. 13, showing quinine and mcpacrinc issued ta the different districts 
of Bengaly during the year 1946-^46. 


NamoB of distriots. Quinine. 

Lbs. 


Burdwan . . 610 

Birbhum • • 1,226 

Bankura . . 646 

Midnapore . . 640 

Hooghiy . . 460 

Howmh . . 376 

24Piirgaua8 .. 1,960 

Nadia . . 1,300 

Murshidabad . . 880 

Jessoro . . 390 

Khulna . . 670 

Rajshahi . . 250 

Dinajpur . . 766 

Jalpaiguri . . 830 

Rangpur . . 660 

Bogra . . 651 

Pabna . . 466 

MaJda . . 1^5 

Darjeeling 

Dacca . . 1,400 

Myrnensingb • . i,200 

Faiidpur . . 100 

Bakarganj . . 1,376 

Chittagong . . 1,135 

Noakhali • • 180 

l^ppera . . 400 


Chittagong Hill Traots 


Cinchona Mepacrine. Remarks. 

Febrifuge. 

Lbs. No. of 
tablets. 

200 6,000,000 

4.600.000 

1 . 100.000 

220 4,200,000 

116 2,725,000 

130 800,000 

860 8,700,000 

620 7,000,000 

207 3,300,000 

206 3,100,000 

346 2.000,000 

1,800,000 
100 1,200,000 

126 60,000 

380 4,000,000 

160 1,360,000 

100 2,600,000 

300,000 
1,000,000 
600 6,000,000 

1,300 21,100,000 

26 3,000,000 

460 4,600,000 

326 5,800,000 

140 1,260,000 

800 2,000,000 

10 182,000 
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Mr. PROVA8 CHANDRA LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Ministor be 
pleased to state the reasons for such niggardly supply of quinine in the 
district of Rajshahi, which is one of Ihe most prominently noted districts 
for malaria in Bengal? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: I ask for notice. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what is the nature of the 
arrangements that have already been made I' 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: That lias been clearly stated in the statement 
appended to the answer. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJIS No, the nature of the arrange- 
ment is not stated there. It is only stated that so much was given. 
But the question is, *‘I>o the Government consider the desirability of 
making arrangements for reaching quinine to all the areas of Bengal P” 
The answer is, “Necessary arrangements have already been made.” 
Now my question is, what is the arrangement that has been madeP 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Quinine is distributed to all the Civil Surgeons 
according to the requisition made by them. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURYs Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he has got any information from 
sources other than the Directorate of Health tliat quinine is not available 
in the mufassil ? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Such information was given, but Government 
supply of quinine is now being made available to all Civil Surgeons, and 
quinine is being sent for distribution in those areas. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that thousands of people approached them and told them 
that quinine was not available? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM. Since then Government have niadi* arrangements 
for distribution of more quinine in the rural areas. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that an honourable member of this House sent a letter to tlje 
Minister-in-charge, reporting that there was no stock of quinine in the 
A. G. Hospital at Tantipara in Birbhum for a month and a half? 

Mr. 8. A. 8 ALIM: Yes. But necessary steps have been taken so 
that quinine might be sent there. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if Government is aware that quinine is avail- 
able in black market in rural areas? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM; We have heard of such renorts, but actually we do 
not know of any specific cases as far as black market is concerned. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the present relationship between supply and 
demand of quinine in Bengal? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. JA8IMUDD1H AHMED: Will the Hnn’We Minister be pleW 
to state what does he mean by the figure 61,588 given in January, 1944? 
Is it in respect of money or in respect of weight of quinine? 

Mr. 8. A. 8 ALIM: The statement is showing malaria^ cases treated 
in hospitals and dispensaries in the district of Tippera. 

13 
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Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be pleased 
to state the price of a pound of raw quinine and the price of quinine ampule ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM : I am not a doctor, so I want notice. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Govern- 
ment is charging exorbitant price for quinine ampule? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: AVe have got no such information. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware tliat })artioularly this year malarial mortality is the heaviest in 
Birbhum in the Burdwan Division? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: There is no such information as yet in the hand 
of the Government. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: AVill the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary be pleased to state 

Mr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order. Is an honourable 
member entitled to address the Parliamentary Secretary when he replies 
(to questions as Parliamentary Secretary? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: On a point of 
order. Should I call him Hon’ble Minister or Deputy Minister or what? 

Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether be is aware that 
when Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries go on tour in the mofussal, 
even they do not get quinine and sometimes they have got to 
use Mepacrine as a substitute? 

Mr. S. A. SALIM: I am afraid, I have got no such information. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Not to speak of quinine, 
is the Hon’hle Minister aw'uro that at the A. G. Hospital in Tantipara in 
the district of Birbhum, there was no supply of Castor Oil. Sodi Bicarb, 
Mag. Sulph. and such other medicines in the months of November and 
December and complaints were made to this effect by one honourable 
member of this House? 

Mr. S. A. SALIM: As far as this matter is concerned, Government is 
not aware of that. 


Scheduled Caste dealers of Narail subdivision. 

14. Mr. BEdOY KRISHNA SARKAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the communal ratio for the Scheduled Castes has been 

observed in appointing dealers and sub-dealers in the Narail 
subdivision; and 

(b) if not, the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (tiM 
Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran): {a^ Government have fixed no definite ratio 
for Scheduled Caste dealers. Attempts are, however, made to give fair 
representation to the Scheduled Castes provided dealers bel(toging to the 
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community witli necessary business experience and financial stability are 
available. In the Narail subdivision the proportion of Scheduled Caste 
dealers is as follows — 

Kerosene, su»:ar, etc. — 

Per cent. 

Wholesalers ... 6^ 

Retailers ... 9^ 

Textiles — 

Wholesalers ... Nil. 

Retailers > ... 10 

(b) Larger re])rc>eiitati()n could not be given to the Scheduled Castes 
because of the dearth of Scheduled (^aate dealers with the necessary business 
experience and tinancial resources. Though offered dealerships some could 
not accept becaust' they did not have sufficient lunds. 

Mft BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will tlie ITon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is the policy of the Governnient in making u]>pomt- 
ments of dealers and sub-dealers, whatever communities they may belong 
to, always to insist upon business experience? 

(No answer was forthcoming, because of the absence of the Minister 
and the Parliamentary Secretary of the Department.) 

This is ver\ unfair that no Hon’ble Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 
is present here. This should not be allowed. 

Mfi K. NA8ARULLAH: This is the first time that the Minister and 
the Parliamentary Secretary of the (’ivil Supplies Department are both 
absent. So the question may be held over. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: On a point of information. We wore 
hearing here that the Civil Supplies Department was going to l>e liquidated. 
Has it been liquidated? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not a point of information. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Rice may be 
controlled, but questions should not be controlled like this. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Is it held over? 

Mr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The question may kindly be held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, this question is held over. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: It may be held over, but T want to 
make a submission on this point. Government have appointed so many 
Parliamentary Secretaries and so much money is being spent on them. 
It is, but meet and fair that one of them should be present, if not the 
Hon^ble Minister, to reply to questions that are tabled before the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think, it is not fair that both of them 
should remain absent from the House, when questions of that department 
are takne up, but it has been pointed out that this is the first omission 
on the part of the Hon^ble Minister. I would like to hold over the 
question. 

Next question. 
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Jute restrietiofi operations In ConUi suMivision. 

15. Mr. PRAMATHANATH BANDOPADHAYA; (a) Will the Hoa’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Contai subdivision in Midnapore district is not a jute-growing 

subdivision like those of East and North Bengal; 

(ii) that people of Contai subdivision generally grow juto on high lands 

and not on paddy lands ; and 

(m) that the jute grown there is barely sufficient to meet local demands P. 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) wffiat was the average value of total export of jute from Contai last 
year; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that introduction of jute restriction operations 
has affected adversely the poor cultivators ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of discontinuing jute restriction operation in Contai 
subdivision ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): {a)(i) Yes. 

(it) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(m) There is no reason to think that there has been any difficulty in 
meeting the local demands. 

(b) (i) No dependable data as to the value of total export of jute from 
Contai last year is available. It appears there was no large scale export 
but small quantities were exported by Farias. 

(ti) No. 

(c) The (luestion does not arise. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA: tot 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I think certainly there was. The idea was to 
increase the price of jute. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHAYA; 

CT jute restriction tfwtm ^5 

Mr. A. ABDUL KARIM: No, because, even after the Jute Restriction 
Scheme was enforced the cultivators did not grow jute in the land that 
was set apart for that. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that due to* saline flood in the year 1942, jute could 
not be grown there? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have no information. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the nuffiber of Jute Restriction Officers in Contai? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot say off-hand. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give an approximate idea of the total expenditure on jute in 
that subdivision? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am sorry, 1 cannot give without notice. 
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STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Hunger-strike by some under-trial prisoners in Krishnagar Jail. 

•38A. (Short Notice). Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA CHAKRA- 
VARTY: AVill the IIon*l>le Minister in cliai^re of the Home Depart- 

ment l)e pleastul to vstute whether it is a fact that some umler-trial 
prisoners at Krishnajirar (Nadia), Jail have ^one on hunger-strike? 

(/>) Is it a fact that n‘.sj>ectable men like Dr. Puma ('handra Paramanik, 
M.P., Mr. llaridas l)e, Mr. Kanailal Paul and Mr. Jaleswar 
Sen have been put into class III Prisoners* p-rivde and as a protest of that 
and for other sorts ot ill-treatment these f^entlemen liave been compelled 
to start hunger-strike? 

(r) Does the Government contemplate classifying the above named 
prisoners and others who by their education ami social position deserve 
classification ? 

{(]) AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the facts which led 
them to resort to hunger-strike? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman): {n) Four under-trial prisoners started hunger-strike on the 
1st February, 1947. Py the afternoon of the 8th February, 1947, all of 
them gave it up one after anotlier. 

(h) 'Idle four under-trial prisoners have been classified as Division II 
under-trial. They resorted to hunger-strike as a protest against this 
classification. Only Mr. Kanailal Pal complained of maltreatment in 
addition. 

(c) Orders have issued classifying Mr. Kanailal Pal as Division I under- 
trial. The Distri(--t Magistrate lias been asked to report on the rest. 

(d) The four under-trial pri.soneT.s were classified as Division 1 , under- 
trials by tlie trying Magistrate without the approval of the IHstrict 
Magistrate as re(iiiired under the Rules. They were reduced to Division 11 
under the orders of the District Magistrate. This was the ground for the 
hunger-strike. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: AVill the llon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state wliy a difi’erence has been made between Mr. Kanailal 
Pal and Dr. Puma Chandra Paramanik, M.B., and Mr. llaridas who 
is the Secretary of the Santipur Committee and also of the Peace 
Committee, amfMr. Jaleswar Sen? AVhy they have not been ordered to 
be put in Division 1? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: On a former occasion, Mr. Kanailal 
Pal was treated as Division 1 prisoner, so no further enquiry was necessary 
in regard to him. Rut in regard to others we have called for further 
reports frdhi the District Magistrate. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: AVith reference to 
answer (h), will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state what was the 
nature of maltreatment that Kanailal Pal complained of? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: His allegatron was torture by some 
Jail officer. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA CfNHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any action has been taken on the report of allegation of torture? 
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Mri HAMIDUDDIN AHMED* An enquiry was made and the allega- 
tion was found to be false. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. Kanailal Pal was put in a 
solitary cell? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIH AHMED: No, it is not a fact. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Are all these prisoners political 
prisoners P 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; No. They are prisoners in connection 
with communal riot. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
Mr. Haridas De, Secretary, Santipur Peace rommittee and Secretary, 
Santipur Congress Committee, protested against the policy of the District 
Magistrate in the matter of distribution of yarn to weavers and in the 
matter of not allowing them to sell their own cloth though it was not 
rationed ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: It arises in this way. He protested 
and for that a case has been instituted against liiiu by tlu* 
District Magistrate and be is made to rot in jail and he has not been 

given bail. Mr. Haridas De is a member of th«‘ Peace Commit ti‘e; h(» 

is a respectable man; he w’as in Division I. The District Magistrate 

went there and degraded him to Division 11. Is the Hon’ble Minister 

aware that the District Magistrate has got a relation in Calcutta to whom 
cloth is sent regularly? Sir, these are very pertinent questifjns. There 
was a great sensation. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Nadia is the 
only district w^here the District Magistrate has got a quota as Magistrate’s 
reserve for distribution of cloth? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Sir, it is not a question but a statement. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aw'are that under-trial Division II, treat- 
ment is the same kind of treatment as accorded to convicted prisoners 
placed in Division HIP 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; In view of the answer 
which he has just given, that Division III treatment as meted out to 
convicted prisoners is meted out to uuder-trial prisoners who have not 
been convicted of any offence, in view of that answer, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government is considering the 
desirability of abolishing under-trial Division II, altogether and placing 
under-trial prisiiners in a class of treatment where they may get all the 
reasonable fair treatment that an under-trial prisoner should deserve? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It will receive the consideration of 
Government. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR; What are the basic rules for classifica- 
tion ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Status and mode of living of the 
prisoner. 

Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

S leaesd to state if status and position in society are the criteria, why an 
[.B. was put in Division II, which means practically Division III convicted 
prisoner ? 
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Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMEOi I cannot give details unless we have 
got further reports from the District Magistrate. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that these prisoners took resort to hunger- 
strike as a protest, because they were compelled to observe ‘^Sarkar 
Salam” in the jail? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; No. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERilEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister consider- 
ing the desirability of issuing forthwith an order for putting these 
respectable persons in Division IP 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government is not prepared to revise 
its decision unless it gets further reports from the Collector. 

Mr. NAWAJE8H AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state wliat are the criteria for classification of under-trial prisoners? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; I have already said that status and 
mode of living. 

Mr. NAWAJE8H AHMED; What are the educational qualifications 
and social position of Jaleswar Sen, Kanailal Paul and llaridas J)e? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I cannot say anything before we get 
further reports from tlie Collector. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE. Is the Hoirble Minister aware that 
these prisoners have got much more qualification than many members 
present here? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Flon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether a doctor holding an M.JJ. degree is not 
entitled to l»e classified as Division I prisoner? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: M.B. qualification is a strong point. 

Mr. RAMHARI ROY. With reference to answer (d), will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the District Magistrate disapproved of 
the cla-ssification by the trying Court? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED. According to the Jail liulcs trying 
Magistrates mu.st classify prisoners with the approval td the District 
Magistrate. 

Mr. RAMHARI ROY: I want to know the grounds of disajiproval. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: We have called for the grounds from 
the District Magistrate. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Who was the District 
Magistrate there? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I do not know the name. 

f 

Post of Director of Industries, Bengal. 

*39. Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E; Will the Hon’hle Minhster in 
charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be jileased to 
state — 

(a) how many times during 1945 were applications invited by public 
advertisement by the Public Service Commission to fill up the 
post of Director of Industries, Bengal; 
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. (b) the reasons why such applications were invited; 

(c) whether the Public Service Commission had made any recommenda- 

tions ; 

(d) if so, what; 

(e) whether the recommendations of the Public Service Commission were 

accepted; and 

(/) if not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) The post 
was advertised twice by the Public Service Commission; a search was also 
made to find a suitable man overseas. 

(h) Jn order to fill the vacancy in the post (‘aused by the deputation of 
the permanent Director of Industries to the Supply Directorate of the 
Central Government. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The Commission recommended one Mr. K. 0. Wadia, who was then 
holding the post of Director of Miscellaneous Stores in the Directorate- 
General of Supj)ly, under the Central Government, for appointment. 

(c) and (/) While the Commission’s recommendation was under considera- 
tion, the permanent Director, on being released by the Central Government, 
reverted to his sulwtantive post. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why Dr. Ali Karim resigned his post ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: It was his own choice. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when it was that the Public Service Commission had sent in their 
recommendations ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I am Sony, I cannot tell 
you the exact date. It w^as in 1945. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the Hon'ble Minister l)e pleased 
to state when the permanent incumbent reverted to his substantive post^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I think very recently. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed 
to state as to why nearly two years intervened between the time when 
the Public Service (’ommission had sent in recommendations and the time 
when the permanent Directin’ reverted to his post, but the recommenda- 
tion of the Public Service Commissiini was not given effect to^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: There was section 93 
Government running at the time. When we took up office, we made a 
search afterwards for a suitable man. We found that Mr. M^adia was 
only in charge of miscellaneous duties outside. He was not a fit person 
for a big post like this. So we did not like him. In the mean time the 
permanent Director came back from the Central Government. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Acting Director ^f Industries was a candidate for the post? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there has been a Press propaganda to the effect that the oflSciating Director 
of Industries was the best candidate who could have been selected? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I disallow that question. 
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Khan Bahadur 8YEO MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Dr. AH Karim was appointed on the 
recommendation of the Public Service Commission? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: It is not necessary to 
consult the Public Service Commission for officiating appointment. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to answer 
(a), that a search was also made to find a suitable man overseas, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in wliich countries overseas a search 
was made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: All possible countries. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: AVill the llon'ble 
Minister be j)leused to state whether he is aware that one of the Directors 
of the Industries Department was responsible for the h)ss incurred by 
Government in connection with the Bcheme of construction of boats and 
whether the Hon’ble the Finance Minister promised to take steps in the 
matter, and if so, what steps have since been taken ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: If you want an answer 
to this question you should aildress the (piestion to the Ilon’ble the 
Finance Minister. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Sir, I am now 
putting the question in the ])roper form. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any of the gentlemen just named were re.s])onsihle 
for the loss incurred by (iovernment in connection with boat construction? 

I mean Mr. S. C. Mitter and Dr. Ali Karim. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I do not know that, but 
80 far as Mr. Mitter is concerned, he went over to the Central (iovernment. 
Possibly he had some connection with boat construction, but 1 cannot tell 
you what really did liaj>pen. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Was this ques- 
tiou of taking steps against Mr. Mitter raised when he reverted 
to his original post? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister ])roinised on the floor of this House, that an emjuir\ would he 
made into tlie bungling of boat construction. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hoi. hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact (bat tlie stal.Mmmt made in connec- 
tion wdtli boat construction by the Hon’ble Minister has been cliallenged 
about its veracity and whetehr that requires the careful consideration by 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: The veracity of that 
statement has never been challenged. 

Mr. MD. KHUDA BUKSH: AA^ili the Hon'ble Minister kindly state 
whether it is the policy of (iovernment to advertise for applications of 
candidates and simultaneou.sly search for candidates elsewhere? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: There w'as an advertise- 
ment and a search was made overseas. 

Cost of living and wages of juts mill labourers. 

/40. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE; (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Labour Departme^ be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the cost oi living of average labourers in 
Bengal has as compared with pre-war conditions risen by about 
3()0 per cent. : 
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(n) whether there has been any increase in the wage of the labourers of 
jute mills of Bengal after the break out of the second World War; 

(in) if so, how many times and each time by what per cent. ; 

(iv) what proportion the present income of the workers of jute mills of 

Bengal bears to the pre-war income; and 

(i;) whether the proportion corresponds with the relationship between 
the pre-war and post-war cost of living? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (v) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state definite figures to justify such statement? 

(c) If not, what steps does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take with a 
view to make the two tally? 

(When the ilon’ble Mr. Shainsuddin Ahmed rose to answer.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any objection to the answer being 
taken as read and then to put supplementary questions? As only five 
minutes are left, it would enable more supplementary questions to be put. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: In that case, Sir, the question may 
be held over. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, it has been the practice 
that tJie answer is read out an<l this should be floiie. 

The Hon’bla Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; (d) (/) According to the 
working class cost of living index of the Calcutta area (unpublished) prepared 
in Labour Coniinissioner’s oflice, the index for June, 1940, was 2GS. 

(it) Yes. 

(Hi) On the 6th November, 1939, an increase of 10 per cent, on basic 
wages. From June, 1941, an amenity allowance of annas 4 per week. From 
8th May, 1942, the amenity allowance was increased to annas 12 ])er week. 
From 17th August, 1942, the amenity allowance was increased to Ke.l per 
week. From the 14th December, 1942, the amenity allow^ance w'as increased 
to Rs.1-4 per week. On the 9th December, 1944, the amenity allowance was 
increased to Rs.2 per week. From April, 1946, all mills began to implement 
a 15 per cent, increase in wages of mill and factory labour. Food concession 
amounts to Re. 1-1 per week now. 

(tv) An increase of 86 per cent, taking into account all allowances in 
cash and kind. 

(v) No. 

(b) and (r) The general policy of Government has been to ensure that so 
far workers in the low'er wage groups are concerned, they are fully compen- 
sated for the inc’reased cost of living. An eiujuiry wsls started sometime ago 
by the Labour (^)mniisHiuner, Mr. Hughes, into conditions of work of ])res8e8 
employed in the Jute industry. The enquiry w'as unfortunately not com- 
pleted. Government i)ropose to resume the enquiry at an early date, and 
trust that action will be taken to secure for these workers a reasonable wage. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that after June, 1946, when the cost 
of living index of the Calcutta area was 268. the cost of living index has 
greatly increased, and, if s^. what is the present cost of living index? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I find that your point is 
that, compared wit>li pre-war conditions, the rise is 300 per cent., but I 
have stated that the increase is 86 per cent. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the present cost of living as compared to that for 1939, has increased 
by 300 to 400 per cent. P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Quite likely. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: With reference to the answer 
to (6) and (c), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
proper action has been taken with a view to ensuring the low'er grade 
workers to be fully compensated? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: As 1 have already told 
you, we propose to resume the enquiry again. Of course, we do not know 
whether the Government of India order will in the mean time reach us. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be oleased 
to state what was the basic wage in 1930 and what is the total emolument 
of a jute worker just at the present time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; I am sorry, I cannot say 
off-hand. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: With regard to answer {h) and (c), will tho 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the nature of the enquiry^ 
what were the points of reference and when was the enquiry made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; I cannot say off-hand. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR ; Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleastMl to state whether the rise in wa^es Inis kept ])aee with the rise 
in tlie rate of profit of the jute mill owners during this ])eriod ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED: 1 cannot tell yo\i the 
exact position, because I cannot calculate the profits earned, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be ])lease(l to undertake an enquiry into the rale of rise in profit of the 
jute mill owners and thereby secure that rise in wages may be made to 
tally with cost in the index of prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 can assure the honourable 
member that an eruiuiry wiW be made — a thorough empiiry w’ill he made — 
and living wage will be assured to the workers. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state w'hen the enquiry will be completed and why 
has not been completed so long? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UOOIN AHMED: I can assure \o\i, it w'ill be 
instituted very soon. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the lion hie Minister he 
pleased to .state who will conduct the en(|uiry — wdiether hy an individual 
or a committee w’ill he formed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: T think a committee will 
be set up for the purpose. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; The question may be held 
over, 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: No. There has beiui sufficient discussion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, it affects 93, jute mills and 
about 3 lakhs of w'orkers. So, it is a vital question ff»r lliem. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I did not see mucli enthusiasm in putting 
supplementary question. It is not held over. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have a 
submission to make. You will remember that last week, I brought to 
your notice that the proceedings of the last session had not yet been 
circulated to members and I also brought to your notice, the difficulties — 
I might almost say, the unreality — of having a budget discussion this 
session without having the report, particularly the pronouncements and 
statements by the Government members during the last session. I also 
stated that you would make arrangement and you assured us that you 
would look into the matter and that some arrangement would b*" made 
so that mem hers might obtain the proceedings of the last session or 
alternatively the presentation of the budget might he delayed. I do not 
know what can he done. I would like to know what you liave done in this 
matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, so far as your point is concerned, 
I told you even on that day that I was appealing to the 
Hon’hle Leader of the House to expedite printing of proceedings and send 
them to the honourable members. 1, however, do not like to make any 
statement just now. I will make enquiry about the matter and I will 
make announcement later on. 

As regards the point raised by Mr. Stark yesterday, about extending 
time for sending amendments on the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land 
Bill, 1 am in a po.sition to give more time to the honourable members for 
flending amendments up to 3 O’clock on the 17th. The Bill is likely to 
come uj) on the 20th. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Could you not make it 18th? There is another 
Bill on the 20th. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Stark, the Bill will be on the order 
paper on the 20th. The office must have two days in between the last 
cay for amendments and the day of pre.sentation. I do not think J can 
extend the time further. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Yesterday you told me, Sir, 
iliat you would hear my submission which 1 was about to make about 
the form in which questions would be admitted. In rule 20, it is stated 
that in askijig questions it must not be a.sked as to the character or 
con<luct of any person except in his official or public caj)acity, and a 
cuestion making or imjdying a charge of a personal character may be 
Cisallowed. 1 find, Sir, a very unhappy 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Instead of taking the time of the House, 
■would it not he possible for ^you to meet me in my chamber? I would 
Also be benefited by your advice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Yes. I shall be glad to do 

BO. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: In consultation with Mr. Bimal Chandra 
Sinha, I have decided that a^l the resolutions should be moved first and 
then a general discussion will follow. Then the resolutions will be put to 
Tote separately. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Sir, before proceeding, I would invite 
your attention to rule 92 to fix a time-limit for discussion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have fixed the time-limit for discussion. 
Two days have been allotted — in other words, four hours. 
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Resolutions disapproving the Ordinances promulgated by the Governor of 
Bengali under section 88(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. De]mty Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
move the resolutions which stand in my name. 

I hejf to move that this Assembly disapproves the Renjfal Jute Mills 
(Temporary Provisions) Ordinance, IbJO (Ren^jal Ordinance No. XI of 
194(1 ^ as promulgated by the Governor of Rengal under section 88(7) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

I also beg to move that this Assembly disapproves the Bengal C’ousunier 
Goods Control Ordinance, 1941) (Bengal Ordinance No. VII of 1949), as 
promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(/) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

I also move that this Assembly disapproves the Noakhali and Tippera 
Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 1949 (Bengal Ordinance No. IX of 
194G), as promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

I beg to move that this Assembly disapproves the Calcutta Rent 
Ordinance, 1949 (Bengal Ordinance No. V of 1949), as ]>romuIgated 
by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of the Government of 
India Act, 1935. 

I move that this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Molasses Control 
Ordinance, 1949 (Bengal Ordinance No. Ill of 1949) as promulgated by 
the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of the Government of India 
Act, 1935. 

I move that this Assembly disapproves the Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance, 1949 (Bengal Ordinance No. VIII of 194(>) as promulgated by 
the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of the Govt^nimenl of India 
Act, 1935. 

1, Sir, move that this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Drugs Control 
Continuance Ordinance, 1949 (Bengal Ordinance No. IV of 1949), as 

promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of the 

Government of India Act, 1935. 

I move that this Assembly disapproves the Noakhali and Tippera Area 
Security Ordinance, 1946 (Bengal Ordinance No. X of 1949), as promul- 
gated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of the Government 
of India Act, 1935. 

I move that this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Ordinance, 1947 (Ben^l Ordinance No. I of 1947), as 

promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of the 

Government of India Act, 1935. 

I move that this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Special Powers 
Ordinance, 1946 ^engal Ordinance No. VI of 1946), as promulgated by 
the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of the Government of India 
Act, 1935. 

I move that this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Special Powers 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1946 (Bei^al Ordinance No. XII of 1946), ds 
promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

I move that this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Special Powers 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1947 (Bengal Ordinance No. II of 1947), as 
promulgated by the Governor of Ilengal under section 88(7) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 
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I move that this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Civic Guards and 
Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, 194G (Bengal Ordinance No. II 
of 194G), as promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

I move that this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force 
Ordinance, 1947 (Bengal Ordinance No. Ill of 1947), as promulgated by 
the Governor of Bengal under section 88(7) of the Government of India 
Act, 1935. 

Mr. Depniy Speaker, Sir, at the very outset, I want to record 
my very emphatic protest against the way in which the Government of 
Bengal are trying to foist upon us an “Ordinance of which we had 

a taste during those dark days of Anderson regime. It seems, Sir, the 
Ministry is intent upon doing away with the legitimate rights of this 
Legislature and having an Ordinance Raj in this Province, gagging the 
people and taking away the legitimate rights of the ])eople (d this 
Province and curtailing their civil liberties. The intention of the present 
Ministry is to circumvent the rights of the legislature and the rights of 
the people which accrue from the Government of India Act, 1935. 1 

submit, Sir, that the Ordinances that have ])een brought forward are 
entirely viala fide and entirely in contravention of the spirit of the 
constitution under which we are functioning today. As a token of this 
7tuila fide, 1 would refer to one instance only. The last Ordinance, 
namely, the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance has been promulgated 
only on the 2nd of February, 1947, when the ^inistry knew it well that 
the House is going to meet from the next day; that the Governor was 
pleased to summon the House by a written notitication. 

Ai Tt MAZHARUL HAQUE: On a point of order, Sir. There 
was no resolution of the Civil Pioneer Force before the House. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Of couse, it has been moved. Then, 
Sir, 1 submit that this Ordinance has been ])r()mulgatcd not 
under section 89 of the Government of India Act, where the Governor in 
his discretion can issue such Ordinance, but the Ordinance has been 
issued under section 88 of the Government of India Act, where the 
Governor is bound to take the advice of the Ministry, because the words 
used there are “individual judgment” which mean that he may or may 
not accept the advice tendered by the Ministry, but, Sir, he must at 
least take the advice of his Ministry. This is. Sir, really speaking, not 
the Governor’s Ordinance, hut the Ministerial Ordinance, and I submit 
that it is the intention of the Ministry to circumvent the legislature, to 
gag this House and to have the country ruled by a law which, I submit, 
is no law at all, which is the arbitrary act of the executive and which has 
no consent of this House. That is, Sir, the mala fide, which I beg your 
attention to he drawn to. 

Next, Sir, I would refer you to the Ordinances themselves. The 
Ordinances might be broadly classified into two categories. One category 
consists of certain viuris and the other category consists of certain michries. 
I say, Sir, having regard to the composition of the present 
Cabinet itself, that it is no wonder that they are consistently following the 
principle of mixing up muris with michries in all their acts. Well, Sir, 
certain groups of Ordinances^ have been promulgated with the ostensible 
object of controlling prices and of issuing certain licences and permits 
and so on. I might say, Sir, that such Ordinaift'es as the Bengal Consumer 
Goods Control Ordinance, Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, Bengal 
Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, all these Ordinances come within 
the first category. And secondly, there is ahother group of Ordinances 
which, as the Government has suggested, have been promulgated for main- 
taining peace and order, for restonng a sense of security. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is that rnvri or inichri? 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: That is wirhrir ehhuri. Sir, 
before I pass on to the criticism of the second category, 1 would like to 
refer to the first category briefly. I would like to draw your attentiou 
to the Consumer Goods Control Ordinance. This Ordinance is supposed 
to bring jiaradise to the consumers by controlling certain consumer 
goods and regulating licences, permits and the production or manufacture 
of any scheduled commodities. Sir, it is well-known now in 
Bengal how the Civil Supplies Department entirely failed to secure the 
minimum necessary comforts to the peoide. Well, Sir, in the schedule 
it has been mentioned tliat tin* following consumer goods come under the 
control of this Ordinance, namely, bicycles and spare iiarts thereof, 
table fans and so on and so forth and it includes fountain pens, aluminium 
utensils, brass utensils, and eo]»per utensils, also. I would like 
to put a very simple question to the Ministry. Is it not known to the 
Ministry through its Enforcement Hramdi that these utensils are not 
available in the market? If the Minister-in-ehargi* of the Department is 
pleased to go to the Srimuni Market, he will find that these things are 
being sold there openly in bhick^market on the footiiath. I miglit 
mention another item — fountain pen. If a census is taken, it maj^ 
possible he found — and 1 have a very strong reason to make this sub- 
mission — that all the Government high ollicials will he found uping 
Parker 51 fountain jien, hut when w’e, the poor Opposition memhers go 
to the market, we are told “there is no fountain pen”. I do not know 
if the Onlinance is a great res])ecter of persons and functions in n different 
manner in respect of different per.sons having regard to their 
political creed and afiinity. If the Hon'hh* Mini.stt‘r-in-charge is in a 
position to deny the charge — nobody will he happier than myself. Sir, 
the same is the j>osition in regard to tin* Drug Control Ordinance. The 
Ordinance exists on paper and the drugs are to be found in hlack-niarkets 
at exorbitant ])rices. These Ordinances have hoen absolutely usele.ss, 
and if there was any justification for their jiromulgution 'at the time 
when they were promulgated, the way in which these Ordinances 
have been applied has proved that this Ministry were not justified in 
promulgating Ordinances which could not he eff'ectiveh enforced. But, 
Sir, my strongest objection lies not against the.se Ordinances which are 
supposed to confer benefit on the people of Bengal, hut I record my 
most vehement protest against the way in which the Ministry is gagging 
the peojde of Bengal by usurping the powers uiuhu' the Ordinances that 
are suppo.sed to restore the security and peace in this Province. 

Sir, I w'ould draw your attention specially to the. Bengal Special 
Powers Ordinance. What are the contents of this Ordinance? We find 
that the contents of this Ordinance are very far-reaching and are likely 
to cover every aspect of the political and civic life of the people. Well, 
Sir, it has defined prejudicial act in this way, namely, to cause disaffec- 
tion among, or to prejudice, prevent or interfere with the discipline, 
health or training of, or the performance of their duties by public 
servants. So, if I may be permitted to say so, it appears from the 
Ordinance itself, that the only justification for promulgating this 
Ordinance is to correct the Raj now prevalent in the Government Depart- 
ments and in Writers’ Buildings 

Mr. MUDA88IR H088AINS On a point of order, Sir. He must 
speak in a distinct tone and not in a musical tone. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Secondly, Sir, in the list of 
prejudicial act, has been mentioned thus: Any act which is likely to 
render any public servant incapable of efficiently performing his duties 
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as such. I submit that nobody is more guilty in this respect than this 
Ministry itself which has been interfering with the efficient working of 
the Department, which has been interfering with the actions which 
legitimately come within the scope of the normal duties of the officers. 
Has it not been brought to the notice of the public that repeatedly the 
recommendations of officers have been turned down not on grounds of 
fairness or equity, but perhaps on grounds of communalism or perhaps 
on grounds w'liich I do not know, and which perhaps God alone knows. 
Then, Sir, there is another pnnusion which says that it is a prejudicial 
act to cause fear or alarm to a section of the public. If that be a 
prejudicial act, nobody has a greater sense of grievance than we on this 
side of the House against the Ministry itself on this score, because if 
anybody has been causing alarm it is, I submit, the Ministers who in 
individual capacity have been all along indulging in blood and thunder 
speeches often outside the province threatening the people with extermina- 
tion. In this way all the civil liberties of the people have been 
taken away from them. They can be arrested by a Sub-Inspector 
without any warrant, and it is a wanton arrest without any right of 
appeal. Even if a person approaches the neighbourhood of a House or 
a public building, he is liable to be charged for contravening the provi- 
sions of this Ordinance and arrested. The other day Mr. Mohammed Ali 
said that the Ministers are not astrologers. I wonder how can he know 
the mind of others, without being an astrologer himself, so as to forecast 
that a certain person has certain tlnngs in his mind whenever he approaches 
a place and therefore must get him arrested for possible acts in contraven- 
tion of the provisions of this Ordinance? 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. we 
have one class of Ordinances which want to take larger powers for alleged 
maintenance of law and order. There is another class of Ordinances 
which want, to control the supply of commodities. "With regard to the 
latter cla8.s, I want to tell the Hon’ble Minister that there was no 
necessity for controlling the drugs any more. You are aware, Mr. 
IX'puty Speaker, that there was a Drugs (’ontrol Advisory Committee. 
There w'ere eleven members of the Committee and there was a meeting 
of the Committee held on the 14th January, 1940, and in that meeting 
besides the members representing the Government all the other members 
unanimously held that there should not be any drug control any further, 
especially in view of the fact that in many other provinces lilce Madras 
drug control has been discontinued. So the resolution that was passed 
by the Advisory Committee that there was no necessity of controlling 
the drugs in view of that fact that large consignments were on the waters 
is still there. It was intimated by the representative of an important 
European firm, Mr. Leymoor, who was present at that meeting that 
large consignments were coming very soof. In spite of the fact that 
that resolution was passed so long ago, it was not given effect to, for 
what reasons I do not know. Sir, I say this not in a spirit of destructive 
criticism, but to show the way this Governments acts. 

Sir, our experience of control of prices is very bitter. When the 
prices w^ere controlled, the articles went underground, and business in 
black-market flourished. People were compelled to buy drugs at very 
high prices. It is for that reason, Sir, that we want to decontrol the 
prices of drugs. I therefore ask Government to give effect to that resolu- 
tion and decontrol the prices. ^ 

Then, Sir, with regard to taking special powers for the maintenance 
of law and order, I wish to sneak on two Ordinances, namely, the Civic 
Guards Ordinance and the Collective Fines Ordinance, Witn regard to 
the Civic Guards Ordinance, I do not #ee any necessity of maintaining 
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the Civic Guards. It was a war time creation as a measure of emergency. 
The war is now over and no emergency due to war exists at 
present. There is therefore absolutely no necessity of maintaining the 
Civic Guards. Sir, it is painful for me to say that no maintain the Civic 

Guards is to maintain the Muslim League National Guard (Cries (d 

“No, no, certainly not” from the Government benches). 1 say, Sir, that 
Government want to maintain the Civic Guards at Government expense 
to utilise them as Muslim League National Guards 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 believe most of the Civic 
Guards are Hindus. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I don't think so. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the Collective Fines Ordinance, I find 
systematic discrimination is being made in the matter of imposition of 
collective fines on the respective communities, ('ollective fines were first 
imposed on the residents of Dacca, but when there were disturbances 

in Noakhali and Tippera, in which one party was the aggressor, and we 

^demanded that there should be imposition of collective fines upon the 
Muslim inhabitants of Noakhali and Tippera, no heed was paid to our 
demand. Sir, that is one example of discrimination. AVe have seen. 
Sir, that collective fines were imposed on the Muslims, Imt were never 
realised from the Muslim culprits. Then there is another form of 
discrimination. In connection with the discrimination shown in the 
matter of imposition of collective fines in Dacca, we tabled an adjourn- 
ment motion, but that has been disallowed. In one case, Sir, there was 
a murder. One Hindu was murdered and a fine of Rs. dOO was imposed. 
Then there was another ca.se of stabbing resulting in slight injuries, and 

a collective fine of Ks. 5,000 was impo.sed on the Hindus. There was a 

case of arson in which an insignificant shed was involved, and for that 
a collective fine of Rs. 10,000 was impo.sed on the Hindus. That is the 
way. Sir, in which discrimination was shown by the authorities in 
imposing collective fines. It has been found that where there has been 
►a necessity of imposing a collective fine, it has not been <lone. Hut 
elsewhere it has been done and that too very excessively. In .spite of 
section 144, Oiiiiinal Procedure (‘ode, being in force j)rohihiting procos- 
.sions and holding of public meetings, there was a i)roce.s.sion and a 
meeting in ccmnection with the election of I*resident of the Hengal 
Provincial Muslim League. No le.ss than .several thousands of ])er8ons 
were reported to have congregated in the neig}d)ourh(H)d of the m(*eting 
crying all sorts of slogans. There was no interference of the police, no 
baton charge and no u.se of tear gas. Hut what did we find on the Viet 
Nam DayS^ Tliere was a prf)cesHion of students and wliat was donei^ 
There were tear-gassing, /-charging and firing, resulting in the death 
and injury of young men who had gathered to show their sympathy witlj 
^the Viet Namese who were fighting so bravely against French Imperialism 
for their inde])endence. 

So, Sir, I think it is undesirable to arm this Government and its 
police with such special powers. There is another Ordinance, namely, the 
Special Powers Ordinance. There is a provision under section 15A of 
this Ordinance with regard to rerjuisition of properties. It is a dangerous 
power which, I think, cannot be given to Government. During the war 
these were acquired under the Defence of India Rules, and now that the 
war is over, there is no justification for giving thi.s power to Govern- 
ment under this Ordinance. 

Then, Sir, as I told you, if we read the Special Power (Ordinance 
that has been promulgated what do we find? By the Special Power 
Ordinance not only power has been given for requisition of buildings 
^ which has acted prejudicially, but also power has been given for prohibi- 
tion of publication of news. Such dangerous things happen, Mr. Deputy 
14 
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Speaker. Power of prohibition of publication of news has bei 
given and news are censored and censored by the Government in such 
way that in reality it is gagged. We find occurrence took place 
Noakhali and Tippera on the 12th of October, the news did not reai 
before the 16th October. That is Special Power Ordinance. News a 
censored, news are gagged for this purpose. So, Sir, this Governme 
cannot be entrusted with such a large power, because even though the 
is necessity for this power they use the power to their own advantage 
against the real use of the power. 

Then, Sir, before I take my seat, 1 wish to speak something with rega 
to the Security Ordinance. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER; Mr. Datta, your time is up. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Ilefore I take my seat my su 
mission bidore you is this. No power should be given to this Gover 
ment, this communally minded Government which makes distinctic 
betwe(?n person and person. 

Mr. MUD ASS I R HOSSAIN; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this Assemb' 
is a creature of the Government of India Act, 10**15. If that be so, thf 
who is the Government? Under section 40 of the Government of Ind 
Act, the executive authority of a Province sliall ])e exercised on behalf ( 
His Majesty by the Governor, either directl\ or through officers sut)ord 
nate to him, but nothing in this section shall prevent the Federal or tl 
Provincial Legislature, etc. 

Under section 88 of the Government of India Act, if at any time whe 
the Legislature of a Province is not in session, tlie Governor is satisfie 
that circumstances exist which render it necessary for him to tak 
immediate action, he may promulgate such Ordinances us the circumstance 
appear to him to require. 

Sir, these Ordinances were promulgated under section 88 by th 
Governor. My friends, opposite, say that these Ordinances were no 
promulgated liy the Governor, but by the Minister. AVhat authority hav 
they to say this? (Laughter). Of course, the law has given tlr 
Governor authority and he is practically the ruler of this Province (Ilenew 
ed laughter). When the Assembly is not in session he can promulgat 
any Ordinance he likes and he does it in the interests of the Province. 

Now, Sir, the next point that has been made is that there was m 
necessity for such an ('Irainance. For good Government and for emergenc; 
measure it is necessary to promulgate such an Act. He is perfect!: 
entitled to do so. Now, section 88(2) says, an Ordinance promulgate! 
under this section shall have the same force and effect as an Act of tlr 
Provincial Legislature assented to by the Governor. 

Now, if my friends opposite, disapprove the Ordinance that has 
already been promulgated and has been acted upon, it will be of no avai 
because after your disapproval you will have to send it to the Uounci 
and if the Council agrees, then and tlien only from that day it will ceas< 
to have effect. Section 88 provides it will be in operation for six weeks 
only from the date of the Assembly holding its session. Ten days hav( 
already passed from the sitting of the Assembly and only four weeki 
remain. And even if you disapprove from this Assembly you will hav< 
to send it to the Council jyid in the Council it will take another three oi 
h)ur weeks. Therefore it is of no use to disapprove the Ordinance. 

Another question is whether the Ordinances are in the interest of th( 
public. You know very well that the war was in progress and ever 
after the war has ceased to exist and peace has been restored, still an 
emergency exists, because there is necessity for such provisions as were 
made in the Defence of India Rules, which have expired on 3()th September, 
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1946. Therefore, in order to extend the provisions of the Defence 
of India Rules, it was necessary in the interest of public order that these 
Ordinances should be made. In the case of the other Ordinances, Sir, 
you know that there was disturbance in Calcutta, there was disturbanc'e 
in Noakhali and there was disturbance in Tippera; and in order to meet 
the emergency some provision was absolutely necessary when the Assembly 
was not in session and so these measures were quite justified. If these 
measures had not been taken, I think there would have been much more 
trouble. For meeting this emergency, these Ordinances were rightly 
promulgated by the (iovernor of liengal, and so I think that the restdutions 
disapproving the Ordinances should be rejected by the Assembly. 

Mr. SATI8H CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. this 
unwanted bab\ , the Calcutta Kent Ordinance (Mr. Kirun Sankar Uov : 
You do md mean the jnevious S]>eakery) (laughter), the child of the 
(irdinama' making authority, hu.s c<»me tii the Assembly for receiving the 
hallmark of its recognition. ^Ve, on this side of the House, refuse to look 
at it, refuse t(» recognise it. (The llon'hle Mr. II. S. Sriiii.A\v.\iti>y r 
Keally)^) Let the real jirogtuiitor — J do not know who he is“-perhaj)s the 
gentleman just oj)p(»siti' to me — let the progenitor father, it and nurse it. 
(The Jloii'bh* Mr. II. S. Siuuawakdy: No. Can’t do that.) We do not 
care to have evt n a look at it. One going through tlie ])rovi- 
sion.s of the Calcutta Kent Ordinance is struck by one thing. The 

remedi(‘s suggested are worse than the disease. The law of landlord ami 

tenant which had been regulating the dealings of landlord and tenant for 
over a c^mtuiy ha.s bcin thrown overboard, ami this law lias been crucified 
and lawlessness glorified and the vagaries of that estimable officer, the 
Rent (’ontroller, have been sanctified now. 

Now. look at the provisions. In the interest of tens of thousands of 
house owners who are men of small means and who consist mostly of 
widows and heljiless orphans whose fathers left them the houses, part 
of which tiiey occupy and the rest they have let out to temints, the 

standard of rent has been raised by ten per cent., coinjiletely ignoring 

the fact that the jirices of food and building materials have reached sky- 
rocketing lieights. 

Secondly, look at the inconvenience and harassment caused to this 
class of house owners. If there is a disptite regarding the rate of rent, 
the tenant is authorised hy the Ordinance to deposit the rent in the Kent 
Controller’s office without taking the ordinary course of sending money 
by money order to the landlord, thereby harassing tin* landlord in the 
pliajie of engaging a pleader, filing u rakalafnarn/i and ap]>lying to the 
Court for withdrawal of the money. What should he done is that the 
tenant must satisfy the Kent Controller that he had sent a money order 
and that the money order w’us refused by the landlord, and then and then 
only should he he allowed to deposit the rent in the Rent Controller’s 
office. 

Now, Sir, there is no gainsaying the fact that the cost of living has 
risen dOO per cent., above the pre-war level. The cost of building 
materials has risen at least 4tH) per cent., above tlie jire-war level in sjdte 
of the controls. What is the poor landlord to do? The tenants of such 
landlords — I do not say that all of them are lefractory tenants — are 
allowed the opportunity of sending requisitions to the landlords, that 
repairs have to be made within 48 hours or “we go and charge you with 
expen.ses incurred for repairs which are expected to he Its. OOt) or more”. 
The landlords have to get building materials from the black-market. The 
time is very short. Then, Sir, in spite of the provision of section 12 
adequate provision should be made giving the house owners protection 
against sub-tenants. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit.) 
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In conclusion, I have to say that this unworthy piece of legislation 
sounds the death-knell of poorer landlords and is a charter of rights to 
refractory tenants. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mfi 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Mr. Sinha and 
other genUeinen on my opposite have raised objections especially on the 
ground that these Ordinances are mala fide and the attempt on the part of tlie 
Ministry is viaJa fide. With regard to that charge against the Ministry, 

I think the remarks made by the honourable member, the mover of 
these resolutions, is not justified. As the honourable mem])ers of this 
House heard the other day from the Hon’bJe Chief Mini^ter that he 
intends subsequently to introduce every one of the Ordinances before the 
House, and, at that time, the House will have full opportunities to 
discuss every clause of those Rills covered by those Ordinances. The 
Ministry have also explained their position that having regard to the 
provision of section 88 of the Government of India Act, 1935, these 
Ordinances will cease to have any effect after six weeks from the 
(‘oinmencement of re-assembly of this Assembly. That being so, the 
Ministry could not have any other alternative, but "to adopt the course which 
has been adopted by the Ministry. So, the only question is whetlier 
there is jn/ila fides having regard to these circumstances and also to what 
the (Miief Minister has said, namely, that he will come afterwards with 
everyone of the legislative measures and that he will give full oi)portunities 
to members of this House to discuss them on merits. If after 
discussion the House considers that they are not necessary and the time 
is over, at any time, the Ministry can withdraw them; anything can be 
done. Having regard to that position, 1 cannot accept from this side (.f 
the House that there is anything vmla fide on the part of the Ministry. 

The honourable the mover has also said that the Ministry is also 
responsible for the promulgation of these Ordinances. I re.spectfullA 
disagree with him, because section 88(7) says that if at any time when 
the Assembly is not in session the Governor is satisfied that circumstances 
exist which render it necessary for him to take action, he can exercise 
his discretion in promulgating an Ordinance. It is within the jurisdiction 
of his own discretion. Thus, 1 do not see how the Ministry can be held 
responsible for the promulgation of these Ordinances. 

Sir, with regard to the Bengal Pioneer Ordinance, it has been cited as 
an instance of mala fide, because it was enacted only the other day. 
Anyway, the law provides that the Governor can promulgate an 
Ordinance \then the House is not in session, and the Governor has done 
it when he thought it necessary. So there is nothing illegal 
and there is nothing mala fide on the part of the Ministry. It has been 
said that the Ministry is trying to circumvent the provisions of the Act 
by coming in with these legislative measures. With regard to that we 
have heard the Chief Minister saying that there was nothing to circumvent 
and that he has already placed this measure before the House. So the 
question of circumvention does not arise at all. 

With regard to individual Ordinances, the honourable mover compared 
them with muri and misri. I am sorry, I could not at all appreciate the 
comparison. % 

Mr. MANORAHJAN DHAR: Have you tasted it? 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Of course, when time will come, I 
may have to taste it. The honourable members are perhaps aware that 
Muslims in the Punjab have already tasted it, and if time comes the 
members of this side of the House may be subjected to the operation of 
these Ordinances, if necessary. 
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Sir, the Viet Nam Day has been mentioned and it has been said 
that more powers are being given in the hands of the police officers. 
It is, of course, true, and I agree with the honourable mover and the 
members opposite, that in normal circumstances such powers should not 
be given in the hands of the ordinary police. But, Sir, the time is 
abnormal. You know and members of both sides of the House also 
perhaps know that there was no law and order on that occasion. People 
disobey law frequently and set fire to houses and offices, and 
what not? They insult officers within the office room and have no respect 
for law. Sir, if 1 may say so, democracy does not mean license 
and lawlessness. It matters little whether the law is Central or 
Provincial, and I hope every member of this House will agree with me 
that law must be there and be obeyed — be it a law of the Centre or of 
the Province, be it a law of democratic (lovernment or of any other 
kind of Government. (A Voice fkom Gitosition Benches: Not Communal 
Gov^^rnment. ) Even if it be communal, there also law is necessary. 
Without law no Government can go on for even '24 hours. But what we 
are seeing all round i> that there is no tendency or willingness to 
obey the law. Without law, Sir, no individual right is secure — houses 
of individual persons may be set fire t(> or their properties hxded. I saw 
at Mymensingh, .some i)eople in their mad frenzy set fire to proi>erties and 
houses of jiersons and officers. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: That was after the killing of some 
students. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: I %vas not present there, so 1 cannot 
vouch for it. But some of my friends opposite were present, and I do 
not know whether they were there to encourage that lawlessness. If 
any member of this House were present there to encrmrage lawlessness, I 
should condemn it witli all the emphasis, 1 can command. We are law 
makers, we an* not law breakers. If anybody breaks the law he must he 
brought to book. So long as there is law, the law must he maintained. 

Mr. BENODL CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY; csiff "iVm TOm, 

m CTO 

TOTc^ I ^ ^11 Hrci^- 

^ fro ^ I cnff Bengal Consumer Goods 

Control Ordinance. C’f^TSRTu TO' ^ 

Cot-Jt CTO 

iftTO 1 TO *0 TO»rt^t 

’tk’fftVj 5m I Scheduled 

’nt’TO c^i toto «nn to 

wTO I ^ control'iw 

yn ^ ^ CTO (mrc^ ‘‘ir^ ♦ttsTi i cvf*rtt3i 

TO « to TOR i tottv cro 

c«Ri ^ Cl cto ^ ^ i TOm TO? 

TOi ^ tpmr to c^t*i ^1%^ 

nfv ^ ^Vs TOTit W3(^ ttoi 

tff'ATOR CTO TOTI TOr ^ I 5?! ^TtfrCTO 

mTO*! cTOR TOT «ntTO ^finn to >nr i ^ vtwft- 

»lTO3t CTO JPTT ^ I WT »rTO5tl 

c?fTTO^^ aftrotro 'Aw* to tstt 
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^rfcs ^ sm i 

cwzn c«f^ nf^um tr!f^ %i i 

Ordinance m cTOs <1Tc^ ^ 

a c^mnr \f% i ’TW^ ?7W ’*r^ Ordinanoeii 

I c^ ’TToT '“TTc^ ^nri 5T^f^?n 

^fw BrK»rt<(tirc*t^i c^i cffis f^ ^rs €151^*^ ^ 

^1 cn (tt (?fms 

C¥5T ^ ^<(^3 ^«T ^tTrSf ^1 I 5^T ^RTl oq^T^TotH C7I, 

g ^c-Ac g >: I 

^t?rc*nr ^1 ot cffio f^f^ licence ’fffe; ’fTOT ^ i 

’■TC^T^ c^Tf^n:^ licence c*f'37i Jir^i sn >i*ijt:t^ csrt^Tttrs ‘'in^T^ 

4iV^ cnt licence (^T^t^WT C ^ ^ ‘il=1s ^[5TJ3 ^ I 

Ordinance -fprs? ^j'S pT"!t? W ’vPstt, ^tf^ 

•rfJTf^osf^ I 

Mr, A, T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, there is 
always ^’■reat dissatisfaetion and disapproval of Ordinances promulj^-ated hy 
oiK* single ])erson who hapi)ens to be at ih(‘ head of the (Tovernineiit under 
the British bureaucratic system of Government. Practically the Ordinances 
are the remnants of dying* im])erialism or one-man As such, every 

civilised (jountry or every civilised people must raise an angry voice of 
protest against th(‘ Ordinances. But, Sir, we have got to see wliether the 
phases through which w'e are passing in this Province, whether the 
situation that is obtaining around us, give us ample justification for the 
promulgation of the Ordinances. 

Sir, after this Ministry came into office, they were practically lying 
on a bed of thorns, they had not even one day’s peace, tliere were 
disturbances in Oalcutta, in Noakhali, in Dacca, in Saidpur and in many 
places and these disturbances necessitated the promulgation of Ordinances 
for the safety of the minority who are now clamouring about these 
Ordinances. 

Well, Sir, what would happen if with a strong measure and hy 
promulgation of Ordinances Government did not cow down this lawless- 
ness that was rampant in the country after we met at the last 

session. I say, they are coming here to tdl us against the Ordinances. 
They have reaped the benefit of these Ordinances. There was the Crop 
Harvesting Ordinance in Noakhali and Tippera. By virtue of that 
Onlinance the ciops are still lying there for the brethren of that community 
who are sitting on the other side. 

Now', Sir, I should say that on the floor of this House on another 
occasion, the Secretary of the Provincial Muslim League said they ought 
to have been grateful for promulgating these Ordinances. 

We are, Sir, doing much further even for tlieni than these 

Ordinances. Take, for example, the I>acca Security Ordinance and the 
Noakhali and Tippera Security Ordinance. These are being applied 
against the Muslims and it is a Musliin CroTernment. Why are w'e 
doing itP For your safefv. So, the minority has got nothing to 
complain against these Ordinances, but ungrateful as the minority is in 
this, Province, they are still complaining when we seek soine ameliorative 
measure. They say **We do not want them”. My friends, it is np 

use shutting your eyes to the lawlessness. It is no use telling us that 
we are not fit to run the Government, because we have promulgated these 
Ordinances. Of course, it was done with our knowledge and no 

Ordinance could have been passed until and unless the Cabinet was 
consulted. I agree with that. But, Sir, it was necessary and the Ministry 
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or the Governor, for the matter of that, was amply justified to promulgate 
the Ordinances considering the situation that was in the country at that 
time. 

Now, Sir, there are two kinds of Ordinances that were enacted by 
the Governor under the provisions of the Government of India Act. Some 
Ordinances deal with puldic peace and tranijuillity. For example, the 
Security Ordinances of Dacca and Tippera, the Pioneer Force Ordinance, 
the Civic Guards Ordinance, the Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 
the vSpecial Powers Ordinance — these are only meant for the security of 
peace and traiujuillity in the province. Not only that, Government still 
believed that the necessity for those Ordinances lias not yet passed away, 
That is why they are hringing those Ordinances in a Rill form. Other 
Ordinances that were promulgated relate to matters of Civil Supplie.s, 
for example, the Molasses Control, the Drugs Control, the Consumer 
Goods Control. Of course, you know that with the termination of the 
war the Defence of India Rules had their natural death, hut the after- 
effects of the war are still there. AVe are running in acute shortage of 
food-stuff and other materials about which piovisions were maile in these 
Ordinances. Sir, as there has been shortage of these materials and 
there has been a general tendency in the country for black-marketing, 
so these Ordinances were also justified to be promulgated by the Governor. 
If this House thinks that they are not justified in promulgating these 
Ordinances and necessarily (hey must also say that the Rills which are 
coming are aKo not justified, they should remember that if these measures 
are not enacted and if we do not take sufficient measures in 
our hands, we cannot prevent any lawlessne.ss that may break out in the 
country. Rut we must u.se them sparingly. That assurance, I think, 
the Leader of the House may give you that they will be used sparingly. 
But why, considering the situation in the country and in this province, 
such wide powers .should not be kept in the hands of (iovernment either 
in the name of Ordinances or in the name of enactments as we are having 
now? So, Sir, I should recommend to the Hou.se that these resolutions 
coming from persons on the other side w'ho have not considered the condi- 
tions obtaining in the country very seriously should be thrown out. 

With these words, I oppose the resolutions. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: ^ 

House^^ JTjCfr ^<115 ^ vm 

I ^ Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinances? 

WTO I ^*3X1 toIwto 

CTO TOT 1 TO TOTO m ^ fwwmi I to to? Bengal 
Consumer Goods Control Ordinance fr?i TO 3 TO51 ff?r3 i 1% tfT? 
ii?TOci?5m^i fro toto fVi to cto 

w? TO ?i I ^ TOjwtfw 4t?i to 

iT?i toc*f? rtrs^ to3i ^ to, toii? ^ TO? to ?'3? to TOr?? 

fm cRi? cTO cTO cto? ??? ^j?TO to^ tot to ??r3 nrf? ?i to 
lfc*f? f?c?rc*f? TOTO c?f^, frorc?? vtus tosi ?n?t? 'q frorc?? rto 
^?? t? wTtf? ^ TOiT? tpTM I TO? Bengal Consumer Goods 

Jontrol Ordinances? tftot? TOTfs^ i TO cm? TOtTOc?? « 5 (f?TO to 

nyroi TO? ?1 I Ifl?^ ^f?l c? TOT f?3I ?J?9f?T 1?T control TOTO to? ism? 

5r¥? TOC? TO c?m TOh. to? TOI ^ ?TO ?1 1 to ?TOf 
?Wi c?<i TO c? onTO? TO ^ TO?i TOi TOO tfTOiBtc? Governments* 
Snforoement o ?rTO? ito tofcTO ^ it® TOTOt TOn c?^ CfiTO 4TO TO^ 
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ISVR I (?f^ cm brass utensils ^ j 

(?nl *rfn ikm ^ <fw«f i 

^ <iWff 616 m i '«rtir 

’TTO ^VK\ m <ii^«fiT f«rf^ fro*! to fronr irtrs f^crs 
BT’T cw^ ? #n f% ^ c^T ^f?n c^ 5f?f5 c5Tf^ Enforcement 

Branohtii TOr^ ^f?n ^T) ’tm ^ *ff^ 

cn^rf^ citvi ^1 ?tTO ?rfTO ^ cm TOtn ^ »r5tiir 

^Ts^'ifR^viH TOt’t I '®rw political majority viTOTfl 

’«rtr^ I TO 3rnR<3 ^ toc?to (TO iftsii rst %to ^ 

TO^n ^ I (PT^ JRV C'fC^'Q TO tff^TO mH CF^I TO *1^TO fTOTOT 

(pro iRT C5R ? ^if?r ^f5ii toto tocir, (Pfrf 

cTOf^ C5h TOt^ 'vrsi (Pr oiDn (prs ; 

^ ajTO TO €t?n (PI totto ^tfro fwciiOT, sR^TOc'!?! tffs OT^ S^r^t^rro , 

f^TiCTpT, TOs irfc^ TO f%3prtoff fcs TO?n tfvs =i^ i (pfr"f<i ^nrs cTO 

TO 3iiy-»fTO f?i:^ CKH TO!^, vstzw^ tft^ cru toi? i fVi fV ctoc^ r 

^li C^ to JIT'QTO ^ ^TOsn fTO TO^ ^ ’R* ^flRTOl 3R1: ? ^irST TO I 

TO R ’ft'3in (PTS, TO (Pfi? ^’li (PR TOT^, fVl STO^TT 

I TO TO to Ordinance ©fsR ^!f l 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: fr. cs^l^ Ordinance 

TOR TOR <fR1l %! (PI TOtR^i Opposition Party Chief Minister 

mcJTTO ¥TOi! C»TC^^ f^f% Ordinance TO mm i (A VOICE FROM 

THE OPPOSITION SIDE '^TOin vir, '^ri’fTOi ^?r i ) TORilf^j^ ?rTO a ’STOi 
oppose I «ii frj TOic^ ^*Rtc*ni ^TO srTO mm i ^*RR^ Rt^TOt^: 4 Ri =?t;TO 
Ordinance execute TOi »rTOt ^*RTO community?! i Police Department, ■ 

D. I. B, Department f%c-R m D. I. B. Departments •i^wi 5)C% 
cTONtTO^ TO?n Gi ^TORCR TOTRotR Ordinances TOr c?rc<f csrc^r cTOi tot? i 
T in »rTO mfir President Abdul Hamid s^^ TO^ TOi MTORT CTO ^Rl 
TOITC<R ^IC«li TO^nc*! TORT TOICIR, f%nc^ ItTO »R TO 'SiC’R ?rf 1 mm, 

TO f^ ^TOfTO TOR^ <lfiR S^^ firi D. I. B. CTO1?I1 TO %Tfxfl ^fC<R CTO 
ntficTO I 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. 
Are members allowed to use expressions calculated to incite communal 
hatred and communal passions P Policemen are policemen. How does the 
question of religion come in P 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: Deputy Speaker, Sir, TOTO minority community? 
wnr S^ TOh TOl TOCl I TOl TOR TO?? TO ?t^ CTO ?t‘$tTO TOTS 

5R m, ^stipr? TOT ??1R Defences? s?; c ? ^?T TOR Civic Guard 'S Home Guard i 
itcwt st c? Ordinance TOm s^ im t1??R w?t c?^ ftn to c???i c?c?^ sTO 
iftn Ministry ?i^ CTO^ sTO majority community? Ministry 

Grtw?! minorityci ?^ i??R tot s?; minorityci !§tc?? n?tf c??R 

TOT s^ ordinance s? TOR i IRT^ majority? 8n? cTO totRR TO? ZJ 
afcwz zrm wwt tor tot s^ Ordinances? ?i?fi i?i Governments? 

TOT? st Ordinance lit? ???'? i1?i 

Mr. JYOTI BA8US Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I shall be very short, 
but I have risen to speak, because I feel that it is my bounden duty to 
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register my severest protest against not only the way the Ordinances are 
being brought before the House, but the very fact that most of these 
Ordinances are at all brought before us. 

Members have been suggesting on the Government benches that 
Ordinances are necessary, because the situation is such in Bengal 
today. I would remind them to look back a little and say whether the 
police did not act, because they lacked powers. AVe have found the 
Calcutta Police and police elsewliere in Bengal acting, firing and 
wounding and bullying our students, kislians, in the fields, our workers 
in the factories. Thej' did not need special powers to do so, but we 
have seen how the police pleaded inability to do anytliing, pleaded 
helplessness when the Calcutta fratricidal war took place, and yet 
Mr. Suhrawardy asks us to accept all these Ordinances promulgated 
by the Governor. Government is taking us back to thosie unspeakable 
days of Sir John Anderson, and Mr. Suhrawardy dittos the actions of 
the Governor. Sir, I shall not preach morality to Mr. Suhrawardy. 

I noiihl ask him to look at the Punjab where his fellow brethren, 
Muslim licagiiers, are fighting a great battle against injustice, against 
the curtailment of civil liberties. (The Ilon’ble Mr. 11. S. Sr jiuawak'dy : 
AA'liich I siijiport.) Mr. Sulirawardy supports those people g()ing to 
jail and fighting. Even Mr. Feroze Khan Noon has gone to jail. 
But Afr. Suhrawardy lias promulgatt*d the same kind of Ordinance 
against which the Punjab Leaguers are fighting. Tlierefore 1 shall not 
preach morality to him, but I should like to tell him that he is insulting 
the intelligence of his Muslim compatriots in Bengal. Does he think 
tliaJ for long tliey will tolerate such inconsistencies; that they will 
tolerate such hypocrisies, if I may say so? Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
say the police have sufficient powers to act only, if they want to. On 
the Viet Nam Day they darkened the skies of Calcutta by using tear 
gas. Where were all this tear gas and bombs stored up when the 
fratricidal war was going on here and when there was great killing 
going on in Noakhali and elsew'here? I do not know w'here those 
bombs were stored up. Therefore there is no use telling us that the 
police want extra powers. I know that the Ordinances have been 
promulgated by the Governor and those are meant to crush the freedom 
movement of the citizens of the country and to crush all civil 
liberties to prevent any movement for bread and a better standard of 
life. And that is how the Ordinances are going to be used against our 
peo])le. AA^e have seen that the Ordinances are already in operation 
and we have alr(*ady seen that people have been urresied without any 
chaige against them. And under these Ordinances, at least some of 
them— specially I refer to the Bengal .Special Powers Ordinance and its 
mibsequent amendment — people can be put into prison without trial 
and the ordinary police can arrest anybody without a warrant and even 
a person’s property can be auctioned and sold out. These are the powers 
given to the police whom we know only too well. 

The HOfi’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Not yet used. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Mr. Suhrawardy say-s, 
not yet used. Perhaps Mr. Suhrawardy does not know, but he should 
enquire and he will find out that such cases have already taken 
place, because people have been arrested under the Ordinance. It is 
no use the Hon’ble Minister telling us that he needs all these powers 
to fight against lawlessness. If he wants to see how to curb lawlessness 
then he should look to the strikes that take place in which 
the Hindus and Muslims are united in their fight against their 
employers. Therefore, I say these Ordinances must not be passed. I 
would appeal, specially to the Muslim League benches and I would ask 
them to think of their fellow fighters in the Punjab and consider the 
effect on them of these Ordinances here. I know they are in a majority 
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and that these Ordinances can be passed by them, but at least they should 
, think seriously and pot arm the Hardwicks, Dohas and Mazumdars 
Bastins and other bureaucratic officers who kill Hajongs, men and 
women, and who kill Calcutta students and citizens of Bengal all the time. 

Mft RAMHARI ROY. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, at the very outset 
I would like to draw the attention of the members to the fact that the 
question we are discussing today is not a very minor point of interest 
of the Legislature, because these Ordinances are taking away the general 
powers of the Legislature. I think that the members will all agree with 
me that the steps that take away the general powers of the Legislature 
must be objected to. 

Sir, T oppose these Ordinances, because these Ordinances are nothing 
but a trick and an attempt to arm the present Ministry with special 
powers only to ])e misused and abused. The members all know, Sir, 
that we are being governed by the Ordinances for a long time, but 
what do we find here in Bengal? I would request you not to he blind 
to the hard fact. I think that the members will agree with me that 
these Ordinances have not done any good to us; on the contrary, on 
account of the pursuit of a communal policy by the present Ministry, 
this Government have only done mischief, specially to the minority 
community, and these special powers have been administered to crush 
the minority community of this Province. 

Sir, some of the members on the Government side have made a 
special reference to collective fines. I must point out to the honourable 
members, that practically the collective fines have no deterrent eti'ect, 
If the members look to the incidents at Dacca, they will find that these 
collective fines have practically failed to check the real miscreants, but 
on the contrary many innocent people have been punished thereby. 

It has been said that the situation is so emergent in Bengal, that it 
justifies the promulgation of these Ordinances, But if the members 
look to the real things, if they look to the objective conditions in Bengal, 
they will all, I think, agree with me that the Ordinances have 
failed to change the atmosphere in Bengal. On the contrary, the change 
that these Ordinances have brought is the failure of the Government 
to mete out justice, and as a result discrimination plays a most 
important nde through these Ordinances. So when we see that this 
Ministry are not meeting out any ju.stice through these Ordinances, but 
are, on the contrary, using these powers as weapons to crush the minority 
community we cannot, but object to and disapprove these Ordinances. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: The business of today will be carried over 
to the 18th. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-28 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, 
the 14th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
14th February, 1947, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nuuvl Amin) in the Chair, G Hon’ble 
Ministers and 197 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Introduction of Secondary Education and some other Bills. 

Ml. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI; {a) Js the ITon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that the ])ublic are 
very eager and anxious to .see that the Secondary Educati(m Hill, the 
Calcutta T^niversity Regulation Amendment Dill, the Dengal Wakf Act 
(Amendment) Dill and the Madra.sah Education Dill are immediately 
introduced ? 

(fi) If the answer to (a) is i#the affirmative, will the TTon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he proposes to introduce the Dills referred to in 
(a) in this or in the next session of the Dengal lx‘gislative Assembly? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Baiyed 
Muazamuddin Hosain): (//) and (b) It is propost'd to introdm'e the Dengal 
Secondary Education Dill and the Dengal Wakf (Amendment) Rill in this 
session. Regarding Calcutta University Regulation Amendment Dill it is 
not ready. No Madrasah Rill is under consideration. 

Mr. HA88AN ALI: Will tht Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the answer to que.stion («) is in the affirmative or negative? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ : Ye.s, the Ministry is aware of the eagerne.ss of 
the people for the introduction of this Dill. 

Mr. HA88AN ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any Madrasah Dill is under consideration? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: No Madrasah Dill is under consideration. 

Mr. HA88AN ALI: Why? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: Because there is no such Dill before the 
Gbvernment. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that a very large section of the public is opposed to the 
introduction of the Secondary Education Bill in the form in which it was 
presented last time? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: The Ministry is aware that there is a section 
in support of the Bill and there is also a section against it. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the old Madrasah scheme requires 
amendment? 
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Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: The old Madrasah scheme is under the consi- 
deration of an expert committee now. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state if the controversy over the Secondary Education Bill has 
been settled after an agreement among the different parties of this House P 

Mr. SPEAKER S That does not come within the purview of this question. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: In the answer it is stated that regarding 
Calcutta IlniverBity Regulation Amendment Bill it is not readv. Will the 
Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether it is in contemplation of the 
Ministry as to when they propose to bring such a Bill? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: No such Bill is before the Government now. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Regarding the Calcutta University 
Regulation Amendment Bill, will the Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state 
whether it is under preparation and, if so, when is it coming before the 
House P 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: The question is not before the Ministry now 
and the Ministry is prepared to consider the question when it comes up 
before it. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the lion ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Government has received any communication from 
the Calcutta University regarding the SecoBdary Education Bill? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: Negotiation is going on between the Ministry 
and the Calcutta University and the Yice-Cliancellor of the Calcutta 
University and it will not be expedient to ex])ose just at this stage all 
the stages that the negotiation is passing through. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to give an idea as to the nature of the negotiation? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: It will not be expedient to expose those things 
at this stage. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HUQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pieced 
to state whether Government contemplates the desirability of bringing in a 
Madrasah Bill very soon 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: No Bill for the Madrasahs is under contem- 

S lation. The syllabus of the old Madrasahs is just now under the consi- 
eration of an expert committee. 

Mr. MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to disclose the personnel of the expert committee that is examining the old 
Madrasah scheme? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: That was published in the ‘‘Calcutta Gazette”. 
Mr. BREAKER: Next question. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: On a point of privilege. We understood that 
supplementary questions on Starred Question No. 40 were to be continued 
today, but we find that it has been passed over. 

Mr. BREAKER: I am told that the Deputy Speaker did not agree to 
that proposal and therefore that question was closed. 
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Selection of students for advanced study overseas in eleotrioal generation. 

M2. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: {a) Will the Eon ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Goverument of Bengal has decided to give some “Overseas 
Study Scholarships” for the education in electrical generation? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the candidates were asked to appear before the Public Service 

Commission on the 18th March last ; 

(ii) that a large' number of candidates apnlied for the scholarships of 

which 10 were Scheduled Castes ; and 

(Hi) that three Scheduled Caste candidates were favoured to interview 
before the Public Service Commission? 

(r) Is it a fact that no Scheduled Caste candidate has been selected by the 
said Commission? 

(d) If the answers to (h) and (c) are in the affirmative, is the Eon 'ble 
Minister considering the desirability of holding immediate enquiries into 
the matter and taking proper steps so that the scholarships are given accord- 
ing to Communal Ratio Rules? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Baiyed 
Mtazzamuddin Hosain); By the courtesy of the Public Service Commission, 
Bengal, the Ministry are in a position to reply us follows; — 

(a) Yes. Three scholarships in the subject were advertised by the Public 
Service Commission, Bengal. 

(h) (t) Yes. 

(it) Twenty-three applications were received, two of which were from 
members of the Scheduled Castes. 

(in) Two Scheduled Caste candidates were interviewed. 

(c) No Scheduled Ca.ste candidate w'as recommended. 

(d} As no member of the Scheduled (busies was found suitable for any 
scholarship in the subject and as the final selection has already l>een made 
with the ap|)roval of the Government of India no further action in the 
matter is called for now. 

Mr. RAJENDRA NATH 8ARKAR; Will the ITon bk Ministei be 
pleased to state the names and educational (lualifications of the two 
Scheduled Caste candidates who were granted interview? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: It cannot be given offhand. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the ilon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if the selections were made strictly in accordance with the recom- 
mendation of the Public »Service Commission? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: Yes. 

Mr. RAJENDRA NATH SARKAR: Mill the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Communal Ratio Rules will be followed in 
distributing such scholarships in future? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: Yes. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Eon’ble Minister he 
plea.sed to state how* many applications w'ere received from Muslims? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: I want notice. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: AVill the Eon’hl« Mini.ster be 
pleased to state if any scholarship has gone to the Mu.slim8? 
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Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: The scholarships that are reserved for Muslima 
must jfo to the Muslims, but in this case it is not clear whether any scholar- 
ship was reserved for Muslims. 

Mri 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: My question is whether any one of 
these three scholarships has gone to Muslims. 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: I want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: AVill the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is the policy of the Government to maintain the communal 
ratio in the matter of giving sc^holarships irrespective of the recommenda- 
tions of the Public Service (.’ommisHiony 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: No, the communal ratio is decided before the 
whole tiling is referred to the Public Service Commission and as far as 
possible that is followed. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be plea.sed 
to state if there was any reference made to the Public Service Commission 
in the matter of giving these scholarships? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: It is not clear what particular case you are 
referring to. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: I am referring to scholarships involved 
in this question. 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: The Public Service Commission is always 
requested to maintain the communal ratio in making selections a.s far as 
possible. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: AVill the Ilon’ble Mini.ster be pleased 
to state if it is the policy of Government to make a referema* to the Jbiblic 
Service Commission in the matter of maintenance of Communal Katio Rules 
in giving scholarships? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: Yes. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be plea.sed 
to state if any reference was made in connection with these scholarshi})s? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: That is the standing practice and rule, and in 
all scholarships the Public Service Commission is requested to maintain 
that ratio. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: In view of the answer just now given 
will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to state as to why no Scheduled Caste 
candidates were selected for these scholarships? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: Answer to question (d) is an answer to this 
question. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA 8ARKAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pWd 
to state if the Scheduled Caste candidates had the minimum qualifications 
for the scholarships? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: The Public Service Commission did not consider 
their qualifications to be up to the mark. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Ilon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state if when suitable candidates were not available from this 
Province, Scheduled Caste candidates from other Provinces could apply for 
thovse jiosts and be eligible for scholarships? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: That has not been followed in practice. The 
question may be considered in future. 
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Mr. BADIUUAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIAB: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the names of the persons to whom scholarships 
were given? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: The names are not readily available; I want 
notice. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIAS: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whethi‘r (loverunient is bound by the recom- 
mendation of the Public Service C’onimi.ssionP 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: Generally .speaking GovernniA‘nt is bound by 
the recommendation of tlie Public Service Commission. 


Number of nurses appointed in A. G. Hospitals in Nilphamari subdivision. 

•43. Mr. KHAIRAT H08SAIN: {a) Will the llon'ble Minister in 
char^^e of the Health (Medical) Department be pleased to state — 

ii) the number of nurses wlio worked in all the F.P.K. lIos]»ital8 now 
called (iovernment Auxiliary Hospitals of Nilphamari subdivi- 
sion up to ‘Ust March, P)4G ; 

(in the number of nurses retained in the above hosi>ituls after dlst 
March, 194G; 

(iii) the number of new untrained and trained nurses separately appointed 

in July, 194G, in the aliove hospitals; and 

(?r) whethei the (iovernment contemplate to convert Jackson Medical 
School of Jaljiai^Turi into a medical college? 

(})) If the reply to (a) (iv) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) If the reply to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when it will be done? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed AM): {a)(i) Forty- 
one. 

(ii) Twenty-one. 

(Hi) New untrained nurses — ^1. Trained nurses — 11. 

(iv) Government propose to convert gradually most of their 
medical schools, including the Jackson Medical School, Jaipaiguri, into 
medical colleges. In the first five years of their Post-War Reconstruction 
Plan it has accordingly been decided to (*onvert two of the medical schools, 
viz., Dacca and Campbell. No decision has yet been reached in respect of a 
similar programme for the next five years. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN: Will the Hon bll Minister he 
pleased to state whether in appointment matters everywhere Communal 
Ratio Rules are maintained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Communal Ratio Rules are not 
always maintained, but they are maintained as far as practicable. 

Mr. SYED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the llon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state why the serv’ices of these 20 nurses were dispcn.sed with. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Because of retrenchment and 
following upon the disbandment and closing down of certain F. R. E. 
hospitals. 
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Mfi 8YED MAHAMMAD AFIAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of Muslim and Hindu nurses including Caste 
Hindu nurses in the district of EangpurP 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The total number of nurses is 101 
in the district of Rangpur of which Hindus are 64, Muslim and Christian 
1. Hindus — Male 139, female 25. Muslims — Male 33, female 3. Christian 
— Male nil, female 1. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliether Government is contemplating to observe the Com- 
munal Ratio Rule in the matter of appointment of nurses 

The Hon/ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. Every effort is being 
made to maintain communal parity in accordance with the Communal Ratio 
Rules, but unfortunately Muslim female nurses are not readily available. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of Scheduled Caste nurses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We have no Scheduled Caste 
nurses in the district of Rangpur. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased to 
indicate the time at which conversion of the Dacca and Campbell schools into 
colleges will be completed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Dacca school has already been 
converted into a college and the college is now functioning in the district of 
Dacca. So far as Campbell school is concerned, it is contemplated to up- 
grade it from next year. There is no fixed decision arrived at yet, it may 
be next year or it may be the year following. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA SARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government desire to establish at least one medical 
school in every district? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Government think that that 
would be the desideratum, but Government have no plan by which Govern- 
ment can provide medical school in everj’^ district of the Province. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps have l)een taken to enlist Scheduled Caste women 
as nurses? 

Tha Hon’bls Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No special step has been taken 
to enlist the nurses from any particular community, but when the posts fall 
vacant, according to Communal Ratio Rules applications are invited, but If 
applications are not received, no further effort is made by Government. 

Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the percentage in the total enrolment of male nurses? 

Ths Hon’bl0 Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That will require mathematical 
calculation. I have already given figures of male as well as female nurses. 
If the honourable member is apt in mathematics, I am sure he will be able 
to work it out. 

Mr. ilASIMUDDIN AHMED: Has the Communal Ratio Rule been 
observed in respect of the appoiiftment of male nurses? 

The Holfbla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: So far as male nurses are con- 
cerned in the district, there are more Muslim male nurses than Hindu male 
nurses. It is the figure of Muslim female nurses that is only 3 as opposed 
to 30 Hindu. So far as Muslim nurses in the Rangpur district are concerned, 
we have more Muslim nurses. 
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Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With referoiue to answers 

(a)(t) and {n) will the lloii'hle Minister be pleased to ^'ive us the reason 
why the number of nurses has been reduced from 41 to 21 ? 

Th6 Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already replied to the 
question that these steps were taken consequent on the abolition of certain 
hospitals. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there is any practice of maintaininj^r (N)mmunal Katio Rules in 
the matter of admittin^r patients.^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I disallow this question. 


Posts of Civil Surgeons in Bengal. 

•44. Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HUQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in chartre of the Health and Local Self-Hovcrnmeiit (Medical) Department 
be 1)1 eased to state — 

(^/) the total nuinbt'r of post.s of Civil Surjxeon in Bengal; 

(b) how many of these post.s are held by — 

(i) Muslims, 

(//) (’aste Hindus, 

{{ill Scheduled Castes, 

(/r) Kuropeans, 

(r) Anglo-Indians, and 

( c) ! membt'rs of other coiniminities ; and 

(r> ho^^ many of them are temporary and permanent under different 
categorie^ mentioned i?i (/;) al)()ve? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): 

(a) Twenty-six. 

Permanent. Temporary. 


(>■) 

2 

4 

(») 

10 

8 

{Hi) 

Nil 

Nil. 

{iv) 

3 

Nil. 

{V) 

Nil 

Nil. 

(ri) 

Nil 

2 


15 

14: 


Two Muslim and 1 Caste Hindu Civil Surgeons are on deputation. 

(c) Vide reply to (6) above. 

Mr. ilOGENDRA CHANDRA DAS: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state why the Scheduled Castes are deprived of these services as 
the vacancies are filled up according to the Communal Ratio Rules? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Civil Surgeons are appointed by promotion. As far 
as Communal Ratio Rules are concerned, they do not apply to promotion. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how he is to reconcile the disparity that exists in this department with 
regard to the appointment of Civil Surgeons between the Hindus and 
Muhammadans? 

15 
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Mr. 8. A. SALIM: I have already stated that as far as Communal Katio 
Buies are concerned, they do not apply to promotion. 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state why the Communal Itatio Rules are not observed in the case of 
promotions ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: As far as the rules are framed, there is no provision 
of the Communal Ratio Rules being made applicable in the case of 
promotions. 

Mr. RAM HARI ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the cases where the Communal Ratio Rules are applicable? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM : In all Government appointments. 

Surjya Kanta Hospital, Mymonsinglu 

•45. Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in (‘barge 
of the Health Dei)artment aware — 

(i) that daily a huge number of outdoor ])atients, both male and female, 
is used to attend the Surjya Kanta Hospital in Mymensingh Town 
for medical aid ; 

(it) that many of those patients come from fur off villages even; and 

(in) that invariably every day many of them have to wait for hours 
together before their cases happen to be attended to, if at all? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(«) if there is any proper arrangement in the shape of waiting room or 
otherwise in the Surjya Kanta Hospital for the said outdoor 
patients’ inevitable long stay l>efore th(‘y may receive aid; if not, 
why not; 

(n) if there are proper arrangements in the sha])(* of water-ta])s, tube- 
wells or otherwise for providing the outdoor {)atients with water 
for drinking and other purposes; if not, why not; 

(in) if there is any arrangement whatsoever for latrines and urinals ; if 
not, w^hy not; 

(ir) if he is aware that almost daily women patients in particular have 
to face extreme difficulties in the matter of answering nature’s 
call; and 

(r) if he is aware that instances occur almost daily of the women 
patients being forced by impelling necessity either to answer 
nature’s calls in the open or to allow their garments to be soiled? 

(c) Does th(* Hoirble Minister consider the desirability of taking imme- 
diate steps towards making proper provisions for waiting room, water-supply, 
latrines and urinals both for male and female outdoor patients of the Surjya 
Kanta Hospital, Mymensingh? 

Mr. 8. A. 8 ALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): 

(a) (i) Ye». 

(ti) May be. 

(ui) The number of patients is large and is raj)idly increasing. The 
number of doctors is however limited. Hence patients have naturally some- 
times to wait before they can be attended. 

(b) (i) There is accommodation for waiting cases, which is however inade- 
quate for a large number of patients. 
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(it) There is a ^jbe-well in the Outpatient Department which is out of 
order at present. Works and Buildinj^s Department has Wn approached 
for the repairs. 

(iii) There is no separate urran^remeut for latrine and urinals for the 
outpatients. 

(iy) No such c()m})laiiit has been received by tiie Superintendent of the 
hospital. 

(r) The Superintendent has no knouled^e of such o(‘ciirrences. 

(c) Arrangements for proper accoinmodaticm, water-supply, latrine and 
urinals for the outpatients are (‘onsidtuvd nece>>ary and will lie taken up as 
schemes of j)ost-war development work as (‘urly as jiossiblc. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: 

fV, CT tr^J^ C1T5t^‘4 51?^ post-war development schemci] latrine o!i<* 

urinalsii^ cn ii^i Uuuporary fircsi 

51 ? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Already orders have been issued and tin* matter is 
bein^ taken up by the Works and Buildinjrs Departments. 

Mr« MANORANJAN DHAR: With reference to answer {^i){iil) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he thinks it desirable to increase 
the number of doctors in view of ever increasing; number oi patients^ 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: The matter will receive due consideration of the 
Government. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: With reference to answer (h)(ii) will 
the ilon'ble Minister be pleased to state for how lon^; this tulu'-wcll is out 
of order? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: IVith reference to answer {h){i) wlierein 
reference has been made to accommodation, is the Hon’ble Minister aw’are 
that accommodation here means a narrow space in the verandah in front of 
the Outdoor Patients’ Ward? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: That may be so. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the. lion blc Minister 
be pleased to state how lon^ it will take to rcunove the ^'■rievanecs that have 
been brouf^ht to the notice of the Government? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: As 1 have already said, orders have already been 
issued for makinj^ arran^^ements for tube-wells and other thin^js necessary 
for the patients. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Is the lion ble Minister 
aware that similar troubles and disadvantaj^es are bein^*’ fell by jjaiients in 
other hospitals as well? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (juestion does not arise. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: In view of the fad that the 
grievances are long-standing and serious, will flic llon’blc Minister be 
pleased to state w’hy is it that the Sujierintendent did not bring these 
grievances to the notice of the Goveniincnt ? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: The Superintendent brought the grievances to the 
notice of the Government which have now been referred to the Public Wrjrks 
Department. 
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Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the number of patients in this hospital is'so large Is it due 
to outbreak of any diseases? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Because this hospital is getting more and more 
popular. 

Mr. KANAILAL DA88: With reference to question {b){iv) does the 
Government feel any necessity to provide for latrines for female patients? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Yes. And as 1 have already said, Government have 
already taken action in the matter. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: In view of the admission of the Govern- 
ment that there is no tube-well for out-door patients, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he jdeased to consrder the desirability of making any temporary 
arrangement for water-supply? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM : Yes, orders have already been issued, and I hope it 
will be all right by now. 

Mr. BENODE CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY: Did the Superintendent 
of the ho8})ital ever complain about the difficulties? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: lie did complain about the difficulties, and the 
matter has been referred to the Bublic W^orks Department. 

Ferry boat disaster at Mymensingh Kachari Ghat. 

*46. Mr. SHARFUDDIN AHMED: {a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of ibe Home Department be plea.sed to state whether he is aware of a 
feiT\ boat disaster on the ‘dbth duly, 1940, causing the deaths of a number 
of jKisscngers at Mymensingh Kachari Ghaty 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
1 k‘ pleased to .state wind her he is considering the desirability of setting up a 
Joint Kmjuiry Committee consisting of officials and iion-officiaLs to enquire" 
and report afb'r local enquiry at an early date as to — 

(?) causes of the disaster; 

(f?) why a dintfi (small boat) was allowed to ply when the river was full 
to the brim ; 

(lii) wliether any reasonable attempt was made by the ferry establish- 
ment to avert the disaster; 

(iv) whether the motive to ply the dingi boats is to realise extra 
unauthorised tolls from the passengers; 

iv) what immediate steps the district officers and the local police took in 
the matter; and 

(rt) what action may be taken by the Provincial Government to stop 
recurrence of such disasters in future ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 

{a) Yes. 

{h) As the matter is under investigation, answer cannot be given. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN'" AHMAD: Will the Eon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when I can expect an answer and when the enquiry is going to be 
completed? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: As soon as the investigation is over. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that I- 
put the question in the Assembly in June last? 
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Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: It may be so. but unfortunately the investi- 
gation is not yet complete. 

Kaharpara outrage, Chittagong. 

M7. Mr. FAZLUL QUADER: (a) Is the Ilou’ble Minister iu charge 
of the Home Department aware of the outrage committed by the “(i an jam 
Labour Corps” (Civil Pioneer Force) in village Kahar}>ara, district Chitta* 
gong, on the evening of January 7th, 1946 ^ 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing — 

(i) how many persons were in this corps; 

(ii) how many took part in it according to (lovernment communiquo 

published on the 15th January, 1946, or thereabout; 

(iu) how many culprits were c(m\icted; 

(it) what actions the Civil tiovernment or the Military authorities have 
taken against the re^t : and 

(v) jf no action was taken, the reasons therefore, and whether these low 
(’lass ruliiaiis wen* allowed to g(( unpunished!" 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie Minister bo pleased to stat(‘ — 

(?) wh(*ther any action has been taken against the Ca]4ain of the (’orj)s ; 
if so, what IS tin result ; 

(ti) what wa*' (ho exttu* >1 damage done to this \illage ij» ies|H*(’t ol 
life and pro]>erty a(‘coi'iing t(» the tia\einment «‘stimat(', 

(iti) whether Coverament received any report of non-oliicial (‘lOjuiry 'n 
the matter; 

(//•I if so, what were the r(‘Comim‘n(iatiotis, an 1 how nian> o‘ Ibtmi wore 
complied with; 

(r) W'hellier full conijMMisjnion has \ct be(*n paid to (he siifVereis, ami if 
iM»l, what ar(' Co- namoiis for such a hmg deday ; 

(tn (.11 w hai lia'-is was the compensation tirej.arcd : 

(i'll) whether any eompensalion has lau’n gi\eii or is projKjsed to he 
given for loss of occupation hy lh(‘ jK)or suiVi’rer" during these' six 
months till full eompc'nsation is ]»aid uj); 

(riii) how many acres of land liave la'cn throw'ii out of cultivation for 
w'ant of eompensation ; and 

(it) W’hether any compensation 1ms been assc^^cd ioi it? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) ; 

(rt) Yes. 

(h) 0) The exact niimher is not known hut there were approximately 
400 to 500 jiersoiis in this corps. 

(it) Between ‘J50 and 3(Xh 

(lii) Forty-nine hy the (\»urt of Sessions. The matter is p(‘tiding Indore 
the lion’ hie High Court in Appeal and Revision. 

(ir) and ( r) The (’ivil Government cannot obviously tak(* anv action 
against those w'ho were either discharged or ac(juitt(‘d in tin* criminal case 
nor do they know what departmental action has b(‘en tak(*n hy the Military 
authorities. 

(c) (i) The attention of Military authorities lias been drawn to the 
matter. The result of action taken is not yet known. 

(n) Thirteen injured and one dead. 43 houses burnt down. 272 per- 
sons rendered homeless. The loss is estimated to amount to Rs.91,445. 
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(m*) No. 

(iv) and {ix) Do not arise. 

{v) Yes, full compensation ;vas paid. 

{vi) On the basis of facts elicited on local enquiry made jointly by the 
Civil and Military authorities. 

{vii) This was taken into consideration while compensation was assessed. 

(viii) None. 

Mri pEBENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (h){iv) and (v) 
wherein it is stated tliat Government do not know what departmental action 
has been taken by the Military authorities, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what immediate steps have been taken to ascertain what 
action has been taken and if no action has yet been taken, will he put pres- 
sure upon the Military authorities to take immediate steps? 

MTi Kt NA8ARULLA: 1 will got it enquired into as to what steps 
the Military authorities have taken. As the Military Department is under 
the Government of India, the Government of Bengal cannot put pressure 
on them to do anything. 

FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the lion ’hie Minister be pleased to 
state when was this enquiry made and whether the enquiry was made by 
Military and the civil authorities jointly? 

Mft NASARULLA* I ask for notice. 

FAZLUL QUADIR: When was the compensation given? 

Mr# Kt NASARULLA: 1 think compensation was given some time 
in the middle of last year. 

Mfi 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the result of the enquiry? 

NASARULLA: The enquiry was actually made by the 
Military authorities and the report of the enquiry is lying with them. 

Mf. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Did Government desire to know the 
result of the emiuiry? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; If the honourable member so desires that 
Government should find out the result of the enquiry, 1 will look into it. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware of anything about the 
women were raped and outraged? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: Sir, I have nothing to add. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (c)(r) where 
it IS stated that full compensation was paid, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount paid to the relatives of the person dead? 

^ 1 **" N. NASARULLA^ The details of the amount, if the honourable 
member will give notice of that, I will find out. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps Government took to look after the 
family of Ilashmat Khan, the gentleman who was killed by the Military? 

, N. NASARULLA: If you ask about one person or two persons, it 
M very dimcult to say. One man was killed and compensation was given 
to him. ® 
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Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWOHURY: What waa th« 

amount of compensation paid? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether any steps have been taken by the 
Government to educate the children whose fathers were killed or injured? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Will the Ilon ble Minister 

please explain the meaninp^ of the words “full compensation” here? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Full compensalifui means ihut after enquiry 
what was decided, whatever the amount was fixed, the full amount was paid. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon^ble 

Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that a committee was appointed 
by the Provincial Muslim Leajj:ue with Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, a member 
of tlie Central Le^^islative Assembly and myself as members and we sub- 
mitted a rejiort to the Government and what steps Government took? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Sir, 1 have not got any such report. 

Criticism of food policy of Government. 

*48. Mr. ARABINDA GAYEN: {n) Will the ilonlde Minister in 
char^.re of tin* Home Department be ]deased to slate whelber Government 
keep watch over the proeeetlin^fs of the meelin,i5“s oif^anisfMl for considerinjaf 
the food situation of the country, even when they arf‘ addressed by M.H.As.P 
(/;) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will tlu‘ Hon’ble Minister 
be ])leased to state bow lon^ be proposes to continue this ])roc(Mlure? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ]deasefl to stat(‘ if it is tln‘ desire of 
the llon'ble Minister that there should nrit be any discussion fu* organisa- 
tion to criticise the present food ]M)licv of the Government? 

(d) If so, will the Ilon’hle Minister he pleased to state the reason 
thereof ? 

^ Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy); 

(a) Ordinarily no. 

(h) and {d) Do not arise. . 

(r) Xo. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the Hordhle Minister he pleased to 
indicate the oeeasions when Government considered it necessary to keep 
watch over such proceedinp.s? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Here the question is whether M.T^.As. addressed 
the meetin^rs for any other purpose than Lef^islative matters. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: With reference to answer (a) where it is 
stated “Ordinarily no”, there must be certain occasions? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; In ca.ses where we find that the meetinj' is 
going to be held for some other purpose. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
6tat« as to the way in which they find out when a meeting is described to be 
held for this particular purpose that meeting is going to be held for other 
purposes? 
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Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; Naturally if the meeting is called for a pur- 
pose and if it is utilised for other purpose it is impossible for anybody to 
keep that information. 

Mr. BIMAL CO MAR CHOSE: How does Government know? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Government has got its machinery. 

Allegations against Subdivisional Officer (A), Sadar, Chittagong. 

*48. Mr. RATANLAL BRAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that several workers of the Baramasia and Sujanagar Tea Gardens 
in Cliittagoiig were arrested on tlie ordtTs of the Subdivisional 
Officer (A), Sadar, in the middle of ^lay this year; 

(w) that the Su])divisionaI Officer (A) is threatening the ('ommunist 
Party wiih repressive measures for organising Trade Unions 
among the workers ; and 

(iii) that tile owners of the Baramasia and Sujanagar Tt‘a Oardons are 
forcibly evicting their workers from the lands which those 
workers have been cultivating for years by ]»a\ing rent.s!" 

(h) Does the ITon’hle Minister consider the desirability of holding a 
non-official emjuiry into the conduc't of the Subdivisional Oflicer (A), Sadar, 
of Chittagong in the niatler? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) : 

yrt) (i) None under the orders of the Subdivisional Officer (A), Sadar. 

(u‘) and (lii) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the llon’blc Minister please 
tell us whether any worker of the Baramasia and Sujanagar Tea Gardens 
was at all arrested? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: Some arn'sted, naturally. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; AVill the Hon ble Minister please 
tell US under whose orders they were arrested 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: Under the p(dice of{i(‘er’s, not the Su])divisional 
Officer’s. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon hie Minister please 
tell us, if there was any eriminal ease started against them? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; I want notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Next question. 

Supplementaries to Unstarrod Question No. 14 (which was carried over from 
13th February, 1947). 

Mr. BIMAL OOMAR tIHOSE: Mr. Speaker, yesterday I had put a 
question which was not answered because there was nobody present. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil please repeat it. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: My question was this: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the policy of the Government in 
making appointments of dealers and sub-dealers to whatever community 
they may belong to always insist upon necessary business experience? 
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Mfi E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Sir, these answers were drafted some 
time ago and circumstances have since then changed. The ban of 1942 has 
been withdrawn and according to the ban new entrants were not eligible for 
entering into business. New entrants, us you all know, are mostly Muslims 
and Scheduled Castes 

Mr, SPEAKER: Please give a reply, not a speech. You arc going to 
deliver a speech. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. The llon'ble 
Minister stated that circumstances have changed since the time this answer 
was given. Then why should that answer come in in this form and the 
Minister did not inform the office that the answer should be cliaiiged or 
something else should be done^ 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: This ban of 1942 ha.s been withdrawn 
since then and new entrants are now welcome into tlie field of business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is whether it is the policy of the (lovern- 
ment to see that these dealers should have exp(Ticnce also. 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Not necessaiily. You see that it is 
inconsistent with the answer. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: The llon'ble Minister says that his 
answer is inconsistent. IVhat can 1 say, Sir!'' 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that tht‘ asnwc'r was drafted long 
ago and tin* (io> eminent ])olicy also has changed, lie says that it is not 
necessary that they should huv(‘ business experience. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: lie speaks of the ban of 1942. The ques- 
tion was certainly not jiut in 1942 — it was put long alter that, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have not followed him. II is answer was that 
there was a ban that an \ body who has not had any business experieneo 
before 1942 would not be allowiui to have any business under the ('ivil 
Supplies I)e])artment. That ban has bemi withdrawn. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state as to when that ban was withdrawn? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: I am afraid I cannot ^'ive the exact 
date of the withdrawal hut it has been withdrawn some lliiee months ba<*k. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA SARKAR: AVill the Hon 1 le Minister be 
pleased to state how many Sf-heduled Caste eandidat(‘S applied for dealership 
in the Narail subdivision? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Already the number has been given over 
there. Of course wdiat was the actual number of u])jdica1 ions that were 
submitted, I am .sorry 1 cannot give a reply off-hand, but the ScheduhMl 
Caste.s percentage ha.s been shown there. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: AVill the llon'ble Alinisier Im* pleased 
to state if he is avrare that the retjuireinent of nec'cs.sary business exju rience 
has not been insisted ujK»n since i94‘i because if that were in-'istfsl ui)on a 
large number of Muslims would have been prevented from being appointed 
as dealers and sub-dealers? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: I am not aware of tliat. 

Mr. HASAN ALI: Is the llon’ble Minister aware that after the with- 
drawal of the ban appointment of new entrants has lH*en stopjied by the 
District authorities? 
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Mfa E8KANDER ALI KHAN: At least I do not know of any such 
instance. 

Mr. MINI R LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
bo pleased to state why this essential pre-requisite has been discontinued? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: This ban was engineered so far as we 
understand to injure the interests of Scheduled Castes and Muslims and, as 
a matter of fact, new entrants were mostly Muslims and Scheduled Castes. 
The new entrants were debarred from entering the field of business. By the 
withdrawal of this ban they have been given an opportunity to come to 
business. In the public interest this ban has been withdrawn. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Kon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether in appointing dealers the Food Com- 
mittees are consulted? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Yes. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if experience and financial stability are not 
considered nowadays? What are the criteria considered? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Financial integrity and financial sol- 
vency are taken into consideration. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just given, 
viz., the ban was engineered to injure the interests of Muslims and 
Scheduled Castes, will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are his 
basis for this observation? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Because as a result of this ban new 
entrants who were mostly Miislinis and Srdieduled Castes were debarred from 
the opportunity of coming into business. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: The llonble 
Minister has said that nowadays financial stability is not considered but 
financial solvency is considered. Will he state th(‘ dilfercnee between 
financial stability and financial solvency. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the present system of having a licence to be a 
dealer should not be withdrawn? 

- Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: There is no such practice. To be a 
dealer, licence is a pre-requisite. 

Mr. BIMAL OOMAR CHOSE: Will the IloiCble Minister be pleased 
to stete whether where the communal ratio has not been maintained it is 
the policy of Government to make new recruitments from a particular 
community which has not been fully repre.sented ? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KAAN: New candidates from all communities 
are welcome in the field of business. . 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: My question was whether it was not the 
policy of Gt)vernment that where the Communal Ratio Rules have not been 
observed — let me be more specific — where Hindus are more and Muslims 
less, all new appointments should be reserved for Muslima only. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already replied that members of all com* 
munities are welcome. 
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194T.] ^ V 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA: Tt* 

fif, •st CT ‘engineer’ ^ !CIO| Pltl (▼ f 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Syama-Huq Cabinet and 93 regime. 


Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. The 
honourable member used the expression ‘‘Syama-lluq Cabinet . Is it 
parliamentary ? 

Mr. ESKANOER ALI KHAN: The Cabinet was j.opularly known as 
such. 

Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: No. it was not so. I think 

the expression is insulting. 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: I did not use it in that sen.se. 

Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: I would request the Ilou’ble 
Speaker to expunge that expression from the pioeeedings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the expression was not u.sed in a derogatory 
sense. 

Or. PROTAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: Th c expression “Syania-riuq’^ 
must not nuniiiii in the proceedin^rs. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Dr. Syuniaprusml Mookerjee cannot be 
called “Syaina”. In that case we can call Tarak llahu us “llalia Tarak ’. 
(Laujrhter.) 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Sir, during the last l)ud^>'et si'ssion many 
times the expression “Syama-lluq’’ lias been ent(‘red into the jiroceediiif^s 
ot this Assembly. 

Mr. BREAKER: The honourable member lias aln*ady said that he has 
not used it in a dero^nitory sense. 

Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: M\ sulmiission to you, Sir, is 
to call Dr. S\amaprasa<l Moi>kerji*e as “Svama ’ is a lii<ihly insulting!; e.xpres- 
sion in llen‘;ali. It must not remain in the proceeding's. 

Mr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, when Mr. Fazlul II mi formed that 
coalition Ministry, at that time if you refer to tlie ]>roceedinjrs of the House 
you will find that the Ministry was known as “Syama-H mi” Ministry not 
once or twice but hundreds of times throuj;hout the iinx’eedini^s. 

(Cries of “No, no” from Opposition benclies.) 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Hv “Syama-Huq” we 
generally mean that Mr. II uq is of sifnma hama. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BREAKER: I w’ont’t allow any discussion over it. 

Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA ROY: But he has not withdrawn the 
expression. 

Mr. ABDU8 BABUR KHAN: On a point of privilege, Sir This 
expression “Syama-lluq” 

(Cries of “No, no” from Opposition benches and uproar.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : I won’t allow any more discussion on that. 

Dr. ABDUL AH AD: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the 1942 order has been circulated to Di.strict (Vmtrollers and 
Subdivisional Controllers? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Yes, in all distnets. 
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Dr> ABDUL AH AD: I have been told just now by one person that it 
has not been circulated, and Controllers and Subdivisional Controllers are 
not taking action on this order. 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: I shall look into the matter. 

Mr. KHUDA BUKH8H: llegardig the last question, lot of supple- 
mentary questions were put. I would like to request the Hon’ble Ministers 
to be more up-to-date with their answers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is no question. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aniwera to which were laid on the table) 

Election of 24-Parganas District Board. 

16. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Will the lion lie Minister 
in charge of the liOcal Self-tloviTiinient. Depuitnient be ])leased to state — 

(a) whether the (iov(‘rninent is eonteiii plating to hold the election of 
the )^4-lhirganas District Hoard; 

(h) if so, wluni ; 

{(;) when the last elt‘ctioii of the said District Hoard was held; and 

{(I ) why the fresh idection of the said District Hoard was not so long 
held though it is long overdue ‘r 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
8ELF-G0VERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): {a) Yes. 

(h) As soon as the constitueiieies have been delimited under the Rules 
for Election of District Hoards by direct election. 

(c) The existing Hoard was constituted in .lanuary, 1941), after indirect 
elections by the then existing local boards. 

(d) Heeause of dilHculties in delimiting the constituencies of tlie Board 
for direct elections. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: In view of the fact that recons- 
titution of the Hoard is long overdue, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is going to consider delimitation of constituen- 
cies so that election may be held within (his year’r* 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the affirmative. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to slate if it is a fact that delimitation has not been approved by Govern- 
ment as yet though the District Board has sent suggestions twice lor 
delimitation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The answer again is in the 
eflSnuative. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: AVill the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why delimitation has not been approved by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The reason is there were lots of 
difficulties in making proper delimitation of constituencies and all points of 
view are being examined and considered by Government. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Wil the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state the exact nature of these difficulties? 
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The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. That will take a good 
deal of time and it will not be commensurate with the resalts obtained. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llunble Minister be 
pleased to vstate when these recommendations from the district board for 
delimitation reached the Government and whether they were informed of 
the reasons for w'hich Government were not in a position to accept 
delimitation? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALi: So fur as part (1) of the (piestion 
is concerned, 1 am afraid 1 must ask for notice. So far as part (2) of the 
question is concerned, tlie answer is in the negative. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is the intention of the Ministry to hold up dtdimitatiou until 
separate electorates are introduced? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is an emphatic 
negative. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: In the case of the district board elections in the 
districts of Bankura, Midnapore 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise out of this question which 
concerns the district board of 24-Parganas. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the llon'ble Minister b(‘ pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that (iovernment <lo not want to hnish delimitation in the 
apprehension that tlie majority of the seats may be eaptured by the minority 
communities? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 (annot understand the ques- 
tion because of so many adjectives and siudi tilings. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llon’ble Minister give us 
an approximate idea of the tirm* as to how long (lovernuKuit will take to 
examine these recommendations and get over all the diliiculties tor accepting 
delimitation? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The first part will take six 
months and the second part also another six months. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Did the Government invite 
public opinion in the matter? 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir; for then the confusion 
will be worse confounded. 


Carmichael Medical College, Belgachia. 

17. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the Eon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Uealth (Medical) Department be ideased to 
state — 

(а) the numW of students admitted into the Belgachia Medical College 

in 1946; 

(б) the number of Muslim students admitted in the College in 1946; 

and 

(c) whether the College gets any giunt or help from tho Government? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’bie Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) One 

hundred and thirty. 

(b) Nil. 
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(c) The' Carmichael Medical College and Hospital, Belgachia, gets an 
annual recurring grant of Ks. 50,000 from Government — 118.15,000 for the 
College and 118.05,000 for the Hospital. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government considers the desirability 
to enquire into the fact that Muslim applicants were categorically denied 
admission into the ('armichael Medical College? 

The Hofi’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI; I am not aware whether Muslim 
students were denied admission, but it is a fact that Muslim students are 
almost negligible in number. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: It is nil. 

ThO Hon’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No. There are at present two 
students and the matter has been referred to the authorities of the Carmichael 
Medical College. W’e have stressed the point that the institution must 
admit Muslim students in larger number if it is to continue to receive 
Government patronage. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it iti a fact that when students applied 
for seats in this college, they are not admitted until and unless they pay 
Ha. 1,000 as subscription? 

Tha Hofl’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the llon'ble Minister please ascer- 
tain the number of Muslim students who applied for admission to the 
Carmichael Medical College? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of the number of 
students wiio applied for admission but when we referred the matter to the 
college authority there were two applicants for admission and they were 
both admitted. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if any report regarding rejection of application of any 
candidate for admission was brought to the notice of Government? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I received information that some 
Muslim students were refused admission. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Hid the Ilon'ble Minister enquire 
into the facts of the case and, if so, with what result? What were the educa- 
tional qualifications of those candidates who were refused admission? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: They were second division 
students and it was brought to my notice that the college authorities cannot 
admit second division studcntvS. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Are the Government aware that 
many first division students with Biology as their subject could not secure 
admission either into the Medical College, Calcutta, or in the Carmichael 
Medical College? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of the fact that 
first division students with Biology were refused admission in the Carmichael 
Medical College, because it is a private institution financially aided by 
Government, and Government have no administrative control over that ins- 
titution. 
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Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: Will Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state how many second division and third division 
students were admitted into the Carmichael Medical College during the last 
five years!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know. 


Acquisition of lands by Covemment at Konnagar, Hooghly, for a 
private company. 

18. Mr. RAMHARI RAY: (o) Will the Hoiride Mini.stcr in ihargo 
of the IndustriewS l)ei>artment be pleased to state whether it is a tact that 
the (Tovernmeiit contemplate to acquire for a j>articular comi>uny by the 
strength oi Land Acquisition Act some bighas ot cultivated lands apper- 
taining to the luouzas Konnagar, Makhia, etc., in the district ol Hooghly 
for the construction of workshops on those cultivated lands ^ 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleastnl to state the name of the 
com}>any ? 

(c) Is the lion ’hie Minister aware that general protest meetings for 
the attempts to aciiuire the cultivated lands for the purpose were held by 
the inhabitants of Makhia, Belghoria, Nimta, Basudevpur and neighbouring 
mouzas Y 

(fj) If so, will the lloirble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, he is proposing to take in the matter? 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) Certain lands in 
mouzas Konnag^ir, Makhia, etc., in the district of Hooghly have been noti- 
fied for ac(iuisition under the Land Acqni.sition Act for a lompany for 
establishment of a factory to manufacture motor cars, a new' industry in 
this country, on the recommendation of the ColliM-tor and tin* (\)mmii»aioner 
of the Division concerneil. The Collector has as usual been directed to 
submit reiiorts under sections 5 A and 4t) of the 1/and Ac<juisition Act, after 
making enquiry and hearing objections as reijuired by the Act, through the 
Commissioner. Those reports have not yet lK*en received and (loyernment 
are not therefore in a iKisition to know whether the project contains culti- 
vated land or not. 

{h) Hindusthan Motor ('^orjmration, Ijtd. (of Messrs. Birla Brothers). 

(c) A jietition from the inhabitants of the villages concerned has been 
received by (jovernment. 

(d) The said petition will be considered along with the reports referred 
to in (a). 

Mr. RAM HARI ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state, 
with reference to answer (c), whether the petition contained a statement that 
cultivable lands have been notified for acquisition under th(* Land 
Acquisition Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The petition contained Hial 
statement as you wdll find fnmi the answer that the (\dle< tr»r has, us usual, 
been directed to submit a report under seetions oA and 40 of the Land 
Acquisition Act after making enquiry and hearing ohjection.s as required by 
the Act through the Comnii.ssioner. So until the report comes, we cannot 
say anything. 

Mr. RAM HARI ROY; Does the Hon’ble Minister disbedieve the con- 
tents of the statement? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIM AHMED; I have nothing further to 
add. 
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19. Mr. MOBARAK ALI AHMED; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
Secondary Education Bill will be introduced in the Bengal Ixjgislative 
Assembly in its current session? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Will the Ilon’hle Minister l)e pleased to state when it is likely to 
be introduced in the 1/egislative Assembly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; It is pro< 
posed to introduce the Bengal Secondary Education Bill in this session of the 
Assembly. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Bill has actually been drafted? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: Yes. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the main items in the Bill? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am afraid, that he cannot do. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Calcutta University has rejected the report 
drawn up by T)r. Zuberi? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQ: That is not a fact. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Cub-Inspectors of Cchools in Dacca district. 

•50. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department l)e pleased to state — 

(a) how many Sub-Inspectors of Schools are at present serving in Dacca 

district ; 

(b) how many of them are — 

(i) Muslims, 

(«) Caste Hindus, and 

(in) Scheduled Castes; 

(c) whether there is any Scheduled Caste Sub-Inspector of Schools in 

that district; and 

(d) if not, do the Government consider it desirable to appoint Sub- 

Inspector of Schools from the Scheduled Castes at an early date? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALIQUE (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. 8aiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain): .Eighteen. 

(b) (i) Fourteen; {//) four; and (Hi) nil. 

(c) No. 

(d) Yes, it has already been decided to post a Scheduled Caste B.A.B.T. 
as Sub-Inspector of Schools in the Dacca district and steps are being taken 
to give effect to that decision by the Inspector of Schools, Dacca Range. 
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(Starred question Xo. 51 was called.) 

Mr> K. NA8ARULLA: May 1 ask you, Sir, to hold over this queation 
as the papers relevant to this question have been sent to tlie Calcutta Dis- 
turbances Enquiry Commission? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection. Questions over. 

(Starred question Xo. 51 was accordingly held over.) 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr* 8URE8H CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: on a point of 

privilege, Sir, C’lt e 

^ I supplementary questions 'Q 

f^‘i 'Iji'i 5i[, supplementary questions 

r?! I -fl Mi ■Jif*<c=T-tcM 3i<?t sivt-m cn ^ 

^mi f^«ni f’J'j ?? i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hut so tar as today’s (piestions are concerned I think 
honourable lueiiibers had sudicieiit time to go through them because we have 
taken up yesterday's ([uestious today. So far as the next day’s questions are 
concerned we luive alr«'ad\ Mi[)plii‘d tin* »*opies of answers and 1 think that 
complaint cannot hold good ior this occasion. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: 'ntw vi nr 

rcn accid«*ntally ! generally m sri i question 1)1% ORtI 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall look to that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker. I think it is not 
possible for u)u to accede to the request of the bouourable member because 
tbo rule ])rovides that (|ue>lion'. and answers in printed form will be laid on 
the table at least an hour or bait an hour before the Assembly meets — one 
hour before on the Ijibiary Table and half an hour before here. So that has 
been tlie practice fidlowcd in this Legislature since its ince}>tioii and I see no 
justification tor you to deviate tnmi the jiractice tollowed s() long. 

Non-official Mombors’ Resolution. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Mr. S]>eaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that 
this Assembly is of opinion that the (iovernment of Bengal should represent 
to the Government of India to undertake, without further delay, in cousul- 
tatioii with the DistriiM Bojird of Pabnu and other statutory local bodies 
connected with the scheme, a detailed investigation into the Ishurdi-Pabna- 
Sadhuganj Railway project and make connection up to the Pabna Town in 
order to avoid competition with Ishurdi-Pabna motor traffic and thereafter 
construction of the same may be taken up if found remunerative. 

Sir, it is a matter of great delight on my part to have this opportunity 
of moving a resolution on a subject of far-reaching economic and social 
importance to the entire rural and urban population of a district, viz., Pabna, 
which has tremendous possibilities of industrial growth before it. Sir, in 
fact, economic development and consequent rural welfare and general deve- 
lopment of the town and the district of Pabna largely, if not solely, hinges 
upon this project. Sufferings of the people of all sections due to chronic 
lack of transport facilities and travel facilities and communication difficul- 
ties are much acute and manifold. 

Sir, commercial life of the district is hopelessly crippled. The traders, 
the merchants, the industrialists are daily, constantly confronted with 
16 
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rarious difficulties in the matter of carrying on their trade due to serious 
difficulties in the system of communication. Sir, of course in certain routes 
and during some part of the year some buses and trucks ply and carry on 
business, but really these buses and trucks cannot replace the widely felt 
need for a railway. Of course, the passenger traffic from Ishurdi to Pabna 
may be served by tlie bus service to some extent but not the ever increasing 
volume of goods traffic that takes place on that route. So, Sir, it is the 
natural demand, spontaneous demand of the Pabna people of all colours 
and creeds for the economic relief, economic betterment and easier transport 
facilities and fair facilities of travel, that has taken a concrete shape in this 
resolution. In fact, I am voicing the demand of the whole district. 

Sir, some time back it was rightly emphasised by the Pabna District 
Muslim League in a resolution of theirs that Pabna is a district of which 
75 per cent, of the jiopulation are Muslims and it will remain cut off from 
the centre of civilisation due to non-construction of this railway line. In 
this connection 1 may recall to my mind the event (,)f the Pabna ajul Xatore 
District Muslim League Conference held at Chatmohar under the Presidency 
of no less a person than the present Chief Minister of Bengal. There also 
in a resolution tliat conference urged the urgent and imperative necessity of 
constructing that railway. 

Sir, it is regretable indeed that in spite of this universal support and 
universal expression of good will behind this project, the proposal has not 
yet materialised. This resolution is based on demands of various public 
bodies — the District Board, Municipality, Bar Association, Muktear Associa- 
tion, People’s Association, Passengers’ Association, Civil Supplies Syndicate 
and all other public bodies of Pabna. It is a wholly non-controversial 
resolution I am happy to observe. 

Sir, the project of a railway line over this part of the country is an old 
one. It is ])ending since 1910. There is a history behind it. Several 

S relirainary surveys and exploratory surveys took place at different times 
ut progress stopped for some reason or other. Sir, let me give a brief 
account of the different stages of the enquiries held by different authorities 
at different times. 

In 1910 the first survey was held. In 1914-15 a reconnaissance survey 
was taken from Ishiirdi via Pabna to Sadhuganj. Then a detailed survey 
was held in 1916 and the result of this survey was to the effect that this line 
was considered to be a paying one. It was considered to be a good business 
proposition from the railway authority standpoint and that report was 
endorsed by Mr. Van Someren, the then Traffic Manager of the E. B. B. 
who was himself interested in that scheme and construction was recommended 
but World War No. I interrupted further progress. 

On 6th February, 1922, a resolution was passed in the Bengal Council 
and that resolution was moved by the then Chairman of the Pabna District 
Board, Mr. Wasiuddin Ahmed, who was a member of the Council and that 
resolution was accepted by the Council. In 1924 under the instruction of 
the Railway Board the Agent, E, B. Ry., investigated into the matter and 
the Railway Board observed in that connection that the line promised to 
be remunerative. 

Then again, Sir, Mr. Bhandarkar. the then D. T. S. of the E. B. Ry. and 
at present Oeneral Manager of the Bengal Assam Railway, held an investi- 
gation in 1925. Mr. Bhandarkar’s opinion was not favourable in all respects 
out he opined clearly that this project should be taken up by the Government 
after the Natore-Nachoul and Dinajpur Ruhia projects were accepted. Then 
the E. B. Ry. Agent’s report to tne Railway Board was to the effect that 
the construction of this project — Pabnar-Sadhuganj Project — should be 
taken up after the above-mentioned two railways are constructed; and in 
the meantime Dinajpur-Ruhia and Natore-Nachcml Railways have already 
been constructed about two decades ago. 
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Then, Sir, the difficulties as were visualised hy Mr. Bliondarkar are non- 
existent now. The river Ganges has receded far away from the town. 
There was no other difficulty likely to involve the new Railway in the town. 
Rather due to stoppage of certain steamer service now serious dislocation of 
trade and traffic has taken place inside the district. 1 am quoting 
Mr. Bhandarkar’s observation as to the i)rospect of this Railway : 

“The portion of the district through which the railway line w'ill pass is 
thickly populated and is rich in agriculture, it will tap a fairly big 
jute area at> also seed, sugarcane and turmeric. For the first fifteen 
miles the country is high and from Dulai to Kashinathpur the 
country is higher. The drainage of the country is from west to east 
and the rivers flow mostly in that direction. There are a number 
of Juits along the line." 

From all this it appears that this line is sure to pn>ve remunerative. In 
the meantime, rapid industrial devclopimmt lias taken phne. Many small 
mills have sprung up in the district of Pabna. In December. 11)2H, 
Mr. Edwards. Kngineer-in-('hiel, Surve\s and ('onstruction, K. B. Bailvvay, 
in his reinvestigation rei»orl on this project (»n its final alignment, estimated 
that it would cost Rs. 41,TJ3,(Ht(l and earn an annual income of Ks. k\<kS,tK)0, 
the rate of return on tiie capital outlay being over ]ier annum, and 
reported this project to be a good business pn^position. Then, Sir. the then 
Agent, Yj. B. Railway, in his letter No. bSK’/ W/ol ;Io/‘AS to the ('liairmun, 
District Bojird of Fabna, told that board that the Ratisfa<tory n'sults of 
reinvestigatioii made the possibility of its construction much more hopeful. 
Then the matter was taken up and discussed by the Local Advisory Com- 
mittee, K. B. Railway, which met on the 27th .lul\, 1{)2S. The j)rojee.t 
was discussed and construction was approved unanimously. Tt was also 
given out at this meeting that its construction liad also been recommended 
by the Government of Bengal and the Railway Board was approached for 
necessary saiu'tion. Then, Sir, it may be pointed out also tliat before this 
railway project was first entertained by the Railway Authorities in 191d, 
Messrs. Martin & Co. agreed to construct a light railway up to Babna and a 
guarantee of 4 per cent, interest was given by the district board; but the 
project was abandoned as the Government t<»ok U}) the railway project them- 
selves. In 1924 a petition was submitted to the Government for financial 
assistance and a guarantee of h ])er rent, interest on tlo- (apital outlay for 
the purjxise ol forming a public limited company by })rivate enterprise, but 
the publication of the Ackworth Committee had put a to it. 

From 1924 onwards district board and municipal commissioners of Babna 
liave adopted a series of resolutions ])ointing <mt the neces-sity and urging 
upon the construction of this railway in no time. 

Sir, this line wTll improve the economic condition in various ways. It 
will not damage crops. It will further improve the productivity of tlie crop. 
It will not injure adversely the health and sanitation. It would farther the 
interests of trade and agriculture and it would offer marketing facilities to 
the people in an increasing measure. Sir, in the Central Assembly Mr. A. C- 
Butt sought to move a resolution, but it was not discussed afterwards. 
Mr. Kumar Sankar Ray moved a resolution in the Council of State. That 
resolution was accepted. In that connection Sir Guthrie Russel, the then 
Chief Commissioner for Railways, stated that if the Bengal Govemimuit 
could be persuaded to pay for the cost of inve.stigation, the Government of 
India was certainly prepared to carry that investigation out. It was pointed 
out to the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division by a deputation of the 
people of Pabna which waited on him on 23rd Atigust, 1938, that motor 
buses and trucks can never replace the need for railway. Then a deputa- 
tion was sent to the Communication and Finanr.e Ministers at Darjeeling 
in October, 1938, and some Hon^ble Ministers visited the Pabna town, and 
had a discussion with the representatives of public bodies there about this 
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project and they said that they would sympathetically look into the 
problem. Then,. Sir, the Secretary, War Transport Department, in his 
letter, dated 20th May, 1944, urged upon the Passengers’ Association, Pabna, 
to draw- attention to the matter again as soon as the War comes to an end. 
The Secretary, Railway Board, in his letter, dated 11th May, 1944, repeated 
the assurance already given that the project in question would be considered 
in due course in connection with the B. A. Railway’s Post-war Reconstruc- 
tion Schemes. The District Magistrate of Pabna in his letter to the Pabna 
Passengers’ Association No. d52()(x., dated 27th May, 1944, stated that “the 
Ishurdi-Pabna-Sadhuganj Railway project had been included in my recom- 
mendations for post-war reconstruction of railways and it has been given the 
first priority”. The Secretary, Communications and Works Department, in 
his letter No. 1426R., dated 27th May, 1944, informed the said Association 
that the Railway Board had agreed to consider the proposal in connection 
with the post-war reconstruction. A deputation in connection with this 
project waited on the then llon’ble Minister-in-charge of Communication 
and Works Department of the (Government of Bengal, and the Railway 
Planning Sub-Committee of the Government of Bengal adopted this project 
on 2drd March, 1940. Then, Sir, on the 4th February, 1946, the Railway 
Board, Government of India, wrote a letter to tbe Pabna Passengers’ Asso- 
ciation to tbe efi’ect that “the Railway authorities are in such cases largely 
influenced by the recommendations of the Provincial Government. Your 
proposal for the coustniction of the line should be made to tbe l^rovincial 
Government”. Sir, very recently tliis matter was referred to the Railway 
Department of the Goveriiiueut of India by tbe Secretary to the Passengers’ 
Association, Pabna, and the Secretary, Railway Board wrote to the 
Secretary to say that “I am to say that th(‘ new construction plans of the 
Central Government have been formulated after full discussion with Provin- 
cial Government and that the above jjroject has not been recommende<l by 
the Bengal Government in their j)08t-war railway plan. I am accordingly to 
suggest that your representation sliould be made to the Bengal Government 
in the first instance. If this j)roject is now favourably eonsidered by the 
latter and recomniendod for investigation, it wdll he given due consideration.” 

Sir, this is the history of this project in short. I am sure the Govern- 
ment of India are ^nepared to acce]»t this project ]>i’ovided favourable recom- 
mendaliou is sent by the (lovernmeiil ol Bengal in tavoiir of this project. 

I hoj»t‘, Sir, tliis House will acet‘pt this projeet and the Government of 
Bongal will take imim*diate aetion in this matter and try to influence the 
Government of India to accept this jiroject in no time. 

Witli these words, Sir, 1 commend my resolution to the acceptance of 
this House, 


Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had a .resolution of 
the same type, and without moving a separate resolution 1 would like to 
sup])ort the one moved by the member on tbe other side. Dave I that 
permission. Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Pabna is the only district in the whole 
province which is not connected with railway and steamer services. This 
project — Pabua-Ishurdi-S»dhuganj railway line — has been hanging fire since 
1910. Regular survey was made in 1914-15-16 on which the then investi- 
gating officer — I do not remember his name — submitted his report saying 
that it would be very convenient and that the project should be taken up. 
But unfortunately for us then came the war. During the war nothing 
could he done. That was "War No. 1. After the war when the India 
Government was not doing anything it was in the year 1922 that the then 
Chairman of the District Board, Khan Bahadur Wasiuddin Ahmed, moved 
a resolution in the old Council. This was accepted by the Provincial 
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Government and a recommendation was made to the India Government to 
t?ke up the project. But unfortunately one Mr. Vandarkar was appointed 
the investigating officer. He investigated into the case and reported that it 
would be a losing concern, if accepted and put into operation, and this led 
the Government of India to shelve the project. Then there were protests 
from the local people, and it was pointed out tliat the only reason for 
Mr. Vandarkar to arrive at that decision or conclusion was, according to his 
own saying, that country boats which used to go far up the river up to 
Monghyr and even in the interior, would atVect the earnings of the railway. 

This was the reason, Sir, which prompted him lo say that it would affect 

the income of the railway, and so ilie project was rejected. He, however, 

said that the project might be taken up alter the Nntor-Nachol and the 

Dina)jpur-Balurghat railways liad been ctmipleted. Tin's Nator-Nachol 
section is now known as the Amiuira bram h, and thi'se two projects have been 
completed, but nothing has so far been done for this Pabna-lshurdi project. 
Sir, nothing has been done in spite of the strong rcpr»'scntation of the district 
board and the local people and the ri‘commcndation of the Provincial Govern- 
ment. At tliat time 1 happened to be tlic ('hairman of the district ])ourd 
and suggested that the distric-t Ixaird would be prepared to take up the work. 
The (Tovernment of li\dia acccpti'd this suggc'^tion put forward by me on 
behalf of the district board with this stipulation that tht‘ work might be 
taken up by the district bi»aril and a narrow gauge line might be constructed 
¥.’1111 this provision that the alignments ^h(,>ul(I l>e made suliicitmtly wide for 
broad giiage lim*s to be constructed in future. Sir, this would invidvi* huge 
expenditure, and the district board was md able t«» take it up. So tbut 
project bad to be dropped. Then there was an agitation all round the 
district and a deputation went 1(» the then Ilon’blc Minister of Finance 
beaded by the late llon’bb* Mr. Kumar Sankar Itav. .\s a n'siilt (d that 
agitation the then Minister came to Pabna and gave us hojics that we wo\ild 
see that the project was ‘jua'cptcd and jml into o|)cration as early us possible. 
Sir, that was in 19db, but unfotunately then came the war and the whole 
matter had to he shelved. 

Then again, Sir. in 1944 w'c approached the Hailway Board and I tried 
enough to get a healing. At that time 1 was tidd that our project was 
proposed to he takem up alter thi‘ .lagannathgauj-Aricha line was c’omplct(‘d. 
But thereafter we were definitely told that the (}ov«‘rnment (d‘ India would 
not recommend to tljc Hailway Board t<» take up our project. Tlien there 
wa.s ag'itation ag-ain hut in 194(1 the Finam-ial Comiuissioner and the (‘liief 
(Commissioner of Hailways refu.s<*d to Hanetion tlu' scheme again. The 
people of Pahna also rtd'used to take thi.*< decision lying down and we yvere 
then informed on the 4th April, 194(), that tlie Hailway Board could m>t lake 
any initiative unless and until it was lorwurded wdth the reeomuiendation 
of the Provincial Government. Since then we liave been finding out way» 
and means t(j move the Provincial (jovernment, and it is with a view to 
strengthening the hands of the Provincial Gov(‘rnment that we have brought 
this resolution in the Legislature. So. Sir, I wholeheartedly .support the 
resolution and urge upon this Legi.slatiire and the Provimual GoviTnment to 
recommend this ])rojeet to the Government of India and the Hail way Board 
that the project be taken up at once. 

In this connection I may point out that the original project was a line 
from Sadhuganj to Ishurdi via Pabna. It has since been alterc’d, and it 
has been proposed to terminate it at Bera. The last time T bad tbc> lumour 
to meet the Railway Standing rommittc‘e and I sugg’Csted that the lerminus 
be at Nagarbari. That would be directly up to river Jamuna and if a ferry 
service be maintained between Nagarbari and Aricha, the journey from 
Dacca to Calcutta would be reduced by six hours. Instead of going via 
Gnalundo a passenger can reach Nagarbari in the morning and reach Dacca 
from there in one and a half hours’ time. This distance is not more than 
45 miles. 
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Sir, we believe it is the Steamer Company which is putting all hindrances 
to this project, because they know that if it is accepted the Ooalundo Steamer 
.Service would be ruined for ever. I hope the Oovernment of Bengal would 
kindly bring to the notice of the Government of India that this project has 
been hanging fire for decades and that it should be taken in hand and com- 
pleted as soon as possible. 

With these words I support the resolution moved by my friend, 
Mr. Manoranjan Dhar. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA; Manoranjan 

Dhar ’rvm cn (TT i 

RaOway line VCTO *^1^; 

interest iron ^ ^vn jictt ^i, 

4m 5f317 ’tPRI c^l 

^*3Tpi »r^fr I “^^1 c^sfiiT v£j5f ' 

3 Itst ^ ’i?/ ra 

I I (?i Railways 

vr.vr.^j ‘stri *Rt >iirr‘T ^rip? i 

’ttc^ .ai?! i 

^«ti rcC'^ ’I r-Tf-T f<v C3i ^rt:^ ot'i ^ti i ^] 

Railway'f ni ^5*^ *i- K‘£ (\uitral Oovernmentt '^r^] vrtrT’»T i ^rc^fT cvTr^r 

v:n ?ii-fi cm:T-: i'\rc 9t<i ?i'ri ^4^ zm 

'iM I Provincial 3 ri'5? fr-fi inconu'-taxa-r ’SW ^rt:^3 

’ifci I ^ i t. vr*n •ill ^M^TKi c-"^pT3 4---c^j-7 -11. i;r< twi to 

v\=ii r:-T j-ti '-n^r^'T Jirci; 

Central '4o-l cvs':‘T ^frto r - tryi otrc-i? -nv i ^rsp-iK (?fPT 

tlX^tSTi? .TP:, C'-t^t, ‘T^t-tloT i?r*tl 

^r?i I 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKA NATH BARORY; Sir, the pnjpo'^ed 
railway project was examined by experts and touiid beset with variou> ditli- 
oulties from the view-|»oints of experts. 1, however, realise that if the 
project materialises the travelling i)ubli(‘ will b(‘ benefited. So, tin* Govern- 
ment have decided not to oppose tliis resolution. 

The motion of Mr. Manoranjan Dhar that this Assembly is of opinion 
that the Government of llengal .should represent to the Government of India 
to undertake, without further delay, in eonsultation with the District Board 
of Pabna and other statutory local bodies connected with the scheme, a 
detailed investigation into the Ishurdi-Pabna-Sadhuganj Railway jiroject 
and make connection up to the Pabna Town in order to avoid com])etition 
W'ith Tshurdi-Pabna motor trallic and thereafter con.struction of the same 
may be taken up if found remunerative was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: I beg to move the resolution standing 
in my name that this .\ssem^)ly is of opinion that the Government of Bengal 
.should make immediate steps to amend the Bengal Lo(‘al Self-Government 
Act of ltS8o and the Bengal Village Self-Government Act of 1919 so that 
all females of the age of 21 years or more who are literate, or who pay the 
requisite amount of union rate or chowkidari tax or road cess as recpiired 
under the Acts to qualify themselves to be voters or members or whose 
husbands or fathers, or guardians, as the case may be, are qualified bv these 
Acts to be voters or members, shall be entitled to be voters or members of 
the institutions set up by these Acts. 
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srcrmr, ^mc^rfFi tfW y’st ar f g ^ t c yy (?ftc^ vs^ cm 

c3t&Tf^m mz% I mm cm ^*t'rr?ric5(— 5tt f%^«ni 

f3^f5KTm»r9?«fiTC5 sr^srm i fVi jr^ c^ cw*n* 

c^ ^rflsTTO cm c^f«rm ^ i c*rc-f ^ vo ?ft^, tftir \rouo m 

9’5T trt’nir^ 1 tnrrr^^ c^ wff -ttncjn m) f^i to 4trr 

^ 5’5T c?fs ^f? cm c^ I >Rtr«rT v K] 1%^ ¥C» 

f^pTfr^ at c^rcf -f ^ jti w>t ^srcir^f^ »4^ 

Ttfm »prTw ^ni ^f<pm ^<i'k tft^T ?n atti cwsn c^rtr^ tff^fMf 

^1 errfh ^ ’m ’trf ^«n Tirf%H!« 

®tr*F f I ^*5! ^t^rscj^ wr-Tc^r^ -st'-nfisK i ^^f^rlt^i 

t?r^ (Fz*\ »nrf:^c»i &?T]?’tr^ Fr^rre sr;m'5t^'-t=T wjrri wmc^-K ? ’»f 

^•1-rf^ 5rc<rj f^i i 'jtwi— ? rpi c^t srtf^ crr^ Tt^ fFc^ ’pnr 

!rc<fT at f^i 5T7 m c^Pi nsTJi «r^i *ri vtfw 

rnTr? ^j\ f^fs:^ ’fT^i vat ^ri i Ttt «fTfr=? ^\ ’i^rTCBr'i 4^1 '*rnK¥ 

sifr^n JT^rt^r im -fit i?r<fTt^ c'^c^ ^rf^ii; t-th tr=t ml\Ti cfit^i ^ftv, ^itftir cmi 
^vii: at\>i c^nri c^c^Jf^i ’^Tm ‘fit >t^ m, 

^r^=ffi:i ^c^'r^'TCT'i =Ti -fr-T3f^--T f^5f^fn''lTif%fN m ^tcf i 

RmRI f3? >ror-? ’F’TTl CTO flfn ^m) 'ifTVirw '!if»ir3 

Oin f-p'4 c^r'^-r rrj '.irc'r^ ^ri, 'bu m tr^*T 

''ti'r^^T ^Ti I ii’-i cF^ -siiic'^^ '-irr'Pi -srt'! vz’b ''trr’ii ’6\t i^tfji c’T^i ?n^*Th ’Tft 
v.bi^, CstT^' f^'‘in5tr^ rs.-T I tr*T*iT St>t fsf^ ^ 

Pr-irrS^; f^c=T]>*ii frr’i :ift-^tf>‘ir^T r.vt:^T cm'frri n*^’:^^ ':;itc=T -z. ‘SfprntTs 

vz^zc^ a\t ^ini cit^t'/r*! >: '^n 'v.i nt^ ‘t-i* 'c?i>r-T> 

?t;; I i-^f r’=T irt ^pyl ij T\Ji/‘ C’Hs^ r.:» v|)r.T •yt^.n ri.-f^ 

stiT 5 cn C=":l r*m ''lfT*t ST!:*:. ’5}1?T *71? ‘ST-ll. 51^5, >l!'Jt? ^wf w 

fTTfs'-^T nt'^ft? 1. 15. tit:!? ‘17* cnF.Ti c^'t? c^rili PKi i 

a\ T^r?T:i w\fit 'A'' cbS'Tt:^ THtr ’?*.b r^-T:t:-i'i ''i:w U:^ h] 

^7^:?r*T c^at c^i i^r^i R^rc-^-r ’smi ?r-r) sftf-TR 

f<&7^' R*.'^ rb^Il ^firsi 


7'TC5 b\t\ ^tR ^tU i\z^. '“^fR c*^*! ■*rw 

FT31 'bVtZ'i/t ^ir*7rr‘*''T CTTS '4 tSRj;.! z^AZb CsT'I!'-': 

'®rT'[5 i “^tR It’.^ C'‘ Act <''F^ 01 ’I'iiO*. O'^toi crt'^i*' '■'■•71 f*i^ StT^tc® l 

rf\A^A Sit ’?niu-*ft^^ ■Ji'4't'i t'Sf-p:-- C'Ai ^] c^^-ll C7Ki --'RtIzm r.:tM •) cw&Hl 

vaizc Z! Sit — 

Seftioii 7 of the Bombay Villu^^e Pancliaye^f' Art, ]!bi‘», y,iy>, “All adult 
persons wlio ordinarily reside in the villajre and all adult persons who own 
ill the village a house assessed to house tux or land ass(*HHed to oesH under 
section 9d of the Bombay Local Boards Avi, 192'}, shall be entitled to vote 
at tlie election.” 

•3TW1 ^ c^ 'itfV ^‘?n m ^at JiRi 3t^ R-t fz*! ztt =fc7, 

Rmr ^\ivat '^nrrmi ::fV=Tro^ cztr^ c^'^trpT fv-^ rvfr^F ^j^r.T *)p7A7r i>r?f 

^nrt:^ Rim oi 'Wn ^R=7i at ^sa 

c'4of ’^Rjz 1 ’*nR R^t^i v^rrs m, m\rf^ ^nj wrJt^ 

vhmtn 01 ?iij CFZ^TR tfcw^ c^ cirs^n c^ 'v.cvtr ot*n fff 
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^ fV »pit0 ^^5?, 

cm ’fm ^1 m 31 ij’c^T ot «n^ 

iT5Sf, OT ^’<R, ?nr m I 3t^ TO TO5 ?’c^T, TO3 

TO, ’ffe 'Q tft*t^ ^C3 TO ’TsrfCW^ mi '*TClfc^ — ^^f^Tcn TOBT — 3tC^ mi7 
CTO ^3 c?rr<f miri <71 mm mfl m c^ emu mtm ?f 3 <iirm 

tft#53 mc3 TO I mil 3fcm c^r f^c3 ^ c»r^i mm ^cmf3 fro m, 

mtTO 3nr «ff^nr fro mf3 f?»rfm mmi «rj i csfcm fro, R^ru 

fro, itm3H ’ff^5prm fro c^ srero c^ mc3 toi mtm 

mm ^ or c?m c^ai cm^r cro 3N3 to m. 3ni€tir ^if^sfi ^t| ^5Tmi 

mm ^ ?&trm ’if^R c^t to 3i ![c^? Rwrop ’tfs3, •jzw.v TOfmt 

3HC3?r mr^i =TrtoiT CTO 3m3Tc^ tptR3 TO c^c^ I 3tt ^f63 

sTTO^ mi, 3M rnfar 'a wrft^ #t?icm ’tf^’t‘t'31 'a 

mra ^,mi mtew 5if^3 to f-r^i *ft^i cto, 3iuriT (Tit mi i 

tfTO^ ?c5rf^ Jim t[C3T^ mJiT^ (?i-t c^i f-rw TOm cru (Tva 

m iR'T^ TO I c>i c^ «id? vftr=F mi toc^ ^ cto 

^1 ms ewK^ m Tst^c-m ^^u-t'a m .jti i tic^ jr^c^ tom 

csTci^i to 3TO MFj^ ^\^^ jrmWm ^i\ mi-TO ^TOt^i mm c^i 

c’tlftrJTcm t?r^i Jif^ ^to ppf to m 3tTO tfm3^ cv^ftc^ Jimm 
ms TO I esteem (m<t 5c^ '^rtom ^i ms mrr crtc^i :itoi Jimrc^ 

=uto (?fnm ■•ur«iK Jirc^ mrrm my mtTO 5if?»3 c^c^i m«fi i 

m ^vii -<5ir^--3rr5mi cm“t wm c3t^ r*fC3 '^rtem ^i i 
ar«t 3i?r"mc^ «r|Jirc3 st^ (R uitcsi (R municipal election to cTO ^'tc3 (R^c^ 

^3'qI% Jitom c3Ti? to "TO^i J50 w^T C3t^ to c^'Tci^ I 3m to •utfc?! 3tc^ ^^m 

i\^\ C^sim fjTC?I f^tcn C*f^rC3 m3R cn -I3T=T1 ^3 3TM ^itoi enm^T Cot^ 

cm I ^twem to ’i^to Jitoi C3t^ f*fi:3 Rirm ^ s«:c3 ^ii i '^itm 

’umi c^«r TOR *tjy '®rtfv trc3m’F 'sttoi^i m^i (r vu y^m y5t3 erm Ji’^m 
Renoir *?tvi>t3 ?c^ ^ fs^i cm mem i 4i?i •i3mi ^i mmtto ^ f^"fcm try ^ > 
C^ CTI^I JIJR (RR JTirrc^^ JT3RFtTO ^l5t^ JfCRl^ 3 mt il^ ^toi- 

cm ito JitriJrj 3i ^^ii 5 cr5 i m ym m ^to c^t3 

vim^ oar^ii <Rtc3i rpri Jiftorcm ’ 15 "!^ ^t§ ^5 tc 3 sto ^ ye'^“m 

cJi ■f3mi so W5T yta m 3tem ymi #tm -nto m (R yt3&m to ^'4't'; 

‘fli? cBTSTi cut3 (RT3 — 3te3 TOcm mi 3tem c3t1?Tftm froi m y^3mT 

«TOi to JT?m3i m^^ 1 

MTi SPEAKER: Mr. Roy, you will please finish within two minutes, 
because the House has to be adjourned for prayers. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY; Yes, Sir. 

cmRi JiiTt ifl’u; TOFt^ ’lem jt^si jtkjiic^ mm--mtm cm 

tpr*! mi mi 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House will now adjourn for prayers. Mrs. Sen 
will speak after prayers. 

(At this stage the house was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mrs. A8HALATA SEN : TOtm, !n^3 mm.^ m 

Slt*m TOcm cTOcm c 3 t^mTi mirr (r tl^t^ ^ »r!ft 3 :mc‘! mft 1 mtfii m^i 
ftSn c¥m cto Wr tottoi mwJi 1 
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OTCTf ’PR 

cm c^am wi 

^ I ii^ ^ c«m c’WTt^ Suffrage Movemont^^ 

C'Tl^tf^, CVC^C'T? ^ ^P^VS I lVl 0?t*t 

CTtwn (TT^’t v^*\ I c^sRT 'mm cn'R «RT?ir«r f^rf^!^ ; m\ 

c»fC T C ?^ c5T^f*nfR ’r^^’rnrc-'!^ 5X5^ ipf] »rrnr$i i ^5^ ^§^«f »i»/ 

(mm I m ^c^T OTTui ®?ri: vvn, f^TCcrcT?! 'g 

^ I 

c^ otc^ c«tt^r^< >irc« JT*M7Tff^'^ c^ 

^1 f^C^l fV^ C?Tt£ 'il^l^l ^t'lf'5 ^mi5. C>I Tv^TtTI C«t^ 

^1, =?H^i T<iz C'rm ?Tiir=^t55Tr ^z'a \ ij? cn ^f<j* fi'^i 

j^^vrs ^ 5111 tfc^t col?ir*iT!=i rcTxis '&« c^*jt 

^ A^Cir f^5X^ ’fx? vftTX?? W C^’TC'PT f^-^A fn’SM Ct'-Ih IT(, VC*1 ’ 

ij^ ^ ^-1 1 f-Fl "41$ =TX^ (Tit m 3]fw ah ;n lfc'51, ^l^r C'4CW1 LA f-fJT’l '«Tto 

^1 >ra=^^ rc'4i 5T1 1 C4ti?tf<i=^'i^ 

?Xirc^ (TTl^ (TJX^ C'lG’Tl ilTt’it 3T57(* Ar:<A ^\a 1 ^it 'S^O^syM C"i?Il '5I5T«1 

^tx^ !rcj(i ^ rsimi n^ri xijcwc't azM^A za 7)r<in>i 

C^TfefR^H X'^G^Tl rx^C^, i;tCi: =Tmi?^T rC^IG AAZ '1\A 5TC'<I^ ’<it’Fl CW*! 

5JN1 f^'3 A\‘^] tJX^C'H 'J^'J'ft rrTIG C^*T ^ZA iTI, HI '-liri ^1 f 

W<t^ a ^R'iH ^ar '-ri-fm ^-^Pi c’ltH <1 Enquiry (.'oinmitleo ^ZA 

C'f^H '-mCA 0\ 4 wnu f^stC’T ^<ct' I STXH ^/iPl *11 ’TX’l 

f<5H!4tX^ ^t^l ^■S'<T 1 C4-tJ! m\m ^t, (TJ«ttC«T >13(^114 4^p] ’Itw C'^^CP fli’ll 
VPi, 4t5X^ ^tl C^Pl VCTT nix^ AAZ tIC*^tefX*"f*1 HlG?!! »1fC^ , f*f^ A\h *1^ 

^ ^iPl 7A HU’XST ‘A\A\A mi '-^tx^ ^Tl I cntlfitj C^m^A ColPlR^'I'i Rx^t ufC^l >4'X>* 

C’lPl 37^JTtRH %X4 ''It'TX^ I =TnHt5X^PT 24®rtX4 '4ptX^ A% AfZA -^Hl C^l*l >15^4 ^XH '^ZA 

I C^fv 4 ?X5T Rx'<&'*n A^ZA C^A\ C’T W'h R 'W^.JTTf’t^'; 1 

JiR ^jFcTft^pnr 511 Hx=T cnPi m\ =(t«(tr<^ nx'iG wrA ^:a c-twi SRhi x:h^i* AiM\i>-\ mm z^ai 
(71, a Msin vm (nPi ^sTit-^rBrJTT , t}t;riJi R*w^ ^^nn- 

«R^ 1 C^CT< ^Jf5TX=^ ^R 3 "irvimt VA HT^C^I CA ertfn^ ■$ijf'5 rCH 'ItX’S 

5U I 

^x^ ^cTXi?^’ ijpi ^^iRPT revolutionary aiMa i f-F^ R^X'-i-r Rxn? 
j^T( tv-stit^} -ax^ I 5-^^ c^ fe^RnPi '^T^t^’ii btltiy (.’iPi srtfHii 

Af'Am'AA R' A)\ VA HX^, r.A ZA^’^Ua VX^IG Hi ’l'-i''l'‘l A^A] ^=111 

Rhi tx^ caazz vca za, (Tix^*^ firsi tR^, ’>fT4i ^ R-fi-i «rrf4^ 'Az^ 

Rin? Jimi ^65 ’iR^«T chiPiR^^ c^xirRi R^ m^R^virTis R-^t-i, - jR 3 iRr^ifW- 

HTITJ ^t^f4 ^'^XH ^Ai] ^iJKAA C?XllX*r^ foH^ RxiT^ =F^1 A'iA'AA l CF*( ^11 ''IWlylCJlt 
^nRT^t m TO TO^, Hit Union Boardii axTO^ CHtPtR^H x^GHi ^uT»si i 
TO^sR ^it ji Rfigi A\t '-iRto sitH •‘FRxert mf 4=1 tl^'^ ^*1^- i 

CTOX*f« ’T^ CTOF 'ijt '-FvJtt (71, c^-B 4 hi aa\aa c5^xirx*?=? falPiR-rmT 

cs\zA iVAi <7r cntsi’i cfftx^ c^m i 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, in rising to oppose the resolution 
I do not mean to say that women of the Province should have no right to 
vote or that they cannot claim to exercise their right of voting in the district 
board elections or in the union board elections. My friend the mover of 
the resolution has stressed upon the right of franchise to women in the 
province of Bengal and has cited some instances in connection therewith. 
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He has said that there is no reason why the women of the Province should 
not be enfranchised in respect of Local Self-Government matters as well as 
Village Self-Government matters. With regard to that he has mentioned 
the names of Mrs. Vijaylakshmi Pandit, Mrs. Naidu and some others and 
has further cited the instance of the recent election of the Midnapore 
Municipality. lie has also said that he has personal experience of what 
percentage of the voters in the Municipal election attend the voting centres 
to exercise their franchise. But, Sir, we have also seen and we can say 
from our experience in the matter of elections to the Bengal Legislature 
and also to the ('entral Legislature, that though a large number of female 
voters were in the voters’ list, a very nominal percentage of these voters 
appeared in the polling stations. 

Mr. BENODE CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY: More than 60 percent. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: I do not think so. The honourable 
member re])resents one part of Bengal and he might s])eak about his own 
area. I also represent the vast district of Mymensingh where they is a very 
large population and a large number of female voters amongst them. 
During the last elections to the Bengal Legislative Assembly I have seen 
that of about Id, 000 female voters in my constituency consisting of d thanas, 
not even 1, ()()() voters voted. 

Mr. BENODE CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY: That may be the ease in 
a Muslim constituency. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Witiiout interrupting me. I liojie you 
W’ill have tlie ])atience to hear me, and tiien you will have tht^ opportunity 
to oj)pos(‘ me. It may or may not appeal to you, but tliat does not mean 
that \ou will not allow anybody to op]>nse the resolution. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: On a point of information, 
Sir. Is the honourabh* member speaking about his own constituenc\ or in 
gein'ral ? 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: I am s]H‘aking in general about female 
voters. From my personal expeimuiee 1 can say and I have setui that every 
lady is md oin* Mrs. Vijaxalakshmi I’andit or evtuN lad\ is not one Mrs. Sero- 
jini Naidu. When it will be the good lur k of the Province of Bengal to have 
ladir's of the t\pi‘, status, education ami cultun' of these venerable ladies, 

I think then* will be nobody to ojrpose such a resolution. But with all 
respect to the ladies, 1 am constrained tr) say that the time has not yet cmne. 
Such a time can only come for the I*rovince of Bengal when arrangements 
have br-en made for lady ]>olling oflir'ers and improvements have been made 
in the matter of communications, railways and police-stations for giving 
faeilities to the female voters to go to the polling stations. When Bengal 
will tnrn into sneh a Provinee that there wdll be improvement in eonimuni- 
cations, railways, polling station arrangements, lady polling othctTs, it is 
only tlien that we ean think of the^t* things. But during my election, for 
the Muslim seats as well as the non-Muslim seats which lay in the same area, 
we have seen and most of the members sitting o])posite also know how many 
lady voters within the rural areas of Bengal eaiiie to the polling station.^ to 
vote. As a matter of fact, there are so many ineonvenienres. The ladies 
of the Province of Bengal%re not so much edueated as to be able to under- 
stand or appreciate all these and besides there is no facility and \\wtv is no 
arrangement. A polling' station is net up sometimes 5 miles or 6 miles 
away from the house of a ladv and having regard to the present communi- 
cations and the system prevailing in the Province, it is hardly expected that 
adeciuate arrangements are possible for the conveyance of all the lady voters 
to the polling stations at a distance of 6 or 7 miles. That is simply 
impossible. So, I say that the time has not yet come for this. My friend 
lias cited the instance of the Midnapore Municipality. I quite agree that in 
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a muiiicij)ality it is very easy for the candidates to brinjr lady voters to the 
polling stations because there are hackney carriages, there are motor car8> 
there are lorries and there are rickshaws and the polling station is not even 
a quarter of a mile from their Imuses, but the cases with respect to the rural 
areas, union board areas and district board areas are altogether quite 
different. There it is impossible to think of taking even 10 per cent, of 
the ladies to the polling stations — even 2 per cent, will not go. As I have 
already stated — even at the risk of repetition I tell you once again — that 
you have seen in the last general election of the Bengal Assembly as well 
as of the Central Assembly how many lady voters really attended the polling 
stations. We cannot go against our own experience. You may have seen 
different things in different parts of Bengal, but .speaking for Eastern 
Bengal generally I think my statement holds good and even for Northern 
Bengal this is true. 

Mrt. Sen also said that once the right to exercise vote is given to the 

ladies of Bengal, they will certainly go and exercise their right. But the 

present Legislative Assembly is based on the Act of Hldri. Ten years have 
passed and some eleidions are over, but no improvement^ — no u})j)reciable 
improvement — to exercise their right we hav»‘ seen. 

The question of (’ost is another (|uestion. Of course. 1 quite agree tluit if 

it is found practi<'able and useful and if it is expected that at least r>l) per 

cent, of the lady voters would attend th«‘ polling stations, (‘(‘rtainlv it is a 
good argument in support of the motion, but when we have s(M*n tiiat even 
2 per cent, or d per cent, do not attend, the money that will be s))ent will be 
wast(Hl. So far ns the law stands at the present moment, the monev for 
district board election is to be paid from the distrird fund and district funds 
are not very affluent in B(‘ngal and T am afraid, circumstanced at the district 
boards of Beufral arc, tbev an* not in a position to spend money for enrolling 
ladies as their voters, (‘ven 2 per cent, of whom will not attend the ])olling 
stations. So, this will be mere waste of money. 

Sir, with these remarks 1 ojipose tin's resolution. 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: I .tand to support tlu' residutiou of my 
friend on tfii> side. My fiicud on the opp(»sjte sid(‘ sa\s his experi(‘nce is 
that the ladic.s did not coinc to vote. It ma_\ be tin* ladies ot his distrii't 
did not like him, but cerlainiy 1 would never be standing liere l>ut for the 
votes of the ladies of the district of (fliittagong. When be says that ladies 
w’ould not walk even for fi\e minutes, I say that he is wrong. In my district 
ladies walked 4 or 5 miles, they went hy boat and they went through the 
greatest of difficulties to give their votes for me. 

Our friend on the ojjposite side has said that all ladies cannot he 
Mrs. Pandits or Mrs. Naidus, but are all the gentlemen on the other side 
Tnwaharlal Xt'hrus or even Suhrawardys. Oiaughter.) K\erv wcunan of 
India has a right and every woman of India; T find, whether rich or poor, 
is anxious to come and give In^r vote and 1 am sure if she is given tlie chance 
to come to the disj^rict boai-d or niiion board, sin* will come and slu* will do 
her duty by her countrymen. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA : I move that the quc.stion be 
now put. 

Mr MUHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN : r^fttr*r^r5- 

1 AHw*inbly 

electionii^ T5 Union Board ’ivpit 

■str’rr ijtr %-nfV3i rs vt? i * 3 ^ 

CcT- 

cot^ 3 Tv’:?t ’tfl- 

VTR TO f|ii. 
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oswPt fH cm fir*! gu ftar i cm^ wtf%?r 

cfcv csf^ cTOSf c’tcsR 3n c’tcsrsr 

WWC3 ??rrs?i 

c^sim c*rr«rf| c^i gu of ^?nr 

OTRi Polling Stationii c^ fro m ^ 'Inn 
TORfT ^ wtr^, Inn ^cf <»npi =n i »ii=^N 

^1 1 (Voice from opposition benches 5itc?ti:?r 0Ti:?r?i ctf^ g c T C^ i ) 

cvf;:^ c«rc^ '*Tmi ^ 

^n I 

^^*11 c^nf c^nr Polling Station^] c«t^ f^rr^ fV« Ifior? 

^ Ifm ^ Tff^ %-tt^ ^511 9(^5 I 

PF cron IfctR wm r^rr^^r^ ''mm 9(?5 to c^ f^'s 

I ?ri:7t“ fr»^ ^’i«T5rfr*m tftf c^nim *m^r< 5^ i ^t'^n ck*\ ‘f$f5 
f%*j 5ftf^ ^n?nfif&' =^i tr^* c^nt to 

f!r*»T^.q7I5liirc7j^T I ^iflTO ‘‘1\G ^1 1 

c^rt^i m oicfrc'n mm m^a >ts^ (jpm^ ^bi cct^ 

c'T'Qm^ 'srn«'?-~lfctnr fw Itc'B Ik'b '2?9f' 

^Tf%Wt? f»f^ C^.'^--Ql fsr^ f^m T^l JIB iBl C^tT? 

«qt Local Self-Government ^f ^'5 District Board *<=( Union Boardi) Jifp «nF 
t[TO ’iBfi «tr^ 'SB c^T 'sftfji ^9(iT'Q cftf'iPi Gm^ 

fetfei ^11 (nR m T^^rtcTra aft <3 ^?pw c^ti?tfjj^7 to f^r-j irvt 

^\m vTi cmc^i 

TO<m Jim rcfTc^ G (TOirR ^fjiTO cr?i cto TO"tt ^ mi, 

^Tt^i community'^ TOB ^TO5 TO^i fV« 'simi f^Ji mR 

^f^FB mtv ^ I '*fBB cTO«B t[f^ TOI7 Ibi m to (B cb:<i ^=Ts 

vnw ^oK*n M'o^j ciim toI^ ^tk^i 

I Vfi? ^»n Jif? m TO 15T “Distribution of Works*’ '^TO C^B 

TO' Jm Jii f|\5ij TOS “Distribution of Works” 4ii tfj ‘4CTOR7 

^rsT SB I TO CTOCR TOir^ jJ (B <3'<B '^TO =11 I CTOi:»fTO 

Assembly Jii District Hoard m Union Boardii c^triB >imi ck^i Cot^ or-sTO «ftf^ 
TO ?C?l TO 'JITO TOlOS 'mfjr m<0 TOIT Inmic^ rTiFl tflBB to coti 

cn^ ?’eT '?'5S I 

?r55 ^1 TOm TOriB tfi i fro fmn fR?i District Board ii?[t 

Union Boardii'^ fm/TO CTOTTO c^fTOB cTOrot to TO mi -st^ Assembly 

Electionij ’tf^s.H ^1 ^va tot? i tott ^ to 

TOi^ District Board m Union Board^jf ctob cn^ TO9? 

TO ’fro I TO7 =^Ito District Board ssv^ Union Boardij^ TOii 8R1 (B mrBF 
TO «f?r ^^r^^'iRit TO ^ m i ctoob ost^fr^B fro ^ cro^ ^TO m i 

^#nTi>i crom Ib*b ^lff«rv5 'q ^i toos mm i to-ij to (bb TOit mt 
Ifcmi CTO cmrmsnB toto (Bi^tos ‘mcR osRotiB c^ fro's mtro 

m^i-cmfro toi ^bstto crom tott mim, ^i Irm to? « mnero 4^ tfm*^ 
mw I iii iBi ?TOTO cTOC<r? Polling Booths c^tt fro 

f^c? ?te?i f??t^ mroB ^tNB to ^n^tc? i g to District Board m Union Board 
V ^ cTO TO to:^ to' to m I 
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fsrn jiS n District Board Union Boards tsj fsftM tMl 
tptOT !n ?9ii "rtTs ctoot c«t6tf<nm f»|res c»<«i >nSc« •tiw sii ^si »itfi ^2 


“"t* I ““‘"“it ‘‘‘“t there has been 

reasonable debate. I move that the question be now put. 

J'y”****'*^ HABIBULLAH CHAUOHURY: Sir, I want to 
speak. I have already caught your eye. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Already there is a closure motion. 


vr **« *^^**^j?**‘ have not yet heard the Government 
les, Mr. Chaudhury, you can speak for five minute.s. 


member. 


Mr. MUHAMMAO HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, onnc^ 

S’ffTs ^ ^ m rs^ 

^ i m c«fci? at 

W'a ^ ^rm 

^fiTH tf^tf%i>T amps <3r7i ^- 5^5 <imcU (W 

aopof^ CRirt^ c?i"t ^ ;ni 1 

C 3 rnR%n?f?c 5 ^tR'!dV^ ?inri :5 fero? tfr^rr jn‘=T 3 rm snt^r^ src^r to 

a cTt^T CTO^ t®rT^3»? »tcv 1 

repTs tro-n cvfTT TO !rf| i 

CM5T, tsrm, ^nr, 'arttfi, c^'^, ’ftp. JTj/at t*fmi ^ ?ffj- 

CTOI JTtft ?rC‘S^ -11' I ^ tot? | 

taroTirtsg^fvn cm tf’tf^i^ c«fi«c5TR ^rita t^rw 'jric^rtRi T^?nai, 

mus^ !fm tpro^ ^ nm ‘iif%3r fifi)? tf%on ^Rr i i^^:r 

iiw^r 51 !%? cii? itT^rs^^r, •rntro 

w^=i Rri Rc^rif vfro Rfig 1 mr-T 

TO '^TT^T Gom TOI TOTfe '*(t>l.? 

TOfesfiiT orrott TO5R cil*^ I 'fit c^TS^ 

t 8 [<JT 1 ^ ItTO 1 Cl TO m JTtf^RR, ^m (TTfim^/i CrtC^R c;fyr.j] 

TOT%«R fit TO Cl ‘J’TTOT CTO’Tl BT^1»T ^1 I tBrf*ff ] 

Tprrfl^ TOUf I fim^ %' tTO ^freTHi ftrn; iTmfvT, crS 
TOW f^'TRFJTo^ ^rin? (^11 RtcTO I TOg >irrrT HO 

C 5 T& orc 5 SiRn: to%^i wc^j 

f^^sT CBCV 3 CFll I t5!^T^ CoT^fTOTO educative valuer 3 '*r^VTO 

^rro itTOT ^ I ciTOt cor^fTOJ tprf^ toc!? <7rTO^ toii ctfcif^ tot 

JTll' TO 1 TO ^ck^l CTOTO C^RTO tfrRr-s TO ^iRr cTOH O! t«rRTO 9 
t¥TO5n,^TOt ^ RTO 5TOR TO—'i]^ C![<R tff%f^T1*t5T siTTO TOl 

^ I TO’tRPF on Clfro cMto TOTiTOt Tow To I 


fiTO CTOi ITOH CTOTO 'ij’T nTfiR ^ iitn Phenomenal. 
fun 5 r ntnrR^ 'q ^ firo cn^ t^tpm to^ ’jRfR c«fcin to 
TO *TO I TO Rjn CTO fro C1^5 t TOR^ I ’BrCJpF to ’TOCW ^wtoi 

<ifRr m i fVi C 5 n^ iftcmi tocw cn^rtn wR i cnferor tocv— R srrc^, ^cnfiro 
Cron ifirw croni to to to ^jt®! ait c^Tronr 

4t WTOflF Cntf IFTO *TO I 
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»rprjT 5 CW 5 I «rT«r (iiOTl ’tort ^ 

?4rTf^ ocinrf^ piJbi to ?i?Wt srsnr 

#:*ni »ryHr*f^ *ftfini i 2J1 ot ctorti ’5c?rar 

sTi I tffpr f^f^PTO ^1 5tT5^ (TORTi 55 5Rr to^ 

^ot'-'tJ TO C^liT TO5t sm TO I 

TO*7---TOr^ TORI ^?RT TOC^, 5tTO TORI 

<iTOii I evicts c?3?n ®RRi I ijrtf% f^RTO^ ^Rrf c »r < g 

^ 5 H ^ TO?T 9 TO 'TOuni better half c*RI to ^Rli TO 

^ ijtin 3 '5fT^ I ’n Gic^r csf«ti ^3 c^it^^ c^tt® w^i ito»t ■sr^t^ 

’tf^rro P 77 J 1 1 Pt*jRii ^if^ cror^i ^rfen »pto 

OT ?ff5fel TO i;i3 TO CTO C*ran *RTO I 

?IftTO fV’^C'RI 5TC«IT3 TO ^’ipTS? '^1 tf’^fRl ^^1 CTO Coto^fil >l-«lTi 

C^StoC'RI cm TO (?Ill I c^^ BFCJIT JlRRItTC^RI TOTO tl^TOR TO I 

cn ^1 ^=T TO «n W^I^I't^eRT TOFRI C^tR^Rl I ’St^T^l C^ CTO 3I?C^^ CTORR 

?3Rni OT ’ITO'RI C^ 3 C5Tt^rm C<I® cvlc^ TOC^ I 

t[«Tc^ ^ ?c?rc^— cotijmc'Ri 3Rn c^^ ^Prro ’trc^i Gste ^i^^i erevn ?rPr 

gftotPi^ '9V vxm ^f<‘tPs; Pf to (Rr mrT ? tor^ pre-m to to c»fc^R 

^fir,PwiRTORI »r*PTT5Il — (topi C?R'Q?I1, 'Jt^W '*?R7t5r&1 C^ 9 tori® ft'tl »rRT — ®RIT3 5Tr® 

tor 

Mr. Md. ABDU8 8ALAM : Mr. Speaker, Sir, c^iCTm (H^Pito to 01 
TO to:^ m\ cJicTOii goI^tRto toi jrito— 

c^ ’inci 4 TO®, Pn c^ ^sri ‘ii ^'3 toi i??i i ir^rtRii union 

board, district board elections (A CTOiRm C^PrfM 15TCTO to (Ti^^i ii^RTG joint 
electorate vii^ TOC51 OT^fc^ ’Hi? Gl community ^«i'f<^ minority 

community TO CTO'S ‘IjTO c^g majority community c^ fes JR • 
^Rii tr^rnni communal m TOW 1 c^r^ TOcn TORI ®^J*tc>R to <U 
communal Pre® ^Ifw •!$ '^i *11 c^i ^RitG community?! irni ^sfR ^^J^ 

community cv c®f^ R 3 in to jti i to union board 9 district board ^fi separate 
electorate to (TOOT c^toRi »fT^ tori 6 ^ to to i (A noise and 

laughter TOI— TOljl Am TOR mw TOW (A CTOR, 

cst^ ffC's c^irsf ^nc^ni ctoictr cv c*rc^, cTOrc^ni owi *01 ^iHttjRPRi 

CTOTW TOTTOF TOfRi JFTO 5 ?iii ?iR ®Rii union board, district boardtfi cst^ 

TO TO C*l TO^ C^F? ^RtOT Opposite partyes 4 rii to ^TO^ ^Ril 

tol TO^I TOW 'll ^mi TO ^OT frj? ^TO *ItTO TO, 

*nni ^ cTO '^to CTO5 to i froi f^Gi ^ftot to ?ni crow cot^iftro ’Hgto jrr 

1<TOG 51 TO I 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the risk of 
being unchivalrous and even^at the risk of displeasing Mrs. Ashalata Sen 
and Mrs. Sen Gupta, I am afraid, I have to oppose the resolution. 

Sir, this resolution is not as simple as it looks. It proposes to bring in a 
radical change of a far-reaching character. It is not a proposal merely to 
give franchise to women, but it is a proposal which will turn the very 
character of the Village Self-Government Act and the Local Self- 
.Qovemment Act. 
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First of all I would like to state that under the present Act and the 
Rules framed under the Act all costs of elections to local self-governing 
bodies are met out of the funds of the local bodies concerned. Rut in the 
present political and social context, as explained by my friend Mr. Rukon- 
uddin, we have to make arrangements for ladies separately : se])arate polling 
booths have to be constructed so that women may exercise their franchise 
and give their votes in seclusion and in coniormity with purdah restrictions. 
It means that additiaual cost has to be incurred for the election. Honourable 
members are perhaps aware that union board funds are very lijuited and if 
they have got to incur additional expenditure, it will liave to be dtuie at 
the cost of the public. Sir, 1 have already announced in tlie II oust on 
Friday the (joverniuent policy in regard to' the extcnsit>n ot franchise to 
w’omeu. 1 have said that Crovernment are bringing in a ctnnprelieusive 
amending Rill so that the liOcai Self-Hovernment Act may be amended, and 
one of the provisions of the Rill would be to exteml franchise to women; 
and at that time 1 said that it would not l)e possible lor (iovernment to extend 
franchise to women in union boards. Of course, we have got w'omen 
exercising their franchise in elections to the Legislature and nuinicipnl 
bodies, and we believe that in the process <d“ evolution women would be 
getting the right ot franchise in elections to the local sell-governing bmlies. 
We are therefore willing that women should be enfranchised so far us the 
district board is concerned, but we cannot yet accept this jiolicy with reganl 
to the union board. Of course, one of the pr»>visions of the amending Hill 
is about giving trauchise to Tvomen in the district board and in that coii' 
nection the (question of separate electorate for separate communities is being 
examined by (iovernmeiit. There was a conference of ('hairmen of clistrft't 
boards a few days ago and tlu* (’onference decided that franchise should bo 
given to women and there should also be a j>rovision for separate electorate 
in the district board. 

Now, Sir, the franchise that we propose to give to women is not of such 
a far-reaching character which would be on the basis of projjerty qualifications 
applicable to a male voter. Rut the resolution moved by Air. Kamal 
Krishna Hoy is of much more far-reaching character. Here it is pr(q)osed that 
women who are literate, or who have their own property qualifi(;ali(ms or 
wives of husbands, or daughters of fathers, or wards of guardians who pay 
tax, shall be eligible to vote. It means therefore that the number of women 
voters would be far in excess of male voters. In short, if the honourable 
members wdll examine the resolution carefully, they wdll find tliat on an aver- 
age there will be at least three or four female voters for (*verv male voter. 
Therefore this resolution proposes to bring in changes of a revolutionary 
character. It will mean that every male voter who is registered as a voter 
will have one or two or three or even four daughters who will he eligible to 
become voters, whereas on the other hand the same privilege will not be 
extended to adult sons. If the husband is a voter, all his wives would be 
eligible to become voters, and in India there are more than one wife in many 
cases. (Voices: Muslims will be benefited.) Some friends have brought in 
the communal question. I also cannot abstain from doing so. Muslims will 
rather be at a great disadvantage, because Muslims can produce a maximum 
of four wives whereas the Hindus have the advantage of producing as many 
^ves as they like. (Laughter.) So if it is provided that on the qualifica- 
tions of a husband all his wives will become eligible to become voters, there 
is no knowing what will be the total number of voters. In the same 'way it 
is proposed that even wards of guardians will be voters. It means that every 
person who is eligible to vote will have one, two, three or four females as his 
wards, and they will all be eligible to vote. In short, the number of female 
voters will be at least four or five times of male voters. That is the reason 
why I cannot accept this proposal for bringing a revolutionary change 
in the administration of local self-governing bodies. Then, again, if you 
mean that by their votes the women would be able to drive out the males 
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from tlie administration of local self-governing bodies, the male members will 
have to abdicate in favour of the female voters. Of course, I will not saj 
that it is a very happy thing — it might be or it might not be — but the country 
is not prepared for such a revolutionary change at this stage. 

Reference was made to the fact that women voters of Midnapore exercisec 
their franchise in large number. It has been our experience that women havi 
not exercised the franchise so far as election to the legislature is concerned 
It may be that the times are changing. It may be that in Midnapon 
response was very good, but Midnapore is an urban area and the proposa, 
of Mr. Kamal Krishna Roy is to give franchise to women even in villages 
Conditions in the villages and in the urban areas are not the same. There ii 
the transport difficulty, as Mr. Sharfuddin Ahmed has pointed out. It ii 
true that it is probably a very happy augury of the future that we have oui 
Vijay Lakshmi Pandits, we have our Sarojini Naidus, we have our Begun 
Shaw Nawazes, but their number is limited. It is tnie they are in urbai 
areas. There are very few Vijay Lakshmi Pandits and Begum Shaw Nawazei 
in the villages. Let us hope that the time will come when we will have Vijaj 
Lakshmi Pandits and Begum Shaw Nawazes in the villages and when thal 
time come, we will certainly give them franchise, we will certainly give 
them every scope to participate in their own self-governing institutions. 
As the time is up, I oppose the resolution moved by Mr. Kamal Krishna 
Roy. 

Tho motion of Mr. Kamal Krishna Roy that this Assembly is of opinior 
that the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps to amend tht 
Befigal Local Self-Goveniment Act of 1885 and the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act of 1919 so that all females of the age of 21 years or more 
who are literate, or wlio pay the requisite amount of union rate or chowkidari 
tax or road (;es8 as required under the Acts to qualify themselves to be voters 
or members or whose husbands or fathers, or guardians, as the case may bcj 
are qualified by these Acts to be voters or members, shall be entitled to be 
voters or members of the institutions set up by these Acts, was then put and 
a division taken with the following results : — 

AYES— 50. 

Ghosh Chowdhury, Mr. Haran Chandra 
Guha Roy, Dr. Protap Chandra 
Gupta, Mr. Monoranjan 
Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Lahiri, Mr. Provas Chandra 
Mahanty, Mr. Charu Chandra 
Maiti, Mr. NIkunJa Bahari 
Majhi, Mr. Nishapatl 
Majumdar, Mr. Bhupatl 
Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra 
Maliiok, Mr. Ashutoth 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad 
Murarka, Mr. Bauntlal 
Naskar, Mr. Hem Chandra 
Panja, Mr. Jadabendra Nath 
Pramanik, Mr. RaJanI Kanta 
Ray, Mr. Kamal Krishna 
Roy, Mr. Ram Hari 
Sen, Mrs. Ashalata 
Sen, Mr. Debendra Nath 
Sen, Mr. Satindra Nath 
Sen Gupta, Mrs. Nellie 
SinghI, Mr. Narendra Singh 
Sinha, Mr. BImal Chandra 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan 

NOES— 7t. 

Abdul Hakim Mia, Mr. I Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim VIkrampuri, Mr. Md. Abdul Khaleque, Mr. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. i Abdul Mamiaii, Mr. Fakir 


Adhikari, Mr. Amuiya Chandra 

Bandopadhaya, Mr. Pramatha Nath 

Banerjee, Mr. Susil Kumar 

Barman, Mr. Mohini Mohan 

Basu, Mr. Hemanta Kumar 

Bhattacharjee, Mr. Ganendra Chandra 

Bhattaoharjee, Mr. Munlndra Nath 

Bhattaoharyya, Mr. Shyamapada 

Birsha, Mr. BIr 

Bose, Mr. Satish Chandra 

Chakraborty, Mr. Benode Chandra 

Chakravarty, Mr. Satish Chandra 

Chattopadhyaya, Mr. Mihir Lai 

Chowdhury, Mr. Annada Proead 

Das, Mr. Brojomadhab 

Das, Mr. Radha Nath 

Das Gupta, Mr. Khagendra Nath 

Das Gupta, Mr. Suresh Chandra 

Dast, Mr. Kanallal 

Datta, Mr. Dhlrendra Nath 

De, Mr. Kanai Lai 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar 

Qanguil, Mr. Bepln Beharl^ 

Qayen, Mr, Arabinda 
Qhaaa, Mr. A. K. 
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AMullahel Baqui, Mr. Md. 

Abdur Rahman Khan {alioi Nuru Mia)i 
Mr. 

Abdus Salam, Mr. Md. 

Abul Kalam Shamsuddin, Mr. 

Abut Quasam, Mr. 

Ahammad All, Mr. Mir 

Ahbar All, Maulvl 

All Ahmad Chowdhury, Mr. 

All Ahmad Khan, Mr. 

Atan All Muktaar, Mr. 

Azizur Rahman, Mr. 8yad 
Badluzzaman Muhammad lllaa, Mr. 
Bafatuddin Talukdar, Mr. A. K. M. 
Barman, Mr. Haran Chandra 
Barury, Tha Hon'bla Mr. Dwarka Nath 
Biswas, Dr. Bhola Nath 
Biswas, Mr. Gayanath 
Duff, Mr. 0. I. 

Ebrahim Khan, Mr. 

Eskandar All Khan, Mr. 

Faziul Karim, Mr, 

Faziul Qadir, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Mymansingh), Mr. 
Fazlur Rahman (Noakhall), Mr. 

Fisk, Mr. F. W. 

Habibul Huq, Mr. 8yad 
Hahzuddln Choudhurl, Mr. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Hasan All, Mr. 

Ilias All Molla, Mr. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Luka, Mr. 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Mr. 


Mahammad Afzat, Khan Bahadur Byad 
Majibar Rahman, Maidvi 
Malik, Dr. A. M. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Mr. 

Martuza Raza Chowdhury, Mr. 

Masluddin Ahmad (alias Raja Miah), Mr. 
Mazharul Haqua, Mr. Abu Talyab 
Mohammad All, Tha Hon'bla Mr. 
Muhammad Habibullah Chaudhury, Mr. 
Muhammad Idris, Maulvl 
Muhammad israil, Mr. 

Muhammad Qumruddin, Mr. 

Muhammad Rukonuddin, Mr. 

Muhammad Slddiquo, Dr. 8yad 
MuzaHar Rahman Choudhury, Mr. 
Nasarulla, Mr. K. 

Nawab All, Mr. 

Nazir Hossain Khandkar, Mr. 
Nurazzaman, Mr. 

Platal, Mr. R. E. 

Ray, The Hon'ble Mr. Nagandra Narayan 
Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Serajuddln Ahmed, Mr. (MIdnapora) 
Serajuddln Ahmed, Mr. (Galbandha) 
Shamsuddin Ahmed, The Hon'bla Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Chowdhury (alias 
Badsha Mia), Mr. 

Shamsuddin SIkdar, Mr. Md. 

Sharfuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Tafazzal All, Mr. 

Taylor, Mr. A. W. 

Tofazzal Hosuin, Mr. 

Yusuf Hoasain Chowdhury, Mr. 


The AyeR ])einf? 50 and the Noes 72, the motion was lost. 

Adjournifiant. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-42 p.m. till 4-30 p.ra. on Monday, 
the 17th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings df the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Actt 1935 . 

Thb Assembly met iu the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday. tBs 
17th February, 1947, at 4-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nurul Amin) in the Chair, 9 Hon'Ue 
Ministers and 208 memlxTS. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anewers were given) 

Gevemment action after Coroner’s inquest on the death of Ramsswar 

Banerjee. 

*51« Mr, HEMANTA KUMAR BASU: (a) Is the Hon*ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware of the verdict of the jury at the inquest 
of City Coroner on the death of Rameswar Banerjee in November lastP 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government 
have taken any steps against the Inspector Hammond? 

(c) If the answer to (/j) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state what steps liave been taken? 

(</) D the answer to (h) is in the negative, are the Government considering 
the desirability of taking any steps against him? 

. NASARULLA (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Mr, H, 8, Suhrawardv): 

(a) Yes, 

(fj) and (f/) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon ble 

MinisWr be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Coroner was 
removed from his position for giving verdict against the Police? 

Mr. K, NASARULLA: No, Sir. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to .state who was held responsible for this death of 
Rameswar Banerjee by the (Coroner’s Court? 

Mr, K, NASARULLA, The report of the Coroner’s Court says that 
Rameswar Banerjee wa.s shot down by the bullet fired by Inspector 
Hammond. 

Mr, HEMANTA KUMAR BASU: With reference to (6) and (c) will 
Hie Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government did not think 
ft desirable to take steps against Inspector Hammond? 

Mr, K, NASARULLA: Under the advice of the Legal Adviser of 
Government, Government Hoes not propose to bring out a case against thia 
Inspector. 

Mr, BIMAL CHAMBRA SINHA: W7ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
io »tate who were the persons who gave legal advice? 

Mr, K, NASARULLA* Legal Advioe was given by the Legal Advisem 
4e the Government, i.e., Advocate-General and the Legal Bemembranoer, 
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Mr 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH OHAUDNURYt WUl ih« fion’bU 
Minister be pleased to stat« why Mr. Asisul Haque was remoyed from bit 
position as Coroner? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Mr. Asisul Haque, as far as I understand, iraa 
ofliciating; not permanent. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state if it is now the policy of Government not to place such dead bodies 
at the Coroner's inquest as they did in the ca^e of Dniranjan Sen? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA. I have no information. 


Distribution of yam to fishormen. 

•52. Dr. BHOLANATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 

charge of the Fisheries Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the names of the fisliermen who have been given yarn this year; 

(б) the quantity of yarn given out for the fishermen of — 

(i) Jessore, 

(n) Khulna, 

(m) Nadia, 

(iv) Faridpur, 

(v) Ihibna, 

(vi) Myniensingh, and 
(r//) Dacca 

on rehabilitation scheme; 

(c) wliut (juantily <}f yarns has been allotted as quotas for the fishermen 

of the alM)ve districts for the year 1940; and 

(d) tlie method of distribution of the yarns in thi' districts and their sub- 

divisions? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on b^alf of the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): 

(a) Tlie information is not available and cannot be secured easily as the 
yam was distributed in subdivisions by the local officers. 

(b) From January to August, 1946 — 

(i) Jessore — 258 bales. 

(ii) Khulna — 190 hales. 

(m) Nadia — 161 bales. 

(iv) Faridpur — 382 bales. 

(v) Pabna — 522 bales. 

(vi) Mj^mensingh — 374 bales. 

(vii) Dacca — 461 bales. 

(c) As the supply i.s inadequate to requirement no definite quota has been 
allotted to any district. As supplies become available they are distributed 
ad hoc having regard to requirements in the different districts. 

(d) The yarn is distributed by Subdivisional Officers with the help of 
Fishery Officers wherever such officers are available in accordance with the 
instruction ot tlie Fisheries Directorate. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERtlEE. Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state on what basis was the quota of yam for different dist^ts 
ascertained? 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: On the reports of the local officers of the Fishery 
Department who made house to house survey in their respective areas. 

Dr. 8UREBH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether the supply of yarn for different Districts of Bengal 
has now improved ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: In view of answer (h) will 
the Hon*ble Minister be pissed to state if the quantity of yarn allotted to 
different districts is in keeping with the requirements of the fishermen? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have already said that the supply is inadequate 
and it cannot be said to lie in keeping with the requirements. 

Dr. SUREBH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what attempts are being made by the Government to 
improve the supply of yarn to the fishermen? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Government has been asking the Central 
Government to increase tlieir provincial (juota. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state in how many subdivisions fishery officers have 
been appointed ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I e.annot say off-hand. ^ 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: In relation to the answer (5), yarn for 
Khulna, will tin* Hoirble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aw’are 
that the yarn for Khulna district was distributed through a District Fisher- 
men’s Assoc'iation which is a Communist organisation? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have stated nowhere that it has been distribut- 
ed through a District Fishermen’s Association. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: If there be no Fishery 
Officers in a subdivision will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the agency of distribution in that subdivision? 

Mr, ABDUL KARIM: The Subdivisionnl Officer. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state if in the matter of distribution of yarn to the fishermen 
tirsi conic first served princijile is being followed? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: That is a matter for the Subdivisional Officer to 
decide locally. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the lloirble Minister be pleased to 
state if in the event of any yarn distributed through any agency any instruc- 
tion is received on the distribution 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: With reference to 
answer {d) will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state how the yarn is 
distributed w'berc the fisliet^' officers are not available? 

Mr. SPEAKER; Tlia- has already been answered. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it ij not a fact that a large number of fisherman all 
over Bengal are sitting idle for want of yarn? 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is already admitted. 
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Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’b]( 

Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that some of the Subdivisiona! 
Officers and Fishery Officers indulge in favouritism and nepotism P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai is a matter of opinion. 1 disallow that question. 

Fishing with modem methods and supiHy of fish to Calcutta, 

*53. Dr. BHOLANATH BISWAS: Will the Hoirble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries I)ei)nrtment he pleased to state— 

(fl) the number of individuals, firms or compunies that have obtained 
fishing rights to fish with modern stdeniifie methods like trawlerSi 
and in what areas; 

(h) the names of individuals or of the partners of firms or of directors of 
companies who have obtained fishing rights as above; 

(c) the terms on which such fishing rights to the above individuals, firms 

or companies have been leased out ; and 

(d) whether it is a fact that the supply of fishes to Calcutta has declined 

after the establishment of the Fisheries Department? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed HotiiiiOt 

(a) to (c) So far as Government are aware there is no individual firm or 
company which uses trawlers for fishing and none has asked (or any right 
to such fishing from Government. 

(d) No. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to .state when ^as the Fisheries Department established in Bengal? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The Fisheries Department was started in 1942 
and its Marketing Section was started in June, 1944. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state what is the ratio of supply of fish to Calcutta now compared 
to 1941? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: 1 think 1 should say that the figure from 1945 
shows that there is a slight decline. <*oiiipare(l with the figure of lf)44. This 
is due to causes over which the Department has no control. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: In connection with answers (a) to (c) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any individual or any 
company makes an approach, to Government for suppl\ing fish to Govern- 
ment, is he in a position to do that? 

Mr.8PEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact th»t the Army has been using trawlers for fishing in 
the Sundarbans area P 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have no information. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon/ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether (lovernment considers the desirability 
of encouraging people to take to modern scientific niethod.*! of fishing? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM; Government is always prepared to encourage 
anybody to take to modern scientific methods, if anybody approacbei 
Government. 
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Dr. iURESH CNANDRA BANEMEE: WiU the Hon bie Minister be 
\|lteased to state whether any definite step has been taken by the Government 
In course of last two years in order to improve catchinf^f of fish by modern 
voientific methods? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: For any special method employed by Govern- 
ment I would ask for no^ico. 

Decline of population in Chatal subdivision. 

/54. Mr. ANNADA PR08AD CHOWDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the subdivision of Ghatal recorded a decline in population by 
1 jjer cent, in 1901, when the whole district showed an increase by 
6 per cent. ; 

{it) that in 60 years endinit,^ in 1931, Ohandrakona Municipality showed 
a decline in fwpulation by 71 per cent, inasmuch as it fell from 
21,311 to 6,016; 

(lit) that large number of j>eople succumbed to the epidemic known as 
Murdwan fever years ago; and 

(iv) that malady came to stay as malaria and the people have not been 
able to get over the attack? 

(b) WilLthe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of dispensaries in the sulxlivision ; 

(ti) the quantity of anti-malaria drugs consumed; and 

(tii) the quantity that would be required, according to exjiert opinion, 
for effectively ('ombating the disease ? 

(c) If the (juantity of quinine and other anti-malaria drugs l)e con- 
sidered insufficient, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what they 
propose to do to save the people? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Civil Surgeon, Midnapore, has from the 
7th of August last, ordered to close down 17 of the 34 satellite 
treatment centres of existing dispensaries ; 

(n) whether the Avssistant Director of Public Health at Tamluk and 
the Collector and the District Health Officer of the district w'ere 
consulted ; and 

(iii) if so, what was their opinion? 

(e) After having closed down 17 centres, what do Government propose 
to do to compensate tlie loss in anti-malaria measures? 

(/) Have Government any contemplation of starting a few model 
anti-malaria centres in the sulxlivision in the lines successfully practised 
bv the military in this country to protect the anny from attacks of malaria; 
if to, when and where? 

MINISTER in chargf of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF*GOVERNMENT (the Hon’blt Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a){i) Tee. 

(n) The Ohandrakona Municipality showed a decline in jiopulation from 
11,309 in 1891 to 6,016 in 1931, i.e., 46 -82 jier cent. 

(tVi) An epidemic of malaria, popularly known as Burdwan fever, pre- 
vailed in the distxict during the last quarter of the past century. The 
number of people who succumbed to this epidemic is not known. 

{iv) Malaria is endemic in parts of the district and the inhabitants stiH 
suffer from it. 
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(b) (i) Eight. 

(u) Quantities of anti-malaria drugs issued to Ghatal subdivision during 
ike last 3 years are as follows : — 

1943-44. 1944-45. 1945-46. 

Quinine and Cinchona 276 lbs. 266 lbs. 270 lbs. 

Mepacrine 371,600 tablets. 1 .000,000 tablets. 

(at) It dei>eiids on the morbidity rate in a particular year and cannot 
be accurately predicted. 

(c) Anti-malana drugs are now being .supplied according to the require- 
ments of the area concerned. 

(d) (t) Ye.s. 

(i<) and (ill) The order to close down 50 j>er cent, of the satellite 
centres was passed as a general one for all districts of Presidency and 
Burdwan Divisions. Opinions of the Civil Surgeons of all these districts 
were invited. Civil Surgeon, Miduajiore, re])()rled that it had been decided 
at a meeting presided over bv the (V)llector and attended by the Assi.stant 
Director of Public Health, l^strict Health Otficer and himself that the 
numl>er of satellite centres should i»<it 1 m» redui*ed. (lovernment considered 
this view in consultation with Deputy Surgeon-Oeiieral (Auxiliary Oovern- 
ment Hospital) and Director of Public Health and were of opinion that the 
position in Midnapore district did not call for special treatment. It was, 
therefore, decided that as in other district.^ the number of satellite c’entres 
in Midnaiwre district also should be reduced by 50 i>er cent. 

(e) Government have launched an anti-malaria campaign with intensive 
distrihution of anti-malaria drugs to all malaria patients by house to house 
visits. 

(/) Provision for anti-malaria units has been made in the Post-War 
Development Scheme. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state why in vbw of the fact that the population in CUandrakona 
Municipality is on the decline from 1801, was the number of dispensaries 
in that area reduced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not accept the contention of 
the honourable member that it is on the decline. If the honourable member 
would kindly refer to answer (<i)(n), be will find that therein 1 have stated 
that the Chandrakona municipality showed a decline in population from 
11,309 in 1891 to 0,010 in 1931, i.e.. 40 82 per cent. We arc not in a posi- 
tion to state the actual figure so far as 1947 is concerned. 

Mr. BUOY KRI8HNA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have ascertained that the full number 
6f satellite centres were not required for the district of Midnapore? 

The Hon’bto Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. If the honourable 

member will please refer to my answer, he will find it. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why in spite of decline from 1891 to 1931, Government did 
not enquire whether th«‘re was any further decline, subsequent to 1931 ? 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: The present position, as the 
honourable member will find out very soon within about naif an hour, it 
yery encouraging, and the mortality rate hag gone down considerably ; and 
if we improvement is maintained, then there will be no question of decline 
In population; on the other hand there will be an increase in population. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer (e), 
Tiz., Government have liuiiiched an anti>malaria campaign with intensive 
distribution of anti-malaria drugs to all malaria patients by house^ to house 
visits, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if this campaign is for 
Ghatal only ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question refers only to Ghatal. Therefore this 
question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when this campaign was started? ^ 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; The position is this. We are 
taking up the question of anti-malaria drive in tne province. There is an 
intensive campaign in the Ghatal subdivision and the Health staff posted 
there is much more than elsewhere. We have got a Special Assistant 
Director of Public Health posted in the district of Midnapore for flood relief 
work and for public health measures in connection with the distress in the 
district. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any definite sign of improvement in the increase 
of population. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; There is a definite improvement 
in the district as also throughout the province, and therefore Government 
held that there was no special necessity of retaining the satellite centres. 
Public health campaign was intensified in the district of Midnapore and 
availability of anti-malaria drugs in Midnapore is much more than in any 
other district. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps Government generally take if there 
is a decline in the population in a particular area? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state since when the anti-malaria campaign in Ghatal has been 
intensified ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; I am afraid I cannot give the 
date from which the campaign was intensified, but anti-malaria operations 
are going on in the district from 1943 or 1944. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what does he mean by “Burdwan fever”? Is it 
Burdwan malaria, or Burdwan diarrhoea, or Burdwan cholera, or what? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA MAHANTY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state whether 47 per cent, of decline of population in an area is 
not sufficient to call for special treatment? 

< The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Tes, Sir. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA^MAL: With reference to answer (d)(ii) and 

a will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the decision is 
cable to the subdivision of ContaiP 

Mr. BREAKER: The question refers to Ghatal only. So that question 
•does not arise. 

Mr. HA88AN ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether in some districts Hhe satellite centres have altogether been closed 
down? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. In some parts they 

hsTe been totally closed down. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the incidence of malarial attack is the highest 
during the year 194G-47 within the last decade? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The incidence of malaria in 
1946-47 has been least during the last two decades. 

Rice and paddy procured by Procurement Department in Khulna. 

*55. Mr. RAJENDRANATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Uepartment be pleased to state — 

(а) the quantity of paddy and rice purchascMl or procured by the Procure- 

ment Depaitment in the district of Khulna during the current year, 
showing the figures separately in each subdivision of the district; 

(б) the quantity of paddy recently seized in the police-station Shyam- 

nagar in the Satkhira subdivision of the district of Khulna; 

(c) the prospect of aus and aimn paddy of the district of Khulna; and 

{(1) whether Khulna is a surplus district in the estimation of the 

Government ? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul 
Cofran) : 

Rice. Paddy. 

Maunds. Muunds. 

(a) Sadar subdivision 40,r)62 18(>,9d4 

Bagerliat 37 284,032 

Satkhira 1,166 01,182 

{h} 16,390 maunds 20 seers. 

(c) Very good. 

(ri) Yes. 

Mr. RAJENDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what is the normal outturn of paddy per year in the district 
of Khulna? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: I am afraid, I cannot answer offhand. 

Mr. RAJENDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what is the yearly demand for consumption of paddy in the 
district of Khulna ? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: 1 am sorry, I cannot answer offhand. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state at what prices rice and paddy are being purchased in the 
district of Khulna? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: 1 am sorry, I am not in a position to 
answer offhand. 

Mr. RAJENDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if any portion of the quantity of paddy and rice that hae 

been procured has been released for distribution among the people of 
Khulna, and if so, what is that quantity? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Yes, necessarily, but I cannot give you 
the exact quantity. 
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Ill!« RAJIENDBA NATH SARKARs With reference to anawer (c) is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware that in many parts of Khulna the standing crops 
have been destroyed by insects ? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHANs I have no such information. 

Mr. MmiR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the prices of rice and paddy have been reduced 
recently P 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: I cannot answer offhand. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state what 
has been the procurement of paddy and rice during the month of January 
in the district of Khulna P 

Mr. ESKANDAR ALI KHAN: 1 am sorry, offhand 1 cannot give the 
reply. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
give the exact percentage of decrease or increase of procurement in Khulna 
since direct purchase started from the agencies? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: I am sorry, I w'ant notice. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased 
to state what is the maximum and minimum price of rice and paddy? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered that. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to 
atate the quantity of rice that Government had programmed In procure from 
the district of Khulna during the last year? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: 1 am sorry it is not possible for me to 
answer offhand. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased 
to state if such procurement has been done through agents or directly by 
Government. 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: It has so long been done through 
agents. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who were the agents for procurement in this area ? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Offhand it is not possible for me to say. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: In the light of the answer given by the 
Hon’ble Minister to question (<f), will the HonJ^ble Minister be pleased to 
•tate if he is aw^are that there are deficit pockets in the district of Khulna? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. The Khulna district as 
^ whole is a surplus area. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the price of paddy and rice has recently been 
reduced in the different districts of Bengal where they are being procured 
by the Government of Bengaf? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Yes, but 1 won’t be in a position to 
|five*lhe exact figure. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: 1 do not want the exact 
figure — whether it has been reduced or not? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHA^: I think it has been reduced. 
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Mr. RAJENDRA NATH SARKARs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the quantities of food^grains stated in answer (a) 
were disposed of ? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: It is impossible for me to reply offhand. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is considering the desirability, in the matter of carrying out of 
the recently made Government policy, of replacing agents by direct agents 
of the Government ? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Y es, it is receiving the consideration of 
Government. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the llon’ble Minister awaro 
that prodiy^'ers of rice and paddy do get much less than the price fixed 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too general a question. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It is not a general question. Is 
Government aware that producers get much less price than the price fixed by 
Government on account of the agents P 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: 1 am sorry 1 cannot reply to this 
question. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state the reason why the prices of rice and paddy have been 
reduced in 1947 — what is the jirinciple on which they have been reduced? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Of course, it is not possible for me to 
give the general principle on whiidi this reduction was actually made, but 
to give an answer to a (piostion of this nature I will require some time. 
For this I want notice. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA SARKAR: Will the flon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state what quantity of rice is likely to be surplus in the district 
of Khulna? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: This also I cannot reply offhand. 

Dearth of fishermen’s yarn in KishoreganJ. 

/56. Mr. PRAFULLA RANilAN SARKAR: (r/) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state if it 
is a fact 

(/) that there is extreme dearth (»f yarn of fishermen in the Kislioreganj 
subdivision ; 

(ii) that the quota of yarn for the months of June and July, 1946, has not 
yet reached there; and 

(tii) that there has been mahlistributioii by the handling agent for yarn 
in the Kishoregunj subdivision, namely, the Multipurpose Co- 
opeiative Society Ltd. in respect of yarn distribution amongst the 
fishenuen of Kishoreganj subdivision ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to .state what steps the Government are taking to check 
the maldistribution of yarn by the said society? 

Mr. ESKANDAR ALI KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’blo Mr, Abdul 
Gofran): (a) O') Yes. This has been alleviated to a certain extent subse* 
ment to the June/ July despatch by the allocation of 40 bales as a special 
aUotment over and above the despatch of August to January quotas. 



256 


QUESTIONS. 


[17th Feb., 


(ii) The June/July quotas were actually despatched on 12th July, 1946, 
There was a little delay because of difficulties regarding payment between 
the mofussil agent and the handling agent. 

(Hi) No. Yarn for fishermen is distributed under supervision of the 
District Fishery Officer and Subdivisional Officer. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJi: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that under the supervision of the District 
Fishery Officer and the Subdivisional Officer the multi-purposes co-operative 
society distributes yarn to the fishermen? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The answer is there. He has said “No”. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: He has said that there has been 
no maldistribution, but he has not said that it is not distributed by the multi- 
purposes co-operative society. 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Distribution is actually conducted b^ 
the District Fishery Officer under the direct supervision of the Subdivisional 
Officer. 


Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Is the Hon^ble 

Minister aware that a portion of this yarn goes to the black market? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the quota of yarn for November and 
December, 1946, and January, 1947, has reached Kishoreganj P 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Yes, it has gone, I think. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, my question" 
has not been answered. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We have heard much about black-marketing. Every- 
thing goes into the black market. That is a common knowledge. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARi: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is delay in despatching yarn even when there is 
ready payment made? 

Mr, E8KANDER ALI KHAN: No, there is no reason for delay if the 
payment is made. j 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon ble Minister be . 
pleased to state if the additional allotment of yarn will be continued? 

Mr, E8KANDER ALI KHAN: It will depend on the stock position. 
It cannot be replied now. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Is the Hon ’ble Minister 
aware that there are no agencies in the rural areas for distribution of yam 
to the fishermen though they have to walk a distance of 20 to 25 miles for 
getting only J lb. or 1/8 lb. o^yam? 

Mr, E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Yes, that is the position actually. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Is Government aware that 
there are three registered co-operative societies of fishermen in the Kishore- 
ganj subdivision P 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: I cannot reply of hand. I will require 
notice. 
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Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government will consider the desirability of 
^tributing yarn through those societies ? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: This will reoeive due consideration of 
Government. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aniwen to which were laid on the table) 

Free and compulsory primary education. 

20. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in char^ 
of the Education Department aware that there has been a countrywide 
demand for introducing — 

(i) the free and compulsory primary education system in the Province; 

and 

(ii) its compulsory aspect in those districts where the other i>art has 

already l)een given eifect to? 

(b) Is the Hon’blc Minister aware that its free primary a8j)ect w'as given 
effect to first in the district of Mymensingh? 

(c) Does the Government consider the desirability of including the district 
of Mymensingh as the first in the list of the districts wliere free and compul- 
sory both aspects will be given effect to? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Government is aware of 
such demand. 

(b) Mymensingh is one of the 7 districts where ir(H» primary education 
was first introduced. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Honble 

Minister be pleased to state whether this free and compulsory primary educa- 
tion system will bo given effect to throughout Dengal at a time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No, only 
partially in certain districts. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIAS; Will the Hon’blo 

Minister be j)lea.sed to state the names of the districts selected where this 
scheme will he given effect to ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: That has 
not yet been finally selected. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will tho Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state what principle he wdll follow in stdecting the 
districts ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: That has not 
been decided either. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of free primary schools started in the district 
of Mymensingh and the number of students taught? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: It is in the 

region of 3,000 and odd. 
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Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH OHAUDHURY: WiU the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he will select those districts where 
primary education cess was introduced first ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAXZAMUODIN HOSAIN: That is the 
idea. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state the names of those districts where primary 
education cess was first introduced ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: There is a 
difference of opinion. One opinion is that one district from each Division 
should he taken up. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: 1 want the names 
of the districts where primary education cess was first introduced. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 cannot 

give their names. 

Mr. SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether by seven districts he means that primary education will be 
introduced in the district as a whole or partially ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Ours is a 
five-year programme. Tlie di.stricts which are to take up will comprise 
about one-fourth of Bengal. It will be covered in five years. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that pressure is In'ing given 
to deprive those districts where primary education cess was first introduced P 

The Hon'ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Is the Hon hie Minister 
nwaro that the very purpose for whi(‘h the Primary Education Bill was 
passed is being defeated by not having primary education made com}>ulsory. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: It is not 

exactly defeated; people not getting the benefit of it, as they ought to. 
The jmrpose is not eMicll,\ defeated. 1 .sliould say tloit the purpose is not 
fully attained Ix'cause coiiipulsory primary education i.s not being enforced. 

Mr. SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: The Hoirhle Minister has stated that 
Mymensingh is one of the seven districts wdiere primary education is going 
to be introduced. Do I undiustand that Mymensingh is to be taken up for 
this purpose as a wdioleP 

The Hon'ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, but it 
will be covered in five years as I told you. 

Mr. SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state w hat areas or which unions or subdivisions are being taken up in 
the first instance y 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The idea is 
to take tw’o unions in ea<’h thana, so that there may not be any complaint. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTpPADHYAYA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the progress of primary education is very meagre compared to 
the cess and tax that are being paid by the })eopleP 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I do not think 
BO. The figures rather indicate that there has been very great advancement 
in the field of primary education. 
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Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BASU: WiU the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long it will take to enforce free and primary education 
throughout Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: At the rate 

we contemplate, we will be able to cover it in 20 years. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he thinks that the primary education 
scheme will be successful in view of strike by primary school teachers of 
which notice has just been given ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That is more 
than I can say. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Is the Hon ble Minister aware of 

the strike notice ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not within the purview of this question. 

B. M. College, Bariaal. 

21. Mr. M'ONORANJAN GUPTA; Will the ilon'ble Minister in charge 
of the hMucatioii Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

{a) that lMt)fess()r Prafulla Uanjan Chakra vorty and Sj. Sudhir Kumar 
Aich, lK)th meinbers of the teaching stuff oi the B. M. (College, 
Barisal, were arrested and detained without trial in 1U42; 

{()) that the said Jl. M. College authorities gave them leave of absenco 
during the jH'riod of their detention without trial; 

(c) that (f()\ernment threatened to stop or reduce its grant-in-aid to the 
said college tor granting the said leave of absence to Sjs. Chakra- 
vorty and Aich; 

i<l) that lecently the Director of Ihiblic Instiuction has written to the 
said college authorities that the Government did not agree to the 
re-employment of Sjs. Chakravorty and Aich and as a resiiU these 
teachers have not been reinstated in their jMJsts at the said college; 
and 

(c) if the answer to id) is in the allirmative, do the (i«)vernnient projmse 
to r(H’onsid(*i their decision and diiect th<* withdiawal r)f tin* letter 
of the Director of Public Instruction to the 13. M. College authori- 
ties disagieeing to the reinstatement oi l^rofessor IVafuIla Itaiijan 
Chakravoity and Sj. Sudhir Kuinai AkIi^ 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain); {a), [h) and id) Yes. 

(c) The Governing Body of the colle|<e was infoiined that the Government 
grant would l>e withheld if they failed to dis|»ense with the s(*iviees ot the 
Wofessors in question. 

(c) No. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI. Will the Ilon’hle Minister ho 
pleased to state why Government informed the Bari.sal College authorities 
that their grant would be withheld unless they di.speri.sed with the services 
of the Professors in question P 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Because 
Government thinks it undesirable that such teachers should be employed. 
It will affect the students also. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERill: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state why Government considered the services of these Professora 
undesirable P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. $AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08A1N: Because 
their political activities were of a subversive nature and they were connected 
with terrorists. But since then I may add the matter has been taken up 
for re-consideration, 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: In view of the answer (a), 
(h) and {dy will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if there is a 
uennite policy of the present Government to preclude ex-detenus from 
appointments in any Government or Government aided institution? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, there is 
no such policy. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale if the present Cabinet is pursuing the reactionary and anti- 
national policy of section 93 regime so far as the appointments of ex-detenus 
are concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Definitely 

not; otherwise it would not have been taken up for re-consideration again. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why Government consider those gentlemen to 
be undesirable to be touchers and Professors if they are not considered 
undesirable to occupy Treasury Benches or seats in the Assembly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Because 
gentlemen who occupy treasury benches are not in charge of young 
impressionable youths. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there is any legal bar for any teachers 
or Professors of Government aided schools and colleges to dabble in 
politics ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I do not 

know, but it is not proper for teachers to be in active politics. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale if the Cabinet considers the patriotic activities of these gentlemen as 
undesirable ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Certainly 

not, but their activities must be of such a nature that they may not affect 
the imjiressionable youths if tliey are placed in charge of such youths. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state wiiat activities of these teachers and Professors 
seem to Government to be their disqualifications? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; I have 
already answered that. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: I want to know 
what are their activities. “Subversive” is a vague term. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I am not 

prepared to add anything more. % 

Mr. ABDUL MOMIN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
who is the father of politics? (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: It is for the 

honourable member to say that. 
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Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the HoD’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when Government e\i)e{ t to (‘ome to a dei-ision in relation to their 
re-consideration of the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAiN; Another 
department of Government has been referred to. 1 cannot sav when it will 
come to a decision. 


Non-availability of fine cloths from cloth ration shops. 

22. Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA; (Vi) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
the ('ivil Sii{»j)lies ])ej>arlment aware that suitable cloths cannot Ih» bad from 
the ration sho{>s against the cloth folders now in forc<» in Galcutta area? 

(/>) J1 so, will the floirble Minister Ik* pleased to state what arrangement 
is projK)sed to Ik* nuule lor the supply of suitable cloths in the market? 

[c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the cloth lolders now in force in (’alcutta area will lapse automatically 
after f>()th Sej>teml>er, 194(1? 

(d) Js th(‘ Jlon’hle Minister ('onsiderinpr the d<‘sirability of extendin^j^ the 
])eri(ul of validity oi cloth bddeis to at least another tiin*e months from dOth 
iSeptcml)(*r, liMb, us was done in resjM*ct of tolders for pn‘vious jK‘riods? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL SUPPLIES 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Cofran): ((/ ) and (b) The suppli(*s of suj)<*r- 
fine and fiio* \ciiu‘lies oi cloth are i(*s|rirted. The ileii^.t'al ( lOMMiiment can- 
not procure euoii^rh cloth in tine ami su|H*rtine varii‘ties to satisfy public 
demand. Varieti»*s like finer (jualities of shirtinj', eoalin^JT, drill, etc., are 
also in short suppl\. Such suj)plies as are a\ailable are distributed eipiitably 
amon^’- all the shoi^s. 

(c) This is not a fact. 

id) 'I'he uncashed coujions for the fourth (piarter on the first seri<*s of 
cloth folders will continue to he valiil till dlst JfeeemUu*, 19‘U). 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Office of the Coroner for the City of Calcutta. 

*57. Mr, JYOTI BASU: c/» Will the Hon'hh* Minister in rhar|j:(* of 
the Uorne Department he jileased to state — 

(i) the name, qualifications and pn-vious e.xperieiice of the present 

incumbent i>f tlu* office of the (’oioner lor tin* City of Calcutta 
and of liis immediate predecessor; 

(ii) the date when and the cinmmstances under whicli the present 

Coroner was apjKiinted as also his predecessor; 

(ill) if the present incumbent even acted as an Honorary I’residency 
Magistrate; 

(iv) if so, what has been his record of work as such; and 

(v) if it is a fact that the Coroner is appointed by the Government on 
the recommendation of or in consultation with the Calcutta 
Police? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that work of a number of ofiBcials of 
the Calcutta Police in connection with the shootings upon student demon- 
strators in the third week of November, 1945, was condemned by the pre- 
vious incumbent of the office of the CJoroner? 

18 
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(c) If the answer to (h) is in tlie affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 

(a), (i) and (//) At the lime the question was admitted, Mr. S. N. Mukher- 
jee, a retired Police^ Magistrate and Honorary Presidency Magistrate, was 
acting as Coroner having been appointed with effect from the 1st April, 1940, 
pending the selectiiui of a }>ennanent incumbent in the ordinary way on the 
expiry of the term of tlje previous incumbent, Mr. A. llaque, m.a., n.L., 
Pau.-a’I'-Law. Mr. Ilacjue was appointed to the Coroner of Calcutta on 
Ilje 1st April, 1941, for a peiiod of 5 years. The present Coroner is Mr. N. C. 
(janguly, ndin'd District and Sessions Judge, who has been appointed by 
(lovernnicnt on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission for a 
period of b years with elfect from the 1st October, 1940. 

(in) and (jv) Mr. S. N. Mukherjee has l>een a Presidency Magistrate 
since 25th May, 1940, and his work as such is satisfactory. 

(v) No. The (^)rnner is aj>pointed by Covernment on the recommenda- 
tion of the Public Service (!ommission, Bengal. Only in the case of fill- 
ing any ofliciatiiig a])pointment, the ai)pointment is made in consultation 
w'itb the (Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Before this Ministry took office, the (!ornner’s unfavourable com- 
ments were carefully considered and it was decidtMl that no action was 
necessary. 1 do not propose to take any further action in the matter. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in nderriiig the matter to the Public Service Commission 
any community was specified? 

Mr, K. NA8ARULLA: No. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there was any instance of granting extension to some of 
the Coroners ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state ’s^bat is the emolument of the post? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I ask for notice. 

Mr. RAM HARI ROY: AVith reference to answer (h) will the Hon’ble 
Minister k* ]>leased to state who were the officials of the Calcutta police who 
were condemned by the Coroner? 

Mr, K. NA8ARULLA; I have said in reply to a previou.s question that 
the Coroner only mentioned the case of shooting by S<'rgeant Hammond 
without justification. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please consider the desirability of stopping this practice of consult- 
ing the Commi.ssioner of Police when appointing the Coroner? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: l^^ appointing the Coroner the Commissioner of 
Police is not consulted but the appointment is made on the recommendation 
of the Public Service Commission. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Is it not a fact 
that for officiating appointment the Commissioner of Police is consulted? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Yes; that has been the practice. 
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Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
> pleased to state when Mr. N. C. Ganf^uly retired and what is his present 
"'age? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; He is a retir^Hl man and he has been appointed 
only temporarily. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL; With referenee to answer (c) will 
the Hou'hle ^linister he plea>ed to state, with regard to the Coroner’s 
nnfavourahle (‘ommeiit, to whom it was iiiifavourahle? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: It is stated to be an unfavourable comment 
because the (lovernment was of opinion that it was not riglitly made. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: AVill the Han'ble 
Minister he jileased state* ^\hether Mr. .V. llaetue applied fiu* an exti*n.sion? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: 1 ask for notice. 

Alleged shadowing of Mr. Humayun Kabir, M.L.C., by Intelligence 
Branch. 

^58. Mr. SYED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: (ut Is the lion hie Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware that agents of the 1 Jitelligenee 
Hrancli have been shadowing Mr. lluma\un Kabir, since August, 

194‘J? 

(6) Will the Hon’hb* Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) wh(*ther these agents were apiMunted under orders of tin* (iovern- 
nient of Ilengal ; 

(/M it so. wheliier any report.s have been submitted l)\ the ag(‘nls up 
till now; and 

{ill) ^^hethe^ any action lias been taken on anv such reports? 

(ci It no action has been taken, will the Iburble .Minister In* ]tleased to 
state why puhlic money has been wasted on tliesc* agents tor so many years? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): 

(a) No. 

(/>) and (r) Do not arise. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that many M.L.A.s and M.L.C.s lui\e been shadowed hy the Intc!li> 
geiice Branch ? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Arms licence applications in Pabna Sadar and Serajganj subdivisions. 

*59. Mr. 8URE8 CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (1‘olice) Dejjartment be pleased to state— 

(a) the number of applications made for arms licences in Pabna Sadar 
and Serajganj .subdj\ isions re'-pectively during llie la**! three years 
and how many of these application.s were from Hindus and how 
many from Muslims in each of these Bubdivisions ; and 

(h) the number of such licences issued according to communities during 
the last three years in Pabna Sadar and Serajganj subdivisions 
re.spectively specifying details of such licences? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): 

A statement is laid on the Table. 
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Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 59. 

Padna District. 

(a) Number of applications made for arms licences during the last three years. 




Sadar 

subdivision. 

Sirajganj 

subdivision. 

Hindus 


166 

49 

Muslims 


247 

61 

Others 


11 

4 


Total 

413 

104 



Stataments in oonnection with Muslim League’s declaration of Direct Action 

Day. 

•60. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble 
Miniistcr in rharj^o of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether his attention has been drawn to any statements made in'* 

connection with the Muslim lieague’s declaration of Direct Action 
Dajy' (m the l(»th August, by Alhaj Khwaja Nazimuddin 

which appeared in the local newspapers; 

(b) whether Goyernmeiit considers statements such as referred to above 

as direct incitement to violence and likely to lead to disturbances; 
and 

(c) what precautionary^neasures, if any, has Government in contemplar 

tion to take to maintain peace and tranquillity? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardv): 

(a) les, 

(6) No. 

(c) Such precautions as are considered necessary will be taken including 
the holding ready of the Police Force against possible trouble. 
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Cazottad ofRoers of Civil Supplies Department at RaJshahi* 

- •61. Mr. MADAR BUX: {a) Will the Hoii’ble Minister in charge of 

the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(?) the present number of frazetted officers that are at Rajshahi in the 
Civil Supplies Department ; and 

(it) how many of them are Muslims? 

(h) Will the Hou’ble Minister l)e pleased to state what siejvs, if any, 
he intends to take if there is no Muslim gazetted officer? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’blo Mr. Abdul 
Cofran): («)(?) Eifrht. 

(n) Three. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: A\ ill the lion ble Minister 1 h> 
pleased to state if he is to publish the Civil Inst which has been 

aiscontiijued lor some time? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does md arise. 

Alleged seizure of paddy in some subdivisions of Khulna. 

•62. Mr. RAJENDRANATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 

in (‘har;.’’e oi the ('ml Siij>|>lies Department Im‘ ple,ise<i to state the details 
ol the seizure of paddy by the Sulslivisional Officer, Satkhira, ami the Sub- 
diNisiomil Otlicer, Sa<lai\ in several houses in p(di<‘e-sjat ions Sh\amnaj;ar 
and DakojK* resjK.*{ lively in the district of Khulna recently? 

ih) Is it a fact that the SuhdiviHional Officer, Satkhira, alon^- with a laijp* 
iiuiuIk*!' of police, to(tk recourse to violence in the pnn ess of tlie seizure of 
paddy ? 

^ Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul 

Cofran)! (a) The Suhdivisicmal Oliictu’s of Satkhira and Sadar in the 
district of Khulna did md seize juiddv in any house in police-stations vShyam- 
na^rar and l)ak()p<*, resjiectivelN . 

{(j) .No. 

Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: Will the licut'blc Minister be pleased io 
state who seized this jiaddy ? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Departmental officers 

Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMED; Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
, to state who were thos^ dejiartmental officers? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: I want notice. 

Procurement of good quality rice from Midnapore district. 

•63. Mr. 8ERAJUDDiN AHAMMAD; (a) Will the Jloirble Minister 
m cluui^'e of the Civil Supplie.s Depailment pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(?) that ^ood quality rice i.s \yeinp procured by Government from Midna- 
fKire district for exjiort to other di.striet.s; and 

(??) that reconditioned bad stufl' i.s being- released for rationing in 
^lidnapore? 

(h) If the answer to (a) i.s in the affirmative, will the TTon'ble Minister 
consider the desirability of stojiping this practice immediately? 
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Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul 
Gofran): («)(0 Ilice is procured in Midnapore but not for the sole 

purpose of export to other districts. Local nt?eds are also met from such * 
procured stock. 

(ii) This is not a fact. Tt is, however, true that about 30,000 maunds 
of old stock held by the District Controller have been made over for ration- 
ing: but this was done after the slock had been examined by (Tovernment 
exi^erts and certified to ]>e of pood quality and in pood condition. The 
Imlance of rationinp re{[uirements has been and is l>einp met from the pro- 
cured sto(’k of the district. The old stocks mentioned were also stocks pro- 
cured from the district. 

(h) Only the siirjdus stocks available are moved out of the district, pene- 
rally to ('alcutta and siu-h export could not be stopj>ed without the (lovern- 
ment’s food propramme beinp dislocated. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: With reference to answer (n)(7i)y 
will the llon’ble Minister be pb’ased to state what portion of the entire rice 
stock was retained for consumption in the district and what portion was 
exported outside?* 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: After meetinp local requirement the 
surplus is exported. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the (‘stimate of local requirement? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: I am sorry T cannot say ofChaml. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYA: Will the Honble Minister 
bo ])l4‘ased to state what is the apency throuph which rice is procured in the 
district of Midnapore at present? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Now Government have taken up direct 
proc.ureinent. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be • 
p^leased to state whether the price of rice has been recently reduced by 
Government under the direct procurement scheme? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what arranpement for storape exists in the district of Midnapore? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
bo pleased to state at w'hat jiriee Government have been purchasing rice in 
Midnapore and at what juice it is beinp sold in Calcutta? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHAYA: Is the Hon’blo Minister 
aware that rice is beinp juircha.sed in the district of Midnapore at Rs. 10-14 
per inaund and sold in Gulcutta at Rs. 10-4 per maund? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN. I have no information. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
idensed to state if it is a fact Tliat the old stock of rice deteriorated in quality 
becau.se of bad storape and was unfit for human consumption when released? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: I have no information. 

Mr. ANN ADA PROSAD CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the stocks of rice which were deteriorating were 
sold to the Civil Supplies Department as good quality rice? 
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Mr, E8KANDER ALI KHAN: I have no such information. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: With refe rence to answer (ri) (li), 

namely, that the old stock was made over for rationinj^ niter it had been 
examined by (ioverninent ex])erts, will the llun'ble Minister be pleased to 
state who were those experts P 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Tht‘ sto<‘k tliat is itdt‘ased for consump- 
tion in rationing areas is certainly examined by departmental experts as 
regards its quality. 

Mr, MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYA: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to stat(‘ whether it is not a fact that the price of paddy in the 
district ot Midnapore lias be<‘n reduced under the <lirect procurement sidiemo 
to (he disadvantage of the cultivators? 

Mr. SPEAKER • That is a matter of opinion. 

Alleged forceful seizure of paddy from one Dinanath De of Nakipur, police- 
station Shyamnagar, 

*64, Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA RAY: (d) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the (’ivil Supplies Department aware — 

(t) that on li9th .luly, the Sulidi visional Olli(*er of the Satkhira 

subdivision in Khulna district raided the house ol Dinanath Do 
ol village Nakipur, police-station Shyamnagar, with the help of 
armed jiidice ami e.iiried a\va_\ the entile slock ol In'- ji.nidy 
in sjiite of tlie said Dinanath De holding an apjuopnato licenco; 
and 

uO that when protested against such action tlie Subdivisional Olficer 
declared that he did not care if local paddy was left or not as 
he must seize paddy? 

(li) Will tho Ifon’ble Minister be plea.sed to stat/C — 

{t) whether the Satkhira subdivision of Khulna district is considered 
a surplus or deficit area; and 

(ii) whether the Government have issued any instruction to Subdivisional 
Officers of deficit areas to seize paddy and/or rice? 

(c) Will the Hon’blo Minister be jdeased to state — 

(i) the rate per maund of paddy fixed by the Oovernmont as compensar 
tion for such seizure of rice ; and 

(ti) what rate has been jiaid to the said Dinanath De as compensation P 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul 
Cofran): (a) No. 

(li) (i) Satkhira subdivision is a surplus area. 

(li) No. 

(c) (i) Compensation in such cases is paid at the full purchasing price 
fixed by the (lovernment for the district rnirnis the differentials for handling 
and transport from the place to the nearest main purcliasing point. The 
purchasing price for the district of Khulna is Ks.fi-4 per maund. 

(ii) Dinanath De will be paid compensation at Hs.G-l per maund. 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he p]oa.sed 
to .state whetluu’ any enquiry was actually made in connection with the 
allegation ? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Yes, departmental enquiry was made. 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA RAY: Will the Uon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state what w as the agency for this enquiry ? 
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Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Local administration. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ ble Minister be 
pleased to state on what calculation was the price of paddy in Khulna fixed 
at lift. 6-4 per maund ? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: I am sorry I cannot reply. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the opinion of ^he Government this price is 
profitable to the agriculturist ? 

Mr. E8KA1IDER ALI KHAN: Without examining the question I can- 
not reply oft'hand. T require notice, 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA RAY: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased 
to state whether actually any seizure was made from Dinanath De’s place? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: 1 think, Sir, a quantity of paddy was 
actually seized from his house. 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA jRAY: Will the Hon’hle Minister bo pleased 
to state why that paddy was seized? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Because he had surplus stock. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the ITon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state, in view (»f the repl\ given to (a )(//), is it the ])olicy of the 
Government first to leave such stock as is necessary for local consunij)tion 
before ex])orting seized stock? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: Surplus is determined in comparison 
with the estimated consumption for the district. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: In view j)f the answer just given, 
will the IT(»irble Minister he pleased to state if surplus or deficit is deter- 
mined in relation to the whole district or the subdivision so tliat cordons 
might he caused ? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN: It is not possible for me to ro])ly off- 
hand. 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA RAY: In view of the fact that the jirice of 
paddy per maund is Its. tl-d in the district, will the llon’hh" Minister kindly 
state AN hy Its. (i-l Nvas given as com])ensation ? 

Mr. ESKANDER ALI KHAN: Minus the differentials for handling 
from th(* place where it was seized up to the point of purchase. 


Price of Jute and jute manufactures. 

*65. Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Oj) Will the Hon b.e 

Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be 
pleased to statt* — 

(r) whether it is a fact that the Jute (Price Control) Order, 1045, was 
promulgated as a war measure fixing maximum and minimum 
])rices at which jute may be purchased or sold and the maximum 
prices at which ju^e manufactures may l)e purchased or sold; 

(/V) whether it is a fact that the price of jute manufactures was, as 
compared with the price of jute, fixed ^ at a much higher levei; 

(ill) w'hether the jute mills made huge profits during the war at the 
expense of the poor jute growers and the prices of jute shares 
began to soar and at present has risen to phenomenal height as 
comiiared with IWl; 
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(iv) wlietlier the price control of raw jute is scheduled to expire on dOth 
September next and whether the Indian Jute Mills' Association 
has sent a memorandum on 7th June last domandinff that the 
price contpl of jute be maintained at the present level until 
the conditions of supply and demand be adjusted; 

(v) whether the attention of the Hon bio Minister had been drawn to 
the fact wStated in the ot June, itMti, that at the end of last 

jute season the stock of raw jute was six lakhs of bales but at* 
the end of this season, i.e., June, the amount of stock will be 
insignificant; and 

(vt) whether due to heavy rainfall there has been this year extonsive 
destruction of jute crop in different parts of HeugalP 

(b) If the answer to (r) and (vj) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state why the Jute (Price roiitrol) Order of in 
which the inaxiinum price of jute has been fixed at Us.J7 u maund bo not 
removed and the minimum jirice of jute be fixed at Hs.25 a maund P 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, 
LABOUR and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’bte Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed); 

(o), (/) and (/r) Ves. 

in) I am assured that the price ratio between jute and jute manufacturas 
in the preceding years was maintained in the .lute (Price ('ontrol) Order. 

(ni) 7 lie greater part of an\ increjised [irofits which may have been mado 
by the mills was absorbed in paMiients of Kxcess Profits Tax anil other 
taxation, thus im reasing the general re\enueH of the country. The present 
market prices of dute .Mill shares are greatly in excess of real values. 

(r) The reference is probably to the article published at page J18f> of 
the ( (ipitdl, dated the 27th dune, HHtJ, but (bis article does not say that 
jute stock at the end of the last season was six lakhs hales. The article 
mentions estimated doniestii; ({uisuniption of jute to he six lakhs hales. 

According to tlie Indian dut4> Mills’ Association’s Monthly Summary 
of diite and (iuniiy Statistics for dune, HMG, the total carry over at the end 
of the scasKii.s 1844-4.') and 184o-4ti uas 2,8112,1)85 and 2,1170,125 h.ilcN respec- 
tively The stork on dOth dune, 184G, has been estimated at ;{,2.5G,Gdt) 
hales and the carry over at the end of llf4G-47 season at 20 lakhs of hales. 

(ri) Serious damage wa.s caused particularly to the low land “jute crop’' 
in the districts of Pajshahi, Dinajpur, Hangpur, llogra and .Mymcnsingh 
and fo a lesser extent in the districts of Pabna, Dacca, Tij>f)era and I ho 
t’huadaiiga subdivision of tbe Nadia district due to untimely lieavy rainfall. 

(5) diite (Price Control) Order, 1845, lap.scd on the dOth September, 
184G. diite has now been decontrolled as it was no longer considered neces- 
sary to fix its price. 

Dr, SURESH CHANDRA BANERJi; Will lire flon’hli* Minister he 
jileii'ted to state* ^^hellier if is a fact that the dis<*rep:incv between the ])rice 
of jute and that of jute rnnnufactiire.s %vas dut‘ to Ore cliipje of flic, Indian 
Jiit(‘ MilLs A*'Sociation — very great in the year.s preceding 1845 w’lieri the 
Jute (Price Control] Order was promulgated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: It i.s very difficult for me 
to say whether it w'as due to cliijue oi conspiracy. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: In view of the answer which 
was given that the price was equal to tin* price which was hefon*, does not 
the IfoTi’hle Mnil.ster think that it is hi« duty definitely to stat^* wliat was 
the difference of prices before the years 1845 and what was the ratio between 
these prices after the Order wa.s promulgated? This is the mo.st important 
part of the que.stion and the Hon’lile Mini.ster should state the answers, 
otherwise the whole of my que.stion goes to nothing. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Would you please repeat? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: My question is this. What 
was the priee, what is the difference in price between the price of jute and 
the price of jute manufactures in the year, say* 1944? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I am sorry I cannot answer 
offhand. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: That was my objection. The 
whole question is useless. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: You liave j^ot a reply. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: This question may be held over. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; I may tell my friend the 
answer has been ffiven. After tlie decontrol of the Jute (Price Control) 
Order the jute prices rose from Rs. 17 and Rs. 19 to Rs. 28 and Rs. 35. The 
price is <>ven today riilinj? between l^s. 28 and Rs. 32. Therefore, I think 
th(‘se (juestions do not arise at tlie present moment. As regards the future 
w^e are taking bl^'^T-er steqis so that the cultivators of Benprnl may be asmired 
a stable pric(‘ and that the whole of jute manufacture or jute trade mi^hl be 
controll(‘d by Oovernment in tlie ])rop(“r manner. That is what we are pfoing 
to do. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to stjit(‘ whether it is a fact that due to this discrepam'V in the price 
of jute and tin' ])rice of jute manufacture aft(‘r 1945 the ])easants of Bengal 
suffered and the jute mill manufacturers made huge profits? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: I will examine that and 
see what is the ])osition. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
exjdain as to how he lias comjuited tlie real value of jute shares? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot tell you offhand. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state as to what he considers the differences in the market price and the 
real value of jute vshares? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: At the present moment or 
in 1945? 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: As you like. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED; As you like! I cannot 
say. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: The question must be referring to some 
particular period of time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED; Certainly the price of 
shares rose; at the present time the price of shares has fallen. 

Mr, BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: My question was, in relation to any 
particular ])eriod of time when the i|uestion was replied to or at the present 
inomeiit, as to wliat the TTon’ble Minister considers the difference in the 
market value of shares and their real value. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: That requires examination. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to the 
Hou’ble Minister’s answer {iit), last sentence — the present market prices of 
Jute Mill shai'es are greatly in excess of real value — w^hat is the extent to 
wdiich the prices are in excess of the real values? 



1947.1 


POINT OF PRITILEGE. 


271 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That also requires 

examination. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state on the basis of what data did he jrive this answer that 
market prices of Jute Mill shares are {rreatly in excess of real values P 
M hat are the data on which he relied in j^ivinp: this answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; 1 will examine that. All 

the pajiers are not before me at the present moment. 

Mr. SPEAKER; (Questions over. 

(At this stafjre the House was adjourned tor lb minutes.) 

{A ftcr (idjount mi nt.) 

Short-notice question. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARh Mr. Speaker, Sir. My 
friend, Mr. ^lanoranjan Dliar tabled a sliort-notiee (juestion re^ardin^ firinfif 
on tlie student procesvionists in (he Mxmensinph (own on the 'Jvhul January 
last and for (hat \ve are anxious to know the fale of that question. 

Mr. SPEAKER* I think the (juestioii has been r<*ferr<‘d to the Depart- 
ment coneerned and unh'ss the Hon’hle Minister pives his consent we can- 
not do anytlnnj?. 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: We are < \aniinin*r lliat (juestion 

Holiday. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, may I iiHUition b(‘fore we take uji tho 
l)U.-iiH‘ss ol the Hnii.se that 19th lias bemi declared a lioliday? Thai is u day 
for fast to the Hindus, Ma\ I suf,^j»'est that IMlih also be dcclan'd as a 
holiday so far as the work in this As.semhly is concoriMHl because it will }m> 
very difficult for tin* memhers on this side of Hn» Iiou.se to alleml tho 
AsM-inhly on the ‘^^Dth after the la.st ? 1 umb'rstand that the Kiiianco 
Minister is aj^n-eeahle to this. So 1 would like you to accept my su^^^estion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: i will examine this (|uestion and tomorrow I will 
decide it. I have not pfot the projrrainme before me now. We will decide 
it tomorrow. 

Point of Privilege regarding Supply of Budget papers. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of privilege, Sir. We find that some 
of the members are being supjdied w'ilh Hudget papiTs, but wo are being 
refused. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The usual practice is to distribute tlie juiper.s just aa 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister rises to deliver his sjieech. Now, we find that 
some of the copies have been supj)lied to .some of the irnunbcrs. Take it 
from me that tho.se copies have not been supfilied liere in this House. Some 
members went to the office and found the Budget speech ther(» and look it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Sir, it will be 
convenient for u.s if we are supplied with the copies of the speech before. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It will be supplied to you just as 
1 shall begin. 

Sir, I rise to pre.sent the Budget for the yejir 1947-48 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; On a point of order, Sir, It is the con- 
vention of this House that the Budget speech is circulaU^d as soon as tho 
Finance Minister gets up. 
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The Hon'bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, as soon as the Pinance 
Minister gets up. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RAN JAN THAKUR: On a point of privilege, Sir. 
One lionouraLlo member has got a copy. Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has 
got a copy. 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; He is the leader of a party. He is an excep- 
tion. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: Sir, the difficulty is some members 
have been sn])i>]ied and some have not been supplied. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJIS Sir, are we to go to the lobbies 
for getting them? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You will get it just now. 

Budget Estimates for 1947-48. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
present the Budget for the year 1947-48. 

All right-thinking men must deplore the grave turmoil through which 
this Province, in (iomnion with several other jiarts of India, has jiassod in 
recent months. At a time like this when enormous tracts, devastated by the 
War continue to be out of production both in regard to foodstutf and other 
essential commodities, it is inij)eratively necessary that all the available 
energy of mankind should be harnessed to the task of overcoming these 
deficiencies and restoring the normal amenities of life. There can be no 
greater misfortune than that efforts and resources should, at such a juncture, 
be dissipated in strife and discord which not only jeopardise the chances of 
economic recovery but also shake the very foundations of social security. 
It is earnestly to l>e ho])ed tliat the outburst of insensate frenzy witnessed 
during the last few months has been but a passing manifestation of malaise 
in the body politic of the c.onntry and that sobered by the experience of what 
has hupjiened, men will settle down to constructive endeavours in a spirit of 
mutual toleration and goodwill. 

As was naturally to be expected, the disturbed conditions which prevailed 
in recent months have left their mark on the budgetary’ prospects of the year. 
On the receipt side they have impeded the inflow of revenue under certain 
heads, the most notable instances of diminished yield l>eing 50 lakhs under 
SaU>8 Tax owing to unsettled conditions of business; and an almost equal 
amount under country s])irits owing to the closure of liquor shops in Calcutta 
for a considerable length of time. On the expenditure side the effect has 
been two-fold. On the one hand, very heavy expenditure, amounting to 
close upon 2 erores has had to be undertaken for the relief and rehabilitation 
of riot victims and refugees; and ex])enditure on the maintenance of law and 
order has also had to be substantially augmented. On the other hand, the 
emergency having greatly ac<*entuated the difficulties of obtaining suitable 
material and personnel, the progress of works both within and outside the 
Development Programme ])articularly under Irrigation and Civil AVorks, has 
been greatly retarded. How far rate of progress has fallen below 

expectation can be judged from the fact that the original provision of 12 
erores for tlie Development Programme in the current year stands amended 
to a little over 8 erores in the Devised. 

The Budget for the coming year has been framed on the assumption that 
conditions will continue to be normal and that no serious obstacle will arise 
either to the accrual of revenue or to the progress of execution of Budgetary 
plans. Some idea of the dimension of these plans will be obtained from the 
fact that the provision for Development Proiects included in the Budget 
for the coming year amounts to close upon 16 erores. 
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I may here refer briefly to the details of the flnaneial arrangement in 
regard to schemes included in the Development Programme. The Government 
ot India will make available to the Province the entire amount required for 
Development i’rojects in the current year as well aa in 194748. For 
productive or self-financing schemes which are exjiected, on completion, to 
yield an adequate return over the outlay, tlie (Vntral Government will 
ad\ance the reijuisite amount hy way of loan. For non-productive schemes, 
outright grants will be made from the Central Post-War Heconstniction Fund 
to cover the actual expenditure in each of the years. The eflei't of this 
financial arrangement is that no jiart of the exj^enditure relating to 
Development Projects included in these estimates devolves on the normal 
revenues of the Province. In other words what may be called the “basic** 
Budget is not affected hy the l)evel()j)ment Programme. Provisions for 
non-productive schemes financed hy outright grants from the Centre have 
been made under aj>propriate major heads in the Heveuue Section of the 
Bmlget while jiroductive projects, financed by loans have been exhibited 
under Capital Heads outside the Bevenue Account. 

Turning to details, let me first review the Hevised Estimates for the 
current year. 

The House will riM-all tliat according to original estimates jiresented in 
duly last, the total revenue expected in the current year was of the order of 
42J (‘I'ores out of which 1(U <Tores represented grants from the Centre for 
the fiiiaueiiig of uiijudductive Development I*roje<*tR. The yield from ntirmal 
Rc.urces of revenue was tlius estimated at 82 crores. 'I'he eorresponding figures 
for the Hevised aie: T(»tal revenue 88} erores ; Ciuitral g'raiit ineluded in 
tliis total for financing unjinxluctive Development Projei ts 7 crorcs ; Normal 
revenue 81} erores. It will be observed tlial this figure is only slightly less 
than the oii^inal estimate of 82 erores. I have already cxjilained that our 
receipts from Sales Tax and from Excise Duty on country spirits should 
have been substautially larger had not eomlitious deviat<‘d so wiibdy from 
normal in the course of the year. The yield from Income-tax is also expected 
to be lower than tlie original estimate ))\ about a erore aer-ording to the latest 
information iuriiished hv the Government of India. Almost the entire 
amount of these deficiencies lias fortunately Inurn made u]) by improvemente 
spread over a number of beads, the most important being an iniTease of 00 
lakhs under (histoms and 50 laklis under Stamps. Tlie larger yield under 
Customs is due to enhancement of the Central BX])ort duty on Jute with 
effect from Gctnber last ; and that under Stain j>s is distributed evenly iHdween 
Court-fees and Non-Judicial '-tamjis. In total, I have said, there will be 
little variation l)etweei] our original and revised estimates so far as our 
ordinary revenue rc»ceipt8 are concerned. 

On the expenditure side the original estimate was 52 erores including 
lOi crores on account of Development l^rojects financed by outright grants 
from the Government of India. The ordinary expenditure for the year was 
thus estimated at 4U crores. The Revised Estimates also provide for a 
t(»tal expenditure of 52 crores but this includes only 7 crores on account of 
Develojiment Projects. The estimate of ordinary expenditure therefore now 
stands at 45 crores or crores more than was originally anticipatwl. 
Compared with the original estimates, there has been an increase of 8 crores 
under Famine Relief and of a little under 2J crores under “Miscellaneous** 
foi the relief of riot victims and refugees. These have been offset to some 
extent by reduction to the extent of about 2 crores in respect of ordinary 
expenditure under Agriculture, Irrigation and Civil Works. The iiuTease 
under Famine Relief is due partly to the distribution of doles and clothing 
b^ way of gratuitous relief on a more extensive scale than was originally 
anticipated and partly to the purchase of larger stocks of accessory foodstuff 
like Ralston, Milk-jwwder and Dehydrated vegetables for relief purposes. 
The additional provision, under “Miscellaneous** includes 7 lakhs for the 
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Commission of Enquiry in connection with the Calcutta Disturhnnces. 51 
lakhs for the relief of refuj^ees from Bihar and a crore and 80 lakhs for 
the relief of other refu^^ees. The decrease under Agriculture amounts to 
half a crore and is due partly to smaller expenditure on Grow AJore Food 
Schemes and partly to large-scale reduction of field staff as a result of the 
aholilion of the Agriculhiral Development Department. Under Irrigation 
and Civil Works, the total decrease is crore and is due, as I have already 
indicated, to slower progress of works. 

Tn view of the fact that revenue receipts this year are expected to be 
slightly less than was originally estinialed while expenditure is expected to 
g(» up hy ,‘U crores, the revenue deficit of 9 crores 70 lakhs visualised in the 
Budget now stands enhanced to 1.3 crores 28 lakhs. We have moved the 
Government of India for a suitable subvention to enable us to balance our 
Budget and though we have hud, so far, no indication of their views, we 
earnestly hope that the merit and urgency of our claim will he duly 
appreciated. Bending the conclusion of a fair and e(}uital)le financial 
settlement between the Centre and the Brovince we have no other course 
oi>en to us than to ask for ad hoc subventions from year to year. 

Ji(*t me now proceed to enumerate the more important items of new 
expenditure for which provision lias been included in the Revised. 

For the advancement of the education of* Muslim students a Special 
Fund called the Muslim Education Fund has hecui created with ellett from 
the (‘urrent year. It is jrroposed that the annual contribution to this Fund 
should he a sum of 10 lakhs. As the decision to create this Fund was taken 
towards the close of the current year and the full amount of 10 lakhs could 
not he utilised this year, the provision in the Revised amounts to lakhs 
out of which 18,(K)0 has been included in the Medical Budget and the balance 
in the Education Budget. Brovision has been made in I lie coining year’s 
Budget for the full contribution of 10 lakhs including 3(),()(K) for Aledical 
Education. 

A sum of half a lakh has been provided for the opening of hostels for 
Muslim students in Calcutta and of 20,000 for additional facilities in the 
Islamia College and the I’resideney College for the t-eaching of a larger 
numher of Muslim stiuhurts. 

A grant of 1 lakh 3(1 thousand has been provided for the Tslamia Hospital 
which has been doing extraordinarily good work and admitting patients of 
all communities without any distinction of caste or creed. This sum, coupled 
with a fui’tner grunt of 2 lakhs 3(1 thousand for which provi<5ion has been 
made in the coming year’s Budget, will, it is hoped, enable the Institution 
to efTeel much-needed irnirroveinents and secure an expansion of its present 
accommodation , 

A provision of IJ lakh has been made for the payment of honoraria to 
the house-staff of the Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta, who had hitherto 
not been in receipt of any allowances except in a very few eases. This used 
to cause a good deal of hardship and discontent which has now been removed. 

Certain additional measures involving a total cost of 8 lakhs in the current 
year had to he taken with a view to strengthen the police force both in 
Calcutta and outside. Those relating to the Calcutta Police include 
re-armumeiit of the force with '303 rifles, strengthening of the Armed Branch, 
appointment of 20 additional Sub-Inspectors and the purchase of 10 jeep 
cars. The schemes relating to the Bengal Police include the appointment of 
378 Sub-Inspectors and 70 Assistant Suh-Inspcctnrs, an extension of the 
Police wireless system and the provision of additional transport. 

Tn the Department of Agriculture, a Brooklyn ire plant released by the 
Military authorities has been acquired at a cost of GJ lakhs. Arrangements 
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have been made to work this plant on a profit-earning basis. Another new 
scheme for which provision has been included vin the Revised is the supply 
ot 5U0 cane-crushers and juice-boiling pans to cultivators in the Muuhsiguuj 
subdivision at a cost of lakh. 

An additional expenditure of 4 lakhs has been included in the Public 
Health Budget for the employment of ODD ileallh Assistants and the 
continued retention of the emergency sanitary staff for com hating 
apprehended outbreaks ol epidemic diseases among the devitalised 
population. 

One small item which calls for individual mention is the ileputation 
overseas of an olHcer of the Finance Department to undertake inlensiva 
studies of the Budgetary systems and principles of taxation in the I’nited 
Kinj^dom, America, Canada and Australia. This ollieer’s studies in Amere*a 
will also extend to the linamual ami udiniir..>^traiive maeliinery of ihe 
Tennessee Valley Authority and in Australia he will ai'ijuaint himself with 
the \\orkiug of the Federal Grants Comim.ssimi as well as with the 
adininislralion ol the Sales Tux as it obtains in that eoiintrv. The knowledge 
and exjienence gained in the course of tliis deputatiim will, it is hojK'd, jirove 
to he ot great value to the Province both in the estabUshment of a well- 
halanced and efficient Tax structure and in the drawing up of un equitable 
financial settlement between the Centre and the Province. The cost as at 
present estimated i.s eight thousand rupees. 

The House will recall that the current year’s Budget included a jirovision 
of U ci'ore on account of the estimated loss un the Boat t!onstruction 
Prog^ramme. It was assumed that all the boats in the hands of Government 
would lie sold otf in six months’ lime and that the accounts would U* finally 
adjusted belore ihe close of the year. Cnfortumitelv, the prognimme of 
suit* could not so far be implementeil except to a very limited extiuit as there 
is \erv little demand for these boats. Jt was accordingly pro|M>se(l that the 
bulk of the disposal and consequent adjustinent of lo.ss should be carried 
forward into the coming' \ear and the Budget for PMT-IS has been drawn 
up on this liasis. The matter has, liowever, been leeonsidered since and as 
the guarding and maintenance of these boats invoKe a good deal of 
expenditure which in effect is merely throwing awuv good nione\ af(<‘r bad, 
it lias ls*en decided to disjiose of the Isiats iininediatidy at the b«'st avuilahle 
pi ice and close the accounts liefore the ‘Ust March, 1947. I'his will lead 
to a saving of about >\\ lakhs in staff and contingencies in the coming vear. 
The House will also be interested to know tliat a Sub-Committee of the 
Cabinet is looking carefully into the question of possil)!!* reduction in staff 
'without detriment to efficiency in the Department of (’ivil Su]qdies. Up 
till now the savings etlei ted by this Suli-Committee amount to JO lakhs and 
furtlier scrutiny is in progress. 

I now pass on to the details of the Development I^rogramme. The total 
provision included in the current year’s Budget for Dev<dopment ProjeeU 
amounted to 12 orores 10 lakhs, out of which 10 crores 45 lakhs representing 
the provision for non-productive schemes financed by outright grants trom 
the (’entre was taken under the Revenue Account and the balance of 1 crore 
65 lakhs representing the outlay on productive schemes financed hy loans 
was provided under the Capital Account. The expenditure likely tf) be 
incurred on Development Projects during tbe current vear is now evfimaUul 
a! 8 crores 29 lakbs of which 6 crores 90 lakhs falls under the Revenue 
Account and the balance of 1 crore -18 lakbs falls under tbe Capital Account. 
The decrea.se of 3^ crores under the Revenue Account is made up of a saving 
of 14 lakhs under Irrigation, 9 lakhs under Edueafion. 14 lakhs under 
Agriculture, 27 lakhs under Industries, 2 crores 58 lakhs under Civil Works 
and 27 lakhs under Miscellaneous, The decrease under Irrigation is due to 
the postponement of the scheme for re-excavation and improvement of 



276 


BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1947-48. [17th Feb., 


derelict irrigation tanks. Under Education, the decrease is due to 
abandonment of the scheme for encouragement of post-graduate research in 
Calcutta by expanding the University College of Science. The decrease 
under Agriculture and Industries is attributable to the fact that a number 
of schemes under these two heads could not be fully implemented within the 
current year owing partly to technical difficulties and partly to disturbed 
conditions during a part of the year. The largest decrease as already 
indicated is under Civil Works. Out of a total saving of 2 }^ crores, 84 lakhs 
is due to slower progress of construction of provincial highways, major 
district roads, etc., and the balance is spread over the building* programmes 
of the various dejiartments. The decrease under the Road Programme is 
due, in a large measure, to the time taken for the completion of Land 
Accjuisition proceedings and to the decision not to accjuire (‘roj>-bearing land 
unlil such crop had been harvested. As for smaller expenditure on tlie 
Building Programme, it was found that this programme constituted a load 
far in excess of what tlie Provincial Works and Buildings Department could 
possibly undertake with the staff and resources at its disjiosal. Arrangements 
have neen made for reducing the load on the Works and Buildings 
Department by increa8in,g the volume of work to lie done depart men tally, 
by making over some works to local Iwidies and by getting some of Ihc more 
imiHirtant jobs carried out through consultants. Even with these alternative 
arrangements, shortage in building materials coujded with the facts that the 
burning of bricks could not he arranged helore the cold weather of 1916-47 
and that a good deal of time is required for the selection of sites and 
acijuisition of land have made it impossible to make any substantial 
progress in the construction of buildings in the current year. 

Under Miscellaneous, the decrease is due to the fact that deliits for the 
purchase of surplus military stores and eiiuipments required in connection 
with various Development Projects are not expected to be adjusted in full 
before the close of the current year. 

The decrease of 33 lakhs under the Capital Account is made up of a fall 
ol 12 lakhs under the Mor Project, lakhs under Agricultural 
Improvement and Research and 41 lakhs under Industrial Develfjpmeiit. 
The decrease has l>een ]»ai’tly counterbalanced by the inclusion of a 
provision of 50 lakhs for the Kanchrapara Area Development Scheme for 
which no provision had been made in the original Budget. The object of 
this new scheme is to acquire the U. S. Army site at Kanchrapara 
measuring about 14,0(K) acres with a view to develop it on planned basis for 
industrial, residential and other purposes. The decrease under the Mor 
l^roject as well as under Agricultural Improvement and Research is due to 
slower progress of work than was originally anticipated. Under Industrial 
Development, the sum of 15 lakhs provided for participation in the 
Government of India scheme for the manufacture of fertilisers could not bo 
utilised as the constniction of the factory at Sindri has not made sufficient 
progress. The North Calcutta Rural Electrification Scheme for which a 
provision of 20 lakhs had Wn included in the Budget has likewise not made 
sufficient headway and the revised estimate for this project amounts to 
5 lakhs only. Similarly, out of 12J lakhs provided for Industrial Centres 
not more than 21 laklis is expected to be utilised in the course of the current 
year. 

I^t me now turn to the Budget Estimates for 1947-48. 

The total Revenue Estimate for the coming year is 47 crores 68 lakhs 
out of which 12 crores 42 lakhs repressents grants from the Centre on 
account of Development Projects. The basic revenue therefore amounts to 
35 crores 26 lakhs against 31 crores 77 lakhs in the Revised. This 
improvement of 3^ crores is made up of a number of items the most 
important being an increase of crore under Income-tax, 70 lakhs under 
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stomSi 25 lakhs under Excise and 90 lakhs under Other Taxes. The 
icipation of enhanced yield from Income-tax is based on the latest 
[mate furnished by the Government of India. The increase under 
stoms is due to the operation of enhanced rates of exj^rt duty on jute 
full twelve months in the coming year as against a few months only iu 
f cun’ent year. The improvement under Excise is based on the 
umption that country spirit shops will function normally throughout the 
tr. It is proposed that Prohibition should be exlemled to a new area» 
the district of Bakargauj, in the coming year. The loss of revenue 
licipated on this account is expected to Ik* couuterlmlanceil by enhanced 
L*i:ce fees on imported forei^ii liquor which is likely to bring in additional 
enue amounting to a little over 7 lakhs. Tin* improvement under 
ther Taxes” is made up of an increast* of 50 lakhs under Sales Tax, 
lakhs under Petrol Tax and 5 lakhs eaeh under Elect rieit> Duty and 
teitainnicnt Enhanced ree»*ipts under Sall•‘^ Tax are hast'd on the 

umption that tliere will 1h? no impediment to normal trade and hu»iines8 
the coming year. The increase under Petrol Tax is due to the operation 
the enhanced rate for full twelxe months in the coming year as against 
‘ months only in the current year. The improvement under Electri<'ity 
ty and Enit'rtainment 'Fax is based on tin* assuiiicd al»st*nct' of im])(‘dim(‘nts 
? the ('Urfew Orders which had the effect of keeping down revenue in the 
rent year. 

On the exju'nditiire side, the total estimate for the coming year is 5.'1 erores 
lakhs. This includes 12 (‘rores 42 lakhs on ueeount of non-productive 
velo]jinent Pr(»jeets financed by outright grants from the Centre. The 
lie expemliture for 1947-48 therefore stands at 41 crores 40 lakhs against 
(Tores 5 lakhs in the Revised. The decrease of about dA erores is due to 
reduction of d erores under Famine Keli(‘f and IJ erore under 
[iscellaiH'oiis” for the relief of riot victims and refugees, set off by an 
lease of 75 laklis under Polici*. Tn the hope that the gem*ral economic 
I agricultural conditions in the (‘oming year will show a derided 
j)ro\ement over thfise in the current year, the provision for Famine 
lict has been lediieed ti’oin 5 erores 8-1 hikh> in the Revised to 2 croii's 
lakhs in the Budget for 1947-48. The provi.sion for the relief of riot 
tiins and refugees has lik(*wise been reduced from erores in tlie R(‘vised 
1} (lore in the Budget. This amount is made up of 54 lakhs for Bihar 
ugee*. and (11 lakhs for other refug(*es. There is also a provision of 10 lakhs 
■ the ^Vileiitta Disturham'cs Commission of Empiirv. Th(* inei(‘ase under 
lice is due mainly to the fact that in the ab.s(‘nee of any agreed decision 
the point no credit has heen taken in the coming year for any recovery 
im the Government of India as eontrihution towards the (‘Xpenditure on 
liei*. The amount included on this ai’Ciiunt in tiu* euriH'nf year’s Itevised 
1 (‘lore. The increase due to the omi‘*sion of this amount in the Budget 
• 1947-48 has been jiartly eounterbaluneed by the absence of provision for 
•ear dearnexss allowance included in tlie Revised. 

The net effect of an improvement of Hi erores in revenue and a derrf?aKe of 
erores in expenditure is that as against a Revenue deficit of IH crores in 
? currcTit year’s Revised the deficit aniieipated in the coming year amounts 
0 erores only. This improvement in our hudgeiary p^o‘^peets wdll, however, 
almost completely neutralised by an item of expenditure for w’liich no 
ovisioii has been included in the Budget as no final decision has vet )>een 
lehed but which is nevertheless prartieallv unavoidable. The House will 
■all that in jiresenting the Budget for the current year in July last, J 
(fed that a eomprehen>ive examination was being undertaken of the si-.iles 
pay oi all clas>es of (iovernment einpIoy(*es with a view to bring such 
lies more in line with the altered economic conditions which are likely 
prevail in the years to come. This examination has been completed and 
? results are to be reviewed by Government in the light of the 
lommendations of the Central Pay Commieeion. Pending the conclusion 
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of thiB review no final fip-ures as to extra costs are available but exploratori 
investiKations indicate that the cost of general revision of pay scales ma; 
amount to something like six crores. If this additional expenditure is takei 
into account and I think the House will agree that Ihis expenditure l; 
esseiilial in the interest of a reasonably contented and efficient piililic service 
then our revenue deficit in the coining year will mount uii to 12 crores 
We are for a decided improvement Ixith in (piality and m outpu 

of the work of (Toverrimeut employees as a result of the liberalisation o 
their pay and prospects; and the reduction in man-jiower which should b 
poHsihle in these circumstances should enahle us to meet a substaniia 
portion of the extra cost inv(d\ed in this measure. 

It is no use shuttinj? our eyes to the fact that the financial poMtion a 
the lVnvinc(‘ is <‘xirem(dy dis(|uictinj^:. No Exchetiuer can contemplate witl 
equanimity the idea of having to suiqiort a revenue deficit of the order o 
12 erores fiom year to year for an indefinite period of time and ways am 
iiuGinsmust speedilv be devised to put the Provimual Budget on a more stabli 
basis. We have al‘l along been jiressing for an efiiiitahle financial settlemen 
h(‘twc(‘n the Centre and the Ibovinee and w(* shall continue to do so with ai 
the (‘inphasis at onr eoinmand. Bui this does not ol)\iate the necessity o 
exploiting our own resources to the full. Alihon'.jh T liave uot ]ir<>j) 0 ‘'iM 
any immediate measures of taxation, tlie muttf'r is engaging my earm^jt am 
constant attention ami i inav inform the House that measures are a 1 read; 
under consideration for iighlfming ui. the administration of tlie Sales la; 
Art with a view to check (*vasions and oth(‘r forms ol leakage ot Knenue 
(loiisidcrahlc extra n'vemn* is likelv to lie derived from th(‘^f‘ m‘w measure 
when they are put into elTeet. ’ I have also informed the House of th 
arrangement made by dtqnilation overseas of an otlieer of the Finaiic 
lleparimont to oldaiu up-to-date information about the strm'ture am 
incidenee of Taxation in tlie most progressive countries of the world. It i 
hoped to utilise this information when received to tlie best advantage of th 
IVovinee. It is well to remember lunvever that ('iibamed yield from Taxatio 
dejiends very mucli upon improvement in the taxable eaiiacity of th 
iieojde and the latter in turn depends on the development of our eeonomi 
^\(‘alth and resources, pni tieiilarl v in tin* fields of Agneulinre and IndnstiN 
An\ thing which im]ie<les the rapid and orderly devtdopinenl oi such resonrei 
therefore constitutes a direct threat to the financial stability of the Brovinet 

Let me now turn to some of the more important items of new expenditur 
outside the Development Brogramme for whieh provision has been made i 
the Budget. 

Besides the 10 lakhs for the Muslim Kdueation Fund which has alread 
been mentioned, the Education Budget provides for an additional eontributio 
of 5 lakhs to the Scheduled Castes Education Fund, thus hriiiging the toti 
contribution to the Fund to 10 lakhs in the coming year. A Buddhii 
Education Fund has been created with a contribution of 16,000. An exti 
provision of 2 lakhs 18 tlunisand has been made for Muslim students’ hoste 
in Calcutta and an additional 1 lakli 80 thousand has In^en provided for gran 
to old scheme Mudrassas and Farknnia Madrassas. Additional grants ha> 
been provided to the extent of 1 lakh 40 thou.sand for Secondary Schools f< 
boys, 1 lakh for Secondary Schools for girls, 76 thousand for Arts Colleges f( 
men and 80 thousand for Art Colleges for women. For Anglo-Indian ar 
European Education the additional provisions include 75,000 for a grant to tl 
St. Vincent’s Sehwl at Asanmd for vocational training, 30,000 for furnitui 
grants, 80,000 for grants for equipment and apparatus and 60,000 for buildin 
grants to Anglo-Indian and European Schools. 

T' nder the Medical Budget the grant of 2 lakhs 36 thousand to the Islam; 
Hospital has been already mentioned. The Bublic Health Budget includes 
provision of 1 lakh for Bublic Health Bropaganda in the coming year, 
am very, glad to inform the House that thanks to the unremitting vigilam 
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and activity of the Public Health Department, the year 194G has proved 
to be the best year within a couple of decades from the public health poiiit 
of view. The total death rate j)er thousand in this year has been the lowest 
on record during’’ the ]>eriod under review bein«>: 189 a^:ainst *J4‘T in 19!,?(>, 
24*5 in 1936, 31-8 in 1943 and 28-6 in 1945. The rate of deaths from 
malaria lias come down to 5*5 from an averaj^e of 8*5. Similarly, the 
mortality from clndcra and small-pox has been redmvd to *5 and *1 per 
t}lou^and respectively in 1946 from an average of 1*5 and *5 respectively. 
There is no doubt tliat very ^^reat advance can he achieved in the improvement 
oi public health by ilie dissemination of requisite knowledg'e and instructions 
amoiij^ the iiias>e^ and tlu' jirovision for l*ublic Health Projiaganda in the 
coming year is intended to carry out this objective. 

The Veterinary Pud^ct includes a provision of 10,(10(1 jor additional 
stipends for the studiuits of the Penpal Veterinary ('olleire. 

Under Miseellaiienus Departments mention may he madt* of a provision 
n| 78,0(10 for adilitional jnte j^radnin- par(le^ under th»‘ SpiM'ial Dllicer, dull* 

S Ibices, and of 49,000 tor exparishm of the lb(t\ iindal Sta(i>in al Pui(‘an. 

The total provision tor lh‘\ elopinent Ibo)ects in tin* (•oinin;,i‘ \ear arnonnts 
to lb croio'' Si hikhs out of which o crores -PJ hikhs is m respect of pnulnclive 
sflioiiios fiii.i'iccd h\ loan and 12 ctoirs d2 lakhs i.s in respect <0 non*iirodnet ivr 
"chenM s finaiic.'i] h\ outnoht oranfs lioin (he t’l'iitr'c. .\ppcridi\ II l(» tin* 
iniritei! cop\ (it til!-’ sl.itenn'iil shows tin* d Jst i jhut ion o| these ]>ro\isi<nis 
amonp’ the >ar‘Ioirs inajor' h('ad> of expt'iiditnn* and sets forth the schemes for 
wliich ])i'()vision Ims hemi made. Many of these schemes are (*ontinualions of 
lliose nmb'rtaken in tin* eurn'iit year and as details relatin;^^ to them W(*r*e 
fnllv (‘Xjilained in rny last Pnd^'el statement 1 do not projmse to tax the 
patience of the House by ooirij^Miver tlimn apain. 1 sliaP efintine myself to a 
bind eninin't at ion ot the more ini))ortant of (he m‘w schcmi's toj winch 
inovision lias been made in the Pudp’cl lor 1947-48. 


Salt. 

There i*' a ]»i'ovislon of I lakh 24 thousand for assislinp thf‘ d(‘velopment 
of till* Salt indnstr\ in tin* 1‘rovince Ijn the creation of a Salt l)c\ clopincnl 
Department and the constitution of a Salt Advisory (.’ommittee. 

llUlUiATlON. 

Under Irrigation a sum of 4 lakhs 24 thousind has been provided for liie 
clevelojiment of the Diver Kesearcli Institute. As large scale Irrigation 
projects executed without jiroper model examimition run the risk of turning 
nut unsueeesstul, it is jiroposed to exjiand the River Researeh Institute 
suitably for this purjiose by inoviding it with adequate staff, equijimeni and 
ipjiaratus. 

A sum of 3 lakhs has been firovided for the collection of data with a view 
to the preparation of a Master Plan for the improvement of the* drainage and 
sanitation of Calcutta and its surrounding areas. There is also a provision 
if 3 lakhs for the procurement of launches, steamers, et(., for facilitating 
waterways scheme. 


EiirrATioN. 

Under “Education” the provision for increasing the salaries of Primary 
school teachers has been enhanced from 35 J lakhs in the current year to 
4 lakbs in 1947-48 with a view* to extend .the scope of the concession to 
in trained non-matriculate staff. There is also a provision of P) lakhs for 
he establishment of schools for the training of primary scliool tenchers. It 



BUDGET ESTIMATES FOE 1947-48. [17th Feb., 


is proposed to establish 60 such schools with the ultimate object of producing 
6,000 trained teachers annually for the new primary schools which will 
gradually cover the whole Province. The expenditure during the next year 
will be for the construction of buildings and has therefore been provided 
under “Civil Works’'. 

A provision of 10 lakhs has been made for the establishment of a new 
College of Engineering at Dacca with a further provision of lakhs under 
“Civil Works’’ for requisite buildings. There is also a provision of 10 lakhs 
under “Civil Works’’ and 2 lakhs under “Education” for the development of 
the Ahsanulla School of Engineering at Dacca. 

Another new item which calls for individual mention is the development 
and extension of the Islamia College, Cahaitta. This Institution cannot at 
present accommodate more than hOO students and there is moreover no 
provision for the B.Sc. course in it. It is proposed to move it to a new site 
in the outskirts of the city, to acquire 2,000 acres of land for the purpose and 
to construct necessary buildings, including hostels for the accommodation 
of 2,000 students. A provision of 4 lakhs has been made under “(’ivil 
Works” to cover the cost of acquisition of land required for this project. ^ 

Another item in the Education Budget is a provision of 4 lakhs for 
equipment grants to private Colleges which are at present very poorly 
equipped. 


Medical. 

A provision of 16 lakhs has been included in the Medical Budget with a 
view to ensure that deserving private hospitals are given suitable grants for 
expansion and improvement by the construction of additional buildings, 
increase in the number of beds, improvement of equipment, installation of 
X-ray and Electrocardiograph machines, etc. 

A(1R1 CULTURE. 

Under “Agriculture” a provision of lakhs has been made for the’’ 
salvage of some oOt) dry cows and buffaloes per annum from Calcutta with a 
further 4 lakhs under “Civil Works” f«u‘ e.stai)li>hment ol a iaim at 
Chuadanga w'here the animals will be maintained until they freshen when 
they will be sold back to milkmen in Calcutta. The object of the scheme is 
to prevent slaughter of animals still in their prime. Another new item is a 
provision of 2 lakhs for conducting a systematic survey of soils in different 
parts of the Province for the purpose of obtaining a soil map w’hich is 
essentially necessary for land utilisation, cro|>-})launing, etc. The balance of 
the jirovisions under ‘'Agriculture” is required for continuance of existing 
schemes of which the most imjiortant is the establishment of a Central Live 
Stock Besearch-rai/i-Breeding Station at llaringhata. 

Industries. 

New items under “Industries” include a provision of IJ lakhs for the 
reorganisation of the Bengal Industrial Eesearch Board wdth a view to 
increase the scope of researches under the auspices of the Board. There is 
also a provision of 1 lakh for the establishment of a Technological Station 
for experiments in fish processing and utilisation of fish wastes. 

Civil Works. 

Under “Civil Works” the provision for the Road programme has been 
enhanced from a nominal sum of 8 lakhs in the current year’s Revised to 1 
crore 32 lakhs in the coming year. It is hoped that the special dilficulties' 
encountered in the current year will not stand in the way of the execution 
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tf the programme in the coming year. The remainder of the provision under 
)ivil Works is in respect of laud and buildings required by other 
)epartments for their respective Development Projects. The distribution 
imong the more important Departments is as follows: — 

Medical ... 1 crore 18 lakhs 

Agriculture ... 75 lakhs 

Education ... 30 lakhs 

General Administration ... 20 lakhs 

Industries ... 11 lakhs 

Police ... 10 lakhs 

(At thi.s stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

{After adjournment .) 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, a.s I was saying 
inder “Land Peveinie" tliert‘ is a scheme of far-reaching imi)ortanc.e 
elating h> the .simjtlitication of the existing Ijiind Hcvenim system (d’ the 
fovince on the lines ot the recommendation of the I/and Revenue thjmmissioii. 
'his scheme ainih at the liquidation of tlie I’ermanent Settlement and the 
eplacement of tlie existing zemindary system by an arrangement under 
rhich Governm(‘iit will be brouglit into direct relation.ship with thi‘ actual 
ultivator.s by tiie acquisition of all intervening inieit'sts in agricultural 
amis. The total cost of the .sclieim* is esiimaled at close U]»on S2 ci'ores, 
he bulk cf the exi'ciiditure being for the payment of comjiensation t<^ the 
andlords. So tar as tin* lU'Xt >t‘ar's Hudg<*t is concerned, a jirovision ol 
7 bikhs has been made for the inception of Hevisional Settlement Operations 
n certain districts as a necessary preliminary to a(‘quisition. 

Ml.S( KLL.VNKOrS. 

Under “Misceliaiiecms” the provision for the rehousing of huster 
vtller.s has been enlionced to 35 lakhs against the current year's provision 
t i5 lakhs. Considerable progre.ss has lK*en made towards the execution of 
his important project. The rei^uisite sites have lM*en acijuinfd, maps and 
dans have been drawn uj) and the Calcutta Improvement Trust has been 
sked to take up construction without loss of time. A Housing Board is 
Iso being set up for the administiation of the sclieme for ju'oviding 
ubsidised housing accommodation for the |Miorest claK.ses. 

There is also a new’ provision of 1 lakh for the establishment of an 
mprovement Trust at Chittagong for the improvement of the civic 
menities of the town including drainage, sanitation and general layout. 

An important scheme for w’hich no provision has been included in the 
Judget as the details have not yet been fully w-orked out is the creation of 
Sports Stadium in Calcutta with accommodation for alxiut 75,000 jiersons. 
tn Advisory Committee consisting of the representatives of important 
porting associations in the city ha.s been set u[) for the jmrjiose of advising 
Government as to the layout and other arranigemenfs connected with the 
iroject. It will be a productive enterprise and will as such be financed by 
Dan. 

C.APiTAL Account. 

In the Capital Account provision has been made on an enhanced scale 
or the continuance of all the schemes undertaken in the current year. 

In regard to the Kanchrapara Area Development Scheme a provision of 
0 lakhs has been made in addition to an equivalent provision in the current 
ear’s Revised. 
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I have now placed before the House a brief outline of the more important 
new items included in the Development Programme for the coming year. 
Fuller details will be furnished by my honourable colleagues while moving 
their respective demands for grants. I pro])ose, however, to acquaint the 
House with the financial background of the entire Five-Year Plan which is 
now in almost final sliape. The total commitment involved in the 
implemenlation of the Plan as now drawn up for the different departments 
amounts to 103 crorovS and the recurring liability from the sixth year onwards 
amounts to six cn)res i)er annum. Fifty-three crores out of the estimated 
outlay of 153 crores ref)resents the cost of i)roductive schemes to be financed 
by loans. The ])alance of 100 crores constitutes the commitment in res])ect 
of non-self-financing projects. Out of this, 09 crores is expe(Ted to Ik) covered 
by grants from th(‘ Central lV)st-War Reconstruction Fund, leaving 31 crores 
to he met from the resources of the Province. It is our hope that as a result, 
primarily, of the execution of the Develojmient Programme, the economic 
W('alth of the l*ro\ince will increase to an extent sufficient to provide the 
re(juisite amount from our own resources. 

Tile Budget for the coming year does not include tlie cost of a number 
of schemes which thougli intended to be jmt into o]>eration in 1947-4<S have 
md yet Immui workeil out in sufficient d<‘tail to justify tludr iTudusion in the 
Bud^(‘t. 1 have alread.\ referred to one such sclieme, namely the erection 
of a Sj)orts Stadium in ( alcutla. Among other schemes, the most important 
is the one relating to tlie introduction of free and compulsory primary 
education in six select'd districts, constituting roughly one-fourth of the total 
area of the Proviin e, at an estimated cost of about 3 crores in five years and 
an ultimate nu-urring liability of 80 lakhs per annum. The measure will 
be gradually extimded to other distrieds as more funds become available. 

A third scheme in this category relates to th(‘ development of the Damodar 
Valley Area by means of flood control, irrigation and generation of electrical 
powiT. The (jovernment of India and the Government of Bihar will also 
jiarticipate in tlie (‘iiterprise and jireliminary action is beiiin token in > 
consultation with them to set up a suitable administrative authority for the 
execution of the ])rojt‘ct as early as possible. 

FiN.vNn.vL Results. 

Let me now reiapitulate briefly the financial results of the working of 
the year according to the estimates placed licfore the House. Tlie revenue 
deficit of 13 crores in the current year not only swallows up the opening^ 
balance of 7 A crores hut calls for an extra crores to balance the Budget 
and a further 2A crores as the o])ening halanee for the coming year. The 
didieit for the eoming year has for the ])resent been estimated at 6 crores. 
The total uncovered gap between revenue and expenditure in these two years ’ 
tlierefore, stands at 14 crores. For the pur|xise of our estimates this amount 
has been shown a*! .i .short-term debt hut, ns 1 have sniil, we nre hopiiio* for 
an adequnti' measure of finamdal assistance fnun the (’eiitre to relieve us 
of the d«‘;i(l weight of .such unproiluctive borrowing. 


Why Benom. is Deehit. 

The Bmigal Budget for*1947-48, as 1 said, i.s the 9th deficit budget in 
the years following the Neimeyer Aw^ard which forms the basis of financial 
adjustments bet'W’een the Centre and the provinces. 

While this succession of deficit budgets is attributable generally to 
principles of financial allocation between tbe Centre and the Province, the'^ 
present deficit is fo a great extent due to tbe role which Bengal was called 
ipoa to play as an important military base during World War II. As a 
lime wben other provinces were booming with war profits and war contracts 
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— Bengal, being a major base for operations in the East, was bearing the 
full brunt of inflationary forces and piling up enormous deficits from year to 
}ear. Enemy bombing and widespread panic produced by this bombing 
dislocated business and industry. Requisition of properties disrupted 
normal trade activities. Construction of aeroiiromes and air-strips and 
accommodation for the army led to whole.sale eviction in many areas. Flood 
and tamine at the peak of the war not only hampered normal development 
but resulted in heavily increased expenditure on relief and rehabilitation 
measures. Bengal lias inherited the war-time legacy of damaged roads and 
shuttered bridges \\ hich have now to be repaired for public use. 

Bengal’s chrojiii* financial stringency dates back to the iniquitous and 
uniair financial allocations nnd<*r the Mcston Award, in pre-Autonomy years 
and under the Neinie\er Award in fon'o sinee 19dT-dS. Another factor is 
the I'ernianent Settlement uhich has denieii Bengal very considerable 
amount in the sha])i‘ of land Ut‘venue. 

Sir Otto NiMine^er a})}iroaidied the jiroblem on the assiim]>tion that “at 
the inauguration of i*rovincial Autononi\ each of the jiroviiices should be so 
equipped as to enjo\ a reasonable prosjx'cl ot maintaining iinancial eijiiili- 
brinni and in paiiicnlar the chnuiie (h'liclt into which some of them had 
fallen should Ik* hiought to an end”. Tin* financial position of the jiroviiu'cs 
as it e\isl(‘d at that time w.i> examini*d and it w.is on tlie basis of these 
investigations tliat the amount of .special assistance m*c(‘Hsary in each case 
was determined. 

Immediate financial assistance was also proposed from the beginning of 
I’loMiicial Aiilononiy to (K*rtaiii ptovinc(*s in the form of cash subventions, 
caiic(‘llation of debts iiicuried beiore April, ami distribution of a larger 

share of tlie Jute Tax to jnte-growing jirovinces. The recomniemlations also 
jirovided for ilistribution, by the f’entre, of income-tax so as to relin(|uisli 
50 ]ier cent, of the dlstriliutahh\ total in the intermediate 5 years. 

From Bengal’s point of view the Neimevt'i Award made no attempt 
whate\er to rectily the accunmlat(‘d detieieiieies of prt*- Aiitononi \ years. 
Slie was given 75 lakh.s liy wa\ of immediate assistance and this sum h(*lped 
hei to teiii])orarily lialanee her budget. But no allowaiu'e wjis made for the 
disadvantages viiuler winch she \sa.s labouring in comparison with other 
jiroviiiccs. Moieovcr then* was no assessment of the real needs of the 
diflereiit jiroviiices in terms of common standaids of administration or 
(1evelo])nient. Tims, for instance, although Bengul’.s ])o])iilation at that time 
Mas thiee times tliat of Boinhay. the Award assigned fin* same jH*rcentage of 
im-oiiK'-lax rei'eijits (i.e., ‘JD per <enl. of the divisilile jiool ) to hoth the 
proviiKK's. Another grievaioK* of Bengal is that the Jute Fxport Duty lias 
not been recognised as a Brovincial source of levt'iiue. In tin* jire-Automun v 
<1ays Bengal Mas rec(*iving 50 per c(‘nt. of the net ])roc«‘erlH f)f the l*lx])ort 
l)ui> on jute and the AMard added another l‘J.ti jier cent. dut(‘ being her 
monn}>oI\ ])roduce, Bengal has alM’a\s claimed that the M'ho]<' of the Export 
Duty on thi.s commodity should be assigned to her. 

(ien<*ral]y speaking the paramount considerations before the author of the 
Award M'(‘re the financial stability and solvern-y of the ('entro ami the credit 
of India as a Mlnde. The year 1930 in M’hich the Award wa.s given M’as a 
year of depression and the Centre was fa<-ed with a deficit. At that time 
the Railw’ay Revenues sliow^ed a decline ami Sir Otto Neimeyer admitted 
that the position of Railways was frankly disquieting. \ow that these 
fa(‘tor.s liave ceased to exist and the danger of Centre’s insolvency is remote, 
the revision of financial .settlement as between the Centre and Bengal should 
no longer be deferred. This Province did not get an equitable share under 
the Xeimeyer Aw^ard. 

As against the in^astic and obviously burden.some items a.ssigried to the 
Province, the Centre has all the progressive or elastic and productive sources 
of revenue to itself, an^ Judged In the context of post-war reconstruction 
drive all over India, the Award is entirely out of date. It was framed with 
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the intention of maintaining standards of administration in provinces as 
those existed in J 936. The deficit with which it concerned itself, was really 
the deficit existing then. It did not anticipate the various reconstruction 
measures which popular and responsible ministries would have to undertake 
for general welfare and uplift. 

It is further empliasized, that the provinces liave great tasks ahead in 
qvery deparlment of nation-jbuildiiigL^Ilctivity — in edu cati on, sanitation, 
agr icult ural and industrial development, and that there is room for constant 
increase in the standard of e^enditure even in richest provinces. The 
absence of provisions for large scale reconstruction activities was felt as 
early as lOiU at a conference of Provincial Finance Ministers. The 
Conferenc(‘ l^fT that the most productive smrrces of revenue were with the 
Centre and the provinces were left with unproductive sources. The 
Conference further brought to light the need of funds for i)ro<lnctive or 
deveb)pniental purposes in the provinces. Salaries and cognat(‘ expenses of 
sui'ciior services being guaranteed by the C'oiistitution. th(*re was no room 
for cuts in that direction. The inability of the Provincial (ioverninents to 
financ(* much-ne(*d(‘d projects of economic development or social reform aNo 
came to light at this conference. 

It is hoped that the Government of India will soon scrap this outmoded 
financial arrangement and replace it by a more equitable allocation of 
I’esources to th(‘ Provinces. So long as this <'ss(‘nti:il Tiieasurt* of ndorm is 
not underiak(»n there is no other alternative to nd hor financial assistance 
from year t(» year. 

Mr. NIHARENDO DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of privilege, Sir. 
Is not this portion just read out by the Uon’ble Finance Mini.st(‘r going to 
be circulated to members 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is only for convenience that the speech is circulated 
to members. If the Hon Tile Finance Minister has got anything more to say 
he is not debarred from doing that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: As a matter of convention-^ 

and this is also a ])rivilege of the members — the Finance Ministto’.^ stat(‘- 
ment which is an annual statement and is read out by him is circulated to 
members, so that copies may be made available to members. I suggest, Sir, 
that this portion may as well be circulated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Yes, it will be done. 


Conclusion. 

One last ob.servation and I have done. Never before in the history of 
Province has there l>een such a \;nique opportunity as has now presented 
itself for the economic uplift of our people Tiy the planned development of 
our agriculturjil and industrial resources. An examination of the Budget 
1 which r have just placed hefore tlie House will, I am sure, clearly show 
how earnestly we are endeavouring to utilise this opportunity to the best 
advantage of the Province. The measures included in the Budget are 
conceived in the bo^t and highest interest of the masses whose amelioration 
is the primary objective of all parties. Is it too much to expect in these 
circumstances that thev will receive , the active support of every shade of 
public opinion? The House will, I trust, agree with me when I say that 
this is not a moment for parliamentary obstruction, or a moment for 
approaching vital problems as a matter of party scores; this is a moment 
which calls for a united assault upon the obstacles which impede our progress 
and united endeavour to attain our objective with the minimum loss of time. 
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APPENDIX I. 

Statement I. 

Bengal Budget, 1947-4S. 

(The figures are in thouaands of rupees.) 




1946 

■47. 


Receipts. 

Actuals, 

^ 

^ 

Budget, 

1946-46. 

Budget. 

Revised. 

1947-48. 

Opening Balance 

3.64,81 

7.65,60 

7,06,50 

2,47,01 

Revenue Receipts 

45,66,26 

42,60,06 

38,73,02 

47,07,89 

Receipts from Debt Heads 

1,21.81.54 

1,18.42,49 

1,25,12,85 

1,28,03,78 

Total 

1,71,02,61 

1,68,58,66 

1,71,51,37 

1.78,19,58 


Expenditure, 





Revenue Expenditure 

40,00,47 

62,20,09 

62.01.49 

63,88.03 

Capital Expenditure 

-7,70,74 

2,22,79 

-0,73,90 

-2,24,91 

Expenditure on Debt Hoads 

.. 1,30.47,38 

1,11,48,75 

1,23,76,93 

1,24.82.16 

Closing Balance . . 

7,66,60 

2,06,42 

2,47,91 

1,74,30 

Total 

.. 1,71,02,61 

1,08.68,66 

1.71,61,37 

1,78,19,68 


Net Result. 

Surplus 4- 
Deficit— 

(o) On Revenue Account 

-f 4,95,79 

-9,70,03 

-13,28,47 

-6,20,14 

(5) Outside Revenue Account 

-95,10 

44,70,96 

i 8,10,88 

46,46,53 

(c) Not, excluding Opening Balance 

4-4,00,69 

-4,99,08 

-6,17,59 

-73,61 


Statement II. 



Budget, 

Revised, 

Budget, 


1946-47. 

1946-47. 

1947-48. 

Revenue Receipts . . 

42,60,66 

38,73,02 

47,67,89 

Dedttci — ^Provision for Development Projects 

10,46,01 

6,95,08 

12,41,96 

Basic Revenue 

32,06,66 

31,77.04 

36,25,94 

Revenue Expenditure 

62,20,69 

62,01,49 

63.88,03 

Deduct — Provision for Development Projects 

10,46,01 

6,06,98 

12,41,06 

Basic Expenditure 

41,76,68 

46,06,61 

41,46,08 

Basie Revemia Deficit 

. . -9,70,03 

-13,28,47 

-6,20,14 
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APPENDIX II. 

Development Programme. 

Ahstract. 


A — Revenue Account — 

5 — Salt 

7 — Land Revenue 
10— Forest 
18 — Irrigation 
25 — -General Administration 
2S--,Tails and Convict Settlements 
29 — Police 

37 — Education — General . . 

38— Medical 

39 — I’ublic Healtli 

40 — Agriculture 

41 — Veterinary 

42 — (.b-operation 

43 — Industries — Industries 
43— Industries — C'inchona 

47 — ^Miscellaneous Departments 
50 — ( Uvil INbrks 
57 — Miscellaneous 

Total (Revenue Account) 

11 — Outside Revenue Account — 

68 — Ibnstniction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gat ion, Embankment and Drainage 
Works 

71— Cap it aP out lay on schemes of Agri- 
cultural Improvement and Research 

72— Capital outlay on Industrial Deve- 
lopment . . ^ 

80A — Konchrapara Area Development 
Scheme 

Total (Outside Revenue Account) . . 
Grand Total 


[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 


Budget 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

Revised 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1947-48. 


, . 

1,24 

4,04 

4,44 

36,87 

21,03 

24,78 

34,71 

73,84 

60,36 

1,10,70 

1,17 


2,08 



27 

2.(K) 

13,50 

4,00 

54,76 

45,77 

1,09,22 

2,46,32 

2,40,04 

2 , i «),3o 

76,00 

71,38 

69,82 

41,45 

27,12 

60,62 

1,01 

2,08 

2,74 

4,30 

1,80 

7,65 

31,63 

4,84 

27,54 

3,39 

33 

2,40 

1,03 

86 

1,18 

3,81,85 

1,24,07 

. 4,20,92 

1,01,19 

74,01 

74,64 

10,45,01 

6,95,98 

12,41,95 


70,00 

58,32 

1,43,23 

41,70 

12,3,-> 

45.91 

53,68 

12,45 

1.03,71 


50,00 

50,00 

1,65,38 

1,33,12 

3,42,85 

12,10,39 

8,29,10 

15,84,80 
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[The figures are 
Budget 
Estimate, 
1940-47. 

in thous^mds of rupoes.] 
Revised Budget 

Estimate, Estimate, 

1940-47. 1947-48. 

Organisation of a Salt Development 
Department in liengal 



1,10 

Scheme for a Salt Advisory t'ommittee . . 



8 

Total 



1.24 

7— Land Revenue. 




Simjdifiration of tlie existing Land Pa've- 
nue system on t he basis of t he I.and Re- 
venue ('ornmisaion’s Rej)ort 

4,04 

4,44 

30,87 

10™.Foreft. 




Improvement of communicalions, build- 
ings and water-supply in Oovemrnent 
Forests 

8,22 

0,90 

HI, 72 

Rehabilitation of existing (lovernment 
Forests 

4,92 

0,9-1 

r>,3i 

Afforestation in the district of Nadia 

3,29 

4,90 

r>,l(i 

ConstTvation of privatf; fonvsts and affores- 
tation of private waste lands 

2,ir. 

1,00 

2,22 

Provision for training of technical and other 
j>ers(uinel 

1,08 

r.4 

1,38 

Creation of a Soil Conservation (‘ircle 


3,f>0 

9,53 

Total 

20,79 

24,:>4 

34,32 

< hargrjt in England, 




Creation of a Soil Conservation Circle . . 



15 

Provision for training of technical and 
other personnel 

24 

24 

24 

Total 

24 

24 

39 

Grand Total 

21,03 

24, 7H 

34,71 
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18.-~OthBr Rtvtnue Exptnditurt finanetd from Ordinary Rfvtnut. 

[The figuree are in thousands of rupees.] 


Re-excavation of derelict irrigation tanks 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

30,00 

Revised 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

19,04 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1947-48. 

Minor provincial irrigation and drainage 
schemes 

20,24 

14,38 

67,12 

Relief and rehabilitation irrigation schemes 

10,00 

8,84 


Planning of a comprehensive irrigation 
and drainage scheme for the whole of 
Bengal excepting Western Bengal . . 

.^>,00 

13,07 

23,00 

Excavation and re-excavation of siltcd-up 
small irrigation and drainage chamiels 

5,00 

3,17 

5,00 

Extension of irrigation facilities by con- 
struction of wells, etc . . 

2,08 

1,32 

5,00 

Collection of hydrological data (gauge 
and discharge observation of principal 
rivers and silt and salinity observa- 
tion) in Mymensingh and Eastern 
Divisions 

1,52 

34 

34 

Preparation of a Master Drainage Plan 
for (Calcutta 


20 

3,00 

Development of Rivers Research Institute 



4,24 

Procurement of launches, etc., for water- 
ways scheme 



3,00 

Total 

73,84 

60,36 

1,10,70 

25— Gtnml Adminiitration. 

Appointment of additional Circle Olticers 

1,17 


1,17 

Provision of public address o(iuipment . . 

•• 

•• 

91 

Total 

1,17 


2,08 

28— Jails and Convict Sottlomonts. 

Establishment of a Training Institute for 

Jail staff 



27 

' 29— Polict. 

Increase of self-propelled watercraft for 

I)olice forces in riverine districts 2,00 

6,00 

2,00 

OoDstrnotion of Police buildings 


7,60 

2,00 

ToUl 

2,00 

13,50 

4,00 
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37— Education— Gonoral. 

[The figurtv* arc in thoiwiincU of rupoes.] 

J budget Kevmed Budget 

Estimate, Estimate, Estimate, 
1940-47. 1940-47. 1947 48. 

Increasing the salaries of existing primary 
schoolteachers .. 20.fK) 35,50 54,00 

Encouragonient of Post-graduate research 

10,00 



Immediate improvement of the Bengal 
Engineering (College, Sibpiir 

5,00 

3,00 

6,16 

Ettuipnient and machinery for (iox ernment 
In.stitiitiona 

4,(K) 


4,00 

Further education and technical training of 
ex-servicemen . . 

3,50 


8,36 

Scheme for sending students abroad for 
training in various courses of technology 

98 

78 

25 

grants to Jadavpur College 

2,40 

2,40 

40 

Training abroad of students selected in 
1940-47 

78 

28 

36 

Expansion of girls’ secondary education to 
pro\'ide more matriculates for primary 
school training 

1,50 


5.20 

Strengthening of Hcad(iuarters staff for 
8uper\ision of the new system of educa- 
tion 

1,05 



Expansion of training facilities for graduate 
men and women teachers . . 

67 

26 

32 

Improvement of 50 aclected high schools of 
the province 

65 



Deputation of officers of the Education De- 
partment in connection with jirirnary 
school training 

40 

55 


Training of the staff of primary training 
schools . . . . . . " 

4() 



Appointment of Physical Training Instruc- 
tresses in the Women ’s Training Schools 

8 

8 

8 

Training of nursery school trainers and 
teachers 

5 



Scheme for sending students abroad during 
1947 48 



32 

New College of Engineering, Dacca 



10,38 

Development of Ahsanulla School of 
Engineering, Dacca 


49 

J,91 

Training of staff of Primary Training 
School and of teachers of Nursery School 


51 

6,62 

Girls' High Schools in each subdivision . . 

*’ ' 


1,28 

Equipment for Private Colleges 



4,00 

Total 

51,58 

43,85 

1,03,64 
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37— Education— General— concZ(2. 


[The figureg are in thousands of rupees.] 


('kargtii in EngUind. 

Scheme for sendin^^ students abroad for 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

Revised 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

Budget 

Estimate, 

1947-48. 

trainini* in various courses oftechnoJot'v 
Trainin/ij abroad of students selected in 

1,68 

1,38 

2,80 

1040-47 

Scheme for sending stud(‘ntH a);road during 

1,50 

54 

2,10 

1947-48 



68 

Total 

3,18 

1,02 

5.58 

(i rand Total 

5-1,76 

45.77 

1.00.22 


38— Medical. 

InomiHC' in the nuniluT of hoHpital beds 


and provision of new lusls in rural ansis 
Uehabilitation an<l irnjjrovement (»f existing 

1.7(MM) 

1,70.00 

1.70,00 

hospitals 

EHtablisbinent of a ternfuirarv Medical 
College* at the Lake area in Calcutta with 

25,00 

20.00 

25.00 

a temporarv 1 .OOO-bedded hospital 
Establisbm(‘nt of 'W IL llo.spital at 

10,00 

18.52 

26,(H) 

Kanebrapara . . 

10.76 

10,76 

10,76 

3.88 

Creation of an Ambulance Service 

Conversion of the Medical School at Dacca 
into a Medical College and provision of 

7.54 

6,60 

500 additional betls 

6,80 

6,85 

13,26 

Control and prevention of venereal diseases 
Improvement of the Indian Mental 

3,07 

3,07 

4,0{> 

Hospital at Kanchi 

Chindren’s Ward in Culcutta Medical 

1,83 

1,83 

2,68 

College 

Improvement of nursing system and estab- 

64 

40 

96 

lishment of a Bengal Nursing Service . . 
Study leave e\- India to the ollicers of the 

38 

29 

1,29 

Bengal Medical Service (Upper) 
Improvement of Bharmacy and Pharmacy 

30 

10 

10 

training 

Coinersion of the Oxmpbcll Me<lical 
School, Calcutta, into a Medical College 

10 


40 

and provision (d 100 additional beds . . 
Grant to private Medical Institutions for 
expansion, rehabilitation and improve- 

• * 

• ' 

60 

ment 

•• 


16,00 

Total 

% 

Charge-* in England. 

Study leave ex-India to the oflicers»of the 

2,46,32 

2,39.32 

2,74,93 

Bengal Medical Service (Upper) 


72 

42 


errand Total . . 2,40,32 2,40,04 2,75,35 
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[Tho figureB 

aro in thouswids of rupees.] 


Budget 

Rev ist^l 

Hudget 


Est imate, 

Estimate, 

Estimate, 


194(1-47. 

1040 47. 

1047-48. 

Rural w’ater-suppl^ scheme . . 


45, (M) 

45, IH) 

\^’ater-suppIy and drainagi* in municipal 
OJeus 

20,00 

2:{.(K) 

15,(K1 

Malaria control (includini; intensive malaria 
control in tlie frinL^e of Salt Water Lake 
area) 

:boo 



Maternit \ and Child Welfare. 

Loo 

1,50 

2.(K) 

Creation of a Ihihlie Healtli xXntrition 
Orpin isal ion .. 

l.(KI 

l.(M) 

13 

Estahli.>hinent of t ^\o Leper (’olonies— 

(ai At 1‘ankura 



(/>) At rVardhoba 


S8 

2,75 

Malariacontrolin II(‘nL'al 



00 

Mala?’i:i control in tlie friuL'c area of the 
Salt Lak(* 


1,(M) 

2,08 

Total 

.70,00 

71.38 

00,82 

40— Agriculture. 

Establishment of a (’entral Lnestock 
Res(‘arch-ru/c-Rreeding station .. l!i,rM 

15.(»5 

15,74 

Improvement of livestock industry 

0,70 

3,25 

10, (K) 

Kx])ansion of the Bengal Agricultural 
Institute, . Dacca 

3,7a 


3,73 

Goat multiplication scheme .. 

3,02 

2,00 

40 

Expansion of Agricult ural Research 

3,00 

03 


Organisation of the Horticultural Section 
for develojiing the fruit and fruit 
products industry 

2,02 

1,28 

5,22 

Establishment of a Livestock Breeding 
Farm at Kalirnpong 

1,03 

50 

1,74 

Training of lower technical personnel 

1,03 

24 

1,75 

Exjiansion of the Department of Agricul* 
tural Marketing 

1,50 

1,04 

3,00 

Sugarcane research 

1,41 

38 

1,14 

Expansion of the District Agricultural 
staff for intensified work in demonstra- 
tion, etc. 

1,40 

HO 

0,00 

Establisliment of Agricultural Centres for 
training of ex-soldiers 

80 


2,00 

Establishment of a five-acre potato breed- 
ing station 

04 


50 

Development of jiublicity and propaganda 
organisation of the Agriculture Depart- 
ment 

30 

24 

71 

Expansion of the commodity grading 
centres 

38 

10 

35 
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40 — Agrieuiiurt— c(mcZ(2. 

[The figuree are 

in thouaandB of rupees.] 


Budget 

Revised 

Budget 


Estimate, 

Estimate, 

Estimate, 


1946-47. 

1946-47. 

1947-48. 

Purchaae of tenta for touring oificera 

34 

22 

7 

National Park 

10 


25 

Provision of Plant Protection ataff 

9 

6 

45 

Encouragement of the cultivation of fodder 
crops 

6 

4 

2,81 

Soil survey of Bengal 



2,00 

Salvage of dry cows from Calcutta 



2,70 

Total 

41,45 

27,12 

60,62 

41>~Vttarinary. 

Provision of better facilities for veterinary 
aid in Calcutta and its suburbs 

64 

35 

47 

Expansion and reorganisation of the Ben- 
gal Veterinary (College and of Veterinary 
Vaccine Section . . . . 

37 

2,33 

27 

Reorganisation of the Veterinary service in 
Bengal 



2,00 

Total 

1,01 

2,68 

2,74 





42 — Co-oparation. 

Reorganisation of the staff of the (^o-oper- 

ative Department . . . . 4,00 

1,50 

7,65 

Development of Co-operative Irrigation 
Societuw 

30 

30 


Total 

4,30 

1,80 

7,65 


— 



43- Induitries— Industries. 

Expansion of the Department of Fisliories 
in Bengal . . . . . . 8,20 

75 

6,00 

Reorganisation of the Department of Seri- 
culture. 

Reorganisation of existing seven nurseries 
and creation of nine new nurseries for 
research in mulberry cultivation, etc. 

1 

7,!)0 


3,50 

Reorganisation of the Peddie Reeling 
Institute, Malda. % 

Sericultural Development . . . . ^ 

Reorganisation of the Bengal Textile 
Institute, Seram pore 

4,34 


2,50 

Reorganisation of the Ceramic Institute, 
Calcutta 

2,91 

55 

2,70 

Expansion and reorganisation of the Bengal 
Tanning Institute 

2,46 


3,00 
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43— IniuitriM— IniuilriM. 



Budget 

Revised 

Budget 


Estimate, 

Estimate, 

Estiinate, 


1946.47. 

1946-47. 

1947.48. 

Appointment of Power Engineers and staff 




for development of electricity 

Sending abroad selectetl oflficials of the 

1,86 

1,60 

1,83 

Department to receive training in 
specific subjects 


10 

10 

Reorganisation of the Department of 
Industries, iiengal 

Establishment of a Bengal Sericultural 

87 

37 

91 

Training Institute 

84 

. . 

80 

Development of tank fisheries in Iiengal 

80 

1,09 

83 

Fish Culture and Malaria 

Development of fisheries in the Sunderbans 

32 

32 


. Abad areas 

Establishment of a Technological Station 

13 

9 

49 

for experiments in fish-processing, etc. 

, , 

, , 

1,00 

Location of Industries Office 

Reorganisation of the (io\ernment silk 


9 

40 

conditioning House 

Reorganisation of the Iiengal Industrial 

• • 

•• 

74 

Research Board 

•• 

»• 

1,60 

I Vital 

30,63 

4,54 

26,68 

Charges in England. 




lending abroad selected officials of the 




Department to receive training in specific 
subjects 

1,00 

30 

86 

Grand Total 

31,63 

4,84 

27,54 

43— InduttriM— Cinchona. 



Increased production of quinine 

3,39 

33 

2,40 

47— Miscillanoous Oopartmonti. 



Establishment of a conciliation machinery 
for settling industrial disputes. 
Development of Trade Unions on sound 




lines 

Opening of new Labour Welfare Centres 

' 83 

83 

88 

and improvement of existing ones 
Establishment of a Labour Advisory 




Board 

12 

3 

20 

Publication of a Labour Journal 

8 

•• 

10 

Total 

1,03 

86 

1,18 


20 
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50— Civil Works. 

Original Workt--Buiidingt. 

[The figuree are in thousands of rupees.] 
Budget Revised Budget 

Estimate, Estimate, Estimate, 

1946-47. 1946-47. 1947-48. 

General Administration. 


Reconstruction of District and Subdivi- 
sional offices 

6,00 

2,50 

5,12 

Construction of buildings for Circle offices 
and residences of Circle officers and their 
staff 

•• 

25 

15,14 

Jails. 

Improvement of Jails 

6,00 

3,76 

5,00 

Establishment of a Training Institute for 

Jail staff 



10 

Police. 

Construction of Police buildings 

12,00 

4,50 

10,00 

Education. 

Training of the staff of Mmary Training 
Schools and of teachers of Nursery 
School 

15,00 

1,50 

1,50 

Expansion of girls’ secondary education to 
provide more matriculates for Primary 
school training 

2,50 



Improvement of 60 selected High Schools 

1,00 


•• 

Buildings for the Dacca Intermediate Col- 
lege 

60 

•• 

•• 

New College of Engineering, Dacca 

•• 

•• 

3,50 

Development of AhsanuUa School of En- 
gineering, Dacca 

. . 

. . 

10,00 

Schools for the training of primary' school 
teachers 

. . 


10,00 

Expansion of training facilities for^a- 
duate men and women teachers 

. • 

. . 

1,00 

Development of Islamia College 

•• 

•• 

4,00 

Immediate improvement of Islamia Col- 
lege 


76 

• • 
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60 — Civil Worfct— 


Medical. 

Increase in the number of hospital beds 
and provision of new beds in rural 
areas 

Rehabilitation and improvement of exist- 
ing hospitals 

Conversion of tlie Medical School at Dacca 
into a Medical College and provision of 
500 additional btxls 

Conversion of the Campbell Medical 
School, Calcutta, into a Medical College 
and provision of 100 additional Ikm^Is , . 
I*rovision of an infectious diseases hospital 
in Calcutta 

Establishment of T. B. hospitals — 

(a) At Amulia 
{b) At Kanchrapara 

Improvement of nursing system and es- 
tablishment of a Bengal Nursing Service 
Establishment of a temporary Mt‘dical ('ol- 
lege in the J-ake area in Calcutta with a 
temporary' 1,(KK) bedded hospital 
Creation of an Ambulance Service 
Improvement of Pharmacy and Pharmacy 
Training 

Increase in the number of rural dispen- 
saries 

Public Health. 

Establishment of Leper Colonies — 

(a) At Peardhoba 

(b) At Bankura 

Agriculture. 

Establishment of a C'entral Livestock Re- 
search-cMw-Breeding station 
Provision of seed stores at each thana 

Headquarters 

Expansion of Bengal Agricultural Insti- 
tute, Dacca 
Sugarcane research 
Training of lower technical personnel 
Establishment of a Livestock Breeding 
Farm at Kalimpong 

Establishment of Agricultural Centres for 
training of ex-soldiers 
Organisation of the Horticultural Section 
for developing the fruit and fruit pro- 
ducts industry 

Establishment of four livestock breeding 
farms for breeding stud-bulls, ete. 
Salvage of dry cows from Calcutta 


[Tho figuTPfl in thoiistmd8 of rupees.] 

Budget 

Revised 

Budget 

Estimate, 

Estimate, 

Estimate, 

1946-47. 

1946-47. 

1947-48. 


40,00 

33,97 

40,00 

20,00 

6,79 

10,00 

20,00 

2,55 

5,00 

20,00 

42 

20,00 

15, (K) 

8,13 

15,00 

10,00 

17 

10,40 

3,00 

2,12 

1,00 

3,00 

9 

4,50 

2,(K) 

1,70 

1,00 

1,(K) 

34 

1,20 

50 


4,50 



5,00 


3,tK) 


5,70 

2,00 

1,00 

1,65 


45,00 

21,00 

20,00 

11,00 

2,25 

20,00 

7,27 


7,27 

6,83 

2,43 

3,43 

6,31 

23 

4,15 

0,25 

1,50 

3,44 

2,70 

46 

4,00 

2,10 

36 

3,75 


16,00 

4,50 


4,12 
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60— Civil WorkB-^eoncld. 

[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 
Budget Revised Budget 

Estimate, Estimate, Estimate, 

1946-47. 1946-47. 1947-48. 

Veterinary. 


Expansion and reorganisation of the Ben- 
gal Veterinary College and of Veterinary 
Vaccine Section 

6,00 


2,00 

Reorganisation of the Veterinary Services 
in Bengal 


. . 1,70 

Industries, 

Reorganisation of the Department of Seri- 
culture .. 

Reorganisation of existing seven nurseries 
and creation of nine new nurseries for 
research in mulberry cultivation, etc. 

► 6,00 


6,00 

Reorganisation of the Peddie Reeling Ins- 
titute, Malda 

Serioultural Development . . . . ^ 

Expansion and reorganisation of the Ben- 
gal I'anning Institute 

2,73 


1,00 

Reorganisation of the Bengal Textile Insti- 
tute, Sorampore 

1,86 

10 

1,90 

Reorganisation of the Ceramic Institute, 
Calcutta 

85 

20 

2,60 

Establishment of a Bengal Sericultural 
Training Institute 

76 

.. 

76 

Miscellaneous. 

Peace-time Fire Service 

4,00 

40 

9,00 

Original Works^Communications. 

Construction and improvement of Provin- 
cial Highways, Major District Roads, 
etc. 

92,10 

8,00 

1,32,00 

Total 

3,81,85 

1,24,07 

4,20,92 

57— Mitccilancout. 

Purchase of surplus military stores . . 60,00 

30,00 

20,00 

Peace-time fire service 

36,19 

29,01 

18,64 

Rehousing of bustee-dwellers 

16,00 

16,00 

35,00 

Establishment of an Improvement Trust 
at Chittagong 

1,00 

Total 

1,01,19 

74,01 

74,64 


CC— Capital Actount of IrrigaCon, Navigation, 
Embankmont and Drainagt Works outsldo 
ttio Rovtnut Account, 

H— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works. 

Mor Reservoir Project 


70,00 


68,32 


1,43,23 
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FF — ttivil Adminiitration — Capital Aceaunti eutiidt tlit Ravanua Acawnt, 
7t— Capital autl'ay an lehamai at Agricultural Impravamant and Raaaareh. 



[The figures are 

in thousands of rupees.] 


Budget 

Revised 

Budget 


Estimate, 

Estimate, 

Estimate, 


1946-47. 

1946.47. 

1947-48. 

Establishment of 28 Seed Multiplication 
Farms 

35,33 

8.55 

43,00 

Establishment of a Jute Seed Multiplica- 
tion P^arm 

6,04 

3,50 

2,51 

Creation of a Works and Ihiildin^s Section 
under the Directorate of Agriculture . . 

33 

30 

40 

Total 

41,70 

12,35 

45,91 

72— Capital outlay on Industrial 
Development. 

North Calcutta Rural Electrification 
Scheme 

20,23 

5,20 

43,80 

Participation in the (Jo\ eminent of India 
Scheme for manufacture of fertilisers . . 

lo.tM) 


15,00 

Industrial Centres 

12,63 

2.25 

40,50 

Exploitation of coastal and estuarine 
fisheries and provision of tishint» tieet . . 

5,82 

5,00 

4,41 

Total 

53,68 

12,45 


HH.— Capital Account of Civil Works and 
Miscellaneous Public Improvements 
outside the Revenue Account, 

80A — Kanchrapara Area Development 
Scheme. 

Kanchrapara Area Development Scheme 


50,00 

50,00 

Adjournment. 


m .1 


The Hou.se vas then .'Kljourned at 7-5 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on Tuesdayi 
the 18th February, 1947, at the Asseiiiblv House, Calcutta. 



[ 18 th Eeb., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
18th February, 1947, at 4-30 p.m. 


Pressnt: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Nukul Amin) in the Chair, 9 Hon^ble 
Ministers and 210 members. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Improvement of cottage and salt industries in Chittagong distriol. 

•66. Mr. ALI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Industries Department be pleased to state what steps the 
Government contemplates taking for the improvement of cottage industry 
and salt industry in Chittagong district? 

(6) Is the Hon ’bio Minister aware that cotton-ginning by hand machine 
and net-making by hand is a popular cottage industry there? 

(c) Is it a fact that popular opinion demands improved type of hand- 
ginning machine for the district? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Governmeut 
propose to introduce the improved machine as demanded hy the public? 

(e) Is there any pending project for introducing industrial institutions 
in the rural areas of the district? If so, when? 

Minister-in-oharge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) As regards cottage industries, it is 
in contemplation to bring about an all-round improvement in these by — 

{i) reorganising the working of the demonstration parties o])erating 
in tho district with the introduction of new methods of produc- 
tion and expansion of the scope of training imparted by them; 

(it) reorganising the working of the aided schools in the district W'ith 
tlie oi)ening of a Commercial Section so as to enable the trainees to 
get an opportunity of working under commercial conditions; 

(m) designing and introducing labour saving devices amongst the 
cottage workers as also alternative types of raw materials so as 
to bring down the cost of production ; 

(it?) reorganising the working of the Moving Exhibition with a view io 
making it a more useful instrument of service to the rural people; 
and 

(i?) rendering technical advice and guidance to the workers in all 
matters of their difficulties. 

As regards the salt industry, several schemes, to wit (1) creation of a 
Salt Advisory Committee, (2) establishment of a Government Salt Factory 
and (3) establishment of a Salt Institute have been devised to ens^e an 
ordered development of the industry on factor^^ as well as cottage basis. It 
is also in contemplation to reorganise the existing salt warehouses in the 
Chittagong district with a view to facilitating collection of indigenous salt. 

(h) Yes. 
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(c) There has been some demand for an improved type of hand-ginning 
machine in the district. 

(d) Steps towards designing and introducing the machine will be taken 
up as soon as the Industries Directorate is provided with proper staff as 
envisaged in the scheme for the reorganisation of the Directorate now under 
consideration of Government. 

(c) As stated above, a number of schemes are being worked out to bring 
about an all-round economic improvement of the rural workers of the 
district. It is also in contemplation to start a Leather Trade School in the 
district. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERill: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that for a long time the All-India 
Spinners’ Association and several other similar organisations are working 
in the district of Chittagong with a view to organise hand spinning and 
hand weaving within that district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: My friend has given me 
the information. Let me take it as such. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plwi^pd to enquire into the matter and try to improve the condition of these 
organisations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government will consider 
that. 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government is prejjared to abolish the tux on salt as a production 
of cottage industries charged at the rate of three annus? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I do not know, but 
certainly Government will look into the matter and will try to remove the 
grievances, if any. 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to vstate 
whether Government i.s j»repared to supply frying pans and other necessary 
articles at cheap price to tlie manufacturers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: G overnmcnt will give 
every possible aid for these things. 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether (joveriirnent will make arrangement for purcliase of all salt brought 
to the warehouse on cash payment at a fixed price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That will come under the 
Warehouse scheme. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether, since the tabling of this question, anything has been 
done to bring about all-round improvements in the cottage industries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The answer is quite clear. 

I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAY: With reference to answer 
(a), will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state what improvement has 
been effected in the matter of distribution of yarn to the cottage industry 
weavers ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The yarn does not come 
within the purview^ of the Industries Department, but all the same the 
honourable member perhaps knows the difficulties the country is passing 
through so far as the supply of yarn is concenied. This much I can say that 
whenever the position improves, the yarn will be supplied. 
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Mr. ALI AHMED CHOWDHURY: With reference to answer (a)(?) 
to will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to give us a definite idea as to 
when he is going to give effect to all these things ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED; I am sorry I cannot give a 
definite idea, hut it will he put into effect as soon as possible. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE; With reference to 
answer (c), will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to consider the desirability 
of supplying an improved type of hand-ginning machine? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Government will consider 
the matter. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Tlon^hle Minister be pleased 
to give us an idea as to the schemes which have already been worked out 
for bringing about an all-round economic improven)ent of the rural areas? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Tliat is a very wide question. 

Mr. ALI AHMED CHOWDHURY: With reference to answer (d) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be ])leased to state when proper staff will be available 
for the introduction of the improved type of machine? 

Th0 Hon’bls Mr, SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: As will be found froni'^the 
answer, w(^ are liaving a new Din'ctorfite ; and the moment the Directorate 
is complete, the supply of this thing will l)e arranged for. 

Mr. AHMED KABIR CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to supply 
any improved ly])e of hand-ginning macliiiu,' in the district? 

The Hon’blo Mr, SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: It will be found from the 
answer that Government have noted that there is a demand for an improved 
type of hand-ginning machine in the district. 

Mr, FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whetlier any such machine has been given a trial in Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I am sorry, I cannot 
answer offhand. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if during the period of his administration tie weavers in 
Chittagong are getting le.ss yarn for weaving? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED; I cannot say. 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that such 
people of Chittagong like the Arakane.se and the Buddhists who live entirely 
by cottage industries and weaving get only lU oz. instead of 10 oz. of yarn 
a week which enable them to work for only ten days instead of thirty days 
in a month ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I am sorry, I am not aware 
of that. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the people of Chittagong are getting only about 
5 /8th pounds of 5’arn a month ?^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 cannot say offhand. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Witli reference to answer (rf), will the 
Hon’ble Alinister be pleased to describe in brief the scheme of reorganisa- 
tion of the Directorate that is under consideration of Government? 
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Th0 Hon’ble Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Directors, Deputy 
Directors and Assistant Directors will be appointed on specific duties and 
then they will go in for other works. 

Mr. Ni8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the ouestions put by 
Mrs. Nellie Sen Gupta and Mr. Mihir Lai Chattopadhyay, does the Hon’ble 
Minister think it desirable to enquire into the matter and grant relief to the 
weavers who are suffering i* 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That will be considered. 

Mr, MD, KHUDA BUKH8H: In view of the answer just given that it 
is not the concern of the InduwStries Department to supply yarn to the cottage 
industries 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED : Yarn comes under the 
purview of (he Civil Supplies Department. 

Mr. MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider tho 
desirability of transferring the supply of raw^ materials to the Industries 
Department, tlio technical department concerned i* 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That will be considered. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: With reference to answer (a), 
will the 11 on’ble Minister b(' ]deased to slate whether the sup])lieH contem- 
plated for tile imj)rovement of cottage industries aro meant for the Chitta- 
gong district or for any other district^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The question was ineunt 
for tho Chittagong distric't and the reply is there. 

Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: With reieremr to answer (r) 
where it is stated that a mnnbei ot scheiiu's ar(* laong woiked out to bring 
about an all-roiiml e('nnoniie jnifuovmnenl, will the lloiriih* Minisler be 
pleased (o slate when tin* sidiemes are eNpe<‘te<l to come into being and who 
are working out these sclienies'r 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: In course of a couple ot 
months. 


Mr. 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Who are woiking out these 
schemes 'i 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The Industries Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state 
how' long Government will take for starting the Leather Trade School in 
Chittagong ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AK^ED: Government wanted to 
start the Leather Trade School long before but owing to the exigencies of 
the war, as the honourable member knows, it was held up. It will be taken 
up as soon as possible. 

Appointment and disoharge of 8]. Rabindra Mohan Datta. 

*67. Mr. ARUN CHANDRA 8INCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Indu.stries Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if Sj. Kabindra Mohan Datta was an officer of the Government of 
Bengal in the Industries Department from April, 19*17 to Janu- 
ary, 1944; 



m QUESTIONS. [18th Feb., 

(b) if during his term of office he was confirmed to his post in 1941 ; 

(c) if it is a fact that the said confirmation order of the Hon’ble Minister 

was not communicated to him in 1941 ; 

(d) if it is also a fact that he was suddenly discharged from his office 

without any proper notice on 2nd February, 1944; 

(e) if the reply to the above is in the affirmative, what were the grounds 

for that sudden discharge and whether those grounds were 
personal ones; 

(/) if it is true that said Sj. Datta made a memorial to His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal on the 2nd April, 1945, alleging the real 
causes of his dismissal and seeking redress ; 

(g) whether the Governor of Bengal passed orders on his said memorial 

after enquiry and communicated the order to the Secretary, 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries, within 6th 
April, 1945; and 

(h) if the reply to the al)ove is in the affirmative, what was the order 

passed by His Excellency the Governor of Bengal and what action 
has been taken on that order 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: {a) and (/) Yes. 

(h) No. As the post he was then holding was a temporary one the ques- 
tion of his confirmation in it did not arise. 

(f), (c) and (h) Do not arise. 

(d) As the j)ost to which he was appointed was sam'tioned for a specific 
j)eriod, he was discharged on the expiration of the jieriod of his appointment 
as a matt(‘r of course; and as sindi the (juestion of his being .served with a 
notice of discharge did not arise. 

(//) No. As the memorial did not break any n(‘w ground it was forwarded 
by the ]*rivate Secretary to His Excellency the Governor to this Department 
for disj)Osal. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the said Rahindra Mohan Datta was appointed to a permanent 
post when he was first appointed in April, 1937, as Botanical Officer to the 
Sericulture Department ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The answer is conclusive. 
His apj>ointment was a temporary one. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that in May, 1942, he was transferred from a substan- 
tive post to a temporary post as Assistant to the Works Supplies Depart- 
ment under the Supply Department P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot add to what 1 
have already said. 

CHANDRA 81 NH A. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
T? memorial the said Rabindra Mohan 

Hatta alleged that he was discharged because he did not agree to an unfair 
reouest made by Mr. S. C. Mitter in his private capacity as Director of 
Industries. 

The Hon'bl* Mr. SHAMSUDOIN AHMED: That is not a fact. 



1947.] 


QUESTIONS. 


ao3 

Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Miniater be pleased 
to etate if the temporary post held by Mr. Datta has been abolished or any 
other person appointed to the post ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; The post was a temporary 
one and the gentleman has gone away from that post. That’s all. 

Measures for improvement of soil fertility in Bengal. 

*68. Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the average yield of paddy per acre, district by district, in (i) North 
Bengal, (ii) East Bengal, (Hi) Central Bengal, and (tv) Western 
Bengal ; 

(h) the ureas of cultivable lands lying uncultivated and fallow, district 
by district; 

(c) whether there has been any general deterioration in soil fertility and 

consequent deterioration in the yield of food crops in the cultivated 
area.s ; and 

(d) what efforts are being made to implement the re(M)imnendations of 

the Famine Commission to imi»rove the soil fertility in Bengal? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): 

(a) A statement showing the average yield of different varieties of paddy ia 
placed on the Table. 

(If) A statement showing the areas of cultivable lands but not yet brought 
under <‘ultivation is placed on the Table. No exact figure regarding current 
fallows can be given as the acreage of such lands varies according to season 
from anything like 8 lakhs to 4o lakhs in the whole Province 

(c ) Th(*re is n(» evidence' to show that then* ha.'. Ijcen a general deteriora- 
tion of soil fertility. It is j)o.ssible that in some areas this may have been the 
case but no details can Itei given until a IVovinctvwide .soil survey is made. 

(d) It is the policy of Government to intensify the distribution of manure 
and fertilisers as the.se are the prineijuil means by which tl»c fertility of the 
eoil can be inerea.sed in the shorte.st time. The following lable wdll show 
the quantities of oilcakes sold at controlled rates and chemical and other 
fertilisers distributed at subsidi.sed rates during P)4r)-4b and the largcds fixed 
foi 194C-47 : — 

1945 46. 1946.47. 

Bonemeal . . 27,022 mauncU 150,000 maundH 50 por cont. aubBidy. 

Oilcake . . 300,221 maunda 521,000 maunds At controlled rate. 

Ammoniuin sulphate 6,185 tons 7,600 tons 60 per rent, subsidy. 

Ammonium phosphate 668 tons 3,000 tons 25 por cent, subsidy. 

Green manuring — 

Sun-hemp 10,000 maunds ") 

'free distribution. 

Dhainoha .... 400 maunds 

Village compost . . 1,222,600 maimds 2,400,000 maunds At nominal prioe. 

Town refuse compost 25,000 tons 36,000 tons At nominal price. 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 68, 

AvEBAGB YIET.D PEK ACEE of DIFFEEENT VAEIETIBS OF PADDY IN BENGAL. 


Districts. 


Atu. 

Aman. 

Boro. 



Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

(1) 24-Pargana8 


1,579 

2,237 


(2) Nadia 


1,309 

1,386 


(3) Murshidabad 


1,382 

1,760 

1,866 

(4) Jessoro 


1,615 

1,979 

1,306 

(5) Khulna 


1,218 

1,682 

1,734 

(6) Hurd wan 


1,658 

1,574 

1,850 

(7) Birbhum 


1,566 

1,821 


(8) Bankura 


1,389 

1,925 


(0) Midnaporo 


1,434 

1,402 

1,322 

(10) llooghly 


1,373 

1,512 

1,200 

(11) Howrah 


1,211 

1,672 


(12) RajHhahi 


1,514 

1,408 

1,926 

(13) Dinajpur 


1,240 

1,821 

1,613 

(14) Jalpaiguri 


1,237 

1,631 


(Ifl) Darjeeling 

•• 

1,232 

1,432 


(10) Kangpur 


1,646 

1,364 

2,037 

(17) Hogra 


1,427 

1,566 


(18)rabna 


1,206 

1,213 

1,310 

(19) Malda 


1,477 

1 222 

1,733 

(20) Dacca 


1,512 

1,606 

1,198 

(21) Mymenaingh 


1,136 

1,400 

1,662 

(22) Faridpur 

•• 

1,367 

1,461 

1,660 

(23) Bakarganj 


1,331 

1,766 

1,555 

(24) Chittagong 


1,640 

1,738 

1,558 

(25) Tippera 


1,531 

1,654 

1,856 

(20) Noakhali 


1,386 

1,237 


(27) Chittagong Hill Tracts 


1,310 

1,266 


Average for Bengal ^ 


1,382 

1,598 

1,600* 

Average for Bengal 


1,437 

1,632 

1.794t 


1 mBimd»82l lbs. 


*Aeoordixig toibe quinquemuBl report for 1937-38 to 1941-42. 
fAverage of preceding three qninqueiininm. 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (h) of starred question No, i 

Districts. 

Cultivable but 
uncultivated land 

(in acres). 

(1) 24-Parganas 

141.000 

(2) Nadia 

213,000 

(3) Murshidal>ad 

75,(H)0 

(4) Jessorc 

188,000 

(5) Khulna 

112.000 

(fi) Burdwan 

127, 0(K) 

(7) Birbhum 

81,000 

(8) Baiikura 

227,000 

(9) Midnapore 

277. (KK) 

(10) Hooghly 

34,000 

(11) Howrah 

12,000 

(12) Rajshahi 

84.000 

(13) Dinajpur 

175,000 

(14) Jalpaiguri 

137,000 

(15) Darjeeling 


(10) Itangpur 

107,000 

(17) Bogru 

21,000 

(18) Pabiia 

75,000 

(19) Mabla 

7<booo 

(20) Dacca 

39,000 

C21) Myiucnhingb 

210,000 

(22) Fari(lj)ur 

103,000 

(23) llakurguiij 

04,000 

(24) Chittagong 

57, (MK) 

(25) Tijipera 

29, (HK) 

(20) Noakhali 

47,000 

(27) Chittagong Hill Tracts 

442,880 

Total 

... 3,159,880 


Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon bio Minister be 
pleased to state why of all districts in Bengal, Pahna is the lowest as regards 
the production of the aman paddy? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: That is a matter of expert opinion. 

a r. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 

eased to state the source of information with regard to the average 
yield per acre, as shown in the statement in reply to clause (a) ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: These figures are obtained from the Collectors 
of districts where Circle OflScers prepare crop survey reports and also depart- 
mental officers prepare their own reports. All these reports are subnutted 
to the Director of Agriculture’s office where an Assistant is there to compile 
and check all ^ose figures. 
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Dr, 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERill: Will the Son’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what efforts have been made by the Government during the 
last one year to increase the produ^Jtive capacity of the Pabna district aa 
regards the aman crop ? . 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: 1 refer the honourable member to my 
•newer (d). 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased fo state if his attention has been drawn to a remark in the Agricul- 
tural Statistics of India, 1938-39, page 313-314, issued by the Government 
of India that as a result of experiments conducted, the average fertility of 
Bengal for each variety of rice has been fixed at a lower rate than at the 
previous quinquennium? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have not seen any such report. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: In the light of the answer given in (c), 
does the Hon’])le Mijjister think it necessary that there is necessity for a 
province- wide soil survey for Bengal? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, as the honourable nieml:)ers are aware, the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has already given an indication in his yesterday’s 
budget speech that a sum of lls.2 lakhs haa been allotted for such a scheme. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea8e<l to state what effort has been made by Government during the last 
year to bring under acreage the uncultivated and fallow lands of Bengal? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Government is making an attempt to acquire 
waste lands to bring them under cultivation. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the area of cultivable waste land is based upon 
the district settlement records ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No. On the result of the complete enumeration 
held by the Department in 1944. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: TO 

R average yield of paddy per acre in Bengal TO c*f'8?n <3^^ ^>^8^ 

TO average ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: It has been done accordffig to the quinquennial 
report. The question did not specify any period for which the acreage was 
called for. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: to 

R departmentij oflicer ^ 3 ^^ voucher TOi up-to-date oTQ^n ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The up-to-date figure is not at present ready. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: With reference to the answer in the 
statement under (</) where it is said that 10,000 maunds of Sun-hemp and 
400 maunds of Dhaincha have been distributed freely, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state who was the recommending officer, and whether 
any supervision was made and who w’as the officer who was personally 
concerned ? ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou are putting two many questions together. Please 
split up your questions. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
atate on whose recommendation free distribution was made? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: On the recommendation of D.O. 
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Mr* A. Fi STARK* Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state if 
(he area of cultivable land includes grazing land? 

Mft ABDUL KARIM; I think it includes grazing land. 

Mr. A. F, STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleuvsed to state if he 
does not consider that the grazing laud should remain as grazing land? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM : Yes, that i.s necessary. 

Mr. SYED MAHAMMAD AFZAL; Is the llcm'ble Minister aware 
that these figures are gatheied by the Circle OMicers throtigli the village 
chaukidars ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: lam not aware of that. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIAS: With reference to the 
answer regarding average yield of different varieties of paddy, is the Ilon'blo 
Minister aware of the fact that paddy has failed in the area covering 500 
to buO villages in the western part ot the Bogra District owing to attack by 
dangerous and harmful insects? Will he be jijeased to Mato whether 
Government have found (uit any rcunedy to save jiaddy from further attacks? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: 1 do not think this question arises out of the 
main question. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: AVill the Hon'ble Minister bo pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the average yield jier aero of different varieties of 
paddy in Bengal as also the area ot cultivable but uncultivated land given 
in the Agricultural statistics of the (lovernineiit of India are quite different 
from those given here? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No; I do not think so. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Is it or is it not a fact that the 
Provincial Government as alleged in the Guide of current financial statistics 
issued by the Government of India siipjdies these figures to the Government 
of India on whirli basis these reports are issued? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have no information. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Is the Eon'blc Minister 
aware that for want of oilcakes and chemical fertilisers, agricultural condi- 
tion of the Province is deteriorating? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: 1 cannot say whether it is due to that, but there 
are great demands for the.se f<‘rtiliserH. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Is the Hon’hlo Minister aware 
that mucli of the waste lands in the district of Bogra is due to the destnic- 
tion of crops by water hyacinth ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I don’t think that this question arises. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state what efforts are being made by the Bengal Government to 
increase the production, if any, of fertiliser.s in Bengal? 

Mr. JIBDUL KARIM; Government have got a scheme at present. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is not a fact that provision was made in the last year’s budget 
on tbi.s fertiliser scheme, and if so, what is the progress of that schemer 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: It is in progress. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the agriculturists in the Province can expect 
more liberal supply of fertilisers ? 
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Mn ABDUL KARIM: OoTernment is taking steps to increase the 
distribution of fertilisers as liberally as possible. 

Mr, A, F, 8TARK: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state if 
any thorough scrutiny has been made as to the application of chemical 
fertilisers on the basis of the short-term and long-term effect on the soil? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Yes; it has been made. 

Mr. KAN A I LAL DE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the supply of ammonium sulphate has been restricted in the district 
of Bankura during recent years? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No such matter has been brought to the notice 
of Government. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKONUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any scheme for making compost out of 
water hyacinth ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERdlEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether waste land in Nadia remains fallow due to lack of 
tertility ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM : It may be. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there is any control exercised over oilcakes in 
the Province ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister pleas- 
ed to tell us what is the source of his information that so much manure has 
been sold — whether it is from the actual records kept by the subordinate 
officers or has he got any other source to a.scertain that? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM. It was obtained from the Director of Agricul- 
ture. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARilEE; Is the Hon'ble 
Minister aware that insect is responsible for the destruction of paddy in 
different parts of the Dacca district? 

.Mr. SPEAKER: This question does not come within the purview of the 
main question which deals with the improvement of soil fertility and insect 
has nothing to do with soil fertility. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Polioe enquiries in respect of a primary school started by Mahila Atma Raksha 
Samity, Midnapore. 

23. Mr. RADHANATH DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be plqiised to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that after the last famine at Midnapore a primary school was 
started in May, 194’>, in Chota Bazar at Midnapore town by the 
Mahila Atma Raksha Samity; 

(«) that the primary school is now running its second year and a large 
number of students both boys and girls are receiving their educa- 
tion in that school; 
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(w) that since the very beginning of the foundation of that school the 
local officers of the Intelligence Branch have been trying to 
abolish that school; 

(iv) that on the 1st July, 1940, the thana officer came to that school and 
made the following enquiries to the school authorities, viz. — 

(1) who are the founders of that school, 

(2) what are the names of the students and teachers of that school, and 
(d) whether any Government sanction had been obtained for the 

school; and 

(r) that these enquiries are according to the orders of the Government 
or made by police ex<‘esses and zoolum't 

{h) If the answer to (^/) is in the affirmative, will the Hoiride Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any. Government propose to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) : and (/<) Yes. 

{iii) No. 

(//') and {r) Some (‘nqniries w(Me made by the police under the orders of 
the District Magistrate to whom the school authorities aptdied for remission 
of amusement tax for staging a drama. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Government action after Coroner’s verdict in connection with police firing on 
students’ demonstration in Dharamtola Street. 

24. Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACHARYYA: {a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state with 
refen’iice to the majoritv v<‘rdict ot the jur\ at the inque.st held hy Mr. A. 
llaque, City Coroner, in connection with a students’ demonstration in Dharam- 
tola Street, Calcutta, on the 21st November, 194o, in which one Uameswar 
Banerjee was shot dead us a result of police firing, what steps, if any, the 
Government have takt*n against the police, specially against the Inspector 
Hammond, who have been found guilty by the City Coromu' of causing death 
by gunshot wouml without justifi< ation ? 

{h) If the answ'cr to {a} is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (n) and (Ai Government have been 
advised hy their legal advisers tliat the verdict returned hv the jury was 
perverse and was against the weight of evidence, circumstances and proba- 
bilities of the case. No action has, therefore, been takiui against the police 
officers concerned. 

Development Programme under Public Health Department. 

25. MauIvi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Health Department be pleased to state briefly — 

(i) the Development Programme under the Public Health Department; 

(ii) the Rural Water Supply Scheme; and 

(iii) the Water Supply and Drainage Scheme in municipal areas? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that epidemic diseases like cholera, 
dysentery, etc., are prevalent throughout the year in almost all the rural areas 
in the Province for want of good drinking water? 

(c) If so, does the Government consider the desirability of sinking one 
tube-well for every 300 people in each village? 

21 
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MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr^ Mohammed Ali)! (a) Copies of the schemes included in the 
Development Programme of the Public Health Department are laid on 
the Library Table. 

S(dieme 187 deals with Rural Water Supply and Scheme 191 with Muni- 
cipul Water Supply and Drainage. 

(b) Epidemic's of cholera, dysentery and other water-borne disea.ses do 
frecjuently break out in tlie rural areas of Bengal. Inadequate supply of pure 
drinking water is one of tlie important causes of these epidemics, the other 
being lack of proper sanitation, specially lack of satisfactory methods of 
disi)osal of nightsoil and refuse. 

(c) The Health Survey and Development Comniittc*e recommended one 
sources ot water supply for every 500 of the population as the short-term 
objective. Government have acc<‘pted this as tlie objective to be achieved 
within the next five yemrs undcT Post-War Development Scheme No. 187. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’bk Minister be 
pleased to state how rmiTiy tube-w'ells does the (iovernmeut propose to sink 
throughout Bengal in the course of the coming year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The target that we have in view 
is one tulHvwell for 500 j)ersons as recommended by the Bhore Committee. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: My ciuestion was how many 
tube-w(*lls the Government of Bengal propose to sink in the course of the 
coming year? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am sorry I cannot give the 
number. \\ e are working it up and as 1 have said the target is one per 
500 persons. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: Is the Honble 
Minister aware that a large number of tube-w'ells already sunk are out of 
use for w’ant of repair? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: G overnment have made arrange- 
nicnts for repairing tlie unserviceable tube-wells and also those tube-w^ls 
that are lying in derelict cioiulitions. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e 
pleased to state wliether Government has any machinery for the repair of 
these bad tube-wells in the rural areas? 

Th0 Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. We have got a batch 
of tube-well mechanics and mistries who have oeen sent to the rural areas. 
In acldition to that we are getting the work done locally through the agency 
of District Boards who have compet-ent staff to handle "the work. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the Rowlands Committee drew' the attention of 
Government to the fact that people in the Sundarbans area bring drinking 
wattT from ten or tw’elve miles off? Is it in the contemplation of Govern- 
ment to sink tube-wells in the Sunderbans area w'ithin the coming year? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Government are aw'are of the 
iiuubHpiacv of supply of drinking w'ater in the Sundarbans area and that is 
exactly why Government ha^ drawn up the scheme of sinking tube-wells 
so as to ])rovide one tube-well for every five luindred persons under the Post- 
War Development Scheme. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware of the fact that the sinking of tube-wells in the Sundar- 
bans area has mop than once been found to be useless due to the saline 
condition of the soil F 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yea, Sir, that ia so; but ex]^n- 

aients have been made which go to show* that if tube-wells of sufficient 
lepth are sunk, then pure drinking water can be had. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Does the Hon ble Minister 
contemplate the desirability of having tanks in places where tube-wells do 
not function well — I mean, reserve tanks? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS We may have to resort to that, 
but at present Government do not view that provision of tanks or rine w’ells 
or concrete ring wells for rural drinking water has given satisiaction. 
Therefore Government's objective is to provide tube-welLs as far as possible. 
In the event of that not being j»ossible, Government will have, as the last 
resort, to provide ferro-coiicrete ring wells to ensure j)rotection from infec- 
tion. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon Tde Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that as the machinery for the 
> repair of tube-wells does not work at all, therefore tho old tube- wells in 
Tural areas are lying useless now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Quito a good number of tube- 
wells are useless now, but efforts are now being made to put all the existing 
tube-wells in working order, either through the agencies of Government or 
through the contractors or through the agencies of local self-governing 
bodii's. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: 

tube-w<‘ll isfci visiting inistry ; 

y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Government s intention is to put 
all the tube-wells in working order, and after that the res])onsibilty of 
^ maintaining them will vest in local bodies. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the llmi’ble Minister be pleased 
to staU* if it is the intention of Government to give effect to tlie recom- 
tnendatifin of the Howlands Commit tee» that in the Sundarbans area where 
tube-wells and tanks cannot exist, there .should be supply of drinking water 
by launches at regular intervals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is not our objective at the 
pre.sent moment, but if, as 1 have .stated earlier, w’e cannot sink tube-wells, 
we will re.sort to other methods for the .supply of drinking water. 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: Will the lion ble Minister be jdea.sed to 
state wdiether the machinery of Government has begun wuirk for repair of 
1 old tube- wells in mofassil areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, work has already started 
tliroughoul the province. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral aniwere were given) 

Death of a female patient in Dacca Mitford Hospital. 

•69. Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA; (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Health (Medical) Department t>e 
pleased to state if it is a fact- - 

(i) that one Usharani Devi was iwlmitted into the Dacca Mitford 
Hospital on June Ifith, 1946, and wa.s allotted a seat in the 
Ahsanulla Medical Ward; 
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(u) that she expired on or about July 16th, 1946; 

(m) that her death news was not communicated to her guardian by th 
authority; and 

(iv) that her body was post-mortemed against the desire of her relations 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Ministe 
be pleased to state — 

{i) the cause of her sudden death ; 

(u) the time when the seriousness of her condition was reported to he 
relations or guardian; 

(Hi) the reason for not communicating her death news to her guardian 
and 

{iv) the reason for post-mortem examination of her body against the 
desire of her relations ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HEALTH (MEDICAL) DEPARTMEN1 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): {a)(i) and (n) Yes. 

(hi) The patient was visited daily her relatives specially during 
meal times. The patient died at 1 p.m. and her relatives reached the 
hospital soon after her death when the news was roininuiiicated to them. 

(iv) Yes, a post-mortem examination was held as the case was of medico- 
legal import. 

(6) (i) The patient died during an operation for the treatment of hex 
illness, i.e., the application of a plaster jacket for tuberculosis of the spine; 
in particular the cause of death was the combination of the illness, the 
operation and the aniesthetie. Technically, as])h}xia was given as tin 
immediate cause. 

(/V) It was assumed that the relatives understood the seriousnevss of the 
patient’s condition, e8i>ecially w'hen an operation had to he performed on 
that account. IJenoB the relatives were not informed specifically that the 
condition was serious. 

(in) Please see reply to (piestion ((i){iu). Scan-ely any time was lefl 
between the arrival of patient’s relatives and the hour of death of the 
patient. 

(ir) All deaths under ariiTsthesia are of medico-legal significance and 
require medico-legal post-mmtem to elucidate the cause of death. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon’blc 
Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that the doctor first reported that 
the patient died of heart failure? 

Thd Hon’bis Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, it amounts to that. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that after her death the Civil 
Surgeon tried to restore the activities of her heart and was successful after 
ten or fifteen minutes’ cardiac massage? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: All efforts were made by the 
medical men to restore her to health, and everything that could possibly be 
done was administered. Cardiac massage was tried and injection of 
adrenalin was tried, but spite of all these attempts the patient did not 
recover. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Is it a fact that 
Santosh Bhattacharjee, brother of the patient, applied in a petition to the 
Government stating that he saw the patient two hours before the news of 
her death ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 



QUESTIONS. 


313 


1947.] 


Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACNARilEE; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state 'wrliether the Surgeon-General, the Chief 
Minister and the medical ofEcers concerned were approached bj' him with 
the said ]>etition ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have no such information. On 
the other hand when this question was received by mo I was not satisfied 
with the position, and therefore 1 asked for a special enquiry into the matter. 

1 had a suspicion that the patient died on the operation table. Therefore 
it was necessary tliat an enquiry should be made as to tlie real and direct 
cause of her death, and a special officer w'as deputed to Dacca to enquire 
into the case and submit a report. 1 have now got his report and I do not 
think there is any reason to fe<d that all efforts were not made for taking 
every kind of protection. As a matter of fact all steps were taken by the 
medical attendants to give her relief and bring her back to life, but all their 
efforts proved abortive. 

Mr, MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the name of the officer who was in 
>#charge of the hosjulal in wdiich the lady died and the names of tlie persons 
responsible for tlie operation P 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The plaster wms ]mt on by 

Dr. S. K. Jh, and Dr. Chaudhiiry, Teacher of Surgery, ])erformed the 
abdominal incision and cardiac massage. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Ifon ble Minister be 
pleasi‘d to .state whether the putting of plaster of jacket is a serious ])roce- 
dure? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, from the information 1 have 
before me it is not a serious procedure. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether aua’slhetic is usually not apj>lied to such an 
^ Operation ? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Dr. Banerjee, we should not go into too much of 
letails, 1 think. 

^ Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, as a medical man I have 

an idea of tliese things, and it is a most important case. This lady dies on 
the administration of chloroform. 1 was myself in plaster jacket for five 
years, and therefore* I have first hand knowledge as w'ell. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. You put the question. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hou ble Minister be 
pleased to state wbetlier it was at all neces.sary to put the patient under 
chloroform for a plaster of jacket ? 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I entertained the same .suspicion 
as the honourable member is now having, namely, that death w'as due to 
a.s])hy\ia, tlie patient was suffocate<l during aiiu'silioia, and that i.s why I 
put as one of the terms of reference of enquiry wdiether it was due to an 
overdose or an underdose of ana*.sthesia and I felt that if there was an over- 
dose of anesthesia the patient would die of asphyxia and if there was an 
underdose the patient might <iie of shock. So I had the point carefully 
examined by an officer from Calcutta — a high ranking Medical Officer from 
Calcutta. Ills report clearly shows that it is not so. He said that asphyxia 
was found because the patient was put into the Iron Lung and as they had 
to go through all the procedure in attempting to resuscitate heart and after 
^ the failure of the attempt to resu.scitate heart naturally there were 
symptoms of asphyxia afterwards. That is the sum and substance of the 
reply given to the point that I raised when the question came to me. 
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Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEEi Will the Hon’Me Mmister he 
pleased to state what was the cause of asphyxia — application of chloroform 
or any other thing ? > 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; I think it would he hotter if I 
place the whole report before the memhers of the House. This is the report : 

It is difficult to explain adequately to the lay mind the technicalities 
involved in this case. However, the salient points are as follows: — 

The case was one of long-standing tuliernilar disease of the spine. 
This diagnosis was established in the Mitford Hospital and a correct decision 
arrived at, to plaster the patient in hyj>er-extension under anaesthesia. 
This is not a serious proceaure. The safest anajsthetic that we know of, 
that is, gas and oxygen, was administered. There was a sudden and 
unexpected respiratory failure (unexpected as the patient had already had 
an anesthetic before without any untoward efPects) and cessation of the 
heart heat. At this stage clinical death had set in. The resuscitation treat- 
ment adopted is well recognised in such an eventuality, i.e., procedures 
adopted hy the amesthetist, artificial respiration, administration of ■ 
stimulants, suh-cutaneously and intra-cardiacally and finally cardiac 
massage which necessitatc's an abdominal incision and massage of the heart 
through the diaphragm (the sheet of muscle which separates the abdominal 
cavity from the chest cavity). At this stage the heart beats returned as 
they often do but there was no return of normal respiration. In other 
words, the patient W'us dead. 1 cannot but admire the ingenuity and the 
resourcefulness of the doctors in using at this moment the iron lung in an 
atteni])t to revive respiration when manual methods had failed. This 
facility is hardly ever available on the threshold of an operating tlieatre for 
this purpose and it is doubtful if any Surgeon has ever used this method in 
the history of Western Medicine in this country. I may add that such a 
catastrophe is the loi of surgeons off and on in their career for reasons not 
clearly understood. The effect of the iron lung aided by an artificially 
stimulated heart w'as to pump unoxygenated blood (that is blue blood) into 
'^he systemic circulation with the results described post mortem. Tt will 
thus be seen that it would be a gross distortion of the medical factual 
knowledge in this case to attribute the cause of death to the iron lung. In 
my opinion the cause of death was directly a primary central respiratory 
failure as a r<\sult of amx'sthesia and indirectly prolonged toxaemia and 
debility from a chronic morbid process. 

1 can find no grounds of criticism whatsoever in the management of this 
case. A death on the ojieration table is a medico-legal case and post- 
mortem was tlierefore performed. 

To revert to honourable member’s queries — becau.se 1 had put some 
definite (|uestions. M\ question was — Does a‘^ph^\ia winch was aivtui as 
the immediat<‘ cause, denott' that the patient <lied of an ovi'idose of 
amest lu'tic y The rejily was — 

(1) Ap])licatinn of plaster under gas and ox.\gen amestliesia — an 

abdominal ineisioii wa.s performed for cardiac massage as a 
resuscitating measure after respiratory and cardiac failure under 
anaesthesia. 

(2) The death took place on the operation table. 

(3) Asphyxia was the sequel to the failure of the respiratory centre 

which is situated in the brain. There is no question of over 
dosage in thi.^ case, but death w’as due to the effect of the 
anaesthetic on the respiratory centre. 

(4) The anaesthetic was administered by Dr. S. K. Bose, the official 

Amesthetist at the Mitford Hospital who is a qualified doctor, — 
because I put that query also whether that doctor had necessary ^ 
qualifications. 
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(5) The plaster was put on by Dr. S. K. Dey. a House Surgeon at the 
Milford Hospital, Dr. ('haudhiiry, Teacher of Surgery, perform- 
ed the abdominal incision and cardiac massage. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why plaster jacket was applied after one year of her 
admission to the hospital ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I do not know 

whether it was applied after one year. I made an exhau.stive enquiry. 


Placing cases of Defence of India Rule prisoners before the Advisory 

Board. 

*70. 8j. RAilANI KANTA PRAMANIK: (a) Will liu Honlde 
Minister in charge of the Ifome (Jail.") l>e|>arfineiit be plea.siMl to state 
wli(‘tlier (iovernnu'iit has issued any <uders (»r made aii\ rubs directing cases 
of convicts under {i) all or (ii) certain specific rules of the Defence (d India 
Act to l>e j)iit up Indore tlie Advisory Hoard r* 

(h) If tbe answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Ibm’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether tlie (lovernment is considering the desirability 
of issuing any siicli orders*^ 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman): (a) The honourable inemlHu* is referred to the provisions of 
riiapter XITI-A of the Hongal Jail (b)de. Volume 1 (7t)i Edition), a copy 
of whicli is placed on the Tiibrary Table. Tliese provisions apply to Defence 
of India Act convicts as well. 

(h) Does not ari.se. 

8j. RAilANI KANTA PRAMANIK: ^rtw^fh sret IV c’l 

jail code chapter XllI Ac^ provision c^i I). 1. K. prisoners case Advisory 
Board ^ considered rr? ; oaie Advisory 

Boards? •sttTi’T ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Tliere i.s no bar to these cases being 
examined by the Advisory Board. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. I ri.se on a ]>f)ini of privilege. 
1 sent for the Jail Code. I have g(>t the Bengal Jail (’ode, Volume 1 (7th 
Edition), but I find that Chapter XITT-A is not there. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I have got it with rne. If tlu^ honour* 
aide memher w;int" it he may h:*vr it. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I have not got it from the Library. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I think this is tbe latest edition. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mine is also 7th Edition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a small matter. I think that can be made up 
l)etween the honourable members. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We have V>een referred in the 
answer to the provisions of Chapter XIII-A of the Bengal Jail Code, 
Volume I (7th Edition;. I have got the book here but tlien^ is no 
Chapter XIII-A. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I think the correction slip is not ther«. 
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' Mr. 8PEAICEH: Both these copies are 7th edition books but yours, 
Mr. Datta, does not contain the correction slips. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: On a point of privilege. There was 
an occasion in this House when a Bill was printed in two different forms in 
(he same gazette. At that time you gave a direction to the Government 
that no such discrepancies should occur and there must be an agreed record. 
1 think, Sir, you should give a direction to the Government that there 
should be no speaking in two voices in these matters of record. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: The question may be held 
over until the edition containing the particular Chapter referred to has been 
laid on the Library Table. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, this question cannot be held over simply because 
in one of the copies the latest correction slip is not pasted. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; There would be no safeguard 
against this sort of mistake. 

Mr, 8PEAKER. It is ihe look-out of the members. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: It is incumbent on the 
department lo see fliat the particular document referred to is actually placed 
on the Tjibrary Table. It is no good ])lacing a volume of Queen Victoria’s 
r^ign when a question is asked in 194b. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I know it is the duty of the department to place all 
latest cf)rr<‘etioii slips in c'ertain Manuals and Books. The Librarian may 
be taken to task but the question cannot be held over. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERdEE: It is the fault of the Library which 
is your department. 

Mr.8PEAKER: That is a very trivial matter. 

Mr, HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: Not a trivial matter. Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: What is your direction in 
this connection. Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I say those who are interested ought to have copies 
of up-to-date correction slips. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Copies are not available in the 
publication office ami are not for sale anywhere. If that is so, Sir, the 
only sourct' of informution is bv reference to books placed on the Library 
Table. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Nobody could have anti- 
cipated that the Hon’ble Minister would make an answer in such a manner 
that lie would have to refer to a particular document, a public document 
though it may be and in placing it on the liibrary Table be woiihl see that a 
particular page is missing or a particular chapter is not there. If we could 
anticipate that, we might have looked into it. I suggest therefore that 
it is only fair to expect that the departpient concerned should take care to 
place on the Library Table the proper document which has been referred to 
by them. That is the custom, and it is really a matter of privilege to us. 
Otherwise members will be iiwa most helpless condition. If, Sir, the matter 
had been placed with us a day earlier we might have taken care to buy 
copies or get copies or do otherwise as you might be pleased to direct. I 
therefore suggest that it is only fair that this question should be held over 
and up-to-date book may be placed on the library table. If the matter had 
been brought to your notice in time, by a simple direction from you it would 
not have been difficult to paste a correction slip. 
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Mfi SPEAKER: The honourable member should realise that the 
Hon’ble Minister who ha^s referred to this particular edition of the book 
does not know that Ihe Library does not eniuain the latt'st correction slip. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: That Hon’ble Minister says 
that he placed it on the table. Therefore, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister cannot 
say so without haviuj^ placed it. The Hon’ble Minister must have known 
that there was a correction slip. He mijrht have ffot a typed copy of it 
afterwards. The answer is “is placed”. That is not a fact. The answer 
ifl at variance with fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not know, if any book was placed on the Library 
Table or not. I will ascertain it. In the mean time we shall procetul with 
the next question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Then the discussion is held 
over? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Police report about Govemmetit employees before their confirmation in 

service. 

•71. Mr, ASHUTOSH MULLICK: Will the TTon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Home (I’olice) Ih'partinent Ik? pleased to state — 

ifl) whether ]Kdice reports are nKjiiiied alK»ut llovernnieiitl eni]>l(>yees 
Wtore their confirmation; 

(h) whether sikIj lejiorts are required from the CM.l). or the LB. of 
the Department; 

(c) whether sucli r(*]K)r1s are reijtiired to find out the moral jKist of the 
candidate or only his jH)liti<*al pa.s( ; 

[(I) the numhc'r of applicants for fTOvernment service who liave been 
refused a])i)f)intnu*ni during’ the 1‘.2 njonths ending dOth .hint*, 
1946, for— 

(i) past convictions under the Indian I*enal (’mh^, 
iii) ])ast convi<’tioiis for ]K)litical activities, 
hVi) past detention as ixditical prisoner without trial, and 
iir) for connection or siiUVred connection with Congress; 

ie) whether the (Tovernment contemplate to keep out fnim Government 
service ever\ one who had i»r has any connection with any Congress 
or other revolutionary party whose declared ohjective is India’s 
]X)litical liWty; 

(f) whether it is a fact that reports al^iut iiersons from Hulxirdinat© 
Intelligence Branch are not alw'ay.s deiiendahle as trustworthy; 

(//) w^hether such reports are verified inde[>endently ; and 
(h) whether the Government intend to use the C.I.l). (and not the 
LB.) for investigating the growing corruption among Govern- 
ment servants? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) : 

(a) and (^7) Yes. 

(h) From the LB. and the general |K>lice. 

(r) The political past, and also the moral past so far as criminal ]>rr)- 
oeedings are concerned. 

(d) Figures are not readily available and Government consider that the 
amount of labour involved in comjiiling them wmuld lie out of all proporti<»n 
to the value of the result. 

(e) No. 
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(/) Adverse reporif from subordinate Intelligence Branch are always 
scrutinised by the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch, person- 
ally. 

(h) Even at present the C.I.D. and not the I.B. is, as far as possible, 
employed for the investigation of corruption, except in the Civil Supplies 
I^partment for which the Enforcement Branch is utilised. 

Point of Order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order. Sir. 
With regard to answer (</) where the Hon’ble Minister has stated: 
“Figures are not readily available and Government consider that the amount 
of labour involved in compiling them would he out of all proportion to the 
value of the result”, it is merely giving an opinion. What was asked for 
was fact and where it is a question of opinion just as a question is not 
permissihle which ha.s no reference to fact, so an answer which is only an 
opinion and has no reference to fact is not permissible. I therefore submit 
that you will be pleased to rule that an answer of this nature is absolutely 
out of order with regard to the rules relating to questions, and therefore 
this answer should be inadmissible. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have always allowed that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On this point of order, Sir, 
if it has arisen now, you are called upon to give your ruling after due 
deliberation on the point. It is a very important point. If you allow 
gratuitous opinion then, Sir, the rules relating to putting of questions and 
answering questions would lose all meaning and sense. Therefore, Sir, I 
submit that it is out of order for the Hon ’hie Minister in giving answers to 
give gratuitous opinion. We art* not concerned with the opinion of the 
flon’ble Minister. If they like they may refuse to answ^er or they may 
take notice, but this gratuitous o])inion in my submission is out of order 
and this should be ruled out of order. That is my submission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has stated in the answer that 
it is not profitable or useful to collect this information. This is not an 
opinion, but he is only giving the reason. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With regard to the latter 
part I submit, and I am sure you will agree with us, it is a matter of 
opinion, I emphatically submit, Sir, that it will undoubtedly be of good 
w\sult and value if this information were supplied. It is my opinion against 
the Hoii’ble Minister’s opinion, and his opinion is of no value. The rules 
pertaining to questions nile out such gratuitous opinion either on one side 
or on (lie otlier. Tf Hon’ble Ministers have got away often enough with this 
sort of gratuitous opinion they should not get away this time w'hen a point 
of order has arisen, and 1 seek your ruling. Sir, over it to safeguard the 
privilege of members. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar knows that I have referred to 
such point of order more than once, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: No, Sir. No point of order 
arose on this point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: With r<^ard to questions Government is at liberty to 
frame tlieir answers in any way they lite and I have no authority to compel 
them to frame their answers in a particular way. If honourable members 
are not satisfied they may put supplementary questions or they may put 
fresh questions or they may take some other method which lies in "their 
power. But the Speaker in such matters is helpless. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDARt I submit, Sir, that this is t 
point altogether. Government is quite at liberty to give anawera 
within the framework of the rules as they like. They may refuse to 
answer. An answer may be adequate or inadequate, but the answer cannot 
be of such a nature which will be quite out of order with reference to rules. 
My specific point in this case is here is an answer which is a gratuitous 
opinion and as such quite out of order. I only ask you to be pleased to 
consider this specific point. I am not complaining about adequacy or inade- 
quacy of the answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER; You have not added a sintrle new argument when vou 
rose for the second time. This argument wa.s placed before me iireviously. 

Mr. NtHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Put you referred to the 
adequacy of the answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER; No; not about adequacy. But with the form of the 
answer I liave got nothing to do. If there is any reference to opinion it 
must have reference to tlie (juestion and not to the answer. 

Mr. BfMAL COMAR CHOSE: In view of answer (c) and in view of 
changed political circuni.‘'tance.s, will the Hon 'hie Minister W pleased to 
consider the dp.*<irahility of dropping the practice of making enquiries into 
the ])olitit‘Hl past of new entrants to offices undt^r Government? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: T liave already said that the police did not 
enquire info the Congress members’ activities for any job. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: With reference to answer 
(h), will the Hoirhh' Minister be jdeased to .state wliat steps Government 
have taken to investigate into the corruption in the Enforcement Depart- 
ment as well as in tlje C.I.l).? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a) and 
(< 7 ), will the Hon ’hie Minister kindly tell us who are or were those 
inde]>endent agencies ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: Sir, Government have pot an indep<*ndent 
iiKuhinerv already tliroiigh which the enquiry was made. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Was it an independent enquiry? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: hub ‘pendent nu ans that it was done by special 
officers of Government. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: AVitb reference to an.sw’er (r), will tho 
Hoji‘l)le Minister be pleased to con.sider the desirability of dro])]>ing the 
practice of niaking eri(juiri«*s of tlie political and moral past of new 
entrants ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I am .sorry Ciovernment cannot do that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions over. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUOHURY: Sir, in that case 
Ibis question which is very important should bo held over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have no objection. 

AA’ith regard to question No. 70 it has been a.scertained that no copy of 
the dail Code was placed on the Library table. Mr. Dbirendra Nath Datta 
has got a copy, but that is the library copy which doe.s not contain all the 
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Hp-tcv-date correction slips pasted on it. So it appears tliat Government 
have not supplied a copy of the Jail Code with all the correction slips pasted 
on it. So this question is also held over. 

As it is now time for prayer I adjourn the House for fifteen minutes. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment). 

Privilege Motion. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAK: On a point of privilege. Sir. Here I am 
going to place l)efore the House certain things by which an honourable 
member of this House had made a reflection on the ruling that has been given 
by the Deputy Speaker on a certain occasion. Once for all you have to 
determine whether any ruling given by the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker 
should be the subject matter of public discussion or whether any unauthentic 
reflection could be made on the ruling given by the Speaker or the Deputy 
Speaker. Here I may mention that in one copy of the A^ad of 15tn 
February ( which it is stated that 

'Q m), f^i 

f^, iftc^ «f|y| 

r But 1 must say that the. actual iaci iw contrary to this 

“^fc*nr sB’t'T USfflsT W ^tfir otPI 

^at4f I ^ ^ in t’' 

Of course. Sir, it does not require any elucidation that it has made an 
ample reflection on the ruling given by the Deputy Speaker. Once for all 
the House lias to take u decision whether any honourable member belong- 
ing to this House will have any chance or necessity or any scope of making 
any reflection on the ruling given by the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker, 
and whether it is a breach of the privileges enjoyed by the members of the 
House or not. 

Mr, 8PEAKER. I shall look into the matter and give my ruling later 
on. 

Mr. ABDU8 BABUR KHAN: May I suggest that this matter be refer- 
red to the Privileges Committee. 

Mr. BREAKER; I shall examine that also. 

Mr. ABDU8 BABUR KHAN: Thank you, Sir. 

Btatement on Tramways Btrike. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BHAMBUDDIN AHMED; Sir! I beg leave to make 
a statement on the Tramways strike which still continues. 

The other day there was a motion for adjournment of the House to 
discuss the matter, hut permission w^as refused. Government are aware of 
the serious inconvenience which is being caused by the continuance of the 
strike, and would like to be given an opportunity to state all relevant facU 
in the hope that their action has the full approval of the House. 

Relations between the Tran\ji*ay Company and their employees as 
^presented by the Calcutta Tramway Workers’ Union have for some time 
how been far from harmonious. In *1944 the Union gave notice of a strike 
which w'as averted on reference of the matters in dispute to Adjudication. 
In 1945 the Union put forward a list of as many as 39 demands which had 
again to be referred to adjudication. This time the Union have put forward 
seven demands including a demand for increment of basic wages and revision 
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of scales and grades for all categories of staff and a demand for two months* 
pay to be given immediately to every member of the staff as bonus. The 
Union gave notice on the 1th. January that unless these demands were 
conceded by the morning of the 2 1st January, the workers would resort to 
a complete strike and would continue the same until the demands were 
fulfilled. 

On receipt of the strike notice the Jjabour Commissioner endeavoured to 
settle the matters in dispute by conciliation. He failed. Having regard to 
the importance to the Tramways as a transport service for the Calcutta 
area, he proposed reference of the dispute for adjudication. When the 
Workers' Union served a notice to resort to a strike 1 was in Delhi. On 
my return I was told that efforts had been made for conciliation without 
any fruitful result. In spite of the Adjudication order 1 called the 
representatives of labour to a conference and asked them to come to a 
settlement and accept adjudication orders passK'd by the (lovernment. 
However in sjute of my appeal to them they did not acc^ept my advice. I 
asked them to see me again. Meanwhile 1 sent for the Acting Agent of 
the Tramway Company, Mr. Cross. The Acting Agent saw me. 1 told 
him the whole .situation and asked him as to whether he could do something 
in respect of bonus and incn'ase in basic wage before the Adjudicator hears 
both sides and gives decision, lie pleaded for time to communicate to the 
Directors at home. The day following when the workers saw me again at 
my residence I pleaded with them to grant time and po.stpone the strike, if 
at all, to a later date. The workers’ representatives refused to grant any 
time. This conference took place one or two days befor<> 21st when the 
actual strike was resorted to. I told the workers’ repn‘sentative» tho 
position of (lovernmeut in the matter of di.spuU' between the employer and 
the em])ioyee. The true coiir.se left open is a settlement by conciliation; 
failing that (i(»vernment could order adjudication. I told them if the 
Tramwa\ workers went on .strike even after the adjudication order the strike 
would be illegal and in that case (iovcTiimeitt would be forced to take 
action and that would not be fair either to them or to (government. They 
did not listen to my advice and re.sorted to an illegal strike ac(‘ording to tho 
notice on the 2lHt January. 

Government made an order on the 14th January appointing Mr. Gupta, 
a meinher of tin' Indian Civil Service and an officer of Judiidal experience 
with previous knowledge of adjudication work, t(t adjudicate in the di.sputo. 
Copies of the order wn'ie duly sent to the romjuiiiy as well as to the Workers’ 
Union. Government issued a pre.s.s note on the same day late in the after- 
noon announcing for jmblic information that the Tramwmys dispute had 
been referred to adjudication and that it was an offence for workers to 
remain on strike and for leaders who are not workers to instigate its 
continuance. 

Notwithstanding this, the strike commenced on the 21 st. On the 24th 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister i.ssued a .statement deprecating continuance of 
the strike, and w'hile he uttered a warning against the c.on.sequence of 
continuance of the strike, he made a fervent uppi*al to workers to resume 
work and await the Adjudicator's decision. There was no response from 
the workers. A few days after the continuance of the strike some Muslim 
workers saw me at my residence. I told them the same thing that they 
had done an illegal act and advised them to call off the strike and resume 
their duties and if they w^anted my per.sonal intervention I would be pre- 
pared to intervene provided they called off the strike. A few days later 
the workers saw Mr. Ahul Hashira, the Secretary of the Bengal Provincial 
Muslim League. Mr. Hashim had conversation with me over tho phone. 
1 told him the same thing that “you will please ask those men to call off 
the strike and 1 will personally intervene in the matter in spite of the 
adjudication order but unless they call off the strike I am sorry I cannot 
take any action.” The President of the Union, Mr. Lsmail, wrote to me a 
letter on 30th January. “Sir, our representatives had been present when 
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Mr. Al)ul Hashim, Secretary of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League, 
talked to you over the phone yesterday on the question of settling the tram- 
way strike. They were given to understand by Mr. Hashim that you would 
be willing to discuss with us how the question of bonus and increase in the 
basic wage could be settled atraightway even without referring to 
adjudication. 

If that be so, will you kindly let us know when it will be convenient for 
you to discuss with our representatives the above question?” Sd. M. 
Ismail. 

I replied but no response came from the workers. The reply that I 
gave them was that as the strike had been illegally launched I could not 
discuss with them the terms or ihe demands unless it was called off. The 
very same thing I told Mr. Hashim. “Let the Tramw^ay workers call off 
the strike and then I would be prepared to personally intervene in the 
matter before it goes to the adjudicator”. Even now- my offer stands- 
What ] told Mr. Hashim was that “if the strike is called off 1 am pre])ared 
to meet their representatives and discuss wdth them the question of bonus 
and increase in basic wage”. Well, my doors are always open. 1 have 
tri(‘d to alleviate the condition of labourers after my assumption of office as 
Minister-in-charge of Labour. The representatives of labour can see me at 
any time and tell me their grievances. But in this connection I must tell 
you that in sjute of my repeated warnings the Tramway Workers’ Union 
launched on an illegal strike. 

Then the w’orkers approached the Mayor of Calcutta, Mr. Osman. He 
had talks wdth me and he told me that the w^orkers w'anted to see me and 
I told him that the w'orkers w’ere always w'elcome to see me in spite of the 
adjudication order. 

Four or five days back some of the workers saw me and they pressed me 
to get their demands acceded to by the Tramway Company. 1 gave the 
same reply. In this connection 1 might mention that on these three 
occasions every time new^ hatch of workers came and saw’ me. The first 
batch of workers including the Secretary and Achariya came and saw me. 
The second time when the Muslim workers saw^ me tihere was only one man of 
the tirst batch and on the third occasion when they saw’ me in my office 
they were uhsolutely a new’ group. I told them that “that is not the way 
in w’liich you should behave. Your President w’ho wrote to me and your 
Secretary and Achariya who saw me on the first occasion should have come. 
Is this tiie w’ay in w’hich the Tramway Workers’ Union should behave?” 

The continuance of the strike raises certain very important issues. One 
is that a party in di.s])ute asks to be the judge of its own demands and to be 
allowed to l)yj)ass the machinery provided by law for f»ettlement of trade 
disputes. If the Tramway Workers’ Union w’ill not take part in the 
adjudication proceeding and must continue the strike, there is reason to 
apprehend that other workers’ unions equally well-organised might he 
tempted to follow their example. The other is whether Government are 
expected to continue to condone the commission of an illegal act. Not 
only workers are refusing to resume w’ork, but many others who are not 
workers are instigating the w’orkers to continue to be on strike. 

Government have noticed a statement made by the Union in the press 
that if their demaml for minhuum wages w’as accepted, they might call off 
the strike. The Tramwav Co. sanctioned a certain increase in basic pays 
from the 1st January. The Union was not satisfied. Now the point that I 
w«ht to emphasise is that there is no legislation w’hich lays down what 
should be the basic wage in certain undertaking or in certain industry. All 
that legislation can provide is the procedure to be followed in determining 
a basic wage. The issue regarding basic wage has been included in the 
reference for adjudication and Government have given an assurance that 
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they will publish the entire text of the Adjudicator’s decision and take 
steps to implement it. The Company, I may add, have voluntarily agreed 
to abide by the Adjudicator's decision. 

In the circumstances what, I ask, is the justification for continuance of 
the strike. This is no case in wliich a charge can be made of Government 
standing on its prestige. Government have tried conciliation and offered 
adjudication. Government have made repeated appeals to the workers to 
cal! off! the strike. Government have given an assurance that they would 
fully implement the Adjudicator’s decision. 

Goveriiment must ('ontinue to explore every means of bringing the strike 
to an end. If workers continue to doty the adjudication machinery, the 
Tramway Co. will be compelled, as the workers are continuing their ol!en«s 
to terminate their service and employ new hands. 

I might mention that in this country in its present stage of industrial 
development uncertainty of position regarding labour and the conjitanl 
threat of strikes which seems to be a part of the programme of work of a 
particular section of labour representatives is hardl> conducive to the 
development of industry. It is impossible to make any headway in this 
country when everything is in a nas(‘cnt stat«' of existence. 1 fully realise 
that labour must have a living wage but the (,i()vt‘rnment of the day is not 
unware of it. A po]»ulur (lovernment is fully alive to its responsibilities 
but at tb(' same time it cannot forget its duties to the people so far as the 
governanci' of the country in a peaceful manner is concenuMl. 1 cun assure 
the House that this (iovenimeiit after its assumj)tion of office has d»‘alt 
with labour in a fair and square manner and it proj»()s(‘s to pursue the same 
policy. 

1 do not like to end on a note of threat. My sympathy with labour is 
well-known. 1 nc^ed not cite instances, but even during my short term of 
office 1 can claim that in quite a good number of ruses 1 personally interven- 
ed and brought about satisfactory 4‘onclusion of labour strike. 1 can 
mention some of tbe.se — the Gbakeswari Mill labour strike, the Rata, the 
Bauria Jute Mills and a few others. I have always tried not only to 
sympathise with the workers but to help them ami in many cases I liave 
(old the employers that time has come that employers should tdiange their 
angb‘ of vision and look at the demands of labourers with toleration and 
flym})athy. 1 am sorrv to say that in this juirticular case 1 liavo not Ih'cu 
able to meet w'ith any amount of success. 1 already told the workers that 
tills is a case in which the public utility concern and the workers sliould 
reall.se llie inconvenience that tliey are putting the public in this matter. 
Even^ today my offer .stands. Let the workers call off the strike and resume 
work and 1 would personally intervene in spite of the adjudication order. 

Mft KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY; Mr. Speaker, as this statement is a long 
one I am sorry, Sir, we have not l>een able to tollow' the sialeincni clearly. 
1 would, therefore, very humbly suggest to the llon’ble Minister to 
circulate this statement, so tliat we may ask questions and we may offer 
our suggestions for settling the strike. The llon’ble Minister know.s that 
it is causing a great deal of inconvenience to the public, and we, as much 
as anybody, are anxious for the settlement of the strike. 1 suggest that 
the statement l>e circulated among the members, so that we can give our 
suggestions for a settlement. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suggestions outside the House? Inside the House I 
do not think I can allow’ a debate on this. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY; We can give suggestions to the Hon’ble 
Minister. We may meet the Hon’ble Minister in a Conference. At this 
stage I am only making a request for circulation of the statement. 

Mr. «l. R. WALKER; Surely, Sir, the matter can be easily settled. 
The strike can easily be settled if the workers accept adjudication as ^he 
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Hon’ble Minister has suggested. That is the only way td settle the strike. 
The machinery is there to settle it and if the worters start work and accept 
adjudication, the strike is finished. An award will he given and the 
Tramway Company will have to accept the award given by the adjudicator. 

Mfi KIRAN SANKAR ROYs May I ask the Leader of the European 
Party if he is opposiug the circulation of the statement? The leader of the 
European Group has this advantage over us that he has been able to follow 
the statement probably because he has got a previous copy of it. (Cries 
of “No, no” from the European Benches.) I was merely suggesting. 

Ths Hon’blo Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMEDs I have got one cop}’^ only. 
If you ask, then it will be circulated in the usual manner. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Surely the resources of the Government 
are not so limited that the Hon’ble Minister cannot print more copies. The 
Hon’ble Minister for Labour cannot be helpless as that. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER; I did not object to the circulation of the 
Minister’s statement. What I said was that there was no question of 
suggestions b<‘ing made. The machinery is there to settle the strike, 
namely adjudication. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Circulation is not vetoed, 
but suggestions vetoed. 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: It should be given to the 
j)res8 and the press M'ill publish it in other papers. I have got only one 
copy. 

Mr. «l, C. GUPTA: The llon’ble Minister knows it very well that it is 
the convention of this House that we cannot refer to press reports. We 
can only deal with reports circulated amongst us. 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think the honourable 
member knows that he cannot deal also with the statement made on the floor 
of this House, because this statement is not open to discussion. During 
the Budget discussions certainly the honourable members are entitled to 
refer to the statement. But what the llon’ble Minister for Labour was 
stating was that in all probability it will be published in extcjiso in all the 
leading papers and it will not be necessary for Government to circulate this 
statement. As far as the Leader of the European Group is concerned, we 
know, all of us know, and I believe that is the main point in the statement 
of the Hon ’bio Minister, that we have offered adjudication. It has been 
refused by the Tramway workers and they are conducting an illegal strike. 
There is no dobul regarding that, and when the patience of Government 
which is merely a mirror of the public is exhausted, then undoubtedly such 
steps will be taken as can be justified by the conditions and by the law. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Sir, I want to correct one statement. He says that 
we cannot do anything on the statement, but he knows that we can table 
a motion for discussion on that. But apart from that I am saying that the 
Government last time after adjudication went into arbitration. I can tell 
the House that they have set a bad example and dragged me in as the 
arbitrator. I hope they will not do that this time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point? I can’t allow any discussion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I am not entering into a 
debate. With the permission of my leader I wish to make a submission to 
you, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Unless you rise on a point of order or on a point of 
privilege, 1 cannot allow any discussion. 
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Mr. NfHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMOAR: Sir, I want to mak« a aub. 
mission to you which, if you would only bear with me, you will know in a 
moment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 want to know whether you are on a point of 
privilege or a point of order ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, on a point of 
privilege. It has been a convention of this House that when a request is 
made by the Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition, a request not very 
difficult to comply with, as a matter of courtesy, there is no question of any 
other claim or debate over it — it is incumbent on the Government to 
respond, as a matter of courtesy, to the request made by the Ilon’blo the 
Leader of the Opposition, and from that point of view, Sir, I would like to 
know from tlie Hon’ble Minister making this statement through you 
whether he is prepared to extend the courtesy by complying with the request 
made by the honourable the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Leader of the House has already made a state- 
ment on that, 1 don’t think any more elucidation is necessary on this point. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, h‘t there be no 
misunderstanding on this point. Goveriunent is always ready and prepared 
to be courteous to tlie Leader of the Oppo.sition and to intaM his views as 
far as the> are reasonable. Undoubtedly. Sir, the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion has made a suggestion for circulation of this statement. Statements 
liave luM'n made on the floor of this House for y<‘ars together Imt np till 
now no statement has ever been eirculated. 1 wish to make this state- 
ment. If 11h‘ papers ,»re not fairly full, and if there is any donht n‘garding 
the nature ot the statement, that is to sa\ it important points in the state- 
ment are left out, so that what may be printed in the papers is misleading, 
we shall certainly eiideavoui to carry out the wishes of the Leader of tin* 
Opposition. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: All right; we understand wdiat is meant 
by courtesy. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: (’ourtosy with reservation. 

Resolutions disapproving the Ordinances promulgated by the Governor of 

Bengal, under section 88(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. PR0VA8H CHANDRA LAHIRI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

omnibus (A voice: 4ilii resolution), c«i 

wpn (71 Defence of India Rulesii? | Defence of India Kules 

’Pra Defence of India 

Rules ers ^ Defence of 

India Rulesii wti:? i ^^680 

Defence of India Rules^iit arrest vrftR 

Defence of India Rulesii arrest 

W^] ^5 CW5IR tfryPF sTt-st cm wtitr m 'mJitTf arrest w 

TaftfSr Union Boards? ctff^rcs*^ ’5i' nevQ arrest 

w I (A VOICE FROM Government benches : ^Tvi i wttriii ) (?ioTr 

arrest ▼fi mm ^ cmrfhTr Defence of India RulesiW arrest 

WV) ?tBI 

Defence of India Rulee^v m fwfiwna control win vmi? fVi 
control wn icici ’fw m mn c<c¥ ct 
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cmwflit?, ^ COT ^ c^ ^fssn (OT 

>T^ itwr^i w f% ot cmmwni ’ll bots ’ttc^ i c^rc^ c^ 

^rsri c*fcl^ ( 71 !^ ^ c^c^T ^rt? ^ f^v aitf^ 

c»[ WtTO <1Tn (P\ n? '•R’tfTH OT ’RUS 'OT (OTW«FT7 

^ c5m^f?Rr^lc*rij ^ i ^sn c^iiTlt 

^flPifl I OT ^ *rc^ «<m ^ ^ i 

C¥^9r Assembly Houseii^ ’Ttl^f^sTM i «H-oiPi «rtf^ wfcif^ I. B. 

DepartmentJjfl c»r^ c<*m ^ciT ^ 4C».f^ i 

^rc^, OTi c^^r; ^ c’t c5t?ir 

fM<!4lc‘f< fTO ^ ^1 1 vrc^T'S I wm OT ? wnr^ «rtf? c*fc^ control wv 

I ■jtzh J?fc^ yfc^ cosi'^osi :>00\ i»T^i ot nv c^'svi 

?f^c? R«T I <?> 5t^ ^ c*tc^ ftPTtCN fef !tCT5?? I 4^? Defence of 

India Rules i]? irf?^i i 

c^ tf^r^ ^tfiw*r ^1 ycnrf Defence of 

India Rulesc^ ^ C5li ^ vc^ i »n5T ^mi cwrtffp ci< 

^tc?? ^fcw?[ wi^tTOT ^ tpii c’T '^r^'icmsi 's ^*it‘4T^ 

•rtini ta ?fon:^ i (A voice from Government benches ; 3TT?n i JTHm n ) ^ 
^nn OT BTn>^ i om i 

Defence of India Rules i R^n:? i 

rwvT'O. c^<fT^ vm, ^?«n5, ^ Ft^t^ mi, ^ ^ cOTr? i 

wffem’T f^, ^■r^stTf y?rfii i '^rtrs i 

mttrwf^i, ^^STT^t^n, tnf^s ^ =ti c^t m ^srtm ^rii ot 

Wl (Vt 'iJiT ^t^‘t ’ISd OTTV OT^r Gi *5^ *frflri W 

<R, ^ tffi 5,T^ OT ^ I viBJ 'SRI C^r^ ^b ^fl I (VoiCE FROM 

Government party: ^ ^ii «rfOTFi c>( ^-n f^? r^fw 

viBi 'g 1 ^«trcTi ?r^i 5 |r^i 1 ?’^ ^i’ ?r’c 9 f ^; 5 TR ^ istm 

'« "i«<Rrf^v¥Tftc*f?r fvcrj^i mpi mm ^jur^ •a i 73^*^ 

'Q *imi mi ^cii (jm} v\v^ mi ^ mr cm ^ir 
^ftcn, m ^*5^ <T«t^ c^ mr^ ^1 m otc^ 4^ti mm 

ftcicmi -iim R«n sdi^'O'cT 1 (Voice from Government Benches : §f^nr, fV ? ) 

mr OTi «r5i>ii (ot fVf ▼^tcrt ; ^n:«ni cncmi mm >i?cmi 

mm mrm m mi orf»!f> f^i#t w 1 Entallyc^ mf% 1 c>imc5i m mi 
¥ci cmit^ fvm mm «sif^ wmOT 'XTOT wcvff ^msi f¥ wsit^ <3^ mra 

cmmmrikfi mcmi m 1 (A voice from Government benches : 

Central ir«<CR^i) *3’!^ m, ca j\jTrs ^ %cv-r> 

Or»Bi^ 1 m^m ftcmi ^nm cmw cm m ot c^ ^3? f^ c^h 

^ 3 f%»rfi mi ( A voice from Government benches : ^m, 1 ) >311 

OTT ITS WHT m^mcmi crmHlm tn^rnt ot i mcrni 

’ll ¥m inrci 1 ^ m^e fmjji ^ m ml 1 ms^i m cm 

tfiR-iil «3^ m «frfOT 'flt ciNm m c«i, ^rm ilt, mft, 

mt^hr c*rmt ^tcmi m, m;mc¥ ^ ’trmcm?, ttmcmi—mpi mm 

fttmi wm ^ m mwt^ irt, ^ misi m^mcmi wm v 3 m <3t 

cmm m m ^5^1 *t^ni *3^ fmmmi mm ot ni 1 (The Hon’ble Mr. H. 

S. SiTBEawABDT : ciwm mi, mo fiTtm m 1 ) (Noise and disturbances.) 
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Mr. MUDA88IR H088AIN : On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. PROVA8H CHANDRA LAHIRI : Mr. brute 

majority^ *rH fVi 3tc^ WC’i 

?n, I cn** ▼ci*t 

C’T^^StC^ ^t^’CeT ¥n I <t^T^ Tt?ll 

^t«r ^ ^5^-t xz^ i c^ infipt President election^! 

3»r^ — Mr. Suhrawardy said, ‘steps were lieing 

taken by this Government to enquire into the alleged police and military excesses 
on members of the majority community in Tippera and Noakhali' 
c^mrW^ majority community? c? '*r5im? mz9 cn^ nfr« mi fV^ 

c^rtn:^ minority community? S<t? c? wf5T? xvses ^ Off? mi r? 

( The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : i ) (A voice from the 

Opposition benches : yc? ? ) (The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : cnifi 

■n?^ ^^‘c? I ) ^f? ?3T? *r5f^? 4^ ?*^?fCY? ?C5T C?l?m ?1 ?f?C^? 

41^ f?r?tfv5i K«Tr5 ?tVC? I 

Mr. NI8HAPATI MAJHI : ?5f^, Bengal consumer goods control 

«t??T? TTS OTC^, ??i ^f?fYf^? ?C?T ^Vs ^? C?fT? ^5^ ?t?1 ?? \ 

f5r5?c?o p^f5 c??? C5?f? ?orc^ I '®rT^ ^f? ?etc^ ?!?■) c? »T??-ir4? ^rrtr? ^ ?i> 

? c*T t o n:?? ?f>'=it^ ‘5tfl? ‘^f<(?T^i Yr?R «rt c^-tt i ?t::^ ^? 

C?C?C*R ^"1 «ri? C?C?r5 I '*^tf.5U — ^?1 CTC?lfV? & 5T-teiI '^'5fc? xrjl 

?STC5^-^ ^r?i3 yc?C5l ftf? '9 ’iRRr -Jlsti:? 

w ?f^^ 5TOI 9 ?? ’FC‘'jTc^? j??i, 

c 5 T?T?t®Tr? c^Mi cm xm i emt?!^ ???t^ c4f^ ?fcJ«? 

?T?n Tc?? ^ I 4?'^! c§,T^ ^’*11 c?t? r? jtRi ?f«^i evr.-t^^ 

f?5f? ??^c^ 'll?!?! I w? ?tpr? ?r?7 ’r?5Fil> f^fsr'^s (T'Wr*^ ?fii ?? 

c^'S?) xcm ; c?^? c?i? scof^, ?''i 

'tr? ?i I ^ ?M c? c'n’nc^ ’me? 

*tt?^ ‘*111 tri c?f? w ??? ?c? 7? ???n? ?mi '???<- •-????rc9 

? 7 ?' vfl?^ f?’35?C‘t c'n:^^ ^t?? I ^5[fipft?^«f Sub-Registrar ’^1^71? ^z ??"»rc?? 

?:?7 honest ^p?? ?)?Ti 5T^c? i 4*?i marro m? $t^?T;cm? 

Srk? ?i, ’n?T?‘r cm?^ ^fk?T’jf «rr?rc^ me? vft? ?i, 

iT?i (TT^n? c^t?fr<?rll 3 fS4’f»n?cv? m4t?^ to i ?? ’atHf??? ‘D?: c5T?i* 
?ft??tffc?? v?i orc-i '9? mf?c^ nf??T? ^5c^? XI omxw mifr? to ^irro 1 
TO? cTOi? f? fVc??t?t? ?t??T' mc^ ^Tc?? f%5U5 -ii?? ?nmt? ’sty? mi' xmi m?c? 
m\ ?r?i ?f?i mmt? Tto it? ^t?i 'TOt?3 Im ?i, 

3t?i ^ it«?i xvs ?fv^ I ir?nT?T?ti? if^ f?ci?^: ifv mw f?<i^ vm 1 

mf? wTf? ^txm c?rm? cot? m? ett? 1^%??— ?i ^ 1 , 

TOtf ftix ^ 1 , m?r? w cin ^ ?? i\x] toti w r?i#t xcn ‘\:(^ ^i ; m?t? \rOs 
ferm V? 4l?l XC^ f?«rft X^ ly'\N ^1 TO I ?diTTOt? ^5C?r? ^vpf ytTO 

?1 ^5«T TO5 mil CTO CFT?f?tWt? TO-ltl XfXll> im^R 11, ?T?) Si ??Rofn cvf^U 

m? ^TO?^ mc?i ^,ooc mm? ?i ’mutij fwii? Ux f?ci? Ttop 1 iifrci'i ?mi 1 
mw vfliwm m??i ?t?T c? to unit?!?? ^vxx T-^tT^ esm exx 

vxx% TO CTO TO'msi 41 ^ viftfej tot? mn 4^?? ?^yf%? wtIto 
TO 5 m?« TO mro? mr^ mc??i irofro fH cro tffero w — 

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU OUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in 
supporting the resolutions moved on behalf of the Opposition by my 
honourable friend Mr. Bimal Chandra Sinha I think that we ou^ht to 
approach the whole Question of legislation by ordinances not in a spirit of 
levity but realising the gravity of the import of legislation in this manner 
in the circumstances of present times. 

Sir, every day we are receiving grave reports of varied and serious 
developments in different parts of Bengal. Not only the life and property 
of the people are being put in danger, but also it is found that this is so 
despite all these laws and ordinances which had existed hithertofore have 
remained in force on account of the war and long after the war. It is not 
a question of having to meet a new situation but these ordinances have 
proved that these powers are worthless and useless in meeting the situation. 
On the contrary, these powers themselves become a source of grave danger 
to the public. 

Sir, even today we are receiving telegrams from different parts of Bengal, 
such, for instance, as the one I have got in my possession from Munshigani 
— rice sells thirty rup<vs, people starving, arrange supply immediately — and 
80 on^and so forth — the same in Manikganj and the same in different parts 
of Ikngal. 

1 say, Sir, this Ordinance for Consumers Goods and other ordinances 
have remained in force all these years. Those ordinances wore promulgated 
in vjew of war conditions. I ask, Sir, how many lives out of the 30 lakhs 
that perished during the year 1943 could be saved on account of the powers 
granted:^ 1 ask, Sir, wlmt effective remedy has been given to the people 
in different parts of Bengal by virtue of such ordinances)^ I submit that 
in practical application these (U’dinances are not necessary. If tliere was 
any reason or justification pleaded for promulgation of these ordinances, 
that reason and justification was the great war and you know. Sir, that from 
the constitutional standpoint what views the framers of the constitution 
took with regard to the exercise of powers for promulgating ordinances. 
Sir, anv number of limitations are provided constitutionally in the statute 
itself, but th< *se ordinances hav<* been an attempt to evade the process of 
legislation and to get things done hurriedly. 1 would remind this House, 
for instance, about one particular ordinance which has been unreservedly 
condemned by all sections of the House. It was the fixation by ordinance 
of tlie maximum price of jute. 'Fliis, Sir, is a legislation to sliow what 
grievous abuse can be made of the power of promulgating ordinances and 
neither the Opposition nor the party in power could during all these years 
afford anv remedy or relief to the cultivators and jute-growers. 1 ask, Sir, 
if with all these ordinances and powers contained therein remaining in force 
the Government was incapable of affording any relief to the jute-growers, 
liow are they goingUo give that relief today. On the other hand, we have 
got to view very seriously one consideration. The Governor under the 
constitution was authorized in very, very special circumstances to promul- 
gate ordinances and ho was so authorized because our constitution is not a 
sovereign constitution but it is a piece of subordinate legislation — an off- 
spring from the British Parliament which aimed primarily not at giving 
that measure of liberty to the people necessary for them, but that measure 
of restricted powers oJ legislation which would be only in consonance with 
the paramount interest of the British ruling power and it is from that stand- 
point that the power of promulgating ordinances was vested in the Governor. 
At the same time, the Go\^rnment and the executive were expected to be 
vigilant, they were expected to be responsive equally to moving and chang- 
ing events in the country and with that end in view they were expected to 
take timely action to foresee the changing circumstances and neeas of the 
people and on that basis to take the trouble and do the labour of drafting 
proper bills and presenting them before the House, but only in very, very 
apamal circumstances the Govepor might promulgate ordinances with a 
view to meet temporary emergencies. 
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1 ask, Sir, the war which was the occasion for the ])romulg:ation of these 
ordinances has been over more than a year and a lialf a^^o. During all 
these year and a half, what has been tiie justification for the continuation 
of these ordinances ^ With all these ordinances in force, I say that the 
carnage in August took place and the price of rice soared high at the com- 
mencement of the new session of this House after the last general election 
took place. 

Sir, Government, the Executive or the Ministry were all powerless. 
They have not, surely, any justification for the continuance of these 
ordinances. It will he a matter of shame to the go(»d name of this Houst^ — 
this is a question. Sir, which is not merely a i>arty question — it wdll be a 
iihame to the good name of this House if this House regards these ordinances 
as anything hut scra])s of paper which deserve to be thrown into the waste 
paper basket. I empliaticall\ give this opinion, because grievous facts full 
of tears and blood have justified this opinion. These ordinances have 
remained in force all this while. The Hon'ble Home Minister, the Ilon’ble 
Leader of the House, did not find enough time to pause over these 
ordinances and to take timely action. In fact, in laying these ordinances, 
he told us that he means to bring forward Bills with a view to continue 
these ordinances in order to pay apparent homage to the ]>owerH and rights 
of fliis Hou.se; that it is not merely going to be finally legislation by 
reference but be is going to get an eiialiling ])iece of legislation in order to 
validate the.se ordinances and continue them in force and then to give them 
the sluqie of a ])roj>erly enacted Bill. I ask this house — iionouruble members 
on this side as well as on that side — to piiuse for a moment and think what 
i.s the u.se that is being made of this Hou.se. The legi.slature of Bengal 
consisting of elected members of the peojde is going to be reduced to no 
more than a rubber stamp t(» be placed on the orflinance.s jiromulguied by 
the Governor! This House is going to be used as a rulibiT stani]) for the 
Governor of Bengal! It is, Sir, a wonderful u.s(‘ oi the elected h'gislature 
of the jieople that would bring only shame and disgrace to this House com- 
pared to legislatures in any other part of the world. If the jircHciit (iov(*rn- 
luent has got nothing else to its credit, it will have this to its criulit. It 
is an insiance of flagrant vi(dntion of the rights (»f the h‘giMlatur(‘ and an 
instance of degrading the legislature into u pocket bureau of tije (loveriif)r 
who would make use of it for the purjm.se of giving the legislature's stamp 
on his acts liy using the Miiiistry which is servile and subservient to Ids 
whims and caprices. If tlie Hon’ble Mr. Subrawardy, Leader of tlie Hous(‘, 
could coim* forward and tell u.-h today that be was not res])onsible for the 
promulgation of these ordinances, he might at lea^^t have tak<m the credit, 
of being the first Minister and being the Leader of the ILmse in s( rajiiiing 
tbe.-^e ordinances which are not a ])rodu<‘t of this House. 

The.se ordinances ask for pt>wcr for the purpose of taking contnd of 
jiroperty and jiremise.s and so on and su forth. f)n what ground, I ask, 
Sir, tlii.s House is going to aiithori.se the (iovernrnent with jiowers of 
arbitrarily commandeering bouse.s and piojierlieH 

Sir, within the limits of my time, 1 would only a.sk the ILiuse whethiT 
it would agree to the suhservient po.sition of the Governor’.-^ rubber .stamji 
or ex'ercise its will and throw out the.si* ordinances and show di>ai)}»roval of 
them. 


(At thi^ "tage the IIoU'-c wa- adjouiiusl fn; lo minute- ) 

( \f(tr mJ journ iiirtit ) 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, witli very great 
curiosity and intere.st we have noted the criticisms of these ordinances 
launched by the honourable members opposite. This is, Sir, ouite contrary 
to our expectations. I thought that this good number of oruinances have 
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made provision for the protection and safety and betterment and security 
of the minority communities and for that these ordinances would be definite- 
ly welcomed by them, but in that respect I have been utterly disappointed. 
But, Sir, it is indeed a fact that for any civilised Government when the 
Assembly is not in session, with change of circumstances and with change 
of situations, there comes the necessity for ordinances. My friends 
opposite whatever they might say I do not contest, but look at the provinces 
of Bihar, Madras, Bombay and even at the Central Government which in 
their turns are to bt* translated into Ramraj wliich is not without ordinances 
and they have their own ordinances too. Tiiere is no denying of the fact that 
because of want of ordinance and want of press censorship the trifling affair 
of Noakhali was so much focussed and so much multiplied that it cost 
about 50,000 lives in Bihar. Thus there comes the necessity of having 
Special Powers ordinanc-e by which the press can be restricted. Had this 
Government been well aware of its limitations and had it gone out of its 
way to stop the corrupt propaganda that for days and for weeks was 
launc’hed against the Noakhali affair and what reaction it created all over 
the world and which it was even now creating, I think that many lives could 
have been saved in Bihar. 

Now, Sir, I want to tell you one thing. There are several controversial 
matters which the Provincial Government cannot cope with without the 
assistance of ordinances. Take for instance the Bengal Consumers Goods 
Ordinance. It is a weW known thing that cement and iron, steel and iron 
sheets are the exclusive business and under exclusive control of the Central 
Government. They deal with those traders and businessmen whose names 
were entered in tlmir list 1 do not know when. The Provincial Government 
has got absolutely no control over them and in case there had not been any 
control or ordinam^e then these things would go to the black market and 
would not be available for the amelioration of poor and needy people of the 
province. For the unliealthy dual control the j>oor })eople ot Bengal an* 
suffering be.vond expression. One has got to g('t bis a]>]di(‘ation recom- 
mended by a 1). ('. and from there he has got to come to Caleutia for a 
])ermit f{»r a bundle of tin; again he has got to go back to the district and 
get bundle (d' tin. Without speaking of the bribery what he is recpiired 
to give in Calcutta just imagine a jmor man has got to pay Rs. TO to 90 
extra (‘xpenditure for a bundle of tin. Is it administration (»r dacoity ^ 
Will Jbindit Nehru’s (iovernmeiit give an answer*' Sir, there are many 
aspects with regard to these ordinances. 1 do not deny that black market 
does exist ; I do md deny that corruption is existing. But what I want to 
say is this that the Central Government is <lirectly encouiaging this black- 
markt‘t and profiteering by controlling steel and cement and keeping the 
j)ower oi distribution ot steel and cement in their hands. 

Now, Sir,^ take the Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Harvesting 
(Irdinance. Not a singl.e word has been said bv my friends in the Opposi- 
ti()n against it. I think that tihey will gratefully accept the provisions of 
this ordinance. For their information I may tell them that when the Bihar 
carnage took place, up till now that Government has not come forward 
with any emergency powders ordinance by which the paddy and rice of the 
fields that have been abandoned by the Muslims could be safely stored and 
kept in a safe j>lace, so that when these people return they will get it. 

One of luy friends has r^erred to the Bengal Civic Guards and Collective 
Fines Continuance Ordinance, and one of my friends has said that in the 
name of Bengal Civic Gupds we are going to maintain the Muslim League 
National Guard. But, Sir, it is well known that in the ca.se of Bihar the 
entire police force was engaged in performing this butchery in Bihar. So 
mv friends opposite should not speak of the Muslim League National Guard 
which had not yet existed nor of the Civic Guards whi^ had not yet been 
brought into operation. 



1947.] RESOLUTIONS DISAPPROVING ORDINANCES. 


331 


Mr« DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I l>eg to support the resolution 
moved by my honourable friend Mr. Sinlia. I will, however, eonfine my 
remarks to one of the Ordinances, namely, the Ben«ral Jute Mills iTemporary 
Provisions ) Ordinance, 

From a jktusuI of this Ordinance it will he obvious to all that this 
Oidinaiice seeks to alter the hours of work fixed bv the Factories Act. The 
Factories Act enj<»ins that no factory slumld work for more than a ])eriod 
covered by (j a.m. and 7 ]Km. This Ordinance extends these hours of work 
from b a.m. to 11 p.m. What is the necessity of the extension of these 
hours of work and wliat are its effects and consequences upon the employees 
of these jute mills ? These are the two points to which 1 would like to 
draw the attention of this House. 

Sir, I understand that such an extension in the hours of work became a 
necessity during: the War when some of the jute mills were reipiisitioned 
for military purposes by perhaps the Central (lovernmeni. But, Sir, what- 
ever mi^tht have been the reason for keeping those mills under military 
control during the War, there cannot be any reason now when the war has 
cea.sed for many months past, to allow thesi' jute mills to 1 h» still kept 
under re(|uisition. Here 1 feel that our Ministry have failed. It was 
their duty to approach the Central Government and to get the proper 
fianefion from them for de-requisition. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED: What about the Interim 
Govern ment? 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: I think when the interests of Bengal 
are at stake, we are not interested in the Interim Government whatever be 
its comi)lexion. I stand for the people of Bengal, 1 stand for the workers 
of Bengal; and I feel that if this Mini.stry has fuile<l tf) sivuire the recjuisite 
permission either from the Central Government or from the Military autho- 
rities, it has not done its duty, and in fact 1 think that persons who have 
been placed in high position have got no right to com(‘ forward with tho 
j)lea that they have not been able to secure the requisite permission. That 
shows their incompetency. Had it bet»n in any of tier country, in the face 
of that incompetency the Ministry would have been faced wdth a demand 
for resignation. 

Sir, as.suming that the Central Government was ajiproached and that 
the i>eimi.s.sion has not hetui .secured, 1 think it was up to the Ministry to 
foresee it from beforehand and take this Assemhlv into confidence. We had 
waited for nu)re than two months during the last session and .such an 
eventuality should have been fore.seeu, and in fact a large number of jute 
mills workers who could not tolerate this system had como to this House 
to voice their protest against the continuance of this system. Therefore it 
could not 1 h» said that the Ministry could not be aware of what would be 
the reaction amongst tlie labourers. I can tell this House that there are 
many women who are imw forced tt> work in these jute mills up to 11 p.m. 
in the night, and I think those of my friends Mouging to the Treasury 
Benches who had opposed the extension of franchise to women on the ground 
that their prestige and honour have got to be saved, .should now' come for- 
ward and support the Opposition at least on this measure and should not 
allow* the continuance of this measure which is forcing our women, Hindus 
and Muslims, to continue to work till 11 p.m. and then go back to their 
houses sometimes two miles off. 

On the.se grounds, Sir, I .support the motion. 

Mr, 4 , B. WALKER: Sir, I did not intend to take any part in this 
debate at all until I heard my honourable friend speaking just now, I 
would just like to say that we would support any move to get back tke 
jute mills and work them 48 hours a week in accordance with the Factories 
Act. 
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Mr. RUPNARAYAN ROY : fir: ^ 

w^prt^T^'nr snfOT ; fir's ^f%*r 

^1 ^rrr i ^fftns ^fir»f 

tfr:?-f TO '^v, TO I ’T^ra ’tti-j 9 ^itn atrrTO^ c^ 

cff^n (TTTO ?ni I 7^1 m mvs to. 

TO iz-^ ^^fir >rfr“<, «fm‘5 c^^i ^ i cwrrroii *ff^ ^fro 

bayonet ^rTO ^ TOi i ^'-1^ ^vfr ^n- 

uM mv, TO< =Trti c^ (7^ cto^ fteos l^i 'ifiri fiini nm i «rr?n< TOt^ 

?rtr^ c’t'N srrc^r <nrc^ ^nr 4?: w tot^ 's^nf^nii^r ^ctc^ nrfB^cf <5^ 

<s3??f y?r I c’l^ iftc^iT 00-60 crorc^ arrest 

^«R ^fsTi cn^c*T fta 54 1 ^rsi ftrsmi to crtJrr^r ^ 

^,si cffv m '«rwr?r cror c^t^m '^tfii ^rtf^r i to ^f^r-Ri c^z^ ta 
^1 AVs c^u^ TO '3trv c*nr m vc«i =Tcii^ crr^r^ c^ ^r^i— iji^i i 

(A voice: ^tvi f ’»rtvi ri) cnTO ^ifirc-n R^fi '^tct? to 

TO ‘pr«n corv crvcv^ to i c^crv^i ?rc\5^ I't^i ''t^ri? cavif 

ftiTO ‘^''^• ^ti*R bayonet 5tw TOi:^ i f5fTO*niJ TOt^ ^rtfinrtfl?^ IjTOn 

’ifinrfwJT TOf^fr^ a>. ^firt-ni to to wto cto% c^ 

^TO TOC^, W (71^ CRR«f^ TOl CTO (7Fr«1 C*r'G?l VH ^4 | -QsftTS 

d TO ^1 ^nr<i^ sionr TOtc^ cro c^i »iva 'ii^ tjTO ^f%i rto, 
‘sc^t? 'Ifirci^ TO ^<fir ^f^^ cv'Qm ?nr to ciftf ^-rf^ 

itan (TO TO I iFTO f^ Ordinance «ft3n TOm ?ni, 

^ 'Q ^na ^C^t^lTO ‘(RJ^ tocfl tfJ'S! TO TO ^fa TO I 

TOai 5ii cn Ordinance ’tt'l wn 1 TOin Ordinanceiia f^dtf*r5i r 

^f^ Ordinance fro atrwa f^?^^ 1 ^tvi 

»n ^f5^ TOtc*r5 y\^ ?c^ TOt^ atdra era evr^ caRca at&ai i 

8 J. R All AN I KANTA PRAMANIK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
anpport Ihe resolutions disapproving the Bengal Ordinances moved b\ 
Mr. Bimal Chunrn Sinba. 

Sit, this Ministry is an unnatural one — it depends upon extraordinary 
•cireuinst allies and upon extraordinary legislation. Ordinances there have 
been in ]>lenty in our unhappy province, — none of them designed to bring 
benetit to the masses, but 1 would assert, all of them are calculated to bring 
oiisi’ry to an already miserable existence of the average Bengalee. We can 
never subscribe to thi.s pernicious system of Ordinance Raj. It seeks to 
give the go-by to llie ordinary i)rocess of law and makes extraordinary 
legislation the rule of the land. It is the Ministrj^ which is mainly respon- 
sible for the ])resent ills from which our province suflers ; the Ministry can- 
not no>\ point out the bad state of the province as a justification of their 
unnatural laws, and we cannot arm the Ministry with the Ordinances. 

Further, Sir, the Ordinances them.>elves are intrinsically' and inherently 
bad, defective and mischievous. The Bengal Civic Guards Ordinance, for 
instance, will give free play to bribery and corruption, by which the present 
legime is conspicuous. Tha^ Civic Guards Ordinance is calculated to favour 
the favoured community of Bengal and is particularly harmful to the other 
suffering community. The Bengal Drugs Control Ordinance also does not 
mean anything good. This Government has failed to control the market for 
drugs; a wide black market exists in the matter of drugs, as well as in 
other controlled commodities. The Special Powers Ordinance and the 
Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance are two other examples of mischievous 
law*. These are also designed to hold up the progressive forces of the 
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coiintr>' and to bolster np the reactionary groups. In fact, we cannot 
support any of the Ordinances as they are bad in themselves and as they will 
strengthen an already intolerable Ministry. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall be 
short because, Sir, 1 fear that the House' has not realised under what 
circumstances these Ordinances came to be promulgated. The most 
important point that has been raised on the other side is to question the 
wliy and wherelon' of these Ordinanco and to criticise (iovenimeiit on the 
plea that Government proposes to govern not through the medium of the 
Legislature and Acts but through Grdinance.s. It is therefore, Sir, neces- 
sary for me to place In'tore the House the reason why and the circumstances 
under which these Ordinances came to be enacted. 

It will be realised that these Ordinances in a very large measure, in fact 
almost wholly, continue the Ordinances which were promulgated in a state 
of emergency by the Government of India. Tnder the 1935 Act the 
Government of India may not promulgate Ordinances except under a state of 
emergency in respect of such subjects that fall within the purview of tho 
Provincial Government. As soon as the emergency linishes the Acts laps^; 
the Government of India passed legislation which encroached uj)on th» 
jurisdiction of the l*rovincial Government and when they withdrew that 
emergency all these Ordinances would have lapsed on the 30th of Septeml)er, 
1940. It w'as necessary, therefore, to keep them alive or to keep such of 
those alive that wore beneficial and neces.sary until such time as the logis- 
iaturo met. Nobody, Sir, desires to govern through the medium of 
Ordinances and surely, Sir, I would have been my foremost critic had I 
not ielt that each one <d the^c (hdinanccs had to he continued. (Mhcrwisi* a 
state of confusion would have ari.sen wliich no .subsequent act of the legis- 
lature would have been able to rectify. 

I do not know. Sir, whether it Is m^cessary in this debate to take up 
each Ordinance and justify it before the House. 1 would nd’er the honour-- 
able members tc» tlie Statements of Objects and Reasons that are aiipond^ 
TO the Rills wliicli have been framed on the basis of tbese ()rdinanc,eH, and 
if the honourable members lead them they will find tliat it was right and 
pro])er on tlie part ot the Goveriiimuit to continue these Ordinances. 

Now, Sir, u ]H‘culiar argumeiit has been advanced by Mr. Niharendu 
Dutt-Mazumdar. The fact that I have recogni.sed the riglits and privileges 
of this House and that 1 have gone to the extent ot continuing these 
Ordinances by means of an Act for which I shall seek your su])i)ort and 
j)lacing these Ordinunc<’.s in the form of Rills has been oriticiH<*d by the 
hononrahle inemher tliat I am relegating the House to the position of a 
duftrv, I siipjiosc, or an organi.sation putting a rubber stamp on our files. 
On the other iiand, Sir, I thought that he would have appreciated the fact 
that 1 am placing these Ordinances before the Hou.se for tlndr criticism for 
arnemlments, for sui h u.seful amendment.s as they in their wdsdom may choose 
to pa.ss and that I have come to this Hon.se for their concurrence. 

Sir, tliere has l>eeji much irrelevant criticism on the subjects of these 
Ordinances. I do not projiose to reply to them except to refer jii.st to a few 
of them which apjiear to me plausible. One honourable member, I think, 
it was the mover himself, deph>r»'d tliat in spite of the Drugs (’ontrol 
Ordinance he could not secure drugs in the market. 1 do not know wWt 
ob.'<cure drug my hononrahle friend wa.s seeking, but it is a fact that owing 
to this Drug.s Control Ordinance at pre.sent drugs are available in shops of 
chemists and druggists If it was withdrawn, I am certain that the honour- 
able member would not have been able to find even ordinary drugs, let 
alone obscure and patent drugs which are mostly going underground. 

As regards the Consumer Goods Ordirianoe, this also is one of the 
Ordinances which were promulgated by the Government of India and are 
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being continued. I wisli to state here, Sir, that GoTerament are not fond 
of controls. And I am most anxious, (Cries of ‘‘Question’’ from the 
Opposition Benches) I wish to assure the honourable members on all sides 
-of the House that I am most anxious to get rid of these controls. (Cries of 
“hear, hear” from the Government Party benches.) As a matter of fact, 
I went up to Delhi on this occasion for tne purpose of impressing upon the 
Government of India the relaxation of controls as soon as possible. I do 
not know whether they would accept my advice, but I know. Sir, that con- 
trols have created all kinds of unsocial vices which should be abrogated and 
which have really demoralised the society. At the same time we have come 
to such a difficult pass lhat in the case of some, it has been found that the 
abolition of controls has made the position worse. (Mr. J. C. Gupta: 
Just as imposition has done.) I am examining each one of the items which 
have been mentioned in the Ordinance and I hope. Sir, that by the time 
the Ordinance comes to this House in the form of a Bill, I shall be in a 
position to remove control over many of the consumer’s goods which are 
now within the Ordinance. I am most anxious to do so, but it is the supply 
position that prevents us from taking action. Let me give examples — 
examples which are known to everybody. Fountain pens, — as soon as con- 
trol was removed from them, they disappeared from the market. Before 
that at least some people got fountain pens. Take steel. As soon as the 
Government of India withdrew control from steel, steel disappeared from 
the market in such a !nauner that all construction had to be stopped and 
the Government of India at the request of the public and on account of a 
general outcry had to leimpose control once more. The same happened with 
cement, with corrugated iron sheets apart from steel and iron control, and 
so on. I want to say that efforts ipust be made to increase supplies and 
as long as supplies are short, some kind of control will have to be maintain- 
ed for the benefit of the ordinary consumers. Well, Sir, as 1 have said, 
we are not fond of control and I want to .say, not merely because any 
member likes it or not, it is my own personal view, and therefore, at the 
present moment, it is the view of the Government, — that controls are 
pernicious and the sooner they are removed the better. Now, 1 do not 
think it is necessary tor me to say more regarding these Ordinances, but 
there is one point which was raised regarding jute mills and which has bi‘en 
answered by Mr. Walker. All of us have demanded that jute mills should 
be derequisitioned as soon as possible; and not only jute mills we have 
demanded that progressively all the buildings and premises that have been 
requisitioned should be sent back again under civilian control. It w’as 
necessary to double up some of the jute mills and some night shifts had to 
be brought into operation, and consequently these Ordinances were promul- 
gated in order that women may be jH»rmitted, not forced, to work at night. 
The honourable member seems to think that whenever women work, they 
are forced to work. 1 do not know who forced them to work. They w^ere 
loo anxious to work. Many of them w'ere too anxious to work. There has 
been not the slightest force or coercion on any single woman worker so far 
as I am aware. And if the honourable member will place women before 
me or rather before Government (laughter) who complain that they have 
been forced to work, I will look into each and every case. What is the 
use of making a statement like this on the floor of this House that women 
have been forced to work ? What is the use of the honourable member from 
Dinajpur talking about excesses by Police and to say that these Acts which 
have been promulgated for the purpose of dealing with communal tension 
have been and are being pro«iulgated for the purpose of attacking progres- 
sive elements? I am sure that the steps to which the honourable member 
refers in Dinajpur were not taken under the Ordinances. The Police had 
ample powers for this purpose. (A voice: It was done in Mymensingh.) 
It was not necessarj'. These powers were meant for the purpose of deal- 
ing with communal tension. If the forces of disorder got too strong I see 
no reason why the honourable gentlemen opposite should stand up and 
plead for forces of disorder. I think, Sir, that everybody must now realise 
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that the time has come when we have got to put a stop to disorders and 
hence let not the forces of disorder parade before the country in the name 
of progressiveness. 

The motions of Mr. Hiimil Chandra Sinha that 

(1) this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Jute Mills (Temporary 

Provisions) Ordinance, I94(i (Bengal Ordinance No. a 1 of 
1940) as promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 
88(1) of the Government of India Act, 1985; 

(2) this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Consumer Goods Control 

Onlinance, l!)4(i (Bengal Ordinance No. Vll of BGtii as promul- 
gated by the Governor of Bengal under .section 88(1) of the 
Government oT India Aet, 1985; 

(3) this Assembly disapproves the Noakbali and Tippera Emergency 

Harvesting Ordinance, 194() (Bengal Ordinance No. IX of 1946) 
as promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(1) of 
the Government of India Act, 1985; 

(4) this Asspinblv disapproves tlie Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946 

(Bengal Ordinance No. V of 1946) as promulgated by the 
Governor of Bengal under .section 88(1) of the Government of 
India Act. 1985 ; 

(5) this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Molasses (\)ntrol Ordinance, 

1946 (Bengal Ordinance No. Ill of 1946) as promulgated by the 
Governor of Bengal under section 88(1) of the Government of 
India Act, 1935; 

(6) this Assembl.N disapproves the Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 

1946 (Bengal Ordinance No. V'^lll of 1946) as promulgated by 
the Governor of Bengal under .section 88(1) of the Government 
of India Act, 1985; 

(7) this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Drugs Control (Nmtinuance 

Oi (Iniancc, 1946 (Bengal Ordinance No. 1\’ of 1946) as ])romul- 
galed by the Governor of Bengal under .section 88(1) of the 
Government of India Act, 1985; 

^8) this Assembly disapproves the Noakhali and Tij)pera Area Security 
( )nlinaiic(‘, 1!)46 (Bengal Orduuiru'e No. X of 1946^ a.*, promul- 
gated by the Governor of Bengal und(*r section 88(1) of the 
Government of India Act, 1985; 

(9) this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Ordinance, 1947 (Bengal Ordinance No, 1 of 1947) as promulgat- 
ed by the (jovernor of Bengal under section 88(1) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1985; 

(10) this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 

1946 (Bengal Ordinance No. VI of 1946) as promulgated by the 
Governor of B^mgal under section 88(1) of the Government of 
India Act, 1985; 

(11) tliis Assembly diHa])pioves the Bengal Sj)ecial l*owi*is (Amend- 

ment) Ordinance, 1946 (Bengal Ordinance No. XII of 1946) as 
promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(1) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935; 

(12) this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Special Powers (Amend- 

ment) Ordinance, 1947 (Bengal Ordinance No. II of 1947) as 
promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(1) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935; 

(13) this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Civic Guards and Collective 

Fines Continuance Ordinancve, 1946 (Bengal Ordinance No. II of 
1946) as promulgated by the Goternor of Bengal under section 
88(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935; 
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(14) this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force 
Ordinance, 1947, (Bengal Ordinance No. Ill of 1947) as promul- 
gated by the Governor of Bengal under section 88(1) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935; 

were then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 70. 


Aoharjee, Mr. Shitangshu Kanta 

Atfhikart, Mr. Amulya Chandra 

Bandopadhaya, Mr. Pramatha Nath 

Banarlee, Mr. Gobindaial 

Banerjaa, Mr. Sibnath 

Banerjee, Mr. Susll Kumar 

Baau, Mr. Hamanta Kumar 

Bhandarl, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Bhattaoharjee, Mr. Ganendra Chandra 

Bhattaoharjae, Mr. Munindra Nath 

Bhattaoharyya, Mr. Shyamapada 

Birtha, Mr. BIr 

Bose, Mr. Satiih Chandra 

Brahmin, Mr. Ratanlal 

Chakraborty, Mr. Benode Chandra 

Chakravarty, Mr. Satith Chandra 

Chattopadhyaya, Mr. Mihir Lai 

Chowdhury, Mr. Annada Protad 

Oat, Mill Blna 

Dai, Mr. Brojomadhab 

Daa, Mr. Jogandra Chandra 

Oai, Mr. Radha Nath 

Oai Gupta, Mr. Khagendra Nath 

Dai Gupta, Mr. Suriih Chandra 

Daii, Mr. Kanallal 

Datta, Mr. Dhlrindra Nath 

Da, Mr. Kanal Lai 

Dhar, Mr. Manoranlan 

Dolul, Mr. Harandra Nath 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar 

Dutt-Maiumdar, Mr. NIharandu 

Gangull, Mr. Baphi Bahari 

Gayan, Mr. Arabinda 

Ghoia, Mr. A. K. 

Ghoia, Mr. BImal Comar 


Ghosh Chowdhury, Mr. Haran Chandra 
Guha Roy, Dr. Protap Chandra 
Gupta, Mr. J. C. 

Gupta, Mr. Monoranjan 
Haidar, Mr. Kubar Chand 
Kundu, Mr. Nlihitha Nath 
Lahirl, Mr. Provas Chandra 
Mahanty, Mr. Charu Chandra 
Maltl, Mr. NIkunJa Bahari 
MaJhI, Mr. Nlihapatl 
Majumdar, Mr. Bhupatl 
Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra 
Malllok, Mr. Ashutosh 
Mandal, Mr. Annadapraiad 
Mandal, Mr. Bankubaharl 
Mandal, Mr. Krlihna Praiad 
Mukharjl, Mr. Dhlrendra Narayan 
Naikar, Mr. Ardhendu Sekhar 
Naikar, Mr. Ham Chandra 
Pramanik, Mr. Puma Chandra 
Pramanik, Mr. Rajanl Kanta 
Ray, Mr. Kamal Krlihna 
Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar 
Roy, Mr. Ram Harl 
Roy, Mr. Rup Narayan 
Sarkar, Mr. BIJoy Krishna 
Sarkar, Mr. Rajendra Nath 
Sen, Mrs. Ashalata 
Sen, Mr. Debendra Nath 
Sen, Mr. Satindra Nath 
Sen Gupta, Mrs. Nellie 
Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra 
Sinha, Mr. BImal Chandra 
Thakur Mr. Pramatha Ranjan 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— 118. 


Abdul Ahad, Dr. 

Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Aziz Munshi, Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hanz, Mr. MIrza 
Abdul Hakim Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Halim, Mr. Moiia Mohammad 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hannan, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Mannan, Mr. Fakir 
Abdul Momin, Mr. 

Abdullahel Baqui, Mr. Md. 

Abdur Rahman, The Hon'ble Mr. A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Khan ialins Nuru Mia), 
Mr. 

Abdur Raihid, Maulana Khondkar 
Abdur Rauf, Mr. Syed ^ 

Abdus Sabur Khan, Mr. 

Abdus Satam. Mr. Md. 

Abldur Roza Choudhury, Mr. 

Abul Kaiam Shamsuddin, Mr. 

Abut Maiud, Mr. Kazi 
Abul Quaiem, Mr. 

Ahammad All, Mr. Mir 


I Ahmed Ail Mrldha, Mr. 
i Ahmed Hoiain, The Hon'ble Mr. 

Ahmed Kabir Chowdhury, Mr. 

: Akbar AM, Mauivi 

AM Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. 

I AM Ahmed Khan, Mr. 

' Anwara Khatun 

Arif Chaudhury (Dhanu Mia), Mr. Md. 
Alan AM Muktear, Mr. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Mr. 

Azizur Rahman, Mr. Syed 
Badluzzaman Muhammad I Mas, Mr. 
j Bafatuddin Talukdar, Mr. A. K. M. 

Barman, Mr. Haran Chandra 
I Barury, The Hon’ble Mr. Dwarka Nath 
i Biswas, Mr. Bhola Nath 
Biswas, Mr. Gayanath 
Ebrahim Khan, Mr. 

I Emaduddin Ahammad, Mr. 

Emery. Mr. A. J. 

Eskandar AM Khan, Mr. 
i Fazlut Karim, Mr. 

, Faziul Oadir, Mr. 

j Fazlur Rahman (Daeca), The Hon’ble Mr. 
I Fazlur Rahman fMymensingh)*. Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Noakhall), Mr. 

' Fisk, Mr. F. W. 
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GomMi Mr. D. 

NAbibul Huq, Mr. 8y«d 
Haflzuddin Choudhurl, Mr. 

Hamiduddfn Ahmed, Mr. 

Hauan Aii, Mr. 

Husan Ara Begum 
Hutehleon, Mr. E. A. 

Illas All Molla, Mr. 

Kabir Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 

Khuda Bukah, Mr. Md. 

Khurram Khan Panee, Mr. 

Lutfar Rahman, Mr. 

Madar Bux, Mr. 

Mahammad Afzai, Mr./Syed 
Mahammad Owalt, Mr. 

Mahammad Sayeed Mia, Mr. 

MaJIbar Rahman, Mauivi 
Maniruddin Akhand, Mr. 

Martuza Reza Chowdhury, Mr. 
Masihuddin Ahmed Raja Mlah) 

Mr. 

Mazharui Haque, Mr. A. T. 

Methdd, Mr. J. H. 

Mobarak Aii Ahmed, Mr. 

Mohammad Sharif Khan, Mr. 

Mozammel Hossaln, Dr. 

Mudassir Hosaain, Mr. 

Muhammad Habibuilah Chaudhury, Mr. 
Muhammad Idris, Mauivi 
Muhammad Ishaque, Mr. 

Muhammad Israll, Mr. 

Muhammad Qumruddin, Mr. 

Muhammad Rukonuddin, Mr. 

Muiharruff Hossaln, Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur 


Muzaflar Rahman Choudhury, Mr. 
Nasaruiia, Mr. K. 

Nawajesh Ahmed, Mr. 

Naarab Aii, Mr. 

Nazir Hoesain Khandkar, Mr. 
Nurazzaman, Mr. M.B.E. 

Osman All, Mr. 

Osman GanI, Mr. Md. 

Panlruddln Ahmed, Mr. 

Parish, Mr. P. E. G. W. 

Pentony, Mr. L. R. 

Powell, Mr. «l. A. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Serajal Haque, Mr. Syed 
Serajuddin Ahmed, Mr. (MIdnapore) 
Serajuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Gaibandha) 
Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, The Hon'bie Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Chowdhury 
Badsha Mia), Mr. 

Shamsuddin Sikdar, Mr. Md. 
Sharfuddin Ahmad, Mr. 
Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. 0. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stokes, Mr. N. 

Suhrawardy, The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 
Tafazzai Aii, Mr. 

Taylor, Mr. A. W. 

Tofazzel Hossaln, Mr. 

Wade, Mr. C. P. G. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Wilks, Mr. G. C. 0. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf Hossaln Chowdhury, Mr. 
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riip Aye.s Iteinj? TO aiid the Nops 118, the motions were lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER. In partial modification of tho proj^rainme already 
(•ir( ulaicd, there will be no sittinj^ before the 24th on whigh day the Benj^al 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill will be taken uj) and the j?eneral 
divscussion of tlie budget will bo taken np on the 25th, 20t,h, 27th and 28th 
February. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-44 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on Monday, 
the 24tb February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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[24th Feb. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
24tli February, 1947, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present; 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Ali) in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 209 Members. 


QUESTIONS 

Supplementaries to Starred Question 70 (which was carried over from 18th 

February 1947). 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether with reference to tlie provisions of Chapter 
XII I-A of the Jail Code, Volume I," the cases of persons convicted under 
the Defence of India Act were actually placed before the Advisory Board 
for considering their premature release ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM. If the honcnirable member gives any definite case 
about any person, the answer will be given. 

Mr. NIHAREHDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: M> ijuestion i^ wiiethcr ^Mtl 
regard (o answer (//) that ('liaptt*r XIII-A ap{»lies to llie cas»‘s of prisoners 
convicted under tlu* Defence of India Act, cases of such prisoner^' were 
actually placed before tlie Advisors Board as constituted under the 
jirovisions referred to aliove^ 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: So far as the cases of those ]>ris('nerrt are 
concerned, it ap])Iies— the whoh* Jail Code applies. As regards whether 
actually any such case was brought before tlie Advisory Board, 1 cannot 
say off-hand, 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is considering the desirability of 
taking steps for placing all such cases before the Advisory Board for 
consideration ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: All such cases are generally placed before the 
Advisory Board excepting cases under the Defence of India Rules, Rules 
88(5) and 50(4) where formal consent of the Government is necessary 
before they are put up before the Advisory Board. As the Jail Code Rules 
meet the requirements, it is not considered necessary to issue special orders 
to regulate them, particularly when the Defence of India Rules are a 
temporary measure. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if, in fact, the cuvses of persons who were convicted under 
the Defence of India Act an^ who belonged to tlie Royal Indian Navy or 
to the Azad Hind Foiiz or such other bodies were referred to the Board 
by the Inspector-General of Prisons and the Jail authorities!^ 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot say that without notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state as to how many cases of persons were actually considered 
by the Advisory Board during the last half year? 
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Mfi ABDUL KARIM: That alao cannot be said without notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Doea the (Government 
receive periodic reports a])out the number of cases of persons who are 
considered by the Advisory Board for premature release? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMOAR: Will the Ilon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state when did the (rovernment receive the report relatinj^; to 
the number of cases considered by the Advisory Board for premature 
release ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM. I would ask for notice. 


Supplementaries to Starred Question 71 (urhich was carried over from tSth 

February 1947). 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to .state whether (lovernment have definitely decided 
not to keep out from (Tovernment service the members of ('oni^ress, Muslim 
Leapfue, Radical Socialist Party, ('onj^ress Socialist Party, Forward Bloc, 
Pommiinist Party, Radical Democratic Party and other revolutionary 
parties ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I have ^iven that answer in (c). 


Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULAH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether durin^r the last six montlis there was 
aay cast* in which the I’olice considered some candidates to la* unsuitable 
B^d tiiose gentlemen got the appointments after the intervention of the 
Hon 'ble Minister? 


Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I have no inf(n niation 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: In \ie\\ of answi*!- (o will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state if he is considering it desiiabl-- not to einjuire 
about the political past of candidates iui siieli appoint ment** 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: 1 have said that il un\ candidate has g(jt any 
political past and that he was a member of the ( ongress or any other party, 
their case will he considered for the ap])oiiitiaein . 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: In view of tin* answer that such political 
past will not debar a candidate from getting an appointment under the 
Government, will the Government consider the desirability of not enquiring 
into the political past in view of the expenditure involved Y 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: No, Sir. I think enquiry must go on to find 
out the political past. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
it is a rule that persons after joining Government service are debarred from 
taking part in any political activities or any political organisation Y 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: It is a fact, Sir. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: AVill the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state from when the doors of Government services 
were opened for members of the revolutionary parties Y 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; Since Government came into existence. 


Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: Which Government? 


Mr. K. NASARULLA: This Government.* 
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Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: 

W Gf Question No. lU^ (g) (.wm ?tTO tj'yes”, independently, 

non-officially i M f?c«nn r 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: ?i. officially ^ i 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state if it is a fact that in view of the answer (h) the encjuiry 
by the C'riminal Investigation Department is confined only to the political 
past or to his integrity as a whole? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: As a whole, Sir. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if it is a fact that persons found to be guilty of financial 
dishonesty have been re-appointed in other departments when they have 
been dismissed or discharged from one department? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: 1 have no information like that. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if it is a fact that certain officers of Government have been 
found to be taking part in political activities without any action being 

taken by Government? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: 1 have not got any information. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: WiU the Hon 

Minister he pleased to state whether the 1. H. officeis are aware that' 
Government have clianged their policy and thrown open the doors of 
Government service to revolutionary parties? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: The Dei )artment is informed. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hoirbie Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer if) whether the Deputy 
Inspector-General in reviewing the report.s of subordinate officers has any 
other source of report excepting from the subordinate officers? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: No. He einjuires into it himself and finds 
out from outside also. . 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the source other than the subordinate officers through which 
the Deputy Inspector-General obtains information? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Information from the public also. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the precise machinery 
of Government through which the moral past is investigated? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Government has got its own machinery to get 
information.. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: What is that machinery? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA^ There are many machineries. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state some particulars of the machinery through which 
Government obtains information? 

Mrt K. NA8ARULLA: There are Intelhgence Branch and other 
branches through which Government obtain ixuormation. 
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Mr* NIHARENDU DUTT^MAZUMDARs Does the Government 
entrust the Criminal Investij^ation Department and the Intelligence 
Branch as trustees of the moral past of the people for such investigation H 

Mr* K* NASARULLAs There are all sorts of machineries through 
which Government get information. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSEs A\ill the Hon hle Minister he pleased 
to state the reasons for which enquiries into the political past of the candi- 
dates are made? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: For security reasons. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleped to state, in view of the answer just now given that political 
activities are no bar to Government appointments, wiietlier he will 
consider the desirability of appointing patriotic gentleimui wlio have 
suffered imprisonment through the activities of the Criminal Investigation 
Department and the Intelligence Branch, to Government jmsts 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: 1 cannot say that. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Compensation for persons affected during August disturbances in 1942. 

*72. Mr. NI8HAPATI MAJHI; Will the llon'hle .Mmisi.u m charge 
of tlic lloiiH* Depaitnuoit lie ph*as<Ml to ^(ale 

(o) whethiu' the mililan had lecouivc to tiring duiiiip the August 
Di'.tui haiic(‘s o{ at Holjon, district Hiihhum; 

{!/) whether in cour.se oi tin* filing .several pciMUi.s uncnnnccjcd with 
the di.stiirhanct's were sliol and killed among wlioni wi'ic two 
hoy.s named Tarapada Modak of Bolpur and Nepal Ch. Bhatla- 
charjee of Dai hat; 

{r) if .so, whether any compensation has been given to tin' ndatives of 
those killed and jiartieularly of the tw’o Ikivs namwl; 

{(I) wdiether movalile properties were seized by the jrolice fi'om certain 
jiersons under Bolpur thuna; 

{(') wliether Government hud to pay comjien.sation and damage for them; 
and 

(/) if the answer to (</; and (m is in tlie affirmative, will tin* Tlon’blo 
Minister li© pleased to state the amount of comirensatiou i#aid in 
each ease? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 

(a) Yes. On 2Dth August, 1942, a detachment of the Railway Auxiliary 
Force while jiassing Bol}uir railway .station in a patrol train was 
requisitioned by the Superintendent, Government Railway Police, llowTah, 
when a furious moli of about .strong armed with bows, arrows, iron 

rods and other lethal weapons attacked the railway station, ilamagcd 
official records, eut the telegraph and telephone wires and altempt«*d to 
sabotage all means of communication and the reijui.sition w^a.s made us the 
Police Force available at Bolpur was inadequate to cope with the situation. 

The military fired 6 round.s of l>all and the mob dispersal. 

(h) Two persons named Golam Raujak and Yasin Mallik, who received 
slight injuries, did not appear to be members of the unlawful assembly. 
They were not arreeted. 
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Tarapada Modak aged about 25 and Nepal Chandra Chatterjee (not 
Bhattacnarjee) aged alK)ut 28, who were members of the said unlawful 
assembly, received injuries and were carried away by the rioters. They 
died in Bolpur Hospital. Information about their death was not given to 
the police l)efore their death. 

(c) There is nothing on record to show that any compensation was paid 
to anybody so far as this Railway Police case was concerned. 

(d) No movable property was seized by the Bolpur police in connection 
with this case. 

(e) No. 

(/) Does not arise. 

MTi BIMAL comar CHOSE: With reference to answer (h) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be jjleased to state what is the evidence to sliow that 
these two ])ersons were not members of the so-called unlawful assembly ^ 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; In view of the Government s 
finding that these two persons who were injured were not members of the 
unlawful assembly, will the HonTde Minist(‘r he pleasc'd to state what steps 
were taken to apprehend the persons respf)nsible for shooting them down.'^ 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to answer 
contained in (//) will the Hon’hle Minister be })le!ised to state what he 
meant by saying that information about their deatli was not given to the 
police before their death? Is contrary the Government practice 
sometimes ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: They were shot at and wounded and carried 
away by a mob to an unknown destination ami therefore we could not get 
the information. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: AVill the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if any information was given after their death? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; After their death we found it out. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government found out the unknown destination 
where these persons were carried away? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: No, Sir. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the practice of the hospital to 
give information to the police before deatli? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: If they had been taken to the hospital we could 
have got the information before. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to explain how he could determine that the two people who were 
killed belonged to the unlawful as.sembly and the other two persons who 
received injuries did not belong to it? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: They were in the midst of a crowd at which the 
fire was aimed and the other two persons were just passers-by and were 
accidentally hit. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to the 
answer contained in the second paragraph of {b) that they died in Bolpur 
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Hospital, will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether the unknown 
destination referred to by the Hon ’ble Minister meant Bolpur Hospital 
where these two persons were said to have diedi' 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: They were taken there afterwards. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
he pleased to state where they were discovered and troin uhere they were 
taken to the Bolpur Hospital-^ 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I have notiiin<r further to add. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reierence to his answer 
given a little while ago that since they were earned away h\ the rioters 
and died in an unknown place no iniorination about their deiith could be 
given, does it mean that there were other two piUMin.s who died in an 
unknown place? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: No. Sir. Th(‘v were taken away to a place and 
W'hen tiie\ <lied they wme brought to the hosjntal. . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Then, Sn. with reference to 
the answer that they died in Boliiiir Hospital, will the Hon'bl(‘ Minister 
he pleased to state which answer is ciuiect -whether the\ ilied in an 
unknown place or whether the\ died in Bolpur Hosjiiial? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: They did not die in tin' hospital hut in an 
unknown place. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: What is the reason for 
Government concealing the jdace where these two pm'.soiis died actuallyP 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: It 1 km*w where the\ dit‘d, I would have given 
a straight answer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Why then did the Hon ble 

Minister make the statement that tiiey died in Bol[mr Hospital which he 
now retracts? 

Mr. Kt NASARULLA: Tt was a misprint. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: In view of the fact that Golain Itaujak 
and Yasin Mallik did not appear to have belonged to the unlawful assemhlv, 
does the Government think of paying them any eoiripensution ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I have said that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state which precise person oi oflicer aetuall\ made the 
investigation on the basis of wliicli the Hon'hle Minister's answer has 
been given ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Do we understand that the 
Hon’ble Minister gave this an.swer w'itlmut knowing whether it was based 
on dependable facts and on the rcpoit of an,\ dependable officer? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: 1 have nothing to add. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will tin Hon hie 

Minister be ]dpased to state w’hether an\ compensation has fjcen given to 
Golam Raujak and Yasin Mallik for injuries? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I ask for notice. 
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Motor buses running on Calcutta streets. 

*79. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon'ble 
Hinister in charge of the Jlome Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of motor buses (stage carriages) on the Calcutta streets 

in February, 1945; 

(b) the number of additional vehicles since released with route permits 

for the area; 

(c) whether any enquiry has hitherto been made by the authorities if all 

the buses in Calcutta which have the necessary i)ermit8 and are 
allowed to draw the usual petrol ration are being put on the roads 
regularly ; 

(d) whether the Government have any machinery' to check it; and 

(e) whether in case of any mechanical breakdown or other breakdown 

or other reasons making it impossible for any of the vehicles to 
be put to service, the bus owners are required to inform the proixjr 
authorities of this fact? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 

(a) Four hundred and nine. 

(/>) One hundred and sixty-nine. 

(r) and (d) Yes. 

(c) Yes, under conditions as recjuired under rule 104 of tlie Jhuigal Motor 
Vehicles Itules, 1940. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state how many of these motor buses btdong to the 
Muslim community? 

Mr. K. HA8ARULLA: 1 ask for notice, 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of nationalising the 
transport services in (-alcutta? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Government will consider that. 


Daolaration of some streets of Calcutta as public thoroughfares, 

•74. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (a) AVill the lloiCble Minister in charge 
of the Police Dei)artment be pleased to slate whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Government have declared some streets in Calcutta as public 
thoroughfares so far as the removal of the prostitutes from those 
thoroughfares is concerned; 

(»») that the streets lying iKJtween the junction of Bowbazar Street and 
Chittaranjan Avenue and the jiuiction of Bowbazar Street with 
Circular Hoad such as (^angadhar Babu Lane, Prem Chand Boral 
Street, Banerjee Lane, Harkatta I^ane have been declared as public 
thoroughfares; and 

(tit) that the street.s mentioned at (it) are thickly ixipulated and located 
in a central place being surrounded by dwelling houses of peaceful 
citizens of Calcutta? 

(b) If the answer to (a)(it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge be pleased to state whether prostitutes are still there? 

(c) If so, why and what steps do the Government contemplate to take for 

their removal P 
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{d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that riots took place in the Prem Chand 
Boral Street at night successively on 10th, ]i3th, Idth and I4th July, 1946, 
and the inhabitants were greatly injured thereby? 

(e) If the answer to {a){ii) is in the negati%e, do the Government contem* 
jdate to declare those thoroughfares as j)ubHc ones? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy) : 

(fl) Yes, not public thoroughfares, but mam thoroughfares under section 
6(i)(c) of Bengal Suppression of Immoral Tratlic Act. lUdd. 

(6) and (c) Bouhazar Street . — Two bnnhels were recently found func- 
tioning on Bowbazar Street in the Bowbazar police-station area. 

The occupants and the persons in charge have been prosecuted under sec- 
tion 6(J) of Immoral Traffic Act. The ca.ses are pending in court. 

Gangadhar Bahu Lane . — No brothels are to Ik* found in this place now, 

Prem Chand, Boral Street, Bauerjee Lane and Uarkatta Lane . — Some 
houses in- tliis area w(‘re recently found to have been reoccupied by ])rostitules 
but at the time of inspection by the ]>(dic(‘ no prostitution was noticed being 
carried on. 

Seven days’ discontinuance notices under section b of the Innnoral Traffic 
Act have been served on the new occupants to discontinue \ising the ])lace8 
as broth<*ls. If found disobeying tin* order, th(‘y will he ]>r()secute«l under the 
Act. 

id) Th(‘ answer is in the negative. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Arising out of 
(h) and (c), will the Hon’ble Minister be i)lcMsed to state tin* names of 
the occupants and the persons in charge who have been prosecuted under 
section ()(o)? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be plea.sed to state for the information of the honourable member 
who put this question where these prostitute.s have been rehabilitated now? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: With reference to 
answer (h) and (c) that at the time of inspection by the police no 
prostitution w^as noticed being carried on, will the Hf)n’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how' this information was gathered? 

(No reply.) 

Death from starvation and measures to prevent it. 

*75. Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be jileased to state — 

(?) whether one Sheikh Baharali of village Ilarigati, Union Board 
Kailati, police-station Kalmakanda, district Mymensingh, died of 
starvation during the first part of June last; 

(tV) whether it is a fact that the report of the death of starv’ation of the 
said Sheikh Baharali was submitted in writing to the Subdivi- 
sional Officer, Netrokona, by his son. Sheikh Danis; and 
(iii) whether there was any inquiry held by local authority? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the findings of 
that inquiry? 

(c) If after due inquiry it was found that the man died of starvation, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to .state the steps the Government have 
taken to prevent further deaths by starvation? 
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MINISTER in charge of CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr> Abdul Cofran): (a)(t) Baharali of Harigati died on the 9th 
June, 1946. He was an old man and was ailing for some time. The family 
was in straitened circumstances and it appears that the family was short 
of food for a few days before Baharali’s death. Death appears to have 
been due to infirmity and illness aggravated by shortage of food. 

(n) No. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) The results of the inquiry are as already stated. 

(c) Tlie union in which the decea.s(‘d lived was distressed and relief loans 
were distributed twice in the union before his death the second time only 
ten or eleven days before the death of Baharali. (lovernnient had also made 
an initial grant to the Union Jh)or Fund and the President of Union Board 
had also raised money for the Fund and distributed it for relief. Neither 
Baharali nor his peo])!e however a])proached the relief olficer or the union 
Board for relief and th(‘ ease of tin* family was not brought to the notice of 
relief officers, (jovermnent have introduced the distiibiition f)f rice under 
modified rationing in deficit areas as also distribution of foodgiains from 
chea]) grain shops and by way of free doles. Other reli(‘f measures such as 
distrilnition of loan and gratuitous relief and test relief works ha.»‘ also been 
initiat(‘d in disti‘ess(‘d areas on a large scale. The Department ol Uelief has 
issued oi'd(*rs foi' tin* s(*tting up of a n(*twoi*k of skei(*ton relrei units in the 
l^'oviina* with a view 1(» organise elVectiveh an intelligence service* of rural 
economic conditions and to uinh‘ilake imnn'diate relief work, wln*u ainl where 
necessary. Tin* smallest of tln*s(* units under the charge* of an otfi('(‘r is 
part of a thana not e‘\e<‘eding six unions. It is, ]io\\ t‘ver, ini^iossibh* for 
Government to have a relief staff large* enemuh to umleitake* he)us(‘-te)-he)use 
in(|uiiie*s ami isedate'd e‘ase*s ed elistre*ss ara* liable* to miss ladie*! unh*ss they 
are* br*ought be'feue* the* relie*l e)llie*e*rs by the* h)e*a] pe*o])h‘ tln'iiisclves. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: With refereme to ans^^er (h) 
will the Ilem'lile* Ministe*r he* pleased tei state* ein whose inioi’inaliem the* 
eri(juir\ uas i trade**' 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: That informatiem is rml available. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon Me Minister he 

plcase'el to state who was the* otliee*r win) einpiiree] inter the matte*!'!’' 

The Hon’bie Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Belief Dflieer 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lion Ik Minister he 

ple*ase‘el to j»'ll iis what was the ag«* ol Baharali!*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: He* was ahou! Tl) years old, 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hm l ie Minister he 
])lcased to state* if he* is awai'c that the Cire'le Officer of the* Ivalniakanela 
urea ene]uire*el into the matter ainl sulunitteel a report that the eleath was 
due tei starvatiem ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: T have mr such informatiem. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI; Will the Hon Me Minister he 
pleased fei state if he is a^^^lre that the Suhdivisnmal Officer. Netrakona, in 
a demi-ertfieial letter* threatemed the Uirele Ofliecr erf Kalmakanda with 
Kuspensiern if he diel not withdraw that repent ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: 1 have ner such infemnation. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: With reference to answer 
(a) {li) will the Hern’lrle Minister he pleased to state if he is aware that 
Maulvi Shaw Nawaj, a member of the Union Board, accompanied Sheikh 
Danis, sent of the deceased, when the matter was brought to the notice of 
the Subdivisional Officer, Netrakona, in writing ? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have no such information. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Is the Hon ble Minister 

aware that the report was not forwarded to the Government with the 
intention of concealing the fact from Government that famine conditions 
prevailed in that area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have no such information. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will Gie Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the ailment he was suffering from? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: The nature of the illness has not 
been stated here. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state why Haharali did not approach the Relief 
OfficiT th()Ufj:h he was withcmt food toi da\s? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It was fm him to say. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lion ble Minister be 
plea>tM] to tell u.s for what ]»t‘riod he was sutVeiinj; fiom tlu‘ alleged 
[lis(*ases ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It is not ]u)ssihle tor im* to give 
that intormation. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Tn view ol the inlormaiion just 
now iuInl^he(] h\ Mi'. Anmlxa ( haiidia Adhikan doi*.s the lion ble Minister 
think it d(‘snahh' to initiatt' a .sitting emjuiix into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: rheie has already been an en(|uiry 
into th<‘ matter. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Will tlu‘ Ilon’lde Minis|(‘i })leas(* sa\ if the Itelief 
(Mhcer ol a loealit\ is expta-ted to sc- that m» one dies ol .slauation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Yes, as far as jM.ssibb . 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: It that is so, when a man had died of starvation, 
how' can the (iovenimeiit dtpimd ii])on tin* lejioit ol that Ktdiel Olliecr 
through wdiose fault he died? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: 1 think the (jnestion does not 
require an\ rejily. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon 1 h Minister he 
pleased to tell us if th(*se i<*]K)its wide h M I. Amul>a (’hamlia Adhikan ha.H 
ruentioTn*d were before the emiuirinj^ ofliet*!' who h(‘ld the emjuir\ 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It is ioi him to sa\. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With Telerenee to his an.swer 

that “death appears to have he(‘n due to intinnil\ and illness ’’ etc., 

will the Ilon hle Minister lie ]>leasi*d to state wliether repoil about illnes.s 
was received lioni any docloi ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon bb Minister 
be pleaspfl to state from whom tin* rejuot about illness was reeeive<l ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Trom the Helief Oliimr. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the If m hh Minister 
be pleased to state wbetber the Relief Gfficer gave his report alter Hie man 
had died and w’as interred or before bi.s death? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: After the man had died. 
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Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Will the^ Hon’ble Minister be pleasec 
to state whether he is satisfied with the report on which the answers ar< 
based ? 

The Hon”ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Certainly, I am satisfied. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that distribution of rice under the 
modified rationing scheme in different areas is irregular and very rare? 

Th6 Hon’bfe Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I received no such report. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability 
of intimating to all Relief Officers that they will be held prima facie 
responsible for death from starvation within their areas? 

The Hon’blo Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: That is not within my province. 
However I shall see to it. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: With reference to 
answer (c), will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what is the amount 
of loan given by way of relief to Ihiharali 11 days before his death? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I wan t notice. 

Total requirement of foodstuffs and estimated deficit. 

•76. Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon hie Minister ic 
charge of the ('ivil Supplies J)e])artment be pleased to state — 

(a) the total requirement of (i) rice, (ii) wheat and (ni) other food- 
stuffs in llengal in the year 1 114(1; 

(h) the total stocks of each of the above foodstuffs held by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal on the loth Jun<‘, l!)4tl; 

(r) the total quantities procured from the 1st January, 1940, to the 15tl 
June, 1940; 

(d) the total quantities despatched to different districts during the sam< 
period ; 

(fl) the estimated deficit with regard to each of the above foodstuffs; anc 

(/) the methods the Government propose to adopt for meeting sucl 
deficits ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: {a)(i) Rice — lOJ million tom 
inclusive of local production. 

(tV) Wheat — 000,000 tons exclusive of local production. 

(in) Gram and pulses — 182,000 tons exclusive of local production. 

(b) Rice — 259,900 tons. Wheat — 27,850 tons. Pulses and gram an 
not handled on Government account. 

(c) Procured in Bengal — 

Rice>-7,973.381 raaunds = 292,923 -25 tons. 

Paddy—2,831,274 maunds= 104,014 -47 tons. 

Procured from outside Bengal — 

Rice — 24,000 tons. 

Wheat — 82,598 tons. ^ 

Flour — 750 tons. 

Pulses and gram — Accurate figures are not available. 

(d) A statement is laid on the 'Table. 

(e) Rice — 1 :13 million tons. Wheat — 300,000 tons. Pulses and 

gnm — 182,000 tons. 

(/) By effecting economies in consumption ; scales of supplies have beei 
lowered in overall rationed towns and non-rationed areas. 



1947.} QUESTIONS. m 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (d) of starred question No. 76. 


Despatches of foodgr.\ins axd salt to diffehent distkicts nr ring the 
PERIOD FROM IST JANUARY TO lOTlI J UNE, 194 (). 

fFiguroB are in raaundB.] 


Districts. 

Rico. 

I 

Paddy. 

II 

Wheat. 

Ill 

Wheat 

products. 

IV 

Bakarganj 




11,014 

Bankura 


12,220 


17.446 

Birbhum 



50 

9,124 

Bopcra 




2,400 

Burdwan 

302.443 

1,895 


125,814 

Calcutta 

5,II9,7r)4 

1,637,131 



Chittagong 

66.4H0 

4,990 


43,000 

Dacca 

4.33,055 

188,175 

60 

77,860 

Darjooling 

418,169 

12.HH9 


69,027 

Dinajpur 




7,150 

Faridpur 




8,750 

Hooghly 

329,044 

128.608 

182 

19.612 

Howrah 

113,361 

62,987 



Jalpaiguri 

177,728 

86.545 


21,916 

Jeasore 

42,229 

2,374 i 


8,952 

Khulna 

598,767 

189,163 


8,504 

Malda 




3,93(y 

Midnapora 


2,334 


28,627 

llurshidabad 

12,797 



14,844 

Mymenaingh 

3,948 

196,676 


12,701 

Nadia 

694,136 

186,942 

60 

16,666 

Noakhali 

94,121 

68,646 


9,310 

Pabna 

194,318 

61,609 


8,900 

Rajshahi 




9,150 

Rangpur 

6,720 



10,178 

Tippera 

248,488 

142,846 


13,860 

24>PargaQaa 

286,086 

621,993 


10,320 

Total 

9,041,643 

3,591,8f2 

332 

671,033 


350 


QUESTIONS. 


[24th Feb., 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pelased to 
state the total quantities of foodstuffs distributed to different districts from 
June 1946 to 31 st December 1946? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what does he exactly mean by the term ^‘effecting 
economies in consumption” and what is the amount saved on the measures 
of economies that have been adopted? 

The Hon”ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: “By effecting economies in 
consumption” you will eat only as much as you can. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: What is the total amount saved by 
eating as much as we need? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN; It is not possible for me to say 

that. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; What is the amount saved as a result 
of lowering of the scales of supplies in overall rationed towns and non- 
ration ed areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: What is the total quantity 
procured in Bengal and j)rocured from outside Bengal through outsiders 
who have recently com<‘ to Bengal? 6 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will tin* Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state if the 
methods proposc'd to he adopted by (Jovernment for meeting dc'ficit include 
increasc'd tiovernment procurement ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It is not ]tossihlo for me to say 
w’ln*tln*r it will incn*as(‘ ])rocurement. But certainly it will ht* possible for 
us to meet the deficit. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Sir, I do not think the IToirhle Minister has 
understood my question. Will he l)e pleased to state if the methods of 
meeting deficits include increased Government procurement of rice and 
paddy ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I cannot follow the question. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government in I end to procure more paddy and rice in order to meet the 
defi(*its ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (erbiinly. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state how 
Government propose to increase their procurement of paddy and rice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDJJL COFRAN: There are certain surplus 
districts and we have introduced direct procurement policy at present. 
We have put cordon round these districts and thereby we are securing 
procurement. 


Mr. A. F. STARK; Is it a fact that direct procurement has not 
eucceeded ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Certainly not. 
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Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Rou ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the machinery for procurement of foodstuffs from 
outside Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Basic quota is fixed by the 
Government of India and we einj)loY our agents for procuring that quota 
from the province wherefrom we have to bring it. 

Survey Committees for selection of sites for primary schools in ilessort 

district. 

•77. Mr. BEJOY KRISHNA SARKAR: Will the Hon bh Minister in 
charge of the Education J)e]>artinent be pleased to slatt' — 

{a) the number oi the Survey (\>mmittet‘s formed to select sites oi the 
])ro}iosed free primary s«-liool in tlie district ot .Itv^sore; ami 

(h) the numlKM* of the ScliedultMl Caste nuunhers theriun? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain): > T\vent> -three Surv<‘y fnmmitte(‘s. one for 
each thana, have h(‘i‘ii formed to select sites oi thi* ju^tposed []■(»(» ])r'imary 
scliools in the district (d rlessor’c. 

(If) Thcri' arc 14 Scluulnled (^aste meml)(*rs on tin* committees, 

Mr. BEJOY KRISHNA SARKAR: Will the lion hie Minister be 
])h‘ased to state the iinmher of rnion Snrve\ ('(»nmiitle«>s that have* been 
loimed in the distiiet ol Jessorc*? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: One Committee has Immmi iornuMl ior each 
t liana. 

Mr. BEJOY KRISHNA SARKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister he 

j)h‘as(*(l to si;ji(‘ ])icciscl\ liow nian\ sueh Comriiitle<‘s liavi* liecn soi up m 
tiu* distr'iet of Jessoif 'i 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: 1 want notice 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the llon'bie Minisl.u- he ]>IeaMed 
to slate the iinmher ol niemheis oi all tht‘ t\\enl>-thiHM‘ Sui\o\ Conmiitlee.s 
in the district ol Jessore? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: I have alrca.lN .s..id that the nnmher of 
ineiiihers is fixed by the 'Scliot»] Hoaid. One Commiilee has hceii jormed 
in each thana and the iiumhiM' ot members is fixed hy Seliool Hoard 
according to necessity. At jiresent the nuinher not avaiiahle. 

Admission of students in Presidency College, Calcutta. 

•78. Mr. FAZLUL QADIR; Will the Ilon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Etlucutioii Department heqilis'ised to slate — 

(n^ how mai'.y candidate^ wlio jias-ed T.Se. with lettm,> in the hirst 
Division or simjdv passed in the First Division or Second Division 
liuM* heen refused admi‘'sion in the Hresideney College lljis year; 
and 

(h) whether percentage fixed liv Government for admission of Muslim 
candidates has heen given effect to? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain). (a) Out of 48^ candidaje.s passing I. Sc. either in 
the First or Second Division who were applicants for admi.ssion into the 
3rd year Science Class of this College, as many as 270 were refused 
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admission. Out of 270 candidates 166 were First Division candidates and 
104 Second Division candidates. It is not possible to furnish the exact 
number of First Division candidates with letters who were refused 
admission. 

The reinainin^,^ 213 candidates were selected for admission, of whom 165 
actually took their admission. The number of Muslim students admitted' 
was 42. 

(h) Reservation of seats for Muslim students in the Presidency College 
is fixed at a minimum of 25 per cent, for the present provided the candidates 
conform to the standard of educational fitness prescribed for the purpose. 

The question of revision of this ratio is under consideration. 

Mft FAZLUL QADIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
how many applications from Muslim candidates who passed in the First 
Division were refused? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: The fi^nire is not available. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR; Will the llon’bie Mmister be pleased to state 
whethiT the number 42 is the minimum of the total number admitted? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: I think the lionourabh‘ m(‘mh(»r wants to 
know if the 25 per cent, ratio has been considered as minimum or maximum. 
Unfortunately the authorities of the College <‘onsidered 25 per cent, as the 
maximum. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon'hle Minister be plea^-ed 
to state what is the standard of educational fitness that has been prescribed 
for the above purpose, namely, admission into llie Institution, in the case 
of Muslim boys? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: Generally First Division with letters are 
given preference and then First Division, and if still seats are available 
Second Division. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether any admission test is held for admission in that 
College ? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: No. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the number of petitions from Muslim candidates that were refused 
admission ? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE; I have said before that the figure is not 
available. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the question of revision of the ratio will be completed? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: It is hoped that it will be decided before 
the time for next year’s admission comes. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8JNHA: Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the minimum standard of educational fitness in the case 
of Muslim boys is something different from those prescribed for students 
of other communities, and what is the necessitv for making reservations at 

all? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: The number of non-Muslim candidates are 
generally found to be very large and therefore unless there is some 
reservation Muslim candidates with the same qualification sometimes do 
not get admission. 
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Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, the first part of my question has 
lot been answered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you j)lea^e split up your question? 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
o state whether the standard of educational fitness prescribed for Muslim 
)oys is something difierent from the standard prescribed for boys of the 
ither communities? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: No. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: If not, what is the necessity of 
eservation ? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: It is necessary on account of the very 
^reat rush of candidates for admission. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
rhen (lovernment is ft'oin^ to modih the rule of reservation of seats for 
duslim boys? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: That quotion is under consideration. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon'l^le Minister he pleased 
,0 sii(te whether it is the polic\ of (iioveinnient to tliscMiiiinate between 
.tiidi'iils as T'e^aids admission in j^-etieral institutions on ^.^roumls of 
‘ommunitH^s and not ]mt idlicieno\ as the only t(‘st ? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: ( VitainU it is not the policy of (lovernnient 
;o ])ul aii\ (li'-criniination. KthcnuicN is j’eiierallv the first test, hut then 
joveinment inu>t sec tliat eli;^ibl(‘ sludi-nts ot dilfenuit communities are 
iiU rtdused admission. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Iloiride 

Minister he jilmised to state \\ hen the jiercentaffe of v\ as fixed, and if 
it is the same in all cducalnmal institutions? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: riiis was fixed soimdime in l!)Jv and that 
is coiitinuin^]^ even no\N, and where there has been no revision the same 
percentage continues. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answert to which were laid on the table) 

Management of Livestock 8ection under Director of Agriculture. 

26. Dr. ABDUL AHAD: (rn Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
Livestock Department has been placed under the management of the Agri- 
culture Director; if so, what are his special qualifications to hold the post? 

(b) Does the Ilon’ble Minister contemplate to place this department in 
the hands of the Veterinary Director? 

(c) If not, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Veterinary Assistants of the mufassal do not get a chance 

for betterment of their knowledge in the llengal Veterinarj' College 
as House Surgeons, Laboratory Assistant*, Librarians, Demon- 
strators, Assistant Lecturers, etc., every year or alternate years 
specially those who have meritorious record in the College career; 
and 
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(n) that the private veterinary practitioners do not get a chance in the 
Veterinary College or in the department on a contract basis when 
they gather experience at their own expense and prove their 
capacity amidst the public? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr* Ahmed Hossain)S (a) The Livestock Section has always 
been under the administrative control of the Director of Agriculture, 
Bengal. The present Director who is an I.C.S. officer is assisted in the 
administration of the Jiivestock Section by a highly qualified Assistant 
Director of Agriculture (Livestock). 

(h) Not yet. 

(c) Under j)resent conditions in the Province the Directorate of Veterinary 
Medicine has not sufficient staff to deal with diseases amongst cattle and 
should not therefore he burdened with the additional responsibilities of live- 
stock development. 

(d) (t) There is no systcun of bringing Veterinary Assistant Surgeons to 
the College by rotation for emjdoynient as House Surgeons or in the other 
cai)acit.ies mentioiK'd. Vbdeuinary Assistant Surgeons are, however, given a 
refresher course of post-graduate training according to a prescribed schedule. 
Posts in the College are interchangeable with posts of comparable rank in 
the districts according to the exigencies of public service. 

(it) Higher ])Osts in the Veterinary Directorate and in the College have 
to be filled on tlie advice of the ]^lblic Service (kmimission, Bengal, and no 
question therefore arises of (lovernment making direct api)ointments on 
contract. Private j)ractitioners are not precluded from applying for these 
posts and taking their chance with other candidates when the posts are 
advertised. 


Shifting of Criminal Courts of Sadar subdivision, Tippera. 

27. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Chief Minister’s (General Administration) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Subdi visional Criminal Courts of the Sadar subdivision in the 

district of Tippera which were shifted to Chandina, Laksham, had 
been reshifted to Comilla; and 

(ii) that those Courts had not been shifted to their former Criminal Court 

premises but to the house of the Nawab Bahadur and to that of 
late Nabadwip Ch. Deb Barman? 

(h) Is the Government aware that the litigant public as well as the 
lawyers had Wn suffering on account of shifting of Courts to different places 
instead of shifting- to their former buildings? 

(c) Do the GovernuKUit consider the desirability of immediately making 
arrangement for re-shifting the Courts to tlieir former premises? 

MINISTER in charge of tHh CHIEF MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a){n Yes. 

(n) The Courts could md Ive shifted to the former buildings as the latter 
were under recjuisition. Now that these buildings have been released, the 
Courts are back to their former premises, 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 
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Alleged proeorifitiofi of book entitled ‘‘Bidrohi Rabindranath’’. 

28. Mr. RAMHARI ROYs (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
;he Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Iwok entitled “Bidrohi Rabindranath^' 

by Shri Bejoylal Chattupadhaya is still proscribed by the Govern- 
ment ; 

(ii) whether it was first proscribed in 1932; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that the Government in 1942 and 1943 waa 
prepared to lift tlie ban on condition that certain jiortions of the 
book should be revised ; and 

(iv) whether it is a fact that the lM)ok was actually revised and the revised 
copy was sent to the Governments 

(h) If hO, will the IToirble Minister be pleased to ^tate the facts that still 
jtand in the way of liftinj^ the ban on the book and whetlier he intends to 
;ake immediate step in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) : Grder has issued piTinitting 

republication of the book afb‘r omission of objectionable j)ortions. 

(ii) and (iv) Yes. 

(HI) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. RAMHARI ROYs Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether the order has been ctmimuiiicated to the author of the book? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Yes. Sir. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the flon blo Minister be 

pleased to state what was the nature of the offensive, portions that l(‘d to 
the banning of those portions. 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. RAMHARI ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what are those objectionable portions after the omission of which the order 
of publication has been granted? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Sir, it is a thick book in Bengali. 1 want 
notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to read out the portions that were found objectionable? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; I want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Did the Ilon’ble Minister 
satisfy himself by reading the portion in question whether it was really 
objectionable or not? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: The Hon’ble Minister was satisfied after 
reading it. 


Subdivisional Controller of Civil 8upplies, Coalundo. 

29. Mr. AHMED ALI MIRDHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
Fact — 

(i) that the present Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies, Goalundo 
(Rajbari), attends the ofiBoe never before 2 p.m. and generally 
between the hours of 4 and 5 p.m. ; and 
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(it) that he does not understand Bengali? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Government propose to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran); (a){i) When at Headquarter the 
Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies attends office between 11 a.m. and 
12 noon. Being a touring officer he ham to go out on tour occasionally. On 
days when he goes out on tour in the morning he attends office in the 
afternoon. 

(n) It is not a fact that he does not understand Bengali. 

(b) Itt view of the facts stated, no action is called for except that he is 
being asked to attend office imnetually when at Headquarter. 

Theft of sugar from Government godowns in Calcutta. 

30. Mr. AHMED ALI MIRDHA: {a) Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies ])ej)artrnent he pleased to slate wliether it is a 
fact that bags of sugar were stolen from the Food Haliouing (iodowu in the 
11/C, Canal (hrcular Road, ('aleutta, between the 5th and 8th August, 1946? 

(li) If HO, whether the flon'ble Minister is considering the desirability 
of — 

(/) instituting an enf|uirv into the matter; and 

(//) tjiking steps against the reeurrenee of sueli thid'ts? 

The Hon’blo Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN S {a) Tlnun* is no godown at 11 /(\ 
Canal Circular Road. On the 1st May, 194ti, the godown bearing that 
iiuniher was jenumhercMl as 11/11 (West), Cana! Ciniilar Road. 

No incident of theft, shortage or discrp])anev has b(*en reported from this 
godown during the [H*riod inenliom‘(l. The jdiy^ical stocks ol the godown at 
11 /TI (West), (\inal (^ircular Road, were checked by the Inspecting staff on 
7th August, ]94(), and also on Sth August, 1940, and do not reveal any 
discrepancy. 

(b) Does not arise. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anewen were given) 

Observance of communal ratio in the matter of promotion in Police ranks. 

*79. Mr. 8ERAJUDDIN AHAMMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether communal ratio is l)eing observed in promoting Sub- 

Inspectors and Inspectors of Police to the rank of Inspectors and 
Deputy Superintendents of Police, respectively; and 

(b) if so, whether any supersession has Wen made since the introduc- 

tion of the Communal Ratio Rules? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (qp bohalf of the Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy) : (a) No, because communal ratio does not apply to promotion 
to higher ranks. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHAS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the communal ratio rule applies in the case of appointment to 
police P 
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Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Sir, it does. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8.INHA: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to state what is roughly the communal proportion in the rank of 
["alcutta Police this time? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon Me 

Minister be pleased to state what policy is being followed by (nivemmeut 
in case of promotion ^ 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: In case of promotion etiiciency is there and 
seniority. 

Requisition of military help during recent riots in Calcutta. 

*80. Mr. NARENDRA 8INCH 8INCHI: Will the Hon Me Minister in 
charge of the Home Department Ix^ pleased to state the reason — 

(a) why in the recent communal riots at Calcutta, the Government did 

not call in the helj) of the Military before midnight of August 
17th, although the trouble started nearly HG hours eailier, on 
August IG, and the police failed entirely to control the situation 
from the very beginning; and 

(b) why in spite of the mass butchery, house-breaking and plunder in 

the Tirettabazar area, the poli(*e failed to arrive there not only 
on the IGth but also on the 17th August though the police head- 
quarters at Laliiazar are only two minutes’ walk from the place 
of occurrence? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy). These matters have been referred to an Knquiry (’ommission 
ippointed by the Government of Hengal and Government do not consider 
liat it would be proper to anticipate the timlings of the ( oniinission 
jefure its report is submitted. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Is it the ]»olicy of Government not 
to (amie to any decision regarding any matter concerning the riot.s while 
the (ommission is in progress? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 disallow the question. 

Gun licences in Calcutta and Bengal. 

•81. Mr, M. A. H. I8PAHANI; Will the Hon’Me Minister in charge 
>f the llcune Department be jdeased to state — 

(а) how many gun licences are held by Hindus and how many by 

Muslims in (i) Calcutta and (n) Bengal; and 

(б) how many fresh gun licences were issued during the month of 

August," HMG, to ii) Hindus and (li) Muslims in (1) Calcutta and 
(2) Bengal? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy): Statements I and II are laid on the Tabic. 

Statementfi referred to in reply to starred question No. S], 
Statement I. 

State meuf shifU'iny the 'pun heeiiee,* held hy fiitid'us tiud M uslitns iv Galeutta 
and Bengal ovtside Calcutta, 

Hindus. Muslims. Total. 

Calcutta . . 2,996 709 3,706 

Bengal outside Calcutta 30,162 20,628 60,690 
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Statement showing gun licences issued during the month of August, 1946, in 
Calcutta and Bengal outside Calcutta. 

Hindus. Muslims. Total. 

Calcutta . . 7 8 16 

Bengal outside Calcutta 163 173 336 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: AVill the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state as to how many ai)plication8 for gun licences were received from 
Hindus and Muslims? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state the criteria which the (jovernment took into consideration while 
granting new licences? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Sir, it is left to the oflieer concerned to give 
licences to persons whom he thinks respectable and who can take the 
responsibility for the w'eapon that is issued. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will ihe Ilon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state who is the officer who is in charge of issuing these 

licences ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA! In Calcutta the Deputy Commissioner of Police 
in charge of Arms Department. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Hon’ble Ministers have not interfered into any case? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: No, Sir, we have not. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

pleased to state if it is not a fact that the Hon’ble Chief Minister on his 

own initiative granted licences to certain Muslim gentlemen in Howrah? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: The question refers to Calcutta, not Howrah. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am afraid that there may 
be some misunderstanding after that answ^er there. The Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has not issued licences on his own initiative either in Calcutta or 
in Howrah or in any part of Bengal. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be 
pleased to state as to whether he recommended any such cases to the Arms 
Commissioner ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. 

Whereabouts of Debnath Das of Kirnahar, Birfohum. 

•82. Mr. NI8HAPATI MAJHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he has any information about the whereabouts of Debnath 

Das of Kirnahar, district Birbhum, who was in Japan during the 
war employed in the office of N. K. Quader and Oo., Osaka; 

(ii) whether he was a member of the Azad Hind Government ; and 

(Hi) whether he has been removed to the Bed Fort of Delhi or is he still 
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(b) If the informatian asked for is not readily available in Bengali will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of approaohm^t 
the Government of India for the required information P 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
8uhrawardy) : (a) and (h) Reference has been made to the Government of 
India to ascertain whether they have any information regarding this person 
which they are prepared to disclose. 

Cattle epidemic in Jessore. 

*83. Dr. BHOLANATH BI8WAS>: {a) Will the ilon’bje Minister in 
chaige of the Agriculture (Veterinary) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a very large number of cattle died and are still d\ing 
as a result ('f serious e])idemics since January, 1946, in the district of Jessore 
specially in Ka'ligaiij, Kotcliand])ur and Monirampur police-stations? 

(b) Will thi* Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what i)reveniive and 
curati'e measuies have been ado])tedP 

(c; Is it a fact that during the time wdien the outbreak in Jhenidah sub- 
division was at its climax, i.e., in March and April, 1946, the Veterinary 
Surgeon of Jhenidah was absent on leave, no subsiitut(‘ was sent and the 
epidemic was unattended? 

(d) Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleas(‘d to state if there is any vaccinator 
in the district of Jessore for vaccination of cattle? 

(a) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, do the Government consider 
the desirability of appointing vaeeinators to cope with the epidemic? 

(/) Do the Governm(‘nt consider the desirability of storing necessary 
serums and medicines at flessore in view of the fact that the epidemic 
generally breaks out in the district? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmd Hossain): 

{a) Haemorrhagic Septicaemia of cattle broke out in an epidemic form in 
certain parts of Jessore district and resulted in a number of deaths. The 
disease is now under control. 

(h) A large number of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons and vaccinators 
were sent to the affected areas to deal with the epidemics. The mass inocula- 
tion scheme which is now in operation should serve to check the outbreak 
0 *' cattle epidemics in the district. 

(c) No. The Veterinary Assistant in charge of the subdivision was on 
leave for a short period in May. Several men from other districts were 
deputed to control outbreaks during May in this particular subdivision. 

(d) . No. 

(e) A large number of vaccinators have been kept in a pool in Calcutta 
and are drafted to districts in accordance with needs. 

(J) No difficulty has ever been experienced in arranging supplies of sera 
and vaccines to any part of the Province. A separate centre for Jessore 
seems unnecessary. 

Basement of Urdu scripts from station buiidings and station nametioatids. 

•84a Mr, HA88AN ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Works and Buildings Department aware that the names of the railway 
stations and {)ther matters were written both in Bengali and Urdu scripts in 
the station buildings and platform signboards? 

(b) If the answ^er to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that recently writings in ‘^JJrdu’’ 
scripts have all been erased out? 
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' (c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 

■pleased to state — 

I 

(i) what are the reasons therefor; and 

(ii) under whose order such erasements have taken place? 

Dr. BHOLANATH BISWAS (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Dwarkanath 
Barori): (a) Yes, on East Indian and Beng^al Nagpur Kailways. As 
regards Bengal Assam liailway, it is reported that as a security measure 
during the war, station names w^ere obliterated from station buildings and 
station nameboards removed, liecently, while replacing station name- 
boards at stations in the railway district of Katihar, Urdu script was used 
in addition to English and Bengali by mistake. This was a departure 
from the old standard practice. As soon as detected the mistake was 
rectified by the railway. 

(h) No such orders have been issued by the Bengal Nagpur and East 
Indian Kailway authorities. 

(c) Vide replies to questions (a) and {h) above. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state as to whether so far as the East Indian and Bengal-Nagpur Railways 
" are concerned, the Government have no say in the matter? 

Dr. BHOLANATH BISWAS: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state who was responsible for the mistake committed ? 

Dr. BHOLANATH BISWAS: The Railway authorities. 

Suffering of steamer passengers of Khulna-Madaripur steamer servioe. 

•85. Dr, PRATAR CHANDRA GUHA ROY: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home (Transport) Department aware — 

{i) that Khulna-Madaripur Bil route steamer service is the main 
communication line existing to link up Madaripur to the outer 
world; 

{ii) that huge number of passengers from Khulna ghat travel everyday ; 

(Hi) that there were two steamers before war; 

(iv) that in the war time only one small steamer was allotted to run; 

(v) that after war the same arrangement is being maintained; 

(vi) that a small crew steamer is running with a very small accom- 

modation; 

(vii) that the huge number of passengers are running in the only one 

small steamer ; 

(viii) that even standing space is not available; 

(is) that many ladies and infants fainted many times; and 

(;r) that no adequate supply of foodstuff is available in the steamer? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what step has bA 
taken or will be taken in immediate future to allay the distress of the Bil 
route passengers ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy) : {a){l) Madaripur is connected with other districts by the 
following services: — 

(1) Madaripur-Tarpasa seiwice. 

(2) Madaripur-Barisal se^ce. 
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(3) Madaripur-Ehulna service via Bil route. 

(m) Tes. The average daily number of passengers may be between 600 
to 700. 

{iii) and {iv) Tes. 

{v) to {vii) Only one vessel is running now due to shortage as a result of 
lequisitioning of vessels for war purposes. The vessel is, however, bigger 
in size and carries more passengers than that carried by two vessels before 
the war. The licensed capacity of the vessel is not exceeded. 

(viii) This is not correct as the licensed capacity of a vessel is not allowed 
to be exceeded. 

(ia) No such cases have come to the notice of Government. 

Vendors are maintained on all the steamers but due to general food 
shortage varieties of food catered for are not as numerous as in pre-war days. 
There are no complaints of shortage of foodstuffs. 

(h) The service will be restored to the pre-war level as soon as the 
Company’s vessels are derequisitioned by the military. 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: Is it known to the Minister in 
charge that only one steamer, crew steamer named ‘^Seuli,” is running 
between Madaripiir and Khulna? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I have said that owing to the shortage of 
steamers there is only one steamer. 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: About the question where the 
Minister has stated that the steamer is bigger in size, I say a small 
steamer is running there. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of it? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; Information with Government is that it is a 
bigger size steamer than the pre-war one. 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: The Hon’ble Minister has 
stated that the vessel's capacity has not exceeded. I say that the vessel’s 
capacity is exceeded to such an extent that passengers of many intermediate 
stations are not taken. 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Information with Government is that it is not 
exceeded. 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: The Hon’ble Minister says 
that Government did not get information that ladies and infants fainted. 
Is it not a fact that in Gopalganj hospital some ladies were admitted? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Government is not aware of the fact. 

^ Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: In view of the answer given by the 
Hon’ble Minister, will he be pleased to make an enquiry into the matter as 
alleged by Dr. Guha Roy? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I shall certainly look into the matter. 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA GUHA ROY: With reference to answer (a:) 
where the Hon’ble Minister has stated * ‘vendors are maintained on all the 
steamers but due to general food shortage varieties of food, etc.”, is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that vendors cannot take fruits for more than 30 
to 40 persons’ consumption? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Vendors can take as much as they like. 

Mr. MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Arising out of answer (b) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government are endeavouring 
to de-requisition the vessels? 
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Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Vessels, I tliink, will come very shortly. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question time over. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
may I move an adjournment of which I have ^iven notice and that is in 
connection with indiscriminate shooting in Balurghat? I have got your 
consent. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any objection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Yes, Sir. Is it a matter of 
urgent public importance? On what date the occurrence took place? 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Yes, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am told, Sir, that the 
shooting or whatever it was took place some considerable time ago and 
there have been sittings of the House since then. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: The occurrence took place 
on the 2()th February last. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The position is this. Ido 
not think, Sir, that i shall be able to deal adequately with any 
adjournment motion that may be moved on the subject, as we have not 
yet got complete information on the matter. We have sent wires and 
have asked for information. I propose, Sir, that since the matter is 
somewhat serious, — and not only this matter, but we feel that there is a 
general wave of lawlessness in the Province which will have to be adequately 
dealt with in order to safeguard the livens and property of the peoi)le of the 
Province, — I should like to make a statement on the floor of this House. 

I hope that tlie motion will not be moved. On Thursday next I propose to 
place a statement on the floor of this House upon such materials which I may 
have at my disposal by that time. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Sir, in view of what has been 
stated by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, I would not like to press my 
motion. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have given notice of an 
adjournment motion on the murder of villagers in Khanpur by the Police 
and consent has been given to that motion. I should like to press my 
motion, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any objection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, there is. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those members who are in favour of this 
motion kindly rise in their seats. 

(Only two members rose in their seats.) 

Leave refused. 

(The House was then adjourned for IT) minutes.) 

' > 

(After Adjourment.) 

Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members are aware that owing to the death 
of Mr. S. K. Sawday, a casual vacancy has occurred in the Committee on 
Public Accounts. Now under sub-rule (J) of rule 112 of the Bengal 



1947.] 


QOVEENMINT BILL. 


368 


Legislative Assembly Procedure Buies the Hon’ble Speaker has nominated 
Mr. J. R. Methold to fill the casual vacancy caused by the death of Mr. 8. K. 
Sawday. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temfiorary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Siuha, you move your iiiotiou. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I beg to move by way of 
amendment that the Bengal Ordinances Tempoiary Enactment Bill, 1947, 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dlst 
December, 1947. 

Sir, a few days ago we had a discussion about lliese Ordinances while 
resolutions were moved expressing disapproval of tliese Ordinances. Now, 
Sir, these Ordinances liave again been placed before the House as the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Provision Bill, and 1 understand that these 
Ordinances will further come before this House as Bills to be j)Iaced on the 
Statute Book on a permanent footing. The Ministry has not only issued 
Ordinances in the past, but what they want is that these Ordinances should 
not only remain as a temporary measure but they should be on a permanent 
footing and they should in future be in the ordinaiy scheme of things so 
far as the administration of Bengal is concerned. 1 h^ve no hesitation to 
say that this Ministry has not only ruined our past, destroyed our present, 
but is intent upon mortgaging our future. That is the intention of the 
Ministry. It has arranged for our eternal damnation and for the replace- 
imuit of the ordinary la-w and order by an Ordinance llaj about which we 
.spoke in unequivocal condemnation a few days ago. That is, Sir, the way 
in which Bengal is going to be killed. We, on this side of the House, 
have nothing but the strongest condemnation for this sort of rule. We do 
not deny that it becomes necessary for Government to assume power to 
suppress lawlessness and disorder, but, Sir, our strongest criticism against 
this sort of Ordinances is that the present Ministry has been using these 
powers not for tlie good of the country and the people, but for the 
encouragement of lawlessness and disorder if these are ])erpetrated by a 
section of the people and for pouncing upon innocent people if they happen 
to belong to a paiticular community or to a .section of the people who 
profess a political creed that is different from that adopted or professed 
by the party in power. It is, Sir, to be remembered that only a few days 
ago the police pounced upon innocent students who happened to stage a 
demonstration in support of the freedom movement that is going on in one 
part of Asia. But 1 can testify personally to the fact that the marching of 
Muslim National Guards openly in the streets of Calcutta in military uniform 
was sanctioned or at least connived at by the police. This is the object. 
Sir, the sum total of benefit with which these Ordinances have been able to 
confer. In spite of the Special Powers Ordinance which prohibits 
processions and in spite of the section 144 in Calcutta, the Muslim National 
Guards are allowed to go out parading in processions in the streets of 
Calcutta, while the innocent students who in the exuberanc.e of their 
youth staged a peaceful procession were fired upon in the streets ot 
Calcutta. That is a fundamental objection on which we raise our voice of 
condemnation. It has now been the question that the Government must 
have the sanction of the people if they choose to take upon themselves the 
grave responsibility of governing Bengal under these emergency powers. 
This is not ordinary legislation. If Government take upon themselves tiie 
responsibility of foisting an Ordinance-Raj, we must see to it, if these 
powers are assumed, that these powers are used for the good of the people 
and not for a sectarian purpo.se or for the benefit of a section of the 
people who happen to be favoured by Government against another section 
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of tlie people who happen to dilPer from the Goyemment. That is one of the 
fundamental points of criticism that we advance against these Ordinances. 
We also raise our voice of condemnation against this system of Ordinances, 
as such. We are no supporters of any Ordinance-Raj. There can be no 
provijion under the provisions of the Constitution to govern Bengal by a 
system of Ordinances. That is “Why we gave notices of resolutions 
expressing our disapproval of these Ordinances. Unfortunately those 
resolutions have not found acceptance in this House. But I beg to remind 
this House that in the parliamentary system the Opposition is certainly' not 
only a party inside the House but it is a party outside the House also. 
I may be permitted to say that the role of the Opposition, the object of the 
Opposition, is more aimed to transform the public opinion outside the House 
rather than inside the House. And with that object in view I rise here 
today not only to speak to the other side of the House but also to the people 
outside in general and appeal to them not to stand by the Ordinances for 
a moment and throw them into the waste-paper basket. It is not only a 
communal question so far as these Ordinances are concerned. It is a 
question of fundamental principle of the people and, as such, it is to the 
interest of the people that these Ordinances are not placed on a permanent 
footing on the Statute Book. I say therefore that these Ordinances should 
be sent out for eliciting public opinion. I think it would be a most 
grievous wrong if they are placed on , the Statute Book without allowing 
the public to give an expression of their feeling on these Ordinances. 

With these words, Sir, I move the motion that stands in my name. 

Mri N U R UZZAM AN ; '3 

Ordinance ^i^ri i ^ ^ \3 
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c'rr^^r wl^ ^ c'rcl m, 

^ i 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You will get your cliance to speak later on. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On the circulation motion 
moved by Mr. Sinha? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I urn sure, Sir, the honourable 
member cannot add anything to what Mr. Sinha has stated. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, there is one point in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons to which I deem it essential to draw your 
attention. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons it has been stated that 
the continuance of these Ordinances has been necessitated but it has not 
been stated what are the reasons for continuing them. The Bill refers to 
the Ordinances which were promulgated during the M^ar, and it goes on to 
flay 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar, do you want to speak? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 want a few minutes to 
call the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to a few points and that w'ill be 
the last speech from our side. 

Sir, it has been stated that the recent disturbances in Bengal Jiave 
necessitated emergent legislations connected with law and order. With 
reference to this particular point I would like to point out that Ordinances 
and Special Powers are no safeguards and guarantee for the maintenance 
of law and order where law and order gets endangered as a result of 
communal passions roused. Now, Sir, the point is that the Hon’ble Thief 
Minister who comes forward with this Bill and with this particular reason 
has insisted on this Bill knows very well that if the politics of his partv 
does not abjure the rousing of communal passion and the communal basis 
for their very existence, it is impossible, if the communal passion is 
unleashed, to maintain law and order through legislative measures. 

Sir, from the standpoint of the communal politics of the Hon’ble Thief 
Minister’s party, they go on inflaming communal passion in everything, 
crying ^ ‘Hindu” and crying “Muslim” on every point and crying 
“communalism” and thereby day in and day out in every walk of life we 
find that the political atmosphere in Bengal is vitiated to a degree by the 
unending and nauseating cry of communalism. If it is a question of 
admission of students to colleges, there comes communalism. There is no 
question of more accommodation for the education of all students, but there 
is the question of communal apportionment and division in the matter of 
admission. In that way we find a surplus and a huge volume of communal 
malcontents created directly as a result of this policy. I say that if by a 
continued policy of communalism, you lead on to such passion being 
unleashed, then these laws and ordinances are no safeguards. On the 
contrary, unless and until the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s party finds its way 
to abjure politics of communalism, he knows it very well as I do that among 
the non-Muslim populations of the country there is bound to be suspicion, 
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howeTer deplorable and undesirable it may be, that all these measures are 
meant to serve the communal ends of his party with a view to strangle and 
throttle those who do not fall in line with his communal politics. We 
know, during the recent disturbances as a result of encouraging communal 
passion, what happened. Even such Muslims who did not approve of the 
politics of communalism of the Muslim League were attacked and were in 
constant danger. I, therefore, suggest that it would be nothing short of 
sheer hypocrisy to talk of the recent disturbances in Calcutta as a plea for 
continuance of these ordinances. These disturbances did not arise out of 
any weakness in the machinery of law, they did not arise out of any dearth 
n disturbances arose out of the deliberate policy that 

the Hon ble Chiet Minister’s party has been following in this country T 
say this is absolute hypocrisy to plead these disturbances for furtlier 
powers. Unless communalism is abjured, these measures are no safe- 
guards. Let the Hon’ble Chief Minister say whether he w’ould advise his 
party to abjure, this politics of communalism in order to maintain law^ and 
^der in this country, otherwise this province, as sure as anything, as the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister threatened on the Ibth August in his speech, is 
heading tow\ards civil w'ar and these laws wdll be no safeguards. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, J am sorry that Mr. Sinba 
has made such a strong speech on such a minor matter. The result of such 
speeches is that wdieii he really begins \o cry “wolf”, nobody will pay 
attention to it. 1 think that after all the speeches delivered on that day we 
have made it abundantly clear that these ordinances that ^vere being 
enacted liad to be brought into operation because the ordinances produced 
by the (jovernment of India and which affected the provincial jurisdiction 
lapsed on the dOth September. If w’e are largely mortgaging our rights — 
not merely mortgaging your rights but mortga’ging oui rights — we are 
doing so only for fi months and may be for a year, but certainly this Bill 
will disappear before June, 1948, when 1 suppose w’e shall be in a position 
to make a fresh start. 

I resent very strongly any insinuation that these ordinances or any such 
have been utilized in a discriminatory manner or against any particular 
community. As a matter of fact, it is abundantly knowm to " my friends 
opposite that there is grave resentment amongst the Muslims for, if I may 
so put it, the even-handed justice which this (Government has dealt and 1 
propose, Sir, to follow the policy with which we came into the Legislature, 
viz., to deal fairly, squarely and justly by all peoples. I think that 1 am 
entitled to stand here and say that any laws which (jovernment may take 
unto itself will be dealt wdth without any discrimination wdiatsoever. 
(Mr. Niharkndit Dutt-Mazumdar : Being communal you cannot be 
impartial.) 

As regards Mr. Nibarendu Dutt-Mazumdar’s speech on communalism, I 
hardly think that anybody here gives any credit to it, but 1 w^ould like to 
say this one thing on behalf of the defence of the Chief Minister’s party 
wdiich has been so maligned by the honourable member that there would 
not have been any w'ord Muslim or Hindu or communalism or any communal 
party if Mr. Nibarendu Dutt-Mazumdar and his party, wdieu they had the 
administration and powder in their hands, had dealt wdth the Muslims fairly 
and squarely. 

The motion of Mr. Bimal Chandra Sinha that the Bengal Ordinances 
Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by 31st December, 1947, w'as then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. be taken into consideration 
w^as then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill w^as then put and agreed 
to. 
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Clause 2. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 2, line 4, 
for the word “six” the word “three” be substituted. 

Sir, let me say a few words in support of my amendment. Fundamentally 
I am opposed to this measure — this Ordinance rule, arbitrary rule. It is not 
desirable that this extraordinary, extra-judicial measure should remain in 
force even for three seconds. Attempts have been made from this side of 
the House for the last few days to impress upon the Government the desir- 
ability of dropping this measure altogether but they were of no avail. So, 
I am now trying to limit and lessen the evil effects of these Ordinances as 
much as possible. Hence my amendment to limit <he operation of this 
measure to throe months only. Judged from another view point, it may 
meanwhile afford sufficient time to all concerned to separately consider each 
of these things in c.rtenso, if nece.ssary. 

Sir, Avith these words I commend my amendment to the aeceptanet‘ of 
the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, 1 op])ose it because 
Government want time to consider each separate Ordinance in c.rtniso, as my 
learned friend ])uts it. We want time to do il and for that reason we are 
asking for six months’ time and, if necessary, for a year. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, I am supporting 
Mr. Dhar’s amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Are you not moving your amendment!'' 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: No, Sir, J am not 
moving my amendment. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir, I beg to move that the proviso 
to clause 2 be omitted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment 1 have got one word to say. On 
principle I am opposed to give the executive power to extend the operation 
of the Bill without referring the matter to the Legislature. Power lias been 
given in the clause itself that the Bill will continue to be in operation for 
six months. Then, Sir, in the proviso it has been stated that the 
Executive, if it so intends, can extend the operation for a further period of 
six months without referring the matter to the Legislature. On principle, 
Sir, J am opi) 08 ed to that. 

Secondly, Sir, I think the Hon’ble Chief Minister has told us that with 
regard to the Ordinances Bills will be introduced, and as a matter of fact 
Bills have been introduced in the Legislature, and I am quite sure, Sir, that 
a period of six months is quite sufficient to have the Bills passed. If the 
Bills are passed by this House there is no necessily for extension for a 
further period of six months. 

On these grounds, Sir, T commend my motion for the accejitance of the 
House. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in the proviso to clause 2, line 4, for the words “six” tin* word 
“three” be substituted. 

Sir, the object of my motion is amply clear. First of all, Sir, I support 
the amendment that has been moved by the Deputy Leader of our party, 
but in case Government feels that it cannot hurry up and requires such a 
long period of time even to the extent of one year for the Bills to be taken 
into consideration and passed, Avell then, Sir, 1 submit that such a long time 
should not be given in the second case, and instead of the word “six” the 
word “three” should be substituted. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs Sir, I wish I could have 
accepted that resolution, because on principle it is not proper that Govern- 
ment should extend the time of a law by an executive order. I quite realise 
that. But owing to the fact that a tremendous amount of work has to be 
done by this House, it may not be possible for us to put through all the 
measures. Also, Sir, this House has a method of obstructing and objecting 
very successfully to any measure that it does not like. (Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta: No, no.) So, Sir, I feel that I must take this power into 
our hands. I can assure the House that we will not exercise this power 
arbitrarily and I shall open myself to censure of any kind, should the House 
find that we are exercising this power unnecessarily. 

The motion of Mr. Manoranjan Dhar that in clause 2, line 4, for the 
word “six” the word “three” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the proviso to clause 2 be 
omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Bimal Chandra Sinha that in tlie pioviso to clause 2, 
line 4, for the word “six” the word “three” be substituted, was then put 
and lost. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

The Schedule. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that in the Schedule the figures “1946” under the heading “Year”, 
the figure “II” under the heading “Number”, the words and figures “The 
Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, 1946” 
under the heading “Short title” be omitted. 

Sir, the object of my amendment is clear. That is, so far as the 
provisions of the Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Ordinances are 
concerned, 1 want that they should not continue in operation for a period 
of six months as desired by this Bill. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I do not want to give a long speech. What I 
want to say was said by me when the resolution disapproving the Ordinance 
was moved by my friend Mr. Bimal Chandra Sinha. Sir, I feel that there 
has been discrimination in the Collective Fines Ordinance, but the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister has just now told us that there will not be any discrimination. 
What I want. Sir, is imposition of collective fines in Noakhali and Tippera, 
but no collective fines have been imposed there, and I am further told that 
in the imposition of collective fines in Dacca there has been discrimination, 
because in the case of a person who was killed only a fine of Rs. 300 was 
imposed, but in the case of a person who was injured a fine of Rs. 5,000 
had been imposed. Such a discrimination has taken place in the past and 
I feel. Sir, that such a discrimination will take place in future. Moreover 
the imposition of collective fines causes hardship upon innocent people too. 
So, Sir, I do not want that the provision of the Collective Fines Ordinance 
should continue in operation for a fui’ther period than six months. 

With regard to Civic Guards, Sir, I have expressed my views already, 
namely, that Muslim National guards will be another name of civic guards 
and I still entertain the view that Civic Guards will act as Muslim National 
guards. 

With these words. Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 

House. 
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Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8-GUPTA : src^m, ^^trar 

;n’«f ^ (Tj ?rfOTf^i Civic Guard 

Collective Fine Ordinance % i ^®.m^ 6t^ ^ 'STtc^rfF^l 

tfrirm I (?ri>i ^Pn cjj 

(PI ii^ (PI btfe, I (PFPI ^^1 Ttw 

cn ^stc^ c^t?? c’Tnrf^ ’trl^ cn, (?to w c’fnifii 

bTf%C? I 

5ft»5n cvc-t^ *ftwi-vt^t7 ftt^i c’Kdiir 

cf\ wtTC^ srn^T ' Civic Guard ^ c^ cq^i 

'T^ zP\] fV f%f^j 01 'ft^-vtsrt^i ^ o^ d^rcs ? 

JTf? C7lf?5T ^1 C>r Vt^-5l^FWC^ ^I TO 

^fOT cTO 'srm? ^vft^ 3rfgV'L5ft^ ^fC5 5t^i Collective Fine 4^1 
«r3^ ^vn 1 ^ (TiT-m Itfs T*M ^71 3ifi ^rrtn to Constable, 

cb>f^‘n^ CTO TO I TO c»i w A^f^] »rmi TO c^'T *n^i ^1 TO^i 

^l!jm ^ TO^T ^FfifTOt^ Tf^fTO C^r3 ^r ^1 tost 3I^:TO1^ 5T3R: ^f%cn 

I TO’f? ^r«T^ f%? ^1, ’trtc'T^ vtc^ ^ f^sr ^ri, TO? ?st %t 

^n <7r? ?? Wl? cTOF? ^rf^f?i to ?tot5t i ^t^i, TOi TO TOi 
--A^ Ft^r? erj»T TO ^t?i TOfc:*r? ftTOi^ Collective Fine 1 a’^ 

Collective Fine to TOl TOtl^ C'^?fksT? ? bsT% 

Collective Fine a^ (PfPi ?mi V? TO i TO TOi ??? TO >i]^ €t?i cTOcvc^ 

c^t f^fr? csTtTO? ^’f? TO)rTO ?f?TO I c? TO? ?m) ?rTO c^.t ?T?*?m ?fw 

Collective Fine 5;? m ^’r? TOt? TO ?? 'il^ Collective Fine o\ ?«t 

*1 

JTfrS -tff% ?TO TO, TOTO ^fir-f TOfTO 'il?^ TO’f? ^Jpr’VCST? ^f%1— <i3*CV? Tiltc^ 

cTO c?^3?i TO TOvtc^ TOi ?mt? to?i Tagore Law Lecture 4 ’Tc^f^TO 

A'^ WI ?Tf% ^^TOW TO f^«T OfCl? *ttf%?^‘T?, ?R ^t?l CTO ®tTOi ?1 rij?FTC^ 

^T^’c? €tc?? To c?C?f compensation '^tTO 5’’^, ^fsr 01 TO? ?TO 1 :^r^i cTO 
’TO €t?i -ttf^ T«ff? CTt? TO -A — TOi c?5?, ^^21 3 pension f?TO TOt? 

TO ?tc*T? ^ c?t Am vfc^ -rf^ c?t to?? aws btHc? f^?? €nn Collective Fine 
A^ 3 4^ f%f%c^ '^rtf? 4$ ??a. ^tro TO?f% ?rT?Tf5'? 1 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I would prefer that all 
the amendments are moved and then I would give a general reply. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, 1 beg to move that in the 
Schedule the figures “1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “III” 
under the hea4ing “Number”, the words and figures “The Bengal Molasses 
Control Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short title” he omitted. 

Sir, I will not make any speech but the .speech will be made by my 
Deputy Leader, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 do not think there is any 
necessity of a provision for control of molasses in Bengal. So 1 would urge 
upon the Government to discontinue this measure. 

Mr. MANORANilAN DHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule 
the figures “1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “IV” under the 
heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Bengal Drugs Control 
Continuance Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short title” be omitted. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I will speak a few words in moving this 
motion. Generally speaking, I am against vesting this partisan and 
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communal Government with any controlling power anywhere. Sir, with 
the end of the war all sorts of control, regimentation and commandeering 
of public life should have ended, but unfortunately it is not so. Sir, 
controls under bad ausj)ices are most harmful and controls without any 
adequate arrangements for distribution and supply really do more harm 
than good. What liarm these controlling measures have done will be 
evident from one salient fact. You know. Sir, that thousands of patients 
are dying of malaria for want of quinine, and many patients and medical 
practitioners have openly complained that they are not getting supply of 
quinine. And why.^ Government have said that output of quinine has 
increased and supplies are coming from various souretvs. But where do 
these supplies go? This supply of quinine goes to the black market. It 
is a mystery. Control without any proper system of distribution — tliis one- 
eyed, partisan and motivated control can do no good to the country. 

Sir, as regards the supply position of various drugs I am lold that the 
suj)ply position is steadily improving. \ arious supjilies are coining troin 
different sources from foreign countries and also from local manuiacturers 
who are rapidly augmenting the supplies. Generally drugs are available 
now in abundance. There may be shortage of a few items here and there 
but generally all available drugs are in the market. Some drugs go to the 
black market no doubt, but that there is an abundant supply of them is an 
incontrovertible truth. Sir, a few days ago I was told that the Provincial 
Drugs Advisory Committee held a meeting on the 14th January last. This 
Provincial Drugs Advisory Committee specially recommended that there 
should be no further control over drugs because of the vast improvement 
in the supply position. All the members of the Committee were present in 
that meeting. It goes without saying that it is a governmental body c^id 
in that body are represented almost a| sections of the people including 
traders and medical practitjpners and Government representatives are also 
[there. With only the Government representatives dissenting, that Com- 
mittee declared that there should be no further control of drugs. Still the 
Government is determined to continue this controlling measure. And what 
for? Sir, as regards quinine it was specifically reconimended that quinine 
should be forthwith decontrolled. But nothing is being done to make that 
effective. Sir, if we look at the pictures of other provinces where the 
Government of India Control Order lapsed on September JO, we find that 
no other province except Bengal and Sind has continued this control 
measure. Everywhere else it has been discontinued. Why should it 
continue in Bengal? Madras was continuing it, but since January last 
they have also discontinued it. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister must make out 
a sufficient case for continuing this control measure here in Bengal. 

Sir, there are other aspects too. This control on provincial basis has 
some undesirable aspects. There may be some articles with short supplies. 
If you control these things, they wull find their w^ay to other provinces 
where there is no control over drugs, and these drugs may go underground 
and may go into the black market. So, Sir, as a result of tl^is measure the 
suffering people will not be benefited in any way. Unless and until 
Government look at the picture as a whole, unless and until Government 
are prepared to tackle the measure w'hole-heartedly as whole-hogger, and 
unless they look at the problem from all the angles possible, they cannot be 
entrusted with this ill-conceiveib power. So, Sir, even if this control is to 
be continued, I say that they may reconsider the whole position, they may 
fully analyse the position. They may find out whether all the items ol drugs 
are in short supply or not. First let them ascertain what are the items which 
are in short supply. If they find that it is necessary that control over those 
items should be continued, ' they may come up before the Assembly with a 
fresh proposal, and, I think, the House wdll not object to that. But 
without ascertaining the position as a whole, without exact ^ calciuatmu, 
liAw non +>»av ern nn blindlv imuosincr control over all the items? Sir, 
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handled, you will see in respect of important drugs, such as quinine or any 
other product of cinchona, that there will be an eternal shortage of those 
drugs — not because they are in short supply, not because they are not 
manufactured, there is an immense possibility of manufacturing cinchona 
products in this country, but because of Government's bungling and 
indifference. Government are not moving to set right the defective distri- 
butive arrangement. They only want to mechanically impose control on 
drugs and all other things. So, Sir, this blind mood of Government for 
imposing control must be resisted, and this is why we are obstructing the 
proposal for imposing control. With these few words, Sir, I commend my 
motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Hhar, you may move your next 
amendment. 

Mr, MANORANJAK DHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule 
the figures “194(i" under the heading “Year”, the figure “VI” under the 
heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Uengal S]H‘cial Ih)wers 
Oidinance, 1940” under the heading “Short title” be omitted. 

Sir, this is the most obnoxious of all Ordinances. The principles under- 
lying this measure are repugnant to all canons of justice and equity. Sir, 
all the oppressive provisions of a war-time measure, I mean the Defence of 
India Rules, are exactly reproduced and embodied in tlu* provisions of this 
Ordinance. In this Bill, the definition of “prejudicial act” and the 
definition of “prejudicial reports” are also an exact rehash of the definitions 
contained in the Defence of India Rules. Sir, we have not yet forgotten 
the tragic; history of lepressions — cjountry-wide repressions, carried on 
under the cover of those Defence of India Rules. Sir, thousands of persons 
were detained, thousands of houses were blasted, and insults and indignities 
were meted out to thousands of innocent persons — all those, under the 
universally condemned Defence of India Rules. I arn afraid, all these 
things may occur again under this measure. Sir, here the recent disturbances 
have been trotted out as one of the excuses for this measure. That is an 
untenable plea. I think it is a mere camouflage. Government’s intention 
is to subdue, to suppress every popular movement, every popular demonstra- 
tion under the cover of this measure. Actually it is so happening. Powers 
given under this Ordinance are sure to be abused by the reactionary die-hard 
bureaucrats who are never over-burdened with any conscientious scruples 
in the name of maintaining law and order. I am sure, Sir, in the name of 
maintaining law and order, in the name of maintaining public order, they 
are going to maintain an ominous bureaucratic sway over the public life in 
every way. 

The other day the Hon’ble the Chief Minister was telling the House, in 
reply to an interpetation made by me, that this measure was not being used 
in political spheres. That is a lie. Sir. I say it is a deliberate distortion 
of trutL Actually it is being used against political workers in the political 
sphere. I shall cite a few instances. In Mymensingh, on 22nd January, 
a procession was taken out, a peaceful procession, a lawful procession. It 
was peacefully passing along Mymensingh roads without any disturbance, 
without causing annoyance to anybody, when out of the procession suddenly 
32 students were taken away and put under arrest for no rhyme or reason 
then and there. On receipt of that information I approached the District 
Magistrate. I asked him about the reason for those arrests. He said that 
he knew nothing about that. I approached the Superintendent ()f Police. 
He also pleaded ignorance. I approached the Additional District Magis- 
trate and he too pleaded ignorance. Everybody, every officer present pleaded 
ignorance as to the cause of the arrests. Sir, then I came to learn that till 
late hours in the evening those 32 students were kept and harassed outside 
the jail gate because in the absence of remand orders the Jailor or the 
Sunerintendent of the Jail would not receive those persons. Practically 
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till late hours in the evening* the officers were in a fix as to how to put 
them in jail custody because they did not commit any cognisable offence. 
There was no reason to haul them up, still they were to be kept in jail 
anyhow. Then, Sir, this black measure readily came to the help of the 
District Magistrate, this handy measure, this Special Powers Ordinance. 
I went to the jail gate next morning and on enquiry came to know that 
some time between 8 and 9 p.m. the District Magistrate sent general 
warrants of arrest saying that all those persons, those students, were put 
imder arrest under some provisions of the Special Powers Ordinance. So, 
just see, Sir, how gross abuse of power it can be! The Magistrate was in 
a fix till the evening how to keep them in jail custody. Thus, this arbitrary 
and handy measure was fully utilised for suppressing the legitimate 
students’ demonstration, students’ movement. Things did not stop there. 
A few days back all the Printing Presses in Mymensingh town were search- 
'^ed, and from one Printing Press a respectable gentleman, a member of the 
Bar, Mr. Biraj Mohan Ghosh, was arrested on the ostensible plea, and a 
false plea, of infringement of some provision of this Ordinance. Not only 
that. In Kishoreganj 9 persons were arrested and all of them were put 
under arrest under some provision of this Ordinance. Of course those 
charges were mixed up with some other, kinds of charges too. Then, Sir, 
on the 16th January I went to Susang and there I found in the thana 
compound 3 persons under arrest. I approached the thana authorities and 
I asked them under what provision they were arrested. The thana 
authorities could not say anything. Till evening they waited. They wired 
to Mymensingh and instruction was sent to the Susang thana authorities 
saying that those persons were wanted by Mymensingh Kotwali police- 
station for infringement of some provision of this Ordinance. What a 
monstrous state of things ! The persons arrested were never near about 
Ithat thana for the last six months or so. They generally live in Netrakona 
in a remote mofassil village. Still the Mymensingh Kotwali police-station 
wanted them for an infringement of the provisions of the Special Powers 
Ordinance. Then again^ir, you know that firing took place in Mymen- 
siiigh-en 22nd January, ’^he students were fired upon by the police. There 
were many injured by firing and lathi charges and the injured persons were 
admitted into the hospital. Before they are discharged from the hospital, 
before their recovery, all the injured persons have been put under arrest 
under this Ordinance among other charges. Still Mr. Suhrawardy will say 
“No, this is not being used to suppress any political activities of any political 
organisation”. He also said the other day that it is not necessary for the 
authorities to resort to these measures in dealing with such a political 
situation. But does he not know and does he forget that his bureaucratic 
officers do all these unnecessary and arbitrary things in the name of 
maintaining law and order They have got such a special knack and 
specially dark tradition of maintaining law and order in this cursed Province 
of Bengal. They will always use these discretionary powers — powers of 
indiscriminate and extra-judicial arrests, detention, and of restric- 
tion and suppression of civil liberties in various ways. They will do all 
these things on the pretext of maintaining law and order, as they have 
always done in the past. Sir, the communal disturbances are trotted out 
as an excuse. It is a camouflage. Had there been any will to suppress 
communal disturbances, the ordinary laws of the land would have been 
found sufficient to cope with the Situation, but what did they do in Calcutta, 
in Noakhali or elsewhere? Did they resort to the ordinary laws of the land 
in suppressing those disturbances in proper time and manner? Certainly 
not. We have yet to know what steps have so far been taken under these 
measures to counter the trend of communalism in this country. We do not 
know of any tangible measures being takpn so far. Sir, these measures 
must not be allowed to be put on the Statute Book. In the name of justice, 
in the name of equity, I will ask this House to reject this measure outright. 
This mischievous measure should not be allowed to be placed on the Statute 
r Book. 
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With these words, Sir, I commend mj^ motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable members have given notice 
of some identical motions for amendments. I think all the amendments 
should be moved before the speeches are made. 

Mr. Sinha to move his motion. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, 1 beg to move that in the 
Schedule the figures “1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “Vll” 
under the heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Bengal 
Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short 
title” be omitted. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Sir, I beg to move 
that in the Schedule the figures “1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure 
“VIII” under the heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Dacca 
Area Security Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short title” be 
omitted. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule the 
figures “1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “X” under the heading 
“Number”, the words and figures “The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security 
Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short title” be omitted. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
Schedule the figures “1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “XI” 
under the heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Bengal Jute 
Mills (Temporary Provision) Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short 
title” be omitted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
the Schedule the figures “1947” under the heading “Year”, the figure “I” 
under the heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947” under the heading “Short title” be 
omitted. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule the 
figures “1947” under the heading “Year”, the figure “III” under the 
heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Bengal ('ivil Pioneer 
Eorce Ordinance, 1947” under the heading “Short title” be added. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 
rise to support the amendment purporting to omit the Bengal Special Powers 
Ordinance, 1946, from the Schedule of Ordinances mentioned in the Bill. 

Sir, the House has to be reminded as to some of the provisions and 
powers which are sought to be obtained under this particular Ordinance. It 
suggests, Sir, that censorship on the press should be imposed and that power 
should rest with Government. Sir, there are enough restrictive laws 
concerning the liberties of the press. I do not see any reason why a fresh 
Ordinance is sought to be continued which again reinforces the already 
abundant powers of GQvernment to impose restrictions on the press. Sir, 
this particular Ministry coming at this stage with proposals for further 
powers for enforcing restriction on the press indeed raises great forebodings 
in our minds. It reminds us of various events such as the events of August, 
1946. It warns us that, in the event of fresh outbreaks of that nature 
taking place, power for restrictions on the press will be necessary. I ask 
Sir, power for restriction on whicli kind of press. Is it on the kind of press 
which goes on day in and day out inflaming communal passions, the organs 
which are the exponents of the party policy of the Hon’ble Chief Minister? 
Are restrictions going to be placed on that sort of press? Is the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister going to order that no kind of publication which will have the 
effect of inflaming communal passions shall be allowed? 
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Mr. MUDA88IR H088AIN: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: WJiat is your point of orders 

Mr. MUDA88IR H088AIN: Sir, under rule 12 of the Assembly 
Procedure Rules no member can charge any other member in his speech, and 
my honourable friend is charging another member. That is my point of 
order. What he is saying amounts to charging another member. Under 
the rules if a member is found charging another member he can be stopped. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKERS You cannot make a speech, Mr. Hossain. 
Pleast; sit down. That is no point of order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, within the limits of my 
time, I cannot dilate further on the point. 1 can ('uly ask you to pause and 
think about the effect. As you surely know, Sir, out of the debates which 
took place in the Bihar Legislative Assembly consequent U])on the events, 
the regrettable events which took place there, publications have been made 
in the Muslim League press, which have the effect of direct incitement in 
Bengal and further aggravaliou of llie situation. 1 ask. Sir, what steps 
did the Chief Minister take. These Ordinances were passed, as is mentioned, 
on the 80th September, and these publications in the Muslim League press 
W’ere made sometime after that. 1 do not think, Sir, that the present 
Ministry has taken any slej»s to curb the zeal of cerlain party which play 
upon communal passions and make that their capital. It is also stated here 
that it will be necessary in order to prevent unauthorised drilling of a 
military nature. Sir, it is utter mockery and hypocrisy to find that the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister comes out with such a proposal when in spite 
of section 144 remaining in vogue in Calcutta we find day in and day out 
the Muslim League National Guards parading in the streets of Calcutta. And 
we have unimpeachable evidence in our possession to show what propaganda 
they carry on. During the days of August, 194G, they say, there was loot- 
ing, more than killing; and what was more needed was killing. These are 
the war-cries instilled into the ears of the Muslim League National Guards. 
Then I do not know what steps the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has taken 
to prevent the nefarious drilling of the Muslim League National Guards. I 
would favour maintaining national guards of all sorts, if they thrive on 
the propaganda of communal amity and on the propaganda of democratic 
principles and of security of life and property. Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister has asked for more powers to curb the rioters. I would point out 
to you that twenty men in North Bengal and several scores of men in 
Mymensingh were recently shot down, but I ask how many Muslim hooligans 
were shot down in Noakhali when the outrages were taking place there? 
That very fact itself makes the Government’s intentions suspect. I there- 
fore suggest that these powers which are sought under the Bengal Special 
Powers Ordinance are dangerous. And it is more dangerous in the hands 
of a Ministry of this description which depends on the support of party which 
thrives on communal discord, holding out threats of civil war as it has ever 
done. What was the context of the Chief Minister’s speech on the 16tli 
August after which the situation in the city took the most ugly turn ? That 
speech of his has never seen^;he light of the day. Has that speech been 
recorded by the officers posted on duty there for the purpose of taking down 
speeches? But speeches imported from other provinces are allowed to be 
published in the Muslim League Press. Did the Chief Minister ever say 
that *‘I have to suppress this propaganda, and therefore I come forward and 
ask for more powers”? This House would in that case be glad to enable 
him to have more powers to suppress communalism if his party was prepared 
to abjure the principles of communalism. He says that the communal 
situation has taken such a bitter turn as never before and in order to enable 
him ia.Affnl «iitisfAr.tarilv with disturbances that mav occuT in future he 
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asks for these powers. Sir, this is a flimsy pretext which deceives no one. 

On the contrary we find that he and his party and men of that persuasion 
are preparing?' for a recurrence and repetition of that sort of incidents. He 
has also said that June, 1948, may see repetition of such incidents. But 
even before that we may note that India may not have a happy ending in 
parting with British rule and in Bengal there may be political extermina- 
tion of all those elements which did not fall in line with the party and the 
purpose that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and his associates advocate — 
they are to be made politically extinct and exterminated. So, Sir, in these 
circumstances we doubt that under his sweet words of impartial justice to 
be meted out to us under these Ordinances lies concealed the most pernicious 
communalism which is out for the establishment of communal domination in 
politics in Bengal. Sir, as you know’, his party is of such a persuasion and 
therefore it is dangerous to arm him with these powers. Within the frame- 
work of all-India politics they have the temerity to say that ‘'on an all-India 
basis w^e must have nO-oO ratio” even when thej' are only ‘Jll per cent, of the 
population. But if his party had the generosity and good feeling to say 
that “although w’e are a majority” — communal majority under a communal 
constitution in Bengal — “we allow’ 50-50 ratio in the administration of the 
province”, w’e could understand it. Sir, I shall, without meaning any 
disrespect to you, ask you to consider how is it that in the course of ten. 
years of continuance of the provincial legislature not on a single occasion 
could the Siieakei’ be anybody else than a member ol a. paiticular religious 
community; and even the Deputy Sjieaker c.ould not be of an> other 
community than ot the community and of the party and persuasion of the 
Hon’ble the (hief Minister. That show’s that people of such persuasion are 
unfit to he armed w’ith such powders. In this connection. Sir, 1 may be 
permitted to point out that in the Calcutta Corporation there are members 
who from the religious point of view are in a majority but we see a fair, 
righteous, reasonable and commendable practice of election of Mayor by 
rotation from the difl'erent communities. But the narrowness and communfS 
persuasion of the Muslim Jicague party has never risen to that height. 
Under the C'ongress, Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister had the distinction of 
being the First Deputy Mayor under the leadership of Deshbandhu 
Chittaranjan Das. But that w’as not on the basis of the pernicious principle 
of majority and minority communal ratio and so on and so forth. That 
W’as on the basis of good sense and f airplay : that was on the basis of the 
principles of democracy and nationalism. There is scope for all there. 

But those who wish to ruin Bengal and lay Bengal desolate, w’ho wish to 
prepare our province for a most dreadful civil war are persons who try to 
cover their ugly heads behind this pernicious legislation in order that they 
may tear this fair province into pieces. What is the good of the Chief 
Minister’s coming today and saying that he needs these powers? He has 
admitted that these Ordinances were promulgated on the 30th September. 

I ask, under these Ordinances how many criminals wtue apprehended in 
Noakhali? I may remind the House of the mournful fact that the Assistant 
Secretary of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee succumbed on the 
holy day of Mohurrum to an assassin’s knife. What is the reason that the 
culprit or culprits could not be apprehended even though the Chief Minister 
was at that time armed with these powers? In November how many 
criminals and persons connected with them were apprehended and arrested? 

No investigation even took place. Now, here you ask for more powers. 
Who does not know that there have been enough powers, as such? Even 
the office of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee was searched after 
the August outrages. And after that the Hon’ble the (’hief Minister on 
behalf of his party which has by now become notorious all over the world 
for its perniciousness comes forward and has the temerity to say that he 
needs more powers for administering even-handed justice, for censorship 
over the Press and for powers for searches, arrests and detention and so on 
and so forth. (At this stage the blue light was on.) Sir, A eiJihift — 
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is gloomy enough. I hope the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will answer and 
satisfy the House on the real necessity of more powers for his communal 
Government. 

(When the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy rose to speak, Mr. Ganendra 
Chandra Bhattacharjee also rose up.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Bhattacharjee, 1 cau give you only two 
or three minutes. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Sir, if I have to 
do justice to the amendment, I would have to take more time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry, 1 cannot give you more time. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: In that case, Sir, 

1 do not want to speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the honourable member 
may speak when another Bill comes -up before the House, and that is 
probably the advice that I would have the temerity 1o tender to 
Mr. Niharendu Butt-Mazumdar that he might have saved his forensic 
oratory today for a more auspicious occasion when that Bill comes up before 
the House for consideration. I think on that occasion he will probably 
repeat himself because he has exhausted the armoury of his arguments. 

I think. Sir, it is hardly worthwhile to reply to the baseless charges that 
my friend has made, and as he has made a reference and called me to witness, 
may I just point out that if the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of this 
House have been of a particular persuasion we have taken the leaf out of 
the book of the Congress where although the Congress claim to have people 
of all communities within its ranks, I do not think that uny Congress 
province thought it desirable to have a President or a Speaker of a 
particular persuasion. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: The offer has been refused. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am perfectly certain that 
had my honourable friends offered the Speakership to a member of the oiner 
community not of that persuasion who was also a member of the Congress, 
the offer would not have been refused. 

Now, Sir, as regards the powers that we ask for against the Press, I am 
sorry that we did not have those powers at the time when an announcement 
was* made by no less a person than the President of the Bengal Proyncial 
Congress Committee to the effect that 0,000 persons had been killed in 
Noakhali, an announcement which was really responsible for the murder of 
ten times as many Muslims in another part of the country. I wish we had 
those powers then, and because we took those powders subsequently, in 
spite of that terrific holocaust there has not been any repercussion in any 
(»ther part of the province. (Mr. Nihabendu Dutt-Mazumdar : You had 
those powers at the time o^ Noakhali.) No, we had not all those powers. 
Now, Sir, w^e do propose to take these steps against all papers that inname 
communal passion and we have taken steps against all those papers. I will 
not name them but the greatest culprits of this happen to be the papers that 
have the same persuasion, the same communal persuasion as that ot 
Mr. Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdar. 

Sir, I need not refer to any further arguments except possibly only just 
to point out certain misapprehensions in the mind of Mr. Dhirendra JNath 
Datta. He says that the Civic Guards will perpetuate or something of that 
^ will onlv he a branch of the MusUm National Guards. If my 



infonaation is correct and the honourable member’s information is wrong, 
most of the members of the OiTic Guards happen to be members of the com- 
munity of his persuasion and not members of the Muslim National Guard 
because the honourable member ought to know that Civic Guards are guards 
within municipalities where his community predominate. 

Secondly, Sir, as regards the collective fines, he has attacked the 
question of principle, but it has been agreed that in a conflagration in 
which it is not a case of individuals but a case of peoples actually fighting 
against each other, the collective fine is very salutary and I make bold 
to say. Sir, that the collective fines are largely responsible for the cessation 
of conflicts in Calcutta, Howrah and Dacca. It is said that the collective 
fines in Dacca have been discriminatory and discriminatory against the 
Hindus. Does the honourable member know that when the first 
collective fine was imposed we received deputations from Dacca pointing 
out in no uncertain terms that the fines that have been imposed were 
extremely discriminatory against the Muslims. It was since then that a 
certain standard was laid down w'hich is applicable both to Hindus and to 
Muslims and that has been rigorously followed. That is all. Sir, T need 
say in the matter. I am sure that these arguments will be repeated once 
more with a great deal of vigour when these Ordinances are placed before 
the House in the form of Bills. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in the Schedule the 
figures “194f)” under the heading “Year”, the figure “II” under the 
heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Bengal Civic Guards and 
Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short 
title” be omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Bimal Chandra Sinha that in the Schedule the 
figures “1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “III” under the 
heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Bengal Molasses Control 
Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short title” be omitted was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Manoranjan Dhar that in the Schedule the figures 
“1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “IV” under the heading 
“number”, the words and figure “The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance 
Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short title” be omitted was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Manoranjan Dhar that in the Schedule the figures 
“1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “VI” under the heading 
“Number’”, the words and figures “The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 
1946” under the heading “Short title” be omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Bimal Chandra Sinha that in Ihe Schedule the figures 
“1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “VII” under the htiading 
“Number^’, the words and figures “The Bengal Consumer Goods Control 
Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short title” be omitted was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ganendra Chandra Bhattacharjee that in the Schedule 
the figures “1946” under the heading “Year”, the figure “VIII” under the 
heading “Number”, the words and figures “The Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short title” be omitted was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Abdul Karim that in the Schedule the figures “1946” 
under the heading “Year”, the figure “X” under the heading “Number”, 
the words and figures “The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 
1946” under the heading “Short title” be omitted was then put an/1 agreed 
to. 



The motion of Mr. Bimal Chandra Sinha that in the Schedule the figures 
*'J.946” under the heading ‘Tear*’, the figure “XI” under the heading 
“J^umher”, the words and figures “The Bengal Jute Mills (Temporary 
Provision) Ordinance, 1946” under the heading “Short title” be omitted 
was Ihen put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in the Schedule the figures 
“1947” under the heading “Year”, the figure “I” under the heading 
“Number”, the words and figures “The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Ordinance, 1947” under the heading “Short title” be omitted was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Abdul Karim that in the Schedule the figures “1947” 
under the heading “Year”, the figure “III” under the heading “Number’'*, 
the W{)rdH and figures “The Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance, 1947” 
under the heading “Short title” be added was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the Schedule, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed io. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to move, Sir, that the 
Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill. 1947, as settled in the 
Ansembly be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-45 p.m. till 4-dO p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 2r)th February, 1947, at the Asseiubh House, Calcutta. 



Proceedingt oi the Bengal Legitlatiye Aesembly afseadbled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
26th February, 1947, at 4-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Ali) in the Chair, 8 llon’ble 
Ministers and 203 members. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Popularisation of khadi and hand-spinning. 

•86. Mr. ANNADA PRA6AD MANDAL: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased 
to state whether the Government have thought it desirable to ix)puiarise /chadi 
and encourage hand-spinning in this Province? 

(6) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad): (a) and (/y) 
Attempt of Government to popularise khadi and hand-spinning has not been 
attended with much success because of slow and uneconomic output. The 
matter will, however, receive my further attention. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: With reference to 
answers (tt) and b), viz., '‘attempt of Government to popularise khadi and 
hand-spinning has not been attended with much success”, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government had tried hand-spinning? 

I want the names of the place.s? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD: In some places Govern- 
ment made attempts before we took office. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: Will the lion’ble 
Minister be pleased to give the names of the places? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot say that. 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: ayprfhr 'BRtr? va 

fv “slow and uneconomic output”, 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD: That is for the honourable 
member to guess. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that several voluntary organisations in 
Bengal have been carrying on hand-spinning and hand-weaving for the 
last 25 years with success? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD: It has been stated by 
Government officials that so far as Government is concerned it has been 
found uneconomic; so far as voluntary and patriotic work is (toncerned, it is 
a different thing. My honourable friend may be right. I myself wear 
khadi and I am veiy much in favour of it, but from the point of view of 
Government the thing has been considered differently by different officers. 



Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Will the Hon’ble MiniBter be 
pleased to state whether Qovemment has ever made attempt to introduce 
or popularise hand-spinning so that cultivators may get requirements of their 
own by spinning and not from their wages? 

The Hon’bje Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMAD: I have already stated that 
Government did make an attempt before, and you please look at the answer. 
The matter will receive my consideration. I will look into it. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Imposition of oolleotive fines on people of Bhangai Faridpur. 

31. Dr. PRATAP DHANDRA GUHA ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the total amount of collective fines imposed on the people of 

Bhanga in the district of Faridpur, dming the years 1942-44; 

(b) what is the amount realised up to date; and 

(c) whether the Hon’ble Minister proposes to refund any portion of the 

collective fine realised from the innocent people of the Bhanga 
police-station ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon^ble 
Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy); (a) Rs. 15,000 was first imposed but later the 
amount was reduced to Rs. 10,000. 

(b) R8.9,970 against Rs. 10,000 plus an amount of Rs. 3, 895-1 realised in 
excess. 

(c) The amount realised in excess has been refunded excepting a sum of 
Rs. 93-5-4 which could not be refunded as the assessees did not turn up. No 
portion of Rs.9,970 will be refunded. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to why an additional amount of Rs. 3,895-1 was collected? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Sir, it was collected by mistake and it is being 
refunded. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis taxes were levied and on what basis the excess amount 
was collected? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how did such a mistake take place? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: There was a mistake in calculation by clerks. 

Mr. NjHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With referepe to the last 
answer, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which official was 
responsible for this mistake? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the manner in which these collective fines have 
been collected? I mean by^what process of law or otherwise had they been 
collected ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: These collective fines were imposed on them for 
committing certains acts in Bhanga and I think on the rates of union boards. 



Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAIUMDARs Will the Hon^ljle Minister 
be pleased to state if in enforcing? collection any attachment took place or 
any other process of law? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: As far as I am aware no attachment took place. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state from whom collections were made by mistake? I want to 
know the names of the persons. 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the nature of the acta for which those collective 
fines were imposed? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: It is a very long thing. If you like I can 
read out the report of the District Magistrate. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not necessary to read out a long report. 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: A group of persons collected armed with lathisy 
hockey sticks, iron rods, etc. They attempted to take out a procession in 
spite of the police warning. The police then had to resort to lathi charges 
and the situation was so bad that collective fines had to be imposed. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the collection by mistake took 
place exclusively in the case of members of one particular community? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I want notice. 

Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it was not a fact thaf after the occurrence at 
Bhanga all the Hindu houses were attacked by Muslims? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: There is no such information with the 
Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government made any enquiry as to whose houses 
had been attacked? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to how the offit^ers ascertained that the persons who took out the 
procession were persons of the locality and not outsiders on whom collective 
fines were imposed? 

Mr. K« NASARULLA: On the report of the District Magistrate that 
imposition was made. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of remitting the 
unrefunded sum of Rs, 93-5-4 to the assessees concerned? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: Government is prepared to return it if you see 
the answer. 

Grant to Mymensingh Municipality for repair of roads included in Armj 

Schedule. 

32. Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charg< 
of the Local Self-Government Department aware — 

(t) that all the main thoroughfares of the Mymensingh town have beei 
heavily damaged and rendered almost impassable by the military 
traffic during the war-time; 



(n) tlwt in conformity with the policy laid down in the GoTemment of 
India, War Transport Department, letter No. S.2, dated the 23rd 
November, 1944, the Municipality of Mymensingh eoi one road 
from the Station Gate to the Military Hospital out of many of its 
damaged roads, scheduled for repairs, the cost whereof was to 
be borne partly by the India Government and partly by the 
Provincial Government; 

{Hi) that the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department, in his memorandum No. 1794(26)L.S.-G., 
dated the 3rd August, 1945, to the District Magistrate, Mymen- 
singh, advised him to instruct the Mymensingh Municipality to 
undertake the work of repair to the scheduled road and apply for 
the necessary grant-in-aid; and 

(iv) that the Mymensingh Municipality in their representations to the 
District Magistrate, Mymensingh, the Divisional Commissioner, 
Dacca, and the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Local Self-Government Department (No. 377, dated the 11th 
July, 1946), has applied to the Government for a grant of the sum 
of Rs.54,346 towards meeting the estimated cost of the 
repair work? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any action has been 
taken on the aforesaid representation of the Mymensingh Municipality to the 
Government of Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, for the required 
grant ? 

(c) If the answer to clause (6) is in the negative, does the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of making the necessary grant without 
delay? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon^ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. Government is considering the grant of assistance to Local 
Bodies in this and similar cases, from available Development Funds. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR. With reference to Development Funds in 
answer (6), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he means the 
Development Funds at present lying at the disposal of the Provincial 
Government? 

The Hon’hle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: What question is it? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: XJnstarred Question No. 32. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Will the honourable member 
please repeat his question? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. AYill you kindly repeat your question, 
Mr. Dhar? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The position is that last time 
when the question came up it was taken up by the Parliamentary Secretary 
and I thought that the Parliamentary Secretary had disposed of the question. 
I did not know that it was still pending for answer. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: On a point of 
order, Sir. The other day when I addressed as Parliamentary Secretary it 
was pointed out that I made a mistake and that I was wrong. Now the 
Hon’ble Minister is himself addressing as Parliamentary Secretary. 
(Laughter.) ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Dhar, will you please repeat your 
question ? 



Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: With reference to aiiswer (6), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he means by Development 
Punds the Development Funds at present lying at the disposal of the 
Provincial Government, or the Central Development Fundi^ 

The Hon’Me Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: By this we mean payment to be 
made from the Provincial Exchequer out of the money earmarked for 
Development projects and subsequent to this reply I may inform the 
honourable member that Government have decided to distribute JK) lakhs of 
rupees to local bodies for the purpose of repairing roads within their jurisdic- 
tion. This was the money which they will get out of the proceeds of the 
petrol tax. During the war as materials were not available for repairing 
roads the proceeds were not distributed to the local bodies. Therefore the 
money had accumulated and had amounted to JJO lakhs. A few months 
back Government decided that this money would be given to local bodies 
according to the formula which they used to follow previously. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Will the llou’ble Minister be pleased to 
give us a precise idea as to the time by which this money will be granted to 
the municipality y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am sorry 1 am not able to give 
the exact time. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any 8pe(!ific allotment has been made of the amount to several 
district boards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. A very complicated 
formula is to be adopted by Government in the matter of apportionment of 
district quotas and the same formula which used to be followed in the pre- 
war days will be followed again in the matter of allocation of district quotas. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us an idea of the formula that is going to be introduced ? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The formula is a very compli- 
cated one, but T will give a rough idea as the honourable member desires. 

The formula is that the amount collected from the district and then out 
of the motor vehicles tax and the amount spent by the local bodies for the 
purpose of maintaining these roads — these two factors will be taken into 
consideration phis the ac’tual mileage within the jurisdiction of the local 
bodies. These are the three factors which will be taken into consideration 
in determining the quota of allotment to the local bodies. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many roads in different districts of Bengal 
have been damaged by the military? 

The Hen’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It should have been obvious to 
the an intelligent member like Mr. Chaudhury that it is not possible to give 
an answer to this question straightaway. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that repairs were undertaken in pursuance of a 
letter written by the Secretary to the Government of Bengal that money 
will be provided by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The position is this. The Gov- 
ernment of India at first agreed to pay compensation for damages to roads 
caused by military vehicles and in accordance with this decision the 
Government of India did pay compensation to certain local bodies so that 
the roads might be repaired. But the Government of India have subse- 
quently resiled from that decision and at present they are not willing to 



pay any amount for compensation for damages to roads caused by military 
venicles. We are, however, in communication with the Government of 
India, and we think it would be wrong if the military authorities and the 
Government of India do not pay the cost of repairing roads. Then when the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister went to Delhi, he personally moved in the matter, 
but so far we have had no promise of sympathetic consideration of our 
proposal. We have not given the matter up and we are attempting to see 
that compensation is paid by the Government of India. But I cannot assure 
the honourable member that the Government of India will pay compensation. 
If the Government of India do not pay, we have already allotted 36 lakhs 
of rupees which will be sufficient, and even if that is not sufficient we will 
consider the question of each individual case sympathetically. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answera were given) 

Nationalisation of Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. 

•87. Mr. M. A. H, I8PAHANI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether arrangements have been made for exercising the option for taking 
over the Calcutta Electric Supply undertaking within the time stipulated hy 
agreement some time ago ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware -that long and detailed arrangements 
will have to be made for the declaration of this option ? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of assuring the 
members of this House that for no reason whatsoever there will l)e failure on 
the part of Government to exercise its option in the required manner within 
the stipulated time? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR AND INDU8- 
TRIE8 DEPARTMENT (as Hon’ble Mr. Chamsuddin Ahmad): (a) It 

has been decided that the option of purchase of the Calcutta and District 
Consolidated Electric Licence, 1946, should be exercised on Ist January, 
1950,^ and that the necessary financial implications arising therefrom be 
examined. 

(h) Tes. 

(r) Ho reason for failure is anticipated but it will be appreciated that 
final decision should await examination of the financial implications. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state^ what is the exact meaning of the financial implications, as men- 
tioned in answer (c)? Does it refer to financial position about purchase 
or the final decision about the date of purchase? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: Practically the Cabinet 
has decided that the option of purchase will be exercised in January, 1950. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there has been any financial agreement between the 
Qnvernment and the Company regarding the compensation to be paid to the 
Electric Supply Corporation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: Tes. 

% 

Mr« BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the question of purchase is dependent upon the outcome of the 
financial examination that has been undertaken? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: No, Sir. I have already 
stated that the decision has been made and notice has been given to the 
Electric Supply Corporation to exercise the option of purchase in January 
1950. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how much time Government expects to 
take on the examination of financial implications? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: I do not think it will take 
much time. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERill: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the nature of the financial agreement entered into by 
the Government and the Company? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: The Government of Bengal 
will have to pay a huge sum, 25 crores of rupees — but there will be an exa- 
mination of the financial implications, and the amount may be a little less 
or a little more. But it is practically definite that we are going to take 
over the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the examination of financial 
implications involved has already begun and, if so, at what stage it is? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have already answered 
that. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state as to whether, whatever may be the outcome of the financial implica- 
tions, Government have finally decided to acquire the electric licenses as 
from January, 1950? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: The answer is “Yes”. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether in examining the financial implications referred 
to. Government is taking into consideration the total amount of capital 
invested and the total amount of profit accrued heretofore? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: Yes, everything will be 
taken into consideration, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government is considering the advisibility of 
setting down the principles on which the purchase price will be determined? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: The whole thing has been 
examined, and I do not think I can add anything further. 

Quota of cloth for Government employees outside Calcutta. 

•88. Mr. RADHANATH DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department l)e pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the quota of cloth sanctioned for the Government employees who 
draw ration from Government ration shop in places other than in Calcutta is 
8^ yards per head per annum ? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the quota sanc- 
tioned for the public is greater than the quota mentioned for i)er8on8 men- 
tioned in (a)? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
this difference? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of raising their 
quota to 20 yards per head per annum? 
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MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Noil’ll Mr. Abdul Gcfnm); (a) 8J yards is the quantity of mill-made 
cloth estimated to he available to all classes of the population includinf^ 
Government servants. 

(6) It is not a fact. 

{<■) The question does not arise. 

(d) No. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that there exists a special reserve for issuin*^ 
cloth out of that special reserve to Government servants;' 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Government is not aware. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that in many unions in the mofussil areas even 2J 
yards of cloth is not available in the whole year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Government has not received any 
such report. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether cloths of finer qualify are supplied to Government employees in the 
mofussil area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Government has not received any 
such report. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: In vi<>w of the answer given by the 
Hon’ble Minister that he is not in a position to say whether in the mofussil 
even 2i yards of cloth is not supplied, will the Hon’ble Minister be i>leased 
to state whether he is prepared to hold an enquiry into the matter? 

Tho HOfl’blO Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: If definite allegations are made, 
certainly Government are prepared to make enquiry. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA: f¥ c«r 

(d) ^ “No” ^ c^rtc^ ^ 

^ 51 % 

Th0 Hon’bis Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It is not possible because we are 
not getting sufficient supplies to give at the rate of 20 yards. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DAB CUPTA: vfr desirable ‘No’ ?3p(nr 

fV ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Certainly it is desirable. 

Mr* BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if this quota of yar^s or 8J yards, as the Hon’ble Minister has 
just said, includes any additional quota for special occasions such as funeral, 
marriage, etc.? 

The HCHyble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have nothing further to add. 

% 

Lawyer Officers in the Civil Supplies Department. 

*88. Dr. MD. MOZAMMEL H088AIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state - 

(i) how many lawyer officers are there at present in the Civil Supplies 
Department ; 

(n) whether there was any necessity for recruitment of this tyi>e of 
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(Hi) what was the standard or qualification required for these recruit- 
ments; and 

(iv) whether the efficiency of this department has deteriorated due to these 
recruitments ? 

(6) If the answer to (iv) above is in (affirmative) the negative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government propose 
to take with regard to these posts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (^/)(/) Forty. 

(h) Yes. 

(Hi) The candidates were to be practising members of the Falciittn High 
(Jourt Har — Advocates, Barristers, Pleaders, or Vakils — of not less tliiin 8 
yeai's’ standing and not above the age of 45. Candidates for posts carrying 
a pay of Its. 650 i»er mensem were in addition to ])e of the calibre of a Jhqmty 
Magistrate eligible to hold charge of a subdivision, those for jwsts carr>dng 
a pay of Es.4(>0 j)er mensem were to be of the calibre of a competent JXqmty 
Magistrate, while those for posts carrying a ])ay of Its. 250 per mensem were 
to be of the calibre of a Senior Sub-Deputy Magistrate. 

(io) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. RAJENDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Communal Ratio Rules have been followed in 
making these appointments.^ 

The HoiPble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the HoiCble Minister be pleased 
to state the difference between the calibre of a Deputy Magistrate and that 
of a competent Deputy Magistrate? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not allow this question. 

Mr. RAOHA NATH DAS: With reference to answer (a)(t), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the communal ratio between the 
Hindus, Muslims and Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I have already said that it is 
impossible for me to give a reply offhand. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Out of 40, how 

many officers are Muslim? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I have already replied. 

Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why it was felt that lawyers should be appointed to these posts? 

The HOfl’bie Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: It was decided by the 93 regime 
and possibly because it was considered that these persons would be more 
efficient for the discharge of these duties. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether under the present retrenchment scheme most of 
these officers are going to be retrenched? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I have no such information, up 
to now. 

Khan Bahadur 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL; Will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to state if these posts were advertised? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Dr. MOZAMMEL H08SAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why there is so much difference between the pays — Rs. 400 andRs. 250? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN; According to merit. 

Khan Bahadur 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the procedure which was followed in selecting 
these candidates? 
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The Hon’ble Mh ABDUL GOFRAN: I would like to have notice. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether all these 40 posts have gone to non-Muslims.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I do not think so. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state how many of these 40 gentlemen are criminal 
lawyers ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not allow this question. 

Recruitment to posts in the Civil Supplies Department on police reports. 

•SO- Mr. JYOTI BASU: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(a) that some forms containing the names of employees of the Civil 

Supplies Department were sent by Directorates under the Civil 
Supplies Department to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and 
also to the Superintendents of Police of different districts; 

(b) that the Police Commissioner or the Superintendents of Police were 

asked by the different Directorates of C'ivil Supplies Department 
to send report through the Special Branch, Calcutta Police; and 

(c) that political affiliations or activities of the employees are a ground 

either for recruitment or for discharge of the employees of the 
Civil Supplies Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) Yes, in pursuance of the rule 
applying to all departments of Goveniment that before employment in 
Government service, persons selected have their antecedents verified by 
police enquiry. The normal rule of deferring appointments until police 
reports are received, was departed from, to obviate delay in recruitment to 
posts urgently required to be filled up. 

(b) No. Reports were asked from the Police Commissioner and from 
the Superintendents of Police.. 

(r) No. Where a person is provisionally recruited and the police verifica- 
tion rejwrt discloses antecedents which render the person unsuitable for 
employment under Government, he is discharged. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: With reference to 
answer (r), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the ante- 
cedents that will make a person unsuitable for recriiitment ? 

Th0 Hon’blo Mr* ABDUL GOFRAN: His conduct, his revolutionary 
activities and so on. 

Mr. RADHA NATH DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why police verification is required in such cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I have already said, under 
Government rules it is necessary. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8HIHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the Quinary procedure of obtaining previous report was 
departed from and if this procedure did not cause more dislocation in the 
department than the slight delay which would have been caused for obtaining 
previous report? 

i. 1 . Jr? ^®**[**^, Because it was urgently required 

that the posts should be filled up and therefore the ordinary procedure was 
departed from — I have already said that. 
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Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he does not consider it undesirable that a person appointed a few 
months aj^o would be discharged and a new person would be brought in and 
the department’s efficiency thus hampered? 

The Hoil’blo Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: The matter will receive our due 
consideration. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the activities of the Congress, the 
Muslim League and such other organisations will be taken as revolutionary 
activities? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 do not think so. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he considers stealing and theft as revolutionary activities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No, Sir. 

Rice supplied to the modified rationing areas in the district of Hourrah. 

•91. Mr. 8U8HIL KUMAR BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(0 the a{;tual quantity of rice and paddy supplied to the modified 
rationing area in the district of Howrah from the 15th April to 
15th July, 1946, union by union; and 

(ii) the population of the entire area under the modified scheme of 

rationing in the district of How'rah, union by union, and also the 

percentage of the jxipulation benefited under the scheme? 

(b) Is the Iloirble Minister considering the desirability of taking stejis 
for the provision of foodgrains for the rest of the jKipulation who are not 
benefited under the scheme? 

(c) If so, what steps he proposes to take in the matter? 

({!) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the restriction imposed on the 

movement of rice from one than-a to another in the district of Howrah has 

been a source of suffering of the people who are not benefited by the scheme 
jn the matters of procurement of foodgrains? 

(c) AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when Government will 
be in a position to introduce complete rationing in, at least, deficit districts 
like Howrah? 

The Hon’ble Mr, ABDUL GOFRAN: (a)(i) A .statement showing the 
actual quantity of rice supplied from April to July, 194(>, to the differemt 
unions of the Howrah district under modified rationing is placed on the 
Table. 

(//) The population of each union has been shown in the statement refer- 
red to in (fl)0) above. About 62 per cent, of the population has lienefited 
under the scheme. 

(h) No. This appears to be unnecessary for the present. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(fJ) There is no notification imposing an embargo on the export of rice 
and paddy from one thana of the district to another, but under the present 
Foodgrains Control Order, a licensee can trade only in the places which are 
specified as the *^area of busines.s” in his licence. Until recently, the area 
of business was norrnallv limited to a thana, but a circular has issued doing 
away with this restriction to a large extent. A licensee in Howrah district 
is now entitled to trade in any non-rationed area of the district provided his 
business had formerly actually extended to such area before. 

(e) Modified rationing is in force in the whole of the non-rationed areas 
of the district, and Government do not consider it necessary to introduce over- 
all rationing in these areas. 

26 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (a)(i) of starred question No» 91, 


List op the Unions op Sadab Subdivision. 


Names of unions. 


Population. 

Total quantity received 
during the period 
from April to July, 
1946. 




Maunds. 

Uttar Jhapardah 


. . 10,269 

7,228 

Dakshin Jhapardah 


13,607 

4,300 

Kolora 


.. 11,700 

2,600 

Begri 


. . 12,468 

2,700 

Domjur 


8,907 

6,164 

Nama 


. . 10,297 

4,648 

Makardah 


9,770 

2,600 

Majiary 


10,183 

6,409 

Bankra 


11,998 

3,700 

Jagatballavpur 


7,746 

2,935 

Bargachia 


9,619 

2,249 

Pantihal 


10,158 

2,000 

Sekrahati 


8,946 

2,400 

Maju 


8,776 

3,610 

Hatal Anantabati 


. . 10,824 

3,000 

Gobindapur 


12,674 

3,271 

Pulgusti 


11,748 

4,610 

Jagadishpur 


10,066 

4,693 

BaUy 


10,271 

4,868 

Lillooah 


.. 12,941 

6,263 

Jagacha 


.. 13,038 

2,213 

Santragacbi 


13,496 

7,062 

Dhulagari 


12,396 

6,233 

Andul 


. . 10,908 

6,800 

DuUey 


. . 15,494 

6,262 

Jhorhat 


. . 12,763 

6,743 

Sankrail 


.. 16,771 

675 

Maniokpore 


14,978 

3,669 

Nalpur 


9,806 

1,827 

Banhariahpur 


9,874 

1,600 

Jejersha 


. . 16,493 

4,900 

Deulpur 


.. 16,716 

5,340 

Panohla 


. . 16,066 

8,000 

Beldubi 


11,742 

3,160 
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List of thx Unions of Ulumbsbia Subdivision. 

Total quantity of rice 

Names of unions. Population. delivered from April 

to July, 1946. 

Maunds. Seers. 


Jowargori 



13,077 

940 

0 

Baniban 



16,372 

1,406 

10 

Basudevpur 



12,738 

1,696 

17 

Chengail 



23,973 

1,180 

0 

Uluberia 



21,321 

2,198 

0 

Chandipur 



16,345 

1,721 

0 

Hatgacha 



16,278 

424 

0 

Kalinagore 



14,493 

1,672 

0 

Dhulasimla 



14,974 

947 

0 

Bauria 



32,669 

7,083 

0 

Kalyanpur 



17,811 

2,676 

20 

Bainan 



13,699 

3,538 

20 

Bangalpur 



18,405 

6,297 

2 

Bagnan 



13,808 

5,540 

15 

Mellock 



14,351 

2,439 

20 

Benapore 



12,297 

2,976 

34 

Bantul 



11,793 

2,961 

34 

Chandbag 



12,331 

2,494 

5 

Amardah 



12,922 

2,085 

4 

Belori 



12,690 

1,392 

35 

Nabagram 



11,860 

1,627 

20 

Kharuberia 



13,791 

1,790 

17 

Kamalpur 



12,631 

167 

10 

Shyampur 



14,276 

1,114 

17 

Baneswarpur 



16,462 

126 

0 

Nakole 



10,889 

2,140 

9 

Sasaty 



10,595 

304 

0 

Dehimandalghat 



13,044 

577 

0 

Harishpur 



15,162 

5,142 

20 

Basantapur 



13,779 

3,148 

23 

Khosalpur 



15,713 

6,701 

8 

Rashpur 



15,133 

4,637 

35 

Thalia 



10,962 

3,849 

32 

Jhikra 



13,307 

1,480 

0 

Bhatora 



11,639 

1,660 

0 

Joypur 



10,496 

1,363 

20 

Khalna 



11,655 

1,286 

0 

Tajpur 



11,879 

1,077 

25 

Gazipur 



12,240 

3,082 

3 

Amta 



13,830 

4,100 

17 

Udang 



10,511 

2,770 

25 

Bandargacha 



9,892 

3,055 

11 

Khardah 



9,148 

2,434 

6 

Dehibhursita 



9,522 



Udaynarayanpur 



9,376 

2,801 

12 

Singti 



10,002 

2,182 

20 

Debipur 



9,997 

843 

20 

Qarbhabanipur 

• • 


10,708 

3,610 

17 
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Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will tlie Honble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is not a fact that there ate cordoned areas within a 
district from which any movement of foodgrains is impossible? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: That is true; there is. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in view of his answer (d) if it is not a fact that these cordoned areas 
prevent even a licensee from bringing out foodstuff from one place to 
another? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: My answer (d) refers to the 
district of Howrah. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if only a licensee is allowed to take out foodgrains from one thana 
to another, and if a person who has no licence hut who has a patch of land 
in another thana is permitted to bring foodgrains from that thana? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Under the Foodgrains Licence 
Control Order only a licensee can trade, but there is no notification impos- 
ing any embargo on the export of rice and paddy from one thana to another. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us whether the- circular referred to is applicable to other 
districts of Bengal? 

The Hon’blo Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Excepting the surplus districts 
where Government is procuring. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
is not a fact that at a press conference recently held Government have 
decided to limit the areas of licence to thanas only? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: A decision has been taken no 
doubt very recently, because it has been found that a very large number of 
licenses have been issued and therefore there is difficulty in procuring. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether in the scheme of modified rationing 
there is a division of people, namely, Class A, Class B and Class C? 

The Hen’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Yes; there is. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that because of this modified 
rationing, B and C class people suffer, because they have got no land? 

Th6 Hon’blo Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: If B and C class people have no 
land, they must be included in A class. 

Mr. BIMAL GOMAR CHOSE: In view of the answer given to 
Mr. Stark’s question, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to 
why the previous practice, which seems to be the present practice as well, 
was modified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABdOl COFRAN: Yes, because it was considered 
that if licences be modified to that extent probably there would be move- 
ments of foodgrains from one surplus pocket to another deficit pocket within 
the deficit districts. 
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Communal ratio in appointment of contractors for transport and labour supply. 

•02. Mr, A, M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the present number of contractors who have been appointed for trans- 

port and labour supply in connection with the storage and ration 
shops in Calcutta and its suburbs including Howrah; 

(b) how many of them are — 

(t) Hindus — 

(1) Bengalees and 

(2) Non-Bengalees, 

(n) Muslims, and 

(in Scheduled Castes; and 

(c) whether Communal Ratio Rule was followed in appointing these 

contractors? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) Twenty-two. 

(b) (/) Seventeen. 

(1) Six. 

(2) Eleven. 

(ii) Five. 

(m) Nil. 

(c) Communal ratio could not be observed in appointing these contractors 
because Muslims (individuals or finns) with substantial financial backing did 
not come forward to work as such contractors when agreements wore entered 
into on the rates fixed by this department. Of late, however, some suitable 
Muslims have submitted applications for appointment as contractors, and 
the question of communal ratio is being kept in view. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why preference was given to non-Bengali 
Hindus rather than to Bengali Hindus? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: There is no question of preference 
here. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to his answer, viz.: “Of 
late, some suitable Muslims have submitted applications for appointment as 
contractors”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he 
expects that the Communal Ratio Rules will be given efiPect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: The Communal Ratio Rule is 
being attended to even now. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Just now the Hon’ble Minister has said 
that the Communal Ratio Rule is in force. Does he expect that the Com- 
munal Ratio Rule will be given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have said that the Communal 
Ratio Rule is being attended to even now. 

Mr. BADiUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: With reference to his 
answer (2)(ii) viz., five, how many of this number are Bengali Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I would like to have notice. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether in making appointments the Hon’ble Minister invited tenders 
for the appointment of contractors and if so through what agencies? 
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Tito HOfl’blB Mft ABDUL COFRAN* Off-hand it is not possible to 
give information as to whether any tender had been called or not. 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why no Scheduced Caste contractors has been appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Because no suitable Scheduled 
Caste candidate was probably available. 


Application for foodgrain lioenoe by one Accorilal Bingha. Simlagarb, 

Hooghiy. 

•93. Mr, RADHANATH DAS: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether a foodgrain licence was issued on 26th November, 1942, 
under the name of one Accorilal Singha. Simlagarh, the licence 
No. being 204; 

(it) whether an appfication for renewal of' the licence was made in April, 
1946, through the Civil Supply Inspector of Panduah; 

(lii) whether the licence was reserved ; and 

(tv) if not, why not? 

(b) Who is the final authority of issuing such licence? 


The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a)(t) Licence No. 204 under Food- 
grains Control Order, 1942, was issued on the 26th November, 1942, in the 
name of Babu Accorilal Singha for Sridhar Rice Mills of Simlagarh Station. 

(it) An application, dated the 13th December, 1945, in Form “B** for 
a licence for dealing in rice and paddy under the Bengal Foodgrains Control 
Order, 1945, was received on the 18th December, 1945 (not April), direct by 
the Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies, Hooghiy Sadar, from the 
said Babu Accorilal Singha and not through the Inspector of Civil Supplies, 
Panduah. 

(lii) I am not quite dlear what the honourable member means by 
“reserved”. 

A new licence under the Foodgrains Control Order was not issued to him. 

(iv) A licence was originally issued to him to enable him to store or 
purchase paddy for his rice mill known as Sreedharji Rice Mill. He, 
however, subsequently sold his machine to Messrs. Joveri & Co. of 12C, Clive 
Row, Calcutta, and it was taken over by the party on the 23rd October, 1946. 
The Assistant Regional Controller of Procurement, Howrah-Hooghly, did not 
therefore recommend issue of a new licence to him under the Foodgrains 
Control Order, 1945, and no licence was accordingly issued by the Sub- 
divisional Controller of Civil* Supplies. 

(b) Licences for rice and paddy in procurement areas are issued by the 
Subdivisional Controller on the recommendation of the Assistant Regional 
Controller of Procurement. 

Mr. RADHANATH DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the licensee, Babu Accorilal Sinha, will be allowed to continue 
the licence for 1943-44? 


The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I ask for notice. 
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Proourement of rice through chief agents. 

•94. Mr. RATANLAL BRAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how much rice and paddy have been bought during the first five 
months of the current year through the chief agents of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal; 

(h) whether he is aware that the chief agents instead of paying the 

producers the price which the Government had fixed up paid them 
much less on many occasions without disclosing to the Govern- 
ment that they had done so; 

(c) whether he is aware of the public agitation that is going on among 
different classes of the people demanding that the system of 
procurement through these chief agents be abandoned in favour of 
direct Government procurement; and 
{d) whether he proposes to enquire into the activities and operations of 
these chief agents through a competent non-official enquiry com- 
mittee composed of leaders of public opinion and of the All-Bengal 
Kishan Sabha? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN. (a) Rice — 5,883,901 maunds. 
Paddy— 529,577 maunds. 

(5) No. 

(c) Government is not aware of any public agitation against the system 
of procurement through chief agents. Following the recommendations of the 
Famine Enquiry Commission, however, with effect from January Ist, 1947, 
procurement through chief agents has been stopped and Government has 
assumed full responsibilities for procurement directly through its own officers. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. RAJENDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government has appointed sub-agents to procure rice and 
paddy ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 

Mr. BIMAL GHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Food Commissioner to the Government 
of Bengal repeatedly disclosed in different Press (tonferences that Govern- 
ment has been buying through chief agents at a rate much lower than the 
maximum rate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the percentage of discount or loss that the sellers have to 
concede to chief agents before they sell their rice? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us an idea of the detailed procurement scheme that is now being 
followed ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not allow this question, for it is not 
possible to give a detailed account of the procurement scheme. 

Food crisis in KishoreganJ subdivision. 

•95. Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there is acute food crisis in Eashoreganj subdivision of 

Mymensingh district; 
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{ii) whether the Kishoreganj subdivision has been dedared a deficit area; 
and 

, (Hi) if 80 , what steps the Government have taken to meet the deficit in 
that area? 

(h) Is it a fact that quota of food^ains for Kishoreganj for the month 
of May, 1940, has not yet reached to the place? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(d) Is it a fact that with the withdrawal of cordoning, the little foodgrains 
that were in the said subdivision are being exported to Dacca and Tippera 
districts? 

(e) If the answer to (d) be in the afiirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the action is contrary to the spirit of the order 
passed for withdrawing the cordon? 

The Hoil’ble Mr, ABDUL GOFRAN: There has been a shortage 

of foodgrains in the Kishoreganj subdivision. The average retail price of 
rice in the subdivision was 118.13 per maund on the 22nd and the 29th May 
and 1^8.14 on the 5th June. The price then rose to R8.20 but came down 
to Its. 18 on the 3rd July and on the 17th July. The situation cannot there- 
fore bo described as an acute food crisis. 

(w) Yes. 

(ill) Distribution of rice and paddy under modified rationing has been 
introduced all over the subdivision. During the three months April, May 
and Juno 125,843 maunds in terms of rice wore issued in tli“ siilalivision. 

(6) The subdivision received G,407 maunds of rice and 118,755 maunds 
of paddy during tlie nioiitli of May. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Till the end of 1945 the whole of the Mymensingh district including 
the Kishoreganj subdivision was cordoned. Kishoreganj was excluded from 
the (jordon from 2f)th December, 1945, because it was not a procurement area. 
It is possible that after the exclusion of Kishoreganj from the cordon some 
ft odgrains from there have moved to the deficit areas of Dacca and Tippera. 

(e) No. The only justification for cordoning an area is the assistance it 
provides to procurement within the area. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHtKARI: In view of the answer con- 
tained in (fl)(i), will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware 
that the price of rice in Kishoreganj during that time was Rs. 35 per maund? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 

Mr. MUNINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what in his opinion is the price of rice that will 
bring in a crisis? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: That is a matter of opinion, Sir, 
into whn^h I do not want to enter. 

Mr. AMULyA CHANDRA ADHiKARI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the public of Kishoreganj sent a repre- 
sentation to the department concerned regarding the high price of rice and 
paddy during that period? 

The Hon'bl0 Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Might have been, but I am not 

aware of that. 

Famfiie conditions in Bengal. 

8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE; Will t> Honble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be please^ ^^-^tate— 

(e) whether it is a fact that panic, serious distress and almost famine 
conditions prevail in many parts of Bengal; 
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(6) whether wsuch panic, distresws and famine conditions began io appear 
from the middle of May last, when the price of rice began to 
soar from Ks.l9 and Es.SO a maund; 

(c) whether it is a fact that such panic and distress lessened when and 

wherever distribution of paddy and rice even at modified ration- 
ing scheme was started and continued regularly; 

(d) whether it is a fact that in almost all places, distribution of rice and 

paddy even at modified rationing scheme could not be carried 
on regularly for want of rice with the local wholesale dealers 
and distributors; 

(e) whether it is a fact that wholesale dealers and distributors w^ere 

reluctant to bring rice from Government godowms as they con- 
sidered such transaction less profitable than investing money in 
other ways; 

(/) whether as a result of irregularity and uncertainty of distribution, 
the price of paddy and rice increased and panic and famine con- 
ditions began to reappear in the distressed areas; and 

(ff) whether Government propose to start godowns immediately in every 
thana of distressed areas so that distributors may easily take 
rice from these godowns for distribution among the peopled * 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) Shortage of foodstuffs and con- 
sequent hardship undoubtedly existed in certain parts of Bengal. 

(Ij) The price of rice in certain areas started rising in the latter ])art 
of February, 1946. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) Not as a general case. In a few areas, however, wholesalers have 
shown some reluctance in taking up supplies. Where their reluctance was 
due to rea.sonable grounds, e.g., high transport charges involved, arrange- 
ments were made either to assist them with departmental trauBi)ort or to 
reimburse them for a part of their transport charges. 

(/) The average price of rice in the deficit areas continued to rise till the 
middle of June since when it has fallen by about 14 annas per maund. 
Attempts have been made to maintain supplies in all deficit areas and except 
perhaps in a few cases, where there were temjmrary difficulties, there has 
been no general failure of supplies. 

(ff) Government have about two hundred storage centres where stocks are 
held for distribution. In addition stocks are often released for consumption 
direct from procurement storage centres. Additional distribution storage 
centres have been set up in deficit areas as and when necessary and new 
storage centres will be set up wherever necessary. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the llon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that as a result of cordoning the surplus 
districts the neighbouring deficit districts and areas suffer for want of paddy 
and rice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: It must be the necessary conse- 
quence of cordoning because if it is necessary to cordon oft' certain surplus 
districts for procurement, it is for the purpose of supplying from the pro- 
cured stocks the requirements of the deficit areas. Therefore it cannot be 
said that the deficit areas suffer as a result of such cordoning. 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER; Next question. 

dt Point of privilege. 

Mr. Am^ .A CHANDRA ADHIKARI: On a point of privilege. Sir. 
We feel that we are not given adequate time for putting supplementary 
questions. 
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Mn DEPUTY SPEAKER : I do not think that is a question of privilege. 
I called the next question when I saw there was nobody rising up for putting 
supplementary questions. Unless you stand up and draw my attention I 
am helpless in the matter. 

Khastnahal lands in Chittagong. 

•97. Mr. AHMED KABIR CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Land and Land Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(tt) what is the income from the hlvasmahal lands in the district of 
Chittagong ; 

{h) what are the total number of officers under khaswnhal in Chittagong 
and what are their nationality and rank ; 

{c) what steps the Government has taken to protect the cultivable khas~ 
mahal land from saline water on the coast of Bay of Bengal ; 

(d) how many acres of land are barren, uncultivated and khesh in the 

above area; 

(e) how many jote^ taluk and any other lease lands on account of non- 

payment of rent have been purchased by Government in the year 
1945-46 and how many settled up; 

(/) what action Government proposes to take to make the khesh land 
arable ; 

(g) what is the underlying principle for keeping a vast cultivable land 

covered with sea weeds only as reserved forest on the Bay of 
Bengal coast; 

(h) whether the Government contemplates settling those reserved forest 

lands to landless cultivators ; if so, when ; 

(i) what is the discretionary amount placed under khasmahal officers 

for distribution in different thanas in the district of Chittagong; 

(j) what action the Government takes to improve the khasviahal lands; 

and 

(k) whether the Government contemplates taking some scientific measure 

to improve the said lands in pursuance of their Grow-More-Food 
policy P 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (cm behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman); 

(a) Rental demand for 1945-46 — Rs. 11,91,763. 

(b) Seven officers of whom one is khasmahal officer who is a Muslim and 
6 khas tahsilars — 4 Muslims and 2 Hindus. 

ic) Government have raised necessary embankments and maintain them. 
There are altogether 82 miles of khasmahal embankments in the district. 

(d) There are about 7.000 acres of undeveloped and sandy lands lying 
outside the embankment and within the spill area not yet fit for cultivation. 

(c) Two thousand five hundred and forty- two jotes and taluks were pur- 
chased; 1,059 have since been settled. 

(/) Such lands are kept exposed by removing embankments for a certain 
period so as to enrich them by the deposit of S'ilt: remission of rent to the 
affected tenants is granted for the period. 

{g) and (h) Lands are generally kept as reserved forests along the coast 
with a view to — 

(t) prevent premature reclamation of cultivable lands until they have 
been sufficiently elevated by the deposit of silt, 

{ii) provide grazing ground for the cattle of the surrounding villages, 
and 

(tn) maintain a cheap supply of timber, firewood for domestic consump- 
tion and specially for manufacture of salt, and other forest pro- 
ducts to meet the requirements of the local agricultural people. 
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Protected forest blocks are however released for settlement with culti- 
vators if it is found that such blocks are more suitable for growing food crops 
than forest produce. 

(t) Nil. 

(/) Construction of embankments and sluice boxes, re-excavation of hhah 
and tanks, supply of improved seeds and manures, agricultural demonstra- 
tions, etc. 

(k) Yes. 

Mr. AHMED KABIR CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the name of the Khas Mahal Officer? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am sorry I have not the name with me, but 
this much I can tell you that the Khas Mahal Officer was a Hindu. A 
Muslim was posted there. The answer was drafted in anticipation of a new 
Muslim officer being posted there but he has not yet joined there. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
who bears the cost of embankment — whether the cost is realised from the 
tenants ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have to ask for notice. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government is prepared to deforest Kampur and llingham forest 
and have a colony like Badarkhali co-operative colony? 

Mra ABDUL KARIM: No specific area has been mentioned in the 
question, so I am unable to answer about any particular area. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOUDHURY: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what scientific measures Government are taking 
to improve the said lands in pursuance of Grow More Food policy, arising 
out of {k)? z 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: They are distributing manures, etc. 

Khas estates or lots in Sunderbans area. 

*98. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Land and Land Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(«) how many estates or lots the Government have in khas possession in 
the Sunderbans area; 

(h) what are the numbers thereof; 

(c) what is the area of each of those estates ; 

(d) what is the gross income from each of them ; 

(e) what is the cost of protection of each of them for purpose of 

cultivation ; 

(/) what is the total cost of management of each of them ; 

(g) what is the net income of the Government per higha from each of 

them; and 

(h) what is the figure of net profit per higha in Sunderbans as disclosed 

by Agricultural Income Tax Assessment for lots held by private 
persons ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman); 

(a) to (g) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(h) Calculation of net profit per higha of cultivated lands in the Sunder- 
bans for khas lands held by private persons which yield only one crop of 
winter paddy, varies in each year according to conditions and circumstanceg 
and depends on various factors so far as assessment for Bengal Agricultural 
Income Tax is concerned. Generally, however, the assessment for 1944-45 
on the income of J94f3-44, disclosed an average net profit for khas lands 
of private persons varying from R8.25 to Rs.30 per higha. 
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Statement referred to in reply to clauses (a) to (g)pf starred question No. 98. 


Serial 

No. 

Number of 
estate. 

Area in 
acres. 

Gross 

annual 

rental 

demand. 

Average 
cost of 
protection 
per annum. 

Average 
annual 
cost of 
manage* 
xnent. 

Average 
annual net 
income per 
biffha. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 




Ra. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 


24.PABGANAS. 


1 

3024 

2,978*98 

11,860 

1,627 



0 10 0 

2 

2931 

3,779*98 

20,190 

3,072 



1 3 0 

3 

2968 

2,687*46 

7,611 

1,300 



0 6 0 

4 

2928 

2,966*76 

8,392 

1,012 


^ 27,304 

0 6 0 

6 

3137 

2,097*46 

9,624 

6,729 



0 1 0 

6 

3070 

2,964*46 

13,890 

4,917 



0 9 0 

7 

3071 

4,306*36 

21,036 

7,024 



0 12 0 

8 

2964 

1,068*00 

6,412 

6,078 



Nil 

9 

2692 

6,023*16 

26,279 

17,662 

4,983 

0 4 6 

10 

1467 

1,941*10 

8,787 

.3,137 

2,267 

0 7 9 




Bakaboano 




1 

4646 

2,867 

10,560 





2 

4680 

3,682 

11,799 





3 

4681 

4,282 

14,769 





4 

4600 

8,099 

30,229 





5 

4771 

6,948 

17,006 





6 

4866 

6,991 

19,281 

I 




7 

6092 

1,020 

1,760 





8 

6062 

7,454 

22,466 





9 

4626 

4,486 

11,994 


^ 42,000 

23,760 

0 14 7 

10 

4969 

10,427 

26,969 





11 

6300 

7,931 

18,832 





12 

6321 

6,011 

10,346 





13 

6623 

3,213 

9,161 





14 

4683 

6,088 

12,604 





16 

4968 

14,134 

24,912 





16 

4973 

3,399 

9,167 





17 

6460 

6,027 

13,963 



t 
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Serial 

No. 

Number of 
estate." 

Area in 
' acres. 

Gross 

annual 

rental 

demand. 

Average 
cost of 
protection 
per annum. 

Average 
annual 
cost of 
manage- 
ment. 

Average 
annual net 
income per 
higha. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 




Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 


Khulna. 


1 

779 

789-48 

1,840 

') 

184 

1 0 12 0 

2 

785 

196-44 

249 


26 

0 8 0 

3 

797(B) 

1,469-46 

4,086 


409 

0 13 4 

4 

799 

679-49 

1,272 


128 

0 9 0 

6 

801 

803-21 

2,980 


298 

10 8 

6 

804 

266-17 

1,171 


117 

15 3 

7 

806 

2-65 

10-13 


1 

110 

8 

808 

1,108-60 

1,726 


172 

0 7 4 

9 

812 

626-72 

1,040 


106 

17 0 

10 

821 

400-33 

945 


95 

011 4 

11 

830 

36-84 

92 


9 

0 12 0 

12 

831 

610-47 

1,296 


120 

0 10 0 

13 

832 

604-48 

1,107 


110 

0 8 8 

14 

834 

382-86 

676 


67 

0 7 0 

15 

835 

14-84 

21-6 


2 

0 6 8 

16 

836 

86-89 

281 


28 

0 15 8 

17 

846 

669-24 

2,708 


270 

1 3 8 

18 

853 

372-76 

613 


61 

0 7 8 

19 

855 

35 84 

92 


9 

0 12 0 

20 

856 

1,804-32 

6,617 


661 

114 

21 

867 

212-36 

447 


44 

0 10 0 

22 

859 

87-83 

126 

1,600 

12 

0 6 10 

23 

877 

1 4,076-30 

10,406 


1 1,040 

0 12 0 

24 

881 

162-04 

467 


46 

0 13 8 

25 

886 

272-44 

599 


60 

0 10 6 

26 

890 

632-08 

7,627 


760 

0 10 0 

27 

891 

315-21 

964 


96 

0 15 4 

28 

892 

316 62 

884 


88 

0 13 4 

29 

893 

366-29 

1,041 


104 

0 13 4 

30 

896 

265-56 

640 


54 

0 9 4 

31 

903 

80-26 

291 


29 

1 1 4 

32 

911 

707-76 

2,800 


280 

1 2 8 

33 

932 

332-51 

638 


63 

0 9 0 

84 

935 

159-19 

311 


31 

0 9 4 

35 

939 

190-93 

416 


42 

0 10 4 

36 

949 

3,063-61 

5,942 


594 

0 9 4 

37 

951 

29-04 

72 


. 7 

0 118 

38 

953 

102-81 

238 


23 

0 110 

39 

954 

528-73 

1,769 


176 

I 0 0 

40 

971 

1,767-81 

2,812 


281 

0 7 4 

41 

982 

78-04 

366 


36 

16 3 

42 

984 

3,483-94 

6,019 


601 

0 8 0 


Khan Bahadur 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL; Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the nature of improvement Government have 
made in the Backerganj Sunderbans? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I do not know how it arises out of this present 
question. 


Khan Bahadur 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Eon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if the Government contemplate to make improve- 
ment in the Backerganj Sunderbans in the paddy area? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The informations are all given in details. I 
do not think any question of improvement arises just out of this question. 
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Khan Bahadur SYED MAHAMMAD AFULs 1 £nd that bo much money 
is being spent for the management of Sunderbans area. My question is 
whether Government contemplate to make any improvement? 

Mri ABDUL KARIM: Government certainly contemplate to make 
improvement. 

Khan Bahadur SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: In what way? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am unable to discuss details. 

Utilisation of “Fatrar Char” for grazing purpooea. 

•99. Mr. 8ATINDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Land and Land Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(i) that a large number of the Burmese settlers from Arakan established 

their first colony in the Sundarbans area of the Patuakhali sub- 
division of the Bakarganj district about 150 years ago; 

(ii) that since- the beginning of the settlement the Mogh (as the 

Arakanese settlers are C/alled) and the Muslim peasantry of the 
Amtoli, Khepupara, Bargima and Galachipa police-stations had 
been using the “Tangra Giri Island’*, commonly known as 
'Tatrar Char” as a grazing ground on an annual rent of Re.l 
per buffalo ; 

{Hi) that there is no other substitute for the aforesaid char as a pasture 
land for thousands of bullocks and buffaloes during Septemlier 
and October when the entire main land remains submerged under 
water and covered with aman crops ; and 

(tv) that last year an order was promulgated by the appropriate authori- 
ties prohibiting the peasants from sending their cattle to the 
abovementioned char? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to consider the desirability of withdrawing the order giving the 
peasants their old grazing right? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of selecting alternative grazing grounds within 
their easy reach and till then permit the peasants to use the “Fatrar Char** 
for grazing purposes ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazliir Rahman): 

(a) (i) Yes, it is reported to be so. 

{it) Grazing settlements were made for some time in the accretions to 
the south of the char, 

{Hi), (6) and (c) The matter is under consideration. 

(iv) Yes. 


DIerks in OfSoial Reoeivor’s Offloo. 

•100. Dr. ABDUL AHAQ. (a) Will the Kon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

{i) the number of Hindu and Muslim clerks in the Official Receiver’s 
office ; and 

(u) the number of permanent Muslim staff there? 

(6) If there is no Muslim staff, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reason therefor? 
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MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT <the Honi^ble 
Mr- Nagendra Narayan Roy): 

(a) (i) Permanent 11 — 

Hindu 10. 

Muslim 1 (typist). 

Temporary 14 — 

Hindu 7. 

Muslim 7. 

(ii) Permanent Muslim 1. 

(b) The staff was formerly under the administrative control of the High 
Court. All appointments are being made strictly according to the Com- 
munal Ratio Rules since the office was taken over by Government after the 
passing of the Calcutta Official Receiver’s Act. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state the date when the department was taken over 

the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY: Since April, 1939. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: 

The Hort’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY: 1 want notice. 

Repair of certain sections of Ajoy embankment in Birbhum. 

•101. Mr. NI8HAPATI MAJHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether his attention has been drawn to the fact that the sections of 

Ajoy embankment which run along the villages of Raipur, Hinja, 
Gitagram, Haripur and Mangalpur in the district of Birbhum 
have been in a state of considerable disrepair; and 

(ii) whether he is aware of the apprehension felt in the district that 

unless repair work is speedily undertaken, about a hundred 
thousand bighas of cultivated land and GO inhabited villages will 
be destroyed during the ensuing flood season? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any repair 
work has been undertaken in the embankment near Gitagram with a view to 
reclaim the six thousand bighas of cultivated laud which had been covered 
with sand as a result of last year’s flood? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the nature and 
extent of such work? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give some details about the 
repair work in the embankment in other villages mentioned in (a)(i)? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what has become of the 
public subscriptions amounting to Rs. 11,500 in all which were made over to 
the authorities at Birbhum district as contributions of the local inhabitants 
towards the partial cost of repair of the Ajoy embankment within the last 
two years? 

MINI8TER in charge of the IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): (a) (i) The embankment referred to is a 
private zamindary embankment. The zamindars concerned are responsible 
for its maintenance. 

fit) The district authorities were aware of the situation and took action 
in tne matter. 
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(6) and (c) Repair work in the form of strengthening and raising the 
Gitagram embankment was undertaken by the local committee formed for the 
purpose. The amount spent is about 118.1,994. 

(d) The following is a statement showing the extent of work done at the 
different centres: — 


Name of Centre. 


J ahanabad-Mangalpur 

Giieedah 

Haripur 

Heneya 

Deoli 


Expenditure. 

Rs. 

... 5,237 
... 8,3G5 
... 3,492 
... 3,497 
... 1,107 


In October last the embankment was again broached by the heavy flood 
in the Ajoy. These breaches have been repaired. 

(e) In May, 1943, public subscriptions amounting to Rs. 12,701-6-6 and 
Rs. 2, 455-1 5 were raised for the repair and maintenance of the Gitagram and 
the Jahanabad-Mangalpur embankment respectively. Local committees 
were formed for administering these two funds and the anmunts were placed 
at the disposal of the District Board for repairing the embankments under the 
test relief system. A sum of Rs.2, 701-6-0 on account of the Gitagram 
embankment and Rs. 455-15 on account of the Jahanabad-Mangalpur embank- 
ment were refunded to the local committees and are in deposit with the 
Bolpur Branch of the Pioneer Bank Ltd. 


Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the President of the local committee was 
the Subdivisional Officer himself and if it is a fact that Rs. 2,000 and odd 
was deposited on behalf of the zemindar which has not yet been refunded? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The answer to the 
first part is in the affirmative; as regards the latter part, 1 want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to answer 
contained in (rj)(ii) to the effect that the district authorities were aware of 
the situation and took action in the matter, will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in what particulars action was taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; The answer is quite 
simple. Embankments were repaired. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it was a fact that an honourable member of this House as also the 
zemindars moved the Government before the breach occurred and drew the 
attention of the Government that the money that was lying with the Sub- 
divisional Officer might be utilized before the breach occurred? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I have no informa- 
tion now. I can enquire and let the honourable member know. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government consider the desirability of 
taking over these embankments from the zemindars because the people had 
been suffering from flood havocs every year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TA«AK NATH MUKHERJEA; Government is 
considering the desirability of not only taking over the embankments but 
the zemindaries as well. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government is considering the desirability of 
taking steps to realise the cost of repairs from the zemindar himself? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: In tho (litierent cases 

the situntion varies. Tliere are some estate> u here* the zemindars are 
responsible while there are others where Government is in eliur^’e of 
embankments. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR ; Is the lion ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of realising this amount pro rain Irom the Govern- 
ment and the zemindar where due’^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; As per a^neement, as 
I have already stated. 

(At this stage' the House was adjourned for lo miniiies.) 

( A // i'r Cl (I JO urn m ent.) 

Message. 

Secretary read Ihe following* messag-es received from the Bengal 
LegislatiAT Council : — 

(1) “That the concurrence ol the Bengal Legislative Assembly be a«ked 

to thi‘ Bengal Non-Agrieultural Tenam'y (Teim)orary Provisions) 
Ih\tendiug' Bill, 11)47, as juissed by the Bengal fjegislative Council 
at its meeting* held on the 11th February, 1947.” 

(2) “That the concurrence of the Bengal Ijegislative Assiunbly be 

askc'd to the lU'iigal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 12tli 
February, 1947.” 


General discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Mr. Deputy S]>(‘akei*, Sir, at the very 
outset I would lik(‘ to ])ring t<> your notice once agaiiv llnit the proceedings 
of the last Budg(*l Session have not yet lu'en made available to members. 

I hope, Sir, you will see t(» it tlial they are circulated to members before the 
Demands for Grants are j) laced Ix'fore this Ilous(‘. 

Mr. De]Uity S]ieaker, Sir, that the positi(»n of the finan(*eK of Bengal as 
revealed in the statement of a(*counts subinitted by the llon’blc Finance 
Minister is very dis(|uieting has becji acknowbMlged by him. In fact it is 
so grave that the Finame Minister was forced to append a last minute 
apologia to the printed budget statement with a view to explain — I would 
rather say in an effort to explain away~the deplorable plight to which the 
finances of this province have beiui reduced. In framing this addendum I 
am afraid. Sir, our youthful Finance Minister in his youthful enthusiasm 
has elected to rush in into a sphere where, as the saying goes, angels would 
have feared to tread. For, in the few incursions he has made into the 
Niemeyer Report he has been guilty of not a few unfortunate instances of 
incorrect references and terminological inexactitudes. To advert to but a 
few of these instances, No. 1, Sir Otto Niemeyer was not actuated primarily 
or solely by the consideration of stability and solvency of the Centre in 
making his award, although that consideration was continuously in his 
mind. The considerations that actuated him were stated by him to be as 
follows: (1) the needs of the province, and (2) the extent to which, consistent 
with the financial stability of the Centre, the Centre could offer assistance 
to the provinces. 

No. 2, the contention of the Finance Minister that the allocation of 20 
per cent, of the divisible income-tax pool to both Bengal and Bombay in 
epite of the fact that BengaPs population is thrice that of Bombay is unfair, 
is misleading. The Hon’ble Finance Minister may be interested to know 
27 
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that Bombay vehemently protested against what she called this “unfair 
allocation” on the ground that her contribution tortile income-tax pool was 
very much larger than that of Bengal. Faced with such convicting claims. 
Sir Otto Njemeyer based liis calculations partly on residence and ])artly on 
population — a basis which, under the circumstances, did n(»t appear to be 
unfair. 

No. d and the most misleading and ]>ernicious of these inaccuracies — I 
do not know whether it was intentional — was the following statement of the 
Finance Minister: “From BengaTs ])oint of view the Niemeyer Award made 
no attempt wdiatever to recti fv the accumulat(‘d deficiencies of pre-Autouoniy 
years. She was given 75 lakhs by wa\ of immediate assistance”. Tliat is 
both untrue and misleading. The financial assistance wliieli Sir Otto 
iNiemeyer had oll’ered to Bengal was an amount of Bs. 75 hiKhs pej- annum — 
'not for one particular year but for all future \ears made uj) as follows: {a) 
a nett annual sjjving of Bs. dd lakhs as the resull of the cancellation of all 
the debts amounting t(» nearly Es. 9 crores that Bengal owed to the Cenlre at 
the inauguration of Jb'ovincial Autonomy; (/>) Es. 42 lakhs reprt'senting an 
additional 12^ per cent, of the jute export duty. 

Tt may interest honourable members to kiiow^ that neither Bombay nor 
Madras obtained anything whatsoever out of the Niemeyer Award. Bombay 
did not even get her share of the duty on cotton which she claimed on the 
analogy of the jute duty which was allowed to Bcmgal. The Finance 
Minister, Sir, had wanted to make of Sir Otto Nicmieyer a convenient sea])e- 
goat for the criminal inefficiency and corruption and l)ungling of successive 
Muslim Ijeague (rovernments of Bengal. But 1 am afraid Sir Otto 
Niemeyer, although ungallantly but obstinately, refuses to oblige our young 
Finance Minister, That is the first point that I want to make out. 

Now let us for one moment assume that the villain of tin; stnr\ of Beiigal’is 
gradual ruination is the Niemeyer Award, although that is not true. If the 
Niemeyer Aw’ard is scrapj)ed what would have happened. Evtm on the 
assum])tion that Bengal contributes 2U per cent, to the divisible income-tax 
pool if Bengal were to obtain the whole of the jute export duty and her 
share of the income-tax, the additional amount that would be available to 
Bengal w'ould have been a little over Es. 7 crores in 19E)-47 and about 
Es. 9i crores in 1947-48. That amount, colossal as it may appear, would 
have been quite inadequate to cover or to bridge the yawning gap between 
revenue and expenditure, for the deficit in 1940-47 is over Es. Id crores and 
that for 1947-48 really over Es. 12 crores. Honourable members may be 
interested to know that the normal revenues of the province in pre-war days 
was anything between Es. 12 and Es. 14 crores — a figure at which the current 
annual budget deficit stands. But the point that 1 want to inake out is this. 
Even if the Niemeyer Award was scrapped, the Finance Minister’s difficulties 
and worries would not be over. That is the second point that I want to 
make out. 

While on the subject of budget deficits it may interest honourable 
members to know that for nine years beginning with the introduction of 
Provincial Autonomy right up to 1945-46 there was a total deficit of about 
18 crores of rupees. 

Significantly enough the assistance that Bengal has obtained either on 
account of famine relief or by way of subvention from the Centre lias been 
an amount equal to 18 crores of rupees, which is exclusive of the amount 
that Bengal has obtaine4 for Development expenditure. Thus right up to 
1945-46 Bengal has been able to make her both ends meet with the very 
generous assistance that she has obtained from the much-maligned Centre. 

Before I analyse the causes of Bengal’s sad financial plight, I should like 
to draw your attention to another disquieting feature of the Budget. 
Although revenue and expenditure have increased from year to year, the 
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share allotted to social services does not re‘'‘ister anything hnt^ a propor- 
tionate increase. Our rev('nue exj)enditure has iucrt'astal iroin 12 crores in 
19d7-'j<S to 42 crores in 1947-48, ex(‘liisive of Developiuent ex])eiuliture. In 
the circumstances one would liave exjKH-ted tliat a mucli laipei* sliare than 
a mere pro])ortionate iiicnaise would lia\e been allotted to social stuvices. 
But that has not happened. That is the third i)oint that 1 want to make 
out. 

I come now, Sir, to the causes that are resjioiisible for the decay in the 
financial structure of Bengal. J have already statial that the responsibility 
cannot be loisted uj)on*the ISiemever Award, nor (‘an the ri‘s|>on>ibility for 
this rot be attributed, as the Finance Minister has tried to, to tlie war that 
is just over, henj^al has not abme had to bear the inll brunt ot infla- 
tionary foi'ces. The evil (‘tb‘cts oi inllation ha\e b(‘en llu* common exjieriem’e 
of all the States and proviiua's ot India. Nor dot's tlie ctmtention oi the 
Finance Minister tliat Beiipal was a major bast' of operation in the l^aist. 
provide an answer to Ben^aFs financial tlilliculties. Assam was vt'ry mm“li 
more an advance base on wdiose soil even somt' land fiphtinp’ fotdv place; but 
Assam has emero’ed from tht' ravages of war not only with her iinaiici's intact, 
but even after settiu^^ apart a handsome amount towards a Devt'lopmeiit 
Fund. Our Fintince Minister instt'ad of des]>erately <.;io])inp’ everywhere 
outside to discover some plea or jileas to ex])lain away his financial straits, 
would have done very much better to liave turnt'd liis vision inward to find 
out what the pursuit of the policy of the party to whic'h he belongs, has coat 
I3en‘^al. We should have prejiared an estimate of what corruption and 
inefficiency in administration due to and encouraged by tlie distiibution of 
party patroua^re, and communa] tension and conflict fonn'iib'd in furtherance 
of party objectives, have cost Bengal. Some idea, some imjierfect idea, of 
the cost the honourable members may have liy r('f(*reuce to some demand 
heads, namely, “29 — Bolice”, “^4 — FamiiH'“, “57 -Misci'llaneons*’ ami “(>3 
bAHranrdinarv (fiiarpi-es in India”. An examination of llieTolici', Famine 
and Miscellaneous I lemiirTTht- provide some idea of tin' cost wdiich the deli- 
berate policy of embittering? communal relations and provoking?' communal 
disturbances, have entailed; wdiile somi' idea of the cost <d’ im'flicii'iicy and 
corruption may be obtained by a study of th(‘ demand lor hiXtiaordinary 
Charges in India”. It may interesf honourable members fo know’ ihaf these 
four Bems taken together accounted for oiilv IT per (‘(‘ut. of the exiiemlilure 
in l940-4E.but in 1940-47 they amoiinf crores and rciireseiitJilLiier 

cent." of the revenue expenditure. 1 w^ould ask hoiioiiralde irn'inbers to 
remember tbaT^while expenditure on social services has only jusf ])ropor- 
tionately increased, the exjienditure under tliese four demand lieads has fhree 
times more than proportionately increased. I have trii'd. Sir, to fraim' an 
estimate of wdiat the ])ursuif of (lovernment's ])olicy of foim'iitin.i? communal 
bitterness may have cost Bengal, say, in 194()-47. TIm' t'sfimatt' is, ot course, 
very tentative, but it may be of interest to lionouralile members and it is as 
follows : — 

h'amiue relief: ooO lakhs Fxjx'udif ui-e in conncctmii with lioj-;: 
•JdS laklis. Additional e\])enditure accordiim lo my cah-ul.-ttioii uiwbu- the 
b(*ad “Bolicc” on account of communal tension: ot) lakli^. Total S:5S lakhs. 
A^i’ain under tlie head “Extraordinary Charpes in India” out (d an i‘Xp('iidi- 
tur(‘ of 10 crores in 1940-47 iiothiiio’ les> than ti to 7 croics is afconnicd for 
inefficiency, corrujifion and jobbery. Thus flu' total mmo'taiv cost to 
Bengal of the Govi'niment's suicidal communal policy amouiif an\lhiiio' 
between 14 and 10 crores of ru])ees. 

Herein lies the root cause of Bengal’s financial imilady and flic y.iwaiino- 
gaps between revenue and expenditure. If this expendituri' could have been 
avoided, as it should have been, Bengal like most of the other ])rovinces 
would also have had surplus budget. That is tlie fourth and the last point, 
Sir, that I want to make out. 
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While on the subject oi the expenditure under the four demand heads 
I have already referred to, I would respectfully urge the Finance Minister 
to make a careful study of the expenditure under those heads in some other 
provinces and try to find an answer to the question as to why they are so 
excessively high in Bengal. The communal problem is an All-India problem) 
and is not confined to Bengal alone. Why is it then that it costs to Bengal is) 
so much heavier and so proportionately higher? The Civil Supplies Directo--^ 
rate and a Rationing Department, again, are not the monopoly of Bengal. 
They are common to all otlier provinces. Why is it then that their cost to 
Bengal is so much heavier and so disj>roportionatel> higlu*r. I would ask the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister to thr(»w some light on these simple questions 
which so much baffle and ])uzzle ordinary members like us. (At this stage the 
blue light was lit.) Sir, if you had not be(!n anxious to put up the red or 
blue light against me, I would have* tried to draw a comparative i)icture of 
the finances of Bengal with those of some other provinces. I would also 
have referred to sonu* of tlie salicmt features of the Budget and in particular 
to the ])lanless and wasteful expenditure in connection with the Development 
projects. But undiT the circumsiances I shall content myself by saying 
that the primary cause of Bengal’s sad financial plight is neither the / 
Nieyemier Award, nor war inflation, nor the fact that Bengal has been a| 
major base of oiieration in the Fast. The primary reason why Bengal 
appears to be firmly se-t on the road to financial ruination with a beggar’s 
bowl in her hand is the narrow and shorf-sighted communal policy pursued 
by the Government. Unl(*as that evil is eradicated there is nothing thnrt 
can save Bengal from financial collapse. Unless our revenues can be 
expanded and pro])erly husbanded and unless all unnecessary expenditure 
can be ruthlessly esc.he'we<l ami all revenues fruitfully utilised, some members 
of tlie Muslim League Ihirty and their sup])orters and henchmen to what- 
ever party or (‘ommunity they may belong may wield large ])Owers and even 
enjoy great o])ulence, but all that will have been purchased at the cost of 
the poverty and the misery of the masses. 

Sir, so far as we on fhis side of the House are concerned it is undoubtedly 
galling and even pathetic thal we must hv impotent si)ectators of the rake’s 
mad but def(‘rmined rac(‘ towards fiimjicial bankruptcy although we are all 
vitally inter(‘sted in flu* process, bui that ap])ears to be the lot that is 
allottca! to us. What amaz(‘s im* and passes my comprehension, Sir, is the 
degieo of complacency, gullibility and obtuseness exhibited by mn^ freinds 
o])posite who will remain contentedly blind to the very dark and disastrous 
fuiure they are beipieathing to their own sons and grandsons. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
believe if an impartial critic wen* to come to Bengal today and examine 
the provisions of the budget he will not hesitate to assert that the budget 
after all reflects the mind and ways of the Bengal Muslim League Ministry, 
which, barring a short interval of about a couple of years, has ruled over 
the destinies of this province since 1937. I agree entirely with my 
honourable friend who preceded me when he analysed the main causes 
which liave led to the financial ruin of this grea!t and once prosperous 
province of Bengal, the common motherland of millions of Hindus and 
Muslims for generations past. 

Sir, if we analyse the events that have led to the present catastrophe, 
the blame will go one hundred per cent, to the Ministry which has been in 
office which has not oid\ remained soaked in communalism but has been 
corrupt, inefficient, extravagant and thoughtless of the ^ welfare of the 
province as a whole. I would ask my friends opposite in particular^ to 
remember that it is not the much-maligned Hindu who has been responsible 
for the administration of this province since 1937. The time has now come 
for them to examine how they have behaved since 1937 (and have helped to 
ruin Bengal)’. 
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Mr. Ghose referred to the Nienieyer Award. If we back to 1937-38 
when the Provincial Autonomy started we find that next year the Ben^ral 
Government presented a hudg’et of 12 crores and 70 laklis tlirouyli its first 
Finance Minister, Mr. Nalini Eanjan Sarkar, which was a balanced budget. 
At that time 9 crores of rupees, which were the dues and (lehUOnriTf]? to 
tJie Government of India, were condoned and extra smirces of revenue were 
allowed to the province ot liengal. C'oinpare that figure of 12 crores and 
7€) lakhs of rupees to 40 crores of rupees which is your Inidgid estimate in 
1947-48. In other words there has been an increase ol 370 per cent, in the 
income ot this provimje of Bengal. AVliat about the exi>emliture ? If we 
take the figure ot 1038-30, the expenditure was 12 crores 7() lakhs, for 
that was a. uair wlnoi a balanced bmlgc'l Avas jiiesimted, and the budget 
estimate for this year is 41 crores 4(i lakhs ot lupees, in other words, an 
increase of expenditure by .‘>20 per cent. Over and above that there is a 
deficit of either 19 crores or 2b crores if the j)roposal for adding to the ])ay8 
and pros])ects of the (‘inployees ot the Government of Bengal is acc(‘pted. 
That is the picture of Bengal, tlu‘ ])ictnre of Pakistan of which my friends 
op])osite sj)eak so much a deficit of 25 crori‘s of rupees and nou remain 
today mortgaged to tlu' (Jovtunment ot India and it il refuses (o conn* to 
your resciu* you would leail yoin- province to com]dete rum and disaster. 

Now, Sir, wlu) has suffered aaul who has gaint'd? Is it not ])ossible for 
my frieiuls o})])osite to surve\ as to whether dining the last ti'ii \i‘ars the 
common man has lienetited in any wa\ ? The pndilem of foodstuff, of clothing 
health, housing, edmaition, trade and comnn'rce- has then* lieen any marked 
improvement in the conditions of Bengal, \\heth(‘r Hindu or Muslim. W'here 
is tlie Bengali Muslim today in any one oi tln*se splnui's’:^ (A mcnilu'r iiom 
Government benches: Nowhera*.) I’hat is Hu* ])lea'^u?'t‘ of Hic intcrrui)to]'s 
that at any rate during the last t(‘n .\ears the\ haM* succeedeil in crushing 
[the Hindus ot Bengal, no matt(‘r whethei tin* Muslims ot Bengal have 
benefited or not. Wonderful ph*asurel 

Now, Sir, I would ask my fi’iemls to examine just for a f(‘w brief moments 
the I'xpenditure oiiJlie nation-building departments. 1 am hioadly analysing 
the figure, 1 have not the time to go through tin* <letails. 11 you look at the 
natipn-building departments, you will find that this huge incr(*ase in i*xpendi- 
ture has benefited the iiatiim-building departments by 92 ;7 i)er cent., if we 
bear in mind the figures for 1938- 3)9 and 19-17-48, Gem'ral Administration 
has henefiled hy hundr»*VT ]H‘r ernt.; Civil Supplies and this is 
mainly for administration and soim* works of const ruction — has absorbed 
6 crores 12 lakhs in 194()-47 and it is going to ah^ol•h b cit)!^^ and 47 lakhs 
of rupees next year — only tin* maintenance of the Ci\il Supjilies Di'partment. 
Famine and relief cost us b crores 83 lakhs last >car and it is going to cost 
us 2 ci’ores 90 lakhs next year; riot 2 enm's 49 lakhs last \ear and 1 crorc 
2G lakhs in the coining year. Now, it yon anal\se thesi* figures you uill 
be able immediately to answer to the arguim‘nt which was o(Ten*d to the 
House by my friend the Hon’hle the Finanei* Minister that hi* is not so much 
afraid about this huge budget he<*aust* he is going to land Bengal on jiro- 
ductive ex])('ndituri‘, whereby the wealth of the peojile of Bi*ngal will increase 
and their taxable (•a])aeiiy also will increase. Analyse* these big d(*]iartmeuts 
wdiich are being run by the Government of Bengal at sn(*h ef)h>ssal cost and 
ask which has been the most productive of th(*sc di'partmcnts ? 

Now, Sir, if you analyse a little mon* the^e* figures yon will eome across 
certaiu big landmarks of Muslim League loot, fraud and nialadniinistration 
— 1 use these words deliberately — which have* led to this huge e\})enditiirc 
of the public funds and the first which T shall preseuit to the honeuirable 
members is the boat construction scheme. (Tnte*ri iijdion^ from Gf)ve‘rrinient 
benches.) 1 dei not know whether the intei nijdor.s in paiticnlar have* been 
benefited hy it. The boat construction scheme has cost Bengal 3 crores of 
rupees. "We were promi.sed la.st year when the budget was ]>resent^d that 
[there would be a tnorough enquiry into this scandal. I believe there is no 
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parallel to this fraud anywhere else — 3 crores, already spent and 31 lakhs 
spent per year. And pray, what sort of boats? Boats that do not float. 
(Lauj?hter from Opposition benches.) Wonderful boats prepared under the 
direct auspices of the Muslim Ijea^ue Ministry! Why were these boats 
necessary? They were necessary to keep goiii”* the leaky boat of the 
Muslim League Ministry which was brought into power by the late Sir 
John Herbert after llie resignation of Mr. Fazlul Huq. To keep the Muslim 
League Ministry going this great boat construction scheme had to be 
evolved. And who were the partners? It is all an open secret now. So 
' many members of the Legislature, Ministers, their wives and relations 
! suddenly became great industrialists niid partners in fraud and through 
I their shameless efloj ts f)()ats came into existence — boats that do not float 
I according to ihe ndmission of the Finance Minister. What 1 cannot under- 
stand is why should not the majority of tlie members of the present Muslim 
League Party who have nothing to do with this fraudulent transaction, why 
should not they rise up to a man and demand that these dishonest persons, 
who were nias(|iierading as friends of the party should he brought before the 
court of law and ])uhlicly tried for this criminal mismanagennuit. If you 
are not going to do that, at any rate ])ut them on the boats and throw thiuii 
into the Bay of Bcmgal. (Laughter.) Only kiM‘p some boats for my 
friends of thi‘ European Part.x , so that th(‘y can go back in June Ifl lS; tln^y 
dt'serve this s))e(’ial t?‘(‘atnient bt‘x*ause they su])])ort(‘d the ^linistry. J'his 
party has been responsible for keej)ing this di.shonest ^linistry in oSlcc"' 
during the entire period. 

'N(‘xt comes th(‘ loss on account of sale of suhsidis(‘d food. You examine 
the figiir(\s yoursidf. There lias been a loss of fTYriTres and 21 lakhs 
during th(‘ last three years on acc»)unt of subsidised iood. M’hat is the 
exi)lanation ? Tin* explanation is simple. Wh(» an* tin* eontrai tors ? Some 
bit»‘ ni(*Ti had to he patroniscsl, others had to he purelias(‘d. What (hx's it 
matter if tln‘ Ihmgal peasants, whether Hindus or Muslims, had to i»ay 
Bs. tl cj'ores and 21 lakhs and the Ih'ovince com])letely licjuid.Hcal ? Wh:)t 
dot's it matter? Tht' Muslim Leagut' Hag must Hy and thi'ie art' certain 
genih'ineii who are out to rt)Ust* etunmunal ])assion in tht' Provinet' who 
must he pati'tmist'd. Sir, tht'ie was a remark math' hy tht' Aceountant- 
Gt'iit'ial — I would like tht* Finance Minister to bring it up hefoit' the 
fit'gislature— about the waslt* ot 33,t)t)() maunds t»f rice invt)l\ing lakhs of 
rupt't's, for which no t'xplanation has \t't gone to tht* ottice ol the Aecouniant- 
General. No explanation is pt)ssible except delibt'rate anti criminal neglect 
of tluty. 

Then ettnit's the t hatflie condition of the Famine Belief Fund. Will the 
Hon'ble Finance Ministei’ dare tt) eontratliet nie if ] say that the 
Accountant-( li'neral has informetl tin* ()it)vernmt'nt of Bt*ngal that a sum of 
5 ert)rt's t)f ru])ees has remained unaccountt'd for from this fund 
((h’ies of “shame, shanu'” frttm the ()p])osition Benches.) AVhat is tht* t'on- 
fldential repttrt of Sir Walter (jurner appointed by the self-same Muslim 
Lt'ague ^linistry, wlm has said that the figure is mounting up. Where is 
the mont'y going? For whose benefit is this money being eni])h)yed? I am 
not going into tin* communal asjtect of this question at all. I atn trying to 
]mt some little s(*nst* into tht* minds of my frit'iids sitting opposite who had 
nothing to do with the administration of the previous Ministry. 1 would 
t'X]U'et mv friends, ]iarticular1y my younger fi'iends to ri.si' up and >a> “wt* 
want a clean Ministry— Ministry which will not swindle away crores of 
rupees bt'louging to this Prtnince which after all ('ome out of the blood and 
toil of millions of Bengal’s po])ulation”. The Minister himself is in charge 
of some of the relief o])eraiions. I have nt*ver heard of such a thing that 
the Minister himself is o])erating a i)ortion of the relief and that is, I believe, 
connected ])articularly with Ifihar IJelief. He has spent Bs. 57 lakhs for 
giving d(des bitJie.Mm^liiu sufferers cpjniug-LriJni B jjiar, ( A voice : It was 
necessary.) (Mu. BA])iuzzAiiAN~MiJH.\MMAi) Ilias : It was due to your 
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activities.) It was not due to our activities at all. It has been repeatedly 
stated by the Opposition that Biiiar incidents had been due to our activities, 
but forget not that Bihar incidents had taken place on account of Noakhali y 
and Calcutta. One warning* has come from Bihar and unless members ^ 
opposite come to Dieir senses, there will be many more Bihars eniicfecT which 
will be catastrophic to the Muslim League. (Uproar.) (Cries of “Bengal 
is pre])ared“.) You can shout but do not ignore realities. 

Now let me come to the trading loss of th(‘ Brovin(*e due to rice, wheat 
and wheat products. If we examine these figures, we get the following 
figures: In B)4d-44, lU. 4 crores oO hikhs; in l})44-4o, Rs. 14 crores 14 lakhs; 
in 19454(), Bs. 1 ciore 9(1 lakhs; in 194(1-47, Us. 2 crores U» lakhs; and in 
the coming Budget Rs. 1 ('rore 20 lakhs. Tliis trading loss we shall have 
to suffer for rice, wheat and wheat. ])roducts. What ai’c tlie details!'"' Who 
are the ])i‘rsons to wliom i‘ontrac(s have been given!*"' Disclose tlieii' names. 
This loss has been due to the corrupt, c(nnmunal and iiu‘llicient manner in 
which you have distributed the jmtronage not for the ]>urpose of lu‘l])ing the 
teeming millions of BengaUs ]) 0 ])ulation, but for I he ]»ur]n>se of ])uttiug 
money into the pockets ol perMUis who in their turn will lu‘lj» tin* Miuisters. 
Y^ou have thus lauded Bengal into this disastrous positioTi. 

Now, Sir, I have not takmi into account up till now the i|eycl(>pment 
fund. This aspect of the matter jnrsents certain ])rol)h‘ms which wc caii'nbt 
ov(‘rlonk. For the d(‘vt4o|>ment of Bengal (lovcrnnu'nt of India is going to 
pay Rs. (19 crores spread oven* a period of five* u'ars and tin* (lovi'ninnuit of 
Bennal is going fo pay Rs. 41 enuTS. Lil(L.yi‘pi*cs of rupt'es art* going to , 

be S]H‘nt for tlie dcvclo}>ment of B(uigal. 'I’liis ]>erba])s has ncvt‘r hapi)ened^'- 
iii the history of this Urovince since tb(‘ East India ('oinjtany days. And 
bow will this huge and colossal sum of nion(\\ ))c spout P Here. Sir. I would 
lik(' to make a demand that this sum, coming as it does— al h*asl the bulk 
of it— li'oni llie (iovci'nm(‘nt of Imlia, (‘annot In* h'l'i In hi* disl nluitcd oi tln^ 
policy to he setth'd ('ntir(‘l\ bv a ])arti‘<an Ministrv. ll is our d(‘?iiand that 
there must ht* an Advisoi\ Comujiitci* appointed b,\ the ( lovi'inmcnl o! India 
which will sci'ulinist' (‘vi‘r_\ '-cheme which w’ill be put foiward b\ tin* (lovi'rn- 
ment of Bengal and later on when the scheme will la* ]mt intii operation that 
(’ommittec will si'c lo it that this mom*\ is sp(‘nt not tor communal pnrpos(*s, 
not for jiarty jiuiposos, hut tor tlx* amelioration of the conditinn ol the 
pcoph* of Bengal, iircspi'ctivt* of cnmmnnities. ( .\ voiti : That is bi'ing 
done.) ]jook at the seliemes which ha\e heen prepai’ctl. 1 loiild not get all 
of tliein. 1 could g('t only soim* inlonnation Irom tin* loloronees which have 
bei*n imnh* in the Budget. 1 wtnild rc(pn*st the llon'blc l*4nanc(* Minister, 
and it is a rt*(|ucst which should la* made by ('very nn'inber oi this Ilniise, 
that full details of tin* seln*mes wliicli will cover Rs. i;9 cror(*s or 100 crore.s 
should be cii'eulat(*d to tin* nn'inla'rs of tin* legislalnn*. You will find that 
last y(*ar tliere was a jirovision made oi Us. 10,1.7 lakhs out o{ which only 
Rs. 0,9() lakhs w«*r(* spent. At fiist then* was a sehenn*; certain ])ro\isinns 
W(’re mad(* but tlie.\ wen* dro])ped out tin* reason heing tin* same s]»irit of 
!thnuglitl(*ss and criminal negligence ol tin* ri'al m*e(K ot tin* Province. 
Some ^eliemes an* ]iiit foiward l<alay, some are rejeet**d tomorrow, sonn* an* 
again gone through on tin* in‘\t dav, '•ojne an* l(*ft b(*hiiid. 'rhis sort of 
cycle goes on. YIv friend tin* Hon’ble Finance Minister spolu* alxnit ])roduo- 
tivo sehenu's. f find, for instanei*, in tin* revised estimati* out of Rs. O.fKI 
lakhs Rs. 42 lakhs have only be(*n s])(‘nt for agrienlfnre and indust rv. This 
is the great ]irodnetiv(* sclienn* which is going to raisi* tin* W(‘alth of Ih'Ugal 
which Avill uitima1(*]\ wu])e out the deficit. 1 shall give two illustrations. 
Tlieie was a scheim* for tin* re-excavation of derelict irrigation tanks afid 
Rs. 40 lakhs Avere provided for in the Budg(‘t. Diliei'rs wen* a))point(*d, 
inv(*stigations wert* mad(*, statistie.s wi*n‘ taken and Rs. ID lakhs wtoe spi-ui 
and suddenly the scheme was dropped, and this yt*ar tin* jiro vision is zero. 

Then, Sir, there was a jiropo.sal for the Bengal T(‘.\ti]e luatitiite. 

Rs. 4,34,000 was provided for, but nothing Avas spent and this year a 
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flmaller sum lias been provided. We can find a number of such schemes 
for which provisions are made at random. Then either some money is 
spent or schemes are abandoned completely in the coming year. But the 
staggering position is with regard to education. For primary education I 
find that you had a provision which I thought was very satutary,”T()r the 
training of staff of primary schools. You spent nothing of this grant 
and you abandoned the scheme in 1947-48. What was the reason? The 
reason is nothing but communal. Officers were selected and they were sent 
abroad. Those officers have come back but they are sitting idle since October 
last. Because you have not the requisite number of Muslim offit^ers you 
have chosen to abandon the scheme which was the only way to improve the 
cause of primary education in Bcmgal. We have liere another example of 
the suicidal policy pursued by the Government. Unless you get qualified 
teachers you cannot do anyt hing, and for the purpose of ^getting (lualified 
teachers you must have training schools for teachers and you must have 
trained t(‘achers for those schools. The scheme was to have been worked 
out but because you could not get your quota of Muslim ti‘acbers the scluune 
was abandoned. 

Then, Sir, with regard to secondiin'_jid neat ion the same thing has 
bap])ened. You ])rovided Rs. 180 lalJis for expansion of non-Governmeiit 
schools. That scheme also has been abandoned. The giant for secondary 
schools was diverted to communal juirposes. 

Then, as regards collegiate eduiaiiion, it is from beginning to the end 
nothing but communal. You haVe'^prbvided 11s. 10 lakhs for the Islamia 
College and 2,000 acres of land for the ]>ur])ose of convcTting it into a resi- 
dential (‘(dlege. If you want a residential college for Ibmgal, have it for 
all communities. But if you do not want to have it for all, then have it 
for both the communities sc'parately. But you have no right to expect that 
the Government of India will give you a single farthing for supporting a 
communal r(‘sidenlial c(dlege. You havi* beard what Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad said on the present system of education. (At this stage there Avas 
loud noise from the Muslim League benches.) You provid(‘d for ten lakhs 
of rupees for further ri'search in ('alcutta University, but that amount has 
been taken aAvay. Y"ou forget that any imju'ovmnent in Bengal mu'^t be 
based on the advancement of scientific and industrial research. You rtd'used 
to tak(* advantage of tlu' .scheme which your own ex])erts approved and 
provided money in the budget last y(‘ar] You refused to pay the money 
because tlmt would be helping the Calcutta Univ(*rsity Avbirdi is not. a 
communal institution. Do you Lmnv Avhat Great Britain has done in the 
matter? They have increased grants to the Universities for this purpose. 
Both Sir John Anderson as Chancellor of Kxchecjuer of the (.V)alition 
Ministry, and Dr. Dalton have contributed to the extent of about 20 mores 
of rupees because they thought that it Great Britain was to pace Avitli 
other coujitries the only institu lions through Avhich it could be done 
efi'eclivel\ Avere the Scientific aTid Industrial Research De])artments of 
Universities and other national institutions. 

Sir, it is not possible for me to go into further details. But I would say 
one thing only — that the time has now come for us to take stotdv of the 
events that are happening in this proAince. I have not deliiaerately touched 
upon other spheres of administration, viz., General Administration, 
Police, Famine, and so on. ]tut the way in whicdi these departments are 
being administered is a blot on any ciAulised country. You deliberately 
w^nt to crush one particuljy* community. That is your policy and that was 
manifested Avhen you suddenly took out the Ordinance affecting Noakhali 
and Cliand])ur, but you have kept the Dacca Ordinance. You wanted to be 
impartial but you showed your communal mind when you kept the Dacca 
Ordinance, removing at the same time the Ordinance which was applicable 
to Noakhali and Chandpur. Sir, we do not know what is going to happen 
to this province in 1948, but this much I can say that we have now reached 
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a state of affairs which has become intolerable . Even from the point of 
view of interest of the masses you have faile<l miserably and hopelessly, and 
you have no right to remain in ihe office you occupy. Looking from the 
interests of the Hindus who have every right to live with peace and honour 
in this province, and representing as they do 4') per cent, ot the population^ 
every scheme you have brought up goes against the interests ot the Hindus, 
and in every sphere and in every branch of administration \ou liave evidenced 
allegiance to a rank communal policy which is out to crush their legitimate 
rights. We knew what tlie policy of the Muslim League was, as you 
declared on tiie Direct Action Day. But you failed in certain res})ects, and 
since August last you have been trying to monopolise the posts and offices 
and also the entire administrative system. 1 shudder to think ot the attack 
when it comes from the Muslim League next time. AVhat I would like to 
tell the Hon’ble ^[inister is that the Hindus ol Ihmgal have fought and 
fought hard tor rousing the national spirit in the w’hole of India, they can 
defend thems(‘lves against communal aggressors also. It is a tact and an 
unchallengeable fact that Avimtever powms are coming into the hands 
Indians today, it is laigidy due to the sutVerings and sacrifices ot the patriollo 
Hindus oUBengal, who suffered not as Hindus but as Indians tor tlio 
improvemelrt of the condition and tor treedoni ot tht‘ common man. 11 the 
occasion so demands, we are not going to die as slaves in thi^^ country ot 
oiii* birth. It occasion demands all Ihc nationalist forces in Hcngal will bo 
limited so that Ave can niidvc* it im})ossihle tor the jaunicious s.NsImii to 
continue. The crinstitut ion which \ou havt‘ got ami undm winch this 
Muslim liCague Ministr\ iunclions has loihdtcMl lh(‘ right to exist umh*r 
Ithe canon of any ciA'ilisial administration and the soonei’ it sti’ikes into tho 
limbs of obliAUon the better for the peoph‘ of this land. 

fAr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Sir, I rise to sui>port the budget. 
My friends on the other side in their contem])t and hatred lor the Muslims 
and in their jealousy for not gedting the Ministry, have not seem any good 
points in the budget. I admit tluue inav bo s(*nit* flaw', souk* bad thing in 
the budget, but my fiaeiids on the other side have* bemi hlinded so much JiV 
communal passion that they could not see any good ]>oint in tin* hudgei 
at all. I ex])ected that a man of Dr. Monkerjc'c s position would at least 
appreciate some of the good points in the budget, but untortunatid\ tlu'y all 
luwe forgotten to see that in spit(‘ ol such Ikuia’v deficit in the budget we 
have not put forwxird any kind of new taxation on the peoph‘ ol Bmigal. 
On that seoie the Hon hie Finance* Minister ought to hava* 1)i*(*n (“ongra- 
tulated, because the ordinary custom of lialancing the budget in an\ country 
is to (‘ome up with only fresh taxation. It Avill ajjpear irom the budgetary 
proA'isions of the [iroA'inee that the Hon Ide Finance* Minjste*r eliel neit like 
to j)ut Bengali Muslims and Hindus to any furtlo'r taxatiein. 

Sir, my tricnels em the olhe-r ^ielc liave* (damourcel llial because it is a 
defie*it budget avc shemld neit sup])oi't it. But they kne>vy very Ave*U that by a 
single stroke eif the pen, brushing aside a le*w ot tlie* items, c./y., expenst;s 
on famine, or, say, increment eif salarie*s of ottie-ers, or, sa \ , expense's A\diich 
carnet now to lie tiorne by the* (joA’ernnie'iit on ace emnt e»t rieds, aax* might have 
prcsenteel a surplus budget. But what is the use* ot that surplus buelge*t.'^ 
You are so e*ommuual that yem will never (ind any gooel fe*atur(*s in the 
budget. You ahvavs criticise the hudget and you are still ne)w de)ing it 
because of the deficit. (Dn. SvAMAritASAi) MooKKif-iKK : Then increase yemr 
deficit.) 

Sir, I would like to submit that altlumgh I Hupjiort tlie budget to some 
extent’ I cannot help saying that very little has been done for the poor 
people of Bengal and the peasants of Bengal. 

As I stand here, there is a clear and heart-rending cry in the country- 
side about food shortage and about shortage of clotli. Even this time in 
the budget we are curtailing the expenses on the Agrirultural Development 
Department and we have not given some amount or rather ade(juate amount 
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for “Grow More Food” campaign which would have helped Bengal to render 
its people self-sufficient in getting food materials. 

Apart from that, we have floated many schemes which go to help the 
urban people only, for example, the North Calcutta Electrification Scheme 
and the Kanchrapara Area Expansion Scheme. These, I think, will help 
only one side of the population of Bengal, viz., the Hindus, and it will be 
amounting to giving alms to millionaires. Had we been communal, we 
might have taken this scheme to Dacca or Noakhali or Chittagong where 
the Muslim population comes to at least liO per cent, of the whole population. 
(Dr. Syamaj’uasad Mookkiuee: Which scheme.^) The Kanchrapara Area 
Expansion Scheme. (Dr. Syamaprasad Mookkrjee: This is Government 
of India money.) It may be, but because we are not communal, we are 
allowing this scheme to be xdanned and done in Kanchrapara where 
Dr. Mookerjee and his other friends can have more easy access. 

Now, Sir, another criticism which I would like to make about this 
budget is that it has been almost an officers’ budget this time. We are send- 
ing out officers to foreign countries to understand finance and to acquire 
knowledge about finance. We are giving them increment of salaries to the 
extent of six crores and we are giving some notable increment in the 
salaries of primary teachers as well, but I fail to understand why equal 
treatment has not been meted out to the peasants of Bengal who are crying 
for food and cloth. 

To the explanation that has been given by my friend the lion 'hie Finance 
Minister about tlie financial stability of the province, I must add a word or 
two. So long as the evil effects oi the Niemeyer Award or tlie Meston 
Award remain, it is not possible, unless the Government conies in direct 
conflict with the (lent re, to adjust tlie financial position of this profince. 
We know that in IDdb the GovernnHUit of India got as much as GO crores 
on account of the jute tax and out of that only 4 crones was given to Bengal 
though we claimed the entire amount which could have been given to us. 
Nuw, tliere will he more glaring injustice to Bengal. Now the chance of 
doing injustic-e to Bengal is further aggravated by putting up a Central 
Government over us which is headed by Pandit Nehru. My friend the 
Hon’hle Financ(‘ Minister is not justified to look forward to the Central 
Government which only the other day tried to oust the League Members over 
there by tluur indirect inechinations, and to go for help to that Centre wmuld 
be too much. I should ask my honourable friend the Finance ^finister just 
to nationalise industri(‘s, just to increase the product of agriculture in this 
country, just to nationalise tlie transport of this province so that we may 
get more money without looking to the Centre because the present Central 
Government, as it is composed now, is trying to throttle the Muslim League. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment,) 

Dr, SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
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^lf4 ilt 4144^14 ilt ^iMi: 4li:^C^ f4C"l4 4*^7 'X;414 f44'l VCbli' 4t"4'dl44^1 

'4;K4$ 4C4 r4, 44TO4i:B^4 ’?1C4'4 (414 44^7 C4F4^ 04-1 i]^ 4l?:^l?l^ 4f6"5 r?:4C{' I 31^ 

44f44 Ediicalioii Fund XC4 314 ^47 ^rm 4^4i ri:4r^- 4^41:4 ^o ^ 

444414 ^^1144 «?;iT ^f4TOl4 C?1^§4 ^14^44 (4(43 441^ 4^1 TOC? C^3 4’4- 1?1X1 1 ?^44ir’741 'Q 
Ct[(4C3^ 44:4:®4 444414 5l:2C‘^4 ^47 44l^ 4^1 TOC^ -s.'s TOr4 ^14^1 I ^441(441 riv^l !.1C4?I 
W41 (7341 TOC^ ^ 44^ 03 7lFH T^R-l I (4f3*J 4l3l4l=1 > 44^ 30 7!'1S^I4 TOl I 

Islamia College ^z^ 434 F14414 (to 4^14 447 4314 5’4T -414141 4A44 S 45f (7141--4C44 
^‘41 TO I 4J54 Islamia College C4^ C4 TO Muslim University Ci 4(^43 
^1 TO 314 *4g ^1314 !T4l.>4fl 4C?1TO7 -4^(5 41*7(3^ (44f3C3 *7g3l7:s^ kkl? I 

^4>(b4 4i:ri?4 s1(;;®i? %f34 311:4^ 47*4(44^ 4r4-l’l431 3 4in:44 5^4] '41C444 

«11(41TO4 (V^ 37 (^11:^4 4lt®xt't 444 44i4 41*3*4(^31 4| 344 44i4 TO4*rC44 441 (% ? 414^ 
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3rc?rf«nj TO ^ri c^i to to ^'rtfw % cm 

5f7(NQ ,i|^ cnt ’tfinrtr't TO, tot 

^ 3TTO=^ 3ro, C5N fro ’TfTO ^ ^ 

^tc^TO ^‘in 1 ’fc^ TO 5CTO ^ Direct action 

TOTO I ^STO ^‘f ? ?t*5It^ nW'fTf^ 

..511%^ srt^iT 3iit f^; c^, ^ 's 

3r€t f^: c^fs^'c-TO*^ ^ttTO? to c^ fror^i 5r=i![ 

c^'Ttfe TO ^rsrc^ I tor fro?, Itoot 

TO?C9 (R tf^(m TO tf^t^ <11^^ ^ ?ir TOl 

^?n I 

*-;*tt:^ B\t I st^sfR Wl ^ (TFTi^ CTOR 
^c<a c^)z'-\ c^ft^ f^-tt^ L'-^ 5iTO m^g'ftf^^^R opt f%^?r 

TOl (Rllf*f^ 5Ttc^ ^11 f^TO ^ "^Rl tf^tr-fT ?Rr^— ^^5TB 

?l=ft I 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, tlie budget is 
a hardy annual, and during this time the Opposition try their utmost if 
they can remove tlie Ministry. AVe have seen in the i)ast that members on 
the other side sitting oi)]K)site have used several tactics including some 
questionable tacti(‘s, and it was due to such tactics that in the year 1945 
the then Ministry had to be remov(‘d. This time they have realised the 
futility of such tactics and tliey are taking resort* to fresli tactics. 
Dr. Syamaprasad Alookerjee has come forward with new tactics and *hat 
is misleading the House. Among other things he has said that Noakliali 
and Tippera Ordinance has not been included in the list of Ordinances con- 
taining Bill. To that I would say tliat because* power has been conferred 
on Government by the Special Powers Ordinance, Section 10(o), Noakhali 
and Tippera Ordinance has been omitted from the said Bill. By another 
Bill the same power is being conferred on Government, and it was for that 
reason that it was not included. Dr. Syamai)rasad Mookerjee then comes 
to say that money has been allotted for establishing a Muslim University. 
About that I would ask him to tell us who it was who first (‘stablished the 
Hindu University at Benares. AVas it not a fact that that was established 
even before the Aligarh University w'as established and the Act passed? 
It was they who have shown the way, and we have simply followed it, and 
for that we are now being attacked. AA"e are out for a new University of our 
own, because we know that it is necessary for the people of Bengal. Sir, I 
could say many things against what lie said, but I refrain from saying 
anything more. I touched only these two points. 

Now, Sir, as to the budget, I will make some constructive suggestions. 
The outlines have been given by the Ilon’ble Finance Minister. So I do 
not want to recapitulate them. I would only tell the Hon’ble Alinister that 
in the Blue Book in column 1, slight details of expenditure are given, in 
column 2 we have got two sub-heads — one ^^current year’^ and the other 
“coming year”, and the number of officers is given there. If there be two 
other sub-heads under each, viz., “Muslim” and “Non-Muslim” we can see 
at a glance how much^the Communal Ratio Rules are being enforced by 
Government; and if that is accepted I would say that most of the questions 
of this side of the House would come to an end, because if you go through 
the question papers from this side of the House, you will find, Sir, that 50 
per cent, of the questions relate to Communal Ratio Rules. So, I would 
request the Hon’ hie Minister to see that in future at the time of framing the 
budget he will specially see that in column 2 two other spb-heads are added, 
namely, one “Muslim” and the other “Non-Muslim”. 
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Then, Sir, I come to Extraordinary charges. Under the head “Extra- 
ordinary charges” is included the Civil Supplies Department. I will not be 
doing my duty if I do not point out to the Ministry the extravagances of the 
Civil Supplies Department. 

I submit that the Civil Supplies Department ought not to have been 
included under the general licad “bd — Extraordinary Charges in India”, 
but should have been made quite a se}>arate head. But this has not been 
done. This department entailing huge expenditure ot public money 
amoitnting to several crores forms part only as a sub-head under “Extra- 
ordinary Charges” for budgetary pur])oses. Under this sub-head we find a 
number of major items, namely, the Director-General of Food, the 
Director-General of Transport and Storage, the Director-General of Consumer 
Goods, the Director-General of Enforcement, the Directorate of Public 
Relations, etc. Under the Director-General of Food alone there are the 
Directorate of Procurement, the Directorate of Supply, the Directorate of 
District Distribution, the Directorate of Rationing, and Directorate ot 
Inspection and Control. Under the Director-General of Transportation and 
Storage there are the Directorates of Transportation and of Storage. Under 
the Director-General of Consumer Goods there are the Directorates of 
Textiles and of Consumer Goods other than textiles and so on and so forth. 
Under this sub-head of Civil Supplies we find that the budgetary rules are 
not being strictly observ^ed, and so it is rather confusing and difiicult for 
us to give any constructive suggestion. We are at a loss to niakt* out from 
the budget how the various officers are employed. So I would a]q)(‘al to the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister that he would try in future to see that the 
Civil Supplies Department is put under one major head and is not included 
as a sub-head under “Extraordinary Charges” with siuh details as is 
customary under these rules. 

Mr. JADABENDRA NATH PANilA : srtr'o^ 

C!f 's ’pf TOii gr 'srppn ; 'srppri m 

(71^ c5Tm*Pf 's f^i ^ 

(Tit ^ 

I Provincial Autonomy 'srvf'K ^.*50s-oiy 

^^511 (Tfc-N m fir's m fi^m, 

'<3 (TFN fi<^? c«fci 

Tuberculosis patient ^ fir? 

^ I ^?i7mT OT:-nr 

sc ^ (TTfirc*n longivity 00 

ik ? ’fc?/ fit^f ^ croi 

'8 fip ? physique, 5i\5 ^mrin t^fi $ 

fir ? fif^ fei (rm 1 

^‘iti national income standard of living 

^ ^ I *nfirj7'8 < 11 ^^ 

’artc^i I 

Gvil Supply Department (Tft Department (TiPrc*?^ 51 ^ fir* 

^1 Civil Supply Department criminally Non supply 
Department ^ ^^fir^ts ?nn:^i Control supply w, (nt 

f?rfiT?t ntvd »rfira fiif^Tcv nsnsre? equitably distributed 

^KTl ^1; ^ ^ C*f^T firfirv^ to »flt 

supply <il?l ^ ^'1 ^ fto ^ (TTt^CR 51175 ^ 55 ^'8 

CfH ^ 5T5^ ^ I 
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Wt TO TOR, wrtft 3^5' 

profit and loss account submit to^ i Soviet Republic til's turn-over tiii 

«rt?[ ^ general budget «ii^ R to TO 

5?I I C^ef Sn til^ Q ^1 

^'<1 tH ^1^511 c*rri^ cTOn:*^? 'srrf^^ 'SR^t? c^m 

2r?rf^ i 

<ii«R ^vn— iif^c^s a ^Ib^b Jecn^ bi to r i tfi 

TOi 'SR % I 'ii^ BT? CTO (?rr^^ ? f^m, b' 
C?*f“t?I (TITO IB^I ^1? ^ I C?Cl?r C^SI? 

'■fC^t^B ^tom, B^^ CT^T TOC® ? 

til^H RTfil ^«n, 'SIBT^ '!(fTOn:^ ^«n, TOI Burdwan 

Division is the most neglected part of Bengal — f%5T^ WTO 
TO I 

To Technical School %, TOfB 'sTO 

3R1 ^zvz^ I W5I f% Technical School tob tii^^ ?rt^trB 

^ TORI 8 er^ 5T1 TO TORI 80 TO TOSfTO ^’b BtTO 

^fB^t' ’im % R (R (TITO ^cB '2?’Rri?[B to^ i 

TO CTO? tii?fTB TO*fm wi ^TO? derelict tanks tii? to 
^TOI? ?’Bi refugee problem < 4 ? WTO WB fTO, C^t^l derelict tank 
til? '^v^ C?tTO TO TOR f^^l FSlfB ?^TO (^! 58 \J>- 8 ‘ 7 ) ?trWC^ C?Wl<R '3 

3n^ CTOt? ?t5T TO ?TRtTTO TOT ^1 <(?1 ^Ito, "SffB ?R1 

?r?rc^ I ?^?R CTOt? Satkahonia irrigation scheme tii crj ^ni%i m 

?R1 ?? I Damodar Valley Project ^\ZMi ‘^1%'tB TO, ?«TO, '3 5t'3^i 

CTORtfB^B ^fB ?t<R TO I ?t^5n ^ fw CTO (TfTOTO ^1, 

TO tilBf^TR C?i>l ’ff?'1B TO C?B I 

TOTTO ?HBt ^?t?Bt? C*fC? TOfI til?N c?^ ^?Rbi 'mwz'^ ?jm? f%| 

tR't mm TOt^ ?5 ’TO W 'Q C^'R?tf^B TO ?Rff J 

"TRTO TO TO ?f«RtB C? ?R? (TT tw? TO5 TOt? ^ (R^R TO? Rt I ’Pf?- 
?? ?^gRt?TO TO CTO%^:— 

“fw? 'srt'SfB ^ 
brb b? ^ r’ — 

(71^ (RtTO? R? TO ’tc^l TOtUR (TR ^1W? '«?BR TO 

I til ’i^a ?r?5n f?? ^c? ! c?*r brcb? >to 5t:? frorc?? f?f?S to 
TO?, R 'Q ^B? c«n:^ i^TO Ulster tii ’rf??B mz ^ ! ^ ’ito ?Ts 5T1 (TOI? majoi 
community Cf ItoRBIR '^RTO? 4'?lB ^®RC?R I BT?t^*R fsBi 'Q 4Tc*(7? 

BRCB ?t^^l f4 ’JR IR? ?RC? Bt? WTO ?551 f?«? TO^ I BT? «rtf? til ^?1 "?S 

Btc?t c? ?T*^i 'sf*? Bt?Bt? (Independent Republic 

of the Union of India) TO ^l^f?TO*t? TOR tfTO ’TO 4=^^ c? t[TO 
’ITR 5C?, f?lWC4 C? TO '8k C^‘R?tf^JB TO ^TO I 

B??TIR? C? TOTO? ^B?1^ f«R— (7R ^R?l WT1C?? -?? C?C^ f^B ’ttf? 

Wr. FAZLUL KARIM: TO^ CB^f ’it^, fWfB ’TO?T:tR c4?R"t 

tHOT? tfTO ^1 TO ^1 I ^TORR? ^N?!^ BRl f|5T cTOtft? 

BRl, W?Rrn?t?l ^Ib till?? TOi BR?? BtBtf^Btt?^ ’t^ ?iapRTO 
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|p5f?, <r5t!Tf%5^ crm «ti'8 ?! 

k f^i I f^i 5^^ ’ttn ^1 1 <rir^% 

f%| f%f Kf I w 

f-f^i *6 R^i <t^nr 

JTtT c^'t c^t^^TTf'^ ^tt^ I ^5i5T3ft^T ^Jirr^ opto 

S’tni ^ I c5f^ ^1 ^Tfii ^ I ’T’f^c^ ^tf^srf® 'g 

TO"^ 'Sffff ^^TO 3T5-T iJN 1 ?R5 jpM'-f I 

^‘TOt TOt^T '2r^5^, 51^ ^«?fi I fV^ ?R"<Fr<t ^Ttsmi ^mi 

5(pTtf^^^ ^'sri 5c^ ?^5i? I 'iff<«rf^^ TOn:^r< 

TOnn !?t®i n^r ^1 1 femi TOmt'sfk's f% ^ir^riJiPr ^tt ? 

?f^5, ^irsmr< f^ ’Pf’i JTt^t^T 

??5 1 TOfJTH tf’Ttf^^ ^] TO^T ^t?r^ TOT^l <1tn ^1 I 

5f^TO^ ^tf^ >i]fk^ '5rt^>t I 

G5‘^'I5 ’’f'^TO ^3itc^T, >.TO7 f^i fer^i old scheme senior «R7 

old scheme junior TOPiB TOtr^^ ^itt i '3imi 

TffT^ I tf^ csfeit^r wt la^S ^tui senior artst^i old scheme junior 

^TsW'Qf^ c^src^R ^U5 5'5i f%'5 Jf^TO junior TOW^f%5 *ft?|!«f 
’5r%R I f^f^J tax TO TO TO ’iT^flTO TOl ^1 RSI 

I TOtrr^ >acw^ tff% tfN'^ i 

C!5r^»f^ ^rsPr^i i 1%^ <fi ’t^rs ^ 

tTTc^ni cwrsTc*R ^rtf^tro ^fTO.t'G% tff% 

Wi» (Tf'Q^n ^5| i TOtc’^ir 's^^rsrfl^ ^at «fip®t 3it®t»n-f^i 

'3^t%=T R5n:5 1 ^5t^ w 5RTOt ?f^ i ^vi'tTO^ »fj|5'f «f)^ jt^st ^istTO 

TOr ’tt'Q^i ^1 1 '-3 f%^ ?n:?n:^ i brI^ arfestr^ 

^ ^*f^i (TR -a fw^r (?i^ liii\ a’?^ TOR ^srot^i cn a f^i5 31^5 TO®m 
’R’n^'R 3(TOU5^ tff^ ’H' 5RTR1 TOR, a^; aiCOF ’RRl' TO ^tTOl 

^-mm TO's c^RH f-r*Fi 's 5^5R brt 3r?Pi^ 

51*^1% ^§^%SR, cr\ tm ^TO TO f^ 

t[TO: ’R^R (?T k^c*t^ Ft^i, a^^ trr toi^t TOj new 

scheme ^rtTOR ^Tc^l TOi C=^RI<=1 ^JR’T ftTO (R-t> (TlTO^i 

ff'^R tRm't ^<<rF ^^R ^ ’iRRi^ TO*RrF 1 ^rR -^^tor crof’i^ 

TOR ^t3 old scheme ^ftTOU^ (A^ c*?^ 1 

^^5T C!f<R ^Uz^ ^.R> C?tto^ ^R’?! ^'m, 'e^ TORR I 

firni ^1 a'^t^ tiT-TT^^—TO^l ^R C«rR *fttt I 

tRt#t f^C^ ^Rl TORI ’ft't TO'Rl^ TO-af^^r<^ CFG^R (Rf^t|»R ^C^T TO^, 
(R TUVh TORf^gR ?C?n:^,TO 'i)1 ^ TO ^TOft C*f'S?fl ?^rb5, 

^tr«R ^ TOl TO*rt, 'ftfl ’^^R ^TlTOifwIr-Tt (tTRo! TOJ^'R 
^ ^tCsRl 

tfttrol ’S^STO 1^%r5 1^1 ^TORJR 2rTO,TO ^vn, '- 1 ^ TOm^t 

^TRI fkVBf'Q RRt^t TO (RC^fn, CflTOR ^ ^ 

«riT a wj TO TOfRi TO dRrot TOR Trft i *rf^ ’rto a toti tosr^t to^ 

TOTO7 tOT TOnn ^ TO l TO3 ^tor totr 

a^to ^1 
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*rfVi*r cm\ ^ ^vs ^ ^ tprtfe 5 ^, 

tfi <ftst 3r<n f^i ^tr-sta 5t?^ (TOi 5<r 1 ?w<pi, 

’ttf^ ITS ^ fei I >R ^ ’sftOT C5ri5^n ^ ^ 

TO, TO iJjOlr TO tft?I ^ 515 ?m51, 5T5^a 'Q ^?ta *i(pmf TO5f 5Rn 
TO (TfCl5 5PT, ’tt^, 5C5 CTO f% TO<=t 5f5tTO 

TOT c^TtT m] m I TS5m ’rt5*r^'^T to (T!z:to^ c5 TO5 

cTOi 55 5<35n:^ C55i %5rf, ^55 5c^ ^^15 f^5 5W ^r^sri TOf5 cr 55 

TOl t5f%OT 5mi TOCf5 45^ 555 TO C5'35t5 5RT CTOT^ TOTO5 f^ ^<^555 

5tCT I c5t5t5T^ ^55TT5 District Magistrate f5: 5tf5 ^ TO Irrigationvii fro 
5t5l^ 555 TO C5'35r5 ^5tfl5 TOfTO5 1 Ti:5T5t5 t1a5t5t5^5 to 5TO5 tTOT^^TSl 
f^55 TrTO5 1 to TfT 557^ 515 555 T5l 55f5, TO 5571 ^to 57555 f%5t 57575 
t|TOT 5«,55^ ’5CTT TO ^7=575, 57575^1% 5<^TO5 ^ 55 to 575«, 57l5 ^1 57CT 515 5^C5 
5C^ RTO I 55Tt5 ^55S TO ^75C^ 575C55 C5 ^ ^i:5 55'7l^1 'i}T-'®€t57Nl ^57f5'3 57W7C5 
TOr7^5tC^551, T5^ ^57^ C5 TTO5 TO I 5737 ^57t 55— 57tol, 5755a, Tf555a 

tr^t% TOTTspfT^ 5C^to ^^1751 455 T5Pi:55 ^tol f5C^ CT5, 575 5« 5ni 57'3575 T557r5 T7557^ 
57^ 5C5 4 57C55 55 5^"7r5Tl W 57CT 45^ 57t55 T5^ 57CT— Ttr^ 55575 55 555 

5^fTf^<«. 575 57^ 57^ Tto^sC^ I 5^' 5751 CTOT^ tf^^T 5TO^ TOl TO 57 i:t C5 45715 
55 5^5 'C5^^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. FAZLUL KARIM: tottt m f5to 555 to i 55 !ff^:i|»f% 

T^575t T757C55 ^55 555 5TO fTT 55 f^5 5C5 57CI^, 555^ 5^ 5tor51 5^ 5C^ R5 ^57551 
TO 575 555 5C5 TOl to 57:5 57fT I 5fs55^ f^"7R55 555 to 57CT5 

to TO TO C5575 TO5 51 51 55T75 51:5 TO5 51 1 55575 575ft5 !f575-5l7 C 575 575^1 

toc^, ft 575t C5»75r^ TO 5557C5 577:575 ^RT T7Tf% f55f% 5^^ TOf5, f%f5'3 ft 575^ 

to5 4C5C^ fri T75f fTf^ ^ 1 TO ^5575755 5toTO TO57 t55^ TO I 

5rc5T 5TO 5^5^1555 577TO TT^l CT5751 wto TC5 T75r^5 T75 to^55 555 to ’I57<lf5 
TO75 TOTO I (5557^ 455 ^?7CT ^7T 515 1 57751 55T75 57fT ^75 W57 fTf 155F1 

5575r'9 TO%55 to 5^ 577:wrT> ^7551 ^1 51 C5C5 15^5*^ 5lt 57TOJ55 to^ TO5^75 TO TOCTs 
TO575 C5 TO7f%?n 57:55 ^TTl 557:^5 57:^ 455^3 TlC^ 457 85 575 TO TO7I T51 TO I 
fri T7T 55T^ TTt:^ ^7^ C5'351 ^5f5 4to 555 R5 57715^, T7f5 to75*t5 587 557^ tofe 

TO:575 TO7to C55 ^ 575 Tto 555 TH CTOT^CT f5TO5 T75:55 ^TO T7ra5 I 5f5 

575 55:55 fT| ^f5 5^ TO 5:5 575 555 T51 51 ^5 TO:5 ^ 4TO TOTO55 to I 5^5^^ 
575 551 ?nrf5 575555'3 CTO TO5 57=^7 T5r5 57i:5f5, TO 555 TO7i:55 <[^^75T5l^; 575f \©57^ ?:5 
575 575 555'8 wf5 57^7 TO 5'*7fTO 5777 5515 TO |f5 5f75 C*m7^5 I ^OI5ft 4T5 5fto 55^575 
57TO TO75 4TO5 T55 5^ Tto C5'351 57f ^5 55 I C555757 455 toT5 Cl5 57575 

C5 to CTO I TOl TO 557 T5i:^ 57fw 55, 455 TOl 5f85TO to^ tTto«; 57051^ I T7f5 
TO7 TO 55TO 555 575 555 TTCTT 5:57to5 TOfTO I 

Mr. 8URESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA : 575% Deputy Speaker 5:5755, 
TO7R5 '55'5to C5 57^57^ Tc<t^5 — TO 557C51&51 T5575 «f5T ^55 <tT C5l7F '5757:55 tfT^ 

4T ^ TOT^ TO 5:TO TO 5lf^5TOC5 5TO ^fif T5'5toT TO ^5 !f5n TO I TO 
TO5 f%t5 ^*75 C575r55 T7575 toT75 <lto775 TO 4^ TTITO TO f5C5CS?5 CTO5 C551 TO575 TO — 
'5C5"5 TO751 575f575 % CT75 TO5 57t I to tf5t51 TO75 51 57^^f5 57575 T7175 T7W 5TO^ 
4^ TO 5:5 TO 51 I Tlfif 5:5 TO, to57 5751775 TO 'Q (TO75 CTO TO575 TO to 55"- 
5toTO:^l Wf* TO51 5751 % to ^ TO-“^TW5 to W 5:5 5:5 5TO5 51 1 
57551 it5CTt575^5 C5&1 C5to 0rS51 ^ 51:5 51R TO— C55 to 4^ Mf5 feTO 
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♦ffOT I CTO I TO^i Rt*n 'sfRtr'f^ Rfi^n- 

ri I TOfc*nr TO ^infCTf^ fer cifc^R ^’r^r TOTO'S 

n ^ ^ I CTO C?C"R CTO ^C’TTl^^, RfTO'S CS^^^ C^TCTO CTO ^TOS I 

rt^ C7[^ ^nft, to^'q c^^rfif f^-i^ ^tort w cto to •iic’rfl i 

Jiff: f%f^ (R TO TO 7 ir<rT c?^* 4 ni'Q apf C 5 tr'«j \ 5 i totc'r c^'s^n <i]TO 

I f%f^ TOTC^ *W TO TO ^ I TOR*R TO TOW^ *c*r^?n TOtt I 

■ ^vfi ifc^ RCTO TO TOf| I ?:c^ R??! >il^tCT^ TOTl C*f^R ‘•fl RiR TOc*r< 

TO C^«TO1 f%fTO'53% Rf| TOC^^I ^TO^'Q TO<1 TOC^R (TT^tlR 

mf^ TOR I 

f%R C^I TOCTO TO TTC^n TO ^sri Rtc^ I TOTO ttcbt ’TCST Rj 

vn frof I'f'TOr €h tot^ ^ i -^TO ^^mnc^R Rf^r< «riTj cf\ 

^ TOTO^ TOTOTTO^l ^ T<l'^ ’[TOoR,^ ^I f%^ (7T tor C>T 

TO^, TO© TOtc*R ^<11% I TO^i crofl^TO (Trci< 3[5[crjif;i iff:^5,- (tj^t --iTTO 

CTO TORT C’fnr TOtTO? Pft^ TO— Rc-R to RTW To! TOTO ?1 RI’TO 

RRf^ to R '5 to TO tSRn 5 RfTO ^1 ^ TOc^R ^ Rsn 

TO TO ^tror ^^^rsfTTOR c^TO i ' 5 TO R* 3 .fc 5 '«^ 

TO’lR TORt TO/ T<C^T7(| (Tft«f;^ tsf-stR^ «Rm<fR‘l ^iKl^C^l TOC^l 

f^rro '^ic-T TOi TO .'srtr^-'-TO'R "to?! R to? f%R tiR to Tnc^^t 

cn ^\ Rr^r TO® TOsprf'Tc^ (R ^7,7?fTO ^toi ta 

C^T^Rfi^l to 'T^TO ^tTOR TiOTtRl^l TOC^ -TOT^ f^1 ^1 

TOTO ^ I toR tPftIR TO”T^ ’f^TO I ^Tl CTO toT-T-rs: R^1 T<R I 

cTT^i TOT cTO (?fto c^ I 5Ttrw^ 'srrcmFn to to 

TO^TtCTO RTO (R'QTn I (TRtc^ (RTO servant c^^Ji 'srtt’i- ^R c^l^i e/1^j^;jR 
Rs. 20/-or less, Rs. 17/- or less, TO CTO TOlTO Rs. 16/- or less, (R-R g^tTC^ 
TTTt^i minimum ^ff3 ^tt i ^rti to ®n:«p, '©ito nfcs ^rr-n tort 

'TO7^ TO ?Rs ^WR TOl TR c^rc^^ m^TO (RTO Rs. 16/- or less, TOTC’R 

I 7R CTOTR ^IR 'set I 

TO^ TOR?C 5 R ^r^<R J &0 51 ’? ^R^l TO-R fTI— TO (R^lC-l VCd^ «r? 

^1 1 c?c^ ^ ^’^r— ^(^'Ttirt to CTO rte^ to ’TO, 

C«n:*R CTOR f? toTO TO? TORTO'T T©^ .‘50 cT? TOl T'fC^ ?{? flR5 TO 
5 r? 1^11 TO? ^1 TO TOrft T<ii:^ ^itot? 

TOT© m TO^i to 7 i 5 :fR TO*^ ^c© c? ’tf^? 54 Ri toc^--^r 

^ 3 Trc*R TOR I TO^l <Rt 7 R TO ^3 TOe^ TOR STT^®^ 

^ I ^R ’ITO ^ C©^TO TOT? TO m^l VVC^I ST? ^vfi ^af 

CTOCf^TI TO '^ftTO «rtT1 TOtC^ to ?f»r ^ (R-5? r?!^ ?TTI— TOTO to 

c?^ «^:R^ ^n ^ I 

flr$ TO TOto^ C-Tt^R TO’?! UR ’I'TTTO^ CURr tol 

TO C 51 COT 5 n— TOi c^m to c-sr i toi to? c*r? 5 i to ?RtcT 5 ? 3 cron i 

toR 1TOR3 ^Te^, ?T^tor? ?f? mto to ’ttc?, ^’e^T c??! to cbRf toi 
???? TOR COT to toi I (71^ ???! \5T: TrRftprt? ^'c?^ TOt? ?t^©nR toto i 
c^*effi C5TRF ^ TOC5 '3 trto ?«n to ?5ff| i 

f^l^l TOT^TI ^ C^fr? ?tur 4? C^lH? IjI?*! ?t®R SfCTTt^ I ^tofl ?*?T1 ?! 

TO '»F[’m:^ 4? c?Tf5 ^1 ?Tto tv TOc^ ? <itor^ c? to toto toR ^ to? ?t^ i 

?TO? ^toR tnTOR TO^ I C«TTO© CTOtot? ?^tor©R ?TO fV TOto 1 ’fRR 
tn®!^ I tv^ tol^ '=lRtl»R ?R? TO ig^n;!© TO I TO’c^t ^ ift?n ST^I^ XilH TO ?I I 
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(7WR W'Q ^ I ^ cjm ^ 

^ I 'arti^tF^ m =n~^RTOT csc^ ^^csr ^ ^ ^ 

cmz^ fk ^ ^ ? wi fro csm^ 1% 

’tR^TR ^ I ^^11 Cof^ fTOT ■*1f^RI^ lS?fff*f 5" 

<tsr»M ^Rrm C5r^ ta toi ^im-f 'q ^ ? \5i^ ^tmt? 

^m' TO TOi?^ ^slt ^^51 I 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to make so 
observations on the budget of 1947-48, particularly on the following poini 
(i) General Administration and Police, (ii) Education, and (in) Industrie 

(i) General Administration and Police. — From local experience it appej 
that D. I. B. Branch of the Police Service has miserably failed in detecti 
political crimes in consequence of which General Administration becai 
difhcult in keeping peace in the country. The inactivity of the Spec 
Branch, D. 1. B., has caused great tension among the Muslims and Hind 
dragging, the people towards communal riot. It is not out of place to menti 
liere some instances in which Hindu youths gave provocations ; in spite of 
the Muslims of Chittagong through the influence of the District Magistn 
kept quiet and no disturbances took place. 

Out of several occurrences I mention a few cases only. On 27 
September, 1946, a lecturer, Chittagong College, while returning home 
about 8 p.m. from the college annual function, was stabbed in a. lane. ] 
died in the hospital at night. It was a love affair with a girl of the colle 
aAd the lecturer used to live in the same house as private tutor of the gi 
She is aged over 16 years. It appeared that the lecturer was murdered 
a hired goonda who reported to the police on the following morning at abc 
noon that he was also stabbed on the same niglit and near the same place 
occurrence. He got one stabbing wound on his back, but he did not infoi 
the police on the same night of occurrence. The Additional Superintendt 
of Police supervised the enquiry at night, but did not (‘.are to direct 1 
search of the house of the lecturer and the girl and allowed to pass two da; 
The key which was handed over to the Principal of the college at the tii 
of recording dying declaration did not suit the lock when the police want 
to open it later on. The lock was changed in the meantime. Nothi 
incriminating was found in the house and the girl left for her home in t 
village. I had a talk with the Additional Superintendent of Police w 
wanted to thrust all the blame upon the Muslim and to give it a commui 
colour. Thus the case has been spoiled. 

On 5th November, 1946, a person of Noapara, police-station llaojs 
was caught red-handed with some live bombs while going near by Chati 
wari Bari and was handed over to police by a Muslim. 

On 8th November, 1946, at about 8 p.m. at night, one Hindu in the ga 
of a Muslim wearing Jvngi said to be a detenu was caught red-handed wh 
carrying two tin boxes on the heads of two coolies to the house of a I 
contractor in Ferringhee Bazar. When challenged by a few Muslims w 
happened to be near the house of the contractor, he ran to the neighbour! 
house leaving the coolies on the spot. The accused when running away y 
caught by a Muslim and handed over to the police who opened the *bo 3 
with the keys found with the accused and found several kinds of acid, 
the meantime one bomb was thrown outside from the first floor of the Bos* 
building by the back door, and it was found out on search. After the occ\ 
rence I went there and found two boxes and the accused with two cooli* 

On 17th November, 1946, on the false information of a student the hor 
of a Professor of the Islamip Intermediate College was searched by poli 
on the plea that a Hindu girl of Noakhali was abducted and kept by t 



1947 .] 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF BUDGET. 


423 


Professor. On thorough enquiry by police who engaged three Hindu women 
to examine the inmates of the nouse it was found that the information waa 
maliciously false and the prosecution of the informer demanded. Thus the 
feelings of Muslims were seriously wounded. This is more than provocation. ^ 

We have doubts about the activities of released political prisoners since 
fcwo detenus were caught red-handed with acid boxes on 8th November, 1946. 

On 18th November, 1946, there was a bomb explosion in Purbaguzara, 
Raojan police-station, at night and one person was seriously injured. 
Previously several bomb explosions took place there, but not a single case 
was detected by the D. 1. B. 

On 28th September, 1946, the Nuzampur Muslim H. E. School at Merzor- 
bazar, police-station Mirsarai, was burnt by incendiary fire due to quarrel 
with the communists. Agitation and retaliation were stopped with great 
difficulty. 

The present District Magistrate is to be congratulated for his able 
administration and handling of the situation very tactfully and for keeping 
peace in the district and averting communal troubles. He has thereby 
earned the everlasting gratitude of the public. 

From the budget it appears that a sum of Bs. 54 lakhs has been provided 
for against the emoluments of the teachers of the primary schools, but I 
should mention here that there are over 6,000 trained Matriculates, 27,000 
other trained teachers and 62,000 untrained teachers bringing the total to 
95,000. Adding the leave reservists the total would be, say, one lakh. 

So, Sir, out of this provision a teacher may get lls. 57 a year, that is to say, 
only lls. 5 a month. But this 54 lakhs includes introduction of free and 
compulsory primary education in six selected districts of Bengal. So the 
share to the lot of the poorly paid teac.hers will be insignificant. If these 
teachers are to be treated like this how <*an we expect to build up the nation? 

It is to be borne in mind that these teachers are the moulders of the nation. 

Government could find money for other nation-building departments and 
for the national park for which Rs. 25,000 has been provided, but may I ask, 
do the Government consider primary education otherwise? They should bear 
in mind that teachers of the primary schools are the backbone of the country. 
The reorganisation of primary education is long overdue. These teacihers 
must be given living wages. I would recommend that Government should 
provide a sum of Rs. 1,80,00,000 for their increased pay within one year. 

Sir, it is well known that Muslim females are very backward in higher 
education. In the past Government did not spend more than four to five 
per cent, of the total amount spent on education for Muslim female educa- 
tion. This is a very sorry state of affairs and needs immediate mending. 
Public revenues are to be spent in relation to the numerical strength of the 
different communities constituting the population. I would, therefore, 
suggest that annually a sum of Rs. 10 lakhs should be set apart for expansion 
of secondary education among Muslim girls. 

Government should set up a machinery to work out the scheme. My 
humble suggestion is that the post of an Inspectress of Schools should be 
created with two Assistant Inspectresses, one for the Eastern and one for 
the Western Circles, and the entire fund for the education of Muslim girls — 
middle and high schools, high and junior madrassas — should be placed with 
her and the supervision and administration of these schools ana madrassas 
should be vested in her. We want our quota according to population basis. 
Unless we are separated, Muslim girls* education will remain for ever in 

oblivion (At this stage the member having reached the time-limit 

resumed bis seat.) 

Mr« AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Permit me, Sir, to congratulate the 
Ministry as a whole and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in particular for 
the Budget for 1947-48 that has been presented to us in this House. I 
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congratulate the Finance Minister not because he has given us everything 
that we want — the millenium — ^but because he has promised to give us many 
more things in the near future. The budget has no doubt its defects, Sir, 
but it has the prospect of ushering in a good day for Bengal. That will be 
the red-letter for Bengal. 

Sir, I cannot criticize the budget like Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee who 
has never uttered a good word for a project that has been planned by his 
opponents. He is not accustomed to do so. He has got by heart three words 
in his life, namely, “communal”, “racial” and “sectional”. He is in the 
habit of using these words when attacking his opponents. So we have not 
been impressed by what he says. He refers to things that happened during 
the section 93 regime. He refers to the omissions and commissions of the 
Syama-Huq Ministry. He has referred to something that took place after 
the fall of Nazimuddin Ministry which was brought about by his manoeuvres. 
However, Sir, I must give the devil his due. He is a progeny 
of the Royal Bengal Tiger, for that he thinks he is the cub and he has been 
posing as such terrorising others. And he is an apology of a Doctor but 
nothing else of a Royal Bengal Tiger. He has not concealed his pleasure 
at the terrorisation of the Muslims of Bihar. He also likes to terrorise this 
Ministry for that the Muslim members and the Muslim League and also 
those members of the Scheduled Castes and others who are supporting this 
Ministry. Sir, Muslims know the reply and that is to be found in the 

holy Koran. It is HJf (Jiiu - It means 

that “we do not take death to be death if it is for a right cause”. That 
is my reply to him when he has given us a threat of the repetition of the 
massacres of the innocent that took place in Bihar. 

We are not going to take retaliation but we know how to do justice. If 
justice demands, we can go to any length. We shall take to justice when- 
ever the occasion arises, but we shall always keep the balance steady because 
the Koran enjoins us to keep the balance even. We shall take every measure 
and we shall never be unjust to anybody. We assure the Hindu people 
including the Scheduled Castes that we are just and we shall be just to every- 
body. We shall do everything to relieve pain and give solace. We shall 
never cry for revenge but we shall also see that every man is brought to 
justice and we shall never be wanting in that. Our Ministry stands for it 
and we as members shall uphold the dignity of the Ministry in upholding the 
dignity of their office. 

Here we have heard what Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has said, but I 
shall never give him quarter. I shall never care what he said because he has 
not said just words, and because he is very insincere. He gave threats and 
trumpeted. For that he is a trumpet, hollow within ! A poor teacher 
was in difficulty with a silly boy. The boy will not utter one word. The 
teacher himself started spelling it. He made the boy read f?, 

m but when he asked the boy to pronounce the word the boy 

sillily uttered However much the teacher insisted on saying but 

the boy would not utter the word but would say 

Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee in his life only knows communalism, racialism, 
sectionalism and all that. I am not going to entertain him. 

Sir, then my points are these. I am not also in full sympathy with all 
the failings of the present Ministry. Failings are there. When I enter the 
Writers’ Buildings,^! see evidence of absence of co-operation and co- 
ordination among the officers of the Writers’ Buildings. We justly or 
unjustly framed the Communal Ratio Rules, but these rules are there. We 
feel that the rules are just but these are not enforced. We shall call this 
Ministry unjust because justice has not been done. The Communal Ratio 
Rules has created a sense of jealousy among our own men in all the depart- 
ments of the administration because the officers won’t work in the correct 



1947 .] 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF BUDGET, 


425 


line. That is the difficulty I have come across. If anybody works, he 
l^ants to work in his own way — just to give to people of his own race, creed 
and colour. This if the Ministry prevents, there is something of a turmoil 
and the ultimate result is that he won’t work and if he works, he works 
in the opposite direction and there is trouble. In this way he creates trouble. 

There is red-tapism. Although the red tape is gone because all the tapes 
are white today, but red-tapism is still continuing. The rules are such that 
any officer who is the head of a department can do mischief, continue to do 
mischief, insist, persist and never cease to do mischief until you take such 
action which leads to his dismissal, but dismissal under the rules is very, 
very difficult. 

These are the difficulties under which the Ministry is working. 

What have they done, asks Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. This year 
they are going to establish three Medical Colleges. I will be cursing him 
if he says that the establishment of a Medical College in Dacca, the estab- 
lishment of a college in the site of the Campbell Medical School and then the 
establishment of another Medical College in Ballyganj is communalism. 
When Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee says this is communalism, we must 
accept his diagnosis because he is a Doctor! 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. ABDUL MOMIN: Mr. Depul y S]>eaker, Sir, 1 was taken by 
surprise by the speech of a gentleman but the next moment I realised that 
this befits the taste of the gentleman because he hap])enN to be the President 
of the Hindu Mahasava. The next point which he seriously attacked is tlie 
Muslim League Ministry and he tried to find fault with the Ministry. 1 tell 
him in the Bengali proverb TiTli 

I take my stand on the floor of the House to sijpj)ort the Government 
budget whatever it is and 1 shall vote for it, but. Sir, 1 shall speak something 
over the budget that strikes me most. It is a fact that certain unforseen 
circumstances forced the Government to incur huge expenses which at tl»e 
same time put a stop to the movement of trade and that Ims seriously hit 
the financial condition of Bengal. The present budget of the year 1947-48 
is a deficit budget of about 18 crores of rupees. I appreciate the wdstful 
cry of the Finance Minister to make up the deficit from the Centre. This 
brings to my mind an old poetry of my boyhood: “Standing at the foot 
boys, gazing at the sky, how can you get up boys if you never try”. Really 
it is an attempt, an honest attempt and a faithful attemi)t to the old saying, 
“try, try and try again”. 

Bengal budget is a deficit budget and that deficit budget is a deficit 
budget for a long time. Now in its helpless condition the orphan Govern- 
ment is making a frantic effort and its condition is just like an orphan woman 
who does not like to be divorced though she has to be divorced ultimately. 
(Laughter.) 

Thanks must go to the pocket of the creator of the budget as it is all with 
rhetoric, physical demonstration is highly alluring and it is so nicely arrang- 
ed that it covets a man to read and say, “How marvellous”. But when a man 
with the eye of a critic dives deep into the fact, the budget, he will comment, 
is absolutely nothing. It is just like a cinema show where the opening 
scene moves with many an alluring object and it gives a fine finishing 
touch. But the end leaves a clear pvrdah of cloth which speaks categori- 
cally to all its audience, it is a show, it is a play, absolutely futile and false. 
Such is the fate of Bengal budget. Government have suggested to spend 
14 crores and 84 lakhs for various development schemes and that indeed is a 
nice show. Though it becomes a very poor amount when it is splitted up 
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into different heads, yet I congratulate the Government at least for its pious 
wish, knowing full well the ill distribution of time and place. Government 
has allotted 4 lakhs for establishing an Agricultural Farm at Chuadanga. 
For shifting of Islamia College and purchasing 2,000 acres of land Govern- 
ment has sanctioned about 10 lakhs of rupees and Government has made 
various other allotments for Islamic education. 

These grant exhibitions in the budget help the Government at least to 
earn the name which it badly needed, the budget for Muslims. All 
Nationalist papers made a big show. It is a budget for Muslims. But its 
manifold object is transparent. It is an attempt to regain the old prestige ; 
it is an eyewash of the Government for Noakhali and Tippera police zulmriy 
a tactful attempt to pacify and curb the student community. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Adiaumment. 

The House was then adjourned at 8 p.m. till 4-30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 26th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 
2Gth February, 1947, at 4-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tak.\zzat, Ali) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 208 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wluch oral answers were given) 


Police firing at Narayanganj. 


•102s Mrs «ls Gs GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state — 


(a) if he is aware of police firing which took place on 8th August at 

Narayanganj ; 

(b) who ordered the firing and how many rounds were fired ; 

(c) how many persons were injured as a result of the firing and in what 

part of the body the injuries occurred ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that one Phanindra Paul, son of Mohim Ch. Paul, 

a second year student, died as a result of the firing and another 
Manindra Roy has been seriously injured and also if Gopa) 
Ghosh, a student of class VIII, has also b(5en injured; 

(e) what led to the firing and particularly what were the measures taken 

before resorting to firing; and 

(/) what is the official version and what is the version of the injured 
party ? 


Mr, K. HA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawanly): 

(a) Yes. 

(b) No order for firing was given. Eight rounds were fired by 2 Havil- 
dars and 3 armed constables in self-defence. 


5 


(c) Two persons. One died on account of haemorrhage and the other 
received slight injury on the right forearm. 

(d) Yes. No. Manindra Roy received injuries on the nose from brick- 
bat. Yes. Gopal Ghosh received slight injury. 

(e) The mob showered brickbats causing injury to the Subdivisiona) 
Police Officer, two police officers and a constable. Due warning was given 
before the firing was resorted to. 

(/) The official version is that the police opened fire on the unruly mob 
in self-defence. The version of the injured party is not known. 


Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state if the Subdivisional Police Officer, Circle 
Inspectors and Officer-in-charge, Narayanganj, were present at the spot of 
firing ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: The Subdivisional Police Officer was present. 
The Subdivisional Officer came afterwards; and the Officer-in-charge was 
present. 
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Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJEE: Will the Hon hlej 
Minister be pleased to state if any other measure was taken to disperse the. 
mob before resorting to firing? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Due warning was given. When the crowd 
attacked and started brickhatting they did not get time and had to open 
fire in self-defence. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he held any enquiry as to the justifiability of firing? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Yes, Sir, by the Additional District Magistrate 
of Dacca. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who gave the due warning which is alleged to have been 
given before firing? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: The Head Constable of the police party on duty. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be' 
pleased to state, how long before firing took place did the Head Constable 
give the warning? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: T want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in what terms the warninng was given to the people who 
had assembled there? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: In the usual term that they must disperse, 
otherwise firing will be resorted to. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state that after the warning had been given, who gave orders 
for firing? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; The Head Constable on duty. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to refresh his memory and look at this answer (6), viz., “No order 
for firing was given,” and say which part of his statement is true and which 
is otherwise? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I will explain the position. Sir. No order for 
firing was given by any superior officer because none was present there. 
The Head Constable gave the order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I will repeat my question. 
Will the Hon”ble Minister be pleased to state with reference to his answer 
(6), viz., “No order for firing was given” vis-a-vis the subsequent answer 
that the Head (^onstable gave the order for firing, which part of the state- 
ment is to be accepted as truth? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not allow the question. The answer is 
there. You may draw your own conclusions. 

Mr. NIHAREI^DU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, two answers are given — 
one in the negative and the other is given otherwise — on the same question. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All the same they are the answers. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Obviously the Hon’ble Minister 
must have erred. Thy may be bona fide mistakes. 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: It is not a mistake. 
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Mr. NIHARENOU OUTT-MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state wnetlier both these answers are undependable and firing 
was done wantonly. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; That may be 5'our opinion. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state who are the officers other than the Subdirisional 
Police Officer, who were injured? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Sir, the Otticer-in-charge was also injured. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the nature of the injury P 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; The Subdivisional Police Officer got a very bad 
cut on the head while the other was hit by brickbats. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether they were admitted into hospital ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; The Subdivisional Police Officer was admitted 
into hospital. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state for what period ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: 1 want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether throwing of brickbats in almost all the cases is 
the cause or justihcationn for police resorting to fire on a gathering P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not allow this question. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state from what distance the police fired P 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state at what part of the body Manindra Hoy was 
injured ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJ^: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if Government enquired into the matter P 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I have already stated that the Additional 
District Magistrate enquired into the matter. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: With reference 
to answer (/), viz., “The version of the injured party is not known’’ will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what sort of enquiry they had 
made if they cannot give the version of the injured party P 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I have nothing to add. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the police did not aim below waist P 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: At the time of firing one may aim low but the 
shot may go up a bit high. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how Manindra Roy got brickbat injury on his 
nose? Who threw the brickbats? 
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Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Brickbats were thrown from both sides. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: The police were also 
throwing brickbats. 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Not the police, but the mobs from both sides. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether there were two mobs? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA. Yes, there were two mobs, and quite naturally 
as it was a case of rioting. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what was the nature of the other mob ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: The other mob dispersed as soon as warning 
was given. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if that was the Muslim mob ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; Yes. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the place of occurrence? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: Near the Railway crossing. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if that is quite a Hindu area? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: It may be; I do not know. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why this Muslim mob assembled in that Hindu 
area? 


Mr. K. NASARULLA: Because just near that road there had been 
erected a pandal for the performance of puja by the Hindus which was 
ordered not to , be erected by the Sub-divisional Officer, and when they 
erected the Muslim crowd gathered because they were objecting to that. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Muslim mob was allowed to take the law in its own hand 
and replace the Sub-divisional Officer? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: They were not. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether brickbats which hit Mr. Manindra Roy on his nose 
came from the mob which assembled there to object to the raising of the 
Puja pandal? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; It cannot be said by which mob he was hit. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAUMDAR: Did the Subdivisional Officer 
or any other officer make any attempt to arrest the miscreants who threw 
the brickbats? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I ask for notice. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Subdivisional Officer was 
in his office room when the firing took place in Dalias Road? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Next question.- 
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Mfi CANENDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE* Sir, it is a question on 
which the Government promised to give an answer in two day^ time and 
therefore I withdrew my adjournment motion notice. It is a very 
important question, and I think I have therefore tfie right to put further 
supplementary questions. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKERS I thought you put sufficient supplementary 
questions. All right, you put your questions. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the Muslim mob came there? What was 
the time? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the tiring took place? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; It w’as at 9 p.m. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Muslim mob was there from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. ? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA; We have no information. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why there was no enquiry about the version of 
the party injured? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government will consider the 
desirability of making a public judicial enquiry into the matter? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA: No, Sir. 

Travelling difficulties in the Dacca and Chittagong Express trains and 

steamers. 

M03. Mr. MD. ABDUS 8ALAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Transport) Department be pleased to state whether he 
is aware — 

( 2 ) that since the last world war the number of passengers in the Dacca 
Mail and the Chittagong Mail steamers of the India General 
Navigation and Rivers Steam Navigation, Company, Limited, and 
also in the Dacca Express and the Chittagong Express trains of the 
Bengal Assam Railway has increased; 

(ii) that the number of steamers and trains has not increased propor- 
tionately; and 

(Hi) that due to rush of passengers travelling in all classes has become 
very troublesome, difficult and also unsafe for the property and 
life of the passengers? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

Mr. K. NASARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): 

ia)(i) The volume of passenger traffic now moving over the India General 
Navigation and Railway and Rivers Steam Navigation Companies steamer 
services in conjunction with the Dacca and Chittagong Express trains is 
greater than that in the immediate pre-war days but there has been no 
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marked increase in ike number of passengers carried in the two Express 
trains. The steamers are however almost full but do not carry more passen- 
gers than permissible in terms of the Survey Certificate issued by .Government. 
(ii) and (6) Do not arise. 

{iii) Travelling difficulties have obviously increased but the conclusion 
that travel by train and steamer is definitely unsafe on this ground is not 
correct. 


Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of the answer contained in (a) (i), namely, that 
the steamers do not carry more jfiassengers than permissible in terms of the 
Survey Certificate issued by (lovernment, what is the number of passengers 
to be accommodated on the basis of per square feet per passenger in terms 
of the Survey Certificate issued by Government? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MANINDRA NATH BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased tn state what is the source of his information to say that 
the steamers do not carry more passengers than permissible in terms of the 
Survey Certificate? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: So says the Steamer Company in their report. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the rush of passengers has increased 
manifold due to the abandonment of the Surma Mail via Serajganj and 
Jugganathganj Ghat? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Nowadays it is not so. 

Mr. BENODE CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state if there is any agency on behalf of the Govern- 
ment to check the overcrowding of passengers? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; With reference to the 

answer made about the report of the Steamer Company itself, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government took any steps 
to verify the truth of the report of the Steamer Company? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; Yes, Sir. The Commissioner of the Dacca 
Division verified the report. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Did the Commissioner 

submit any report? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: He agreed that there was no excess of passengers. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Who was the Commissioner 
of the Dacca Division at the time? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; 1 want notice. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that there have been many accidental deaths due to 
overcrowding in steamers and trains? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; I have no such information. 

Mf. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI; With reference to answer (a) (iii), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what the Government have 
done to minimise the travelling difficulties? 
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Mfs Ki NASARULLAs I have explained that owin^ to the steamers 
having been taken away for war purposes, we could not help in the matter 
of providing any more space for anj’ passenger. 

Mfi MIHIR LALL CHATTOPADHYAYAs Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that third class and inter class compartments in the Dacca Mail train 
carry almost double the number of passengers and a lot of them go on 
standing? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; I have no such information. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: In view of the hardships caused 1o the 
travelling public, does the Government think of altering the terms of 
Survey Certificate issued by the Government to Steamer Companies? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: We are getting back old steamers, and as 
soon as we get them back, these difficulties will not arise. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: Sir, my question has not bp»m answered. 
My question is, does the Government think of altering the terms of Survey 
Certificate? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: No, Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether, when the steamers are obtained for reinforcing 
the services, he thinks that they will be enough to relieve overcrowding 
that exists at present? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 

Minister aware that due to lack of accommodation generally tlie passengers 
go up and travel on the roof of the trains? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I have noticed thai. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what steps were taken for remedying this? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: We cannot take any steps unless and until 
we get more accommodation. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; Will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether this system is illegal? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: It is. Sir. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKONUDDIN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any scheme or any proposal to increase 
the number of trains and steamers? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: As regards steamers I have said that as soon as 
they come back they w'ill be placed at the disposal of the Steamer Companies; 
but as regards trains, I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKONUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how and when these difficulties wdll be minimised? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: As soon as the steamers come back, and if the 
crowd is large enough, the Company will give double steamers. 

Appointment of District Bchool Board staff. 

•104. Mr. KRI8HNA PRA8AD MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether District School Board employees are on the same footing 
with the other Government employees; 
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(6) if so, do tiiB Communal Batio Buies apply to the appointments of the 
District School Boards; 

(c) if not, the reason therefor; 

(d) what is the percentage of — 

(i) Scheduled Castes, 

(it) Caste Hindus, and 
(m) Muslims, 

in the matter of appointment of teachers in the Dacca District 
School Board; 

(e) how many office menials are serving in Dacca District School Board; 

(/) whether there is any Hindu or Scheduled Caste; and 

(g) if not, will the Hon'ble Minister consider the desirability of appoint- 
ing Hindu or Scheduled Caste office menials? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) No. 

(b) and (g) Do not arise. 

(c) District School Boards being local bodies the Communal Batio Rules 
do not apply to the appointment of their staff. 

(d) (t) 10 per cent. 

(ti) 20 per cent. 

(in) 70 per cent. 

(e) Five including one darwan and one contingent orderly peon of the 
President. 

(/) Yes, there is one Hindu darwan. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that most of the teachers of 
primary schools are unfit to be teachers? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: Their fitness or otherwise is tested by the 
District Inspector of Schools before their appointment. 

Mr. KAHAI LAL D.E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the teachers are trained or raw recruits from outside? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: All the teachers are not trained: there are 
trained and untrained teachers. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: What is the percentage of trained and untrained 
teachers ? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE; I ask for notice. 

Hostel aoooimnodation for Muslim students of the Bengal Engineering 

College. 

M05. Mr. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether 
there is a hostel for the Muslim students of the Sibpore Engineering College ? 

(b) If not, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of cons- 
tructing a hostel for the Muslim students of the abovementioned college as 
early as possible? 

(i) Is it a fact that the Muslim students have been accommodated now in 
a house, erected for the War Technicians? 
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Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed 
Mliazzamuddin Hosain): (a) There is a separate hostel for the Muslim 
students of the Bengal Engineering College. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) Due to an increase in the number of students in the Bengal Engineer- 
ing College, both Muslim and Hindu students of the Ist year dale of this 
session (194G-47) have been accommodated in the barracks erected for War 
Technicians after necessary repairs and remodelling. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he considers the barracks suitable for 
hostels ? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: The Principal considered them suitable as 
a temporary measure. 

Khan Bahadur 8YED MAHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if there is any scheme with the Government 
for another hostel? 

Mr. ABDUL KHALEQUE: Yes, there is a scheme for another hostel. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Maintenance of Goomti embankment. 

33. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hodble Minister 
in charge of the Inigation (Embankment) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the crops of large areas of land in the Sadar subdivision of 
Tippera in police-stations Burichang, Kotwali and l>ebidwar 
are destroyed by almost annual visitation of flood due to the 
breaches of the Goomti Embankment; 

(it) that the northern embankment of the river Goomti from Sholanal to 
Jaftargunge in the Sadar sulxlivision of this district is not a 
public embankment; and 

(in) that it is neither maintained by the Government nor by the Tripura 
llaj or the Gangamondal Estate through whoso zamindary these 
areas lie? 

(b) Do the Government consider the desirability of making this portion 
as the public embankment in order to prevent bleaches in the embankment? 

MINISTER in charge of the IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): (a ) (/) When the zemindary embank- 
ment on the right bank is breached, crops of the areas affected are damaged. 

(ii) and (m) It is not a public embankment and the reajyonsibility of its 
maintenance rests with the zemindars. 

(h) The matter is under examination. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there is annual visitation of floods on the right bank of the Goomti 
embankment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: As I have already 
stated since the embankment is breached. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Breached every year? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It may be, I have no 
definite information. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Is tbe Hon’ble Minister aware that 
though the responsibility, as the answer seems to suggest, of maintenance 
rests with the zemindars, the zemindars do not maintain this embankment? 

9 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Yes, a complaint 
has been received to this effect. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us how long the matter is under consideration — for hundred 
years ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; I want notice; I am 
not aware. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; With reference to the 
Hon’ble Minister’s answer (n) and (m) that it is not a public embankment 
and therefore presumably Government takes no responsibility, will be be 
pleased to state whether Government considers it its duty to take tbe 
responsibility to see that through, this breach tbe lands of the vast number 
of peasants are not made to suffer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Government has 
already taken notice of that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken with a view to 
remedy the state of affairs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; As I have already 
stated tbe matter is under urgent consideration of Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; What steps have so far been 
taken as a result of tbe urgent consideration Government has given to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; As I have already 
stated it is under consideration and as soon as possible necessary steps will 
be taken. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to let us know the result of the examination ? Has the Government 
examined it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; It is still under 
consideration, as I have already stated. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Government has not arrived at any 
decision up to this time ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Not yet. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give an approximate idea as to when the Government will come 
to a decision ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Very soon. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Let us know the time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Within a month. 

Mauivi MAJIBAR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that a vast area of the district of Noakhali went under 
water with the destruction of crops during the last season? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I submit that that 

question does not come under this question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This question is not relevant. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: AVill the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to 
state, in view of the tact that tlie zemindars have been found nef’dij^’ent in 
the matter of maintenance of tlie embankments, if (iovernment })ropose to 
take action ag'ainst tliem under the new Ordinance just passed:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I cannot say whether 
any action can at all be taken under the new Ordinance but (iovernment is 
seriously coniemplatin«‘ of taking’ necessary stt'ps to render necessary relief. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will (he Ilon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what elfecti\e steps can be taken by tlie i)eople to realise 
compensation for their cro{)s bt‘in<^ damaf^ed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Has the Hon’ble Minister ever 
personally investigated the conditions of the banks of the Goomti where 
these floods art' continuing’'? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: No, Sir, but I hope 

to do so very soon. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Hoes the Hon’ble Minister 
also propose to take a dip in the waters of the river (loomti and bathe there*? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: ( do not allow tliat (juestion. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: AViil the Hon ble 

Minist('r lu* ])leased to siat(‘ whether he is eonsid(‘rinf]r ilu’ desirability of 
takirip- ijction a<’'ainst the zemindars who are not (hjino' their duty so fur as 
these embaidviuents are concenuMl ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; As 1 have already 
stated, tlic‘ matter is under consideration and as soon as examination is 
complete necessary sle])s will be taken. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the seriiuism’ss of the 
mattei have not (iovernnnuit lliou^'ht it desirable to look for jiowers for 
remedy if the zemindars will not do tludr part of duty? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; As T have already 
stated, neci'ssary stejis and urj^ent ste])s will be taken immiMliutely as soon 
as the examination is complete. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Ho the Government know that 

Government have jiowers to interfere if the zemindars will not do their part? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Tertainly Government 
will not be failing in its duty. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Ho the Government know that 

Government have powers to do tliat ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Certainly, G o ve rn m on t 

will take necessary steps. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government have tried to take the himd under Takabi 
head? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: As I have already 
stated, it is still under consideration. 
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Mr I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: There is a head called Takabi. Have 
Government tried to take it under the Takabi head.^ 

The Hon’ble TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: That is a matter which 
does not concern me. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: As I have already asked, will 
the Hoii’ble Minister please enlighten us when he proposes to visit the 
Goomti ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: As soon as possible. 

Confimnation of temporary Assistant Engineers. 

34. Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Works and Buildings Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that tem])orai*y Assistant Engineers are to go through Public 
Service Commission in case of their being confirmed in their posts? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the circumstances under which two temporary Assistant 
Engineers were confirmed in their posts \^vide Works and Buildings (Estab- 
lishment) No. 65, dated the 2nd July, 1946. published in the Calcutta Crazette. 
dated the 11th July, 1946] ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the temporary Assistant Engineers appeared before the 

Public Service Commission for their confirmation ; and 

(ii) if so, when? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of extending the 
concession shown to persons referred to in the foregoing clauses to other 
temporary Assistant Engineers? 

MINISTER in charge of the WORKS and BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Dwarkanath Barori): {a) Yes. 

(h) and (c) The two oflBcers in question were permanent Government ser- 
vants holding respectively the posts of Superintendent and Head Estimator 
in the Chief Engineer’s Drawing office. These posts were converted to posts 
of Assistant Engineers— first on a temporary basis and ultimately on a i>er- 
manent basis. The permanent incumbents of the two permanent posts were 
thus first appointed as Assistant Engineers temporarily and then permanently. 
The approval of the Public Service Commission was taken before the officers 
were made permanent. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the names and general qualifications of the temporary Assistant 
Engineers ? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: I want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the names of the persons concerned? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: 1 want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state as to whether the approval of the Public Service Commission was taken 
before or after the appointments were made? 

Dr« BHOLA NATH BISWAS: Before their appointments. 
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Mfi MANORANJAN DHAR: How long did these two temporary 
Assistant Engineers act as Engineers on temporary basis? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWASs I want notice. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR. Is it not a fact that the moment they began 
to act as temporary Assistant Engineers their cases came under the purview 
of the rule which requires them to appear before the l^iblic Service Com- 
mission for confirmation? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: After taking the approval of the Public 
Service Commission tliey were confirmed. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Is it not a fact that tlie moment they 
started working as Assistant Engineers their eases fell within the purview 
of the rule that requires all such cases to be placed before the Public Service 
Commission for confirmation ? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: Yes, it is required after serving for six 
months. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be jdeased to 
state if these officers apj)eared before the Public Service Commission ? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: These two officers were not required to 
appear before the Service (.\)mmission. 

Disposal of criminal cases by Subdivisional Officers of Dinajpur district. 

35. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department l>e pleased to state — 

(a) what is the numl>er of criminal cases and other cases instituted 

l>efore the three Subdivisional Officers in the district oi Dinajpur 
in the year 1945-46, subdivision by subdivision; 

(b) how many of them were tried and disposed of by each of the Sub- 

divisional Officers and how many transferred to other Magistrates 
for trial; and 

(c) whether judgments were long delayed after trial; if so, what is the 

number of such cases and the resiR^ctive dates of hearings and 
the judgments ? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nagendra Narayan Roy): (a) Criminal cases instituted — 

Sadar— 2,836. 

Thakurgaon — ^2,074 including other cases. 

Balurghat — 1,526 including other cases. 

Other cases instituted — 

Sadar — ^606. 

(6) Number tried by the Subdivisional Officers— 

Sadar — 1,921. 

Thakurgaon — 1, 578. 

Balurghat — 939. 

Number transferred — 

Sadar— 915. 

Thakurgaon — 496 . 

Balurghat — 587. 
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(c) I do not propose to take up at present this question which involves 
a considerable time and labour in the collection of materials required. But 
if the honourable member insists the materials may be called for. 

Mfi NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before I put 
any question 1 draw your attention to answer to question (c) — if the 
honourable member insists the materials may be called for. I do not know 
how 1 could indicate my insistencje tliat T wanted a reply except by putting 
the question whetlicr the judgments were long delayed after trial; if so, 
whatiis tlie number of such cases and tin* respective dates of hearings and 
the judgments })ecauso I thought that this portion of the question was very 
important in the stmse that if judgments are delayed after hearings, 
judgme?its may be bad because the Trying Magistrate forgets everything. 
8o I want to know how 1 could indicate or members can indicate their 
insistenee. Are we to go to the Ministers and by dragging them indicate 
cur insistence? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can put another question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, my quota is limited. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you like, you can put another question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I want to know this. Will the Hon’ ble 
Minister be pleased to tell us how does he advise us to indicate our insistence 
on replying to a question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY: By a fresh notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
enlighien us if he will not reply to a question in the same manner as he has 
dom^ now by telling us iliat tlie records will be brought if the honourable 
member insisis on doing that, because the language of the question will not 
differ from the language that is there.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY; Sir, I have already 
auswer('(l the (juestion that it will involve considerable lime and labour, but 
if the honourable member insists, the nmterials may be called for. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 suggest that this question may 
be ludd over, as Ihe Hon’ble Minister leas assured that he will bring the 
records if I insist. I think I have shown my insistence. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; 1 do not like to hold over the question. You 
can put anotlier (question by giving a fresh notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if tin* judgments were delayed long after the trial? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY: 1 cannot say now. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: This is also asking for notice. 1 may 
take it that 1 am entitled to have an answer to this question. 

Allotryient of corrugated iron sheets for Chittagong district. 

36. Mr. ALI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the present number of corru,gated iron sheet dealers in 
Chittagong ; 

(ti) what is their nationality ; 

(Hi) how many bundles of corrugated iron sheets were allotted for Chitta- 
gong during the first 6 months of the year, 1&46 ; and 

(iv) how these are distributed? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a full list 
of recipients of ten sheets of corrugated iron with address and full parti- 
culars F 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Cofran): {a)(i) Twenty-five. 

(w) Hindu — 15. Muslim — 10. 

{lit) Nine thousand and two hundred bundles. 

(tv) Corrugated iron sheets are distributed through the established 
channels of trade, i.e., established hofui fide dealers recoinniended by the local 
authorities. Sales of corrugated iron sheets to consumers are controlled by 
jthe provisions of the Iron and Steel (Control of Troduction and Distribution) 
Order, 11)41, promulgated by the Central Government. Cnder tlie provisions 
of this order a dealer was j)ermitted to sell to a customer sheets at the con- 
troDed rate prescribed by the Iron and Steel Controller in (luantities not 
exceeding 10 cwts. (i.e., 5 bundles approximately) per month. This (quan- 
tity limit was removed by an anuuidment to the Iron and Steel (Control of 
Production and I distribution) Order, which came into effect on 1st April, 
1946. Nine thousand and two hundred bundb^s of ('orrugated iron sheets 
were allotted to a])})r()ved deahus (list laid on the Table) by the Iron and 
Steel Controller in January /June, 11)46. 

(h) The information is not readily available. 


List referred to iri reply to clause (a) (iv) of unstarred question iVo. J6’. 
Allotment of coKiaT(jATED iron vSheets made in the first feriod of 1946 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF CniTTAGONCJ. 


Bundles. 


G. C. sheets. 

(1) Messrs. I). C. Ghosal, Chittagong ... 200 

(2) Messrs. Ilaji Nurali Saudagar, Chittagong ... 200 

(3) Messrs. Jasadalal Ghosal, Sadar Ghat Boad, Chitta- 

gong . . . 200 

(4) Messrs. Lalji Sundarji, Ehatunganj, Chittagong ... 200 

(5) Messrs. Ganoshmull Labhuram, c/o Lalji Sundarji, 

Chittagong ... 200 

(6) Messrs, liaji Habib Ifaji Peer Md., Chittagong ... 200 

(7) Messrs. B. C. vSarkar aiid B. K. Chowdhury, 

Chaktai, Chittagong ... 200 

(8) Messrs. Sadananda Ghosh, Cbitlagcmg ... 200 

(9) Messrs. Biswambar Chowdhury & Sons, Chitta- 

gong ... 200 

(10) Nabin Chandra Mohajan, Khatunganj, Chitta- 

gong 200 

(11) Barada Chandra Das Choudhury, Chaktai, Chitta- 

gong • . . 200 

(12) Messrs. Prabarak Sangha, Chittagong ... 200 

(13) Messrs. Shyamlal Ghosal, Chittagong ... 200 

(14) Messrs. A. S. Jusab Bros., Chitta.gong ... 200 

(15) Messrs. Adman Haji Peer Md. E.ssack, Chitta- 

gong • •• 200 

(16) Messrs. Hossen Kassam Dada, Chittagong ... 200 

(17) Haji Ali^Abbas & Bros., Chittagong ... 200 

Total ... 3,400 
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Allotment of corrugated iron sheets made in the second period of 1946 
(April-May-June) for the district of Chittagong. 

Bundles. 

G. C. sheets. 


(1) Messrs. Jasoda Lai Ghosal, Sadar Ghat Road, 

Chittagonff . . . 400 

(2) Messrs. 1). C. Ghosal, Chittagong ... 200 

(3) Messrs. Haji Habib Haji Peer Md., Chittagong ... 200 

(4) Messrs. Sadananda Ghosh, Chittagong ... 200 

(5) Messrs. Biswambhar Chowdhury & Sons, Chitta- 

gong ... 200 

(6) Messrs. Haji Nurali Saudagar, Chaktai, Chitta- 

gong ... 200 

(7) Messrs. B. C. Sarkar and S. K. Chowdhury, Chaktai, 

Chittagong ... 200 

(8) Messrs. Barada Ch. Das Chowdhury, Chittagong ... 200 

(9) Messrs. Nabin Chandra Mahajan, Khatunganj, 

Chittagong ... 200 

(10) Messrs. I’rabartak Sangha, Chittagong ... 200 

(11) Messrs. Haji Ali Abbas & Bros., Chittagong ... 200 

(12) Messrs, Hossen Kasaain Dada, Ashadganj, Chitta- 

gong 400 

(13) Messrs. Adam Haji Peer Md. Essack, Khatunganj, 

(Chittagong . . . 400 

(14) Messrs. A. S. Jusab Bros., Madarbari, Chitta- 

gong ... 400 

(15) Messrs. Shyamlal Ghosal, Sadar Ghat Road, Chitta- 

gong ... 400 

(16) Messrs. Lalji Sundarji, Khatunganj, (jhittagong ... 400 

(17) Messrs. Ganesh Mull Labhuram, Khatunganj, 

ChittOigong . . . 400 

(18) Messrs. Bhupendra Mohan Sen, Cox’s Bazar, Chitta- 

gong ... 400 

(19) Messrs. Durgapada Shivapada Chowdhury, Khatun- 

ganj, Chittagong ... 200 

(20) Messrs. Pranhari Sen, Chaktai and Torribazar, 

Chittagong ... 200 

(21) Messrs. K. P. Roy Chowdhury, Chittagong ... 200 


Total ... 9,200 


Mr, BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what is the procedure that Government has 
adopted in distributing corrugated iron sheets in mofassal areas? 

The Hwi’blo Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN! At present we have fixed certain 

District quotas and the quantities of C.I. sheets are sent to districts 

througli the stockists. Then the District Controller will distribute those 
quotas. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state wherefrom permits are issued to the consumers — 
public in general? ^ 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: By the District Controller. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKONUDDIN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, if the population is the only basis for distribution and 
allotment of C.I. sheets to the districts per month, whether communal 
ratio is observed everywhere in distributing C.I. sheets? 
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The Hon^ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No. Certainly the basis of 
distribution would be population. Some weigh tage also will be given 
according to the quantity of C.I. sheets that are consumed by some of the 
Districts. 

Mauivi AKBAR ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
how much of the allotted quota of C.I. sheets was really supplied to the 
dealers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I want noUoe. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that the District Controller is only the recommending 
authority and not the permit issuing authority r' A dealer has first got to 
aj)ply to the District Controller. His application has got to be recommend- 
ed by the District Controller and then the dealer has to come to this city, 
which entails a cost not less than hundreds of rui)ees. Is tlie Hon’ble 
Minister aware that this procedure is at present in vogue ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: At present certainlv this is the 
procedure. We have already approached the (lovernment of India to give us 
authority to authorise our District Controller to issue tin* juuniits. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whetlier he is aware that just now hundreds 
and thousands of people from mofassal are moving about in Calcutta streets 
to get a few C.I. sheets, but they are not getting themi^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Y es; a large number of ai)plica- 
tions have been received. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA; Is the Hon hle Minister 
aware that no permit is necessary for purchasing C.I. sheets:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No; that is not true. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Is the ITon'lde Minister aware that there 
is a colos.sal inconsistency about having the stock in the District \^ith the 
District deah‘r wheresis for the permit one has got to come to (’alc.utta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: As I have alnuuly said ])ermits 
could be issued by the District Controller. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that while hundreds of undesirable candidates are getting 
C.I. sheets and selling them in tlm black market, really deserving candidates 
are not getting them at ally 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 have no such information. 

Mr. ABDUL HAKIM MIA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is considering the desirability of asking the Controller of Steel 
and Iron nbt to issue pennits pending the order of the (lovernment of 
India ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 

Mr. Md. KHUDA BUKH8H: Will the ITon;ble Minister bo pleased to 
state when the District Controller will be authorise*! to issue permits to the 
consumers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: As soon as we get the authority 
from the Government of India. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to 
state from which date the District Controller ha.s been authorised to issue 
permits ? 



The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 have already said that we have 
not yet got the authority from the Government of India. As soon as we 
get the authority, we shall authorise our District Controllers to issue 
permits. 

Mfi ABDUS SAB UR KHANs Then I presume that the first part of the 
answer which the Hon’ble Minister gave is simply dependent on his 
imagination. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS That is not a question. 

Mr. HARAN CHANDRA GHOSH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if permits are required for individual pur- 
chasers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Yes. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BIHAR I MAITI: Is the Hon’ble Minister perfectly 
aware that individuals require permils wlien they are to buy these C.I. 
sheets ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Yes. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that individual purchasers have got to have no permits for purchasing C.I. 
sheets ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, ABDUL GOFRAN: I am not aware. 

Working hours of cloth ration shops in Calcutta. 

37. Mr. SUKUMAR DUTT: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be j)leas(‘d to state 'whether it is a fact that 
cloth ration shops in Calcutta are opened at 8 a.m. ‘r 

(b) If so, will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
thereof ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that it causes great inconvenience 
to persons who are to attend office to piii'chase their cloths? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister consideriiig the desirability of issuing direc- 
tions to open cloth ration sho])s in Calcutta at 7 a.m. ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of keeping the shops 
open on Sundays and close it on any other day of the week instead? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) and (h) The present working 
hours of cloth ration shops in Calcutta are as follows : — 

(i) For cloth retailers who are members of the Calcutta Trades Associa- 
tion the working hours are — 

Week days — 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4-30 p.m. 

Saturdays — 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

(u) For cloth retailers who are not members of the Calcutta Trades 
Association the working hours are — 9 a.m. to 12 noon and 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. 

When a day is observed as a half w’orking day the working hours are 
either fronr9 a.m. to 12 noon or 3 p.m. to G p.m. 

(c) For the convenience of persons attending office we had suggested to 
the cloth retailers that the opening hour be fixed at 8 a.m. instead of 9 a.m. 
Very strong representations were received from the Cloth Eetailers^ 
Association. It was pointed out that 8 a.m. (Bengal time), particularly in 
winter, is tbo early to open shops. The shop assistants have to make their 
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own household arrangements before coming to the shop and many of them 
have to come from distant places. In order to enable office-goers to visit the 
shops the closing hour has been fixed at 7 p.m. 

(d) In view of the approaching winter it will not be possible to include 
the cloth retailers to agree to open their shops at 7 a.m. or even 8 a.m. 
(Bengal time). 

{e) The question of insisting on the majority of cloth ration shops being 
kept open on Sundays is under consideration. 

Mfi BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With reference to answer (c) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government liave arrived at 
any decision by now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No. We liavc not come to- 
any decision as yet. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if Government have at all considered the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Yes. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: In view of the answer just given will the 
Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what decision Government have arrived 
at? 


The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: We have not finally decided as yet. 

Mr. 8ATISH CHANDRA BOSE: In view of answer (c) will the Hon’bl© 
Minister consider the desirability of abolishing Bengal time? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA BOSE: The answer is “It was pointed out that 
8 a.m. in winter is too early to open shops”. In view of answer (c) will 
the 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Bose, that question does not arise. 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA : TO fr— 

^ TO to fro 

®rfTOT •TOi ^ to 

cq TO Rf f% ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: For that reason traders who 
are not members of the Calcutta Trades Association have been given permis- 
sion to keep their shops open up to 7 p.m. 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA : TO ^ CTO 

CTO TO C^ TO R ? 

(There was laughter but no answer.) 

Mr. Md. KHUDA BUKHSH; Arising out of his answer (d), namely > 
in view of the approaching winter, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he has the winter of 1947-48 in mind ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Silting up of the Brahmaputra in Mymensingh district. 

*106. Mr. MONORANJAN DHAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Irrigation Department aware — 

(i) that the silting up of the river Brahmaputra running through the 

Mymensingh district is generally causing very serious and pro- 
gressive deterioration of the district as regards health and produc- 
tivity of the soil; 

(ii) that last year the abnormal silting up of the river near the town of 

Mymensingh threatened the very water-supply of the town; and 

(Hi) of the demand of the Mymensingh public for resuscitation of the 
river Brahmaputra so as to ensure the navigability thereof? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there is any scheme for this purix)se under consideration of 

the Government ; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that in recent past a proposal for a barrage 

scheme at the offtake near Baliadurabad (jhai was adopted and 
partly executed by the Government; 

(Hi) whether that project has been abandoned thereafter; and 

(iv) if not, at what stage of impleinentalion the project stands at 
• present? 

The Hon»We Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; (a) {i) The silting up 
of the river has afi'ected the health of the district. The productivity of the 
soil has also been affected in the immediate vicinity of the river. 

(H) Some local silting occurred near the pumping station, but there was 
no apprehension of immediate breakdown of the water-supply system of the 
Mymensingh town. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) (i) A scheme is under investigation. 

(H) (1) The barrage scheme is under investigation. 

.(2) No. 

(Hi) Does not arise. 

(iv) Hydraulic data are being collected. 

Mr. MAN€RANJAN DHAR; Will the HonTde Minister be pleased to 
state how long it will take for the investigation to be completed ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: As soon as the work 
is finished. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: In view of the answer {h)(i) 
■will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state the nature of the scheme under 
consideration? ^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is a technical 
subject and 1 want notice. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how lonj? the Government will take to complete the investi- 
gation and give practical effect to it? 
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The Hon’bio Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERilEA! Government is 
anxious to complete the investigation as quickly and as early as possible. 

WANORANJAN DHARs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the reason for abandoning the barrage scheme that was 
previously taken up at the offtake near Bahadurabad Ghat ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Sir, I submit this 
question does not arise. 

Mfi MANORANilAN DHAR: \\ill tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
explain to wliich item of the question the answer (2) refers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It refers to (h) (//). 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to the Hon’ble 
Minister’s answer that the scheme being of a tec}ini(‘al nalure he wants 
notice, will the Hon ble iffinister be pleased to state who is the technical 
expert of Cxovernment who is now considering the scheme as mentioned in 
answer (h)(i)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The Irrigation 
Engineer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale if any Special Irrigation Engineer has been deputed to 
investigate into the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is being done under 
the guidance of the (’hief Engineer, Irrigation Dejiartment, by the 
Superintending Engineer of that area. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will tht' ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the direction of Government regarding the date by 
whtch the report is to be submitted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 ask for notice, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon bh Minister be 
pleased to state whether lie is aw'are at the pri'sent moment what tin* f»recise 
intentions of Government are with regard to the date of completion of the 
scheme and the execu^on of it into work. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: As 1 have already 
stated it will be put into execution as soon as the investigation is completed. 


Proposal for erection of sluice gate in Cazna Bil, Pabna district. 

•107. Mr. 8URE8 CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Irrigation Hepartment be jdeasevl to state wliethw 
it is a fact that a scheme for erecting sluice gate in Ga/aia Bil, in police- 
station Sujanagore of Sadar subdivision of the district of Pabna, is jiendin^ 
for a long time ? 

(b) Will the Hon' ble Minister be pleastnl to stato the extent and area 
of the hil? 

(c) How far has this scheme progressed and why has it been held up as 
yet? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to enquire into the necessity of 
constructing a sluice gate in Gazna Bil for protection of the crops of the 
area from sudden inundation, to provide necessary funds for the purpose 
and see that this project is materialised at a very early date; if not, why not? 
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The Hon'We Mr. TABAK NATH MUKHERJEA; (a) No. 

(b) The area of the hil is about 32 square miles. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The scheme for constructing a sluice gate at the outfall of the Gazna 
Bil to avoid sudden inundation of crops is considered impracticable as the 
whole area goes under water to a depth of 20 feet or more during the rains 
and it is fed from various water courses during the flood period thus causing 
a huge accumulation of water over this area. 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: ^ (d) c? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: ^ i 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: ^ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: i 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: 

? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 

Mr. SURESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: AVill the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to his answer to (d) wheiher it is the intention of 
Government that it is not possible to have any plan for the improvement of 
the Bil area ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Of course that was 
the opinion of the exjierts then. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is the position that if there is a large inundation of w'ater the 
Irrigation Department cannot flght that evil? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Each case has got to 

be considered on its own merits. 

Duties of overseers and assistant engineers. 

•108. Mr. BIPIN BIHARI GANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Irrigation and Waterways Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that — 

(i) Irrigation and Waterways Directorate is very much short of 
overseers ; 

(w) a number of overseers has been given charge of different important 
irrigation subdivisions exclusively meant for assistant engineer 
or assistant executive engineer ; and 

(uV) a number, of assistant engineers has been given no important work 
to do or they are to do some survey and investigation works? 

(b) If the answer 4o (a) is in the affirmative, do the Government con- 
template to take immediate steps to remove such anomalies ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (a) (t) No. 

(ii) No subdivision is exclusively meant for any particular class of 
ofificers. Twenty senior overseers are at present holding charge of subdivi- 
sions. 
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(Hi) No. Eig'lit temporary assistant engineers are undergoing the usual 
training in departmental accounts and werks as a jirelimiiiary to their being 
placed in charge of subdivisions. Tliree of tJiem have completed the 
training and will be placed in cliarge of sulxlivisions very shortly. The 
remaining officers will also be j)Iace<l in cliarge of subdivisions as and when 
they complete their training. 

(h) Uoes not arise. 

Promotion of assistant engineers to the rank of assistant executive engineerst 

*109. Mr. MONORANJAN DHAR: (a) Will the lion ble Minister in 
charge of the Irrigation and Waterways l)ei)aitment he ])leased to state 
whether it is a fact that assistant engineers holding substantive appoint- 
ment are ineligible for juomotion to (he rank of assistant executive 
engineers ? 

(b) If the answer to (n) is in the atbrmuli\e, will the llon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the circumstances under which one jiermaneut assistant 
engineer was coiitirmed us assistant executive' engini'er as per nutitication 
No. 59, dated tiie 8tli Julv, 194b, vulc dulruita (i(i:ctli\ dated the 18tli July, 
1946:^ 

(c) Will the llon'ble ^Minister lu* jdeased to state — 

(?) whether an> advertismnent was made in any newspajier inviting 
ai)plieations lor the iiosi of assistant exeeutive eng'ineer; and 

(u) if so, when? 

(d) If the answers to (c) are in the n(*gativf\ will the Ilon’hlo Minister 
be p](‘ased to state wliethei* 1 h‘ is eonsidi'ring the desirability of extending 
the concessions slmwii to the ]»erson riderred to above to the other perma- 
nent assistant engineers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (//) Yes. 

(b) In January’, 1940, the I^ihlie Serviei* ( 'onimission recommended 
certain candidates including the candidate in cimvstion ioi the posts of 
assistant executise (‘iiginc'eis and as'^islaiil (Migin(*(‘rs. As (lu* vac'ancicss n 
the rank of assistani (*xeeutivj* engineers Wi'ia* liniiltHl, tin* eandidaO's above 
the om* in ijiieslion w(*r(‘ appointt'd as assistant (wecullxe engim*(‘rs and the 
candidate in question was a])])ointe(l as assistant migineer, Suhseijiiently, 
cei’tain otlier vacanc'ies in the ])osts of assistant exc'eiitive engim*ers meant 
for other eoinmuiiities were' advertis(*d by the Ihihlie, Service (lommission 
in Ttily, 1940. At that tinu' the ban on tin* a])pointnn‘nt of jiermanenl 
assistant engineers as assistant exeeutive engineers was suspended. As the 
Public Service Commission did not get men of tin* nsjuired communities, 
they recommended certain eundidates, who api)lied tor tin* ])Osts of assistant 
engineers, for appointment to the posts of assistant exeeutive engineers. 
The candidate in question had no occasion to aj;)p]y in July, 1940, as he did 
not belong to the communities from which th(^ apjOic.-ations were asked foi 
and ho was already an assistant engineer. II is case was, thereloro, not 
considered by the Public Service Commission for the vacancies in the posb 
of assistant executive engineers. The top man recommended by the Public 
Service Commission for the post of assistant executive engineer was con- 
sidered by the Public Service Commission inferior to the candidate Y 
question in January, 1940, and was placed below him in their order of pre- 
ference at that time. An anomaly, therefore, arose which was rectified b] 
the appointment of the candidate in question as assistant executive engineer 

(c) No fresh advertisement was necessary. 

(d) No question of concession arises in the circumstances stated. 

Mr. MANOR AN JAM DHAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t( 
state the names of the particular Engineers concerned? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Unfortunately I got 
the file regarding this question only here. I want notice. 

Re-employed retired engineers. 

•110. Mr. A8HUT08H MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Irrigation and Waterways Department be pleased to lay on 
the Table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of retired engineers re-employed in the Irrigation and 
Waterways Department since 1941 to date; 

(u) the number of them who are still continuing ; 

(Hi) the number of them who have been given promotions; and 

(iv) the number of supersessions of claims of other permanent engineers 
duly qualified in every respect!^ 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether one Mr. D. N. 
Sen Gupta, i.s.e. (Itetired), re-employed as Personal Assistant to Chief 
Engineer (East), Irrigation and Waterways Directorate, has been promoted 
as Superintending Engineer? 

(c) If so, whether he has superseded the claims of any other permanent 
and qualified engineers of the Directorate? 

(d) If the answers to (a) Ge), (h) and (c) are in the affirmative, is the 
Hon’ble Minister considering tne desirability of — 

(i) taking any steps into the matfcr; and 

(iV) if so, what? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; (a) {i} Eight. 

(ii) Five. 

(in) One at present. 

(iv) None. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) Permanent officers are being promoted as and when they become 
qualified and fit. 

Bejoy and Gaznavi outs in Chuadanga subdivision, Nadia. 

•111. Mr. NAWAJESH AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state whether the Bejoy 
and Gaznavi cuts within Chuadanga subdivision in Nadia are in working 
condition ? 

(b) If not, do the Govern#ient consider the desirability of taking immedi- 
ate steps for the re-excavation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; (a) Owing to low 
floods in the Mathabhanga in recent years, the cuts are not functioning as 
satisfactorily as was expected. 

(b) The cuts will get silted up again soon after re-excavation. Unless the 
parent channel, the Mathabhanga, can be improved, it would not be possible 
to keep the cuts in proper regime. A comprehensive scheme for the improve- 
ment of all the principal rivers of Central Bengal including the Mathabhanga, 
is under investigation. 

Mr. NAWAJE8H AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government consider the desirability of taking immediate 
steps in this respect P 



1947.] QUESTIONS. 46| 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Certainly, Sir. 

Mr. NAWAJE8H AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state how long will it take them to take steps F 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I cannot tell offhand 
any specific time, but I can say that no time will be unnecessarily wasted. 

Mre NAWAJESH AHMED: AVith reference to answer (b) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how lon^ tjovernnieut will take to- 
make a comprehensive scheme for the improvement of the rivers 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, I am afraid 1 
cannot state any specific time but as T have already stated no time will be 
wasted unnecessarily. 

Incumbents of certain high posts under Board of Revenue. 

*112. Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in char.g'e of the Land and Land Revenue I)(‘i)ar (men t be jdeased to 
state — 

(i) the name of the Secretaries of the Board of Itevenue, and jbhe 

Itcvenue Department ; 

(ii) whether there was ever any Muslim ap]K)inted as Secretary to the 
Board of llevenue; 

(m) if not, why not; and 

(iv) whether Government are considering^ the desirability of appointing 
a Muslim as Secretary to the Board of Itevenucr' 

(h) Is it a fact that the post of Secreiary to the Board of Revenue and 
Secretary to the Director of Land Records, Bengal, is being held by the 
same person ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state the reasons 
therefor? 

(d) Is it a fact that an Additional Secretary has been appointed for the 
Board of Revenue? If so, why? 

(e) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state how long the present 
incumbent has been holding the post of Secretary to the Board of Revenue ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman): 

{a){i) Khan Bahadur Mahbubuddin Ahmed, Secretary, Board of Revenue; 
Rai S. Das Gupta Bahadur, Additional Secretary, Board of Revenue; Khan 
Sahib Khalil Ahmed, Second Additional Secretary, Board of Revenue. 

There is at present no separate Secretary to the Land and Land Revenue 
Department. ' 

Mr. S. K. Haidar, c.i.e., i.c.s.. Member, Board of Revenue, and 
Mr. A. S. Larkin, c.i.e., i.c.s., Additional Meml)er, Board of Revenue, 
are ex~o^cio Secretaries to Government in tbe Land and Land Revenue 
Department. 

(ii) Yes; Khan Bahadur Saiyed Md. Nasiruddin, Deputy Magistrate and 
Deputy Collector, was the Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue from 
4th December, 1905, to IGth April, 1906. 

The present Secretary is also a Muslim. 

(Hi) and (iv) Do not arise. 

(6) and (c) There is no post of Secretary to the Director of Land Records, 
Bengal. 

The posts of the Secretary to the Board of Revenue and the Director of 
Land Records and Surveys, Bengal, are now held by different officers. 
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(d) Two Additional Secretaries have been appointed. These appoint- 
ments were necessary to cope with the increased volume of work devolved 
on the Board after the Beformed Constitution and also as a result of the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Administration Enquiry 
Committee, 1944-45. 

(e) Since 8th January, 1947. 

Alleged misconduct of Subdivisional Officer, Bishnupur. 

•113. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Chief Minister’s (General Administration) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that a pleader clerk had been assaulted by a 

court constable at the instance of Subdivisional Officer, Bishnu- 
pur, district Bankura; and 

(ii) whether a representation has been made to the Chief Secretary, 

Bengal, regarding the alleged misconduct of the Subdivisional 

Officer, and demanding his immediate transfer? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken in the matter by the department concerned ? 

(c) Does the Hon’blc Minister consider the desirability of holding judicial 
inquiry into the matter? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): 

(a){i) This is not a fact. 

(n) No such representation has been received by the Chief Secretary. 

(h) Does not arise. 

i'c) No. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With roforenc(‘ to answer {n}{i) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be ])leascd to state whether any actual enquiry was made 
in this connection ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The lad is that the Sulalivisional Oificer asked 
the Muktear to leave his court for some iindesii able comiuet on his part. 
The Muktear Bar made a representation to the Distiid Magistrate ami the 
District Magistrate had a talk over the matltu* with the Subdivisional Officer 
and the Secretary and the President of the Muktear Bar. It is reported that 
the matter has been treated as closed. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
source of his information? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The report from the District Magistrate. 

Filling up of posts of Sergeants of the Calcutta Police, 

•114. Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether soq^e posts of Sergeants of the Calcutta Police fell vacant 

recently ; 

(b) that they were open for persons who served in the military in the 

World War just over; 

(c) if so, what was the number of vacancies; 

(d) whether candidates were invited for interview in the month of 

July; 

(e) if so, what was the number of such candidates ; 
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(/) how mail}’ of them were Muslims and how mau 3 ' of them were 
Hindus ; 

(g) how many of them were residents of Bengfal; 

(h) whether am" such candidates were certified and recommended as 

fit b}' the Eesottlement Officer at Jubbidpore I.O.S. record; 

(i) if so, what are the names of such candidates, and what districts do 

they belong* to; 

(j) w"hether any of them have been taken in ; 

(k) if so, who are they; 

(l) if not, why not; 

(m) is it a fact that claims of the Beng:alis are being su})erseded by the 

appointment of Anglo-Indians onlj'; and 

(n) if so, what are the reasons therefor ? 


Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 

a), (h) and (d) Yes. 

(<?) Eight. 

(c) Twenty-six. 

(/) Nil. 

(g) Nine. * 

(h) No. 

(i) to (1) Bo not arise. . 

(m) and { 71 ) No, as Europeans and Anglo-Indians only are eligible for 
ppointment to these posts. 


Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8; Will the Hon ble Minister 
e pleased to state whether they think it desira])le to Indianise the posts of 
Calcutta Sergeants? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; Unfortunately in the matter of Sergeants, no. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon ble Minister ])e 
leased to state why the posts of vSergeants are at all necessary ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Because they are found very useful in controlling 
raffic and other matters. 

Mr. MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
finister be pleased to state whether he is aware that some of the Sergeants 
3oted several shops during the Calcutta Riot? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA; government has no notice of it. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the llon hle Minister be 
leased to state why the posts are re.served for Anglo-Indians and Europeans 
nly? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: Because they have been found suitable for this 
ost. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Will the Hon ble Minister 
e pleased to state if Government think that Indians are less competent than 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians ? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: In the matter of Sergeants, it is thought that 
inglo-Indians and Europeans will manage much better than others. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
linister be pleased to state whether he thinks that more efficiency is 
lecessary to be a Sergeant than to be a Minister? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I have nothing to say. 
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•115. Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) WHl the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operation, CVedit and Relief Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether an audit office has been established at Contai to check the 

accounts of the money spent in relief both in grains and cash by 
way of relief grants at Contai subdivision during 1942 to 1944; 

(ii) whether the audit officer is under the Accountant-General, Bengal, 

or under the Revenue Department which spent the above sum; 

(m) whether the audit office has been able to detect any malpractices 
on examination of the account; and 

(iv) if so, how many cases of malpractices have been detected? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that Assistant Relief Officer of Rainnagar thana 

in Contai has been charged of malpractices alwmt six months 
ago; 

(ii) if so, what action has been taken against him up till now; 

(m) if no action has been taken, what is the reason fherefor; 

(iv) whether in the graluitous relief muster roll one man’s finger print 

has been j)la(;ed against names of different recipients of relief; 
and 

(v) whether in test-relief work roll finger prints of the same labourers 

are different in different pages of the book? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving a free 
hand to the audit department for detecting malpractices? 

Mr. MA8IUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr, A. F. M. 
Abilur Rahman): (a)(i) No audit office has been established at Contai to 
check the relief accounts but the relief office of the Subdivisional Officer has 
been expanded by the appointment of a considerable number of clerks and 
an accountant deputed from the office of the Accountant-General, Bengal, to 
compile the relief accounts of Contai subdivision for the purpose of rendering 
necessary accounts to the Accountant-General, Bengal. 

(ii) The staff is under the administrative control of the Collector of 
Midnapore and is paid from the Relief budget. 

(Hi) Some cases of malpractices were suspected during compilation of 
the accounts. 

(iv) Malpractices have been suspected in respect of the accounts of each 
of the Assistant Relief Officers at Bhaitgarh and Henria and in three cases 
in respect of Assistant Relief Officer, Ramnagar. 

(b) (t) The Assistant Relief Officer has not been charged of malpractices 
but in three cases malpractices have been suspected. 

(ii) The cases in which malpractices were suspected were promptly 
referred to the local police for detailed investigation. As the cases which 
are very complicated relate to old accounts and involve a number of rural 
people of different localities, it has not yet been possible for the police to 
submit their reports. 

(ui) Does not arise. 

(iv) Yes, in some cases the thumb impression of an adult member of a 
family was accepted against the names of all members of the same family 
to avoid unnecessa^ harassment and hardship to women, children and 
invalids of the family. 
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(v) Some such cases were suspected and .they have been referred to 
the local police for investigation. 

(c) Yes. An officer who was a Deputy Accountant-General has recently 
been appointed by the Finance De|>iirtinent to regularise the expenditure 
incurred. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BAN ERJEEs Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state how much money has been spent for relief work in Contai ? 

Mr. MASIHUDDIN AHMED: It is not possible to answer the question 
offhand. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: AUill the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state whether the Auditor is working under the direction of 
Collector of Midnapore? 

Mr. MASIHUDDIN AHMED: He is working under the lirection of the 
Subdivisional Officer, Contai. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: AVill the Ilon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state if the officers against whom charges of mal- 
practices were brought are in service still? 

Mr. MASIHUDDIN AHMED: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: AVill the Hon’hle Minister be plejised 
to state whether cases against them have been dro])]H‘d Y 

Mr. MASIHUDDIN AHMED: No. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon lie 

Minister be pleased to state the names of the persons who were charged with 
mal-practices ? 

Mr. MASIHUDDIN AHMED: I ask for notice. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minut(‘s.) 

(After A (I } o a rn iit eiif.) 

General discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. J. H. METHOLD: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Kuroj)ean Party view 
with no little concern the annual presentation of deficit Budgets in Bengal. 
We regard it as essential that every effort should he made to impress upon 
the Government of India the necessity of revising the financial settlement. 
AA"e realise that the present may be a difficult time in which lo apj)roach Ihe 
Government of India, but none-the-less it must be done as the application 
for ad hoc subventions is a most unsatisfactory system, and of necessity, 
must leave the Finance Minister in an uncertainty as to how to make up his 
Budget. I do not know, Sir, what percentage of the Income Tax revenues 
derive from Bengal but it would be safe to suggest, J think, that it forms 
a very large proportion of the 'whole and far exceeds the amount returned 
to the province. Again, Sir, it should be urged that in fairness Bengal 
should receive the Jute Export Duty in full, and not a mere portion of it. 
In return, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister must undertake to put the 
Province’s own house in order. It is obvious for instance that there is a 
great deal of room for economy in expenditure under such headings as 
“Extraordinary Charges in India”, Miscellaneous and Famine. 

Now, Sir, in his Budget statement the Hon’ble Finance Minister has 
indicated that he expects an increase of Rs. 50 lakhs from the Sales Tax and 
25 lakhs from Excise. These calculations are dependent on normal condi- 
tions in trade and peace and tranquillity in the Province. With regard to 
the former we are extremely sceptical as so long as the present epidemic of 
labour strikes continues, trade cannot prosper as we all would wish. While 
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we all hope for peace throughout the Province to assist in the realization of 
the second, we feel it is optimistic to budget for more than was realized in > 
1946-47. The extension of prohibition and the continuing increase in duty 
on Spirits must one day reach the stage of killing the goose that lays the 
golden egg. In the Budget statement we have been unable to find any 
explanation of the debt position despite many references to the load of un- 
productive debt. In 1946 this debt was estimated at 46 crores and we should 
like to have a statement from the Hon’ble Minister telling us what this 
figure has now reached and what steps he contemplates taking to remedy 
the situation. We note on the other hand that there is a somewhat doubtful 
asset in the shape of outstanding Loans and Advances made by the 
Provincial Government amounting to Rs. 5 crores of which nearly 21 crores 
are outstanding on account of loans to cultivators. No progress is being 
made with the recovery of these loans to cultivators and we would like to 
suggest to the Hon’ble Finance Minister that a far stricter policy as regards 
the issue and recovery of these loans should be followed and all loans should 
be recovered when the crops are harvested in the year in which they are 
advanced. We cannot expect subventions from the Government of India 
if wo do not take proper measures to recover our own assets. We can also 
find no explanation of the foodgrains transactions during the current year 
and the account of these transactions under the head “Capital Outlay on 
Provincial Schemes of State Trading” gives no information as to how the 
loss of nearly crores during the current year was incurred. Closely allied 
to this is the expenditure on the Department of Civil Supplies which to us 
seems definitely excessive. The rationing of Calcutta alone from the latest 
figures available w’ould appear to cost about 1 crore 20 lakhs, which seems 
a very heavy price to pay for the expensive and uncertain ration received by 
the citizens* of Calcutta. We are ^ad to see that Government have taken 
up the question of economy in this Department, but this would suggest that 
what is wanted is an overhaul of the expenditure by business men with 
experience of the foodgrains trade. We would also urge that as an essential 
preliminary to this overhaul, proper trading accounts of the foodgrains 
transactions should be placed before this House. We and other Hon’ble 
Members from both sides of the House have been urging this for years 
without any apparent effect. Is it too much to hope that before the Demand 
for Extraordinary Charges is moved, proper trading accounts will be placed 
in our hands? The Department possess a well equipped financial section. 
It is surely within their capacity to produce intelligible trading accounts. 
We have noted that it is proposefl to spend a sum of Rs. T)! lakhs on refugees 
from Bihar and 6H lakhs on refugees in other parts of the Province in the 
coming year. We should like to be told, Sir, how long it is the intention 
of Government to continue to support these refugees out of Provincial 
Revenues and whether it is intended to repatriate them to where they 
originally came from. With regard to those who have come from Bihar it 
would seem reasonable to ask whether Government propose to recover this 
expenditure in part or as a whole from the Province to which they belong. 

Sir, members will doubtless remember the order in which His Excellency 
the Viceroy placed the priorities under post-war development w^hen he last 
addressed the annual meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce. 
He placed as No. 1 priority the building of Roads. It has been noted, Sir, 
that provision under the Development programme has been made on this 
account and 92 lakl\^ provided but we find that only 8 lakhs has been spent 
during the year. The excuse for this poor showing appears to be the delays 
which occur in land acquisition proceedings. It is essential that Government 
take steps to speed up the acquisition of the necessary land so that this 
work can be proceeded with expeditiously. The standard of living of the 
mofussil inhabitant can only be raised as a result of improved communica- 
tions permitting him easier means of marketing his produce and his ability 
to purchase his requirements through a better distribution of available 
supplies. 
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Sir, we had anticipated that there must have been considerable unavoid- 
)le expenditure on Famine Belief durin^r the current year but our 
Lpectations have been very considerably exceeded by the colossal expendi- 
Lre shown under the head “Famine”. Durinf? the current year this 
nounted to the sta^rgeriii”* figure of o orores 83 lakhs which substantially 
:ceeds the expenditure* incurred on this account during lfM3-44 when 
amine really existed in the Province. These figures are so s]>ectacular 
lat one must doubt whether any real control lias been exercised in the 
sbursement of this money. We hope the Finance Minister will deal fully 
ith this in his reply and satisfy the House that this money has not been 
ittered away uselessly and that to the best of his knowledge there have 
3 en no defalcations. 

I would conclude, Sir, with a warning. We have always supported as 
rongly as we could this Province's claim for financial assistance from the 
entre. That claim. Sir, is based upon the fact that this Jh'ovinci* sutVered 
0111 war conditions arising out of its position in tin* Kastern W'ar Front 
I a manner which other ])rovinces were' f(»rtunate enough to escajie. 
"e have claimed that Bengal should be placed in an eipial position with 
lese other provinces who during the war years had surplus budgets and 
ere able to accumulate large sums in ri'serve funds. Much of the expendi- 
ire in these estimates still arises out of war conditions which atVect this 
'ovince so adversely, and we agree that Government have no alternative 
it to press the Central Governimuit for ad hac subventions. The ]»rocess 
innot, however, go on indefinit(d> , and it is up to us to niaki* every possible 
ideavour to make both ends meet. We see signs in tlu‘s(‘ (‘stimates that 
lis effort is not being made. Expenditun‘ under certain heads which 1 
ive mentioned is, in our opinion, excessive. M"e (‘annot ex])ect the 
overiiment of India to continue making subventions to this provinci' if 
ir expenditure is open to criticism. J hope. Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister 
I reply will answer the criticisms and will assure* the House* that his 
overnment will take every possible st(*p during the coming \ear to cut 
)wn ex])enditure under the heads which appear to us to be o])cn to criticism. 

Mr. ASHUTOSH MALLICK : Mr. Chairman, Sir, 

Rsf l bH I '<53*1 ^ '^‘1, 

% ^ i 

<(terc^ ^ 

TO '®Tpnn ^k^TtFn ^ i 4T*^i 

’TO f4 5^, ^ f^*t^ 

31 <71^ fra I ^TO'Q TOTO 

fV, TO fTO’if 

fra tpFM 4TO tff^f^ — 

f%^i m c4T^i m i ^f^ ^ 

tra^ tftTO 5t?P5TT ^ ra%T I tfra4 C'4t^ ’I’lTO 

raf^ I 4t’5Ti 

^ TO tpR I 
tfi^ srfsR^s^ ^ i 

V^, ^ HU I ^ fWHl 

ra CH tpIHtWTOF HI I 

•iJHnnFfH STOP'S rad? HHI <11^ I fHTO 

HI rard? era CH^, Hraro nf? era '©«t hw 
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^ ^ Wftpjjs 

C^-<5f*j:qT 1 ’Ttc^ ^fifUS ^ 1C^ I ^ 

ff?TW5 1 ^Tfcw^ w 

I ^fjTtfiPF ^ITrt^TOst^r OT ^iimfCil ^5=^ I 'PFf^T *rTO 

ftr*TO ^ ^r?rT^ ^ ^ ^ spf ^ tn^ c’tnn:^ i c?*^ 'an? opi 

Whi c^rt^t^nr tr^rs <fPT ^ff^ ot i f^ f%l 

ftvi ^ftc^ %i% ^ ft sfrc^ :>o ^rt^ i Rff^ c^ 

^?r ?5rf| ^ti i c*n?*t^ f^i tn^fwra 

^ Cn Tf^l TPI 

<il^ ^ TR =RtW tn^ TO I C^ tFf*^ f^t^'Q 

?f^t^T%5F 5PT Rfc^l C^1 ’R^R ’Rf^fPT ^R | R?r I 

?OTC^ 'Q C^it'yi C?^ 5TfC^ c*fr»R ?rT|«tf^ 

I (R TO^R ^ ^Rf fTO C ^RT M ^ TC^ 

tfR (Rfffij ^1 Tfii TtTRr ^*rrf^ *rprRiffiR crom i t^i^ 'fnr^ 

^ f% ’rf^^I TO^I I ^ fro ^SfPffC'S 5^ ^5fRR 

TO? CRT (TO frofc^ I ??RR TOT ^TS C5^1 ?? ^ CTO 

TO-^ (Rl“t C5tl 5? “Rf'Q^ ^51 (Rf^” ^ ^R*fl?P (R? I «i]fTO 

Rt'©^ f^C? C^, ftf^ Rv^f^, ’f?R ^s?TOi 5frR CiR” ? 

?C<fr ^f? (R^, wf^? I RR^l , 

(Rl?^ ?R ?R ^5F RtTO fro W^ %R?? ?RTO f^'R ?TO R1 ? ?l' 

^'QRl ^ (R*f"t ^ »ftft ?r^ f%^ ?R{R? Ft^ I ?t?l ^ Rti:^, ‘‘'TT'Q^ 

=?Ri <R^ I 3rr?w ^f^i TOTffRi ^'s^i to'tfW ^R 3rfR] I ?ts5n 

?TCW^ R^?fRR (?Rl ?R? ^tSTC^fC^ C^ ’T^^TR 'il?* ^fTR '®rtf^ W^- 

^5^1? ‘^f'ftRl fRfC? TR^ ^TCTO I ^HRFt ?fC^& ?t^f% ??C? ‘il^l RR (R^*^ ??«n f% ? ^fif^l 
?5TO *rt^Kt^RR t[^ Cf ^ tfj TO'G ^^<41 f%;3TipTO ?R1 ?R ?>rfiR ^^1. 

^^RT^R ^R ?1 CTO <5? *nRTN ^ I TOfC^ ^TOT 'S 'STTOTR f^f%- 

^'Q ^31 ?? 1 *f Jlf^ TO (Rl ^ f?i:*R i ?TRftfR ^m:m ^ (Rc^ 

TO ^ (R (RlRR RR?R, (R^®RT RfTO? ^ ??? ?tTO ^ I ?T*^ 5R?FUR? TOnft 

?ff¥^ C^fl^l TO! voRRR TOff^ F?tf^ '^ftTTO I f%f^ CTOTO R'f^ ^ftRR 

C^TtW -fR^Rl^ '^tor I TO?1 ^fCT <1R: ?RTO TO Fit — 

^?*r ’fRTTO? TOtft R<^"?flR ?5’T*IOT ?tlRfi? ^5^'Q (R RfyrtfRr ;ff<n Rfc^, (R JTt^ 

^ CTO TO I (R ?tci? (RtTl (Rt? ?tTO ?r<n C^, C? (RtTO C'Rl FTO ^Rl 
?t*^l GfCR TOT1, fV f% '3(vf't=Tf%^, CTO TOTRt ??tTO TO ^ I ?tTOf1^ 

<r? f^(^*l]>l^ ?fCW ?TOR I RC^f r:^ to?? f^R, to '?f^TOR TO '^RJR ’tf?: 

R5? FCRC^ I TOC?? ?? (Rt ?CV ’Rif ?f? RTO R’r'fTRT ?1 TO (RR TOC? TOR ?tC? 

'5R ?r’^l ?? ^F^l ?R TO tr^5P?1 TO TOC?^ I TO^ f?^ TO ?T§ TO? -ilCRRR?^ 

1?^???1 1 ^1 ^1 f?TO CHtCVo? ?C^ C^IPS^ TOf, C?VTO ^?1 V5 I TOFC?R ???! 

cTO^l ® ?fiR (RC?'Q ?t*?R ?fj?'a^ ^F^T ^ ?l I TOTR fTOR ?C? ?f? (R^Fl ?^' *? TO 
TO TOTO ^5tTO ?tJ5? ’«rt^RR f?C»R C?^ TO ?1, ^ rI? TO TOR^ ?R?T? ?'STn ^ I ?t*?l 
??TO ?fmiR CTO’Tf^^'tTO TO?R '9]??R TO TO C?Rn ^t?R CSCW fk? f?f*FS 

TO TOU5?I 

<iIC?RR? (!??Wj«r?'^ I TOprtf^ TO? (R^ fefTO 

?1 <il?ftf TO ^f%Rkr^?^ '^^5TOl f%^?l <J??t'i?^??s ‘>lf??F?TO ?? ?R?^ 

OT f?^f% C?^, (R (R^ ??^ ?r^? 'BTR TO'TtfW ?m ?TO? C?Pf ?? I CTO ??W ifl? 
?^’Rl iftc?? <rtl^ I CTO tfR?? tfW ’IR 'sfR 'i|?fi5u5 C*rd^ TO? 



1947 .] 


GEISTERAL DISCUSSION OF BUDGET. 


459 


’TO I ’(tjTO I m cm cn 

m I f^i m csmn ^ ^ ^ ’ffc^ c^r*r^ 

?rnr cMc^ 'ar^’fW^r ^ cro cn cro csi ^ ^nn «(i to ^ cTO^ 

C^3f<3 TO ^tz>? I ^ ^StVinf C?t^ Ffc^ ^ OT^f, f^TT^^ra 

"Ps^n ’prtar, ^rft TOrtro fro'TOc’?^ c^i, ijj c’R ’tw 

^ c^rt^— ’fi cro 'TO topi ’ll ottc^ TO’Tj ' n 

7f*ip" TO'S TO ?1. TOT'S ?:TO I ’^TOT <lTt%TO*l^ 'sitoto CTO> 

to ’TTOtlTO ^1 ^PFT i^C^ to C’t*‘to I ’Tpyitffl^ TOCl? to- 

\fti TOf^ I toPrto cTO^ TO^ ^ 'TOTtfl ^ns to to TOf^ cto^ TO cro 

TO^ 3 f?^If I TO TOt^fro tPiTH TO^ I 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. riiainnan, Sir, in rising 
to speak a few words by way of general discussion on ilie Budget of the 
ensuing year, one only feels embarrassed and he staggers at different 
directions only to find the hopeless condition in which we are living at the 
present moment. One does not even know if in fact he is living in a society 
whose affairs are controlled or directed by any (Tovernment at all. When 
disorder, disloyalty, dishonesty, corruption, disrespi^ct, indiscijdine, ineffi- 
ciency, insubordination and negligence of one's own normal duties leading 
practically to a disruption of tin* whole structure are current from loj) to 
bottom, one feels amazed at the idea that there can be any serious talk about 
any development and harmony. Due to the various factors and events as 
have been happening in this country for some time, we liavo now been 
brought to such a stage from where it is difficult to see any ray of hope 
in spite of all sorts of vain and vague promises, ft must he so; for it has 
been truly observed by the great Indian political philosopher C’hanakya that 
where there are child leaders or w'omen leaders or too many leaders, the 
whole group must come to grief. In this unfortunate country of ours this 
is exactly the condition today. It is indeed a wmnder that neoi)le who have 
not the feast idea of respect for anybody or even for themselves are by acci- 
dent in a position pretending to guide the wdjole show. 

A Budget worth its name, is exjjected to give an account of the })ast and 
present activities showing the achievements made with the resources ])n>vided 
in order that unnecessary ex])enditure is avoided in future and that, the 
experience gained by the happenings of the i)ast and the present may be 
utilised for a proper and fair development t)f the future. And wdiiie doing 
the same and while making a provision for the su])pli(‘s of the various 
departments of the Administration the Budget keeps in view the exiiected 
revenue in order that it may be able to cut its coat according to its cloth. 
When it aims at meeting the various demands of the (Country it should also 
see that useless or unjustified expen«liture is not sought to he ineiirred. 
This can only be done when the people in charge of an administration are 
alive to their sense of responsibilittes .so that the powder vested in them can 
be utilised in such a manner that a situation is either not created, or at 
least avoided, for which public money may not have to lie wasted. It is a 
pity that in this unfortunate province of ours, we find just the reverse state 
of affairs. Here the situation has either been directly and willingly created 
or at any rate has been indirectly and through connivance introduced, for 
which a large amount of public money has been w^asted wdiicli, if avoided, 
could have been utilised for better an(i much more productive purposes. 

We find, how^ever, that money has been spent for unproductive projects 
and .savings have been effected by not putting into operation useful schemes 
and some of these have now^ been abandoned. 

While the Hon’ble Finance Minister has sought to congratulate himself 
by observing that in the current year, there lias been ver> little death due 
to malaria and such other diseases, he conveniently forgets that there are 
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very few people left to die of sucli diseases when in fact due to the culpable 
negligence of the Ministry, they died in hundreds and thousands due to what 
happened from the month of August, 1946, onwards in many places of the 
province, specially in Calcutta, Noakhali, Tippera and Dacca. It is a pity 
that the Governor who is ultimately responsible under the Act and the 
Instrument of Instructions for the good government of the province and in 
whose name all orders are issued, has been misled and misguided by his 
advisers. A Commission of Enquiry to examine the last August happenings 
in Calcutta has since been set up. Although nothing can be said against 
the personnel, I, for one, have no faith in any post-mortem examination 
causing waste of time, energy and money unless it leads to the cessation 
of all such events in future. It was reported that some responsible honourable 
gentlemen including some of the Scheduled Castes visited the disturbed areas 
of East Bengal. It is a pity that w^hile some of them described wdiat they 
themselves saw indicating the losses suffered by the Scheduled Castes their 
own members in provincial and Interim Central Government securing their 
apj)oiiitments through the generosity of the Muslim League, did not even 
venture to utter a single word about them. Nay, they even said just the 
contrary. 

As the time is very short, it is no use going into details. But one cannot 
ignore Ihe happenings of the Civil Supplies Department. At a time when 
people are beset wuth various difficulties no serious attempt has been made to 
see that they get even their barest minimum household requirements. We 
have had all sorts of stories told about what is hap])ening in this department 
amongst the officers and also non-officials from the highest to th(‘ lowest 
and if even 1 per cent, of all that we hear is at all correct, it is extremely 
unfortunate. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has sermonised in the end that since they 
are on the project of rendering the best and highest stwvices to the masses, 
they should get active co-operation and support from every shade of public 
opinion. We have yet to wait and perhaps to w'ait in vain for any such 
thing being actually put into operation. The future is unknowui but we 
know what has happened in the past and we see what is happening in the 
present and if present and past is any indication of the future it may not be 
wrong if we feel that our future is equally hopeless. 

At a time when the experience and judgment of the officers of His 
Majesty’s Government should be utilised to the best advantage of the 
province, they are being demoralised to the extreme and politics of the W’orst 
type are being infused into their minds. The powers that be have been led 
to utilise them for their party and political propaganda. I have been told 
of cases, when officers refused to carry out such ’ unwdiolesome wdshes 
whispered into their ears, they w’ere threatened wdth dismissal or transfer 
to penal stations. The promotions of deserving officers have also been held 
up for such considerations. Again, when they require more officers on a 
permanent basis, they have not been able to make the appointments 
although recommendations from the Public Service Commission have been 
pending for over a year for many such services. They did not even hesitate 
to alter the recommendations of the Divisional Heads in making appoint- 
ments to the Registration Department only to accommodate the sons and 
relations of old and new party members. 

If along with the various difficulties, experienced by the people, we 
consider the political situation of the country we shall find ourselves in a 
still more hopeless coftdition. I do not desire to dilate upon the various 
aspects of this subject. For the present, however. I should content myself 
by making a mention of the pitiable lot of the poor Scheduled Castes who 
have been suffering as a result of the various mischievous propensities of 
different political organisations in the country. After a long struggle they 
were sought to be given some status by the decision of a sympathetic Premier 
of the British Empire in September, 1932, while all of a sudden there sprang 
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up a few mushroom leaders from amongst the Scheduled Castes themselves 
to play to the tune of the Congress leaders who had an agreement entered 
into at Poona modifying the Award a few weeks after its announcement. 
There were at least some thoughtful members of the Scheduled Castes who 
did not hesitate to pronounce that this agreement at Poona would give a 
death blow to the political existence of the Scheduled Castes for all time to 
come. However, the Government of India Act was promulgated in 1935. 
The elections of the Scheduled Castes have been held on a joint electorate 
basis with other Hindus and we see the results of such joint elections. Most 
of the representatives that the Scheduled Castes have got in the various 
Legislatures all over India have not been chosen by them but by the 
Congress. The Cabinet Mission of the British Government which came to 
this country only a few months ago did not think it worthwliile to make any 
mention of the Scheduled Castes in their plans and one of them did not 
hesitate to make a statement in l^arliament that they were assured by 
Congress that the interests of the Scheduled Castes would be well looked 
after by that body. What a wonderful conclusion ! J do not understand 
the logic of all this. If any represenlation is at all to be given to any 
particular section of the community, they must be allowed the facility to 
choose their own rej)reseniatives. If, on the other hand, someone else from 
outside has to choose representatives of the Scdieduled ('astes, I do not know 
how such representatives can at all be called the rt'presentatives ol the 
Scheduled (Pastes. It is better not to give them any representation if this 
is the way of giving them a representation. I had occasion to meet a few' 
stalw'art leaders of the Bengal (Congress W'ho frankly admit I imI that this plan 
of the Cabinet Mission had been based on the suggestions of the Congress 
and the Muslim League. We know that the Muslim licague was bus\ wdih 
their own affairs and they could not — and they did not — make mention of 
any other community of India. The last General Elections all over India 
have given the Scheduled (Pastes representatives of a very novel character. 
Some of them are reported to have said tliat it was due to unbounded charity 
of the Congress that they could get into the Provincial L(*gislatures and they 
were right. The fact remains, how'cver, that such an atteni])t as has been 
practised wall not lead us to any satisfactory solution of i\\\ our difficulties 
and it is apparent that the future of the Scheduled Castes is hoi)elessly gone. 
But w'e find that while the activities of the Congress have struck at the root 
of the political existence of the Scheduled Castes, the activities of the other 
organisation, namely, the Muslim League, have (!ut at their physical and 
moral existence absolutely 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Mullick, your time, is up. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: May 1 have one minute more? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: J am sorry I cannot allow' any extra time because it 
will cut into the time of another honourable member. AVill you kindly 
resume your seat ? 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Thank yon, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. (’hainnan, Sir, I do not feel very 
much encouraged to take part in the budget discussion, not because we 
cannot help by making friendly criticisms and suggestiorjs, hut after ten 
years’ experience in this House we feel that our criticisms and suggestions are 
neither accepted with good grace nor can they improve upon the unsatisfactory 
budgetary polic}^ of this Government. 

Sir, before I enter into the merits and demerits of the budget I w'ant 
to draw' pointed attention of this Government to the fact that there are still 
a very large number of political prisoners, convicted political prisoners, 
connected with the August 1942 movement rotting in jails, whereas in other 
provinces there are none so to speak. 
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My friend Mr. Mullick remarked that Government have become very 
notorious for inefficiency (A voice from Opposition benches: Only for 
that?), for corruption, for nepotism and jobbery. I do not think. Sir, that 
I can improve upon the remark that my friend made. Budget will do 
nothing. Allotments for nation-building works will do nothing, if really 
your Government are not honest, your Government are not efficient and if 
you cannot really eradicate the evils of corruption. 

Sir, I was not present when my friend Sree Jadabendra Panja was 
speaking on the budget, but. Sir, I appreciated very much his remarks 
which appeared in newspapers that the Civil Supplies Department may be 
better described by calling it ‘ha Criminal Non-supply Department”. 
Today — this morning — 1 saw hundreds of persons including ladies and 
femaies waiting tor mustard oil at the junction of Sadananda Road — 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: What is the difference between 
“ladies” and “females”? (Laughter.) I want to know that. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: What I mean, Sir, is that they were 
w^aiting there at the junction of Sadananda Road and Haldarpara Road from 
3 in the early morning till 10, but all of them were not supplied with mustard 
oil. It has ‘been very difficult for people to carry on if they have to spend 
so much time in procuring mustard oil. Our lives here have become very 
miserable under the League Government. 

Now Sir, in the budget allotments I find that some special allotments 
have been made for Muslim education. We do not grudge it. I say that 

these grants are not very adequate, but wduit we say is that you should allot 

more for Muslims and Scheduled castes, but at the same time you allot 
something for (The Hon’ble Mr. Sitamsuddin AhmUd: For Caste Hindus?) 
Caste Hindus. The Finance Minister was telling us that the cause of the 
deficit budget was due to dislocation of business and industry and disruption 
of normal trade activitiss due to war causes and also due to the Niemeyer 
Award. My friend Mr. Ghose elaborately^ dealt with it and pointed out the 
inaccurate statements that the Finance Minister made regarding the 
Niemeyer Award. But as regards the causes of tlislocated business 
and industry and disruption of normal trade I wmuld submit 

and I w^ould ask the Finance Minister to closely analyse the 

financial position of Bengal from the year 1943-44 up to this day. He will 
find there that the revenue receipts were increasing every year from 1943 
up till 1945-4(1. The revenue receipts in 1943-44 were 23 crores and 71 lakhs 
of rupees; in 1944-45 it was Rs. 39 crores and 39 lakhs; in the year 1945-46 
it was Rs. 45 crores and 50 lakhs. There was a sudden fall in the revenue 
during the year 1946-47. The estimated revenue was Rs. 42 crores and 
50 lakhs but the re^ed revenue receipt w^as Rs. 38 crores and 73 lakhs. But 
then even though there w^as a fall in the revenue in 1945-46 it was almost 
one and half times the revenue that accrued during the year 1943-44. It 
was more than the revenue that accrued during the year 1945-46. So we 
cannot say that our revenue was much affected by such dislocation and dis- 
ruption of trade, industry’^ and business. Though the province might have 
suffered from some dislocation we have seen that members opposite and the 
Ministers and their families thrived by pursuing trade, business and industry. 
It has been said, Sir, that for want of funds, for want of resources, good 
schemes could not be w^orked up. I will point out, though it is not possible 
in the short time available to point out all the schemes but I will point out 
a few of them, and y«u will find that these budget allotments are also very 
misleading. From the budget allotments you may be elated at lump and 
good allotments, but you will find that they are seldom appropriated and 
that they are not spent. You will find at page 49 that for Emergency 
Irrigation Work and “Grow More Food” scheme, provision was made for 
1 crore and 53 lakhs, but only Rs. 55 lakhs were spent. If you turn to 
page 50 of the Red Book you will find Rs. 2 crores and 20 lakhs was budgeted 
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for, for widening the bed of the Kalighai river, but only Rs. 1 crore and 
21 lakhs was spent. In this way, Sir, if you turn to page 52 you will find 
re-excavation of derelict irrigation tanks-^ — 

(At this stage the meinl)er having reached the liuie-limit resumed his seat.) 

Wr. J5HARFUDDIN AHMED: Sir, the Civil Budget Estimates of Bengal 
for 1947-48 have very ably been introduced by the youngest Finance Minister 
of India. Of course, everybody sitting opjmsite knows thal we sliall have to 
vote for the demands that have been })ut forward before us. But that does 
not mean that we are debarred from making our eoinments or giving our 
constructive suggestions regarding the budget at least for future years. But 
before doing that I must say that we, as new membtMs of this House, were 
expected to be eiilighttuied and to receive guidance fn)ni tlie experienced 
members sitting on the opposite. Yesterday 1 came with great expectation 
that leaders of the Op])osition certainly would maki‘ comments on the budget 
whicii will be certainly instructive to tlie members of the House. J tried to 
hear them with rapt attention and I must say that my yound friend sitting 
opposite, Mr. Biinal Fomar (those, tri(‘d his best to jirestmt a faithful picture 
of his study of the budget, and for that 1 congratulate him. Bui ilie only 
remark that 1 should make about that siHHH*h is that the speech lu' made here 
on the floor of the House was not very much suited for the occasion. 
Probably he forgot that he was speaking on the floor of the Bengal Assembly. 
It ap])eared from the whole of his learned sju'cch that he made before the 
House as if it was a briefed s})eech for the (lovernmeiit of India, but we are 
not here to defend tlie Government of India. We are lu'ie to improve upon 
the budgetary policy of the Government of Bengal. Of course the spirit in 
which^lie has approached the subject is laudable and 1 believe he has a bright 
future before him. 

But, Sir, I must say that my disappf)intment was very very great with 
respect to the speech that 1 heard from the gn‘at leader of the Hindu 
Mahasabba, Dr. Syumaprasad Mookerjee. He is well known as a great 
leader of the Hindu Mahasabha, and it is also well known that lie (jontrols 
the destinies of the premier University of India, i.e., the ('alcutta University. 
And as an ex-Finance Minister of Bengal he has also had great experience 
of the budgetary position of this Government, and, as such, we exy)ected a 
better and more able guidance from liim. Of course, 1)y making this remark 
1 do not mean to say that he did not say anything good. 1 must admit that 
he raised many points which were very good. Unfortunately, however, we 
could not appreciate them on account of his eagerness fr)r abusing the 
members on this side of the House. By doing so, Sir, he has spoiled his 
great speech. I do not know wdiat points he wanted to develop in his 
speech. Perhap.s he came here not to make a bmlgad, speetdi hut to compete 
with his friends in the Uongress just to see whether he could abuse the 
Muslim Jieaguers more than the (ongress members could do. As a new 
member I felt that he was vying with bis friends in the Congress to abuse 
us. So from that point of view 1 should congratulate him that he has made 
a very good speech for the purpose of propaganda on behalf of the Hindu 
Mahasabha. Whatever that be. Sir, 1 leave it there. 

Sir, I find that the blue light is now on and I must say a few words by 
way of comments on tlie budget. I shall touch upon one item regarding the 
police budget. The Finance Minister had to admit in Ids budget speech 
that in the current year’s budget the police expenditure had to he augmented 
considerably as he had to spend eight lakhs more, and in the next year’s 
budget there is an additional provision of seventy-five lakhs for the prilice. 
Sir, it is fresh in the memory of everybody that the Calcutta police was 
conspicuous during the great Calcutta riot by theii alisolute inaction. 
About that, Sir, everybody knows. It was expected that in times of 
troubles and dangers when life and property of the people are in danger the 
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police who pe real custodians of life and property ought to have been more 

active than in times of peace . (At this stage the member having reached 

the time-limit resumed his seat. ) 

Wr, MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA : Mr. Chairman, Sir, 

fei fro 

ciT5^ I tv^rfOT ^ 

fiFi ^srpi?] c*r^ ^ i 

^ I cwt'^n? (?;^ to ^ 

w^prt^ft^'f wx fVf^ mn i ^ ^iot wst T?n 

to fV ’B(pmT TO— ^ l*u5T^ m^ru5 ^ 

C5TPF ^3^^ <3f^ “c<j"pT »rT3n:^ ^ fto:^ 

^ #r%?r 3T1 «rTTOf cmp¥ cwt^ ^n, t[m ^ 

f^ 5 i:b^i 3ff^\Q Ration Shopi]^ ^rTTO ^ ^tfOT 

5f3T ^1 3n?r-— ^<t?[ c^ m mm ton cto tovi ^ i ^ 

c^ cscm ^ptrlw \ ^srto^i c^tstn^ m toN to (?n 

arfiRN C55T m ^Tl I "SRVtClJ ^PPTt^fN^t 

m<m TOf^rN^f tr^Hi to ^VR Trfir^ to i fro to 

fV ^'ftoc'T fV m ^to m^m c^Tt^ 3?i i 

TOc^ 3ft^ o:) c^ri5 5PF toi ; to tor 'Sit ^Nrr^ 

^51 ci^ TOs^trm^Ttt— to nton w^tt to «nb tot^ sc c^r15 c to i 

vii^ Mf% TO TOT^im'N m^fN to :>o (?ptt toN ori mto toini^ i 
C*R1 ^t^ftUTN W^TT 3Tt^*--3if^ C^ C^^TN «RTOH TO ^\ to 

msm 3ift3(vQ^ to R m] 'brt c^ to m w c 5 Assembly? 

TO CTO m ??to (PR— c? <tf?3rH to ^ ton c?r^i m^s 

w V? TO (pro TOrc^ c? to ??Nf c?n v? toito'N w^tt c?t 

toi '^N^ ^1 VC? I to ?TO^ tore?? ?c?t (?f?i ?tc? c? ^nh ??cif? ^?t m vcto 

ent tor's ?i to w to to^tt ?t?c? ?fc?c^? i ?t^^ ?TO?r 

4?cm toN ?f? TO?l ^?TrrTOn ?^f? to TO?1 Agricultural irrigation tn?f% 

?rc^ ^'T (N toi ??r^ TOtor?, TO <to ?(pFrftoi m ??5 ?fc?c^i w??r?N"t ton?? 

top ^fro ?N^ c?R? ^ \ 5 tci!? ^ton VC? I c?r^Nr#r onr— “vn, (TONp? 

i5torc?? «RT, ^to ^^jf%? TO toi ??r?r 5p?f|r' to ?rc^ m ^??n to ton c^i 
^? i o c^ m, TO ?rc^i:^ ??r^ toi v? ’ito? to f%^?i to tot f?TO^N ^7 1 ?rc^ 
(Pr ^C?rr§ toi ??5 ?R ^1 VCTO ?to c?t ? c?# to^N vc?! ^toi? TOs ?ni 
5CTO '’^to^ 0*1 ^ to 'ii?’ General Administrationiii ??5 TO vero '“rto^ 
TOT'S ^0 ^r^ toi I TOPsrrr? ^f^-sr^sr?? ?ncw? to toi w ?i toi tor f?'src^ to 
<ito toc^N ^?T ?i ^9j\ toi TO 15 ^N '*Tf%f?«* <NF ?Nm ?rTO ?^?R ^to^srl? 
f?cTOf I 'mf? ?rTO ?to's^ ?rc«i^ c? ?^'c^r^tc? ?T^5n orn? ^ ?^"TOrTO— ‘iit to 
TOT ^f? I vfi$ ?rc«rclN ?r^f^ <1?? to?n to cmS\v f???]? toN 

TOI ?'sr??Ri c?f 2 ft? ^?'c?c®^ c^c?' Development Scheme ?r?? 

ii88-8c TOT CTOfTC^ ? C?rrf to, :>^8C-8* TOT CTOlC^ Ir C?l15 toi ^?^ i^Svb-S*! TOT 
ctotor 5011 c^rl^i to ‘►(pprf toi ^Ni (Pitot ??5 ?to5 to?? f?i crol? 

?r??i c?cTO TOrr?N?c?^ ?rvr?T ?n?n to 5011 to cro? to tr^i to **m 
TOrr?T c^ 2 ?N ^ro?"c?cTOr to ??f ?n?n evr-ro ?rcTOi 1 f?f^ to^ 

frotC? to^l VC?C^ <4?* ?T? TOPNf ?N1 vcvo^ ^ frf ???1 C?^ I 

?t’TOr TO?? ?RT irrigation tankv 2 i? t!fC?tV*T C?1^l ?t?? 00 toi 

??C5? ?I?T1 to— Ms ^ttn c??^ ?^?t'6 TOi??f? I errs^N ^totitosn 
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Education ^ % ^frocir ^ Cft 

^ ^ffk?rc^; Medical ^ «rt sr^ 

^0 ^pm cT^"t ^ ^irr^ f% 1 wtf% cwsrtu tr^ ^ 

cmm ^lOb c^ ij^p ^rrc^ ^rc<i c^ 's^b ntcsr, «rtf^ »pr^ 

^cTf^ I Anti-malaria Society^ c irO ^ fH, '5tTO<rr 0 ^ \rO ^fwTCH 

^ ^ I Agriculture 0 ^ ^1 OT%T (TI^ITC^ ^ STV 9fW^ 

^pm C^“f"t ^1 Industry 8 ^ ^ 

[At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.] 

Mr. AHMED KABIR CHOWDHURY: Mr. (’hairman, I rise to support 
the Budget Esliinule for 1047-48. In going to do so, I nuist find out the 
reason why my friends on the opposite are so veluMiient in tlieir eloquence in 
criticising the budget which is so justly and equitably pre])ared under so 
many adverse circum stances. These honourable gentlemen w'ant change of 
Government and not the independence of the province as they declare. 

Now, Sir, let me turn to the budget provision item by item. Under the 
development scheme wdiich involves Itl.crores no j)rovi8ion has been made for 
(diittagong division as a whole. This is very regrettable. 1 think this is 
due to lack of foresight and efficiency of our young Finance Minister. Real 
Bengal lives in villages. The improvement of Bengal means the improve- 
ment of rural villages. 1 invite the Hoirble Finance Minister to go to these 
areas to see personally how these ])eople are labouring under so many adver- 
sities du(^ to war, tlood and so many other natural or man-made calamities. 
If these ]K‘ople are given a chance 1 can give him this assurance that these 
people now deserted and neglecte<l will play a very important part in 
moulding the destiny of Pakistan Government in future. The great river 
Karnafully has been silted up as the flow of rain water has ])een obstructed 
by so many training bunds erected on the mouth of the river — say about 20 
— for the improvement of the Port. The Karnafuly railway bridge too 
obstructs the (uisy How. These two factors are tin* main causes of devasta- 
ting flood in Uhittagong. Our Hon’ble Chief Minister with r)(liei- technical 
advisers including (diief Engineer, Irrigation, i)ersonally saw the river and 
I thouglit some provision will ])e made to train the whole river up to 
Rangamati so that recurring flood may not occur «levaslating half of 
Chittagong. Th(>re will be flood every year and several times in one season 
as nobody can stop rain. 

1 am really surprised that in spite of r(‘])eatiMl re])resentations no provision 
has been made in the budget for excavating the Garal Kbal which has been 
completely blocked owing to change of course of Sangu river in the last flood 
which has rendered 21 sq. miles of paddy field completely unfit for cultiva- 
tion at a loss of 2 lakhs of maunds of paildy in these <lays of food shortage. 

Sir, due to separation of Burma and due to War about bO thousand 
Chittagong people have beam thrown out of employment. Again one lakh 
of people is going to be thrown out of employment from ('hittagong Hill 
Tracts owing to the arbitrary admini.st ration of the Deputy Commissioner 
of the district under instruction of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal. 
He has introduced so many rules whicli have denied all rights of citizenship 
to all Bengali people going there. He is freely interfering with the Muslim 
religion by interfering in their law of inheritance. All constitutional means 
of redressing those wrongs have failed. These are the true ])ictures of 
Chittagong. Roads are all damaged due to heavy military traffic and last 
flood but none to see to their repairs. Relief sent but the distribution is as 
bad as anything. Cow^ epidemic is here and there but District Authorities 
are very very callous about supervision as they do not get pressure from the 
respective Ministers who never care for this detached part of the province. 
You know, Sir, Cox’s Bazar is the only natural sanitorium in Bengal but as 
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the place happens to he in Chittagong the Hon’ble Finance Minister could not 
think of establishing a sanitorium there. There is one medical school in 
the whole Division 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA GUHA ROY : Mr. Chairman, Sir, ^ 

’mN TO general discussion^^T ’TTO TOC^TtFTl 

item TOr^TtFTI I 

50 C^rf5 TO lilTOTO 85 

8ft I C^I ^ Tj?-^ 50 TOT 8ft 

^?TO TOTtTOC^l^ TO TOT I TOC'^' 50 

8ft ^ ^3 iS'j 

^ TO <il5r^ ’TO I TOlT^fHffl ^ vlt^ 

™ I ^tro 

TO UPTt'jn I C>Tt ’Pra ? trJ TOBf^ criticism^?! 

(TT^TOT^ main point i 50 oftf a 8ft ; (Tit 

^ ta TOi ’Tt^ TOcw^, TO fro; toi i c?to 

5#TO TOf^ TO a TO^ TOItTOC'H CTO TO- 

’rtTOcl^ TOn f^^fTO fro TOC^ i Meston Award 

C^, Neimeyer Award^^ ^ TOt^f% TOtc*f^ Finance Minister^]^ cTO? '©iPTfw l 
fro 50 CFtf 8 c c^rte oo ^ c^tit ^ cto toc^ i 

TOT'S CW C^, ^foTOS C^ I CTOf^ 

TO’TtTOC't^ CTO TOTO C^ ^'QTO C’tCTO^ TOT^ mW 9 

C^ I 

^ TO c^ TOT^ TOfOT youngest Finance Minister 
^•SiTO fen TOnc’T^T ’ItTOT TO^ TOT TOlf^ (?t ^PTlvS^iricH^ f*tc^ 

fro CTTOF (TOH CTO '^'^5 TO OTTO I fes 5158*^ ’TtC^ TO ^tCW^ C’H TOl'^ 

apTR ’TS^ 'S ’1"’!^ ^TOC^ I ^tWC^ OTvStC^ OT*f 5LCb!^, 

ft^’I C^TOl OrC’®f ’PI^ 'S ’Tt^V fiTO l ’PT^ CTOjM' 1 ' C^ ptc^ 

^ c^t^ ’FTO TO^, ^tOT fe^ TO I «rtf3r CF^ ’prtTO fe 

5 ? 5 tf| ^ ; «rtf^ ^ c«^ g, g ^tf- 

5 \ 5 n '8 TOr«t' TOto ^Ttcwc^ ^1 c^c^ RTO I ws'tT l^rfaRi 

'8 w *r 5 T ( 7 i ’pra ^f%*t ^fetTO FtTOm to TO^ ^ ^ 

^G TOto ^ ^ ^fen fro 

^ jTff^ TOW^ ^1 irresponsible police mj surgeant fehf studentor^ TOrtJnTO 

'U^Jtoc^, ^tro ?rtc^^ revolver cTO ^ fe^ TOt^ ^stro TOf TO'8 TO 'S TOi 
TO TOC^ 1 Police Departmental^ f^, c*m ^«T (Tli^ WTO 

I (TTTO '8 fen, 'S fro^ ^pfe?! Ito C^TO ^fTO?f 

firfe vs ^^*4" <lfel^ ^3^ fet^ TOTO W5TT ’rfSR^TO^ TOtTO'Pl fei> fes 

TO I 'ilt ^fro? ^ TOtm fw TO^, ^ WPm wro I5t^ l Finance Minister 

WfeTO ^fe l? «il^N <if%TO ^g^rapj^ \3 wt'tT^ f^ TO C*TTO=T ? ^tTO TO C^ 

oommunalismo!!^ fe ^"cwc^, C’l^ fw TOTC^ ? tot TOw^ OT C5TO1 

^ TOCW few TO 1 Wprrn to ^ <1W CTOF W5«tT ^[few 

^cwc^ ^?nw cwwi i 
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Civil Supply Departments ^ ^ I ortf^ 

^ T^tcs m, TO 'q to s^ ?prf^ w «rmnr 

cTO^ ^1 ^ITO m ^610 ^mrr i^biio fetro fro 

c^fni c*ff^ c^ </<*fifl o crtf^ fei4'i w^n 

^5tf^ ^ ? sm 5tu5 s^ c*frl^ iPR\5t? I c^ft^ finh^i 

^ (?Ktc^ ^ C^ ^ C^TfTOT fro CTO arrangements i c^ 

<im^, ck^ cm to irrigations^ totoi (tHI TO 

irrigation ^ ^ OT c^, s^ research 5i?i CTO ^sfTO:^ iR 

>iTOtC5? m c^ wtr^ I ^Tc^ c^ ^ scheme cv^ ^itr^, ^ 

CmR CTO^ m ^ TO I C*fTO TO VTtRfTOr TO TO^ ; TO^TO, ^ 

^i3t5tC^, bs^rt^oTC^ i CTOT'Q ^’® ^ ^nit?n ^ develop" 

ment scheme i ^ ^ I ^»H<ic‘r'< cJR; fm cvfr^ 

«(j>ic^ I s^ cTO c^’f^ I ^ c^tC4‘^ ijt^i squander 

TO? W st TO^ S?^ document of squandering money right and left i ?5 ^tTO ?tfiT7 
TOf C^ 'iit young Finance Ministers? ?r?i ^ ?t??t? ^ TO?i ck^ \ ^ f%f;T cir^ 

c??tc? ^ I €t? f?m c?^t? c?^ ; TO? c*fTO ?r5T^ '©? f%f^ ?f^5TCTO i 

€t? W51 ^tr?, 1%^ ft^tTO ?i TO? ‘rr*OT ?t^ c?^ i f%1? c? ?trw^” 

TOft^ TOCW?. commimalisms? ?^*r%^ faf? CFC?^ ?tTO; TO?? f? i s? ?R 

«tC?F C^^ ?TO5 ?rC? I fv^*??TO? '^??t?T?? ?TOf C??tC? f?f?\5^C? ?^ BR ?fC? '!(??'' 

fro^, C?TO ^^>ft?t ?tc^?f?f? ?T?^ 55TC^ C*r'S?1 TOt? '3 TOI^ I btTOTO:?? ’TTOT? fro 
fn 1?t% ?T?^ ?^?U5 ^c? I 1%f? c? ?tcT7t?t?t? ^ s^ c?t^tTO ?tcBn:t? TOrt^ toci^? , c?t^ 
?tTO? W?'3 S^S?® S?^ communal ?T1TO TO^ C?T? 5"? €t? 1 5TO I TOc?f ^TOfTO 

5t?TOt^, TO?H ^TTO? W?T separate arrangement to?f communal T?mi? 
majority community? tot safeguards? ^tnisTC?? *3 '®rTO?"'iit? tot 

?fiR3^ 3 ?3?1 I 

Mr. MAHAMMAD SAYEED MIA : TO%f®^’M>m,?Tt?,?r;*Ti ???TO? 

??tl? ?c?^ !pr ft??? ?Ff^ ?«.TO? c? ?ti:^ c’M ’d??tr^ tst^i? tot ^tc?? TO?t? frof^ i 

?t^iTt? R? 'JTtf??F ???Tt? TO ^1 ^TOI ?tCBr^ ^5?t ???! ?«? ?r5mi TO ^ ?1 | 

f%t??TCBrc^ c?# ^T?n ?tl7f^ c*r?l^^k^*i i TO? ?dTO f‘-'t?i ?fTOc^?, ^Irs t5tv«t 

K t yn^ i yw ? TOT TO? TO^f?*F TO?1 3 CT^ ‘5t^?'’c?C'^ ?1^ ?TO-?T?n TO?? TOU 

TO? TOC?? c?^? c?tc?TO 3 5^o?-ob TO!? fron? c?tcwtf ?f;?i TOTO? ?tcBrdj ?v 
TO? ?? ?TO ?tf??tc^ I ?tTO ^^ibPn W! ’trdj? v^3 ?t^?1 OTTO TORF 

?f^??i?p^ ?t?i 5t?tr^ 1 st c?tc?TO 3 TO?r? toit? ?i ?^Ttc? ?tcBrd> ?« 

?1 1 TOT? TO 5? ?T;?1 ???TO? ?TOBrc^ ’?r?t ^3?T? t[TO 3 ?? TO? VCF^ 

fOTt^t Brf??Tlt 1 st ?^^-!J?t? ?T?1 5C0 ?TO ?f??l ?I^5Tt? 3 BR?T*f1?C?? 

tr?? c?# c??fij ^ tori BR?t?T?C?? f^ 'Q ?RTtC?? ??T ?^?'c?C‘i?? ^f?C? ?1 f^f?l ?TO^i? 
f?TO??T?? 3 tr^ ?^-C?TO BTfro?? f??TC^ I btI??!??? t[TO S^ ?C?'? ?f% TOt?jt 

?to?'R«TO ?TBR f??tc^ I ?TO^ tpron 3 ? 5 r?tfto 5 ?r 5 5 tos ?^ TO?t? brt 

3 fw, TOT 3 BRT '5r5?'r?C'^ ???TC? V^5 ’Tt^TO ?f?TO ^ 

f??TO^fTO^ I TO S^ ??3 Br??T tr?l '9 tfTO ?^ C?T?C?? TOlT? ?^t?t? f«R ?r(ynit n g 

tjTO HiTOtft s^ Brf^TOf?TO Brf??T^ tr?i ^w?? ??t cto ’?'t^? otstit? tr*J^ 

TO? ?1 1 ?T'TO t[^ CTO3 3 ■ft© ?tRt? *TO?1 W ^TO?T 

3 ^TO>r C!r?*t ^JS?! ^tf?TO ?^0n5?^<Tf^ ?TO fW, 5!^ 3 TO?TO JR? 
?f?TO 5tc^ ??" ?tTO ?f^ ?T?! S^ 'TTto-’ftf^^ 3 Tr-^TO^ tFTTO^ ^RT 

TOR SPF ^ ??t?r TO? t??RR ?«T?? ?tTOT ?3?'t?TO? TOITOw ?fiT?1 

^W? TO!t?Tf? 4'r?CW|? I ^ iftO ?TO ?fTO ??'f^Jl S^ tfTO ?R 3 TO?' 
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^PR f%5tc^t ’5rt%Tn^ i €t?rf?rt^ ^pfptpt tprt^^ f*w?r 

’prtTO ^ w 'flu's <^1^ 5t^ 5prrwc^ f^, ’^trr 'q %w 

^prs^r ^c^'cih i or to <rj 

<ft;?=T ^fro (7T fro csprm^ i TOfm^ 'SRiprt^r 

(71 'i\'^ f%f^ 'ilt ^RTt®t 'S BRT tH^ TOTl ?Ff??n 'Q 

^TOT fffl, ^ W^TT lf^ 

^ ^?RI 

Mfi BIMAL CHANDRA SINHAs Mr. Chairman, Sir, I had no intention 
to take part in the general discussion of the Budget at this fag end of the 
day or to deliver a lecture to empty benches, but I thought that it would be 
better to deliver a lecture to empty benches than to the deaf ears that are 
always turned to us by the Ministry that is now in office. 

Well, Sir, in his brilliant speech the honourable member representing 
the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce exposed the hollowness of the 
budget that has been presented to the House and described it as a communal 
and bankrupt budget. I shall. not travel over that ground again. 

Sir, what staggered me when I was listening to the speech of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister, was the concluding portion of his speech. Tliere he has 
said: ‘‘An examination of the Budget which I have just placed before the 
House will, I am sure, clearly show how earnestly we are endeavouring to 
utilise this opportunity to the best advantage of the Province.’’ When I 
heard him, I could not really trust myself. If, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has used those words in the sense which is called in Sanskrit a 
particular type of which implies that the positive means the 

negative then I must congratulate him: But if he has meant these words 
seriously, I must say that hypocrisy cannot go further. If you compare the 
statement of the Hon’ble Minister with the one he made last year while 
presenting the last year’s Budget — if you compare the statements of these 
two years — you wdll find that the promises that he held out last year, all 
those promises have been broken. These promises have been kept more in 
breach than in fulfilment. What he has done this year is that he has further 
pushed Bengal to economic and financial ruin, and now he has found in the 
Niemeyer Award a scapegoat and a plea under the cover of which he wants 
to scjuander away the finances of Bengal. What are the promises he held 
out last year and how many of them he has fulfilled? 

vSir, the time at my disposal is short, and so I cannot here adequately 
depict the picture of corrupton, bungling, miscalculation and what not. 

Sir, under the head “Irrigation” he promised 30 lakhs for improvement 
of derelict irrigation tanks, but he could spend only 19 lakhs this year. He 
provided 70 lakhs for the execution of the Mor Irrigation Project but only 
58 lakhs could be spent this year. 

On Agriculture the total Development expenditure was budgeted for 41 
lakhs but actually it was only 27 lakhs that he could spend. 

Sir, I find from the Budget of this year that the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has been successful 3hly in one scheme — in connection with agricultural 
improvement, and that is connected with the scheme of multiplication of 
goats. I sincerely congratulate the Finance Minister on the success he has 
achieved in multiplying goats all over the province. 

Sir, I come now to Industries. This year Government sanctioned for the 
development of Cinchona Rs. 3,39,000 and the Revised Estimates show that 
only Rs. 33,000 has been spent. That is the way in which you are going 
to combat malaria. 
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As regards development of Fisheries, Government provided this year for 
the Fisheries Department Ks. 8,30,000, but the Revised Estimates show that 
only Rs. 75,000 has been spent, I do not know if there was any necessity 
of spending the balance to still the troubled waters elsewhere. 

Then, Sir, I may refer to the North Calcutta Rural Electrification Scheme. 
The budgeted amount for this scheme was Rs. ‘20 lakhs but only 5 lakhs 
was spent. 

For the reorganisation of the Textiles Institute at Serampore Rs. 4,34,000 
was provided but the amount spent is nil. 

As regards Medical budget I find that for the conversion of the Dacca 
Medical School into Dacca Medical College the amount budgeted avus 
R s. 6*84 lakhs but what was the actual amount spent ^ It exceeded the 
budgeted amount by 5 lakhs and this year a provision has been made lor 
13 lakhs more on that account. But, Sir, what about tlu‘ Campbell Medical 
School!^ For conversion of the Campbell Medical Scliocd into a Medical 
College nothing was budgeted and nothing was spent last year on the plea 
that so long as buildings are not available it is not necessary to ])rovido 
anything in the Budget. But what are the provisions that have been made 
under Civil Works for these* tw’o colleges: I may quote the words of the 
Hoii’ble Finance Minister himself. For the convmsion of the Canqdiell 
Medical School into a Medical College with 1 01) additional beds and the 
establishment of infectious diseases hosjntal in (‘alcutta provision was made 
of 20 lakhs and 15 lakhs respectively in respect of lands and buildings, but 
even under the Civil Works Budget only Us. 42,000 was spent out of that 
20 lakhs. Well, Sir, Dacca gets her full quota-—] might say more than 
her full quota — but nothing has been spent for the Campbell Medical School 
and for the establishment of an Infectious Di.seases Hospital in ('ah'utta. I 
might go on mentioning items ad finiium like this. I miglit mention, for 
instance, that for the Peardhoba Leper (k)lony sanction was made for 
Rs. 3,00,000, but they did not spend a single jde. I do not know what is the 
reason. I presume the reason is that they are trying to tuin the whole of 
Bengal into a leper colony. For Provincial Highw'ays they sanctiom^d 
Rs. 1)2,10,000 but they spent only Rs. 8 lakhs. 1 ask this question in all 
seriousness Avhy do you make large demands when you are not in a position 
even to utilise even the budgeted amounts:' 

Then, Sir, 1 would come to the next point of m> submission. I would. 
Sir, respectfully urge upon the Finance Minister to tender an explanation to 
this House of the very peculiar feature that I find und<‘r the head “Famim*”. 

I find under the head “Famine” that the total grant comes to Its. 2 erores 
90 lakhs. It might be assumed that this amount would })e spent for the 
famine-stricken people. But wonder of wondeis 1 find, that of that 2 erores 
90 lakhs the total salaries and establishment cost i.s Us. 2 '13 erores and 
for total gratuitous relief you are granting only Us, 04 lakhs, that is to say, 
out of Rs. 100 you are spending Rs. 73*4 on establishment and only Rs, ‘22 
as gratuitous relief. This is, Sir, prei)osterous if I may say sf). 

Now, Sir, I would refer to another point in this connection. Of the total 
salaries and establishment under this head you are spending on contingency 
Rs. 1 crore 30 lakhs, that is to say, 51 per cent, of the whole amount. I do j 
not, Sir, know w'hat is the meaning of contingency in this context but would 
it be wrong to presume that, if contingency covers 50 per cent, that is an 
opportunity for unscrupulous persons to grab money under that cover P It 
is the same position in Industries. The total expenditure on the Directorate 
of Sericulture comes to Rs. 2 lakhs 90 thousand and the total expenditure 
in connection with the Development of Sericulture is only Rs. 30,000. T 
can go on ad infinitum producing such instances, but the time at my 
disposal is short and I would refer only to another instance. 

I come to the question of Ministers. The Revised Estimate for 1946-47 
shows that we had spent Rs. 4,98,000 on Ministers. This year the budgeted 
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estimate stiows tliat we are j?oing to spead Rs. 7,24,000 on Ministers. I, 
Sir, really do not grudge the Ministers if they get their dalhhat out of the 
poor funds of the poor people of Bengal, but I would seriously ask tlie 
powers til at be to see to the efficiency of the Ministers so that they might 
not bring down the good name of Bengal. I am reminded in this connection 
of a comment once made in this House by one of the shining lights of the 
Muslim League, viz., Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. While trying a definition of 
the Bimgal Ministers, he referred to a story of Bankim Chandra. He quoted 
from Bankim Chandra’s “Matrimonial Penal Code”. In that hook Bankim 
Chandra posed this (luostion : What is a husband? A husband is a moveable 
property belonging to the wife, but without a will of its own. liixplanation : 
Can a donkey or a cow be a husband ? No, because it has a will of its own. 
Then the honourable member went on to say: Wliat is a Bengal Minister? 
A Bengal Minister is a moveable property belonging to a gang of thieves, 
black-marketeers and goondas and of the Europeans and puiiarah, but 
without having a will of its own. He did not go on to the exjdanation in this 
matter, nor shall 1 try an explanation. But, Sir, that is the specimen of 
Bengal Ministers we are witnessing today. 

Sir, we W'on’t grudge the Muslims if something is granted for their 
development, but we do say, you have no right to defalcate puljlic fund 
which comes from all sections of the public and to reserve it tor one com- 
munity alone. 

I would end my speech wdth this warning that if you feel that this 
province of Bengal is the homeland of the Muslims only and the Hindus 
and Muslims who have long been living together as hrothm's in this province 
are now two dilfereiit nations, 1 would say, Sir, that this s])irit of Aurangzeb 
will give lise to tlie spirit of Shivaji in pulling down the dream empire of 
Aurangzeb as actually happened centuries ago. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBUUAH CHAUDHURY : Mr. Chairman, Sir, 

Ml i 

^ 1 m m\ I 

^•JTT C5&PT I 

I cy yi 'yfeyy) ycy i 

wyj Ptft ^ yt^jsty, 

^ ypfsi, yrft ywjytcyy ^ wtro ytf=^ 

yn ytyTwr^^tm c^m cmistwTft 

(yrm yti^ ) i 

ycyy yy yty SiCb^ — ytcwi? cyT?‘t^ ytrrcyy 

^ i ^ y^twytvi yi ^ yr?'iT cw yfy €tw? yyyyty yry 

yfcysf, y TOty attly ^ ym? fe cyyff ^ ao ^ 

^PFi 1 8ft IjWy ytf^ 'yyityy i 

yttyfd? “ *r«y^ cy^ fy^ yy ywc^y i fV^ v^nn yty m 

yt^ i yyry ” ^yyyty y<*Tiji '^fyytsRT ycy ^ycyy^ 
yy CTcy fycyr^ i ytml? yyyyfytyy ^ go yy* T?my ts yyrw 
yyryty i ^ yro ^y, ^.fy, cyi?, fytinf, "ym ^tfy f^y cyyf ^ 

cy'Qyi yt^yty yyyytryy y^yr ?ftty no cynt i ^ 

aiOT’ tfyfy^: ^ i ifpr ytr® yrc^^ m i yf® 
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60 SHF I m f^- 5 t c*r^ 

I (U^ ^*51 c?jn>^j I cwl^c*(# 

fipm >0 £TN ^ ?#n W 8 C’ftf 

^ 5 ‘nTC^ I ifj ^ >n:^tc^ sTt^^r »f/ vttn otc^ 

fe, fr^t^ f^^i5i> t^rnff-S^, tr®^‘7«i cfs, mkh ^im, 

C^5, Xf^^l’s C^, 'iiwm ta, G\^ f«^, ?<ITC*F?I 

‘^tfK ’Tt^ft^ '<j c<fC> fs^-^ vf;} I .ii »r^ 

ttti 4^, fjffe c-j^ c^ f%n? 

*ttTOi wvs^ I to ^fro ^ ^t'-t *t;TT i 

C^^-ITstT? ^‘tcsrp TO TOC?^ I 'i:^ >T^/‘![t5Tt 

'-sTrbiki cn n'=3^TtJi f‘T*^^ ^ i 

‘'jmi ^”=1^ l (Tit (Tit (Tit 

c^rcaftT’-Tt I (Tn:«r^ fTOc'-i f^-i csr^] ^ c^Ni ’Ttr< =t*t 

^‘47 CTO I f<^TOTO 88 ®R 0 ^I’SF ^tTl CTO 

TO 911^ I ‘ilt 88 ^*1 ^MTTO ■‘Il<r TOTO ^ "iTtCH? TOTOT fTOC^? 

^!ipr?t5 <iit ^4'^t I 


TOfl? ‘I^^TO ^‘^t>at fTO fe'^ 4^CTO^ I 4t‘sTO CSf^’J, fTO'I TO 

f4^T(:‘-l4 tct4t4 iS'44 cn tfirttn ^t4 c4-?t vrfs'^ ''lT3?n ^C4 •ti i 

^TO4 414^1 ‘4vi 5^ ^1 1 tlt'^if^ TOsf^-TBf?!^ bprfTianj 

4j“<Vt^v 01:55 I (Tft‘I '5rsn[^ fT^TO"^ '^I^'*^ ^TOl OTOI >1^4, TITO'S 

5WSfl ?3I 1 

’j<j 4 !?' ^ 4 t 4 3 pjc-t^ TO 4 TOf«u 4^ '-le f^^iTOi >^4. 

5(*F14C^^ I 05 froil'O il^tl C’lIT 4TtTOtl S'O I (55 f'l^lC'iil (TITO^ '3 

5t^ tiTTO ( repair and maintenance ) ^451 ?<5 ot^ ^OC*! *^0 '7’’^ I -(jt Pl"^! 

5 t"i[t 5 ^ r-t^l f 4 «td TO ^ 0 > ’vtTOl 'f/TO^, f^T-tM *40 tt'jO fTOr'^ 

'fl^to ^TOl TO4 TOT 50K5 5C‘4 1 '-IJTO^ fTO 

<ilTOn 5^ ^55^ *(!? 'TI (TO, 4^^ 4^ 5^10 51 I (TP‘I1’C5 55)1 f'Fi'T (!5f^f3i5( 5ItTO: 

50 I '^t C5t!l Sf^^TO 555 555 5 5i’tWt5 >^155 ^f55 TO 581 55 '3 5F;fT5 

5^ 55 I 5t^^tct5 ■^•fS (50 5'^50 ’TT^ 55 >0 ^5* 1?FF15 5^ 1 5^1[r05 55l^3iOTt'3 
3T:;TBt05 ’2F5tC5 5'J 5H 50 ^t5C5 '5^ 5*^ 51^05 TO! I 5^1[tO 55115 (?Ftfl^ C5l1^ 

501^1 *(10155 ^105 5^ ^J^l, 051, '555 5515 3 ^bi%lS 

TOr^^TOI ^ 15*175^ I 'ilTO53 5ttT§J tOFFf^^F 5tf^5C^ f557<, ^51; 55 575^1 TO5 I 
C5t5l<lt^l-f355l5 0"t r5f505 W5r ^ ^1 555 ^505 I <^1(3^15 5?! 5*155 

<il5*5l (^^ 50 5r01?5 I *rH71 TO 5*5C5 TO TO 5*5r5 TO wt*Tfe«F 05TtTO1 I TO 

5*50; TO 55Tt5~-5l^OH TO5 I 

‘^flvoFfl ^5* (^51^ 5'/ 5lf50 ^O C5'^tCl>& I 5^5 M 5TO (551 (TO "STO ’?rotf^- 

^5T0t ^W^] (55051 Wf5 *ff5t 5*503 TO5 I (¥« TORM^ 5*":il>r5l05 TOftf^5 TO 
5*?M1 5?;T^ TO ^5' K Wf5 TO TOTO wf5 (Tit ^151 55, 5105 5C5§ 5rf5 ^lO ^5Tt I 


5 ^'<05^ (TCTOTTO ^57 •'1^5 Oi:‘t5 ^fb%5 '5f55F^TO (Tit i (iJ05 f^'5 fi^t5 ^5] (TI 
55 | 5 * 5 »^TO ^ 555 5*50 51 ( 55(5 ^ 5 f 7 RR’t 5 t 5 'SfotO 1 ‘351 ( 015151^1 C^l 5 (Tfi^ *nP 

C5555 {5^.-05^) 5^0 (O^ti:^ I ‘305 ’8r5T fl^’t f^PTO 575^1 51 5*515 ^TOlr5 '»Vo<W^ 

5TO TO 51 1 ^ ^0150 51 5TO 
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^ ^ 1 ft’pl ^7 ^ C^TtOT Wft Wm. I 'il’R 

OT ^tf^TTn:^ i ^ 

I 'JTimcta TO5, fs^j] ^nrro f^rro c^ir^ c^rt^ m 

«?rOT I 'ilt TOIt^ ![f^5*m f^ vil^'Q ^ ^1 ? 

f^’T '« tf^OT *?Tft ^ I lilt *rTft ^ 

^ OT, OTi^ ^=TTt?POT wm f^tc^ ^ ^ ? 

'-TO I 

TO fi^’f ^3 f^®rOT ’fc‘4 ta DITTOS to i 

ifl >Pf TO ^’ffsr-\5 TO *fmt!pTt?, ’IT^^TO fer 

'Qt^n TO cTO^% f^fsnik'^? ^ 's 

C^TO *51^ •? 4:^b I 

?t^TO 'e?'‘f<pe'(Jt‘f C5rf®t^f% ^TO ^1 1 ^.‘^ff *fWt^ ^^JtWlTO, Wl^lTOt, ‘'1*f^<tH, 

TO?i3(t ^tefTO, ^tH'tTTO ^ c![^<r cTOr«t<r TOrm i 

5^ ^TOTt«t TOt TOT 5ir; oqTOTfC^t '2T':J>r^ JiriftTOT? ^ I 

f%3(5i f5r^? ^ ^tf^TOFt^, TO^is ^r=n c^ fro 

^ j5»ro t c< ^*11 '3*'^ c^ €t^ cTO-n !?t\^ ^rtroft w<jn 

tfTO tf*(t^ I ^iTOFsi f^;%TTO, tottto 's 

sitsrfrt^ (TOR-ttCr m^t^TTO 's !ftfii«trTO^ 'wm i 

^rt^TO 15tf^fTO TO cm TO&: I '®'j;*T~-’fT^ ^'3^? I 

TO C^ ^ trf^t*l I C^ fet TOK^ 

3Tf%PTO? W5T-^fHl 

TO'iprt^ c^T^ f^^TO TOt^ TO^rt^^nt Iro to^ i toi 

TOc^ ^f^TTO I ‘fiTOTO ^firro i *tT5n 

TO wTOJtn -ii^ TO 'sriTO TO ■^n I “itf% ’tR fMro TOc^ m— 

fi;t¥i,TO TOTto-r to;^ to i 

^nTO f%'*^-*i^TO^ TO ’if%t‘f TOn? I 'srt^, TOT^ ^ 

TOW ??t 1 c ^ 'srfjfi'Jti to ^ (^tto ^i — t^roi “TO i 

Mr. BANKUBEHARI MANDAL: Mr. Chairman, Sir, we must judge 
this budget from the point of view of a common man. We must try to 
realise what the Finance Minister has done for the rural Bengal. We must 
see how much a villager, a cultivator has been benefited by this budget. 

We find, Sir, with great despair that there is no adequate provision in 
this budget towards this end. 

Sir, it is the bounden duty of every Government to do equal justice to 
all sections of the people under it but the present budget shows that equal 
justice has not been done to the different communities. 

The Finance Mtliister has created a special fund called the Moslem 
Education fund and proposes to make an annual contribution of 10 lakhs 
for this fund. An extra provision of 2 lakhs 18 thousand has been made for 
the Muslim students hostels in Calcutta and an additional 1 lakh 80 
thousand has been provided for grants to old scheme Madrassa and Farkania 
Madrassa. A sum of Rs. 29,000 has been provided for additional facilities 
in the Islam ia College and the Presidency College for the teaching of Muslim 
students. We do not grudge these arrangements. But I like to draw the 
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attention of the members of this House towards the arranj^eraent the Finance 
Minister has done for the education of the Scheduled Caste students who are 
more educationally backward than the Muslims. 

The Scheduled Caste members with their utmost endeavour and aj^ita- 
tion succeeded in inducing the then Finance Minister to make a provision 
of Rs. 5 lakhs in the budget of 1938-39 for the education of the Scheduled 
Castes, but since then for the last 5 years no provision was made for 
Scheduled Caste education. Then in the budget of 1944-4;) a provision of 
recurring grant of 5 lakhs was made. We tried to make it 10 lakhs but the 
Government paid no heed to it. We must thank the Finance Minister for 
raising this fund to 10 lakhs but he should have made it a recurring grant. 
We must tell him that this amount is quite insufficient in comparison with 
the number of Scheduled Caste students. The Finance Minister should have 
made a separate grant for the hostels of Scheduled Caste students as he has 
done in the case of Muslim students. There are 4,70,700 Scheduled Caste 
students. There are 270 M. E. and 70 H. E. Schools for Scheduled Caste 
students. But this recurring grant of Rs. 5 lakhs is quite insufficient for 
these students, schools and other things. 1 shall present before you. Sir, 
the percentage of stipends that are given to Scheduk^d Caste students. 
They are as follows: an 11. E. school student gets only 15 per cent; an 
M. E. school student gets 4 per cent.; and a college student gets 17 per 
cent.; Rs. 150 is given to Iligli Schools and Rs. 00 only to M. E. Schools. 

Now, Sir, though the Finance Minister has made an additional grant of 
Rs. 5 lakhs but this is only for this year. He has not made it recurring. 

Then, Sir, all the members of this House are ])ressing year after year 
for the opening of charitable dispensaries in each union, but the Finance 
Minister has made no provision for the Union Board Charitable Dispensaries. 
He has made provision for a temporary Medical ('ollego in Lake Area with 
1,0{)() beds and for the conversion of Campbell Medical School to a Medical 
College and for the conversion of Dacca Medical School to a Medical College. 
The Finance Minister should know that Calcutta is not Bengal and that 
Dacca is not Bengal. He should have made provision for mufassal medical 
schools. 

Sir, we all know that about 5 aerodromes were constructed in the small 
subdivision of Asansol and many villages were acquired within a short notice 
for military purposes. Those unfortunate villagers have not yet been able 
to build their houses elsewhere and they were waiting to get back their 
houses after the war but the Government has opened Bihar refugee camps 
in those villages instead of giving back the owners their houses. I am 
informed that many of them are willing to go back to their homes as there is 
peace in Bihar, but I do not know’^ what induces the Government to keep 
them in Bengal at an enormous cost. 

Now, Sir, there is one thing I wish to point out. Th(‘re is corruption 
everywhere in every (hqiartment from top to bottom. Ijike other Govern- 
ments, the Finance Minister of this province also should have made provi- 
sion for an anti-corruption department. 

With these words, Sir, 1 resume my seat. 

Mr. ABUL KALAM SAM8UDDIN : 

^ ^nrc^, 

^ 'sriftpFn 

’RTrsTtFu ot, iirs cm ’tm vitro ^ ^ i 

CTO VX 
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ircsnr ^‘f destructive criticism 

TO cn rnfTO (?f?r ^Vs tot cro to, ^ 

TORI 

#*rR ^ftcwi? 'TOTTRR ^STR?! ^ C'f^ ? ’RtC‘<5TtI>TO®t ^ ^TfCWC^ CTOT 

f^T*^ TO TOTC^ I ’®2; =R, €R1 ^TRRi''T ^Vs tofT 'TOM TO TOTCf^ ^rf^. 

^PoR I TOff^ : CTOT ^Ic^Ij ^TOTI i3c4'<l(.^l 'o^ll) ?irf^ — 4ksr^ '*i’k«fft>i ^tc't»rij'3 

'5Jafufl'fl?’1 'Sfoks ^1 '0^*4* f^TlR '^TtC'^lb'Tl 5^'Q I '*(N 

fV'ok< uR ’r*t;'*tT<R ^ ^f^MkHR ^tRtR's ^ttor^ i frot^ csn ^tMrIji 

(?rTO c*r^m ki I €ri c*fTOi^ TOrdR ^ f^ ^ i ^ 

TOI^ 'il ^k^cl> ^ TO'sfCW, ^1 ^^^fRl'R «?>'<, li)^ <F*^t'Q ^Rl TOTC^, 

TO'rtfw^ TOf -Rf cvk^ €tm 'TO ; 'R ^ €ri iiit »RrR^ TO 
!fnt^t TO ^rfsprstc'^' 'ii^^ ^k^R tor tor c5^i totto tocto i fro 

\stc'f< *?Ri ^fb'5 'i] c^R ^nr c^'k ^ — to frow 'iTTOtft ^R)^ tor 03 <tttot^ 

^JTO'n R?tTO 'TO FTOkl, W'fRot'R mTOttro TOT^ TOl, ^ TO vi]9R TOl TO C-stlTO C^ 

— '5ra'5:''k^ froC'TOF'btC^ TO€R TOl TO TOfT TOITO €kTO TOTO^ lilTO TO- 

CTOr< ^'SR TO TO I 'JTTOnSk^ TO R^kTOj^ *P5t?fk^^ 'sTRk® 

’k^ 'TO^, f^kWCP^ 'Sib^R^ ^1;^ ^Riro TO« ’TfTO WTf%r^ TO 'SiW TO TOR 

■TOT ^ — ^‘tl TO, ^k'R TO ^ TOl bR^, Ctft^'Q ^1 'kR ^ftoRvSRtVt TOt^ 

TO :n. 'ai^;TO', 03 ^ c*^<fU exclusively ^TOT*Ttft1^TO 'kR 

TO ^tfro TOl ^rpfRTOR 'sf’RR ^1 TO f^-|t I ^Rl TO TORtVt TOR^iRTO 

^ItM*TTRTO5tk^ kR ^T^IRR 5't^TTO 5’0I I 

TORtfrosi 'Si wt€R3R ^’*(1 'sft‘TO'5 : TO I '^Rr Rc^ Rto ^Ri:<( ^tr ^ i ^ 
^’?rk'n ^C4'ffl (RRR B^C4 ^ l ^il'^R TORTbl RriR 'TOI ^R l '^TOTR ^TTRIX^ (?fR3Fi^ k''4^ TO^?, 
TO«n 'Sfk^ 'JTTR TOf^l (71 ’ITOP TOfR TOR 'TOlR^ TOR TOTO^H TOT^ I 

fror^t TO*H TO^ TOim totr'S tor w' ctou# (Trfrok^i €ri ^TOfroft ^nr 

TOTOTO TOyftRR TOTt^f%^ TO ^tfTO RtR'3 'TOR WTO Rr^ 4TO5 

Cb^ TOTOI frov TO, TO^ TOT R: TO*T ^ constructive criticism 

RTO3^ cb^ TOTO I ’nbrt f%R totto : ^tftro §tor to 5 ’Hh, c'TO toti ^tos 

^ TOk^ ^1 TOk^ I 'srtR '!&k^ ^il ’TSJTOCR 'Srf^^ TOTR^ I ^ 4’t^tTO 

*llvil ^tRrS '4R<( I 4tC^cfe f"l‘'44c'^4 (RSR 4RlV ft8 «RF 4<t'w 4’41 

^cm, I 4tTO RTTOR tfR TOR TO51 RmR<n TO? C^I TOR, 

^Sk^ tfTTO^tTOR TOUT'S 5R ^ I f*!R1 Rf^k'R 'TOVt^ bf’RT^TRt'S <4^ ^va’^Rj 

RPFTOR bRc^ ^TOR I -5^ 'STRb1W4 TO?1 FTOS C?'Q?n (M^ TOT ^Tl I 

^sRvt^ RPTOR, TOV 4^R ^ TOR TOR tf^ ^ 

TTO5 'ITR R1 I f*RR'‘5t«f ^5k*fsr "sffipbtTO tfR^TOf 'RR RrI'S 4TO5 

^<rT OTc^ I viiRpr TO ^vm ?tR ![Rrr 

kl ^’TT ^ 4T*«TR (^^ ([ftl’ CTOT’CTOTC^ 4TR TOT TO, 'SR 'SR 

CKV CTOR VfTOR ^*^1 TOfTO'Q 4R1 TO ^1 I 'SftR 4T*TO ^ifesk^, RkiV TO RfRI ^fftTR 'S 
^"’TfklR 'STTOR TOf^^^RsfJi TO 41WI TOR-- RTTOOT *rtft (TIC^T R^T I 

€kTO '8 ^TRj^ »PRC4 C4R tfj^ ^SVS TO R I TOR R#!, RrcTOTOT RTO 

'f?k'5 CTOT 'TOS^ TO (R 'il ^ilTRTO minimum «Tr?T, TOTjRT 'sflTR 4T5 4TOr ’riro TO'Q 
'TT^ TO«r TOl TO I 

'il^ (^r«r"R TOtTO CTO^f 'ilTORR TOri? 'TO ’IMIR 'TOR WIT fWf' 

TStRf TOTO^l TOk^ I 4k^ ^R TO C^ TO? ^TOt^Rl TOkTS bt^ R I f??i ‘flt’ TO cTO»yf5? 

constructive criticism ?5«n TO tn^ST? iTtTO ^flrTO TOf^»rRi ^ttRTO TO 



1947 .] 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF BUDGET. 


475 


^ ^ I fir: ^ fir:? ^ ®r: -nt^ftpri^ tTff^ 

c*fc^ T(r?rr^“-viii?i ^ «jz-^ fivir i lii^ R^, Wj tf^ ^rt^tt^ <?;tr<TO 
I ^^fi?n *fr ^ oqm ^cwn 

C'r^ C5n:5, RTO 'liRippT firo ^ ^ vltnrsT ^ 

tjf^^ firf-R;^^ i 

fi*;f^m^ fi^fi^T trf% ^=ffi^ 'iii?n:5 rstr Trr^ttfm'f !j^f% 

cn 'srfislr^ I ^ ^^erci? ^\ ^rpmtr’v ?r?ire i fif« 

fircapsK ^ «ttn 'ii^: <i3^ ^^3 ^-s ^’tistci^rr^ 'j^i 

^fi\5 1 fiF^ 4 ^mrc'-t ^ir fi^?H c^t \ 

(At Ihis stage the member having reached the time-limil resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. JOGENDRA CHANDRA DAS : Mr. Chairman, Sir, =Trr^r? \x^ 'sr^ 

ii’c #<5 1 ^rc^i ^-Tc^t t'to =T3 ^rt^— 

*rT5FN Hfr?^ '^C'CC*? ^^hfpT !?t$l I =^firT^ '■'I^M n*’!' sjtvftTi <t^ 

ta c^tii^ (?Fffi^ ^1 T'tT^^Ti ctfc-r taxii^ ^rt^- -agricultural income-' 

tax, sales tax, education tax ^^rtfi Ux m ta ^rmi 'Jt-Tfim 

Cftt C^ri^ ^ <1™ '3 T-TC^^ I '4^‘t"RC'*T^T 

'sft^ deficit budget ^1 ??TO I deficit budgetil 'JfTfi 

^ Sir, ?fi >p;m ^fi^n ^ 

^srfV^'Tt 3 (71^ ^=3 W% fi:r“N ^x< (m^, C4T*t limit wt?:^ ^ i ^ =Tts^ 

«tin ^ -5^: ^n:r< w fi:nH 

TO 'm India Governments^ TO CTO^ ^r< i <3^ 0\ ^’iR^r •XiYz^Y^ <71^ 

TOR ^ttfroPTl TO “^rTO TO^i Independent Soveriegn State T 

Finance Ministerr^ 'srtfi fini 'dtfi ^ i Rfr «fR ^ TO3 

3TTORC'<' tor apfS TOR ^ ■-‘I'T: f-RFR fic^, fW, 

’TtTOl fic^ Rcw =5 JrTOR ^’T) TO TO^X^ 1 

Sir, TOR ’ttfiTO ?RT minority^ protection fic^^T fi:5^ I Sir, 

Tori c*r^^ ^ ^rxwe^ errf^ av ^ jjO ?tTO ^ relief 3 edue4itionii‘‘!f 
VM^ I Sir, TOtC'R fif’Rl CWTO fin^ ^iTtRT TO— TOTX’R cnTO relief 3 

rehabilitation 4 ^ R TiTOi ?rTO ? Sir, ^fi tWm tori i rTO 

TOTO ''tfiro fi’rj : ^*R C'-ttro I ^ ''tfiTOTR 

TO rehabilitation grant ?rTO. 300 ■^fiTO'R TO?1 4^: W? 

TO CTO TO^tt TOR^T TO ??l I 

TOTO Sir, 3f<;7n#fl CTOTR^ Wt?! TO3 I ^tC'R rclicfn^ <TO'l TOT! 

TORfi TO ??r ^Ttt I (R »PPS T4>r=r TS “R; to ?RC^, (R’ftR 4^3 C^3TO TlTO 51f 

^Tt^l (A VOICE FROM THE GOVERNMENT BENCH: fi?TR3 073^^ ?7r I ) 

4TO 'mfi ^:TO TO TOfi— fi?TR=? TO TOfi ^Tl 1 TORI TOHT, ^gTO 

4Rfi, ^tfi ^:TO To TOC^ Rt I 4^ ^ CTO =Tt:TO fifiCTO I 

TO ^tfirrR TO C*f'^ TO V 5 pf TO 5-iiTO I ^fiC'R TORI 

C*Tr^ ^^TOi lR riot4, FRR riot4 4^: ficTO TO CTOI*!!^ 3 filTOR TOR TO TO 
TOHC^ iJ-t:5R5fR ?7ni TO TOC^, ’SR TOrRf% ^1 ?CTO, TO fi^CTO^ fi^f, ^ 

tflwiTO CTO TO CF&lt ’3R1 TO ^ I ^itTS ^fiF TOi organised ai to «J3Ri ’*7’Rt<r 
“TRC^, *(1^ 4*Rc5, •RJT'jm ^PRC5 ^7R C^^R ^R, ’5R3 fi^ *?R »(R 1 4T^ 

fiF ^5tTO TO) CTO investigation TOTR3 ^ i (A voice from Govern- 

ment BENCHES : Look at Bihar. ) ’mfi t}’^ ''ftfi ^‘TO fic^ ^stTO i 16th 
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August last. cmm ^ 

^ 'af^ ^t%*r c?pH TjT?i TO ^ I ^ c*f^, 

^ ^«?h TO’tc^i ^firicr^ ^^rr 

CT ^c«rt> ^iri TOc^ TO Tfir ^JTjm otc^ i ^f%i a tou^ 

c*i^i i 

tfl'jrsT Sir, Scheduled Caste education i Scheduled Caste<i]? 

W^n to i Scheduled Caste^^ bt^tt 'iO ^ TO»r ^ 

TOni I »u^ ?1 ^1 ^ TO ^ ^5n ^ ^ I Scheduled Caste 

vtTO I. A. ynTT vbs ^1 'Q B. A. aro K ^1 TO stipend c^fa^i i ^TOTi 

Ist year^n? 2nd year<ii, 2nd year^i? 3rd yearti] cii?; 3rd yeariiia i>l^ 4th 
yearvii cTO <TO l Scheduled Casteiia ^ to ^’sT f% ^ ^ C*Kl cTO TO^ VX 
^\ cn^^i '=rfet^'a ??? (TI Special Officer 'srr^ (7f TOi 

TOi croa c*n5 Scheduled Caste ^TOfr'H ^^Ti TO i ^ cTO staflf 

(?T *4^1 TO I Scheduled Caste CTOOlTOjf ^ W 

OfTOft^ ^ I ’pj ^5?"=! fe=Tf districts? Scheduled 

Castejq^ C^Pl m (XXZ^^ TOTI ^ 1 Ttc^ Scheduled Caste^ia 

3f|t? ‘5t^\i; ™ wrf^ ^«^rrc^ 5TO ^1 1 Scheduled 

Caste^ii^T w{] c^ ^ TO ^1 ^ c^ ^ TO^ 

^ffiTC^ c^rnrf^f^ 'a Scheduled Caste?i 1 ^15:511^ ^ TO l 

^<»K>Iv5^ ttTO 'To ^flTO TO TOC^ ^1— TO TOT TOC? ^,-— C^ 

Minister CrT'Qin (Tit Minister(TF ^f?n >pi‘i(''‘JT ^TO Hi l 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-55 pm. till 4-30 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 27th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
27th February, 1947, at 4-30 p.m. 

Present: 

•Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Ali) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 209 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Improvement of old Benares Road between Chanditala and Bheakhala. 

•116i Mrs SU KUMAR DATTA: (a) Will the llou’ble Minister in charge 
of the Works and Buildings Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that the actual work for the improvement of the old Benares Road 

* between Chanditala and Sheakhala was commenced in 1940; and 

(ii) that it was temporarily suspended in pursuance of the general policy 

of stopping all avoidable civil works expenditure during the warP 

(b) If the imswer to (a) is in the affirmative, wdll the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the actual w'ork on this road will commence ind 
when it is expected to be completed P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what amounts have 
been spent up till now for the purpose of land acquisition, brick ballasts, 
cement crete (1) shaiie size) culverts, stone chips, and for construction of 
the road with cement concrete of J of a mile at vSheakhala and i of a mile 
at Kristorampur and recurring establishment expenditure P 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr, Dwaraka« 
nath Barori); (a) Yes. 

(6) The road between Chanditala and Sheakhala will be maintained as 
an unmetalled road and the work has already been started. 

(c) Rs.69,066 was spent up to end of August, 1946. Rs.35 per month 
is the recurring expenditure for guarding materials. 

Mr. BIMAL GOMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to when the work is likely to he completed? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: The answer cannot be given off-hand. 

Mr. RADHA NATH DAS: AVill the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state why this road should be kept as un-metalled ? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: It requires the opinion of experts. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state as to whose opinion, he bad taken in the matter? 

Dr, BHOLA NATH BISWAS; I want notice. 

Mr, A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain 
why the scheme for improvement of this important road has been abandoned ? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS; I want notice 
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Mr. RADHA NATH DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether recommendations have been received from all the Chambers 
of Commerce — Muslim Chamber of Commerce, European Chamber of 
Commerce, Indian National Chamber of Commerce, Marwari Chamber of 
Commerce — so that this road be improved and kept as a metalled road? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: No. 

Mr. RADHA NATH DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether in the Central Legislative Assembly, the Government of 
India decided in consultation with the Government of Bengal that this 
road should he maintained as a metalled road? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: I do not know. 

Mr. RADHA NATH DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the rocornmendations and petitions have be(*n received by 
the Government of Bengal to this effect from the local people and the 
businessmen that this road becomes very much impassable due to accumula- 
tion of knee-deep water during rainy season ? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS; I have no information as yet. 

Mr. A. F. STARK; Will -the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if 
he is aware tliat a scheme for the improvement of this road was sanctioned 
by the Government of India as a project to be financed from the Central 
Road Fund as far back as 1939? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS; I have no information. 

Mr. RADHA NATH DAS; Will the Hon’hle Ministei; be pleased to 
state whether in the year 1939 an estimate was approved by the Central 
Government in consultation with the Government of Bengal to the effect 
that 3i lakhs of rupees should be spent for this purpose? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: I want notice. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
in view of the importance of this road to the industrial area and to jute- 
growers he will be prepared to consider the desirability of metalling the 
road? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: Yes; it will be considered. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state in which district of Bengal this road is situated? 

Dr. BHOLA NATH BISWAS: Please look at the map. 

Bill on standardisation of weights and measures. 

*117. Mr. MD. I SR AIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state whether he is 
bringing up any Bill on the standardisation of weights and measures in the 
present Session of the Assembly? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Committee appointed for 
investigating on thi^ (juestion submitted its report to Government along 
with a copy of the draft Bill on the subject long ago? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for not 
bringing such legislation earlier? 

MINISTER In charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, 
LABOUR and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): 

(a) No. 
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(b) Yes. The Committee submitted their report in December, 1944, but 
no draft Bill was submitted along with it as this did not specifically come 

’ within the purview of the terms of reference to the Committee. 

(c) The recommendations made in the report were so long being examined 
particularly with reference to similar legislations made by the Governments 
of Bombay and the Punjab. The various aspects of operation of the Bombay 
Weights and Measures Act had also had to he investigated. It was, not 
therefore, possible to bring in a Bill earlier in the TiCgislature. I, however, 
hope to introduce one during the next Session. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARi: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what are the recommendations of the Committee with 
reference to answer (r)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have to ask for notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the results of investigation as to the operation of 
7 the Bombay Weights and Measures Act in the Bombay rrovinc(‘? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The answer that has been 
given is quite ch*a,r. As regards recommendations, T liavt* said tliat T ask 
for notice. As regards operation of the Bombay A(‘t, the various aspects' 
of ojreration of the Bonihav Weights and M(‘asrrT(‘s A(‘t had also to ]>e 
investigated. It was not therefore possible to hiint;* in a 11 11 earlier in 
the Legislature, So tlie qu(‘stion that you have asked doi\s not arise. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the ITon’lrle Minister he pleased to state if 
the investigation of the operation of the Bombay Act lias been comjdetedP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: About investigation 1 am 
sorry I cannot tell you just now, because the matter is being investigated. , 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
r be pleased to state whether it will be necessary for him personally to take 
a trip to Bombay to complete the investigation at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Bombay, or Allahabad, or 
Nagpur. 


Scheme for better housing of labourers. 

•118. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in ediarge of the Labour Departinent be pleased to state wbethi^t 
the Government has any plan as regards the nature of the houses to be built 
for labourers? 

(h) If so, wull the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to place an outline of the 
plan on the Table? 

(c) If not, does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate to prepare such a plan 
without the least jiossible delay and enforce its execution at an early date by 
the employers ? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, 
LABOUR and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): 

(a) and (h) Not yet. 

This Government have prepared certain plans based on some tentative 
suggestions in connection with a bustee rehousing scheme, which are under 
consideration. The standards formulated therein will apply in case of indus- 
trial labour, when any scheme is undertaken. A copy of those tentative 
suggestions is laid on the Table. 
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(c) As under present inflationary conditions, large-scale construction 
is not possible, only urgent schemes will be considered. The possibility cf 
initiating such schemes is being examined. And it is proposed to encourage 
schemes put up by private companies by advice and assistance in the matter 
of supply of materials and acquisition of land. 


Suggestions referred to in reply to clauses (a) and (h) of starred question 

No. 118, 

(1) Accommodation should be of three types, e.g. — 

{a) family flats for families, with or without children ; 

(6) hostels for single man; and 

(c) hostels for single woman. 

(2) The minimum covered floor space, exclusive of bath, W.C. and 
passages, but inclusive of kitchens and verdandahs should be 60 square feet 
per person for a family flat, slight lowering of the standard being permissible 
in larger flats. 

(3) The minimum covered floor space, exclusive of bath and W.C., should 
be 50 square feet per person for hostel type accommodation. 

(4) Family flats should be of 3 types — 

{a) of a floor space of about 300 square feet for families of 4-5 ; 

(5) of a floor space of about 360 square feet for families of 5-6 persons ; 
and 

(v) of a floor space of about 420 square feet for families of 7-8 persons. 

(5) Every family flat should have at least 2 living rooms, a kitchen, a 
verandah, a bathroom and a privy. 

(6) The following amenities should be provided in each flat — 

{a) a built in cup board ; 

(5) a shower in the bathroom; 

(r) a raised platform with a chute to carry away smoke and a hollow 
underneath the platform to store fuel; 

(d) shelves in the kitchen for keeping utensils; 

(e) j)egs for hanging cloths ; and 

(f) a minimum of electric lights. 

(7) Hostels should have communal kitchens, bathrooms and privies. 
Each room should accommodate four persons. Amenities should be provided 
on the lines of (6) above. 

(8) The minimum size of a living room should be 100 square feet. 

(9) The minimum height of a room should be 11 feet. 

(10) The height of doors should not be less than 6 feet 3 inches. The 
width should not be less than 3 feet for main doors but may be as little as 
1 foot 9 inches for bathrooms. 

(11) Window openings should cover an area equal to l/6th of the floor 
space of the room. 

(12) The ratio of built up plot area to unbuilt should be 1 to 4 as a rule 
and must not be higher than 1 to 3. 

(13) Blocks of flats or hostels should be built in convenient units, thus 
creating a housing estate for about 500 — 5,000 persons. 

(14) Suitable amenities, e.g., primary schools, welfare centres, play- 
grounds, libraries, shops, etc., should be provided consistent with the size of 
each housing estate. 
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Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to mention the names of persons or institutions who made tentative 
suggestions in connection with the Bustee reshousing scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: How does it arise? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: I mean who gave the sugges- 
tions ? 

The Hon»ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The Department. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will tlie TIon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state why the suggestions have been called in the answer “tentative’* 
when in the last budget speech we find that the plans were final. In the 
last year’s budget speech the Hon’ble Finance Minister said that the 
schemes have been taken up by the technical staff and accepted as final. 
When they have been accepted and made final, why the schemes are 
tentative now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Did the Finance Minister 
say so? We would accept whatever you say. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government can make it final before it is accepted by this House? 

(No anvswer.) 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was the Government plan prepared? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDiN AHMED: Only roceiitly. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: AVill tlu- Tinn’blo Minister be 
pleased to give some idea of tlie plan that has been pre])ared ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: I am sorry T (*annot give 
off-hand. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to say who is considering tlie plan at present? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: This plan is being 
considered by the Public Health Department just at present. Afterwards 
it will come up before my Department. 

Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whetlier he is aw'are that the Government of India have 
already prepared plans as regards the nature of housing for tea labourers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 know; but the Bengal 
Government has not accepted in iofo the Government of India plan. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the consideration of the plan is likely to be 
completed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: I think, very soon. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether after the consideration of the plan has been 
completed, Government proposes to take any initiative immediately in the 
building of any house itself? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have already said that 
owing to inflationary condition, it is very difficult 3 ust at present to take 
up the scheme on a large scale. We propose to start by experimenting 
with urgent schemes only. After the schemes have been fully taken up 
it will be the Government to take up building of houses. 



482 


QUESTIONS. 


[27th Feb., 


Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the scheme was not undertaken with the help of the money 
that was obtained from Government of India to finance Development 
projects ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: May be, as it has connec- 
tion with the Post War Planning Scheme. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are contemplating acquisition of land for rehousing 
lusice-d'weWeis at present? 

The Hon’bie Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: How does it arise? I 
submit, Sir, it does not arise. 

Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the Government of Bengal has not accepted the 
plan prepared by the Government of India for tea labourers as was stated 
by the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: The Government of India 
plan in that shape has not come before the Government of Bengal. I 
myself was present in the Conference. The Government of India has not 
finally decided as to wliat w'ould be the shape of the building for tea 
labourers. That also had to be gone into by a Committee. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: With reference to answer 
(r), viz., “only urgent schemes will be considered’’, will the ITon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the criterion for determining the 
urgency ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: That will be for the Govern- 
ment to decide. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to answer 
regarding hustce re-housing scheme, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to say whether a similar scheme was initiated by ca;-Governor, Mr. Casey? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I cannot say. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aw^are that c. 2 r-Governor, Mr. Casey, had visited 
hustee areas and promised to show some tangible result within six months 
with regard to the introduction of histee re-housing scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: That was during section 
93 regime. 1 am sorry I cannot give you any information. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has looked up the files containing deeds 
and misdeeds of section 93 regime with a view to either rectify them or 
implement any good points, if there are any? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: We will do when occasion 
arises. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to say when he proposes to look into this particularly promised 
scheme about hustee re-housing in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: That will be considered 
along with the whole scheme. 

Mr. PR0VA8H CHANDRA LAHIRY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the scheme includes the bettering of housing 
condition of rice mill labourers in Hili and Srirampur in Dinajpur? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government will try to 
consider the questit)n of bettering the housing condition of rice mill 
labourers. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DEs AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give 
an exact time wlien the huskr improvement will he undertaken.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government is very much 
anxious to see that the whole thing comes to fruition, hut 1 cannot give 
you an exact date. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state whether he lias presonally seen the hu.strcx occupied by 
jute mill labourers at iludge-Budge?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, 1 have been seeing 
for the last thirty years. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state wliether in the lormulation of the scheme n‘gartling the 
housing of labourers, the actual requirement and the opinion of the 
labourers have been ascertained with legard to wliat is desired in that 
direction ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 can tell my honourable 
friend that when I had been to Bombay personally 1 visited the chawls 
and then i can ttdl him that when the (msfic scheme will Ix' considered, 
Bombay visit will not be necessary. At the piestuii moment 1 know the 
condition tlie bustccs are in and in sjiite of the fact tliat Government is 
very much anxious to see that the labour population are housed in a good 
condition, a proper examination would be lu'ce.ssarN and that is the reason 
for this delay. AW are trying to exjiedite the wliole thing and 1 can assure 
the House that the moment we will be in a position to implement the 
promises, we will do it. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon bh Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the huskrs of the jute-mill labourers 
of Budge-Budge are not tit ior human habitation!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: May be. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he is aware that the buntees in the jute-mill areas in Bauria are very un- 
healthy and unwholesome for labourers to live in? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Peisonally 1 have no such 
information. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: AVill the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when wuis this tentative ^scheme as laid on the table 
actually drawn up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I cannot tell you the exact 

date. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: AVill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether giving effect to the scheme and its final re- 
examination are being delayed on account of the Government’s attempt 
to find contractors from one particular community for the purpose of 
building? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: That question does not 

arise. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the answer given by the Hon’ble 
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Minister to my previous supplementary question, he considers it desirable 
that pressure should be given on the jute mill authorities at Budge-Budge 
to demolish those hustees and to have fresh hustees of a good type prepared 
there ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: My friend would look at 
the answer in which I have said, it is proposed to encourage schemes put 
up by private companies by advice and assistance in the matter of supply 
of materials and acquisition of land. We are prepared to put pressure on 
the companies to see that the houses of labourers are in good condition. 

Wages of factory labourers. 

M19. Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Eon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Labour Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that at present wages of workers differ from factory to factory 
even in industries of similar nature? 

S If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
ering the desirability that the wages of labourers working in similar 
industries should be standardised? 

(c) If so, does the Hon’ble Minister propose to formulate any definite 
plan with a view to achieve this standardisation in near future? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state when the plan 
is likely to bo formulated? 

(e) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCEi 
LABOUR and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): 

(tt) and (h) Yes. 

{(■) Yes. A plan is under consideration. 

(d) It is not at the moment possible to give the date by which all indus- 
tries will be covered. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when and by whom was the plan which is now under the 
consideration of the Government prepared? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: A plan is under the 
consideration of the department. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: When and by whom was the 
plan prepared? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I cannot tell you the exact 
time. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long has the plan been under the consideration of 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: This plan regarding 
industrial wages I think we have taken up recently and we want to pursue 
that. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (d) where 
he has been pleased to state that it is not at the moment possible to give 
the date by which all industries will be covered, is he in a position to state 
the date by which any specific industry will be covered by this plan? 
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Tho Hoil’bid Mfi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED* It is very difficult to say. 
As my friend knows — he just attended a conference only today — there are 
so many industries — textile, jute, engineering and other industries — and 
certainly wages in industries vary. 1 think, so far as textiles are concerned, 
we will be able to come to some sort of decision with regard to the condi- 
tion of wages — I cannot tell you oft-hand. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to his 
answers (a) and (M to the effect fhat the present wages of workers differ 
from factory to factory even in industries of similar nature, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what particular industries did he investigate 
into relating to the point of wages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Investigation has been 
made by the department so far as textile, cotton industry, etc., are 
concerned. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that his 
plan can never succeed without nationalisation of these industries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot give you any 
answer. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the minimum and maximum 
wages that are paid to labourers in different industries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I am sorry I cannot 
give >011 the answer off-hand. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has taken any steps so far with a view to 
bring the wages to a standard level in given industries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: As 1 have already told 
you, that is being investigated — it is not a very easy mater. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: With reference to the 
answer that he has ascertained that wages even in the same industry differ 
from factory to factory, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he has been pleased to take any steps to ensure staJidardisatiou of 
wages in particular industries which he has investigated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Directions have been given. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: How far were those direc- 
tions carried out by the employers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Directions, I mean to 
say, about investigation. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if, in ca.ses where investigation has been made and the 
Hoii’ble Minister has found that wages of labourers differ from factory 
to factory even in the same industry, he has given any direction to the 
employers to standardise the wages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: No final direction has been 
given. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he contemplates issuing such directions 
without any further delay for the standardisation of wages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The moment it is ffnally 
examined. 

32 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government consider it urgent, in view ot 
the widespread strikes which are taking place, to issue immediate orders 
for the standardisation of wages in a particular industry at the level of 
the highest rate of wages ruling in factories in that particular industry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I must tell mv friend 
that only this afternoon at 3 o’clock a conference was convened in the 
Writers’ Buildings in the (Cabinet room to advise Government on this 
very question as to liow labour disputes and all other things can he settled 
in the best way possible. The conference has decided to set up 
a commitee and the personnel of the committee has also been decided. 
We hope some sort of a formula will he put up by that committee so that 
hereafter my friend Mr. Niharendn Dutt-Mazumdar and the employers 
can work side by side and s(‘e tliat peaceful relationship between the 
employers and employees is maintained. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pelased to state the ]»ersonnel of the committee which, he has just said, 
has been set up by tlie Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 cannot tell you off-hand 
— I do not remember the names. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state us to when the proposed committee will be starting its 
work? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Very soon. 

Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government of India have 
formulated definite plans with regard to ,tea labourers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, I think the employers 
of tea labour informed me that they have already begun to take action. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state w'hether the condition of European-owned 
factories is better than that of the Indian-owned factories so far as wages 
are concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot give you any 
answer off-hand. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government will consider the desirability of 
fixing a minimum wage for the labourers in a factory? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, we are trying to do 

it. 


First Munsif’s Court at Malda. 

*120. Mr. RAMHARI ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Judicial Dejiartment aware that the court of the First Munsif at Malda 
has been without any jiresiding officer for more than 6 months since Decem- 
ber, 1945, to the manifold grievances of the litigant public and almost all 
the ])ending suits in the aforesaid court remaining undisposed? 

(/;) If so, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any, has been taken in the matter and when a Munsif is expected to be 
posted there? 
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MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mfi Nagendra Narayan Roy), (a) Yes, the First Munsif’s court at Malda 
has been lying vacant since the 23rd December, 1945. 

At the end of Decpml>er, 1945, the state of files before that court was as 
follows : — 



Total 

Stayed by Debt 


pending. 

Setthunent Boards. 

Original suits 

671 

359 

Miscellaneous cases . . 

99^ 

750 

Execution cases 

l,.372j 



(h) Owing fo shoitage of officers in the cadre of Bengal Civil Service 
(Judicial) at ])r('.sent. it has not been ]>ossihle to post a Munsif in the vacant 
court at ilalda. A Munsit will, however, he posted there as soon as officers 
are available. 

Mr. SURE8H CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: 

C^I, Munsif Malefic mU ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: i 

Mr. RAJENDRA NATH 8ARKAR: M^ill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many of these cases and suits that were* ])en(ling before 
the let Munsif’s Court at Malda at the end of December, 1945, have been 
disposed of since that time? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: I want notice. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be phrased 
to state the reason for this shortage of officejs in the cadre of Bengal (’ivil 
Service (Judicial) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: The last appoint- 
ments were made out of the quota of 1945, and since the no api»ointmenls 
have been made up till now. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whethei he proposes to appoint in this vacancy a 
scheduled caste Munsif.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Appointment will 
be made according to the communal ratio rules. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why no appointment has been made during this long period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY; It will be made , 
soon. We hope to appoint an officer in 3 or 4 months hereafter. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA 8ARKAR: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many such posts are vacant in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY; I want notice. 

Discontinuance of supply of some essential commodities to the Goalundo 
Fishermen’s Co-operative Society. 

•121. Mr. HARAN CHANDRA BURMAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries De])artmeiit be 
pleased to state the reason why the Goalundo Fishermen’s Co-operative 
Society Limited (registered No. 93F., dated the 3rd April, 1939), is not 
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supplied with yarn, coaltar, kerosene oil, sailcloth, salt, rice and other food- 
stuffs and cloth for the floating fishermen who generally (;atch fish at 
Goalundo? 

(b) Is it a fact that a nikery named Assem Ali Biswas is supplied with 
kerosene oil and yarn for the fishermen of Goalundo Ghat? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Ahnied Hossain): 

{a) Goalundo Fishermen's Co-operative Society Limited was entrusted with 
the distribution of capital goods among fishermen but the distribution was 
found most unsatisfactory and the society was found to make illegal collec- 
tions on various pretexts and refuse supply to a large number of hona fide 
fishermen on the ground that they were not members of the society. The 
society was also reluctant to account for the goods received by it to the 
supervising officers of the Fisheries Directorate. Hence the concession was 
withdrawn. 

(h) Yes, but not in his individual capacity, but in his ca])acity as the 
Secretary of the Ice Distribution and Fish Desj)atch Committee which was 
formed under the ausi)ices of the Fisheries Directorate with the Subdivisional 
Officer, Goalundo, as its President. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state to whom or to which society yarn, etc., is now supplied in 
place of Goalundo Fisliermen’s Co-operative Society? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I would refer the honourable member to my 
answer (h). 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: In view of answer (a), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he thinks that these lapses were 
sufficient offences for withdrawing the concession? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: That was surely a sufficient cause. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
aware that the Goalundo Multi-purpose Society, Limited, is guilty of these 
offences and also of profiteering, black-marketing and other more serious 
offences ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I cannot allow so many questions to be put 
toge theft’. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE : Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be ])leased to state if the liaherinen are satisfied with the present 
arrangement? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: T have received no complaints from the fisher- 
men against the present arrangement. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state as to who are the President and Secretary respectively 
^ of Goalundo Fishermen’s Co-operative Society? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I ask for notice. 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that all members of the Ice Distribu- 
tion and Fish Despatch Committee are nominated by Government? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have no such information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us what are the facts on the basis of which he replied that the 
distribution was found most unsatisfactory ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: This society in combination with the Bangiya 
Matshajibi Samity made it a condition precedent for distribution that 
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very recipient would have first to become member of both the bodies and 
iy subscription fee for running? the election campaij^n on behalf of a 
indidate to !tbe Bengal Legislative Assembly; (2) they confined the 
istribution to their members only and thus a large number of hona fide 
shermen who assembled at Goalundoghat from different parts were 
Bprived of the goods although the goods were meant for the distribution 
) hona fide floating fishermen at Goalundo; (3) on account of election 
loney they collected a huge amount from fisliermen extending over several 
lousands of rupees from poor fishermen; (4) they sold yarn, etc., at a 
ite above the controlled rate; and (5) they made invidious discrimination 
‘garding distribution. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

leased to state whether any prosecution was started against any one of 

lem for illegal collection? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have no information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

leased to state when they came to know of these malpractices of the 
iciety, and it after that the society was dissolved? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am unable to answer more than one question 
t a time. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

leased to state when he came to know' of these malpractices? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM; In the middle of January. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
leased to tell us whether the Goalundo Fishermen’s Co-operative Sociidy 
as been dissolved? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI; Will the Hon;ble Minister consider 
be desirability of starting a case against the persons involved ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I think Government wdll consider that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ hie Minister 
e pleased to state whether Mr. Haran Chandra Burman of the Ministerialist 
arty is the President or Secretary of the Society? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM; I have no information. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: to 

■ Fishermen’s Co-operative Society TO 

Fishermen’s Co-operative Society 

^ f 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have no information. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: ^ ’rji 7^ 

\m Union Boardii^ President Tt^i identified 5TO nr illegal 

ratification ^ tor— 4 TO TOlir wTO 

Ml'. ABDUL KARIM; No such complaint has been received by 
Government. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DAB GUPTA: 4^ High Schools l 

Lead Master^n identify — Union Boards? Presidents? identification 

ITO TO HI— WtCfl TO-II ?rTOH T 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I do not accept the first portion of the question 
and so no reply is called forth for the second portion. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister pleased to state the names of the Chairman and the Secretary 
and the office-bearers of the Ooalundo Fishermen’s Co-operative Society, 
Limited ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I think I have already answered that question. 

Mr. BUOY KRISHNA SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whetlier fislierinen were taken as members of the Ice 
Distribution and Fish Despatch Cornmiftee? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, I think they are also members of that 
Committee. 

Point of order. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: On a point of 
order, Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: One mimite, please. With regard to 
question No. 122, I sliould tel) the House that when Dr. Malik put the 
question he Avas not the Additional Chief Whip ot the Oovernmeiit. Since 
he has now become the Additional Chief Whip, he has recpiested me that 
he wants to withdraw the question, as it is not the convention for a 
Parliamentary S(‘cretary or a Whip of the (lovernment to put questions. 

I hope there will be no objection to the withdrawal of the question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, we object to the with- 
draw^al of the question which the Hou.se is now in possession of. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: When Dr. Malik 
put the question he was not a Parliamentary Secretary. The assent of 
the Speaker wais j^iven to it and it has been printed and circulated to us. 
tn view of the fact that it is now before the House and we are in possession 
of it, I do not think there is any harm in allowing the question to be 
answered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not a question of harm. The matter 
has got to be decided in relation to the fact that on this day when the 
question is to be answered. Dr. Malik is not an ordinary member, but the 
Additional Chief Whip of Government, If honourable members have no 
objection, I think I can allow the question to be withdrawn. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: On a point of order, Sir. So far as I 
can remember, this question was put in the last session and w'as due to 
be answered in the last session, but has been carried over. During that 
time Dr. Malik was not the Additional Chief Whip of Government. Now, 
the reply is in our hands. If the Hou.se had not got the reply, I think 
the mischief would not have been done. So I do not think that it is meet 
and proper to allow Dr. Malik to withdraw the question. The House is 
in seisin of the question and the members ot the House have got the right 
to say that an oppoj^tunity should be given to have the question properly 
answered by the lion’ble Minister. The only thing that the Deputy- 
Speaker may do is not to allow Dr. Malik to put any supplementary 
questions. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: I submit, Sr, there were certain 
questions tabled by Mr. Barori and Mr. Bholanath Biswas, when they were 
not holding any office and those questions were ailow'ed to be answered 
even after their stepping into their respective offices. Therefore I do not 
see any reason why this question should not be allowed. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not know what happened as I was not 
then in the Chair. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. But those (][uestion8 were allowed 
to be answered, whoever might have been in the Chair. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKTER: But if Dr. Malik now withdraws his 
q^uestion, I think no one ran compel him to have the question put, and 1 
think the Speaker has got the power to allow questions to be withdrawn. 
In the circumstances I allow Dr. Malik to withdraw the question. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: 1 want to know from you. Sir, if Dr. 
Malik has asked for the leave of the House to have the question withdrawn. 
The House is in seisin of the (juestion. 

Mr. ABDUS 8ABUR KHAN: On a point of ordei. Sir. We know 
that the Speaker has the discretion to allow or disallow any question 
before it is printed or placed before the House. But when a question 
has received the approval of the Speaker and has been printed and allowed 
to be circulated amongst the members and when the lIous(‘ is in seisin 
of the question, how can the Speaker disallow the question When the 
question is before us, it is no longer the property of the questioner, and 
he cannot he allowe«l to have it withdrawn without the consent of the 
whole House. So I would humbly suggest to you to reconsider your 
ruling. The Speaker’s privilege comes before it has r(‘ceived his assent 
or before it has been circulated within tlie House. So, Sir, under the new 
light I would request you to I’ecoiisider tiu* ruling which yon have just 
now given. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; With the leave of the 
House it may be withdrawn and not otherwise. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY; I would request 
Dr. Malik to withdraw his name, not that question. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Dr. Malik by signifying his intention 
to withdraw the (juestion having been appointed as one of the Additional 
Chief Whips, I think he has done his part, hnt before he signified his 
intention to withdraw the question, the question and the answer were 
already in the hands of the members sitting on tbe dift'erent benches of 
the House, so probably he has no right to withdraw tbe question after 
it was in the hands of the members. Now w’hen he signified his intention 
to withdraw his purpose is served and probably he has no intenlion to 
pre.ss the que.stion. 

Mr. ABDUL MOMIN; At that time he was I>r. Malik, M.B.A. Now 
it is not the same M.L.A. He has become a Parliamentary S(‘cretary. 

I believe Dr. Malik, M.L.A. , can withdraw it and not Mr. Malik the 
Parliamentary Secretary. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA; ©T: trj m 

iipr — a tCJ^i withdraw i 

'SsJ ^ i withdraw 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: By your ruling, Sir, yon are going 
to establish a very valuable convention for the conduct of the business 
of this House for future years to come. Sir, you have got to .seriously 
consider that if without crippling or in any other way encroaching on 
the cherished privileges of the members of the House, you disallow a 
?ertain question which has been circulated, then I would believe that 
there would be innumerable cases in which due to various vicissitudes 
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of fortune, one questioner to-day may become a Minister to-morrow, and 
you will have to disallow the question, but the question may relate to 
public service or public utility 

MFi deputy SPEAKER: Mr. Sabur, kindly take your seat. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Where is the provision for 
withdrawal ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have looked into the matter and I find 
that there are precedents both ways. The Hon’hle Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition has pointed out that one question put by one honourable 
member of the House was allowed to be answered and supplementary 
questions put thereto even after he became a Minister of the Govern- 
ment. That precedent is before the House. On the other hand, there 
is also a precedent, I am told, that the present Chief Whip of the 
Opposition, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan Muklierjee, also withdrew his ques- 
tion merely with the pennission of the Chair. On the face of these 
conflictinff precedents I would like some time to consider the question 
and I will ^ifive my decision on this point tomorrow. 

Next question. 

Mr. ABDUS SABUR KHAH: Are we to understand that this question 
is held oyer? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: We do not know who is 
going to he a Minister next time. We understand there is going to he 
expansion of the Cabinet. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: I want to draw 
your attention to another aspect of the matter. The officers concerned 
liave also left Calcutta. Mr, Basu is now in Delhi and the other gentle- 
man may also leave India in a couple of months. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you kindly take your seat? 1 do 
not like the time of the House to be taken up in this way. 

Mr. SHARFUDDIN AHMAD: So, Sir, we take it that the question 
is held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Subdivisional Controllerp Civil Supplies, Chatal. 

•123. Mr. ANNADA PROSAD CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies at Ghatal 

(Midnapore) insisted upon petitions being written on cartridge 
paper at a cost of half an anna each till it was stopped by the 
District Magistrate when a reference was made to him; 

(ii) whether the Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies, Ghatal, signs 

as District Magistrate and whether he did so while passing certain 
orders on dealers under kerosene control order; 

(in) whether the Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies, Ghatal, 
reinstated Aishori Mohan Banerii of Sreebora as a dealer 
although his licence had been cancelled previously by the District 
Magistrate for some irregular practice; 

(tv) whether the Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies, Ghatal, 
issued orders on 18th June, 1946, for control of umbrellas when 
the declared policy and actual practice of Government in other 
parts was one of decontrol; 
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M whether he passed order on 3rd July, 19^, for wholesale control 
of all the 120 umbrellas indented by Jitendra Nath Datta; and 

(rt) whether on 18th June, 1946, the same officer had allowed Bajendra- 
nath Poddar, another dealer, to sell 330 umbrellas freely and 
only 30 out of a total stock of 360 indented by him were to be 
sold under permit? 

(b) If the answers to (a) (v) and (vt) are in the affirmative, will the 
lon^ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for such differential treat- 
nent with the two merchants? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Subdivisional Controller of Civil Supplies at (ihatal 
issued four bales of cloth to Kharar Trading? Association, before 
they received the licence, instead of su])plyintr to the Food Com- 
mittee there; 

{it) whether the local Food Committee received any sui)])ly of fent 
cloth immediately after the suj)ply was made to the Kharar 
Tradin^j: Association; and 

(in) the dates {)n which the Kharar Tradinjr Association received delivery 
of the first four bales and that on which the money was deposited? 

(d) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the Enforcement Branch have seized some stock of the above 
Kharar Tradinf?* Association; 

(//) that the Subdivisional Controller of Civil Sup])lies at Ghatal issued 
s])ecial ])ermits tor an extra (luantity of 2 seers of aiUi or flour 
to (Toveriiment officers over and above their basic ration of lOJ 
seers of cereals which they received from (iovernment depots ; and 

(iii) that the Subdivisional Controller of C!ivil Suj)pli(‘s at (lhatal issues 
permits at his discretion for supply of cloth from the (ihatal 
stock to outsiders!^ 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any supply 
ras made to the Chief Inspector of Inspection and Control, the Commercial 
’ax Officer, Midnapore, and a jeep driver of Midnapore? 

(/) If the answer to clauses (d) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
lon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, (iovernment propose 
0 take in the matter? 


MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
•lon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran): (a) (0, (r;, (') (^’0 ^0 Yes. 

(a) (ii) On one occasion the Subdivisional ('ontroller did so, ])resumably 
iwing* to his misunderstanding of the order from the District Magistrate 
luthorising him to exercise certain ])Owers on behalf of the District 
Magistrate. 

(iii) Yes. The Subdivisional Controller appointed Kishori Mohan 
lanerji as a dealer on the recommendation of the Secretary, Food Committee, 
md was presumably not aware of the previous orders of the Subdivisional 
)fficer. When the previous orders came to his notice, the Siibdivisional Con- 
roller asked the dealer to resign and he did so. 

(iv) The price and distribution of umbrellas were under control in June, 
[946, and are still under control. The Subdivisional Controller was there- 
ore within his rights in issuing the orders. 

(h) The Subdivisional Controller’s explanation is that he allowed free 
ale of reconditioned umbrellas of poor quality for which there was no large 
leraand. 

(c) (i) Yes, But after a reference to the Director-General, Enforcement, a 
icence was issued to the firm soon afterwards. 
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(Hi) The price was deposited by the Kharar Trading Association on 
22nd June, 1946, and the delivery order in respect of the bales was issued to 
Hhem on 23rd June, 1946. 

(d) (ii) Yes, for dependants in excess of three from Government Ration 
Shops. Low paid Government employees receive rations for themselves and 
their dependants not exceeding three. 

No such extra ration is supplied to Government officers having only three 
dependants. 

(m) and (e) Not as a general rule, but some textiles of an un])opular 
variidy wer(‘ allotted to a Commercial Tax Officer, a Chief Inspector of 
lfjs])ec,tion and Control and to a jeep driver who was temporarily stationed 
at Ghatal. 

(/) The case started by the Enforcement Rraneli is being allow'ed to take 
its normal course. No action is necessary regarding allotment of foodgrains 
to dependants of (lovernment employees on the same scale as to the rest of 
po])ulation. As regards distribution of clolh in Ghatal, fuller inquiries are 
being made and dcdects found will be rectified. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With reference to answer (r)(/), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason why cloth was 
issued to the Association concerned without their having a license I'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Through mistake. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Subdivisional Controller has been dismissed, and if 
so, why? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 have no such information. 

Mr. MD. ABDU8 8ALAM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
give the name of the Controller? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: S. K. Das. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: With reference to answer (/>), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pelased to state whether the Subdivisional 
Controller’s explanation was considered sufficient by Government? 
Whether the action of the Subdivisional Controller was, strictly from the 
legal point of view, not a contravention? 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Question time is over. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: May I submit, Sir, that it is a very 
important question and it may be held over. We have to put a lot of 
supplementary questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In one hour we have done only five or six 
questions, and there is a large number of questions. If you want this 

S uestion to be held over, I have no objection, but please also remember 
lat if you want all your questions to be answered, you have got to 
proceed "a little more quickly; otherwise there 'will be a large number of 
questions pending and they will not be answered during this session. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, now-a-days an honour- 
able member, as a member, puts a question, and the answer to his 
question is given when he becomes either Parliamentary Secretary or 
Whip. I, therefore, ^suggest that it is better that this question should be 
held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr, Sinha, if you really desire that the 
question should be held over, I have no objection. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Yes, Sir, I do. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The question is held over. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 



1947.] 


SHORT-NOTICE QUESTIONS. 


495 


(After adjournment.) 

Statement on Balurghat incident. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir, I proniiHetl on the last 
occasion when an adjonrninent motion was about to be moved in this 
House that I would make on Tluirsday, a statement dealing with the 
general situation, similar to what occurred in Balurghat in reference to 
which an adjournment motion was admittetl to be moved. Onlv very 
recently, as a matter of fact, just about two liours ago, T received from 
the District Authorties very detailed reports of the incidents, and I 
think that the House would like to know something more than the sketchy 
reports which were to hand until very recentl\, ami 1 propose, Sir, with 
your leave, and 1 hope that the House will bear with me that I should 
make this statement tomorrow after I have digesttvl those statements. 

Extension of time for the submission of amendments. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
have one submission to make. AVe have got four Hills — Special Powers 
Bill, (olleetive Fines Bill, (’ivic (Juards Bill and Dacca Area Security 
Bill — and w'c shall have to put in aiiHUidments to these Bills tomorrow'. 
In r(‘spect of Special Powers Bill and (’olleetive Fines Bill, we will have 
to ]>ut in amendimmts tomorrow, and as regards ('ivi(‘ (Juards Bill and 
Dacca Area Security Ibll, we w’ill have to jmt in aimuidments on the drd 
March which means practically tomorrow, because there w'ill be no 
sitting of the Assembly from the 2nd MarcJi up to 9th March. My sub- 
mission before you, therefore, is that in respect of the submission of 
amendments, the time may be extended, so that we may put in amend- 
ments to all these Bills on the llth of March after the reopmiing of the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am told that the (iovernment will not 
find it possible to stick to the programme. There is no certainty tliat 
the time will be extended. AVhat particulai date will be fixed for the 
submission of amendments will be made knowui to you later on. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it would appear there 
is no chance whatsoever of these Bills being taken up until after the 
Budget has been — as I hope it W'ill be — passed by the nouse. In that 
case from our side we would have no objection if time is extended to the 
llth. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Since the Ilon’ble Chief Minister has no 
objection I extend the time up to the llth of March. 

Externment Order on Mr. Jyoti Basu, M.L.A. / 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: On a point of privilege, Sir. I would like to 
make a submisaion%efore you and that is tiiat 1 have been served with 
an externment order from a part of my constituencj' — Mymensingh — by 
the District Magistrate, Mymensingh. I think it is interfering wdth my 
right to visit my constituency. On that I would like to have your ruling. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Honourable members are aware that the 
Government of India Act lays down that the House is competent to jias.'^ 
a Bill defining the rights and privileges of the honourable members of this 
House, but up till now a step in that direction has not been taken as 
contemplated under the Constitution Act. Unlcvss those pow'ers are 
clearly defined, I am not in a position to give any decision on the point 
raised by Mr. Basu. 

8hort-notice questions. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have one 
submission to make. I put two short-notice questions of w^hich one is on 
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the cancellation by the Madras and C. P . Governments of the quota of 
groundnut oil and pulses. I would like to know what has happened to 
that question. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER; As regards short-notice questions I would 
request the honourable member to see me in my Chamber. 


Supplementary Demands, 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALi: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to present before the House, the supplementary estimate of expendi- 
ture for the current year. The total amount covered by these estimates 
is over Its. 7,10 lakhs out of which lakhs is for charged expenditure 
and the balance is voted. I may state here that in my Budget Speech 
a few days ago I have already explained broadly all the circumstances 
necessitating the increase of expenditure according to the revised 
estimates as compared with the original budget estimates and the details 
under each head have also been furnished more fully in the explanatory 
memorandum on the budget, that is, the Red Book. The reasons 
for the present demands in tlie supplementary estimates have been set 
out in the explanatory memorandum given under each head and will be 
gone into more fully by the Hon’ble Minister concerned as each demand 
is moved. I shall, therefore, now confine myself to a very brief 
resume of these supplementary estimates. The House will find that by 
far the largest demand is under “Famine”, a demand of nearly 3 crores. 
This large additional expenditure is mainly due to an increase in 
expenditure for gratuitous relief, purchase of large stocks of preserved 
foodstuffs for relief i)urj)oses, distribution of doles and clothings on a 
larger scale and intensification in the opening of test relief work. The 
next major item of demand is under miscellaneous where an additional 
expenditure over Ks. 2 crores has been found necessary for the relief 
of riot victims in (,'alcutta and other places and for the Bihar refugees. 
Bracketed with this item is an expenditure of half a crore for the 
Kanchrapara area development scheme for industrial, residential and 
other purposes which will be financed by loan to be obtained from the 
Government of India for productive or self-financing development 
projects. Under Police, the supplementary estimate is of the order of 
Rs. 37 lakhs; a large portion of this demand is due to the fact that 
recoveries from the Government of India for increased expenditure on 
Police are expected to be less than was originally assumed. The balance 
is mainly on account of larger expenditure on development 
projects which are being financed from grants by the Central Govern- 
ment and also for the strengthening of the Calcutta and Bengal Police 
by substantial increase in personnel, provision oL new arms, better 
transport facilities and extension of the w'ireless sjWtem of communica- 
tion between police-stations within the Province. Under General 
Administration the extra demand is for Rs. 24 lakhs spread over a number 
of items as indicated in the explanatory memorandum, the main items 
being a provision of Rs. 9 lakhs for post-war unemployment relief, Rs. 2 
lakhs for purchase and maintenance of aircrafts and jeep cars. The 
supplementary demand under Loans and Advances Bearing interest stands 
at very nearly one crd!-e of which 50 lakhs is for advance to cultivators, 
19 lakhs for cattle loan and 26^ lakhs for loan to the Calcutta Corporation 
for certain items mentioned in the Explanatory Memorandum. All these 
loans are of course ultimately recoverable. Two other items call for 
specific mention in this connection of token. These are the demands for 
one rupee each under Education and Medical for the purpose of obtaining 
the assent of the Legislature to the expenditure from the Muslim Educa- 
tion Fund created from the current year for the advancement of education 
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of Muslim students. These token grants are necessary to meet the require- 
ments of audit. The demands under the remaining heads are compara- 
tively small and as the reasons therefor have been furnished below such 
head, I need not trouble the honourable ineiubers with any further 
explanation for supplementary demands under those heads. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in 
rising to offer a few general comments on the budget, 1 want to tell the 
fion’ble the Finance Minister that 1 am fully conscious of the difficulties 
that beset him and the grave turmoil through which Bengal has pased 
in recent months. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has presented before 
the House a very huge deficit budget again that has utterly disappointed 
us. This Government could do much if they wished as the resources 
and revenues of this Province are quite adequate to meet the ntT-essaries 
and expenditure of Bengal. 

Sir, we expected some new orientation of the budget this year, but 
Qur hopes are dashed to the ground and we are utterly hopeless to find 
that he has simply chewed the cud, i.e., he has only rei)eated the previous 
years’ budgets with some petty modifications and alterations which are 
indispensable, retaining the same old framework and i)oIicy of the 
Government. 

Sir, we know that about 90 per cent, of the total population of Bengal 
live on agriculture. Now when we go through the budget we find that 
under the head “Agriculture” the expenditure budgeted for, is 
too inadequate. We find no well-thought out scheme or programme, the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has adopted for tlu* improved method of 
cultivation and thereby to ameliorate the condition of the agriculturists 
who use implements of Adam's time. They have got no cattle 
to plough their lands. They are hel]>le.ss against the inclemencies of 
weather and as a result, famine is the inevitable and general occurrence 
in the countryside, in every year. The people living in the villages 
only hear of an agricultural officer or demonstrator of the Government, 
but they are not in any way benefited b\ him. In imitating the habit 
of his boss the demonstrator puts on hat ami shoes and being afraid of 
the mud, he will never enter a village where l»is ])resence is essentially 
re(]uired. If we analy.se the expenditure on agirculture, it would appear 
that pay of officers, pay of establishments and contingencies have 
exhausted a major portion of the provision budgeted tor. It is evident, 
thi.s department is completely out of touch with the mas.ses. 

Also there are certain other provisions under the heads — Irrigation, 
Embankments, Drainage works, etc., in the budget; but in the absence 
of methodical planning we find only a <lrainage of ])ublie mon»*y witlwuit 
any substantial or material work. A few (la>s ago we have got notice 
of a Bill under the style, “The B(*ngal Acijuisition ot AVast(‘ Ijand Bill, 
1947”. We don’t know what the ulterior motive ol the Government is 
with regard to tliis Bill, but had there been any ade(iuate provision 
and proper facilities of irrigation, embankment or draimige work for 
cultivation, Sir, I could assure the Finance* Minister that there would 
not have been any scrap of wa.ste land nunaining fallow and uncultivated 
ill this Province where man power is quite, sufficient to deal with any 
quantity of land, and the question of depriving the private owners of 
their valuable lands wmuld not have arisen. Also, then* would not have 
been any recurrence of frequent famine and the people would never (lie 
in thousands and suffer in millions. Sir, so far as the Jalpaiguri di.strict 
is concerned, we have never .seen any tangible wMirk under the 
head Irrigation, Embankments and Drainage wmrk for tin* last ten years 
since the inauguration of the Provincial Autonomy in our country. 
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With regard to Education, specially of the Scheduled Castes educa- 
tion, we are practically hoping against hope. Even 2 per cent, of our 
people do not know how to read and write. The Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has graciously made a provision of an additional sum of Rs. 5 
lakhs for the advancement of education of the members of the Scheduled 
Castes, in the budget, but unfortunately the provision made, is not of a 
recurring nature and the amount is too inadequate as compared with 
the like provision made for the advancement of Muslim education. It 
is a well-known fact that the Schedule (iistes people are the most back- 
ward in education. This petty amount, at the present time, is (jiiite 
insufficient for a section of people who form more than one-fifth of the 
total population of Bengal. To my mind, Sir, it is merely an eye-wash 
to pacify our newly appointed two Schedule Castes Minister, just in a 
manner we pacify a child by giving a sweet in his hands. 

Sir, the Scheduled Castes people live in a very pitiable and lamentable 

condition. Their ignorance is colossal and their poverty is so very 

appalling that any popular Government worth tlie name should spend any 
amount for raising these people. 

Sir, the said amount, however inade(|uate it might be, would be 
comj)leteIy useless, if there be no well-thought-out scheme or plan. I 
am afraid, Sir, the amount may remain unexpended or it may be misspent 
as we find the condition -of expenditure in other heads of this 

budget. So, I urge u])on the Hon’ble Finance Minister not to neglect 
this ignorant mass. 1 urge upon him again to come lorward with a clean 
motive, at least, to see that such may not be the fate of this amount 
provided in the present budget. 

Sir, I ask the Treasury Bench to remember that such was also the 
condition of the Muslim population of Bengal, som(‘ ten years ago; but 
with a huge amount of public money along with powers in hand they are 
becoming partial and one-sided, and are making provision after provi- 
sion for the advancement of their own community, negh‘cting or ignoring 
the Scheduled ('astes altogether. Sir, such a state of things would not 
be tolerable and the Scheduled Castes people will no longer lag behind. 

Sir, we find the same inflation of the budgetary expenditure and the 
same heavy or rather increased demands for Police and other top-heavy 
administrative departments; but w^e have seen in the Calcutta carnage 
what part the police played in maintaining peace and tranquillity. They 
were mere onlookers and at times they helped in the perpetration of 
serious offences instead of saving the lives and properties of the people. 

I hope, Sir, to see a drastic reorganisation and retrenchment in the hand 
of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Mri NARENDRA SINGH 8INCHI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
precarious state of the province’s finances, as revealed in the budget 
estimates presented by Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali, in the second year 
of his finance-ministeTsbip, is undoubtedly a dismal reflection on the 
condition to which Bengal has been reduced under the present administra- 
tion. It amply serves to underline the disastrous consequences of the 
short-sighted, spendthrift policies pursued by the Bengal Govern- 
ment, and their utter inefficiency in properly harvesting and utilising the 
economic and financial resources of the province for its all-round develop- 
ment. The province stands today virtually on the verge of bankruptcy. 
It is more than appairnt that unless vigorous steps are taken immediately 
to develop the province’s own resources, and to reduce the widenning gap 
between income and expenditure, it might be too late to prevent a total 
financial break-down in near future. 

Sir, it was expected of Mr. Mohammed Ali, as the Minister-in-charge 
responsible for rehabilitating the province’s finances, after the strain 
and turmoil of the war years, that he should take stock of the total 
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financial situation as it stands today and of the over-all needs of the entire 
province, and then proceed on that basis, to make a c‘onstnictive approach 
to the solution of the innumerable problems that beset the province today. 
But unfortunately, the budget he has presented before this House 
disappointingly fails us like its predecessor in the total absence of that 
fundamental constructive approach which might put the province on its 
feet again, even now. He has repeatedly harped on the hackneyed i)h*a 
of the financial injustice inflicted on Bengal under the Meston and 
Niemeyer Awards and the extra-ordinary burdens placed on the shoulders 
of the Province as a consequence of the war and its aftennath. And as 
the inevitable sequel to this wonted plea he has again ])ut forward the 
demand fV)r the continuance of annual subventions and caj)ital grants from 
the ('eiitral (Tovernment. It is pertimuit to ask him however il he has 
done evervtliing that lay in his power to do in order to ])ut the finances 
of the Province on a stable and sound basis oma* again. It seems that 
the only measures that he has been able to rack out liis brain after much 
thinking up till now, are firstly a tightening up of the administration of 
the Sales Tax, which is expected to yield a few jialtry lakhs inon* than 
it is doing at present, and secondly the dejuitaiion overseas cd' an oflicei 
of the Finance' Department to obtain u])-to-date information about the 
incidence and structure of taxation in foreign countries. ^I’liis latter 
step would not, it is obvious, yndd anything at im'smit, hut would rather 
eat uj) at least twenty-three thousand every yinir till tlu‘ oHicer on (h'puta- 
tion concludes his educational itinerary and ndurns back to Ifengal 
to report to the Ilon'hle Finance Minister. Om* only wonders, Sir, 
whether in the face of the immediate recjuireimmt of devising ways and 
means for a total deficit of nearly crores in th(‘ reviseil and coming 
year’s budget taken together, flie Hon'hle Finaiici* Minister is not treat- 
ing us to a piece of comic interlude. Seriousl\ sp(‘aking, 1 challenge him 
to declare before this House what else, beside.s these two almost ridiculously 
inadequate measures, has he or the (lovernment to which he belongs done 
so far to scure improvement in the revenin* resources of the Province by 
developing the economic wealth and resources of the people particularly 
in the fields of agriculture and industry. 

It is but a truism. Sir, that the sinews of State depend ultimately 
on the taxable capacity of the people and the taxable capacity in its turn 
depends on the wealth and productivity in the spheres of agriculture and 
industry. It is to the need for securing speedy developments in these 
two spheres that the (lOvernment should have turned first of all and here 
it is precisely that their failure is the most glaring. The development 
jirogrammes undertaken so far have almost wholly been financed by loans 
and outright grants from the Centre. But so far as the present Govern- 
ment of Bengal are concerned, they have sigularly failed in devising and 
undertaking any w'ell co-ordinated and scientific plan for the 
development of irrigation, agriculture or industry — T am mentioning 
irrigation for that is intimately connected with both agriculture and 
industry. What astounds one mo.st in this connection is that the Govern- 
ment have failed to implement important items even of such projects of 
development as they have been enabled to undertake wdth financial help 
from the C’entre. Public opinion in the Province have long been demand- 
ing that concrete steps should be taken for the excavation and resuscita- 
tion of derelict irrigation tanks, thousands of which lie scattered 
in the country-side. A sum of Es. .‘^U) lakhs was actually provided for in 
the budget estimates of 19*10-47 for this purpose. But now the Hon'hle 
Finance Minister comes forward with the surjirising statement that the 
scheme has been postponed without however assignning any reason lor it 
whatsoever. Schemes worth Es. ol lakhs have remained unim]demented 
in the department of industries and agriculture taken together. The 
cause for the non-implementation of all .these schemes have b(‘en vaguely 
attributed partly to disturbed conditions in the Province and partly to 
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unspecified technical difficulties. It seems that the plea of disturbed 
conditions often comes in handy for the Government to cover up their 
lapses in any and every sphere of activity. But the Government 
should remember that it would not carry them, or the Province whose 
destinies are now entrusted in their hands, very far unless they can show 
that they- are doinf? something? tangible. Unfortunately the tangible 
achievements of Government in respect of irrigation, industry and agri- 
culture — the three departments of Governmental activity on which the 
general prosperity of the country depends to a greater extent than those 
in any other — are but few. In agirculture the only things that they have 
been able to provide for is a sum of lakhs for the starting of a Salvage 
Farm for dry cows and buffaloes; and in industry, they have only made 
provisions for lakhs for the expansion and reorganisation of the 
Industrial Research Board and the opening of a Technological Station for 
experimenting in fish-processing and the utilisation of fish-wastes. The 
most that can be said in favour of these projects is that though useful they 
do not reach the core of the basic problems of industry and agriculture. 

The basic problem in industry is one of the availability of power at the 
cheapest rates. The ability of "a nation to undertake the execution of a 
plan of all round industrial development is almost synonymous w'ith the 
development of its power potentiol — both thermal and hydro. The 
question of exploring the possibilities of hydro-electrical development in 
the Province easily comes to the mind in this connection. The House 
would like to know^ from the Government how^ far their previously 
announced objective of damming the Teesta for the purpose of develop- 
ing electrical energy for the use of the whole of North Bengal has 
progressed. Similar schemes might with advantage and great profit be 
undertaken in other parts of the Province also. The House would also 
be interested to know w'hat the Government have done so far in utilising 
the (lata provid(‘d by the River Research Institute for the development of 
large-scale irrigation projects. It is ikhmUcss to point out that mere 
expansion of the River Research Institute without a corre.sponding eager- 
ness to utilise the results of its research(\s and labours for the benefit of 
the Province has no meaning. 

Sir, I would request the Government to plan in advance of time with 
a long-range view towards the future. It is undeniable that Bengal is 
fast lagging behind otlier Provinces in the matter of industrial develop- 
ment. Her industries have been localised mainly in and around Calcutta 
and in the tea and coal producing regions. Leaving aside tea 
and coal these are again mainly confinecl to iute. Barring Calcutta and 
Nurayanganj and one or tw'o railway and coal centres Bengal has hardly 
-any industrial town worth the name. There are immense possibilities 
of * industrial development throughout the whole length and breadth of 
the Province, if only proper facilities and cheap i)ower could be provided 
throughout the Province by a well-planned and c(^mprehensive scheme. 
When shall our Government wake to their responsibilities in this regard? 

I may tell them and their supporters in the benches opposite 
quite frankly — as one personally connected with land, industry and trade 
— that mere pre-occupation with the sliaring of Government jobs and 
patronages of various kinds would spell rum for the industrial future 
of the Province and ultimately for the very jobs that the Government 
could create. LoolC at the index of industrial development for different 
Provinces. Industry is really moving aw^ay from Bengal, and it would 
move still more speedily as the present tendency of the Government 
toward throwing an increasingly greater burden on industry without 
offering it countervailing advantages continues to grow. Let the Govern- 
ment take courage in both hands and lay down a proper, business-like 
blue-print for a well-planned and well co-ordinated (ievelopment for the 
whole field of industry, agriculture and power resources of the Province 
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)n scientific lines. Otlierwise it woul<l he poor solace for the starving 
)easantrv of Beiicral. particularly Mussalmans to learn from the Hon’hle 
Finance Minister that Provincial Department of Agriculture has ammired 
:he lat(‘st model ice-maiiufacturinfr plant at flic cost of (>^ lakha 
)f rupees, or tor the legions ot unemployed men and women that scope 
’or industrial researches are being expanded by the De])artment of 
industry. Sir, the (Trovernment should know it quite jdainly that the 
lays of window-di’cssing imd outward show off are gone. AVhat is needed 
s some sucli scheme tor the deveJoiunent of industry and agriculture 
vhose (dfcct on tlu' total economy «d the Province would he felt within 
ire t(^ ten u'ars of time, which would serve to raise the level of 
iroductivity in tlu‘ Ihoviixe and the standard of living of its common 
nen and women and which would in the long run obviate the ignominy 
)f habitual heggarv to which the Provimv is obliged to submit at the 
ireseiit time. x\s an instance of what can be achieved in the matter of 
mproving the levtuiue resources of the IVovinct* by a ])olicy of industrial 
mil agricultural jdanning 1 may cite the exanijde o*' Mysore w'hich in ten 
:o fifteen years time has incresaed its revenue by ten times mainly by 
idopting a iiolicy of ]danned agricultural and industrial development. 
tf>sore noAv not onl\ stands torth as one of the leading industrial States 
)t India, it is at the same time oni* financially most solvent. The Bengal 
jovornment might with advantage emulate the tine example of Mysore 
learer at home instmul ol sending dejiutations to foreign countries to 
itudy financial methods. 

Looked at from the constructive jioint of view the budget that 
lon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali has jiresented before this House is a doubly 
leficit one. It is a deficit budget not merely in respect fd‘ the immediate 
inancial ])rofit and loss account. What is w’orse, it shows a greater 
leficit in respect of that long range constructive for(‘sighf and hold 
inancial statcincnfshij) which is so urgently required today if the Province 
,s to he saved tiom total harikniptcv. As it stands, however, the Inidget 
letore us is a budget of imjioteiit speridthrdftness and utter fimmeial 
neptitude. looking wistfully to doles in the shape of fat subventions 
rom the Centre to hel]) the Bengal (iovernmerit out ot its ditlieulties ami 
o tuiahle them to maintain a jirecaiious equilibrium between income and 
•xpenditure. 

Conscious in bis inner mind of the vital lacunae in his budget the 
don’ble Mr. Mohammed Aii has sought cleverl\ ti» throw’ a screen over 
hem in the shape of communal jiatronagi*. Almost all the important 
terns of ni'W' cxpiuiditurc besides <lcv*d(>pmt‘nt programme covered by 
subvention^ fr‘om the Centrv are earmarks] for a particular community. 
Taking all these it rues as jiruvided for in the Revised Kstimafe of 1940-47 
ind in the Budget tor the coming year the immediate s])ecial 
lenefits offered to the most iavouied community come up at the least to 
he tune of rupees one crore lakhs in the sum total. But thi.s special 
lolicitude for one community which Ilon’ble ithe Finance Mini.ster has 
lought to display is nothing hut sheer camouflage. Its main purpo.se is 
0 hide from the eyes of the innumerable Mu.slim masses of Bengal, the 
igly fact of the colossal failure of the Ministry to effect any improve- 
nent in their lot, their failure Ito feed and clothe the starving millions, 
ind to lead them to that haven where at lea.st their Viasic physical needs 
vould not go un.satisfied. Howsoever much the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister may trumpet hi.s achievements in benefiting ceirtain sections of 
lis own cojiimuiiiiy. he has not by any means served the lasting interests of 
nillions of MiiNlim and Hindu masses of Bengal, who pine away their 
ives in the fields and cottage.^ in starvation, misery and .squalor. As 
lucli, I would request the House to prepare to throw aw*ay the budget 
)resented by him outright. It i.s a budget of inefficiency and doleful 
mpotency, it i.s a budget of communal nepotism and corruption; it can 
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only land uh to the worst sort of financial quandary, if not in utter bank- 
ruptcy and ruin ; it is a budget absolutely unworthy of consideration by 
the House. It only merits categorical rejection. 

Mr. EBRAHIM KHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, much has been 
said against the Budget presented before the House and something can 
certainly he said against it in perfect justice, but still I feel that I cannot 
begin without ofiering my compliments to tlie HorCble Finance Minister 
for introducijig some important novelties in the Budget for this 
year. 1 refer to the decent sum of Es. lb crores for development 
projects. I refer to the creation of Muslim education Fund and strength- 
ening of the Scheduled (’a>»te Education Fund. I also mean tht‘ hostel 
accommodation for a large numh(‘r of students who have for years together 
wandered about th(‘ streets of Calcutla for want of suitable accommodalion. 
And above all 1 otter my compliment tor the five-year plan for introduc- 
ing compulsory firimary education in this great Erovirice. Unfortunately 
it is these peculiar provisions in thi* Budget \\hich havi* evoked stout 
protests from the other side' ot the House. One honourable inembers has 
characteris(‘d the liudget as a budget. Sir, 1 know something 

of Moglai Boast and, frankly sjieaking, my tongue watered in the expec- 
tation that some ])rovision might have he(‘n made in the Budget for 
catering Mogla'i Boast to the members in this House, but I was dis- 
appointed. Another honourable member in tin* course oi th(‘ discussion of the 
Budget said that the Budged was m<*ant jmredy lor th(‘ Mussalmans ot Ifengal, 
while all tiiese hh‘ssings that are coming in the wake of the freedom move- 
ments are the direct results of tlie solitary struggles by the members of the 
Hindu community. Sir, the as.sertion is sweeping in character. And as 
it comes from the lips of a man who enjoys an all-Jndia re])utation, it 
deserves some consideration. With the permission of the Chair J ])ropose 
to take the honourable members of this House hurriedly over the ])eriod 
from aft(‘r the battle ol Blassev u]> to the Azad Hind movemeiil of 
yesterday. 1 feel tempted, first of all, to refer to that movement pojiiihirly 
known as the AVahahi movement in India. Wludher that movement has 
been coriaadly named or not it is not m\ purjiost' to sa\ . What l^ import- 
ant is that it was a frc'edom movement and ior this movenuml hundr(‘ds of 
m> countrymen, hundre«ls (d‘ men of th(‘ community to which 1 have the 
honour to belong laid »lown their lives ungrudgingly. Sir, A\e read in the 
history, in our sidiool text-books that when Lord Mayo went to the 
Andamans for a visit, a Muslim young man stabbed him to d(‘ath. He was 
not an ordinary murderer. History tells us that he was a young man who 
Lad seen with own eyes scores ot his countrymen, .scores ot men ot his 
own community who had been jailed, beaten, bayoneted and killed h\ our 
Imperialist masters. Jt was that scene of blood that intlamed that young 
man to spring upon the Governor-General and take that fatal step. AA^e 
find in the papers of those days that some of the noble citizens of this 
Calcutta town were hanged in a manner which was not justified in any way. 
We may claim that the first man to bo hanged for the crime of patriotism 
was born long before the famous Klmdiram. Let me tell my friends on 
that side that I do not want to take away anything from the glory of that 
man. AA^hat I want to say is that our country was not so poor that it was 
for the first time that it produced a man like Khudiram. 

AVo may next cQjne fo the Sepoy Mutiny. AA^e know that Hindus and 
Muslims fought side by side for freedom movement. AVe hear that most 
of the branches of the trees [that lie on the Grand Trunk Road from Howrah 
to Lahore had the dead bodies ot our countrymen hanging for the exalted 
crime of love for their country — 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. DEWAN LUTFAR RAHMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am 
grateful to you, Sir, for giving me an opportunity to enter into a general 
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discussion of the l^udfrtd }>resciitc<l l»y tlie H(ni lilc Finance Ministefr 
I Lave read the Binljret and licard the criticisms from llie Ojjpositicui. 
I do not know of any Budj^et of an\ (ioverninent of the world whi(di was 
acce])ted witlioiit criticisms. Mr. Attlee’s Ifudevt is criticise<l by 
Mr. (’liurchill and Mr. Ghurclnirs Budji'et used also to he criticised 

by Mr. Attli'c. Honest and unbiassed criticisms are always desiralile for 
pfood Government. The Budf^tU is deficit ami the H(»n bh‘ hinance 

Ministei* is impeaclu'd for introducing- such a Budj’et. It is said by my 
honourable friend Dr. Mookerjee, the yieat jiatnot ot llu‘ Hindus that 
Ben^-al is tlnown into the Jtay of Ih‘n; 4 'al ami it is nioi t ‘^aued (.ncc* lor all 
and it is the Bud;i'(‘t oi future I’akistan, but we should not torm*t that, 
al! on a suddon the nnicli inalio-mMl Muslim lica^uc Ministr\ has not 
introduced a deficit Budget. It is tlic accuniulal ions td all dcticits id the 
last niiH* U'ais including tin* \»*ar wlum Dr. Mookerjei' was hinisidl the 
Finance Aiinister. It is the result <d the h‘i;-.»cy hdt 1»\' liim. It will 
not do to forget that the pr(‘sent deficit is to ;i ^-icat e\t(‘nt due to the 
role that this jb‘ovinc(‘ was calleil upon to pla.\ during- ihc last world 
war. At a time whmi otlu'i* Provinc(‘s bi'caiue riidi ami riclu*r w'ltli war 
profits and war contracts, Bcn^-al sufV»‘i(*d the most ladno- a major base 
for war operations in the East. Food crisis bej^an, normal trade channels 
were blocked ami crores of rutUM's had to he spent for i’(dief and ndiabilitii- 
tion. Thus revenue delicit becaim‘ chionic. d'lu* land revenuo 
could have been aii^immted, but for tiu' Peimancnt Scdthmiciit which has 
denied Benf]^al of a vm-y formidabh* amount of land revimm^. Alon^ with 
this the Nieme>er Award made the Gcnlral Govcinimml solvent and 
Provinci's dependent on Gent re in many rcspc'cts It is said that the 

Ben^^al Bud^-et, as one jirevious s])(mker has remarked, is a Moifiai 

Bud^'et as larjjj'e sums of monc\ art‘ proposed t(» he sjxail loi Muslim 
causes. Tlie criticism is uiiw arrantt*d figures as we lind that the 

Iloirble Finance Minister is anxious to commcniorali> the memory of 
Mahatma Gandhi this vear In allotin^^ Bs. ID lakhs tor ilo' education of 
the llarijans. M’hat is allotted for tin* ^luslinis tails tar short (d their 
ex pt'ctat ion . Ibovision slioiild have hccii niaih* toi a Muslim 1 niversity 
which Is lh(‘ dciiiand ot ihc Muslims ot Bengal. I his (io\ernmi'nt has hi‘cn 
foi‘(‘('d to make some ai'i aii^cmcnt s tor ^liislim students because (d the ^^rmit 
Muslim killing' pmpetrated hy the Hindus duiinjji- the last ca i n,i<»o‘. (o)\crn- 
meiit critainl\ cannot ki'cp the Muslim sludeiils m a Hindu aica without 
making' some arran^iMiicnl loi them not to be slaiij^h hu ed In llu' Hindus. It 
has been said that (iovi'inimml could not spmid momn on aj.'ricul I lire, 
irri^’ation and civil works, as it had fJTut no sidicmc. But we should not 
for‘»’et that it W'as not thought of at tin* time (d passing- the BmU'et that 
Bene-al w'ould have to U'lve leliet to iiol \iclims and not i<du^-e(‘H 
of Bengal and Bihar at an enormous cost of more than tWM» crores of 
rupees. Sir, if w^e consider the Budj^et thorou;^-hl\ we will find that 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister has piyeii more attention to Western 
Bengal where the Hindus are in a majority than to Kastcin Bengal wlierc 
the Muslims are in a majority. He lias attemjitiul to jilease the Himlu.s 
by putting in allotments for North Calcutta Rural Electrification Scheme, 
Kanchrapara Development Scheme, etc. However much he may have 
[tried to please them, they wull not cease to bite. The Hon’bb* Finance 
Minister has done nothing for Northern Ihuigal. There has not been 
any allotment of money for any scheme in any Noith Bengal district. 
I would like to have a statement from the Hon’ble Finance Minister as 
to why no schemes for irrigation, resuscitation of dving rivers and khaU 
have been taken up. The Pabna Distiict Road Development Committee 
adopted a resolution which was timely forwarded to the Hon’ble Minister 
by the District Magistrate for taking up the provincial higlnvaya 
and for allotment of money this year for the purpose, but nothing has 
been allotted. I would be glad if the Hon’ble Minister makes a state- 
ment as to how he wants to di.stribute the sum of 54 lakhs of rupees 
nrovided for relief to primary school teachers this year. The number of 



504 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[27tii Feb., 


primary schol teachers exceeds two lakhs, and I want to know from the 
Hon’hle Minister as to how he wants to distribute the amount among them. 

Then, Sir, the Ministry has been maligned for the loss in the Boat 
Construction Scheme, but boat construction was not taken up by this 
Ministry — it was a war measure taken up during the Section 03 regime 
for which this Minisiry was not at all respf>nsible. 

With these words, Sir, 1 support the Budget. 

Mr, HAS8AN ALI: Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
for Ills earnest zeal and entliusiasni evinced in the Budget for ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the rural people of Bengal. He says in his 
concluding speech that the measures included in the Budget are conceived 
in the best and higliest intt'resls of the masses. Yes. But 1 ask, Sir, 
the masses of where? 

Sir, very painfully 1 beg io point out that the Finance Minister’s 
concluding ])f)rtion ot ihe Budgel statement tallies very little with his 
distribution of nation building measures, from the territorial points of 
view. 1 have examiiKMl th(‘ Budget and found tliat it has been framed 
most iiuMpiitably irom territorial view ]>oints. 

Sir, the fundamental principle of Government is that the helpless 
shall be helped and the backward be uplifted. But 1 am really surprised 
to find that the most backward ])ortion of the country, namely. East 
Bengal and North Bengal hav(‘ been hopelessly neglected with the 
honourable exception of Dacca and Darjeeling districts respectively. 

Sir, w'ith c'vory department a deveb)pment programme has been 
attached, but on an examination of them \ou will be astonished to find 
that not a single measure of any considerable importance has been included 
for any North Bengal districts, which are notorious as most 
backward — backward educationally, industrially, agriculturally, in 
health, and in fact, in all re.s]>ects. Sir, nearly l(i crores of rupees have 
been budgeted in the coming year for development of the country, but it 
is curious to note that almost IM) jier cent, of this huge sum has been 
proposed in the Budget to (‘oncentrate on ('alcutta and Suburban districts 
of West Bengal which are more or less urban and can hardly be called 
rural. It is impossilile to go into details. A few’ instances however w’ill 
prove my assiution. 

Immedinle im]irovements are to be made for the Engineering College 
at Sibpore and grant is to be made for the Jadavpur lingineering College 
and a mnv college of engineering is to be established elsewdiere, but no’f 
at Uajshahi where it is most needed, because Rajshahi belongs to North 
Bengal. A i»‘sidential college and Muslim hostds aie to be established 
at Calcutta and not at Rajshahi, Rangpur, Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur or Pabna, 
not even at Bogru’even though it is the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s place. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. MD. ARIFF CHAUDHURY : 

JtR ^ a ^ 

cTOF i ^ ^ to to? 

“JRTOrFtr?” bSf-CRl ^ 

^c< r < tnf?? »nftn ^Vs 



mi,] 


GEXEEAL liUDGKT DISC USSION. 


r>()5 
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dit pT</miT-c<Fcf? ®r-nPr4'i Am Tpnn Pth- 

fe^— ^tftm 5f^ c^t^ I ^n 'srtftv 

w^, ’lirsRTi ^ Pi'S ^fvi ^-<t rmtt'5i:i5^ ^rrK 

^\ 

A]^m '^^<rT ^<^1 intt^^nnH, ^rmi ^=?’?rT 'ipirpi 'zmin 

^f5*tt'i ^PiTC?:!;, ■virtj<;«^'T af’^ic^r c^\^r< i 

3p*R ^ pf V 

'irmi C5^i T\miz r*TpjTr'rcTi'< 

TT^ c^ s^n ^H-tW I 

T'Ttc^ 'Fir5rt?T i]=?* TbU-m >m\^i a tnc'^^r otoiiJ 

^fr*R ^t:^i I <U (?i, 'i^mi ''ttPr’^t*! i ^rc»r‘< 

5fi''^Pr5 'nPrs ij'-fiitu ^-n (pi^-ti Mt T^in'i^-Mi. '^'\'>\\^ 

^s^\z ^*5''^! 1 ?j P-f-jm tf’:^'TTli^ '■itP^’?t*iH 3R Pr^-Tt p^vr-f wtcvi er^i -^i 

^f5^ I '2{tP[ JFf^t'tt T-Ttl>'^ tl’SH ’T*^r4 fra ^Pf >4‘^ '^n'-TT'ai 

‘-fp^n ^tP-i^ ^21 (7r«i ''ttPF'^m c^ ^‘tTH 'ij-U ’nsPr 

''IT^s’II 7fl 1 ^<1^ ^Fft^ «(T'<I mC'IT Pt^Ttl!^ -Jp-pTl '^C'T 55— 

Pfc-m^: ^T^T^t?! i5^s pBp^^m ’itifrs ^thr^i ot’«ii c^i^i Mii^t':(.-i‘i‘i<}l5PtgT 

r5 ^1 1 

mr-'^f^P^ CTt\ P*rrT ^tMt^i ^\m\i.^ *ip<r't P^^ra 55 5i i 
t[5t't 'srtPl 555^1 fi'5t5 ^kc^P^— 

(5f) t[P^ 5*^' 5f^5T W^55-r5— 

Ps’^ — 

5T'^— %:» -bO 


('-<) ''jh 5M" 5r>.^ 5Tr5H-- 

5>f ^t5 

U’^-. 


• '-1 ‘^. -R f i5 1 1 

(M)5i 'll Pi ?t^t/?T-- 

5>FT15-- HO-.':^ 
pV'^-- :,.'5 


-.ft • =, ^5-irii C5-rt 

^bft-‘\ 

^.S0‘r' 


:ft-^ c-T*{ 1 1 

(TTH^I ^5 ’pm-l ^-ST ^!5"li: Pbpp>51 *It:2 P=?^ 'FT^^tf-T S''ir.5 
^11:5 5-5 T5 vrc-4 aP^nn 1 
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Mr. MONORANJAN GUPTA : Deputy Speaker Sir, ’R-m 

TOTfJT ^ '®rm ^ 

^tron I C^otC^ i;'cVC^ WOT ^f% (TTotCW 

'*il'ic^M ^sfwWTUS'Q WRTOTf TRW 

TtC^, ^trS '^R TW1 'BfRR ’tUT ^ I TRWl W^TRT WCW^ TtfR^SR 

CWCW TPlf^ 1 TRtOT 5 3WR ^R^l CWWl 1 TRFTl TtftTSR 

^ROTt S'-ife; 1 timm wrr wpi i Ttsr ^r TRtw ’ter m twi Itri 

^iTOT ^'Ww Twi twrwtt 's I fr^ TRtOT wt'^rwOT wte^ ewtr 

'!OT1 CTR ’ttQWl WR W1 I fTI (71^ l>fe WtWWR wft W^ftOT 

WtOTif (?T^^ '^tfw Wnt ?i:R 'i]W^ Wtc^l? 3 t:isJ' 7T T^?:-5 ’nTSn I T'-'ltR ^R .’tfw^R 

T(R Wf% I TRTOT CTSRl Wr^CIH ^'^'R fw-[ ^r^^Tf5T TR 

■WR1 m R, 'oR^'IM '^RRiR ^‘t-'fr^*! 1 f^'T C‘-'|7 :t ^;:7?fF 

TRW'ttW I (TITtF OTR ^RwRti, TTRtSl, fw-R, ^TTOT^ T^r^ 

(71 ^R'^fotrW I It ^RtOT T5 OT (s ^tOT TfT'i^ CWtR^r* CTti!^ 1^ 'WtlW I WT^- 

^rfvP ftfT c’RT f<R^ T'fCR 'JTt^ ‘rr%»- 1 '^rtF rR-TIt;^ R.-rf tf'^R cif-t'R 

Wfe ^tC!?--'®rt(7TRTi, T‘I '2 WOT -fR i ^RwRct T-r rj<;R 

\55rRw ^Ti'i fOTi^ wRcii RpT'-i'i; 'iif-Ri (5 riot cotrr wr ot 5 i 

lilTWl WRl WR CW Tli(‘ Hriiisli Kinpirf* is iii a ])i‘occss of dissolution as an aftor olTect of 
these t wo world wars as a result of the anti-imi)erialist role that Soviet Itussia is 
playing? today. f<f»j wtF.iftfe ^r?i fj^i-T (TI OTRcT’TWtFRgwRtw^-t 3 'W'W^ot wRI^TWl^t tx<^ 
'3TtrwfOTll ^XWWWRI'-nOTRmwqRRWRTWl T<^t> I 'W<OT~T WOT (R '-RTW f^’OT RRR 

T Rew CW^fwOT'l dRl R^'^^ vr*? I wfw '-TR 3 RRCOT CK’t WCW ‘■'It^T , RR RRR R -flF-TtfRCR 

TOT fWOT f'RW ilT"! I (7TWI''1 ’WW?R l^OT ’■'llTtR RW "vR ‘^i5OT 1 'W'R f«OT ^t^tW 

R1W^R< WR f'Htl^ ‘if^T Wfn ft CWOT 'WtW, RR C<C5 WCl WR I W< WI-il Tr-iC*! Rt'l .i CW ^Rf 
^tWtWRR ^ROTW ^dfWR RtCR WOTV wR' I 'Wl^ wf^RR ilWW *|R R? CW RROT ^flR'l*TR! URCW WR^R 
<ttR I WIOT ^;W WtOT WC'tT (R T‘C'j[OT “RRR tPls” TtW d VR WtetOT. -“RC.^ 'I 'IfWtW 

Wat Rtw (7T^'WTR RR'-IR CW W'vtl TOV' WOT fwOTI? I ^nOT^ 3 C'-'IOT KW WRR ^WT tJTR ITU!}^ I 

T'ilblWRl fwW C3"tOT TCW RlC^tW WtWR WWW S'WRr OT 1 Rtt RIOT ^R '-fiM'cW‘1? RWRR 
WW CW?| ^TSfWl.C.S. t'CWW T'iibRt ^RtOT WOTOT--“We foel W(‘ ai(‘ (‘arrying 
on care-taking (tovcrimiont.*’ CW CR'RCW '3 wttrw w^j ii 

^IWW WCW wrcti!;--l.C.S. T'abRtOT CWF-lT R^tH WNRNi Wit I W1 bWOT RIOT wRt 

‘StRW^OT^'T^ •T’-Tl RW W1 I WOTW ^WtFWRITW 'WW’?1 I '^fW^R WWlt RROT (7TWW TOT RTfW 

WR *rtW vftfj CW wtW 'WCT? CWHtt Wfw I wf^ OTtW ^tR OTOT ROTW" CWl^Utt TWOT W1 
— jy^l^ RIOT CWOTl I CW v!]tR fwwt^ WCWtRR MR‘I OT"^ T?ibt%OT WCWI W<J R R^tW I 

TtWtOT W3t WOTRW'ii'-lOT3 WOTRtCW^ CRCW W1:WOT: I RRVts C*tW WTWOT WlOT WlWWtt 

m\m I RlOTTt®^ TWWR -•?tR cwrwt WCW ?WRR1 cww otott (R “OT ^OT WOT^ 

(OTft^ TW r' TtOT3 Rtt CWWl WR I WRi RtOT *fOT TRW RRl wf^OT WRRW Wtf^ TOT (7H 
W^WIT ^CW '<3dS I wit W?'t*lWOTW WIOT Wtf^tOTfTW WRrifttOT WOT CWtOT TWRTTsI SPOT CWI^ 
RWe^ I RtOTW WOTW Direct Action 'O WRRW Wtf^lOTRt WRT^ l wit WrTOTCOT WtFWifROT 
WRRW Wtf‘’IOTTW WT^fR TWI fT^ WWl WR W1 I WWt^ TRW RtOT TR^ ^TRRW WtfW 

TRR I Rlt RROT WW aWW^ ^'OT I CTWW1 WRRW WlfW TWCR CT W1 T5R ? Rtt WTW#R 
T«t>fM W^fRCT WTOT"R5 ^WW RTOT^ ^ TWUS ^ WRR RR ^OTR WWtt WRRW WtPlWT RWR^ 
“WTOT I T’<I^^OTSOT(7fTcR>^WW5'3WiRt wtCR wfw WR I wTOTC^ Development 

Programme ^ c^^w i BtOT'Ww tottt TfwT^’Iwi (tRRw c*"«RR TRww i fVi tfOTirr 
programme cw Boat Construction Programme >4?^ WROT ?OT wttTOT Rtrs CTR 
WOT Wit I 
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Development programmer kb i?TTi I ^ 

Tf^«rc^ ^ I fV« c^*t^ (Ttsiti (ti r^fsi 

fer c^f^To^ f^^n I TO r I^to to?? ^ or ^rf^twi^ 

^jT ^vfi ^ r ^ ^ ^1 1 

^TFiftt^ Area Development Scheme '®to C^ ^ ^ I fro 

’RPT TO, ^ ^tRsn ^•'tt’i vit^c^ ‘11 1 ^ Jif^ in^i to c*r^ 

TOf C^ <r^ scheme ^ ^i\ ^r^ffTO^ «(TOt C=ft^ c'*rm C^t^ TOC^» 

developed area^ TO TOrc^ i vbb^* i)evel()])ment Programmers ^ 

r^ cs^tf 80 i?T^ sst^ rrsci? i fs-^ 5^s r iS'S'i (‘•rs s^csTli^ c^rn-T cstss wi, 

^rsrs^pT^ ^rs si i SK*ftcss stirsts Ttos scs. 'irfi.-jJi ‘^cst^^.iis 'osi^i stii cvisi 

TOf^ 1 Estiimitod sr to rz-ts fs'i rs ‘imtij ‘in i su 'smtstaj^ 

% 'snrST iw PkS'I '■■ssvi vti -tr (z^-ti -n'li^fts cvtu^f 

eontructorf?s r/Si? ■>5'‘R I's '-ns i c‘ls '-I’iiV ‘.t 'SCsSf^ 

?'ssi '2?rssrqT I 

St."Sl TOl fTO ‘I'iSS rstl ir.S ^.'I'l Sts ST-l 00 'IS- ST'-^^rn R rSn 

TO C'T'S I SfSl cicb sr-T i;r--i‘j iils;Ki ir.s^‘ </Kb S^I | L^r-I I'jTO'S 'SSVft I 

'iltiTOS Vl^r.jv* d-Mo'f'd ^;-i S S ‘-R is r.I; l f-r ^lUtST 

SStt f.TCVS f.TC^R M*tl^ SlSTI'i | V'^l vy,]T\ :>hrij-7\ eSM -!! f! f r-i*!t'lt t i.s kk!?j 

ststs'-t csiO'fsi r'S'ltj STt'-Hfis bt I SR SRi ''tt-::’: Ri '’.(‘'•i -r^t sit'HTO 

St^RfsSit-i SfSI ^f'K SlkstT^l S-n sics l -illTO fi>'lS r^S-lrT-I (‘-•I I Offsi^T?! 

SS CS*rt (TTlIli sit 1 S£ TOS cs SSfKS RffTr-^of ^rsfi-C-R f.SS|i^ 1 VoC-Ij'-nSM 'jm 

OOPl -Ttss STf^^'S Pit T/.'^sT ::'RS;'!TO'"1 s-t-'i J-; b'fC'l I ',!<'SS S-! sfe-T;! I 

T'T^r-f St5lC'!; JlTl-l Oft 'iriS"'tSl SCS ‘'>^'‘.*n Spl 0 l‘t' ''I V'^' * 

v|f<f:^?'SSl ^.TSH 4'S1 JPIR 4‘Sl SSI riR‘i( 1l[fJ ts- R ' 1'lC-''i" ' StMSI ^-,•1•|■1 I fs'V, SMI 
STMS'^IrK 'Scib SC‘T rs -n cs ‘l-o C'SI- >(1 ‘Im -I vs -ICSCO-ri 

'-13 SIR OSS" Development Prognimim'S Pf'-M-f '■•Si ‘ I'S M-ti -f'ipv i espj^s ca^rP 

item >o!Tr 3is scsi bft^ item £i cs s: I's -r ‘I'^S'i rm vr^rfc-i zM cTO 

item rTi^i 'Sssi srs tsi rsfs i fis scsi ‘"i -•I'^t- Ft-fi fs‘,f{i-'i1 isct csbsts 

SFvn ftrs, 3t3 C^bSl i-sfs I C'Ss -tSt tr^rr, i^i' rn '.it.i.TR :i'^i::vt‘IS fs' cbC-I JlvSf'T itt‘m r 

;pr|iv TiRfu-TSS VIS' CTS? SI SSlttr T-'l I'lTl 'SCS CS'C/ f'^cisv <]»ZS'^ ':;[rvis- 'SfS'T?'SSl 

»rTO (7Si SICS cs sst*^' PITH rs^ '-tsslb sis s-si vsf-i f-r si '^if^ r '•> r *!’0 spj T'^i ivcsc^j 

S^Sl veUiTj, I] strs^'f ^3STS srs CTPi 'Sfs-f^Rsls stott‘-v‘ csi' i vis/s SC'TtRCSI 'SD^^-SSl 

CTO cssrs JpT '^lETCbS: rt cs "It'Rl vt 3 S'cSR?S C'^C'S TC:v Rts -lO CS*' 1 C'-'^l i 

Development Progrom me r sls-CTi-b'SC3 ■^C*’"T'jPs item r Ftsi ssih. sRi vcTO I 
t[^3TT item r cs sfsf^^T ^tri sst*v tcso? 3ts 'cjis ss'Ptt^ sres ssi S5!*rsc»R s^si^tsvtrss 
cftToS stfTOrs ^frtfi cs^c3i SSR D(‘velo])meni jcs iiTO r, '-fbM'rsc^TR ’imi'S 

^t^s SI I recurring ^^is^ csci^ 5^s i 6^ ’Ts* I'ts^l STS jfcs *-t3S CS'^ r^ 

SSC3R s^ f<FCTOSi sif&ifsr-rcTs Tv sisspT c'-TO TSiis' tci bts, R, rs STS 

Natioluilisiltion of Industries ? rs3 tRD st'^Is stir-ns si-it srt*is s smi RlPf v-'SfTOR 
4'CScb‘l I 

S^F*I3S"CSC‘’^ T*ItSCSS fl'-Trl S3S£ '-^JSIS rcC^ C'S fv*'^ 'z r’;;f 7 :^I<i CSStCS 

^It^ts TS 3tsi CSStes Psr?t5R 4S'c[tS fs^Sl'S^ srvi T-iRv 'St^'C^' ^I I ’^SSS TSI IIC0!> C^-C*! *ft^^ 
■fs^i TO errs 'Ssis" csti vi^s'csc-tR escs irsisq ssrsi erts ds-^^ (R^i to 
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(?Ft*<IT‘S C*?r1 

jfrfOTC^ I t Fife ra l ^ (?r^ >P/ 3f 'sprm'- 

TO 1 I dit TOU I 

^ I »n>R ■|r<i^ 5^'5tR “fPR I 

G5^ fei CR^ i f¥5 ^•^ i g> ' «y'>a » 

fe’tf^s ^r:s\ c?i-f?t5»?t^ wi^ mn. <m RtcTi, ^ c5^i ?ri i 

tfcT^I^ ^t*5*ftfw <Tt^f% FTC?r \5R OTC^, 

CR1 ^iwT3i JTtc^ ^pTs ?rc^, ^nr:^ i dit ^ 

^*1 =x&3it=T ^1 <irt^t^ I ^fk^ 

?C?— vi)^ TJ^T^TH CR^f 3l^n?l C^5 '^sd 1 (R 

^1 5 TO '^WA'^ VM I Tl “f U ^Zi\''\ 

Ttflk^T 'AP\ZA, ^r"5Tl (Tf-t *rk ‘AtAlA 'll I TO'ft AVs^] CR*PT 

silt^'S^It I 

(At tliis stao'e ilH‘ Houso was adjoiinua] for 1") iiiimites. ) 

{Afirr adjournment.) 

Mrs. E. M. RICKETTS; Mr. D('])u<y Sju'aki'r. Sii, ilu* faults ol tlie 
now juidn'oi have alt(‘ady Iu‘Oii laliouiod al smh (‘(uisidiM aide joii;»‘lh, that 
at this sla^'o I think the Uoiridc Miiii.sl(‘r tor FiiKnic(‘ i^ ninro dosoivin^ 
of coinmiscM’ation than (M)ii^rnitiii;ition. Althoiinh it is iiatnial to docry 
the ottorts oi ones rivals, honosty and patriotism (*aiiiiot 1)(‘ tlu* monopoly 
of any one jiart^, and all leaders and )H)htieians must be ])re])ar(‘d to 
extend to otluo's th(‘ same credit tor altriiistie intentions which tiie\ e\]H*et 
to receive tor tlKmiselves. A Imdfret cannot be rejected, Itecaiise ot dis- 
aj)pr{)val of its backj»'round, ami the past is only n^id'ul a.s a red li^dit 
warning tor the tiitnre, it should not deter us Irom rem'W(*d hoiie and 
effort. ' 

This years budgc't, lik(‘ all its ])red(‘cc*sv.ors, is of coursi' not without 
faults and lacunae, but ecjually definit(‘l\ it is not nearl\ as black as it 
IS paint(‘d. Our small Group is (d' opinion that taking into consideiation 
the pc'culiar conditions in Bengal and the man\ handicaps against which 
the ]>resent (lovernimmt has had to stinggle, the Ilon'Idt' Ministci tor 
Finance has done surprisinglx uell, and with the co-o])erat ion ot all 
sections ot this House, ihe budg<*t, gi\en a laii chance, should lelievt* 
much of th(‘ distiess pre\ailing in the jirovince. (( lies ot “Hear, hear” 
from Ministerialist bemdies. ) 

However, di\idcd. (*])inion may be on the motive ladiind the various 

projiosals, no oiu‘ can contest the need ttir the t'xttmsive and intensive 

devidopment ol a jirovinct*, a\ hose abundant resouices have on account 
of tin' t‘\igmicies oi war and gemual unn'st, beim as vd, but imp(‘rli*ctl\ 
ex})loited. Let us then be juactical politicians and iusteacl ot indulging 
in sweeping condmiination, let us concentrate on ensuring that tiu* vast 
sums earmarked for develo]uuent .schemes do really help the pco]de of 
our provine. Criticism and opposition are only usetul as a spur to 

encouragi' a Ministiy to greater effort, they will never deteat a (jiovern- 

ment. The introduction of each new 'midget should be .in occasion for 
the lenewal oi lioju'. The propo.sed ex})enditure will always be justified 
if the results comt' \y) to e\])eetations, and it is in our hands, in the hands 
of all those who sit within this Chamber, to give to Bengal 
through the budget, the gift ot liie and progress or the curse of death 
and stagnation. This Houst‘ will vote the money tor the plans prejiared 
by tin* best brains in tlu* province, it is up to the administration to find 
suitable personnel and make certain that th.e plans ot exjierfs are not 
wrecked by the not so expeit. At a later stage we hope to express our 
opinion on details ot administratiou and on the actual working of the 
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sections; for the present our small yroup i.s pie]i.uv(l lo ^ive the Govern- 
ment whatever hel}) and support we can in the furtherance o[ its jfeueral 
schemes for the hetteiment of the people nf Benjral. We represent a 
community which has behiiul it a loni*- tradition of lo\al service and 
tested usefulness. For generations we have st'rved tun ^lotluMland in an 
unobtrusive, but none tfie less essential capacity. Tr)da\ in Die general 
readjustment we maintain our old travlitions and insist on oui rii^ht to 
serve our country and also on the ri^ht to receive ever^ iacilitv to train 
ourselves for this servii'c. Ediic.itional facilities in our own schools are 
not sufficient. IVe share these as fa’* i< jiracticable with uicnibers of 
other Indian coinniunities, and wt* expect the ( Jo\ eniineiit to proxidt* similar 
reservation (piotas for us in all tlieir aided schools -Technical, A^^ri- 
cultural, Industrial and Medical, 

In th<' question ol en.pb.Miient too, it is erotescpie that a community 
as able and wdllin^' as our>' should be (hquived of si'r\nii»‘ our count ly 
because of our nuniencal W’eakness. At present wi* are included t‘very- 
wliere in tlu' microscopic allotment for “other Indian Minoiities" What' 
are our chances in the future H(‘n«:‘al. if for inslanct‘ tlu‘ ailmission of An^’lo- 
Indian nu'tlieal students to tlu‘ Mtnlie.il Colh'j^a* llos]>ital continues to be 
limited to 1 ])(‘r year? (hir nurses too who for over dl) stans have lu'cn 
tile mainstay of the hos])itals umb'r tht‘ most unfavourahle eomlilions, are 
now ovmlookml in the niattm* of ])romo(ions and the awarding of overseas 
8cholarshi])s. 

In conclusion, xvhilst conirratulatini’* the Ilon'bb' Minister for tlj(‘ 
attention to detail displayed by his jirovision for housino- seh(*mes, 1 
would like to rmiiind him that as a landl(‘ss community, wv suffer more 
than mf)st at tin* hands of landloids and estate aj^ouits, s<* that amjile 
provision should be made for us in all m‘w housing- tu'oji'cts. both in town 
and in the suburbs. F(»r many >ears we hav(‘ sought a sidt lenient of 
our own, rural as well as industrial, it would indeed be a siihuidid ^'‘(‘sturo 
from the strong' to th(‘ weak, if the jjfmuu'osity of tin* Bengal Govtuiimeni 
made our dream come true, (’ajiital investial in schemes tor our heiter- 
ment would certaiid> justify its expenditure and above all it wouhl piovi^ 
that tho Ministry is diUermiiMMl to imphunenl its piomises and ”’l\e 
tlie fullest coiisidmation to the needs ol the inimeiicallv weak and Ih' 1[)- 
less. ( Ai'I’.vuai sK. j 

Mr, JYOTI BASU: ^Ir. Uiquiiv Spraker, Sir. in tiv(> minules it :s not. 
possibh‘ for nu* to o-o into a (boailed Lounual entii ism el tli«* bud^i'et. 
But 1 shall tiv to jilaee our partv's point of view witli u'^aul to the hiid;;et 
in a few sentences in a few woids. 

I a« 4 ’r('e with the ciosino- imnaih^ ol tin* l''> ii.i iiei MiiiKfm that 
“never before in the histoiv of the jiiovincf Im,- then* iteeii siieh a 
UniljUe r)p])0] t llllitv as now juevrnl., ttsell jni ihe eenilfUllie njilltlmellt 
of this jirovinci* bv jilanned developmeni (d on? indii-liial and aeri- 
cultui'al resnuices". and I ladieve that the leason tm tiii^ oppoitunify 
is that a Government is in ]n)vver whndi has been vNm ted h\ a sri tion of 
the people who had hemi promisial food, land, shelter .iml moie eniplov- 
meiit dmine- election time, and who, I am suie. would have supportml 
the Miiiistrv in all that tli(‘\ difl to fiyht the bureaucracy, tf) fipht other 
Government fojces, to fie-ht the vi'sted inteicsts and to present a hud;^od 
of the people. But the Hon'ble Fin.imc' Minister has not ami cannot 
utilise the op])ortunity to the best advance ol tin* jiiovima*, because flu' 
policy of the Ministry has been to ditto the action of the (iovi inoi and 
the bureaucracy and to surrender to the ve-led inleresU. both 
Indian and Eurojiean, and ^ive wav to tlm zmiiindar-. and jofedias rm 
the countrvside. For instance', we find that < ven tlie Bai;.’adais ibll 
has b('cu thiovvTi to tbe wind and suei es-f nil v sabot. tei'il. And I .mi sure 
tile abolition of tin* zemindary svstem will not (>ome abmit. On tbe 
other hand we find that the Instnis are heiiie- eiven a taste oi bullets and 
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bayonets. Their women are dishonoured and murdered: the peace of- 
the countryside broken by the minions of the bureaucracy, tlie police. 
The workers, for instance, the tramway workers, are bcinj? provoked 
to take action by the arrest of their leaders. We find that the Govern- 
ment is asking its police to arrest the Port workers who are on strike 
in Calcutta today, though the Government has no business to interfere 
with them. But there is no talk of nationalisation of industries, no 
talk of aboliiion of the Permanent Settlement; and it is by these means 
that our finances can be straightened and that the Finance 
Minist(‘r would not have to beg of the Centre to give him money to carry 
on the administration licre. Therefore the Government tliai carries on 
such a ])oliey cannot have time to find ways and means of reducing the 
ex})enditur(‘ of the Civil Supplies Departnumt which is corrii])t or of the 
police. I liave heard ])eople calling llie budget of this Ministry a 
communal budget, and that means that this Ministry has thought of 

bringing about tin* good of at least the Muslim massc's. Ilut I find that 
in the cuiient year’s budget tlnue is a decrease in the ('X]ienditure on 
Agjicultuie, Industries, Irrigation, Education and Civil Woik^. The 

very things which would givi‘ em])lo\menl to hundreds of thousands and 
millions of Muslims an* not (hme. Mone> which w(' voic'd Iasi time 
even has not been spent. Hut to otl'set all thc'se. to make* a brave show 
to th(* Muslims they talk loudly to the Muslims about sjiecial grants for 
Muslim (*du(*ation, Muslim ‘ hfjstcds and so on. But DO ]u’r ei'iit. ol the 
Muslims live' in village's and what ha'-, bc'en done for them, 1 would like 
to know'. Th(‘r('to?'t* it is wrong to sa\ that it is even a communal budget 
that has lu'cn inc'sc'nted to us. 1 say this ojiiuni will not work 
very long: it has woi ked up till now. Bui the Muslim ma''S(‘s are 

waking today and they cannot In* ])ut oil* so easily, and no ('\)»lanatiun 

or jugglery (d' ligurc's will convince the masses that anything is lu'iiig 
dont' for them through this bmlgi't. AAh* find that toi’ educational 
facilitic'S mom'\ ciinnot be lound lor tin* Science* College*, but wa- find 7-) 
lakhs more* is to be* S])enl toi the police*, the* ve*rY ])olie‘e' who 
murde're'd our pe'ojile. Ami therefore* it is a bui i‘aue‘i at ic budge't. and I 
am Sony to find that a jiojnilarly eh'cted Ministry has biought ten ward 
this budget. 

Mauivi AKBAR ALI: Mr. De'puty S])e‘aker. Sir, at the oiitse't I must 
congratulate- the flon’ble Finane-e* Minister at h'ast tor the* tact that the 
country’s ])oor pe‘ 0 ]de‘ luue* not been burde*nt*d with tre-sli la.xations in 
pre*])aring the* budget whie-h has be*i*n plae-ed be-fore* the* llemse. 

Sir, I have* e*are‘full\ gone thi'ough the budge*t sj)ee*eh ot the* Ilein ble 
Finaiie'e* Ministt*r, but I cannot say 1 have* be*e*n satisfie*d with the manner 
of distribution ot the buelge-ted money tei ditVeient heaels. 

At the e)iitsi*t T Avould like tei jioint out to the (bive-rnment that em the 
eve of an e*ra by which this jirovinee is going to make self-deteiniinatiein, 
the budget eif the Government will show a bureaucratic spirit 
in giving 7o ]H‘r cent, of the province’s income to administration keejiing 
only a negligible share for the people of the province. 1 would remind 
[the Government that tlie time has come for looking to the interest of 
the poeir ]ieo])le me>re than that of their servants. In brief I will analyse 
the budget. The aims of the Government should be to build up the 
nation in all respects. The main problems of the country are want of 
education, bad health of the country people, dehcieiicy of food and absence 
of industries. 

In the budget, it is ridiculous to find that no money has been provided 
for compulsory free primary education. The reason given out is rather 
unfortunate, as the Government has been unable to make a scheme for 
the same which is the most imjxirtant factor of nation-building. 

In the f<nir corners of the budget there is no mention of Secondary 
Education Bill. The Ministry is morally bound to the people to pass 
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this Bill immediately and money should have been provided for the 
introduction of the new scheme of secondary education. 1 should like 
to know from the Hoirhle Education Minister whether the non-provision 
of money in the budget for this purpose amounts to dropjiinj? of the 
Secondary Education Bill this \ear also. 

Another important item is health. The ni<»ney set apart tor health is 

quite insufficient (At thi.s staj^e the member having' reacbtal the lime- 

limit resumed his seat.) 

Mti GOBINDALAL BANERJEE: Mr. l)e])ut\ Sptmker. Sir. 'when 
I stand from tlii.s sitie of the lIou.se it is presumed that I am to criticize 
the budget in tn'der to bnn^‘ the Ministr\ into di,s; 4 “race. Beino‘ fully 
C(mscious of tliis position, 1 sa\ with all th(‘ i‘m]>hasis at my command 
that T have Iumui midt'aN oiuinii all tlu'se da\ s sima* (he pri'siuilation of 
the bud^‘(*t to find out its merits .md ihuneiils in the b.iclstn ound ot the 
miserabh' plight of the peoph* ol Bengal toda\. It is \tM\ encoijTaj.>inj^ 
to find that ai(' Inrtnnate (‘iioiif^h to bt* in a posiiion to spi<ii»l scort'S 
of Cion'S of rupi'cs in llu' nann* ol tin' people ot Bengal Tln'ie I'i an 
admission on all hands that the living condiluuis in Henj.;al have niisei.ibly 
(h'leiiorated in all diieilioii". Coniinu. as 1 do, li'oni a rural 
ana. 1 liav«' lu'cn able to soe thnp^s persiui.ilU and loi that m\ mind is 
occiipu'd not \Mlh jKiit\ ]Kditics noi with communal intt'icsl. but with 
the inteiesi ol tlu' |ao]d(-, Hindus and Muslims, who li\e in \illa;4‘e>i. 
With such a irann' (d mind 1 ha\e ajipioaclu'd the biid^rt pjop<isals for 
the year 1!147-4S. 

4hu]a\, 1 am h'ss concerm'd with the fij’aires ni the bud^^al, 1 have 
tiied to si'e li^ht in thi' o])enin}.» and clo-^iup* paraurajdis ol the biidf^-et 
speech. But a (lUeslion has arisen in m_\ mind whelliei those e\pie,>sious 
have an_\ nnaiiiiij^ to the mind oi the parts wliieh has ^ej up 
this MinistiN. Tlie Kinaiice Minister has .tsKed loi acine support ol 
ev('rv shaih' ol ])ub!ic otunion, but I am alianl he is not bidd ('nou; 4 h 
to reci'ivt' such suj)]ioit ll it be extended to him, bi'caiise that will di'stroy 
the vei_\ ioiimlation iijion wlindi his pait\ has tinned. We an' one 
with him when hi* ileploies the presuil sneial and eeoiionue condi- 

tions ol Beiij^ab He has based li'- budiJi 1 estimate- upon llu' 
e^jiectatioiis ol a iionnal Bengal, but I am ali.u.l be :ind his pally have 
not lealised that normal conditions do not come .»s the seasons ol the \ear. 

It has to b(' hrouelit about b\ a jd.mmd elToit piiided b\ aii 
outlook (jiiite dilferent tiom wliat it is {oda>. 'riic ptobleiiis lu* has put 

forward aie ])ro\ineial or national, as \ou sa\, and ioi llial national 

C'flort is necessary and not coinmumil or sectional. 4 he delieit id today 

W’as the total liml^a't estimate ot a tew \ears l»aek. (Iiir lia]ip\ mood at 

the si^-ht of the liujxe amoiinl we aie ^'oniu to spend tor our somcliine 
blessed, Init now cursed pioxinee .snddenl_\ \ields to dejeelion, liiisliatioil 
and a state oi liel])]essness. ll becomes more su when we liml that the 
amount that was provided lor essi'iitial iiiiprovemi'nl ol the livin^.^ condi- 
tions of the ]ioor millions ot Bcimal could not be .sj»ent for 

reasons which are certainlx disuiacelul. Who is ^omo- to siittei* lor all 
these? — ihe Muslims and non-Mii>lims alike. Much capital has licen 4 
made of the ab.sence of proposals for taxation, but wliat is tbi' jiosilion? 
The taxable capacity oi the piovince has almost been exhausted. The 
Finance Minister lias thoucjht it honouralile to ajiiiroach the unlouihalde 
Central Government whtli a bcf^e-ar's bowd to make pood tin* deficit 
which is a proj^ressivi'ly recurring jdienomenon. It is like an olistimite 
and spoilt child of a hip- but decaxinp^ lamily. Last year (he budpet 
criticisms were met by < baractt'risinp- the Inidp-et as sect ion !).*; lepime 
budpfet. This year the jilea ha.^ been advanced llnil the N('iine\er Award 
is unjust as a result ol which aliiioimal conditions ])rcvail in Beiip'aL 
The hollowness of the first ]>lea lias been abl,\ t‘X]M)sed 1)\ my Iricml, Sree 



Bimal Comar Ghose. With regard to the second, it can he said emphati- 
cally that it is the creation of the leaders of the party in 
power. It is criminal and more so when it is found that there are no 
amends for this; on the contrary the communal caravan has been 
speeded up. 

In the budj^et provision has been made for Muslim Education Fund 
with a recurring expendilure of 10 lakhs. I do not mind for the amount, 
but 1 do certainly object to the idea which is pernicious and poinsonous. 
This is a prize given for tlie communal atrocities under the leadership 
of the Muslim League and for this Agriculture has been neglected^ 
Irrigation and Civil Works, road building particularly, could not be- 
taken up. Who has suffered for this.^ The Bengalee masses composed 
mainly of Muslims who live in villages. This year's budget has been a 
looter’s budget. This cannot be otherwise when a communal party comes 
to wield power over the whole people. 

liust year, Us. 1 lakh (id ihousand was provided for the (raining of 
lower lechnical personnel, but the Ministry could not s])end more than 
Us. l?4,0(l(). 1 do not know whether they realised that this item was 

essential for industrial development. The Finance Minister thinks that 
good office building and the creation <d' more offices tor dilVerent depart- 
ments will serve well, the purposes for which those* departments are made 
responsible, but, alas, buildings and chairs cannot (lo any good 
to the society of human beings, it may give enough sco])e for scribbling 
on communal ratio, hut the mas.ses can havt* nothing, hut despair. 
How can he expect better service from a de])artment which has been 
infected with communalism? What is ha])p(‘ning in the Department of 
Civil Supplies? Tlie less said tlie better, but the Finance Minister has 
no power now to stop the ball which has been set on rolling by the party 
he belongs to. 

The other day we had to pass through about a dozen of ordinances. 
It means more power and more money and the province will he turned 
into a breeding ground of comiminalism, corruption, jobbery and 
wastage. What is recpiired is a new ap])roa(‘h to tin* vast jirohlems tliat 
confront Bengal today. If the servants of the State he not ins])ired by 
a spirit of service, the ills of today cannot he made* weals of tomorrow. 
This can easil\ he* brought about it the communal ai)proach he com]>lelely 
Te]daced by a ])rovincial or national one. I am suggesting this not 
from th(‘ idealistic point of view, hut irom the ]>oint ot view of provincial 
recov(‘r\ . The Fitiaiice Minister has made provision for communal 
liostels, but it might have occurred in his mind, 1 nu'an in his umthful 
mind, that it would have been more prdgre>sive. if lu* could make provi- 
sion for common hostels where both Hindu and Muslim students could 
live for their leraning. The >oulhs ot Bengal could then find a new 
orientation in the thoughts of their elders. Brovision could be made for 
the establishment of communal harmony, but this is not to be. I am 
suggesting this, because it has economic background which benefits the 
masses. 

There is another ])oint which T like to mention. The Government 
has a jiceuliar hahit ot leaving things half-done. This has happened in 
the matter of edu 4 .*ation, food, huildings, irrigation and also in other 
spheres. I do not find any provision for emhankments. In the saline 
water districts of lower Bengal, large areas of land remain ummltivated 
because of the absence of any emhankments. In these days ol scarcity 
of food, it was expected that an elaborate plan for compulsory einhank- 
ments would he found in the budget. Given good embankments 
and good roads, the people of Bengal. Muslims and non-Muslims, 
could thrive well, the villages could he connected wdth the business 
centres and in this way the purchasing power of the people could increase. 
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This does not require technicians of rare qualities, nor does it require 
buildinffs to be erected for housing offices. But the Government 6ouid 
not think and act in that way. That is unfortunate. 

An enormous sum of 100 crores is going to be sj)ent in live years* 
time for development projects. It is the expectation of the people of 
Bengal that they will be immensely benefited by it, but if things proceed 
as they are going today, I am afraid the whole money will be scpiandered 
away. We, however, must not allow things to drift in this wav. The 
people of Bengal must rise to a man to stop this loot and for this 1 take 
cruirage to convey a warning to the communal and ht*nce dishonest 
Ministry that unless the whole picture is clianged, there will be continued 
turmoil which tlie Finance Minister has deplored and the misery that will 
follow' will affect the Muslims no le.ss than others. It will not then be 
possible to put out the tlanie of the conflagration. 

Mr. MUDA88IR H088AINS Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 am not here 
to defend Mr. Mohammed Ali or any other Minislor. Tht'ir aims are 
strong enough and their brains are cool enough to rejiel the attack. 
(Cheers from Government benches.) 

Sir, I want to say that my friends opposite are criticizing tlu' budged as 
if this Assembly is a sovereign and inde]H‘ndent body and thal they are 
treating the budget as if it is the budget of an independent and free' Ibmgal. 
Sir, 1 want the House to realise that the budget which has been presented 
is the budget of a satellite of the Government of India wliich again is a 
satellite of the British Parliament. 1 want the House to reali.se lhat 
the British political, commercial and industrial imjierialism in collabora- 
tion with the vast majority of Marwari, Bhatia and a small 

portiem of the indigenous political, commercial and industrial satellite 
imperialism is sucking the life-blood of Bengal. (“Hear" “lumr”.) They 
are parasites and vampires which have eaten uj) the .sub.staiice of Bengal 
leaving behind nothing but kernel without pith and bone wilhout marrow. 
The Government of India which again phi\.s the part of imp(‘rialism has 
robbed poor and hapless Bengal oi the major portion ol \\> income-tax, its 
jnte duty, its customs duty, leaving tlie satellitt' (lovmiinu'nt ot Bengal to 
sliift for itself. Such is tlie jinsition to which pool Bengal has biam naluccd. 
War was prosecuted and Bengal w’as made tlie hast* ol ojxuation and poor 
Bengal has sufi'ered privations and losses on aceonnt f)f this also. The 
Civil Supplies and the Relief Departments an<l a host of other 

departments are the immediate legacies of the war. This war has let 
loose the spirit of Sankaracharya, the Hindu hero, wlio wijqied oil’ 
Buddhism from India and drove the same to (fliina, Tibet am) other 

Eastern Asiatic countries. ( Jiaiighter.) The weakening of British 
Imperialism ^ve birth to the spirit of Sankaracharya in the minds of 
the militant Hindus which is re.sponsihle tor tlie rise of hosts of Hindu 
heroes in the persons of Veer Savarkar, Dr. Moonje, Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee and others. (Laughter.) Their principal aim is to wupe off 
Islam and drive them to the deserts as they drove out Buddhism to 
Eastern Asia. This spirit i.s directly responsible for the disturbances in 
various parts of India and it is the immediate cause of this communal 
fight. These disturbances Lave placed various parts of India, particularly 
Bengal and Bihar, in difficult position. These entailed heavy loss of 
life and property and have put a severe strain on the resources of Bengal. 
It is under such a shadow that this budget was presented and I seize 
this opportunity to congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the 
very lucid budget which he has presented. I do admit that tlie budget 
is defective in many important respects. 

Agriculture is the mainstay of our province, and the salvation of a 
country like ours lies in the practice of agricultural and industrial co- 
operation and introduction with the minimum loss of time of free and 
compulsoigr primary education. The economists of India and other 
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European countries agree to this. It is unfortunate that no provision 
worth the name has been made in respect of these matters in the budget. 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee says that a sub-committee should siii)ervise 
the expenditure of the grants of tlie India Government. I don’t think 
there can be any more preposterous proposal than this. The Government 
of India has robbed liengal of a very large proportion of her income, 
and if it has granted subvention or grant, it has not paid what it has taken. 
((Vi(‘s of “hear, hear” from the (iovernment benches.) Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee, the redoubtable Sankaracharya of niodeni Hindusthan, has given 
proof of his colossal and Himalayan ignorance of the pages of history when 
he sa.Ns lhat the Muslims are pet and favourite of the British Government. 
(Laughter.) Muslims Avere suppressed by the British people — their 
heritage was taken, their property was conhscated, they were driven out 
from offices and they were reduced to poverty and penury. The Hindus 
Buplanied them in every walk of life. Now after a stupor of 200 years 
they are aw'aking and demanding their just right. 

(At this stage the red light was again lit.) 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Hossain, have you finished? 

Mr, MUDAS8IR HOSSAIN: This demand has been dubbed by Hindus 
as communalism and Ibis domination as nationalism. (Loud laughter.) 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee said that Muslims of Bengal never cared for the 
independence of Bengal. This is also false (uproar) (amidsf loud laughter^ 
and this also proves his ignorance, colossal ignorance, Himalayan ignorance 
of history (renewed laughter). The Muslims of B(‘ngal Averc sailing in the 
same boat Avith British Im])erialism, he said. (Upioar.) If he glances 
over the pages of liistory of the Mussalmaiis of Bengal he will find that the 
Musi ims took the first o})])t)rt unity of declaring war against the British. It 
began Avith Mir Kasem, Syed Abdulla and Titu Mia and culminated in 
Sepoy Mutiny. During this period hundreds and thousands of Muslims 
were killed and massacred and hundreds Avmit to jail and Avere executed. 
They were not trcaited like tlie ])rcsent day Congrt‘ss prisoners Avbo aro 
served with first class diet, roofi and makhan. These Congressmen court 
arrest for attaining myrterhood. (flproar.) HoAvever, let us bury the 
past and let us deal with the present. 

(At this stage the red light was again lit.) 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Hossain, your time is over. Will 
you kindly resume your seat? 

Mr. MUDASSIR HOSSAIN: I jet us bury the past. Let us join, let 
us co-operate in making Bengal an independent sovereign .state. 
(Uproar.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

I find it difficult to start at this very moment for it is indeed an ordeal to 
have to contradict the worthy compliments the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
may be very pleased with, which he has just received from the brilliant 
oratory of our friends opposite. 

But, Sir, I think that on this occasion it is proper to say that the 
budget reflects and cannot but reflect the minds of its makers. Sir, it 
is said that the buTlget of a nation ought to be like the mirror of the 
actual conditions that are pervading within its national economy, but 
unfortunately I am constrained to say that this budget has absolutely no 
bearing upon the realities of the human background that exists in Bengal 
today. In the human context it is necessary to examine the budget to 
understand the plight of Bengal and to understand what manner of 
custodianship Bengal enjoys in the hands of the present Ministry. 

Sir, I do not want to trouble this House with figures an(} details. 
Having looked into the budget very carefully from cover to cover I find 
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there are unmentionable features, and the verbiaf^e under wliich the 
waste of public money ha.s taken place luus been amply exposed by my 
honourable friend Mr. Bimal Chandra Sinha, who so ably within so 
short a span of time exposed the utter hypocrisy of fi<:ures which the 
budjyet wanted to pass oif as currency to be accepted. Colossal amounts 
were provided for the purpose of certain items ot nation-buildinf? 
operations last year, but. Sir, on re-»*\amination it was tbiiml that 
those amounts were not sj)ent at all. 'Flie llon’bh* Kinanc(» Minister 
pleaded the financial arrangement with the Centre . 0 % tin' reason or rather 
the chronic reason for the imj>i‘cuniosit \ of tlii.s provinci*. But 
this ])lea has been exploded b> the ma.sterly analysi.s and the thouj^:htful 
speech of the honourable nuunber of tin* Opposition who o]»ened the 
discussion. Sir, to all that I have to add onl\ this — tin* stiiii** ol iliis 
budget lies in tin* addenda, which the Hou'ble Finance Ministi'r wanted 
to escape unpublished before this Iloust*. Now, Sir, 1 will read oul that 
portion where he makes his prophet’s pro]dn‘cy ; “It is hoped that the 
Government of India will .soon sera]) this outmoded financial arrangement 
and replace it by a more etjuitable allo<*ation of resouict's to tin* j)rovinces. 
So long as this essential nn*asure of reform is not undi‘rtal\en, thert* is no 
otln’r alternative to (ui hoc financial assislaina* from y('ar to Near.” 

Sir, aln*ady the llon'ble Finance* Minister’s a])pIicalion has been 
recoin men < led liy the honourable member speaking on behalf of the 
European Grouj) yesterday. He has r<'comim*nded, Sir, that tin* (Jovern- 
meiit of Bengal ought to g(*t the entire ])roceeds ot tin* juft* (*\])orl duty 
in order to s(iuandi‘i it awas further, Aln‘adA flu* whole fallacy under- 
lying the ])lea of the Hon'ble Finan(*(* Minist(‘r has bet*n laid 

bare by the brilliant analysis given by my honourahh* triend Mr. Bimal 

Coinar' Ghose. Sir, what is more <livt rc'ssing to find is that altliough 

all this money has be('n wasted y(‘t nothing has b(‘(*n doiu* with a vi(*w 
even to lay the foundation of the actual nation-building work. For an 
agricultural ])rovince like Bengal fh(*re cannot be an\ ilev(*lo|)ment of 
agriculture unless there has been a ])ropei sci<*ntific* soil '^ur^^*,\ through- 
out the province. To give an idea I would cite the i|U(*stion ot how’ the 
available soil of Bt'iigal couhl be mon* fruitfully utilised for tlu* juirimse 
[)f developnu’ut of agiiculture and imreasing the yield of tlu* 
agricultural products per acre without a [iroper soil surv(*y. But wi* 

find that for the purjiose of soil .survey the League Ministry which is 
enjoying office and power in this ju'ovince continually for about ten 
years — perhap.s there might have been a brief ludidav lor sixteen months 
— has not found time in the course of this tiim* to undertake* the w'()rk, 
even the fundmaental work of .soil survey foi the purj)ose. of aim*lioraiiug 
the agriculturists’ miseries in this province, and this year a 
precious sum of Rs. 2 lakhs has been provided for the purpose (>f soil 
survey, whereas for the importation of immigrants from oufside the 
province in order to infest the w’aste lands of the ])rovinc(* near about a 
3 rore of rupees has been squandered away. If any industry has been 
built up by this League Ministry it is the industry of building up relief 
camps. That seems to be the major industry wliich this Ministry has 
successfully undertaken and has succeeded in building up. There i.s a 
hue and cry over these relief measures. But, Sir, 1 suppose the prosperity, 
the stability and the continued existence of this Ministry depend 
apon its relief operations for the relief of its henchmen and for the 
purpose (5f preparing the entire populace to come to the relief camps. 

[ am told that the Government intends to acquire waste lands in Bengal. 

[ do not know for what purpose these waste lands are to be 
icquired. We have not been presented with any complete scheme or 
jTen an idea as to why these lands are wanted. Are they required for 
the purpose of preparing new graveyards or cemetaries, or for the purpose 
[)f relief or for both? Will the Hon’ble Minister indicate? In its human 
bndcrftt is alarmincT. This budget. Sir. is not an 
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isolated act of squandering away money. Here there is a deliberate plan 
behind it. As the Hon’ble Minister has foretold, from year to year, 
this League Ministry will continue to present deficit budgets. Is it 
,to frighten away the Central Government, or to make them to shoulder 
a perpetual liability for Bengal or to yield to the demand of 
Pakistanisation of Bengal — I do not know? It seems there has been a 
silent change of policy of the League Ministry after they found in 
August last that the direct step to extirpate the members of the other 
communities did not pay. They started a series of legislative enact- 
ments which are aimed at the extermination, through these legislative 
acts, of members of another community; and this Ministry has been 
characterised as a communal Ministry not because it will do any good to 
the Muslim masses — to the masses of their own community — hut because 
this Ministry is out to destroy the members of the other community. 

The weavers, Sir, in Bengal — the textile industry of which ])rovince 
was the pride of Europe and of the whole world — have been destroyed. 
We know the whole history. Today the weavers are going to be dt'stroyed 
and this Ministry is squandering every month 7,000 bales of textile yarn 
they receive and tliese yarns do not find way to the weavers. There is 
a deliberate plan behind it. Jn older to patronise their own henchmen 
as contractors and black-marketeers, the yarn is divert (ul into the liands 
of their own henchmen and weavers are coming to extinction. 

Then, Sir, there is another community called Bishis in this country. 
If any people need relief it is they. They have no land, no industry apd 
all means of their livelihood have been taken away from them. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Sir, as time will not permit, I shall only say that there is behind this 
budget a deliberate plan for the extermination, one after another, of 
different classes of artisans who do not belong to the community of this 
communal Ministry, although for the good of Bengal their existence is 
absolutely necessary. 

Mfi MD. KHUDA BUK8H: Sir, I should have thought that we heard 
the last of the Government’s boat construction programme when the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister presented the budget for the current year. But, 
Sir, I feel sure many members of this House felt quite as dismayed as 
did when the Hon’ble Finance Minister again made a reference to the 
wonderful rivercrafts which have now no market. It would be pertinent 
to ask. Sir, wdio was the author of the boat scheme and who were the 
efficient officers who gave effect to the scheme. I use the word “efficient” 
advisedly. It calls for very superior brains, planning ability and 
foresight to conceive and execute a plan which right from its inception to 
the final closing of accounts gives unfettered scope to the less scrupulous 
among tlie officials to augment their income. May 1 through you, Sir, 
ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister what steps he has taken to ensure the 
best available price for these boats coming into Government coffers? 

Sir, in the Agriculture Department, a Brooklyn Ice Plant has been 
purchased at a cost of Rs, 6} lakhs. I cannot understand, Sir, why this 
has been shewn against the Agriculture Department? I wish the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister had elaborated on the boons and benefits that will flow 
from this Ice Plant lo the hapless peasants of Bengal. 

Turning to the Budget Estimates of the next year, I am happy that 
the Ministry have realised the need of the hour and provided a sum of 15 
lakhs for the education of Muslims and Scheduled Castes. For this act 
the Ministry have earned our grateful thanks. But I must 
mention, Sir, that the Ministry have not provided any money for the 
Muslim University in the demand of which Muslim Bengal stands united. 
It is certainly some consolation to know that |he Islamia College is 
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proposed to be located on a 2,000-acre plot and will be turried into a Resi- 
dential College. Another item of expenditure which will be welcomed by 
all sections of the House is the 54 lakhs for the Primary School teachers. 
There is bound to be some heart-burning among many honourable members 
to see that over 25 lakhs have been provided for the improvement of 
Engineering education of Dacca alone. 

The Government must be congratulated for going ahead with their 
scheme of re-housing the husfre dwclleis. The hunfecs in Calcutta must 
be liquidated. Sir, it was the hustce dwellers that had the worst of it 
during the communal disturbances. 

Under the head “Land Revenue”, we find provision for Re visional 
Settlement operations preliminary to State acquisition of int(‘rvening 
interests in agricultural lands and the liquidation of the Permanent 
Settlement. Sir, it is the most revolutionary scheme ever attempted in 
this province and I wish the Government god8])eed in their noble enter])rise. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has called our attention to the 
extremely disquieting financial position and has indicated the necessity 
of exploring our own resources to the full. He has under consideration 
measures for tightening up of tlie Sales Tax. An officer lias been de])uied 
overseas to study taxation in all its aspects an<l implications in the more 
progressive countries of the world. So, Sir, fresh taxation is, so to say, 
round the corner. I can only bo])e. Sir, that the new taxes w’ill be just, 
equitable and in keeping with tlie ta.vable capacity of the peojde of this 
poor province. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.i 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITY : 3rfr*PiJ, m ^ 

I Cl -jn! yrro ^ ^ i 

fVi ^ cir or^ 

5TT^i wr<nt ^ 

^5^— 5>ffiT3r I ^ lacwr-t 

fercw I ^ ^ cn^'i 

^ ^ ^ \ (Dr. Malik (TfVT 

^PTot^ f% V ) 

fuOTPt ^ I ^ >i’'W 

^^pns)t8 ^vii ^ 1 «?frsni 

I c*TTr*Fi tf 

irrc^ I (A VOICE FROM THE GOVERNMENT BENCHES . Wo do not admit it. ) STT^ST? 

Orel yrspipnn irf? ^ v:»n 'arc * 11 :^ 

mpc^ ’sfmi wtf^ im tprr*rmoT 'stmi cvitp 

’stmi *5^ tffi'bTR, (PtPfc, 

#r ?ROiR 5031 ^n, ^ ?03i, '3r?T5T 

^rsTQ ^ I ^rr*f jrr^f?rr3i wui ‘triT <nvs ^ ^ 

^ 2ni, is ^ '*non 

^ ^ 5e5 I 5tMi5 5 t c y c ^ 1 vpmr. ^- 

*n ^’RTOR f%e5*R i 

*R c5 cma 5r&f%5 ^ 1 < 55 : 5^c5Rt 

=n;5Ti cm C5 5 W <re5 

C5 5m^--(7f C5 WC^ iPVm. ^ Wtf5 

^C5T^ ^ 5155 — »ir^f5T3i *r ^51 1 cnlf 

^in m tsiOT 5r«T'e toj *nr to 1 

34 
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^5t?rsTO5T tfnr wnr ^ I. C. S., I. M. S., I. P. S 

o\ serviceii (?RT?f c^h i 

=IT*n^ iltf% I (Tit ’IttiTT— (TPttlTT ^Tt^tCHVl 

mt -iiwH I. C. S.c?f fes ?r5r fe i 

CT (Til^ ^^11 ^ ^ 

c^m TO ^1 1 ^’W=TTt fk^ TO (?r^^--^rak»ni cr 5 €tr*t^ % ^ 

fro^ I 'ii ’jf^TO I <4?* (nti ^ ^stro ai service 

m ^F5R1 

'Sft^ \ ^5^^ <fC? VoHc^ Gf fkW^ “fl^HI bC^ lil^* 

^Ic5, ^FT^ fk?*n^i bt^ 

^ TOf^, ^ ^ cTft ^ I 5Tji^ ’ifs'f^f^ns TOti*n 

(Tit 'HI*'! ^b TO I cnt f^-sf vr^ i;t^ 3ifH ^n gt 

»rft3 ^BRJit^fT^'t, C5r^, ^ cvT^ ’stm *ftt^;?T *r ^ to ^ i c^ (^ 

tf’^i ^to ^tro? TO I ^3 fTO^ CTO CTO ^ toc^ (ti 

fv^^tt wfji^rf^ I tvw ^«n wfm^ 'sncf^ to^, i ^ 

TO^I TO rrsi I «rfTO CTO ^TOfTO brf-t^T 

^ I liiti 'iJ^i?i development TOcT ’FT^pr t^t^li:^ 

TOC^ I CTOI Cb^t^ bC^5^l CTO C^ ^TTO Cb&l CTO 5TI ^Tlt, 

U. P. tfTO froc^i TO«imi mm to U. P. ’rf^TO ^ !psr^ toi ^?i 
WT ^*5^ »rTOt I ’irot ^i (TT 

^rfro^ tfvfi ^tc-sr-i hRh ^ ^ i 

i5ta fro r4'f k-fl '^TO ^ TO*! *R ^ TO! iTO ^bW5! ^ I \5it TOB 

5JpT TO*t C^ TO^friTOl C^ 'R I 

iilTOr TO CTO^ C^ ^TOPT ^t3ITO TOTS TO ^if? 

TO! '^rc^r ^troi TO! TOl CTO ^4 I #f vilt TO ‘rf^ 'SCHI 15?I 4^ iWi 

CT*!? ^b TO TOTO V ^5tTO TOTO tfTO TO^ttH »fr<T ^5tTO mn TO^fl ’^ItTO 
TO TO fv^ t[TO TOTO ^TOTO=I VT^ TO— TiTSS TO?1 TTO 
TO c^nfl^ cm^ iW4 vro^ vn^Rt^ cto c«r^^ i ^iit vcb^ toti i ^Tt toi 4^*1 ' to 

^tm TTC^ fTO^R TOf5 f^TO*! ^TO '^nTOR*?^ !jf^i!lTO TO ^’[fTO 

TO, vilt TO ^?R TOTO vijt '!T**!>f^ TOtTO ^ TO TOTO TOR 

to; ORtTO TOTO ^^^8 #f v|tT:T5T, ^StTOS TOtCTO ^''tHs TO ^ I 

Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZS Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I congra- 
tulate our much esteemed friend Mr, Moliammed Ali, the ever jolly young 
Finance Minister, for the extreme pains and untold troubles that he has 
undergone for preparing the budget which is not flawless that I intend to 
refer to later on. 

Sir, I have heard with rapt attention the criticism levelled against 
the budget of the Ministry and not only that but also against the Muslim 
League Organisation by our Opposition friends. I have tried to follow 
their line of arguiTlents and criticism, but I am sorry to say that it has 
appeared to me almost vacuum, with scanty rhyme and reason. 

I expected there must be some substantial points, some cogent 
arguments and certainly some valuable suggestions and schemes \. w,:ld 
be placed before the House by the friends opposite particularly by a man 
of the calibre of no less than Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee whom unfortu- 
nately 1 do not find in the House now. But all my expectations have 
been falsified, as their arguments have been totally hollow and baseless, 
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and their criticisms have been for criticivsm's sake only full of reckless 
abuses and venoms out of comunally malicious spirit, hafred and grudge 
irising out of hopeless di.saiipointment in securing powers in their lianas. 

Sir, for justice, equity and fairness’ sake we must appreciate the 
tieneficial and salutaiy measures of social services undertaken by this 
popular Ministry irrespective ol party p(»litics, although we do not lag 
behind to criticise the Ministry even severely if we find them wrong. 
iVe do not understand why our friends opposite tall short of that and only 
iisplay lack of magnanimity of hearts. 

Sir, I strongly refute some baseless idiarges made by Dr. Mookerjec^ 
ind his party in their communal sjicecbes on General Discussion on 
Budget. Referring to the latest announcement of tlie British Ihime 
Minister, Mr. Clement Attlee, on the transference of powers to Indian 
bands and to that of tlie areas ol the Piovincial Governments, Dr. 
Mookerjee remarked that all credit was due to the IJ nidus for their 
efforts and sacrifices! A leikUvss, ii ieNp»)nMble statmneiit irom a so- 
called national leader quite b(‘fitting a ilnidii Mahasahhait mentality! 
Where was he and his forefathers of such nicmtality at the 
time of the Se])oy Mutiny, irresistible Wahabi movenu'iits and long- 
Randing fight in the North-West Krontiiu- Piovinee i«)r so many ages for 
which tlie British power, one of the first (dass powius in the world, had 

spend more than 2/drds of its revenue per \eai liom tin* Tr(‘asijry of 
the Central (iovci riincnt tor so maiq\ agi'sh What wen* I In* saerifiees ol 
Maulana Muhammad Ali, Shaukal Ali, Mr. Miihaiimiad Ali Jinnah 
iiid thousands of otluus of the Muslim nation and .Muslim Ci'ague 
Organisations Did the,\ not light for tull iinh'pi'udenee ^ llavi* their 
lacrifiees of lives, propei ti(*s, money and eiieigies all l)(*(*n in vmiii ^ May 
[ ask, Sir, to wliom the credit goes toi tin* (‘slahlishnn*ni of Pakistan in 
fndia in iieai-future ? I say — to the Hiinlus! B(‘(iinse ha<l not lln^ 
ELindus mercilessly w’oiinded the leidings oi I In* Miislmis m llioii.vand and 
)iie ways they would not have awakened from th(*ir .-lumber ]U‘ihaps lor 
50111 e (’enturies more ! ! 

(At this stage the inemhiu* having n*ai’hed the 1 i!m‘-liinit resum(*d his 
leat.) 

Mr. KHAIRAT HOSSAIN : Mr. Deputy Sfieaki*!*, Sir. 

C'T ^T^'vp’.'r <' rr-fp v'r:/ -Oil I’t r‘! '^i n 

51 ^ ^f'^i -Mhi -'imkiv o\, 

Ipi General Administration is ’irqrpr; -'f M c'l'lfp l"l t ‘ 't f’:' i 1 

^rprr cvrc’F i (TT v.r 

v?r f^: no i^-vi c’Tcs t hsPi 

^ c^rnn^'^t i Mr. Ahammad 

doHsain f^T Agriculture Institute I ^ 

rm, interim (iovernmentu "In CTif 

c-5f5Ti 

crt =prt^ ^ 1 (TTwjti «r5! cvf^ 

fVl Anglo- Indianc*f^ isFii 0*1 (TTerj 

^ I ^ <ir»R cfH 

^ I 

3TTR, Civil Supply Departrnentii^ iR/ CTTit ^‘»r ^ 1 *4^ 

’t*f5 C*rtf staff ’JR black marketingij^ ^ ^ OT 

i^l I W CR^ ’HTTO vfv ^ f*TR 5RT C^*f ftO ^ ^ fT^FPS 

,flar* rTt Trtsf fwrr 7Ptr\^ vlt<rrT*v:i I 
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^ ’Tsnr ^1^ lii^ cro tpm «r^it'iTi 

<1T1 ^1 Bengal Legislative Assembly ^ ^51 Bengal 

Ordinance Assembly CTO ^ i 's?t^T ’tl-l ^ c*frfl 

5t^i (TT (?FJT ’ftn ?n, TO ’tmm ^ I 

Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I do 
not like to enter into the budget discussion in detail, as previous speakerjj 
bave 80 ably and conclusively done it. I only want to present before you 
the situation and the circumstances whe^ the budget has been presented 
before us and to request the Hon’ble Finaaco Minister to recast tlie budget 
in the light of the same. 

Though, somewhat difficult for me under the prevailing conditions, 
still please allow me to remember that this is the year of grace 1947, and 
that we are in the middle of the much-vaunted 20th Century, loudly 
advertised and widely acknowledged to be the age of equality and 
fraternity, when the consideration of human rights and privileges reigns 
supreme. We, in this far corner of the earth, have witnessed 
and felt the onward majestic march of human race. But situation here 
has also greatly changed, -and in its wake there is now a Government 
run by Ministers who are people’s representatives. But a curse seems 
to be there on the province of Bengal. A communal organisation is the 
philosopher and guide to the men at the helm of the State aii'airs who 
call themselves “popular” Ministers. As a result of their benign 
dispensation they carried the soul of not only one, but about do lakhs 
of Bengali Hindus and Muslims, innocent and peaceful like goats, across 
the frontier of the province, far beyond the borders of India, into the 
land from where no body ever returns. The same communal party is 
still in power here. As is the case each year, the budget is presfuiled 
to us for the year 1947-48 in the usual official way. The budget is not 
only a deficit one, but is distressing, dark and gloomy. The very 
dangerous character of it is that it is a partisan one. The plan running 
throughout seems to aim to .serve not even one community, but only the 
sections of a community. The budget has been conceived in such a 
manner that all other communities will be made to pay for the ex}>enditure 
of a particular section of a particular country. Sir, I do not hold any 
brief for or against any community as such. 1 want social, economic, 
political and cultural advancement of the people of Bengal as a whole, 
irrespective of caste, colour and creed. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister, who is a bright young man of 
culture and attainments, has presented' to us a rosy picture, inasmuch 
as he claims the budget to be aimed for the emoluments of and to the 
best interests of the masses. The words are noble indeed and he thus 
hopes to get general approval. Sir, if you take tlie present 
situation in the country into consideration, you will find unrest and 
discontent rampant among the people of Bengal, particularly the poor, 
down-trodden millions. The price of foodstuffs and other necessaries 
of life has soared so high that their miseries and sufferings know no 
bounds. Agrarian troubles are now a common feature in a number of 
districts and it has assumed such an aggressive form in the district of 
Diiiajpur that it has resulted in dozens of people being killed and mutilated 
by the police lathi and bullets. In Calcutta area the employees 
of almost all the mercantile films, finding themselves into hopeless 
plight due to such conditions, and finding no relief coming in the 
immediate future, have approached their proprietors, or as such, with 
such minimum demands as to enable them to keep their body and soul 
together. You know, Sir, that the Tramway strike is now about five 
weeks old and still the authorities sit tight and are biding time for the 
half-starved workers to come down, being driven by hunger. The most 
important of their demands is that they want Rs. 40 to be 
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basic pay. Such a paltry sum in these days can meet barely the minimum 
necessities of a single man, not to speak of his family. Can you, Sir, 
say that their demand is in any way unjust or extravagantP Can you 
yourself do with Rs. 40? — let alone j’our family. The tramway workers* 
case is not a special one — such is the general position every- 
where in Bengal. It is certainly not for pastime’s sake that the workers 
and the employees, already half-starved and famished, go on strike 
and add to their sufferings as a consequence. You must. Sir, agree 
with me that after all other means have heen attempted and exhausted 
in failure, those people are goaded to adopt this extreme and risky 
step. Sir, a European memher, the other day, while commenting on 
the statement of the Hon’hle the Labour Minister, in connection with the 
tramway strike, boasted that thev would suiq)nrt the Government 
in its effort to maintain law and order. May I ask. Sir, what is law, 
and how’ to keep disorder out of the way? If you look beyond tlie letters, 
words and clauses of the statute-book of law, and probe deep into its 
implications, you will certainly agree with me that the final sanction 
of law is derived from the spirit of meeting with the most basic and 
fundamental demands of man. Time marches on, and with it society 
changes, its needs and necessaries also. Law shapes itself accordingly 
through revolution and evolution. “The old order changetli, yi^dding 
place to new lest one good custom should corrupt the world”. 

I would like to remind the Eurojiean memher in this connection 

(A voice: None of them is present.).... Yes, 1 know -1 wish th(\v 
were. I would like to remind the European memher in this connection 
the two glorious incidents in the proud history of his raci* on which 
solidly stands the Mother of Parliaments — the Parliament of his mother- 
land. Tlie incidents I refer to are the Magna Gliaria and the beheading 
of King Charles 1. They representi'd the old, stood as stumbling blocks 
to the advancing new order, and the onward surge brushi^d them aside 
and marched on; and the European memher has his England of today. 
Perhaps according to the then words and clauses of the statute-book of 
law in England these were ghastly crimes, but perhaps his forefathers 
shaped the law according to the needs of the present, and they got the 
sanction from the nee<l8 of the progress of human life. 

Sir, if the Government of this province rides rough-shod, disregard- 
ing all considerations of people’s need, robbing tlieir life blood, it is only 
natural that the people behave in a w’ay which according to “law” is 
regarded as illegal, hut certainly not immoral, as man has the inherent 
right to live. 

The other day, the Hon’hle the (’hief Minister expressed his anxiety 
at the general lawlessness in the province of Bengal. T would like to 
impress on the Chief Minister that the remedy certainly does not lie in 
taking recourse to the usual stereotyped way of police lathu and hullet.s, 
but to drive out the causes of sufiering.s and starvations of the masses; 
otherwise he will find himself a pigmy lace to face with a colossus. 

Sir, Bengal has been the premier province of India commanding love 
and re.spect from far and near. Today she is a laughing stock and a 
liability in the body oolitic of India. Bengal, the land of Rabindranath, 
Deshahandhu Das ana Netaji Rubha.schandra, the land of Hazi Muham- 
mad Mohsin and Vivekananda, the land of Abdul Rasid and 
Leakat Hossain, Bengal today is like the magnificent “Tajinuhal” in 
ruins. Let us go down and search under the debris; tlie deathless 
genious of Bengal is lying there idle and obscure. The fountain spring 
of Bengal’s life, the down-trodden ma.Hses have been most criminally 
neglected so long. The budget springs higher and liigher each 
year and from Rs. 12 crores it is Rs. 4(i crores this year. My previous 
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speakers have most conclusively shown that still the general masses are 
almost absent from the picture. The scheme is aimed at to benefit the 
already benefited section. I earnestly appeal to the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister and the Hon’ble Finance Minister to remember that they are 
at the head of the premier province of India and, as such, Sir, I appeal 
to them to rise equal to their position, eschew communal and party 
considerations, recast the budget and go to the hungry and ignorant, ill- 
clad millions irrespective of caste and creed and make Bengal once more 
the pride of India. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before I adjourn the House, I should 
inform the members that it has been agreed that there will be no questions 
on the agenda tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 8-18 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, 
the 28th February, 1947, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 28tli 
February, 1947, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Taeazzal Ali) in the ('hair, 8 llon'ble 
Ministers and 205 Members. 

Statement of Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, the Leader of the Opposition, regarding 
food situation in the Province and the activities of Muslim National 
Guard. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is a conven- 
tion in this House that on tlie last day of the ^!:eneial diseussion of the bud^'et 
the Leader of tlie Opposition is expected to speak. In spite of that 1 have 
decided, Sir, not to take any part in the ‘ieneral dis(‘ussion. 1 will pive the 
reuMins why. after a fairly long: public life sjurially in the legnslalure, J 
have come to (his conclusion that \ou may have lognc on your side, you may 
have siiK'erity on your side, you may have right on vour sid«‘, >ou may have 
reason on your side, but it you have no vote, all these w'ill be of no avail. 
That is one reason. 

Secondly, 1 wanted to say whatever little 1 had to say in the presimce 
of my friend the llon’ble the Chief Minister. Th(‘ Ilrui’bb' Chief Ministe.r 
being’ sure, very sure of the discijdined footw’ork of his jiaity does not con- 
descend to remain in tiie House wlien tin* gen(‘ral discussion takes jilair. 
It is no use makin<^ any appeal or saying anything to this Cabim‘t when he 
is absent because, without meaning any di.sresj)e(t for his colh*agues, it is 
clear to everybody that in that Cahinet he is tin* Fuehrer. My friend 
Mr. Jogeudra Chandra Das, 1 believe yesterday, described the eminent oi-cu- 
piers of the Treasury benches as so many . (A voh'e eu().m the (iovkhn- 
MJ'JfT benches: What?) If you do not know that, yon are a w’orsi* than 
Mr. Das thought you to be. But the public jiosition wliicli I have the honour 
to hold through the confidence and affection of my colleagm*H does not allow 
me to express public agreement with that view, but still T know every 
member of this House knows and 1 am sure my friend Mr. Suhrawardy 
appreciates that in this (hibinet he counts and noliody else counts. 

The points, Sir, which I wanted to mention because 1 wanted the Chief 
Minister to have an op])ortunity of dealing with those ])oints in the statement 
which he proposes to make today. 

I want to mention, first of all, the extraordinary rise in the price f)f rice 
all over the mufassal, specially in tin* East B<*ngal districts. My informa- 
tion is that rice is selling at Bs. 25 1(» Bs. 28 or Bs. -‘iO in the district of 
Dacca, in the district of Mymensingh and even in the district of Bakargaiij. 
As a matter of fact, there is no rice in Chittagong and in other parts of 
East Bengal. People from the villages have already begun to arrive in the 
cities thinking that rice may be available in tliose jilaces. There is another 
side of this picture. If rice is selling at B*^ 28 or B'*. 25 or noar about 
Rs. 80 in East Bengal districts, rice is selling in .some of the North and 
West Bengal districts, T think, at Bs. 8 to Bs. ID and eiiriously in tin*, 
district of 24-Parganas my information is that in some of the thanas 
rice is selling at a very high price while in some othi*r north and western 
thanas there is no buyer of rice. 1 do not kiiow% Sir, liow’ far this 
is correct, but, I believe, this is substantially correct and T would 
request the Hon’ble Chief Minister to look into this matter. This matter, 
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Sir, is, I submit, relevant to the subject-matter of the statement which 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister will make today because everybody realises 
that this time the people will not go without food. 1 am afraid this 
time there is not going to be passive death by starvation as in the last 
famine. I am using the word “famine” deliberately, though I do not 
want to draw an alarming picture, but what I want to say is this : This 
trek of the villagers to the town for food is serious and if they find that there 
is no food for them they are not going to die this time quietly. There is 
sure to be lawlessness and that is why this matter is relevant to the subject- 
malter of my statement. 

The next thing which I want to mention is the presence of a private 
army in this province of llengal — I refer to the activities of Muslim National 
Guard. There is public- drilling going on in Calcutta and outside. Orders 
are given by bugle, by whistles, slogans are raised and so on in s])ite of 
the fact that in most of these places Section 144 is in force. The Muslim 
National Guards are, T maintain, a menace to the peace and tranquility 
of this province. Now I invite the attention of the Ilon’ble Chief Minister 
to this menace. ]l(w is he going to deal with the Muslim National Guard P 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I know the difficulties of my honourable friend. 
Having raised himself to power by rousing communal passion, it is now 
difficult for him to control his owui followers, and then there is Mr. Fazlul 
Huq in the field. So the challenge is very grave, but so far as we are 
concerned, Sir, we are disinterested s])ectalors of this fight for leadership. 
If I may be permitted to say, we find ourselves between the devil and the 
deep sea. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot use the word “devil”. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Certainly he has no right to 
refer us as “devil”. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: All right, Sir, if he does not like it I will 
not use it. 

The Hon’ble Mr* MOHAMMED ALI: He is setting a dangerous 
dtandard. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: The standard may be 
followed. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: It is no use speaking of standard specially 
not my friend Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad. 

Any way, Sir, his difficulties are great. I hope. Sir, he will deal with 
these matters in his statement which will give an assurance not only to all 
sections of the House but also to the public outside whose servants I and 
my friends claim to \ye. (Applause from Congress benches.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Only one per cent, to clap your 
Leader I 

V The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
although the honourable J^eader of the Opposition had given me an indica- 
tion of the subject-matter of his speech today, I had no idea that he intended 
to be so controversial, if not to use a stronger terra, and therefore I consi- 
dered it sufficient I were to make a purely objective statement before the 
House. Sir, I shall still abide by my intention and will not be thrown 
into vituperative calumny. 

The first point raised by him was food situation. Sir, Government are 
fully aware of the high prices that are prevailing in certain parts of East 
Bengal and in some of its deficit areas, although the position is not so bad 
as mv lionourable friend has put it to be. We are keeping a very careful 
watch on the situation. There is actually no cause for anxiety, as the crop 
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this year has been fairly satisfactory not only in Bengal but in other parts 
of India and also the crop position is much better than last year. We can 
confidently expect to receive the normal quota of wheat and rice from other 
parts of India and from Food Organisation, which is warranted by our 
requirements. Although the crop situation is good an artificial shortage^ is 
being created in some places due to a wholly unwarranted fear of scarcity 
and a frantic urge to hoard — a fear which is hardly allayed by reference to 
word like “famine”. Last year the Leader of the Opposition, no doubt at 
the behest of his party and in au attempt to make a political i^apital out of 
food situation, did sound tocsin, and j»redicted famine in some quarters, as 
he is doing now. (Mn. Max(hc\njan Diiar: Many people died last year.) 
I hope, Sir, that his predictions will be as falsified tins year as they were 
last year. Last year indeed the situation might well have been grave, had 
it not been that (joverument sent stocks in liberal quantities to all deficit 
areas, with the result that our stock in the godown at the beginning of this 
year was at the low side. This seems to have (Tcated a panic which is 
unjustifiable, absolutely unjustifiable. (Sovernment has taken over the entire 
procurement in its own liand, and the pnx unuucnt, 1 am hapi>y to say today, 
which I could not have said a tew days ago, is ])rocecdiTig very satisfactorily 
even beyond our expectations in spit<‘ of certain initial ditlicnlties due to the 
changing over from chief agents to (lOviTiimeni ]>i(M‘urem(‘nt. Priees in 
surplus areas are well within (Uir ]»urchasing price, uT\d theri‘ are considerable 
stocks awaiting procurement and removal wbicli are ample to meet the 
situation. The rising i)rices in d(‘ficit areas arc due to various factors again 
sucli as the agriculturists having a better hoarding ])ow(‘r, a desire to hoard 
stocks against possible rise of price in future, and sbortagi* is also due to 
increased purchasing pow*er of agriculturists in the jute growing areas owdng 
to the high j)rice o})tained by them for jul(‘. In a few' surplus areas prices 
have risen owing to rapid smuggling which is being (‘ounteracteo by 
tightening of cordons and restriction of foodgrains licences. The higher 
prices in the adjacent province of Bibar have also led to stocks <TOHsing over 
to Bihar, and steps ar(* being taken to prevent smuggling across the border 
to Bibar. Government consider that there is no justification for any fear of 
shortage or of inability of Government to supply foodgrains to the defieit 
areas, and there i.s no justification for panic for lioarding. T want to make 
it clear that we are alive to the. situati(m. Not only do we propose to send 
foodgrains to the deficit areas for the purpose of bringing dowui prices and 
starting our schemes of modified rationing process which has .already begun, 
but we propose to take steps to prevent hoarding. In tliis Government hope 
that all sections of the people will co-operate. This is not the matter which 
concoms any individual or section or class or cnmmiinity: this is a matter 
in which every single person has a duty to perform, and th(‘ iiersons indulging 
in anti-social activities must he definitely brought to book. Tn order to 
prevent hoarding it may be necessary for us to keep a careful watch on the 
returns of stocks and to take stringent measures wdiere returns are not made 
or false returns are made. As I have already said beff)re, I hope we shall 
bp able to have the co-operation of the non-ofiTieials in dealing with the 
situation. I reiterate there is no cause whatsoever for panic; f)ur foodgrains 
ought to be sufficient to tide over tliis; and the plan that is being pursued hy 
Government is taking a satisfactory shape; our control is well up tn the 
mark, and I see no cause for apprehension. We have already started sending 
foodgrains to the deficit areas. This operation will go on increasing in 
volume. T confidently expect that prices will fall in deficit areas and that 
social eonseience will not lolerate disorder and will still bring them to part 
with their hoarding, and all seetions of the publie will eo-operate with us 
in allaying the panic. 

Sir, the second point raised bv mv honourable friend was with regard to 
the Muslim National Guards which possihlv he has referred to, taking 
advantage of the present discussion, but of which he did not give any notice. 
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So I repudiate the insinuation that the Muslim National Guard is a private 
army. They are nothing of the kind. They are an drganisation undoubted- 
ly of Muslim young men attached to the Muslim League the objective of 
which is at the present moment service to the community and social services. 
They have rendered invaluable aid in the matter of relief and I hope they 
will continue to do so. There is no intention, as I have said, of raising a 
private army. When a private army will be raised it will be done quite 
openly by the Muslim League and it will not be necessary for it to resort 
to any secretive methods. 

Now, Sir, there was a further point on which I stated I would make a 
statement, arising out of the motion of a member of the Congress a few 
days back concerning the recent firing by the police at Tunia in Beliadingi 
P. S., in Thakurgaon subdivision. On that issue I promised to make a 
statement in this Hou.se not only regarding this incident but generally 
because I think that the House should know and should be apprised of certain 
specific instances of the unfortunate occurrences within the province. I fear, 
Sir, that this incident was a natural result of the lawlessness which is being 
sedulously propagated by agitators, and in order to apprise this incident one 
must be somewhat conver.sant of the background. 

Owing to the activities, Sir, of such agitators there is not merely a 
general wave of unrest but of lawle.s.sni'ss and defiance of authority. This 
has found expression in labour strikes where the normal and legal iiiachinery 
of conciliation and adjudication set up by (xovernment and hitherto recog- 
nised as the proper procedure has been thrown overboard. The unri'st has 
also spread amongst the cultivators, fortunately in a few restricted areas, 
where it luw taken the ionn of TvhluKjd movement, in others, of non-])ayment 
of ianhi rent ami in still others of catching fish without authorisation from 
hecJs or non-payment of chowkidari tax and of agricultural loans. In some 
places such agitation is unfortunately accompanied with violence. Persons 
have been advised to resist arre.st in spite of warrants legally issued by a court 
of law and to rescue persons arrested and to attack the police if necessary, 
to intimidate others into accepting their demand, to remove crops by forc‘e 
from the heels and sometimes from the house of jotedars. Parallel trial 
courts have been set up and persons are brought under confinement and are 
convicted for opposing the movement. Personal indignities are inflicted and 
punishment awarded. Lands are being cultivated by force, in some cases 
side by side with the jotedars. Committees of Action, Volunteer Corps, 
propaganda leaflets, secret shelters have been organised. Badges and laihis 
nave been issued and the volunteers are taught to drill aud parade. No 
Government, Sir, however sympathetic it may be towards the reasonable 
demands of the people can allow lawlessness and defiance of authority to 
nullify it. It is a matter of the greatest regret to Government that innocent 
and law-abiding cultivators have fallen a prey to this agitation and have 
resorted to such steps as made it incumbent on our forces of law and order 
to use force against force. T cite some examples to bring home to this House 
the manner and method of this agitation. Fortunately, as I have stated, it 
is confined only to a few areas of Dinaipur, Mvmensingh and Jalpaiguri, 
although some slight rumblings can be heard elsewhere. 

Between the 7th and the 17th of February, 14 cases of paddy looting 
were reported in two unions of Balurghat tbana. I am not referring to 
the flood of telegrams which have been pouring in from these areas com- 
plaining of looting ^rom the houses of various jotedarsy I am referring to 
those which have been investigated. This looting which has been done more 
or less on a mass scale was a result of constant propaganda inculcating a 
spirit of defiance and lawlessness. On the 16th of February warrants of 
arrest legally issued by a Court of T^aw could be executed only against three 
persons. Further arrests were made impossible without the interposition 
of an armed force. Indeed, it was with difficulty that the police could 
extricate themselves with those arrested three persons without resorting to 
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violence. On the 20th of February, a police party with armed force went to 
Khanpur — 1 am referrinjif to the subdivision of Balurjrhat, indeed the thana 
of Balur^liat. There they were able to arrest six persons. An alarm was 
sounded by the villaj^ers by tlie beatinj^ of luigra or a drum and peonle began 
to collect from the neighbouring villages in large numbers. Tliey were 
arme^d with bows, arrows, spear.s, hit/iix, axes, surpis, cocliuSf ilaos 

and other instruments of assault. They surrotinded tlie }>olice party on three 
sides. They were warned to keep aloof and then the Otlieer in charge >\’ent 
ahead with an armed for(;e in a truck which was followed by a bus wdth the 
arrested persons and an unarmed force and then followed by a truck with 
armed police — when I am using the expression armed force 1 aju referring 
to armed police throughout,, there was no military. At the bend of the road, 
the truck was assaulted by oOl) persons armed with these various instruments 
of assault. A ditch had been imt right in the middle of the road and the 
truck fell into it; the tyres were cut and the truck was damaged. The 
police party were then assaulted with bows and arrows and they had to fire. 
A certain number of persons w’ere \infortunately killed. (Mn. Bimal 
Chandra Sinii\ : How many were killed there?) 8‘i arrows, (5 l)ow8, 2 axes, 

1 jarsha^ d .wrpis which are spears, d rochas^ 2 spades, 28 Lit Ins ami 1 Red 
Flag were taken possession of. Then other villagers were called to the 
scene by means of nagra.'i. The poli('e party in order to avoid a further 
collection of villagers in front had to make a detour on their way to 
Balurgliat. Of the police purtv seven persons were wounded with arrows 
and one is in a dangerous condition and was operated on twice. A number 
of persons, as I have said, unfortunatelv met tlieir d(‘ath. That was duo to 
the fact that the firing was maintained for a cousiderahle time and the 
villagers retired behind low walls. As many as 121 rounds were fired. 14 
persons met their death on the spot and ultimately fi persons (‘xpired later 
on. (Mr. Rapitanath Das: Row many ]K)licemen were killed?) Tt is 
extremely unfrirtunate that, as I have said before. innoe(‘nl villagers, most 
of them Santals and aboriginals, should have he<*n made a prey tr» this 
agitation and should have been set ajrainst the ]>oli('e and the forces of law 
and order. The agitators were nowhere to b(* found, Tlu'v have pushed 
these poor innocent people cA^eryw'here and ihvy deeam])ed. The search 
warrants cannot he executed because they are lurking somewhere in the 
background and have made themselves scarce. Instead of deploring the 
death of these unfortunate people T regret that the honourable members 
opposite desire to set off the death on one side against the death on the other. 

This took place on the 20th. The District ^fagiHtrate and the Civil 
Surgeon arrived on the spot on the 2l8t with medical aid and gave medical 
lid to all persons who had been wounded. On the 21st of February, the 
day following, occurred the incident at Tunia. A Circle Tn8])eetor of Roli<‘e 
iccompanied with an armed force consisting of a head constable and 16 
constables went to Tuiiia for the purpose of executing a search warrant and 
tvarrants of arrests. This will further bring hoim* to the honourable 
members the propaganda that has been carried oii to resist Ihe arrests and 
to assault the Police. 8 search warrants were taken and there could be 
10 mistake about it as the members of the Police party were in full uniform. 
A.R soon as the Police reached Tunia village the local people who, we can 
veil see, have been trained and tamrht in this art, .sounded the alarm by 
driking symbols, et<\, and people began to converge on the house of one 
Domar Singh against whom a warrant of arrest was about to be executed, 
^t about 7-30 a.m. when the Pfdice party reached the house of Domar Singh 
ihey found a mob of 500 to 600 people assembled at the spot. Two persons 
vho are described here as communist leaders — T will not name them here, 
5ir, because this will undoubtedly form the subjeet-matter of judicial pro- 
jeedings — they ordered the people to attack the Police and to drive them 
iway. Thereupon 600 people advanced towards the Police party armed with 
)0W8 and arrows and spears, lathis ^ husking rods, burning jute-sticks, vuisaU 
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shouting **7ruir, mar”. The Circle Inspector kept the armed force at a 
reasonable distance with the officer-in-charge, and himself with his orderly 
constable, one other constable and three other witnesses advanced towards 
the mob warning them not to proceed. The mob, however, continued to 
advance. The Circle Inspector thereupon declared the assembly unlawful, 
and advancing again with the Officer-in-charge and two constables ordered 
them to disperse. Some members of the mob then attacked the Police party 
and one of them dealt a lathi blow aimed at the head of the Circle Inspector 
which was warded off by his orderly. Other members of the mob began to 
belabour the orderly and other constables and the search witnesses. An 
arrow was shot by the members of the mob which pierced the helmet of the 
Officer-in-(!harge. The Circle Inspector then fell back and ordered the 
armed force to load. Up till that time he did not pass orders to load. He 
then gave, final warning that fire would be opened if the mob did not disperse. 
The mob became still more furious and closed in behind the Police party. 
The Cinde Inspector ordered half the force to open fire and accordingly 7 
constables fired 16 rounds killing 2 persons. Two other persons subsequently 
died. The orderly (;onstable of the Circle Inspector was severely injured 
with lathi blows and one other constable and one search witness were also 
injured by the mob. In both these two cases a magisterial enquiry is being 
held in accordance with the rules. 


Sir, I do not think that the story can be completed unless I refer to the 
incidents at Mymensingh. Here again unfortunately the agitators have 
chosen the simple llajaug tribes. They found the simple folk hitherto law- 
abiding an easy prey to their propaganda. T would like to remind the 
House that this Uniha question was taken up by the previous Ministry of 
which I had the honour to be a member. Enquiries were made under 
Section 112 and the paddy rent was reduced. The agitation in rega^ to this 
was really originated by the Haros who conducted it in a lawful and consti- 
tutional manner. Government took notice of it and instituted enquiries. 
Since then the Garos and others had been paying rent in accordance with the 
orders then passed which were readily accepted by them. But on this 
occasion one section— again an agitating group — had started to get hold of 
the Hajangs whom, as I have said, they found prey to their agitation. 
Honourable members on the other side may remember that in the election 
of March, 1946, three Congressmen were attacked by the local communists of 
whom one was a Hajang communist. One of these Congressmen succumbed 
to his injury. On the 21st January a Ipge number of Hajangs attacked 
the muharrir of Susang when he was bringing home paddy which he col- 
lected from the Garos. He extricated himself with difficulty from the place. 
14 Hajangs were arrested, although a clash was averted as 2,000 Hajangs 
well-armed came to the scene. On the 22nd January 4,000 Hajangs tres- 
passed into the compound of the Durgapur Thana. On the 26th January as 
many as 10,000 of them trespassed into the compound. They broke the 
fencing, damaged the telegraph wire and set fire to postal documents. On 
the 30th January a meeting was held amongst them when it wa.s decided 
to resist the Police. On the 31 st January occurred two incidents, again 
unfortunate, at Baharkhali. There were warrants of arrest that had to be 
executed. When the police party arrived there they w’ere chased with l>ows 
and arrows, spears, brickbats and lathis. Two armed constables were speared 
to death and thei^^ bodies were recovered the next day. Two police rifles 
were stolen. Side bv side the honourable members will remember that there 
were incidents and demonstrations on the 24th November which had nothing 
whatsoever to do with Hajang unrest — demonstration against His Excellency 
the Governor on the 21st January as a protest against what transpired here 
as Viet Nam Bay. Processions were taken out. the Court of the Additional 
District Magistrate was invaded, several Government buildings were set fire 
to and looted — possibly the honourable members do not know that as many 
as twenty buildings were burnt. 
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Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Where? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In Mymensinj?h. This is 
what is taking place. 1 thought that before the honourable members speak 
lightly of incidents here and there, they should know what we were up 
against, and how imperative it was that Oovemment should bring such forces 
of disorder under control. 1 need not refer to anything more except to 
inform the House tliat (iovernnieiit are taking steps. We havt‘ a considerable 
amount of armed force in that area and steps are being taken to arrest those 
persons who are really responsible for this tremendous wave of lawb‘ssness. 
As I have said before in connection with Diuajpur these persons have dis- 
appeared putting the llajangs to bear the brunt of assault. Searclu‘s which 
have been made have revealed the extent to which they liavc been intluenc(*d. 
Communist leaflets have been discovered in remott*st villages. At llahertali 
huge stocks of Uinka jjaddy and a large number of sj)ears, lathis and other 
weapons — some of them freshly cut and made, were discovered. Huid in some 
villages also led to the discovery of fresh 'cut bows and arrows which resulted 
in the arrest of leaders. Documents relating to the extermination of 
viah^ijiins have been seized. As soon as the headcjuartc'rs of the agitators are 
searched the parties leave tlieir villages and take to bills, and many of tho 
leading agitators have taken shelttT in the (iaro hills. On the bth, I believe, 
of February, a march of armed llajangs was being made* at Nalitabari j)olice- 
station. Fortunately there was an aeroplane doing reconnoissancc' work and 
when it dived towards the crowd the peojcle crossed the river and held a 
meeting there. Of course, nothing happened there, but this did not prevent 
some from sending frantic telegrams that we have rc'soited to aerial bombing. 
There was a little bit of things thrown from the air. Thc^ District 
Magistr^ite had tlncught it advisable to throw soim* preepaganda b'ullcds which 
are hai^lig their effect, becuu.se now W’ith th(‘se sc‘urch»‘S pmsons who had been 
intimidated are coming forward and giving evidenc*e of how they have been 
threatened, how they have been forced to become Communist and forced to 
accept the demands of these people, how they have been carried away and 
tried in parallel courts of law and punishimmts that had bemi inflicted upon 
them. The reports indicate that these Communists are still active in the 
tlmna^ of Kamlakaiulu, Durgaj)ur and Nalitabari and trying to stir up 
agitation in Sher])ur in Jamalpur .subdivision. t)rily on(‘ s(M*lion of the 
ndjangs 4 b giving trouble; the other sections of (raro and Muslim areas are 
not giving any trouble. • I do not think it is necessary for me to place other 
factors before the House. Some reports have be(*n received from Jalpaiguri 
which we are investigating and from a few other thanas scattered here and 
there. 

I am glad that I have had this opportunity of placing before this House 
what is taking place outside, and before I sit down T would appeal to all 
the members of the House, to those on this side as well as to the Opposition, 
not to take this lightly but to use all their influence and all their organisa- 
tion in upholding order and discipline, and in counteraeling this wave of 
lawleRsness and defiance of authority which is being practised by one section 
with the objective of paralysing GovcTnmcnt. We are iindf)ubtedly on the 
verge of independence and it is essential that we must prepare ourselves 
for it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: As you are doing at Noakhali I 
Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Don’t forget Bihar. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: You started this lawlessness. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This lawlessness will not do, 
and when independence comes and we shall be called upon to undertake with 
the fullest responsibility the welfare of our motherland, and I hope in this 
all of US will combine together, we shall, if we do not suppress this wave of 
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lawlessneRH now, have to deal with it far more sternly than at present, 
■^ile, therefore, there is time, I do urge of the members here to use their 
influence to see that we proceed legally and constitutionally along the path 
of independence so that we may be in a position to reap its fruits. 

Mr. RUP NARAYAN ROY: ^r^Tfirsr ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will not allow any speech after the state- 
ment of the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After (idjovmment.) 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
may I crave your indulgence to call your attention to a very grave matter on 
which we propose to give notice of a motion to move adjournment of the 
House. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of law and order has on the 
floor of the House given a direct incitement and threat and encouraged that 
a certain organisation to which he also bel(»ngB, called the Muslim League, 
will raise a private army. That is a serious enough matter and it ought to 
be discussed. We propose to give notice of an adjournment motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Diitt-Mazumdar, if you want to give 
notice of an adjournment motion, you can do so. That will be considered. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir. I only called your 
attention to it because in your presence on the floor of this House the Chief 
Minister did it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Provas Chandra Lahiri. 

General discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. PROVAS CHANDRA LAHIRY : Mr. Chairman, Sir. 

Tfvm fro 
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Civil Supply ^r; w-i jm'fcT'; c^Y-ri Rtpii ^1 ^s,- -^rtruT rfr^ 

wf^n ^ I ’RTO a c-fr^ff^Tpr TCNt^r crrll^ i?r=ri «r-^5 ^e^!I c^n:^ i -tot's 

c-ilTtc^ I (?rTO b ib* dm 'sfTt^ ^Vs it*; (anf^^TBi ) ^rret! i ^vb -na 

srr^ vltTi OT3 f*F TO< ^'4^ '2^TC4 ‘iO ^Ttf-T CiTlT) 4r^ cq?T ? J|T5F nO ’^Tf^r C*f)'f 

4:;^ of4i ^*t; c-^t^t ^5^^^ m c^T^< 'jtTc 4 ^atw^ *F4rc'4 4fMi\in, 

c^ ?Tt4r^i =n I €ni majority-r csnr< >rt*4vif?r'F iPH btto »ircb^l 

C4 ^*77^ =Tlt?i srfh t]f^i-s jpttjTt^t 

'sri^CW^ C^-T ^JTC^rRT'lf^lPT f^% f>r5Tt5TI bTC^ ^*7) C^ 1^41 4'fT^ T<1 TSl 

^ 1441 43T 4Tb 441 '<t^Ti( 'i TO< 44 | m T-it*T ‘^CHTia 

TOT^^i’C^r-f afC‘ft''< ^'IT ^T1 IOT*rt ^R4CH4 ^iTT v 

#f3 441 4*4ffm4 4ti:wi> 'mfir «iic4 41^144 ^fesri; 4 1 'oftf’i 4(4 ^ 34^1 

*T^ 4TIW^ C4'4 41 ^IvS >T4'i[ 4444f4 4^4<:44 GVi 514 41 1 

Mfi il> Ri WALKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Hon’hle Finance 
Minister has had the unhappy task of pre.sentiu^* tlie Uth deficit hud^^et in the 
years followinj^ the Nienieyer Award. This is not, therefore, an occasion 
for congratulations, hut w-e may admit that he has not flinched from his task 
althou^^h we may feel that there are r^ark^^hle omibsions from his hud^^et 
fltatenient. The process of presentin*'' deficit budgets year after >ear is a 
demoralising^ one. It inevitably leads to irresponsibility both on the part of 
the Finance Department and on the part of the lionoiirahle members of this 
le< 5 ^islature. There are 8i^»’ns of this tendency in these estimates. 

Mr. Methold has already voieed our mis^avinj^s with re^mrd to the heavy 
expenditure under the heads “Extraordinary Charj^eR in India’', “Miscel- 
laneous” and “Famine”. Is it a sif^Ri of demoralisation that the llon’hle 
Finance Minister has not j>re8ented us with a picture of our debts and assets 
position? Surely, we, members of this House, are entitled to this. 

I would like to make two suf^f^estions the adoi)tion of which would, in 
my opinion, help to combat the tendency towards financial irresponsibility. 
The first is that the Ilon’ble Finance Minister should immediately appoint 
a Finance Standing? Committee composed of representatives of the various 
parties in this House. This Standing’ Committee would meet at rej-rular 
intervals to review the pro^^ress of expenditure, and to consider any pro- 
posals for new expenditure, but I would sujrtrest, Sir, that its first task should 
be to examine the case for financial assistance from the Centre. If the 
Standing Committee can apree on Benfral’s case for financial assistance, then 
I would supjrest that the Committee should "o to Delhi to present a united 
demand to the Government of India for financial assistance. 

My second suj^pestion is an old one, but it is an important one in the liiyht 
of our mounting expenditure. It is that supplementary estimates should be 
presented in this House immediately additional expenditure is contemplated. 
The Finance Department have not at any time appeared to appreciate the 
necessity and importance of doinj^ this, and I would like to sufrjrest that 
their nejrliffcnce in this respect contributes very substantially to an attitude 
of financial irresponsibility. There will be additional expenditure this year 
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—additional expenditure on Government employees and I hope after hearing 
the Chief Minister this evening on Police. Will the Hon’ble Minister give 
an undertaking that supplementary estimates for this additional expenditure 
will be presented in the Monsoon Session? 


The Ilon’ble Finance Minister has budgeted for an improvement of 
nearly 3i crores in our revenue receipts for the coming year on the assumption 
That Moniial coiulitioris of trade and business will prevail. We would wish 
that the Ilon’ble Finance Minister had gone more fully into implications 
of this assumption. Normal conditions depend upon the maintenance of 
peace and order in this province and upon the absence of factors disturbing 
its economic life such as repeated labour strikes. In present circumstances 
they depend also to a large extent upon control of inflationary tendencies. 

So far as law and order is concenied, the estimates are not reassuring. 
We remember that the Chief Minister in reply to the No-Confidence Debate 
in September last stated that very considerable additional expenditure on 
police would be necessary. Tonight the Chief Minister has unfurled a story 
of lawlessness throughout the province, and we have also noticed the jiublished 
evidence of the Commissioner of Police in which he constantly stresses the 
inadequacy of his resources. In the context of the very serious disturbances 
which occurred during the past year and in the context of the many reports 
of outbreaks of violence and disorder in difi'erent parts of the province, we 
would have expected to see substantial new ])roposals for expenditure on 
Police. But all that we find is that an additional sum of Bs. 8 lakhs was 
epent during the current year, and during the coming year the only addi- 
tional expenditure is Rs. 4 lakhs under the Development programme. The 
The increase in the total estimate is (bu‘ ()nly to th<‘ fact that (iov(‘inment 
have not b(‘en able to recover the anticipated contribution from the Govern- 
ment of India towards expenditure sanctioned before the disturbances occur- 
red. Will the II on’ble Finance Minister please explain whether there are 
any new proposals for additional expenditure on Police, and what are their 
financial implications? 


I liad al8o expeoted that the Ron’lde Finance Minister would deal with 
the probleni of inflation. He will admit presumably that inflation is oceur- 
rin(j and if then I think he should e.xplain Government’s policy for 
combatinp inflation. The result of inflation, as everyone must know, is that 
wafje increases are discounted by risinp prices, and so lonp as prii es con- 
tinue to rise there will be no end to labour agitation and to the repeated 
strikes winch are dislocatin^r the industrial economy of this province.^ 

Sir, there 13 a point which you tried to make to the Chief Minister this 
eveninR but I do not think he adequately dealt with it, and I h^e the 
Hon ble hinance Minister will deal with that question of inflated pricL and 

disor^ Zstlitinuf " <‘“<1 

Qoyernment can do a preat deal to combat inflation. They can control 

rblerif^ after listening to the 

Chief Minrster this evening I am not assured that they are goin<' to be able 
to control it in 194<. Government can also control rents sunTbor 

Hent Controller and a part-time staff. I would suggest that Government 
should take immediate steps to appoint two full-time senior oflScers to take 
charge of rent control with adequate staff. 

Government can also ensure that labour should receive a fnn.1 r.t:™ 

Sp'pT of 

properly distributed throughout the province. Lastly, GovemmemTcan bm 



mi.] 


GENERAl. BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


533 


that their Labour Department is properly equipped, and that, in particular, 
it has an adequate staff of high calibre labour officers and conciliators who 
will be able to take up the task of settling labour disputes before they reach 
the stage of strikes. 

There has been a criticism that this is a communal budget. We do not 
agree with this criticism. The deficits are the result of extraordinary 
expenditure for the benefits of both the major communities. We welcome, 
and we are sure that every reasonable member will join with us, the small 
additional amounts provided for Muslim and Scheduled Caste education nor 
do we agree the policy of the Government is not directed towards the benefit 
of the masses of this province. We think, on the other hand, that Govern- 
ment’s policy has a definite bias in that direction, and particularly in the 
direction of the masses in rural areas. We have no quarrel with that policy 
except in so far as it tends to defeat its own ends as in the question of jute 
restriction. 

There is, however, a danger in the legislative field, and this policy in so 
far as it affects one community more than another community may tend to 
lead to communal strife and discord. The Finance Minister has referred to 
the scheme for li(iuidatiou of the Permanent Settlement and has estimated 
the total cost of the scheme at close upon crores. 1 would only suggest 
that if fair compensation is to be paid, and in our o])inion fair compensation 
he ])aid, liie tolaf con! would he coiisidcraljly noMc than cr.-r»**'. 

I wonder why Government always seem to ignore Mr. Gurner’s report on the 
recommendations ot the Floud Fommission. Mr. Guriier j>ointed out that 
the estimates ot tlie Floud Commission w^ere of little value because they 
were incioinpleto in certain respects and he expressed the vi(*w that the 
prospects of profit out of the transactions were illusory. The lievenue 
De])artment calculated the cost of the omitte<l items and acc^ording to their 
estimate on the basis of compensatioji at ten times the net income there would 
be an annual loss to the state of GO lakhs. 1 hasteti 1o state that we do not 
consider ten times as fair compensation, and Mr. Gurner himself expressed 
the view very strongly that if s\ibstantial injustice was not to be done, the 
rate could not be low(‘r than fifteen times. I have dwelt on this important 
I)oini because it seems to us that in a legislation wdiich is likely to affec.t 
adversely one community more than another community, it is juirticularly 
incumbent ujam the Government to be just and fair if communal strife is to 
be avoided. We have seen with pleasure the statement of Mr. Jinnah that 
the minorities to whichever community they may belong w'ill be treated 
fairly and justly and that every effort will be made by th(* maj(»rity (‘.om- 
munity to create in them a sense of security and confiden(a\ We would like 
to suggest to the Government that in their legislative proy)r)sals this praise- 
worthy statement should always be kept in view. In this connection I do 
not only refer to legislation for state acquisition of the rent- receiving 

ifit* ?(“^t but alsr) rrtm- to h*gishit ioji.s with r(*uur(l to the Jift romhirs and 

acquisition of waste lands. It is disappointing that Government have not 
been able to fulfil their development programme during the current year. 
Mr. Methold has voiced our particular disappointment with regard to the 
lack of achievement as regards roads programme. We consider, Sir, that 
the construction and improvement of roads a^e of vital importance in thte 
development of this province, and in raising the standard of living of the 
masses. The grants made available to us by the Centre are at the same time 
a great opportunity and a challenge. That opportunity may not continue 
indefinitely and it is up to us to see that the grants do not lapse through any 
fault of our own. 

I would like to suggest that the Government should take the public more 
into confidence with regard to the development programme with a view to 
enlist public opinion in support of the schemes. As a first step I would 
suggest that a revised development programme which is now nearly in the 
35 
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final shape should be placed before this legislature and the public as soon 
as possible. As a second step I would suggest that as recommended by the 
Rowlands Committee, Advisory Bodies composed of experts and public 
representatives should be set up in headquarters and the districts, and I feel, 
Sir, public interest and publio support of the development programme would 
be of value. 

In conclusion, Sir, while 1 have offered criticism and made certain sug- 
gestions which, I hope, the Hon'ble the Finance Minister will treat 
seriously, we had appreciated the magnitude of the task and the many 
unprecedented problems which this Ministry has had to face. The Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister has appealed for a united assault upon the many vital 
problems facing this province. I can assure him of our co-operation in this 
matter, and 1 only hope that he will take steps to set up a machinery by 
means of which all sections of the House can co-operate in the manner I 
have suggested. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Chairman, Sir, it must have 
gladdened the heart of our juvenile Finance Minister to find him described 
as the youngest amongst the Finance Ministers in India. We whose hair has 
turned grey are not jealous of his youth. But youth has its perils and 
pitfalls. We have before us a budget, the product of a youthful brain, 
full of perils, which has plunged this province into a financial abysss. Sir, 
we have heard of pious platitudes and great hopes for the future, but they 
will Ikivc no meaning until the communal virus in the body politic of Bengal 
is eradicated. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has said in his budget 
statement about the fall in revenue from various sources. We find that 
expenditure on famine victims and for relief and rehabilitation purposes has 
run into two crores and odd. All these expenses could have been avoided if 
the party in power luis realised in tinH‘ that killing as part of a .party pro- 
gramme would never pay. Then again we find there is a fall in excise 
revenue from country liquor and such other things. We are not very much 
concerned about the fall in revenue from country liquor. Whether it is 
swadeshi champagne or imported champagne. We are absolutely uncon- 
cerned. There ought to have been prohibition ere long and therefore we are 
not concerned about the fall in revenue from country liquor. 

Now, about the illusive boat constructi 9 n programme. We hear there is 
a loss of d crores on that. On the last occasion 1 requested the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister to make an enquiry into this matter but up till now we do 
not know who these highly placed persons and officers are who made tons 
of money. They have successfully evaded the law and avoided prosecution. 
This reminds me of the saying of the poet that law grinds the poor, the rich 
rule the law. 

I will now confine my observation to the educational policy of Qovern- 
meni. It has been observed by the Hon’bie Mr. Abul Kalam Azad that 
education should receive the highest priority in our national budget, for one 
of the major problems of national reconstruction, is education. Now about 
a word or two on the educational policy of Government. The educational 
policy should have in view, removal of ignorance and mass enlightenment. 
Just as the blessings of the sun are received by one and all, the high and the 
low, ever} one, no matter to which community he belongs, rich or poor, 
high or low, should receive the blessings of education. 

Now, we find that the scheme for encouragement of Post-Graduate 
Research in Calcutta by expanding the University College of Science vjas 
abandoned. WhyP No money could be lost on scientific research and this 
item of expenditure on scientific research should have been sanctioned by 
the Government. The educational policy of the Government should have 
been conceived in the broadest possible terms. We find to our infinite regret 
that communal canker has entered the whilom healthv educational system of 
Bengal. The fountain of knowledge is being poisoned at its source with 
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this policy of communalising education. We fear that if this process goes 
on there will be greater Calcutta killing and greater Noakhali killing became 
if the communal mind is further communalised by a process of education 
which is not broadbased on the general culture of the people, such education 
is potent for infinite mischief to the people, Altough obscurantism in 
matter of education is bad enough, communalism in the sphere of education 
is worse. Educational separatism is a thing to be deplored and no one 
deplores more than this side of the House that education should have been 
divided into separate communal compartments. 

We have before us some additional grants; Hindus got 3 ^ lakhs and the 
great Buddhist community got only 16 thousand, a beggarly educational 
4rant tor tlic great coniinunity of Buddhists in Bengal. Favours besitnved 
on any particular community in the sphere of education are bad investments. 
You will see the result of it in a very short time. It may be greater Calcutta 
Killings and greater Noakhali Killings and this system of dividing educa- 
tion into separate communal compartments is a thing which should be 
deprecated. The whole system of education requires thorough overhauling, 
a much larger grant should be made to the private colleges, to the aided 
colleges and to the University of Calcutta and I am sure that in the next 
budget a better grant, a more liberal grant should be made towards educa- 
tion in Bengal — for general education, not compartmental education, not 
communal education, not one-sided education but education should be as 
broad and general as air and light. 

(The member having reached the time limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : 

^ m i i rc«n- 

5 Tm 5 rTwi? ^ t to m rwcp i r«r% 

ires c^tf^ tto to ; ^tzw^ c»it »pr»i 

^ iY^es csj^i ^ 

to vew ^r^r'Si im\ cctOt ^tcw c l^ ir^' 

’tnsnf *n<tr*TiT viii c^rsfTi:^ 

tje^rf'ER (TT^ffR ^f^'Q C*fC^ ^ I 

to ^ ^’toPT to ^ c*r 

er ^ti c’fro tov toRti 

to m 'Irf^cm ^rf^ c^m, «n ^ 

»rm ^ I -rm «h ^ 

*m ‘fitil TC^l (Laughter from the Congress Benches.) 

( A VOICE FROM THE GOVERNMENT BENCHES : Cfi{ ’BTf’fTOa 051 'iJRtoR I 

’ttoR I ) 'Q^nm i >rj ant ^ o?:?, osrcfr? 

cm I to ws) ^ri T<fiRi cn esrz^ mi ^ i 

^ 'STtR, 5 ir, ^siU ^rit tor, tot? c*r ; to 

irtf^ ^‘ti 0^05^ I ^^tnr FPkiflc®Pii <5^ ofr tftornj 

m I arjT ?^c 5 r or^ ’ttr^ 

€RT TOrt^ ^ 1 i 

to 'Q to ijii, c3^ ^ tonto 

■rr-5f?n:‘nT <rTH tor 

tjtohtto^ m toto tjxwsri 

ortc^H ^’Ti Venn? — ni|i% 11 tto nr*®ftn <4^ nime^w 



536 


GENEEAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[28th Feb., 


•iiTsrs to; ‘*State8man”iqij ws ^ 

“Nationaliflf’iii? jcs :>o c^, “Hindusthan Standard”^? TO; :)8 c^, 
‘‘^\5^^twti:inf”TO^ft(?FTl^i TO5Tr*nnc=^c^’ti:^ length ^ 

breadth ^ ^ oc’t:^ ^ to Mr, tfT '9 

^iF5TTO^?i^i (?r^ to; cftf 

^*r?r 5iirBi^ to ^fer ‘t?5'r fern ^ 

^i\ TOt*nr 'q ^vti ; 

TOm c^r -^t fe;^, 

M, tfwf'r^, ^iiTO OT (?nfk m Rc?i c^ i 

W( ^'Q 1 ^Ttn^TKl TO TOWto ^ 

c^^vi sr^TO.'^.'Qf^^ '9<f^ to ^rt^, ^stot 

TOtl; I (Laughter from the Opposition Benches. ) 

:rpr^ ^at ^?t-m toc^ c^ cto ^fro 

*T^ ^ TO c^t'do 1^ tff^TO mpr i 

^vn 1 ^vn c^tr. Tk® c^ar ^n i >mi 

#T ^vtpl^ C?Ftf ^1 irt&f% I 6 (?Ftti> ^1 TO‘t f%,— 'SR’l^PT C*f'^^,— 

!Ii:5&t=^ ’t^^rv tf^ '*^raR( 'jrTO i 4 t^i, 9 {TiMt^ 

tfot% “^r^F C5TCIR” eR) JrWtflsi^TOl 'Tt'CT 01 T>W1 

TO^ 'rj*ri^ i t[c w^rr^ 

^‘*n, to^ 

wnt^ 515^ Tl^j I ’i^it ^f*! tpf ^ TO TO stable 

^TO ^ ^5tTO a ’ftff ’?r^t c’fr^Fi ^ ‘P ^1 '^TO 5r< *11 1 

('At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) , 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Mr. Chairimiii, Sir, during the initiation of the 
Budget debate by the honourable member represimting the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce, our young hopeful, discussed the demerits of the 
youthful Finance Minister’s financial statement very ably. Then the 
honourable member representing the Calcutta University strongly 
emphasized on the communal colour of the Budget and pointed his finger to 
the corruption regarding boat construction and other defects in the Budget. 
Mr. Methold, speaking on behalf of the European Group, wanted light from 
the Finance Minister regarding the mysterious darkness round some of the 
expenditure or should 1 say the blackness of which was apparent. Other 
members to your left, Sir, criticised the Budget as unsatisfactory and not 
calculated to meet the needs of the Province. The supporters of the Govern- 
ment mostly congratulated their Finance Minister on the financial statement 
and naturally enough resented any attack on the ground of communalism. 
Sir, in the midst of all these there is one thing which must be admitted and 
it is that it is a financially bankrupt budget. On that question there cannot 
be any controversy and the deficits are alarmingly high. The only question 
therefore is whether the policy and plan are also bankrupt. The question 
that naturally arises in the minds of the members of this House is — is this 
Budget aiming at the amelioration of the condition of the people of this 
province? Is this Budget aiming at the alleviation of the distress of the 
people of this province which immediately must be removed? I dare say 
that the supporters of Government will also give a high priority to this cri- 
terion of the Budget, namely, whether this Budget is Liking effective 
steps to prevent the miseries of the people of this province or not. That 
is the real criterion to be applied. 
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Sir, I shall direct the attention of the House to one most important 
matter which is agitating the mind of everybody in this House. I think 
' everyone in this House would like t(» test the Budget in the light whether 
this Budget can keep down the soaring prices of rice which is the staple food 
of the province. Sir, in the Eastern Bengal districts the prices have soared 
up much high. They will luiturallv a>k. every one of tiiem. even those who 
look at Muslim standpoint more than the standpoint of the Hindus, they 
W')u]d like the Finance Mini-^ttu- to assure llieni that Ihi^ Budg(‘l will k(‘ep 
down the soaring prices of rice; that this Budget will ensure equitable dis- 
tribution of the cloth that is available in order to hide the shame and indig- 
nities of the female folk at least. This being the criterion we have got to 
see whether this budget seeks or serves to do that. It would not do for the 
members of this House to pass a grant of 884 lakhs and odd thousand for 
Civil Supplies if the Civil Supplies Department cannot maintain an ade- 
quate supply of rice for the people of the province. If they cannot make 
rice available at a price within the capacity of the poor masses of the people 
, who cannot pay high price, while the racketeers, profiteers and black 
f inMikc((‘(Ms are tliriMiig nn Hial. 

Sir, when the members go back to their constituencies, they will be asked 
by the people, “You have passed the budget, but what of tnatP Does the 
budget aim at increasing the production P Does the budget at the same 
time aim at keeping down the prices which have iruTeased the index of the 
coat of living That will be the criterion which will be applied and that 
must be ensured. The young Finance Minister who has proved himself 
responsive to public, enquiries, by attending to any information be is given, 
must keep his eyes open on all departments to see that the needs of the 
poor people are served and not of the black marketeers, profiteers, licence- 
holders and others. 

Sir, there is one thing I want to say. It is about the communal com- 
plaint that has been made. I for one do not think, when the SchcMluled 
Castes people are being granted something or the Muslim community in 
order to be levelled up from its backwardness is granted something — I do not 
call it communal, for that is in the* interest of the province to level up. 
But coramunalism comes up when an entire community is going to be 
levelled down without consideration of their needs as inhabitants of the 
province. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

I appeal to the Ministry to see that the finances of Bengal are employed 
to the best advantage of the people of Bengal as a whole. 

Mr. MAHAMMAD OWAIS : Mr. Chairman. Sir, zrm (PJ, 

^ ^ tpj, 

money value Rft erff ntsO frpm spipT 

yc? 50 I fOTPT >0 lOri fr.-Trs vrm i 8ft 

c^rrf? ^1 <pri fpi ^ i 

,ij^ communal l Reliefu^i WiTT ^ 

He never heard of a Minister in charge of Relief Department. But he 
should know that our Calif)h Hajrat Umar used to carry bags of foodstufiPs 
on his shoulder to the homes of the needy and indigent. The wretched 
condition of the refugees touched the heart of the Hon’ble Relief Minister 
and he himself looked after the refugees for better management. 

G, m reliefii^ ?i^Ti ^ ?n:flrc!? 

OTf? fellow brethren 'iHi hoiQeletts, childless 
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motherless WKt 

c'T'Q^n fer f%f^ ’pra Tj?n 

without distinction of any caste and creed. 

Objections have been raised because the refugees happened to be Muslims, 
but it would never have been raised, had they been Hindus and it would 
have been paid by a Hindu Finance Minister. 

Civil Supply Department ki:) ^ ^ i 

civil peoplecT supply fV« ^ ?nr 

most of the people of the Civil Supplies DejiaTtment are dishonest and they 
are after satisfying their unsatiahle lust for wealth by eorruption depriving 
the public of tJieir due and legitimate shares. They are hoarding money 
and wealth not only to make provision for themselves and their future 
generations till (bumisday but al.^o to enter the paradise if possible even by 
bribing the guards there. 

(At this stage the red light was lit md the member having reached the time- 

limit ivas asked to sit.) 

Sir, I have got one precedent. In spite of the hammering and red light 
yesterday one member was allowed to speak beyond his time. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. K. 8. ROY): Never follow a bad precedent. 

Mr. PANIRUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Chairman, Sir, on rising to support 
the budget for the coming year introduced by the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
I like to say at the outset that the Muslims of Bengal have been accusing for 
some time the present Ministry for adopting the policy of appeasing my 
friends on the opposite at the cost of the Muslim cause on many occasions. 
But what an irony of fate ! Instead of receiving recognition and appreciation 
for their same-side goals, they are now branded as rank communal, as well 
be evident from the speeches made on the floor of the House for the last 
three days. 

The Muslims of Bengal are crying now for a Muslim University — a 
University of their own — and why? Will my friends on the opposite pause 
for a moment and try to find out the cause? Is it not because the Calcutta 
Hindu University imparts communal education that the Muslims began to 
feel the crying necessity for a Muslim University in Bengal? Is it not 
because the Muslims of India had been downtrodden and ill treated by my 
friends on the opposite and people of their persuasion in all spheres of life 
from the inception of the British rule in India that they began to think 
themselves as a separate nation and claim a separate home of their own in 
the name of Pakisthan? Had they been fair, reasonable and sympathetic 
towards the minority communities, the fate of India would have been quite 
different from what it is now. 

The fact that a few lakhs of rupees has been allotted for the expansion 
of the Islamia College and Muslim education in a Muslim-majority province 
has been eyesore *to them. If we turn over the pages of the budget, what do 
we find? We find that the major portion of the budgeted amount has been 
allotted for develop'lnent projects and under other beads for greater Calcutta 
and West Bengal. But who are going to be benefited by these projects? 
What is the percentage of the Muslim population in Calcutta and West 
Bengal? 

Government has recently decided to ahift the Kurigram Subdivisional 
headquarters to the Lalmonirhat air base, the north-western extremity of the 
subdivision at a distance of 20 miles in the teeth of our opposition. To cool 
down our resentment and for better facilities of communication we have been 
given to understand by the higher authorities that the three major district 
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roads, one from Lalmonirhat to Kurij^ram, one from Bhurungamari to Chil- 
mari and the third from Lalmonirhat to Nageswari will be taken up in the 
year 1947-48. But to our utter surprise we find that no provision at all 
has been made for it in the budget. I, on behalf of the people of the Kuri- 
gram subdivision, appeal to the Ilon’ble Finance Minister and through him 
to the Ministry at large to see that the abovementioned major district roads 
are taken up immediately. 

Sir, there will be baseless criticism of the budget from th^ Opposition, 
but I assure the Ilon’ble Finance Minister that Ensa Allah the caravan will 
pass. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, this budget is 
a painful study. On a careful study of it you will find nepotism, corruption, 
inefficiency, want of care for the poor and the hungry and above all, group 
communalism in its naked form is writ large in eveiy i)age of the budget. 
Since 1987 the revenue receipts had increased three times and the expendi- 
ture had also increased more than three times, but is there any improvement 
in the condition of the poor and the hungry P Let Government answer. 

I am really sorry, Sir, that I have to refer to communalism even in the 
grant of relief. Nobody deplores the incidents in Bihar more than we do. 
We do not justify that action for what had happened in Noakhali. The 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bihar has admitted it in liis answer on the motion 
of no-confidence but tliis Government is guilty of communalism even in 
reliefs. For Bihar refugees tho (lovernmtmt hud s|)e?it Its ol lakhs in the 

year 1946-47 and has provided Rs. 54 lakhs in the year 1947-48, but for the 
refugees in Noakhali, Tippera and Dacca, the Government had spent 
Rs. 47 lakhs and has provided Rs. 40 lakhs in the year 1947-48. The amount 
is extremely insufficient. Refugee camps in Noakhali and Tippera had been 
abolished but the refugee camps for Bihar refugees still exist. I do not like 
to poison the atmosphere by referring to other cases of discriminatory 
treatment. 

For rehabilitation in Noakhali and Tippera the Government has been 
ofTeniig a verv iii^igiiiHcaiit miiii. Cornigalod iron wheels oiVciod arc (piite 
insufficient. Timber, bamboo and other building materials are not available 
and, if available, they are very costly. The sum of Rs. 250 for building 
houses is extremely insufficient. I gave notice of a special motion to have a 
debate on the subject, but it has not been granted up till this day. 

The situation in Noakhali and Tippera has deteriorated. Mahatma 
Gandhi has stated it and Shree Satish Chandra Das Gupta has written a 
letter to this effect. Maulvi Fazlul ffuq by an extremely communal speech 
at Comilla has raised communal passion, but the Government did not take 
any steps to prevent it. 

Inefficiency is evident from the failure of Government to spend the 
amounts budgeted for, specially in the nation-building departments of 
Irrigation, Agriculture, Industries, Education and Civil Works. My young 
friend Shree Bimal Chandra Sinha has referred to it exhaustively and I shall 
refer to only a feWl 

Under the head “Agriculture” on the Development Programme, the 
amount budgeted for is Rs. 41,45,000 and the amount spent is Rs. 27,12,000. 
Under the head “Insdustries” on the Development Programme, the amount 
budgeted for is Rs. 30,68,000 and the amount spent is Rs. 4,54,000. Under 
the head “Education”, on Encouragement of Post-graduate Research the 
amount budget for is Rs. 10 lakhs and, Sir, you will be astonished to hear 
that no expenditure has been made on this head and no provision has been 
made this year. The Government grant to the Jadavpur College has been 
reduced from Rs. 2,40,000 to Rs. 40,000. Under the head “Irrigation”; on 
re-excavation of derelict tanks the amount budgeted for is Rs. f30 lakhs and 
the amount spent is Rs. 19 lakhs and there is no provision made this year. 
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Under the head “Forests’ ' for raising a revenue of Rs. 36 lakhs an expendi- 
ture of Rs. 34 lakhs is incurred and also budgeted for this year. Another 
instance of ineificiency and nepotism is the appointment of three Chief 
Whips. 

Other glaring instances of inefficiency and corruption are the loss on the 
construction of boats and the loss on the sale of subsidised foods and also 
the expenditure on “Grow More Food’’ schemes which is another name of 
“Grow More Officers’’. 

The Civil Supplies Department is another name for corruption. 
Expenditure under the head “Civil Supplies’’ with a large paraphernalia is 
Rs. 5,58,81,400, but what is the result? In the month of Falgoon the price 
of rice in the deficit district of Dacca ranges between Rs. 32 and Rs. 24. 
In Mymensingh, an allegedly surplus district, the price in some places is 
Rs. 25 and in Barisal, perhaps the district with the biggest surplus, it is 
Rs. 23. In Pabna, a self-sufficient district, the price is Rs. 25 in the 
villages and Rs. 22-8 in the town. This sample reveals the chaos. In the 
procurement area the price of rice is only Rs. 9 to Rs. 10. But see 
Mr. Hartley, Bengal’s Director-General of Food, has admitted in the 
refient Press Conf(‘rence, contrary to the statement of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister, tlie unsjitisfnetorN chniiieter ct proeurtMuent and the alanniug rate 
of smuggling of rice. Alread\ ther(‘ are '•igns of food eliaos. I put a question 
if there is . supply in the godowns of the deficit districts. 

For Calcutta rationing only we spend Rs. 1,52,69,300, but with what 
result? We stand in queues awaiting for our turns for lioiirs together. We 
do not get mustard oil and coal Und even now we get bad quality of rice. 
Is it not the result of inefficiency and corruption? 

The Bengal Administration Enquiry Committee in its report in March, 
1945, had stated: So widespread has corruption become and so defeatist is 
the attitude taken towards it that we think that the most drastic steps should 
be taken to stamp out the evil which has corrupted the public service and 
public morals. Anything less is a denial of justice to the poor people of 
the Province who comprise the bulk of its population and who, in the end, 
have to pay for the bribes which go to enrich the unscrupulous and the 
dishonest. 

The report suggested remedies and steps. The Government, which was 
then Section 93 Government, appointed Rai Bijan Behari Mukherji Bahadur 
to further suggest remedies for eradicating the evil. The Rai Bahadur 
suggested remedies and steps, but his report which was submitted during this 
regime has been given a decent burial. No steps had been taken to remove 
the corruption. The reasons are obvious. Before I leave this subject I must 
tell the Government that corruption in administration will wreck any consti- 
tution however meticulously perfected in theory and no State can be run 
where corruption is widespread and goes undetected and unpunished. 

Tl)c iicnI ])oint 1 shall deal with is want of cai«' for the ])oor juid the 
hungry; Hunger, want of clothing prevail throughout the province. We 
find an agrarian trouble. The poor Hajangs have, it is alleged, risen in 
revolt. The poor Rajbansis — the poor (‘ultivators in North Bengal have also, 
it is said, risen in revolt. Tlie hunger has led them to revolt. You may 
kill them, you mayi utilise the engines of oppression as you have been 
doing but unless you remove the root causes, those troubles will reappear. 
Has the budget anyway provided for the removal of root causes? What is 
the meaning of the Labour Department unless you can settle the labour 
disputes? We find strikes in Calcutta everywhere. Tramway labourers are 
on strike for more than a month. Hunger led them to d<‘<i)crni’oi\. You 
have not been able to settle the disputes. The poor lowly paid officers and 
meiiials have got their hunger stamped on their face. ' When I see the 
hum^y looks of the menials of this House, when I hear their piteous cric.s, 
my heart goes out in sympathy for them. But in this budget is there any 
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provision for improving the lots of these poor people P The primary school 
teaclu'i.s who art* I lie nl(>^i useiul mtMubers l)iil at tin* saint* tmu* the most 
miserably and lowly paid class of the society are crying for relief. They 
have rightly threatened to go on strike. The relief provided for them in 
the budget is most insignificant. Look at Bombay, For Education the 
amount budgeted was Rs. 6 crores in 1946-47 for two crores of people. It 
has been increased by one erore. Our education budget this year is 
Rs. 4,21,24,000 for about six crores of illiterate people. In rural areas the 
primary education has altogether stopped ; the teachers do not generally 
attend schools. There is no school building, no furniture, no books. 

Sir, before I take my seat I want to give a warning to all people of 
Bengal — to all of us. After the momentous statement of Mr. Attlee on the 
20th February last a new responsrbility has arisen. We must be alive to the 
critical and historical situation in the country. Politics now means play- 
ing with the lives of many innocent people entrusted to our care. I find m 
the Hindus, the minority community a sense of insecurity, a sense of frus- 
tration grown out of the conduct and the misdeeds of this Government. It 
is really dangerous. This fact must be removed. If Bengal is to be saved 
then by their action they must replace suspicion by trust. This budget was 
pn*p?ned iu ihe old scttiim-. Wc inuvt t<*ar it U]> and prepare a m*w budget 
for the united Bengal. Our leader Mahatma Gandhi has been trying in the 
lonely villages of Rural Bengal to (Teate a budgtit for us to restore a good 
feeling amongst us. It is up to us to help him in this direction. Other- 
wise dark days lie ahead of us. We must rememlK*r we are on trial before 
the bar of the whole world. (Applause.) 

The Hon’ble Mr^ MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I hope the 
House is conscious of the fact that I have risen today to undertake a task of 
a stupendous nature, namely, that of replying to a debate which lasted for 
four days and in which exactly 50 members of this House have participated. 
The time at my disposal is short, but I propose to deal with the major points 
that have been raised on the floor of this House. Of course 1 shall not be 
able to deal with minor points or points of local importance. 

Before I begin I would like to state that you, Sir, Mr. Chairman, as 
Leader of the Opposition, made some remarks regarding the budget and 
you said that it would be useless for you to participate in the debate, because 
firstly there is no point in discussing the budget as even though you have 
.the preponderance of eloquence and logic on your side there will be no efi'ect 
on the budget estimates. Sir, I would respectfully point out that you 
omitted one fact. You did not include that you also had the preponderance 
of abuses and castigation on your side when members of your party parti- 
cipated in the debate. You referred to the fact that the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister is absent during the budget debate and you did not see any point 
in participating in the discussion because he is the only person in the 
Cabinet who is a sort of Fuehrer. Of course by implication it may be so, 
but he is by no means a dictator. There is no gainsaying the fact that the 
Chief Minister is an outstanding personality. He is head and shoulders 
above everybody, but he is by no means a dictator. Members on this side 
of the House do not owe allegiance to personalities. They owe allegiance to 
their organisation and to their party. Y<in are awan*. Sir, and 1 iim sure 
members of this House are also aware that we had a President of our Pro- 
vincial Muslim League Organisation who was also the leader of our Par- 
liamentary party. He faltered and wavered and deviated from the path, 
and Ih* wa.'x tliiu.^t outside. He is (dear, theretorc*, that m(*ni}a*i’s oi this s;d(> of 
the House do not owe allegiance to personalities. As such we have no 
dictator and your reference was thus out of place. 

Before I begin to take up the points raised by Mr. Bimal Chandra Ghose 
I would like to make a reference to the fact that numerous speakers have 
stressed the fact that we have been presenting deficit budgets. I am sure 
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the House will be interested to learn that the Central Government of which 
Pandit Nehru claims to be the leader has today this afternoon presented a 
deficit budget which amounts to 48;46 crores at the existing level of taxation. 
(Mr. Ganendra Chandra Bhattacharjee : Because they are new.) Sir, 
members of the House sitting opposite owe allegiance to the Central Govern- 
ment. I think it was Mr. Sliarfuddin Ahmad who had said that the speech 
of Mr. Bimal Chandra Ghose was a briefed speech on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of India. We have Mr. Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdar who also, it 
appears, owes allegiance to the Centre rather than to the province, and this 
is also apparent from the manner of his dress. He is sporting Nehru Coat 
and Gandhi Cap. 

Now, Sir, I come back to Mr. Bimal Chandra Ghose. He has said that 
I was guilty of terminological inexactitudes, and that I made incorrect refe- 
rences and that we are attempting to make Sir Otto Niemeyer a scapegoat. 
He also said that Rs. 75 lakhs was not a grant for one year but that it was a 
recurring grant. He further said that if Bengal gets her share of the income- 
tax and jute duty even then Bengal will be deficit. Sir, I have before me 
facts and figures and I will prove to the House how wrong and erroneous 
Mr. Bimal Chandra Gose was. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: He is Comar and not 
Chandra. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am sorry. He has adopted a 
new position. He writes Comar with “C” and therefore I was misled. 

Sir, 1 will quote the Niemeyer Award; I shall quote extracts from it: It 
reads thus: “My first object has accordingly been to examine the present 
and prospective financial position of the provinces and to determine the 
extent to which special assistance will be needed in order to achieve the 
above end. Next it, is necessary to consider how far the Central Govern- 
ment is in a psoition to render such assistance without jeopardising its own 
solvency”. I hope, Sir, Mr. Ghose will mark these words “without jeopar- 
dising its own solvency”. Then again “from the Central point of view, on 
the other hand, it is clear that the financial stability and credit of India as 
a whole is of paramount consideration”. Then again “moreover this is as 
essential to the maintenance and success of Provincial Autonomy as it is to 
the Centre itself. Throughout my recommendations” mark the word 
“throughout” “I have kept the financial stability of the Centre continuously 
in mind”. 

From this it will appear that when Sir Otto Niemeyer made the Award 
he had the question of financial stability of the Centre at the back of his 
mind throughout and he did not consider the question of financial stability 
of the provinces. And now, Sir, so far as his claim that Rs. 75 lakhs is a 
recurring grant is concerned, I would like to refer to the Niemeyer Award. 
When this Award was made, the Government of Bengal owed to the Govern- 
ment of India a sura of Rs. 33 lakhs which was wiped out. And when the 
percentage of allocation of jute duty was raised from 50 to 62 J per cent., 
Bengal was allocated an additional 12J per cent, which gave us then a sum 
of Rs. 42 lakhs. Therefore this Rs. 42 lakhs and Rs. 33 lakhs made up a 
total of Rs. 75 lakhs. It was for one year only, and this Rs. 75 lakhs was 
not an annual subvention from the centre. 

Then, again, Mr. Ghose went on to say that Bengal would be a deficit 
province and would be continually in financial difficulty even if she gets her 
full share of income-tax and jute duty. That would be wrong. The income- 
tax paid by Bengal in 194546 amounted to Rs. 17 crores and jute duty to 
Rs. 2.18 lakhs — the total comes to 19 crores 18 lakhs. If we had this money 
our financial difficulties would have been over. 

Then again this would have been our income only under two heads, 
namely, income-tax and jute duty. 
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Then again the import duty collected from the Ports of Calcutta and 
Chittagong amounted to Rs. 6/i crores. Added to this, collections from 
Postage revenue amounting to Rs. 2J crores make up a total of Rs. 70 cro^; 
and this Rs. 70 crores plus Rs. 19 crores 18 lakhs as mentioned earlier, gives 
a total figure of Rs. 89 crores 18 Inklis. I do not take into cjuisideration the 
income derived from Railways in the province. This will show that if 
Bengal were independent from the Centre, Bengal would have got this 
Rs. 89 crores 18 lakhs and she would not in that case have been in financial 
difficulties. Sir, this will explode the charge. (At this stage there were 
interruptions and loud noise.) Sir, I did not interrupt a single member 
during these four days when they were hurling vilifications at xis, and I 
hope the honourable members opposite will have the decency and patience 
to hear me in silence. 

Sir, as I was saying this explodes the charge that Bengal cannot be 
financially stable if she becomes independent. 1 hold, Sir, that if Bengal 
was free from the control of the Centre and had no obligation to the Centre, 
Bengal would have been financially stable. 

Then, Mr. Ghose said that the responsibility for the financial condition 
of Bengal cannot be attributed to war conditions because the evil influences 
of war were common to all the provinces. And as a matter of fact he said 
that Assam was nearer to the theatre of war operations. This is true that 
Assam has emerged financially intact out of war operations, but Assam was 
not tlH‘ bas(‘ ol opc'ralioTH as lh*iit»al was. Il was Rcngal ihat snficr»‘(l most; 
Bengal had to feed a standing army; Bengal had to suffer from the denial 
policy and scorched earth policy ; and not only that, Bengal had to maintain 
the bases of operations from which the Eastern war was conducted. There- 
fore the case of Bengal was not on par with other provinces. When other 
provinces were reaping the rich harvest as a result of the war, when they 
were piling up their resources and building up a Post-War Reconstruction 
Fund, Bengal was going down, because of a standing army in Bengal; 
BengaPs internal economic condition was disrupted because of the construc- 
tion of aerodromes, military camps and military hospitals, A large number 
of people in Bengal had to be evacuated because land was required for 
military purposes. 

Then, Sir, as regards the Boat Construction Scheme, 30,000 boats were 
requisitioned and destroyed. Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee said that he 
would call it a Boat Fiasco scheme. Sir, we certainly cannot be held 
responsible for that unfortunate policy adopted by the then Government. 
I ask Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, who was responsible primarily for this 
action of the then (ioverument of Bengal? It was the Government of 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. lie was the dominant personality in the 
Syamaprasad-Huq Cabinet which had taken over 30,000 boats belonging 
to tbe people of Bengal and destroyed most of them. As a result there was 
an of l>oaf< and (jf)vornim’nt liad ^o ailoi’t a ^clicmc* 

of boat construction. (Me. Haeipada Chaiteejee: The contractor was a 
Minister’s wife!) 

Subsequently, if the Government adopted that policy of boat construc- 
tion it was due to tbe fact that Dr. Mookerjee ’s Government had adopted the 
denial policy which entirely disrupted the economic condition of the people 
of Bengal. If anybody was responsible for this, it was Dr. Mookerjee him- 
self and others of his Cabinet. (Me. Nihaeendu Dutt-Mazumdar ; It was 
Sir John Herbert, your guardian angel.) 

Sir, it has also been said that if heavy expenditure on police, famine, 
extraordinary charges were not there, the budget would have been a surpltis 
budget. That is correct. This statement which Mr. Ghose has made is 
correct. The budget would have, of course, been a surplus if we did not 
undertake any expenditure under famine and extraordinary charges. I hope 
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Mr. Ghose will realise that Government is not a profit-making company; 
Government has to look to the interests of the people. (Loud noise from the 
Opposition benches.) 

Sir, my thrusts are going home and the honourable members are getting 
restless because all their charges are baseless. I have full sympathy with 
them. Government had to undertake this heavy expenditure for humani- 
tarian reasons, and no Government worth its salt can resist expending money 
for the amelioration of human sufferings. I am sure it might have been 
possible for Mr. Bimal Comar Ghose and men of his ilk to resist the tempta- 
tion of doing good to the suffering people and thereby have a surplus budget. 
Our budget also would have been a surplus one if people were allowed to 
die on the streets. (Loud noise.) 

Sir, Dr. Mookerjee unfortunately is not here. He made his allegations 
and he has conveniently kept himself away from here today because he 
knows all his charges are hollow. He said that Bengal is mortgaged to the 
Central Government. That is true, that is a correct statement. But it is 
an unfortunate position. Why is it so? It is because of the British 
imperialistic policy in collusion with the vested interests of the country 
that they have mortgaged this province to the Centre. Unfortunately it is 
a fact and it cannot be denied that but for the Permanent Settlement the 
condition of the people of Bengal would have been otherwise. 

Sir, Mr. Suresh Das Gui)ta said the other day that 29 lakhs was spent 
for collection of 19 lakhs. The implication was that it would not l)e 
profitable to secure the zamindary interest. At the present moment, I may 
say, zamindars collect IG crores of rupees and they give to Government only 
3 crores as revenue, and 13 crores disappear into the pockets of these 
middlemen. Had Bengal not been saddled with this permanent settlement 
and if Bengal would have had the same advantage as Madras and Bombay, 
Bengal’s finances would have been up by 13 crores and there would not have 
been any question of financial stringency in this province. 

Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee said that Bengal’s budget reflects the mind 
and ways of the Muslim League. 'That is true. He does not surely expect 
that this budget will reflect the mind and ways of the Hindu Mahasabha. 
That is not jmssible. ((’lies of “hear" “hear” from the Government benches.) 
It must be. The Muslim League has been put into power by the people of 
this province. (“Question” from the Congress benches.) They had a 
definite programme and a definite manifesto. They placed the programme 
before the country and the Muslims of Bengal to a man supported this 
programme and we have been put into power by the people and we have 
framed our budget according to the needs of the province. Each and every 
item is being honbured by us and most of them during this session. The 
question of liquidation of permanent settlement which formed the main 
ifcm of our ])rograinmc is bciuir taken u]) and a Bill will be placed before the 
House this session. The question of introduction of the Secondary Educa- 
tion Bill is also before the Government and will be placed before this House 
this session and similar legislative measures are being introduced by Govern- 
ment in accordance with the policy and programme of the organisation that 
is in power today. Therefore, it is very true to say that the budget reflects 
the programme of this Ministry — it is very correct. That is the political 
position and it has to be so. 

I have already said about the reference by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee to 
boat construction and leaky boats and so I need not go fhrough this aspect 
again. I would only tell Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee in the words of a 
Persian poet, viz. — 

•OjS 

v:r*lv> is* 
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It means that you have dumped me into the middle of the river and then 
you say “Do not wet your skirt. Be careful’*. Dr. Syamaprasad Hooker jee 
was similarly responsible for the destruction of 30,000 boats and if the 
Government subsequently had to take up the (question of replacement, they 
are being blamed by Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. 

Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee said that the scheme for the expenditure of 
Rs. 30 lakhs for excavation of derelict tanks has been abandoned. This is 
not correct. There is provision for Rs. 30 lakhs — Rs. 10 lakhs has been 
spent and Rs. 11 lakhs is being spent. So, this is a groundless charge. It 
is in the revised budget — Rs. 19 lakhs was spent and the rest is also being 
spent. So, the whole 30 lakhs will be spent for the excavation of derelict 
tanks. 

Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee made an allegation that the scheme for the 
training ol primary school teachers is being ahandoiuMl because then* are no 
Muslims who have been trained to take up this work. Certainly, Sir, there 
is a genuine grievance on the part of the Muslims that they were not treated 
fairly and squarely. During the Section 93 regime not a single Muslim 
was selected for overseas training, but even in spite of the fact that the 
Muslims are labouring under a grievance, this scheme has not been abandoned 
but Government are going through with the scheme. The fact is that it 
could not be given etiect to immediately because the building was under 
military occupation and the building has now been derequisitioned. 
Government are going through the scheme of training of primary school 
teachers. So, in spite of the fact that the Muslims have a grievance, the 
charge is absolutely baseless because Government are going through the 
scheme. 

Sir, the question of Islaraia College was referred to. Of course, the 
words “Islamia College”, “Islamia Hospital” and “Hospitals for Muslims” 
have been objected to by our friends on the opposite sid(j. The word 
“Islamia” or “Muslim” is anathema to them, 1 understand and I know 
it, but they will certainly realise the injustice that has been perpetrated on 
the Muslims for years and years and years. Sir, the Muslims of this province 
are 56 per cent, and what is the percentage of students in the secondary 
schools or primary schools of the province f' If there is a sound educational 
policy, it should be the look out of the Government to see that the number 
of students in schools of a particular community should reflect the same pro- 
portion as the proportion of their population. That should be the semnd 
educational policy. If Muslims are 56 per cent., why is it that Muslims are 
not even 25 per cent, in schools and colleges P Why is it'r' Because I admit 
that they had not the means to send their children to schools for education 
and that is why it is the duty of the State to see that the poor are helped. 
It may hap])en — tor rea>f)n^ wfiirli f have already stated and lor r<‘asj)nH into 
which I need not g^) — that the Muslims have been crushed. There was in 
India a Muslim Government and this government was wrested from the 
Muslims and the Muslims could not adjust themselves to the changed condi- 
tion in India and it took them time and that wljy they were backward. 
But the Hindus who were under Muslim rule were transferred under British 
rule. To them it was only a change of masters. They could adjust them- 
selves to this thing very e^ily. Instead of paying homage to Moghul 
Emperor, they started paying homage to the British Emperor — to the 
Emperor of England. They could adjust themselves easily and they could 
get the loaves and fishes of office. (Uproar.) Unfortunately the truth is 
always bitter. Therefore, they could get the Government patronage. What 
was the cause of the Permanent Settlement? Because the British Govern- 
ment wanted to establish themselves in this country and that is why they 
gave the permanent settlement to enlist the support of the big influential 
people and that is why they could crush the Muslims. Even if the Govern- 
ment had provided half a crore of rupees for the Muslims, it would not have 
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been unfair, but this Gowminent has not done so. Government has only 
allotted Es. 10 lakhs to right a wrong that has been systematically done and 
even to that our friends on the opposite object. That is very unfortunate. 

Sir, I will require another 45 minutes. 

Then I come to Mr. Mazharul Haque. He said that there is no provision 
for the development of the rural areas. I have said times without number — 
and 1 am very glad to hear that Mr. Walker supports that principle — that 
this Government has a definite rural bias. There is no question of any doubt. 
This Government has a rural bias. This Government will do its utmost to 
divert attention to the rural areas because the policy hitherto has been to 
concentmte ail amenities of decent living to the people living in urban 
areas. '^Ihe people in urban areas — rich and influential — have had enough 
of amenities, but the people in the villages are in terrible condition. They 
are half-clothed, half-fed and are dying of diseases and famine. Therefore, 
it is essential for every Government to provide equal facilities for everybody 
and the Government will do its utmost for the development of the rural 
areas. Then, Sir, I come to the points raised by Dr. Suresh Chandra 
Banerjee. I have already dealt with the question about special facilities 
to Muslim education. Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee is suftering from a 
Muslim University phobia. He does not realise that in the United Bro- 
vinces of Agra and Oudh there are as many as five Universities, and even 
though this Government have no definite proposal, simply because there is 
only a move for a separate University, he becomes afraid. 1 do not know 
why every right-thinking person should not support the establishment and 
growth of as many Universities as possible. Jiook at England. There every 
major town has got a University. Why should the people here grudge if 
there be any more Universities in the Province? vSir, the Islamia College is 
being expanded ; that is true, because, as 1 have said, the Muslims are back- 
ward in education and they need encouragement. The Islamia College will 
be expanded and will subsequently be converted into a University. It is 
quite likely tliat this Islamia College will be the nucleus of the future 
Muslim University. (Mr. Niiiarendu Dutt-Mazumdar : Defalcation of 
public revenues.) (Uproar.) 

Sir, Mr. Jadabendra Nath Panja has said that there should be a separate 
budget for the Civil Supplies Department, as the Government of India has 
a separate budget for the railways. Railway was started and run by a 
commercial enterprise. It has been taken over by Government. It is run on 
commercial lines for commercial purposes, but the Civil Supply Department 
is not on par with the railway, because the Civil Supply Department aims 
at providing food to the poor people even at subsidised rate in order to 
bring rice, wheat and other essential foodstufs within the reach of the poor 
people. It would have been quite possible, if Government have the mono- 
poly of the foodstuffs, for them to fix high rates and to see that this Depart- 
ment is not run at a loss, but Government do not want to make a profit out 
of the sufferings of the people. Government want that the essential food- 
stuffs should be within the reach of the poor. Of course, it is true that the 
Civil Supply Department is top-heavy. It was created during a period of 
emergency and when there was stress of emergency, but I may inform the 
House that a Cabinet Sub-Committee has been set up to effect possible 
retrenchment in theH^ivil Supplies Department. This Committee is meeting 
regularly and exploring the avenues of all possible retrenchment in every 
Branch of this Department after thorough discussion with the heads of the 
Branches. So far as expenditure in the Rationing, Textile and 
Publicity Department is concerned it has been under scrutiny 
and it is decided that there should be a reduction of approximately 33 per 
cent, of the existing subordinate staff : in the cloth section of the Direclorate 
of Rationing and that two posts of Deputy Directors and five posts of 
Aaaiofanf ‘nirttrfnra imdAr thft Direntoratp of Tp^tile with a lagTC number of 
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subordinate stalf under them — Inspectors, Superintendents, clerks, etc., 
should be retrenched, and that some top posts in the Publicity Department 
should also be abolished together with other posts such as Information 
Oliicers. Other branches also will be examined in due course, because tho 
Coinmiticc is meeting every week. 

Another important decision taken is that as many boats as possible should 
be disposed of by the dlst March, 1947, so that the cost of maintenance may be 
cut down to the barest minimum. The steps so far taken indicate that 
economy to the extent of about Rs. do lakhs — stall’ Rs. b lakhs, Rs. 25 lakhs 
for boats and Rs. G lakhs for proj>osed disi'outinuance of grant-in-aid to the 
Bengal Textile Association — has been ejected. IVe have already effected 
economy in tour or five sittings of the Committee. We are cimtiuuiug the 
deliberation of the Committee to effect further retrenchment as far as possible 
without affecting efficiency. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I hope you will finish by half past eight. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: All right. Sir. Mr. Fazlul 

Karim has said something about Madrasah Education and that there was 
no grant to the old scheme Madrasahs. That is not correct, because 
Rs. 80,000 is allotted for old-scheme Madrasah education in addition to the 
existing grant of Rs. 50,000. The total allotment lor Madrasah Education 
is Rs. 10,41,000. The excess allotment this year is Rs. 1,80,000. So far as 
Einance l)ej)artiiient is aware there is a provision of Rs. I,d0,000 (Rs. 50,000 
existing grant and Ks. 80,000 new grant for 1947-48) for old scheme 
Madrasahs. Of course we have no information as to what is the allotment 
to the Junior Madrasah.^. 

Mr. Suresli (liandru Das Gupta has said some kind words and his 
approach was very rational, lie made some constructive suggestions regard- 
ing the budget and 1 very much appreciate them. Of course, he said about 
consultation prior to framing of budget. 1 have explained to him and 1 
explain to him again that it is not po.ssible in democ.ratic form of Govern- 
ment to consult regarding budget estimates with all the members of the 
House. It is not the i)ractice also to consult the members of the l*arty in 
Power before framing the budget estimates. Therefore, it is not possible. 
I hope Mr. Das Gupta will realise the position. 

Mr. Fazlul Quadir has said that allotment under primary education is not 
sufficient. The total provision for primary education is this: Primary 
Education Rs. 1,59,54,500. Pay of primary school teachers Rs. 1,59,44,500. 
An extra ailotraeiit this year is: Primary Education Rs. d4,00,(MH). 
Primary school teacher.s — another Bs. -14,00,000. This of course includes 
the development scheme to increase the salaries of existing primary school 
teachers. 

Mr. A. K. Shamsuddin Ahmed has said that the proposed pay to be given 
to the primary school teachers is wholly inadequate. Certainly. But we 
have 80 many teachers of primary and we have so many schools 
that it is not possible for Government to give them the ]>ay- 
scale to which they are entitled. Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed has 
mentioned that they are something less than menials of other Government 
Departments. This is true but the position is this that the primary school 
teachers live in their homes in their villages and they come and teach in 
schools situated nearabout their homes whereas this is not true in the case 
of other Government employees. So far as this is concerned while not 
denying the fact that they are inadequately paid, I would say that the only 
redeeming feature is that they work from their own homes and live in their 
own villages and they can look after their agriculture. 

Mr. Fazlul Quadir wanted a provision of Rs. 10 lakhs for girls* educa- 
tion. We have got a provision of Rs. 36,27,000 for girls and provision for 
girls* education which includes Colleges, Secondary Schools, etc., is 
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Rb. 20,31,500. For primary schools the quota which goes for the education 
of girls is one-tenth of the total provision of Rs. 1,59,55,000, namely, 
Rb. 15,95,500. Total provision for girls’ education is Rs. 36,27,000. 
Mr. Quadir wants us to provide only Rs. 10 lakhs. He will see that more 
than three and a half times are allotted. 

Now coming to Mr. Methold I am very glad that he has accepted the 
position and he supports tlie claim for financial readjustment. I made out 
a case and it was opposed by Mr. Ghose. He wanted to know what was the 
penrentage of income-tax for Bengal We paid in 1945-46 a sum of 17 crores 
to the Central Government as income-tax. There is, a divisible pool and we 
get 20 ])er cent, which is equal to the share of the Government of Bombay. 
This is true. 1 admit that the Government of Bombay pays more income- 
tax to the Centre than Bengal. But the population of Bombay at that time 
when the ratio was fixed was one-third of that of Bengal. Whereas Bombay 
and Bengal got equal shares while the per capita share of Bengal on a per 
capita basis should have been 3 times to that of the Bombay. 

Then he says about the sales tax. We had hoped that under normal 
conditions the proceeds from the sales tax would have improved. But due 
to uncertain condition of business in Calcutta since August last 1 antici- 
pated that there would be a deficit of fitly lakhs under the sales tax, but 1 
am glad to inform the House that even in spite of disruj)tiori ol normal trade 
activities there has been no fall. We did not antici[)ate any fall w’heii the 
budget estimates were prepared. 1 have explained that we might even now 
get more than three crores. In the revised estimates for 1946-47 250 lakhs 
was estimated, but the normal yield wuis expected at three crores. But in 
view of tile disrupted conditions since August last which led to virtual 
suspension of business activities for a long time serious fall was apprehended 
and so 250 lakhs was estimated. Fortunately, how'ever, the situation greatly 
improved and we have been able to gatlier in 2*25 crores already and there 
would not be any loss of revenue under this liead as we had appndiended. 
We (|ould not, however, be so o])timistic at first, but we would not be 
surprised if the forecast niw exceeds three crores by the end of the (‘urrent 
year. If there had beim a settled condition in Bengal we might have netted 
as much as four crores. Of course, we have sufi'ered a loss, but we have not 
fallen short of the original estimate of three crores. It may not be 3*25 
crores, but it wdll be over three crores definitely. 

Mr. Methold has suggested that there should be an overhaul of expenses 
on a business model ; this is done and we are trying to see that Government 
departments are run on business lines as efiiciently as possible. But his 
snggestion that it should be done by businessmen in trade is mu accejitable. 
If liowever we see that his pnqni.sition is- good, Government would be glad 
to set up a departmental machinery and overhaul the department so that we 
may get the maximum advantage out of it. I can, however, assure him 
that we shall give his proposal our most careful consideration. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Methold has also referred to the Bihar refugee expenses 
and has enquired what arrangements we are making for their repatriation 
to Bihar. Probably honourable members know that the Chief Minister 
went to Patna recently to see what arrangement about repatriation can be 
made. In this connection I would say that some time ago when there was 
an exodus from Bengal to other provinces we received a letter from the 
Goyarnment of India which stated that the financial responsibility for the 
maintenance of nationals of one province if they go into another' province 
should be borne by that province, and on that basis we have written to the 
Central Government why the expenses incurred by the Bengal Government 
for the Bihar refugees should not be met either by the Central Government 
or by the Bihar Government. (Loud noise from the Opposition benches.) 
This 18 a letter from New Delhi, dated the 27th January 1944 from the 
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Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Labour, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Commerce and Labour 
Department : — 

“The Government of India consider that in the event of its becoming 
necessary, the Government ot a province, to which the destitute persons 
have mijrrated, should establish camps for such people pending their 
repatriation. In the opinion of the Government of India, the cost of 
such canij)s should be charged to the province of origin. In this 
Department’s letter No. L/1 Camp, dated the 27th October, 194d, a 
request had already been made to take elective action by your Govern- 
ment, with the co-operation of the Railway Authorities, to prevent as far 
as possible the tickeOess travel of destitutes or other persons ottemi)ting 
to migrate to other provinces.’’ 

Then, tSir, Mr. Methold also wanted to know what steps we are taking 
0 see that accounts are properly kept, and we are enforcing strict measures 
or the recovery of loans and advances. !*robal)ly }iononra])li‘ members of 
his House are aware that a Bill is being introduced in this House to ameinl 
be Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act which will enable the Govern- 
Lient to recover the loans given to agriculturists. A very high level 
Lccounts Officer has now been ap]>ointed to regularise past transactions and 
0 ensure correct maintenance of accounts. The terms of reference of 
ppointment of this officer are : 

“Ho should examine the system of disbursement of ILdief expenditure 
iOth at headquarters and in outlying stations and take necessary action with 
view to — 

(i) ensure proper control and supervision; 

{u) rectify irregularities; and 
(iit) simplify procedure, whenever possible. 

He should arrange, in consultation with the Accountant-General, for 
egular periodical audit ol Relief expenditure both at headquarters and in 
utlying stations. 

He should also examine all outstanding audit (d)jectit)ns and dispose of 
hem expeditiously. 

He should have access to all relevant reeords and should deal directly 
rith district officers and other disbursing offic*ers in regard to accounts. 

He should keep Finance Deiiartinent posted periodically with the j)rogreHS 
f settlement of audit objections.” 

So it will appear from what I have just now said that the Finance 
lepartment has appointed a high level Accounts Officer for this purpose, 
le ha.s been instructed to keep accounts separately for relief of Bihar 
efugees, the riot victims and famine relief. So Mr. Methold will see that 
re have been doing all that is possible for us to do — ~ 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Who is the present incumbent to that 

lOSt? , 

The H0fi*ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: His name is Mr. Lahiri. 

Now I come to Mr. Mukunda Behari Mullick. He made some bitter 
riticisms against this Ministry. Unfortunately he is not present. He 
aade the criticism and left the House. I have the greatest of regards for 
lim. He is capable and has been in politics for a long time, and I have 
he best regards for him. Had I not had that amount of respect for him T 
aight have misunderstood him, I might have thought that those criticisms 
light have been due to a sense of frustration. 

With regard to his reference to Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal I would also 
Lhve misunderstood him that it was due to a sense of frustration on his part. 
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He has been in politics for a long time, and Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal is, 
according to him, a political kid, and to see him adorning a chair in the 
Executive Coxmcil of the Gov«irnment of India may have led him to think 
that his claims have been ignored and, if I have not misunderstood him, this 
has caused some amount of frustration. I might think that 2,000 years ago 
JEsop the hoary bearded philosopher said, “Grapes are sour”. Today I find 
it is as true as it was 2,000 years ago. Look at the logic. Sir, of 
Mr. Mullick’s argument. I would invite the attention of the House to the 
mortality figures of 194G which was the lowest in Bengal since 1920. Sir, I 
made it clear in my budget statement that this mortality figure was on per 
viille of population, and therefore it had nothing to do with the total popu- 
lation. Even then Mr. Miillick has said that the mortality figure is less 
because there are less ])eoi>le to die. When the figures quoted were per ihille 
of the population, if 1 say that two i)er thousand died it does not matter 
whether the population was 2 lakhs or 20 lakhs — the ratio is two per thousand. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to him that these figures are records 
irrespective of the total number of persons. Apart from that 1 go tuither. 
I have checked up this population figure and the figure of 1946 is more than 
the figure of 1941 census. So even after the unfortunate deaths of so »r)any 
persons of the ])i'ovinee during that fateful year of 1946 the figure of 1946 
is not less than the census figure of 1941. So even if we annouiu'e to the 
House such a good pie(;e of news that the Public Health Department have 
proved by statistics that tlie jnortality figure of the province w’as the lowest, 
yet Mr. Mukunda Behary Mu Hick will criticize and say that so many 
thousands of persons are dead and therefore these figures do not reflect the 
actual position. 

Sir, Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu referred to ])nlitical prisoners. The 
present position is this. There is no security prisoner in Bengal at present. 
Twenty-seven persons are, however, under d(‘tention under section 18 of the 
Bengal Security Prisoners Ordinance, three in connection with the Saidpur 
disturbance ani 24 connected with the Tebhanga movement. There were 66 
security prisoners when the Ministry assumed olfice on 24th April last year. 
They have all been released when the present Ministry assumed office in 
Apirl, 1946, 41 terrorist prisoners were confined in different jails of Bengal. 
Forty of them have since been released. As regards the remaining one, it 
has been decided not to releavse him. Another prisoner, namely Shamapada 
Khan, who was convicted in connection with the August Movement of 1942 
— a convicted prisoner mind you — has been released on medical ground. The 
question of release of prisoners convicted of oft'encee connected with the 
August Movement of 1942 and other political movements is however under 
the consideration of Government. 

Sir, members on the other side of the House say that we have got some 
convicted prisoners. That is true. They are prisoners who have been 
convicted of offences against persons and offences against property, but those 
persons who were detained without trial have been released including the 
terrorist prisoners. I hope the House realises the difference. In other 
provinces they have released security prisoners no doubt but I repeat what I 
said last year that those prisoners belonged to the party in power and they 
released their own friends and even in another province a prisoner walked 
from the jail rigliT into the Secretariat and sat on the Ministerial chair. 
So these Ministers released their friends and their relatives and their party- 
men and henchmen but this Muslim League Government released the 
political prisoners, they released even security prisoners though they did not 
Delong to their party. They were broad-minded enough, they were liberal 
enough and they were generous enough to release these security prisoners, 
yet Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu made that statement. 

Sir, there are only 10 minutes more at ‘my disposal. The Chair has 
kindly granted 10 minutes and I shall skip over some minor point. I mow 
come to Mr. Ahmed Kabir Chowdhury. A reference to Medical School was 
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made. As the House knows we have got schemes for the upgrading of 
Medical Schools into Medical Colleges. In accordance with the policy of 
the Government Dacca School has been raised to the status of a college, the 
Campbell School is about to be raised either this year or next year or the 
year after and other schools in other divisions are also going to be upgraded. 
But we cannot do it now for two reasons, because there is a school of thought 
which feels that there is a necessity for a cheaper type of medical education 
because if we have Licentiates they are available to the poor and this edu- 
cation being cheap is within the reach of everybody. The country is not yet 
so rich and the province cannot afford higher medical edu(‘ation. Therefore 
there is still necessity of some medical schools. Therefore Government are 
going to stagger their policy of ui^gradiiig, that is, schools will be upgraded 
in gradual stages. 

Sir, I come to Dr. Prutap rhandru Guha Hoy. He referred to the 
Islamia Hospital. He made a grievance of the fact that Government are 
giving so much money to this hospital which is meant for all without dis- 
tinction of caste, creed or colour. There is no communal question. Its 
simple offence is that it bears tlie name Islamia Hospital. Only for this 
name there is vehement opposition to (iovernment ]>roj>osal to grant money. 
I may tell the House how much mom*y was 8})ont previously when uo voice 
ot protest was raised b\ any Muslim member when these grants were made 
by ihe Muslim League Mini.stry.—Gliittaranjau Seva Sa<lan Hs. 2,50,000 
after 19*17, Carmichael Medical College Hs. 1,50,000, laduvpur T. B. 
Hospital Hs. *1,05,000 and Sashi Bluisan De T. B. Sanatorium Us. *1,80,000. 
Nobody protested when these institutions bearing Hindu names w’ere given 
grants in ex(’ess of wliat is today proposed to be givam ti> the Islamia Hospital. 
No member of this parly protested against these grunts for humanitarian 
purjmses even though the in.stitutious ])ore Hindu names and yet when 
( lovcniment pr()]t()s(‘ to give to the humanitarian iiistitutiim which hears a 
Muslim name not even that aiuonni, objection comes from tlie other side. 
It is a very sorry state of affairs. 

Sir, Mr. Mahammud Suyeed said that there is no substantia] allotment 
for Education ami Public Health. I shall give him tlie figures. It will 
take a long time to give him the Nearly figures hut 1 will give him the 
figures for 1947-48, Nvliich is Us. ‘I, *18, 84, 000 for Education p/u.s' Develop- 
nrent exjienditure Us. 1,04,04,000, total Hs. 4,42,48,000 for Education, 
Us. *‘1,95,14,000 for Medical and Us. 1,04,71,000 for Public, Health, and these 
allotments are far in excess of allotments made iu any previous year, and 
therefore it will satisfy Mr. Sayeed that we have made increa.siug grants 
under these heads. • 

Now, I come to Mr. Bimal Chandra Siuha. He said that last year’s 
promises had been broken. True, Sir, we could not keep uji to the pnimises 
made last year regarding Development programme. He said that in his 
youthful exuberance the Finance Minister made his .statement and he has 
sobered down and this year there is not so much of exul)erance. I admit last 
year I did not know that I was sitting on the top of a volcano and that the 
volcano was about to erupt and we were going to have so much trouble in this 
province. It is true that it was because of this unfortunate incident of 
August 16 to 19 that the whole governmental machinery was thrown out of 
gear and there was such a set-back that the Government could not keep up to 
the time table. It was for that reason, not l>ecau8e of want of interest, not 
because Government did not want development schemes to go througki but 
because Government wa« seriou.sly handicapj>ed and everything w’as thrown 
out of gear that Government could not keep in the time table. Money will 
be spent on schemes for which momn' has been allotted and members may 
rest assured that even thougli there hu^ been delay, 77ioney has not lapsed 
money has not gone, the total allot7nent for development schemes will reme^ 
the ^ame. Even though we could not spend it in 1946-47 we hope tO 
it either in 1947-48 or in 1948-49. 
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Sir, Mr. Bankubehari Mandal complained that Government have 
allotted 10 lakhs of rupees for Muslim education whereas even though the 
Scheduled Castes are backward they have been given an equal sum of 
10 lakhs and not more. Sir, I agree that it is the policy of the Muslim 
League Parliamentary Party and the Muslim League Organisation that due 
consideration should be given to the minorities; rather the majority should 
sacrifice their own interests in the interests of the minorities. 

Sir, I want Mr. Bankubehari Mandal to realise that the total number of 
the Scheduled Castes in the province is one-fourth of the Muslim population. 
Their ratio is exactly 22 ;4 per 100 Muslims. Therefore by providing 
Rs. 10 lakhs for them when their population is only one-fourth of the 
Muslims we have given them four times the amount they could claim on the 
basis of their population as compared to Muslims. Mr. Bankubehari Mandal 
was at one time Parliamentary Secretary of the Muslim League Govern- 
ment and now instead of speaking of generous treatment he speaks in this 
way. (Laughter.) 

Sir, Mr. Jogendra Nath Das referred to Noakliali and Tippera. Ilf 
wanted to know what Government had done with regard to those two 
districts, I have got figures .to show how much Government have spent in 
those two districts. Up to the 10th February Government have spent as 
follows in the district of Noakhali: — 

Foodstuff — Rs. 9,07,172-7-9. 

House building grants — Rs. 5,95,000. 

House building loan — Rs. 1,00,000. 

Utensil grant — Hs. .‘{,01,000. 

Free grants to artisans and traders— Rs. 6,05,000. 

Contingencies — Rs. 1 ,28,4'{8-5-6. 

Test Relief Works — Rs. 1,00,000. 

The total amopt spent in Noakhali is Rs. 27,96,610-13-8 and the total 
amount sanctioned for expenditure in the district of Noakhali is 
Rs. 35,00,000. In the district of Tippera the total amount saneftioned is 
Rs. 20,45,000 and the total amount spent is Rs. 3,67,435, up to 12th 
February, 1947. In Calcutta up to 10th February Government have spent 
Rs. 3,00,000 as grants for the relief of people. So Government have not been 
stipy in py way. They have spent liberally by making grants for the 
relief of distressed people. 

Now, Sir, I have got only two minutes more. I want to refer to the 
points raised by Mr. Walker, lie said that the presentation of a deficit 
^dget is demoralising. That is true. Nobody can gainsay the fact that 
it is demoralising, but as I have said already ive hope for a better financial 
arrangement between the provinces and the Centre. One of our officers has 
gone to Australia to study and examine the Australian system. I am told 
that the Australian system does better justice and is more equitable in the 
matter of financial arrangement between the Centre and the Provincial 
States. I hope that as soon as he returns we shall take up this question. 
At the present moment as injustice is being done to Bengal we cannot but 
ask for subventions from the Centre. 

Sir, it is true that there is heavy expenditure under the heads “Extra- 
ordinary Charges”, “Famine” and “Miscellaneous”. As regards “Extra- 
binary Charges” as I have said already we are trying to retrench. We 

examining the question and exploring all possible avenues for reduction 
iij^XP^Jises under this head. The increase in expenditure under the head 
‘^^Vlaneous” was due to donations for charitable purposes Rs. 1,25,000; 
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Calcutta Disturbances Enquiry Commission Rs. 10,00,000; Expenditure in 
connection with the relief anti rehabilitation of riot victims and refugeea 
Rs. 64,00,000. 

Mr. Walker should see the amount of co-operation that we have got from 
members of the other side. We are quite willing to set up a committee, 
provided we are assured that the members will voluntarily serve on that 
committee strictly on the basis of doing the best possible service to the country 
and co-operate with the (joveriiniciil and help Government in order to 
straighten out matters. On that basis we shall certainly have no objection 
to set up a committee. We shall welcome their co-operation, 1 have 
stated that in my budget statement. 

So far as supplementary estimates are eoncerned, it is not possible to 
present supplementary budget estiinales us soon as we incur expenditure, 
because in that case we shall have to present supplementary estimates more 
than once or twii'e. I promise Mr. Walker that we shall present our 
supplementary budget as euily as possible after expenditure is incurred. 

Sir, I am sorry I cannot deal with all the points raised. Before I resiimo 
my seat I would like to state, as 1 have said earlier, that we are on tho 
threshold of a now const itulionul vru. 'I'his is the only opportunity that 
we have got in doing real good t»^ tlie people and the province of lieugal. 

I have asked for co-operation from all sections of the House, so that we i*an 
build up a better Bengal for the ])eople of this province. I hope that with 
BO mueh opp()rtuniii»‘s and scope that we liave got now we shall get that 
co-operation trom all sections of the House, so that we can go ahead with 
all our programmes for the development of this province. 

With these words, Sir. I thank you for the time you have allowed me. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjoin n<‘d at 8-dO p.m. till 10 a. in. on Saturday, tho 
1st March, 1047, at the .\.‘<.seinb]\ House, Calcutta. 
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